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State of the Club
Just two years ago, Hal, Ed, Terry and Al met to outline the basic program for a National Sidecar

Club. This had been Ed's dream for many years but he lacked the experience to put it all together. Ed
and Al had very successfully run the Pullman Hackers local motorcycle club which brought much joy
to its members.

From Al and Ed came the basic organization and from Terry the keeper of the vault. It did not
take Hal long to put it all together as a very successful sidecar club. After all, Hal and Lee are the
Association of Jensen Owners, a single marque motoring club devoted exclusively to preserving the
Jensen automobiles and they are the

International Laverda Owners Club, a single marque motorcycling club devoted exclusivley to
preserving the Laverda motorcycles. So, the sidecar club, another of the Kendalls' unique and special
interests was a natural and its success assured.

Now that Bill Espe has joined us as Editor and Special Events Organizer, it is onward and
upward.

With regret Terry has tendered his post of Treasurer with Ed filling the vacant spot. Terry, as one
of the founding fathers, will always be welcome to assist the committee in providing much needed
direction.
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Open Letter to the U.S.A. - from Ed Johnson
I am one of the unfortunate ones who has to work Saturday. This precludes, in most instances,

my attendance at the regular meeting at the Plantation, Monee, Illinois, the second Saturday of the
month at 11:00 AM. There are, unfortunately, others in my predicament. So, for the sake of sociabil-
ity which we all enjoy so much, I go to Lassen's Tap, 183rd & Western, Homewood, Illinois, at
approximately 8:30 PM on Friday evening hoping to see some other members of our organization.

What is Lassen's Tap? For starters, it is the meeting place of the birth of the U.S.A. Hal Kendall,
Ed Johnson and Terry Strassenburg first met here to study the feasability of a national sidecar asso-
ciation. What are the attractions? First, the super bar and back bar. Pure mahogany from the speak-
easy era of the "Roaring Twenties," replete with bullet holes fired from real gangster "rods." And, the
picture on the screen, from your favorite television program. Television made a movie! Excellent
Cocktails, good sandwiches and the usual pitchers of beer for the “younger than I” group. Girls
abound, making an excellent picture for a grandfather like myself. Action, action, action!

Open Letter - from Bill Espe
Hello Sidecarists everywhere,

I had occasion to go to Chicago, Illinois on the 12th of May to attend a "U.S.A." meeting and
many subjects were discussed. First I would like to say this, - We are an International sidecar organi-
zation and have been ever since it was created by the founding fathers. The name speaks for itself.
"The United Sidecar Association, Inc." and United we are, all for one and one for all. I'm sure we
have the backing of the Northwest Sidecar Pilots, who by the way seemed to have garnered all the
club space in the motorcycle magazine called "Touring Bike." How do you fellows do it, marry the
editor's daughter?

I am happy to report that the U.S.A. is off to a very fast start and the membership has soared
past the 200 adult mark and if each member will recruit just one more we'll fast approach the 500
adult mark, at $5.00 per family, it's a bargain. The dues will have to go up in '79 cuz there's no way
that we can bring you all of the things you'll want and need at $5.00 per family.

Next, we would like to have every member write to the editor and also send black and white
photos that don't have to be returned. Hope everyone will cooperate as it is very important in produc-
ing an interesting newsletter.

Our secretary, Hal Kendall, is the greatest and he has about worried the state of Illinois to death
with this tollway over-charge of motorcycle sidecar combos. This guy is tenacious and we're glad he's
on our team, or are we on his?? Anyway, Hal, we all appreciate what you are doing for the sidecarists
of North America.
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Open Letter - from Bill Espe, Continued
Speaking of the Illinois Tollways, my son Gerald and I drove from Milwaukee to Homewood,

Illinois to attend the afore-mentioned meeting and needless to say it is an affront to mankind. We left
Milwaukee at 2:45 PM and got to Homewood at 6:00 PM. The 2 hour delay is the direct result of
planned bumper to bumper traffic jams. Illinois is creating this energy consuming miles long traffic
pile-up with their age old system of toll booths. Surely in this modern society that is fast approaching
Inter-Stellar Space travel, Illinois can come up with a better idea??

A word of warning should you have to travel the Illinois Tollways in the hot summer with a
sidecar and an air cooled motorcycle -- don't do it! Truthfully, I have never experienced anything
quite like it and I'm really glad that we were in my son's car and not with one of my sidecar units.

Paula brought "Penny" and the U.S.A. T-shirts - get them while you can. We had enough rain in
Homewood that Strassenburg's dismantled sidecar looked like Noah's Ark.

Remember, when you write the editor, indicate what events and rallies you plan to attend. We
care about all of you - so please write.

Special Editions of the "American Sidecarist."
With your help, we will have special editions of the "American Sidecarist" for your added

enjoyment. To begin with, the most popular sidecar outfit in our Association is the BWM/Stieb - but
other popular combinations are the BMW/Ural, the BMW/Jupiter and the BMW/ Velorex and the
Harley Davidson/Harley Davidson.

We also have sizeable numbers of sidecarists in Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Texas, Washington and Wisconsin.

