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LETTERS
Well at long last my 750 G.S.Suzy Kenna outfit is on the road. The gearing as suspected is

perfect. I can drive around my bouough in 4th and 5th gear. The steering is a bit heavy but I am using
European bars. The triple brake set-up on the Suzy is fantastic and the outfit stops on a dime. No
bottoming on the suspension except once on a real whoop-de doo that made me feel like a Moto-
Cross Cat.

Mr. Kenna., the builder, is in England now looking at a leading link front end being made by
BKW. They are being made for Honda and I hope for the Suzuki, as I can use it. He is also looking
for a larger gas tank as I only have a 120-140 mile range. I hope he can locate a. 6 gallon or larger
tank, preferably a 10 gallon one. I am having the car fitted with a convertable top which doesn't come
with the car.

The car was the first fitted to a Suzy, so we encountered problems due to the fact that we bought
the cycle in Pittsburg and made the fitting by measuring a cycle on a showroom nearby. A good friend
recut and fitted the brackets.

We managed to get an extremely narrow track on the outfit. This was one of the goals I sought
when making the second outfit. The only two(2) accessories on the outfit are a Jawcal Mini Fairing
and a J&R 4-into-one exhaust which made it look very cafe. I think you will like the looks. I love: it!

Tom Sharican, Bethel Park PA. Kenna S C

    

Tom Sharican’s 750 G.S. Suzi w/ Kenna
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VICTORY! How Sweet It Is.
by Bill Espe # 41

All of you who travel are familiar with the tollway system used by different States in America
(planned traffic jams) but a lot of you didn't know that sidecarists were charged for three axles, the
same as an 80,000 lb truck. Is that fair?

Hal Kendall, the Secretary of the United Sidecar Association (U.S.A.), decided to tackle this
overbearing situation forthwith. He contacted the offending States and told them of the inequities. All
except one State told their toll booth operators to immediately stop charging sidecarists a higher toll
than a regular automobile. The State of Illinois was not about to yield to the "U.S.A." and Hal Ken-
dall, but this tenacious rascal wasn't about to let loose either, as he bit deeper into their throats and
applied even more pressure via the A.M.A.

Illinois struggled and squirmed to get loose from this upstart from Australia, but their frenzied
attempt to hang on to this unjustified law was all in vain, as they finally succumbed to reality, the
United Sidecar Association and to the big gun himself, Hal Kendall. All sidecarists of North America
owe you a debt of gratitude Hal, and as I've said before, weare glad that you are with us, or we with
you. It is through the efforts of people like Hal Kendall and the U.S.A. that some of the inequities,
singled out for motorcyclists in particular, will be overcome! This kind of performance pays off on
the membership roster also, as the U.S.A. roster is fast approaching the 400 adult mark.

The above victory is specifically for sidecarists, but remember this, sidecarists are first, last and
always, motorcyclists, so in fact it is a victory for all of us, and we really need your help. If you own
and drive a sidecar outfit, no matter what kind, we would like to have you in the U.S.A., Inc. When
we go before the legislators of some of the offending States and ask them to correct a bad law, lights
on in day light for cycles only, we want to show them our roster, representing sidecarists all over
North America. We are hoping that our friends in the related industries will print this as they too can
celebrate this victory.
Reprinted from MGNOC News - August 1978

TRUCKER TRAVELS THOUSANDS of MILES on CYCLE
DURING SUMMER VACATIONS

Eugene Hess puts in several thousand miles a year driving a tractor-trailer from Lancaster to the
Delaware-Maryland area and he likes his job. But the miles he really loves are those he puts in each
summer with his motorcycle and sidecar and the attached trailer.

Hess and his wife Mary put in several thousand miles this summer and covered 17 states in their
unusual vehicle. They're looking forward to next summer when they again will take to the open road
in "How 'Bout That" - the name given to his vehicle. "Everyplace we go people look at us and say
"How 'Bout That", so we thought we'd beat them to the punch. We put that on the back of the trailer.

The Hess’s belong to the growing fraternity of motorcycle enthusiasts and visit virtually every
major and a lot of minor cycling events on the Eastern Seaboard. But during the summer, they head
for the big events - the national motorcycle races. And by doing so, they cover a lot of ground. In
June they traveled to Laconia N.H. for the Nationals. They took in the whole New England area on
that trip. Later in the summer they went to the National Motorcycle races at Springfield MO by the
way of several states.
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TRUCKER TRAVELS THOUSANDS of MILES on CYCLE
DURING SUMMER VACATIONS, Continued

And when they aren't making the long trips they spend their weekends going to races around the
East and taking part in activities of the Garden Spot Motorcycle Club in Stevens. Hess bought the
cycle and sidecar two years ago. Its the 15th motorcycle Hess has owned and its his favorite. With
Hess in the saddle and a female in the sidecar they take their time traveling, seeing sights and camp-
ing overnite in the many state parks along the way.

"You'll meet a lot of interesting and nice people along the way." Hess says. "It's the only way to
travel." In addition to driving a truck and cycle, the Hess’s own two cars. The favorite question of
other travelers who see “How 'Bout That” on the highways are: "What do you do when it rains?" (put
on raincoats); and "Did that thing pull that trailer all this distance?" (yes). The cycle is a BMW R-
which came with the sidecar attached. The camping trailer opens into a tent that sleeps 6 persons.
The rear of the trailer is festooned with stickers showing many places the Hess’s have traveled. The
most popular type of run is a "poker run" in which the speed is not a factor but alertness and luok is.
On the poker run you take off and look for spots of lime on the side of the road. They tell you when
to turn and where to go. At one spot there is an envelope which contains a poker hand. The cyclist
with the best hand at the end of the race, wins. It's entirely a matter of luok Hess says. "The important
thing is it gives you an excuse to go out and drive around the countryside. Hess and his wife take part
in about 70 poker runs a year. Each run is 35-75 miles long and is usually attended by about 80
cyclists. Hess has ridden motorcycles about 24 years, his wife 10.  1965, Orig. Pub. in Local Paper.

Eugene Hess’sBMW R-60 with sidecar and “How 'Bout That”Trailer
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The Good News
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

We now have a new MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY. She is the beautiful, bubbling Connie
Brown, # 42 and her husband is Howard. She is now part of the officialdom of The United Sidecar
Association. Their addrss is: 2657 Shiras Ave., Dubuque Iowa 52001; phone 319-588-1884.
The governing body for the USA now.reads like this:

Ed Johnson South Holland IL

Hal Kendall Houston TX

Connie Brown Dubuque IA

Bill Espe Minneapolis MN

That's what you call a national sidecar organization