Beginning in August, we will run a special on selected topics. Success will depend solely on
your response (letters to the Editor - Bill Espe). Letters from any member on any topic are always
welcome at any time so feel free to write. This is your association and you will get out of it what you
put into it.

Selected Topics Schedule (Tentative)
August

a) Summer Touring Experiences

b) Letters from Illinois residents.

c) Letters about rigs pulled by machines of more than 750cc.*
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Selected Topics Schedule (Tentative), Continued
September

a) Towing and pulling trailers

b) Letters from any state beginning with M.

c) Letters about rigs pulled by machines of less than 750cc.

October
a) Legislative restrictions in your home state.

b) Letters from Texas and Iowa.

c) Letters about home-made sidecar rigs.

November
a) Safety aspects of sidecaring

b) Letters from Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana

c) Letters about BMW Sidecar Rigs.

December
a) Winter Riding Preparation.

b) Letters from Florida and Washington.

c) Letters about Harley Davidson sidecar rigs.

Letters can be about ANY subject during that month.

1979 USA National Rally

Note to Bill Espe
The general assembly wanted to know what progress has been made toward obtaining a suitable

composite for the 1979 U.S.A. National Rally.
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LETTERS
To the Executive Committee from the Editor
Letter dated May 27, 1978
Gentlemen:

Your Executive Committee meeting is in direct conflict with your Invitational from the Pure
Stodge Group at Iowa City, Iowa. First things first please. You don't win friends and influence people
by getting an invitation to their event and then not show. Our organization will be judged by the kind
of people and tba number of members that turn out at national gatherings. Publicity is the name of
the game, and free is the only way to go when you are unknown. I have attended the MGNOC,
BMWMOA and their top echelon is always in attendance. I have been given to speak and present our
own awards at their awards presentation dinners. Word of mouth will make or break us. We have a
golden opportunity to make the U.S.A. THE Sidecar Organization that represents sidecaring people
in North America.

National organizations are judged by people in attendance at national gatherings and when the
U.S.A. members attending our 2 invitationals, Iowa City and Aspencade, don't see any of our officers
??? you are judged by 1) did you attend; 2) how did you get there and 3) what did you do while you
were there?

We don't mention other organizations, or run them down, but we profit by their mistakes. I
suggest we use a new motto and that it appear on the bottom of club stationary, "All the way with
U.S.A." Gentlemen, we are the people who put nice, back into motorcycling. We have FREE booth
space at the Aspencade M/C Convention to tell our story. This, the highest class rally in America is
where you will be judged. The you in U.S.A.! Til Thompson will have a special run for sidecarists.
He has removed all 3rd Wheel reference from Aspencade stationary. Gentlemen, the door is wide
open. Please don't lose the perspective. Our newsletter must remain 1st priority. Our commitments
must be followed up - Iowa City and Aspencade.

Sincerely, Bill Espe

Reply from Hal Kendall Letter dated June 2, 1978
Dear Bill:

Your letter to the Committee received. We appreciate your comments. I regret I probably will
not be able to attend the Iowa City invitational. There just are not enough hours or days. Terry and Ed
work shifts and attendance will be extremely difficult. We rely on you in your role of "Mr. Sidecar,"
to portray our desire to assist at these rallies. The other major responsibility is the Newsletter which
requires considerable time to prepare and distribute. We need more contributions on a monthly basis.

We hope more national coverage will result next year with our own rally planned and organized
under your leadership.
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LETTERS, Continued
Reply from Ed Johnson Letter dated June 3, 1978

I like your slogan, "All the way with USA." Your suggestion comes at a good time, as I am
saying some things about new stationary at the next committee meeting. A request will be made to
put this at the bottom of the letterheads.

Bill, I like to think of you as the infantryman, rifle in hand, bayonet mounted in the front lines.
Myself, as one of the support troops in the rear. Both are important and necessary.

At this point in time, my life is so sorted out that I cannot make one national rally. This will
change. Travel is fun and even more so on a motorcycle.

There have been times when I have been in the front lines, so to speak, promoting motorcycle
events, or motorcycling and can recognize your feelings and frustrations. On three different occasions
I have put into print, either directly or indirectly to you, my dream of making a national sidecar
organization, but admitting my inability to do this. You have done it!

It is important that we all contribute what we can. Now, if my inability to travel at this time
means that the U.S.A. cannot be recognized nationally, then we will have to go back to being a local
club, as we were when you joined us. If you can, and want to remain out there in front representing
us, I will greatly appreciate it. Hal and I will continue to work as best we can to help you.

My 1953 HARLEY that pulls the hack is oiling out of not supposed to areas, but is running
strong. TT gearing, a 19 tooth engine sprocket, 23 or 24 is standard for solo, really cranks her on at
low end.

My best wishes to you---

Daylight Lights On and No Light at Night - By Bill Espe
There are many good motorcycles around that cannot operate after dark because of trying to

comply with some states' special motorcycle laws that state motorcycles operating in said state will
burn the headlight by day and by night. I have three touring motorcycles that simply were not de-
signed for continuous 1ighst on driving and I'm sure that there are hundreds of them in every state.

Why cannot the legislators consult with the affected parties before they pass such laws? There is
a government grant study going on in Florida that is trying to discover, technically, whether or not
lights on accomplishes anything more than simple harrassment of motorcyclists and the selling of a
lot of headlight bulbs. It has already been proven that there is no way to determine the speed of an
approaching vehicle with only one headlight burning. I'm certain that the majority of motorcyclists
know when to use their headlight to make their presence known without the states passing laws to
make riding motorcycles, without headlights on, a criminal offense subject to a heavy fine!
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Legislative Scene

Mufflers
The EPA standards require that a motorcycle be tested at near its maximum rated engine speed

and near its maxim engine output. Now, I ask you, is this any kind of a reason-able standard? Who
operates a motorcycle continuously under these conditions? The entire motorcycle fraternity stands
accused for the irresponsible actions of a few. And, the locals can easily nail these under local noise
ordinances.

A more realistic noise level to achieve is the average noise level emitted by a street bike under
normal street operation.

With assistance from Ed Armstrong (ABATE) we will conduct such tests.

Lights
Two safety reports are available upon request. The first deals with the safety aspects of having a

light on during daylight hours. A complete set of accidents, fatalities and registrations has been
obtained from Each of the fifty states and accident rates per thousand registrations compared among
all states and in each state before and after a lights-on law was enacted. Although it may be a
"laudible" wish to believe that a light on will increase conspicuity and therefore multi-vehicle acci-
dents between a motorcycle and another vehicle will decline - yet there is absolutely no indication
that accidents have been prevented or reduced by having a light on during daylight hours.

The other report available upon request, graphically illustrates why many motorcycles cannot
physically comply with continuous lights on operation. This is more true of early H-D's, early
BMW's, some Ducati's, BSA's, Triumph's, some Laverda's, and so forth. Most Japanese machines
appear to be able to comply with few problems.

If you have problems with the battery going flat when trying to comply with a continuous lights
on law, please let us know. If you have ever been in a situation where an accident was positively
avoided in the daytime by your having had a light on, let us know. Also, let us know if you have had
an accident in the daytime even though you had your light on. And, while you are thinking about it,
tell us about what percentage of time you typically drive during night-time hours.

Please write your local legislators and congressmen and ask them to reword the law to read,

It is recommended that mandatory daylight motorcycle headlight laws be repealled andall
vehicles treated alike.   Do it now .  please.
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Legislative Scene, Continued

Handlebars
Several states have altered handlebar height from "not being higher than 15 inches above the

seat" to "not being higher than the shoulders of the driver when seated." We have introduced this bill
into Illinois. The intent of the bill was to eliminate unsafe "apehangers." Now bikes are being made
lower to reduce the center of gravity and hence safer to operate. Some of the new safer machines are
prohibited by many State laws, from being operated.

Check your own state law. Tell us of any law you wish to see repealled and we will see what
support we can provide.

Tollways
Illinois still remains the lone state that deliberately rips off sidecarists. The ball is still in their

court. They have "promised" to classify sidecars as "Class 9 vehicles" which will allow them to
charge us for only 2 axles. Still no commitment from them in writing.

Please ask Mr. Kennelly, Executive Director of the IHSTA what is the delay? Why do they
continue to operate in breach of Statute.

Technical Section
This section will be devoted to one subject related to sidecaring. A very complete article on

sidecar rigs, written by H. A. Kendall, was published several years ago. Rather than give too much
information at one time (and confuse) you will receive in-formation in installments. There are many
who know more about sidecar rigs, so please send your contributions.

Size
Not all motorcycles were designed for hooking a rig onto. In fact, in many European countries,

unless the manufacturer will certify that a particular make and model will haul a sidecar, that outfit is
expressly forbidden. For example, No BMW later than 1969 is certified to pull a hack so you see
many pre-'69 BMW's with '70's power plants pulling chairs merrily in Europe. Please - do not allow
the NHTSA get wind that here is perhaps another place they can stick their big noses into. We have
enough controls.
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Bike - Sidecar Compatibility.
Nor, can any sidecar be fitted to any motorcycle. Balance and common sense must prevail.

Motorcycles may be divided into three major groupings:

Light weight - 125 to 400cc;

middle weight - 400 to 750cc; and

heavy weight - generalli over 750cc.

Likewise, sidecars may be generally divided into three categories:
Light weight - 125 to 175 pounds

middle weight - 175 to 225 pounds, and

heavy weight - Over 225 pounds.

Do not fit a light-weight sidecar to a heavy-weight machine. It will be extremely unstable on
right handers.

Do not fit a heavy-weight sidecar to a light-weight machine. It will adversely affect perfor-
mance. It will place severe stresses on the light-weight frame. It will cause heavy left handers.

Between these limitations some minor variations are permissible. Middle-weights such as the
Stieb and the Watsonian have been fitted to Harley Davidsons. Light-weights such as the Thompson
Cycle Car have been successfully married to middle-weights such as 650 and 750cc Yamahas and
Hondas.

The decision to fit a sidecar onto a machine must not be taken lightly. The normal set-up calls
for four mounting points although some (H-D) have gotten by with three and others have used as
many as seven.

Mounting Points
The two lower mountings are most important. Try to get a place on the frame that is reinforced,

preferably with a cross member to the other side of the frame. In some cases, consideration may be
given to using a sub-frame for the lower mountings (a commercial kit is available to strengthen the
BMW frame). A custom 750 Laverda was prepared for--the Moto Laverda Factory to accommodate
the two lower mounting points, which had a special built subframe due to the absence of a lower
front down tube.  The engine formed part of the intrgral stressed frame member.
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Mounting Points, Continued
On duplex frames try not to hang a mounting on one side of the frame. Always try to distribute

the loading equally on both sides of the cradle.

The forces generated in cornering in either direction place great loads on all connections. Use
the largest and heaviest clamps. Do not use small bolts. Try to get as much distance between all
mounting points on the machine and on the sidecar frame.

The sidecar frame and the machine MUST behave as a unit without flexing. When the machine
and sidecar behave as a unit you may find that low speed wobble is all but eliminated.

Letters
To Ed Johnson from Bill Espe June 7, 1978

I just received your letter today and I want to thank you for all the kind things you said. They are
appreciated. I will be the representative for the U.S.A. if I can count on your vocal support. If all
goes well, weatherwise, we will be headed for Iowa City on Friday to attend the Pure Stodge Rally.
I'll be displaying our colors proudly, too.

Enclosed is a letter that I'm sending to Hal. Many thoughts at random that can be discussed at
the meeting. Keep up the good work at your end and I will do likewise here. Again thank you for the
letter and your supportive concern.

Dear Hal and the rest of you guys and gals,
I just got back from Sylvan Grove KS, the annual Moto-Guzzi get-together and what a terrific

rally. Frank Wedge is the head honcho for MGNOC (Moto-Guzzi National Owners Club). At this
rally met some 3rd Wheel members and cleared the air as to why I left the 3rd Wheel. They were in
sympathy with the cause and it will be straightened out in Texas and the Southwest area.

As they understand now, the basic reason for my leaving the 3rd Wheel was the
disenfrachisement of 80% of the members and I joined those who were disenfranchized. It will be
just a matter of time before the U.S.A., in fact, represents the majority of sidecar people in North
America. In no way do we need the 3rd Wheel and if we continue to let them dictate policy on a
national level they will swallow us up. I suppose by now you have received the proposals presented
by C. Lipton under the guise of unity. I do believe that I mentioned when seeing you in Chicago, that
they are running scared. Their proposal for a Third Wheel International is a last ditch stand to keep
the 3rd Wheel from going under. Truly, from talking to 3rd Wheel members at Sylvan Grove, most
will not renew memberships. These national oriented people are very disappointed in these locals for
their treatment of Bill and Delores. They cannot help but see all the good these two people have done
to further the sport and improve acceptance of sidecars at a national level.
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Letters
Dear Hal and the rest of you guys and gals, Continued

I neither correspond with C. Lipton nor do I condone printing his proposals in our newsletter
Most true sidecarists are interested in the happenigs of sidecar people and sidecar events, not in
rehashing the 3rd Wheel.

Your last newsletter was terrific with something for everyone. If the newsletter continues this
standard members will join to receive the newsletter. Hal, I hope you will use the technical article
you authored in England in an upcoming newsletter. It is well written and very informative (the
article will be rewritten and updated as a series - HAK).

Back to C. Lipton. He called Frank Wedge and told him he had no business printing your letter
introducing me as editor of the U.S.A. newsletter (Frank told me this at the rally). Frank's reply to
Lipton was that Bill had been supportive of the Guzzi Rally even when not in attendance and he
would continue to print whatever he desired. Enuff said??

I do not condone exchanging newsletters with the 3rd Wheel (since when does Macy tell
Gimble what their new fall line will be?) as they will only pick your brain, and feel you out, and be
one jump ahead of you. I suggest that we give them what they said they always wanted - to be - a
local social club.

A 3rd Wheel member - based in the Twin City area - is so disgusted with that organization, he is
suggesting a proposal be made at the rally to disband the 3rd Wheel and for everyone to receive their
money back. As an Incorporated organization he believes they are not acting in all their members'
behalf and should therefore be disbanded.  If they wished, they could start over under new rules. He,
Bud Meldahl, should be joining the U.S.A. soon.

Now to the business at hand. I suggest that we do not settle on a date for our U.S.A. rally until I
find out when the BMWMOA National will hold their rally. They have given me much support and
many of their members would be coming to our rally. I do not want our rally to conflict with theirs.

Hal, these are some random thoughts that I wanted to share. The last newsletter was so good that
I truly feel that the U.S.A. is on the way. Keep up the good work.

Sincerely,bill Espe

"ALL THE WAY WITH THE U.S.A."



Page 12

United Sidecar Association

Newsletter No. 23        June 1978

The formation of a NATIONAL Association
The formation of a National Federation for Sidecars has now been thoroughly explored.' The

United Sidecar Association believes that a loosely knit association wherein each club retains its own
identity is in the best interests of all sidecarists, whether they are individuals, small clubs or large
clubs. Such an association has been very effective in England.

For continuity, we believe that officers should be appointed for an indeterminate term because
they want to do the job and know they will be in office long enough to do their job effectively..

The 3rd Wheel on the other hand, wants all clubs to dissolve and be "reborn" under The Third
Wheel International," with an annual election of officers at the Mid-American Sidecar Rally.

Other than these two major areas of conflict many of the aims and policies suggested by the 3rd
Wheel and the U.S.A. are quite similar.

Although it does not appear that the U.S.A. and the 3rd Wheel can form a merger because of our
different viewpoints, we will continue to work with and support the 3rd Wheel in promoting
sidecaring interests throughout the United States and abroad.

Furthermore, the presence of two major national associations, allows the sidecarist the choice of
which association he feels can do the most for him. It also eliminates in-fighting which can drive any
club into a ruinous situation.

Copies of the U.S.A. or 3rd Wheel proposals are obtainable upon request from the Secretary.

Treasurer
We have an opening for a Treasurer. This is an unpaid voluntary posting which will allow the

incumbent to committee voting privileges.

If you have experience in this area and would like to assist the U.S.A. in a positive manner,
please send your name to the Secretary. If you believe another member may wish to serve, send his
name in. We will contact him (or her). As we are family memberships, wives are just as eligible as
the husbands.

It is desirable, but not necessary, to be able to attend any regular and any committee meeting
which are normally held about 30 miles south of Chicago.

Send your names in as early as possible preferable before July 4th with a brief note of your
experience. All candidates will be reviewed at the next committee meeting andthe successful candi-
date presented to the general membership in the "American Sidecarist." Unless any member can
show just cause that the selected person should not be confirmed for the position of treasurer or can
suggest a better candidate, the new treasurer will be confirmed at the following committee meeting.
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Cover Design Contest
We have received many comments on our cover design. Some think it is the greatest - others

feel it is too reminiscent of the 3rd Wheel cover. Some dislike it intensely. You cannot please every-
one. There are a lot of artistic types out there. Send us your ideas. The best design used will win a
U.S.A. T-Shirt. All entrants will receive a U.S.A. patch. Just for a few minutes of artistic pleasure.
Keep it simple and effective. The contest closes on September 1. Send entries to the Secretary.

Committee Meeting
At the Committee Meeting (one is normally scheduled the evening preceeding the monthly

regular meeting), Lee and Hal Kendall were present in addition to Paula, Ed, Becky and Terry.

The first order of business was the acceptance with regret, of Terry's resignation as Club Trea-
surer. His duties will be carried out by Ed Johnson until this position can be filled on a permanent
basis.

All membership applications should be directed to the Secretary, H. A. Kendall. All requests for
club paraphernalia should be directed to Ed Johnson.

::::

Regular Monthly Meeting
Nearly twenty people turned out on six outfits plus assorted two wheeled vehicles, for the June

meeting (10th).

In addition to Hal and Lee, Larry and Doris, Craig, Barbara and Joel, Terry, Becky and Kyle,
Darryl and Phoebe, were Joe, Ed, Jim and Dave. We were happy to see a new enthusiast, Al Sanders.

Fifty percent of the outfits were powered by BMW's, the remaining outfits were examples of
Laverda, Harley-Davidson and Honda. Solo machines included an automatic Guzzi(which popped
the clutch cable while at rest), another Guzzi, a Suzuki and a BMW solo.

Several machines were tested for noise (measured 6 feet behind at 2000 RPM). Most BMW's
regardless of muffler, varied from 75.5 to 77 dB although each had a distinctive and characteristic
note. The H-D and the Lav were the most masculine at a healthy 83/84 dB while the Honda was
whisper quiet at 67 dB.

Later tests showed that while the Laverda emitted only 67 to 70 dB (standard fly-by at 30 mph
in 4th or 5th), if forced to drive in low or 2nd gear at 30 mph, this increased noise levels to 75 to 78
dB. The lower gears are necessary to generate sufficient engine speed to prevent the batter discharg-
ing with the headlight on. Fuel consumption is also increased from over 80 mpg to between 20 and
25 mpg by driving in the lower gears.
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OUR T-SHIRTS ARE IN!
They are Medium Blue and have our Logo on the back in Black outline. We have them in the

following sizes:

Child - XL (14-16) - Adult - M, Adult - L, Adult - XL Price is $5.00 postpaid.

Send Check or money order to: Ed Johnson, 510 E. 162nd Street, South Holland, 11. 60473.

Motorvation's Coupe Royale - Bill Espe
I had the pleasure of driving one of our newest member's sidecars, a Coupe Royale owned by

John Johnson of Fargo N.D. John ordered his Coupe Royale in March and received it on May 2. It
was worth waiting for. He quickly, and I mean quickly, bolted the Coupe to a Gold Wing. This
machine will be his guinea pig for this year. As bad as the hook-up was, it did not deter me from
trying it out. I rode the combo to downtown Fargo and we were an immediate success. Everywhere
we stopped a small crowd would gather around us, some wanted rides and some had a million ques-
tions to ask. One guy came over and rode with me and his response was "I just gotta have one." I
have driven many sidecars but none has the overall appeal that this Coupe has. About 3 or 4 days
later, John and myself worked on the hook-up and I believe we now have it perfected.

Our son in Milwaukee will be getting the Spyder T-1 and if it's anything like the Coupe he's
really going to like it. It is now ready and on its way. Lloyd Woolery and myself will set it up and I'll
get a chance to try it before Gerald picks it up. By next issue I hope to report on the Spyder.

Now back to the Coupe,. All of the passengers liked the ride and none seemed afraid. I had as
many as 3 kids inside and one on the bike. We really had a ball. The Gold Wing handled the sidecar
beautifully. John, a mechanic in his own right, welded some of the fittings onto the Gold Wing. The
attachments are very rugged. I would like to try the same outfit set up with a trailing fork by
Motorvation (BMW old style) and that should prove to be a whole new ball game. I would say that
anyone wanting a really sharp siedcar with full coverage, the Coupe Royale is the way to go. A
brochure was in the May Issue of the "American Sidecarist" Newsletter with full particulars de-
scribed inside.

Bill Espe, Editor
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Motorcycle Insurance - Ed Johnson
$50.00 per year, City of Chicago, fire and theft only, $2000.00 valuation - new 1200cc Harley.

The year was 1964, my first year as an Agent with Midwest Mutual Insurance Co. If all you
wanted was fire and theft you could buy it. Now to get it you have to buy collision and liability also.
1978, City of Chicago, and all of Cook County, same company: Age 17-19 - $1744.00 - Age 27 or
older: $1110.00.

Outside of Cook, Lake, DuPage Counties in Illinois, and outside of Lake and Marion Counties
in Indiana, the rates drop drastically. Simply stated, rates are adjusted up and down by losses experi-
enced, and the cost of administration. For several years records were kept at Motorcycle Insurance
Agency of claims submitted. It was called the "box score": eg. 1972---- 41, 1973---- 64, 1974---- 69.

On the application I submitted to Midwest Mutual for my Harley and sidecar, I made note that
the "Chair" was attached. My premium for 100/300,000/25,000 liability and property damage, unin-
sured motorist's coverage, and 10/20,000 passenger liability is $176.00 per year. No surcharge for the
"hack." Rev. Ritchie and Virginia one of our original members, paid an accesory charge, and had full
coverage on the motor-cycle and sidecar, at no surcharge.

Price range of premiums: 550cc or under - reasonable wherever you live.

750cc - the "bite" is on

750cc over - high.

It has been the purpose of this to give examples, rather than generalties, but they have crept in
anyway. In summation, it has to be said that each person has to be taken on an individual basis in
figuring a premium. However, what you want I can get, if you "can pay the freight" which can be
high or extremely reasonable.

June 1978 issue, "American Motorcyclist," (AMA) has an excellent article on bike insurance.

An inquiry sheet is enclosed. I am an agent only in Illinois and Indiana, but will gladly forward
any inquiries returned directly to an appropriate insurance company, if other than in these two states.
For the possible benefit that might accrue to me financially for this inclusion, I have paid the entire
cost of postage for this newsletter.  Ed Johnson
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Northwest Sidecar Pilots - Schedule of Events
For information, contact Bill Powell, 7290 E. Harrison, Port Orchard, Washington - 871-0849.

June 4 - Sunday
Bainbridge Island Tour. Ride leaves at the IGA parking lot at 9:30, two miles north of the Ferry

on the main highway. Take the 8:30 Seattle/Winslow Ferry Bring lunch.
June 18 - Sunday

Road Rally. Ride leaves at 10:00 from Sambo's on 196 in Lynwood.
June 25 - Sunday

Mystery Ride. Meet Kingston, Wash. 9:00 - use the kingston-Edmonds Ferry. Bring camera,
warm clothing and lunch.
July 1-4 - Saturday through Tuesday

Northwest Sidecar 4th of July Campout and Picnic - come relax, fish, clam, hike, meet and talk
with other sidecar people or just sleep. Bring the whole family - $3.50 approximately per night per
family. Located on the Kitsap Peninsula at Penrose Point State Park in Longbranch, Washington.
Take Highway 16 out of Tacoma to Purdy and follow the signs to Penrose Point State Park. Motels
and restaurants available.
July 16 - Sunday

Gig Harbor rider - leave Olympic Village, Gig Harbor, Wash. Ride leaves at 10:00 Bring lunch.
July 30 - Sunday

Fort Steilacoom Ride - meet at the Tacoma Mall at theaters -385h and 1-5 - 9:00 Bring lunch.
August 12-13 - Saturday and Sunday

Mt. Rainier Ride. Please call on this ride or write Al Benoliel, 1837 155th S.E. Bellevue, Wash.
98007 - 746-1222.
August 27 - Sunday

Mt. Baker Day Ride. Meet at Country Kitchen, Everett, Wash. 1520 41st Ave and Colby, Exit
192 off 1-5 - 8:00.
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U.S.A. Club Runs
June ll - Open
18 - Father's Day

23 - Camel Pro Series, Santa Fe Park, Championship TT Race
(Friday Night) Meet: Harvey Cycle, 14755 S. Halsted, Harvey - 5:30 PM

25 - "Time Was Village Museum," Mendota, Illinois
July 2 - Open

8 - Overnight Tour, Byron, Illinois

9 - ,, I,

16 - Scrambles, Covel Creek Speedway, Ottawa, Illinois
Sun & Fun Swim Party, Lake Michigan, Michigan City, Indiana - Cookout.

27 - Fourth Annual Mid America Sidecar Rally to 30
Menomonee, Wisconsin Fairgrounds.

All runs will meet at the Plantation House, Monee, Illinois at 9:00 AM and leave promptly at
9:30 AM - Unless otherwise specified.







Heat and Dehydration
As the summer comes upon us, we need to be increasingly aware of crashes related to heat and

dehydration. There have been several heat-related deaths reported this year in various marathons and
track meets. We are offering this information to promoting organizations because both motocross and
enduros are extremely demanding sports requiring a great deal of exertion and, therefore, loss of
body fluids.

Basically, there are three types of health problems related to heat. They are called heat stroke,
heat syncope and heat exhaustion. Of these three, the first is by far the most severe and fortunately
least common type. The most common problems that we see are either heat syncope or heat exhaus-
tion but if left unchecked, these can progress to more dangerous states.

Heat stroke is a reversal of the body's normal mechanisms for maintaining temperature, causing
extremely high temperatures within the body core. While it is most common on hot days and in
closed hot conditions, it may occur unsuspectingly in susceptible people in open places, even on mild
days. Susceptible persons are those with lung disease, heart disease and the elderly. The symptoms
are an extremely high temperature, a strong rapid pulse and hot, dry skin. The patients first feel faint
and dizzy,.then begin to stagger, have nausea, become confused, irrational and finally lethargic. They
then lose conscicusness and their temperature goes extremely high. Immediate cooling can save lives
and is essential.

If the patient is still conscious, he or she should be given moderate to large volumes of cold
liquids. They should be cooled immediately by removing all constricting clothes and placing wet
sheets over them or placing them in a cool tub of water. If heat stroke is suspected at a motocross
track or an enduro, the speed with which the patient is moved to a cool spot (and his riding suit
removed) may be a determining factor in whether the rider lives. If there is a stream or creek nearby,
he should either be placed in it or have wet clothes placed on top of him after his riding suit. and
other clothes have been removed. This person is in extreme danger of circulatory collapse and
should be transported to a hospital as soon as the cooling has begun or the patient is wetted down.
It would not be advisable to transport them until they have been stripped of all but their  underclothes
and some attempt to cool them has been made.

The second two conditions--heat syncope and heat exhaustion--while not as life threatening, can
be dangerous. They can "sneak up" on a rider and cause an accident. Heat syncope is that type of
"hot" feeling you get when you have been standing in a closed room for a long time, looking at one
point, and you feel faint. It is similar to the feeling you have after sitting down for a long time On a
hot day and suddenly standing up. The affected person is cool and sweaty. The skin is pale, and there
is a rapid weak pulse, in contrast to the hot, dry skin of the person with heat stroke. People suffering
from heat syncope will be sweating, and the proper treatment is to cool them down and give them
lots of fluids. This is generally a transient and short-lived episode.

Heat exhaustion is another common occurrence around enduros and motocross tracks. Heat
exhaustion is a cumulative disease, whereas syncope can come on suddenly. It is due to loss of body
fluids and electrolytes over a period of time. with no replacement. The patient feels tired, trot, might
begin to have muscle cramps and feel fatigued. Sometimes there is nausea and deliriousness. This is
especially dangerous because the patient or rider may feel well or even euphoric when his reflexes
and reaction times are actually sluggish.

AMA
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Heat and Dehydration, Continued
The treatment for this is to provide a lot of fluids, especially those containing electrolytes such

as Gatorade, ERG or any of tie,. commercially-available fluids. For these purposes, fluids with high
sugar content are not as good as those with lower sugar content, as sugar retards absorption of the
fluids to a certain extent.

Heat exhaustion is probably much more common than we realize. An enduro rider can lose 5-10
percent of his body weight in a 100-mile event. This figures out at 5-10 pounds for your 98-pound
weakling, so it could be from 10 to 20 pounds for an “average" rider. This is why all the clubs should
encourage riders to bring lots of fluids and drink them regularly during the events.

For enduros, it might not be a bad idea to have drinks of some sort at gas stops, or to at least
make sure that the riders watch themselves. At motocrocross races, the referee should check in the
pits to make sure riders are drinking plenty of fluids.

One word of advice regarding salt pills--they take a fairly lengthy time to work and they are
effective only if taken several hours before with large volumes of water. If large volumes of water are
not taken in, salt tablets can be detrimental. In the long run, it is much better to drink some type of
fruit juice or Gatorade, etc., rather than igest salt tablets.

On a hot day, riders need to drink 4-6 quarts a day minimum if they are exerting themselves
(one would assume they are exerting themselves if they are in an enduro or motocross.)

For reprints of this article, please contact the Member Activities Department, c/o AMA, P. O.
Box 141, Westerville, Ohio 43081.







FOR SALE - WANTED - EXCHANGE

Wanted: 27/7 Sidecar gear - rear drive for /2 BMW
Lynn Andersen, 1430 Ellisville, Schaumburg, Illinois 60193 (312-980-8452) Will buy or trade for

solo rear drive.

Sale:1975 850T Guzzi w/Spirit of America Sidecar $1995 Contact: Jack Schoeck, J & S Cycle, 11
West 1st Avenue, Emporia, Kansas 66801 (316-342-7008/342-4517)

Sale:1976 R75/6 BMW, Glaser Fairing, Solo Seat - 1000 miles $3000 Daniel E. Rewers - 865-4701

Wanted: TR500 or Special sidecar . Dave Tenpenny, 2514 E. 19th St., Tucson, Arizona 85716

Sale: 1966 R69S w/1955 TR500 BMW Steib Special S/C. Both in show cond.
Have all papers. $8000 C. Chance, P. O. B. 86, Fullerton, Calif. 92632 (714-826-8568)

Sale: Bender Florin, used 25 mi. $ 700 J. Hansen, P. O. B. 9083, San Jose, California 95157

Sale: Steib LS200, needs cosmetic work but ready to go $ 800 Gwyn Jones, Woodhill Road, R.D.
1, Newtown, Pa. 18940 (215-968-3958)

Sale: Watsonian 2 seat, restored, new $ 800 Send SASE envelope for photo
Paul Wood, 703 W. 156 St., Gardena, California 90247 (213-327-8951)

Sale: American Eagle new $ 400 Bob Harris, 2714 Southland Blvd. San Angelo, Texas 76901
(915-949-1873)

Sale: 1974 BMW R90S, 13,000 mi. Vetter Fairing Krauser bags, teutonic seats w/Spirit Eagle S/C
matching paint (candy gold) cost $9.500 - $5,500 Ralph Dady (312-662-4450)

Sale: 1977 H-D FLH, special factory order, 3 speed w/reverse, adjustable forks, steering damper,
oil cooler and matching 1958 H-D (metal) sidecar 7,000 miles. $5500

Also 1936 H-d VL - 2 yr. total restoration nearly complete $2000 Mike Keane, 4677 Carpinteria
Ave., Carpinteria, Ca. 93013 (805-684-642

4)
Wanted: Convertible top for S-500 Steib or parts of S-500 top, especially the fabric parts or a pattern

of the fabric parts. Lowell Sites, 4695 Grove City Road, Grove City, Ohio 43123

Trade: Vincent Comet for a sidecar - TR500, LS200, Hollandia or what have you. Warren Mann, %
10 Lantern Lane, Merrimack, N. H. 03054

Wanted: Indian sidecar complete - also skirted fender for Indian sidecar.
Bill Glendenning, 665 Woodridge Dr., St. Paul, Minnesota 55118 (612-457-6869)

Wanted: Velorex  body  and fender. Paula Scheidler, 639 Hoffman Street, Hammond, Indiana 46327

Wanted: Goulding Rocket SC Chester Zawalich, 4780 N. 161st Street, Brookfield, Wisconsin 53005



FOR SALE - WANTED - EXCHANGE (CONT.)

Sale: 1975 H-D Electra Glide w/H-D sidecar, white - 11,000 miles $4000 Dorothy Wilwert,
Dubuque, Iowa (319-582-6145)

Sale: Parts - 1950-60 Guzzi 125cc; 1968-74 Guzzi -7; 750-850cc; 15-rt shift cony. for V-7; copies
of shop, rider and parts books for Guzzi 125, AJS; Norton, Zundapp, Royal Enfield, BSA (all
models), Triumph 200, Harley 25 and 165, Sachs, Suzuki, Yamaha M/Cs and snowmobiles, at
dealer's cost Write for price quote and availability of parts. Joe Rybacek, 338 Hill Street,
Woodstock, Illinois 60098 (815-338-0664)

Sale: 1975 Jawa 350 fitted for S/C - also cylinder guards for Zundapp. Engine, frame door unit,
alloy wheels from R27 BMW. Price open to haggling. Bob Klahn, 304 N. Winter St. Yellow
Springs, Ohio 45387

Wanted: Avon or Avon style Fairing for /2, old style Craven bags, complete headlight assembly for /5
or tachometer and speedometer for /6. Mark Tetreau, Route #2, Box 57D, Rapid City, Michigan
49676

Sale: 1973 BMW R75/5 Avon Fairing, Wixom Bags and back trunk $1550 /2 4.5 gal tank -
$40; 1962 R60 Engine - $125; /6 frame - make offer; parts from 1975 R90/6 and more

Mark Tetreau - address above.

U.S.A. ROSTER (CONT.)
116. Ken Brooker, Apt. 202, 2600 Little Pine Court, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23452

117. Carlton E. Pheil, P. O. Box 643, Chambersburg, Pa. 17201

118. Bruce A. Brosseau, 513 S. Cleveland, Bourbonnais, Illinois 60915

119. Sid A. Marston, Jr., 8 Vernon Street, Newton, Mass. 02158

120. Til Thompson, Box 970, Ruidoso, New Mexico 88345

121. Gunnar Rosenquist, 1432 5th Street, N.E., Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414

122. Robert Bussell, 2707 Tropicana, Riverside, California 92504

123. Ron Derdzinski, 3832 W. 124th Street, Alsip, Illinois 60658

124. Neil E. Brouell, 410 Knight Cr. Wichita Falls, Texas 76301

125. Carl Austin, 6101 St. Joseph Avenue, N.W., Albuquerque, New Mexico 87120

126. Scott R. Ingram, 4215 Morningside Road, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55416
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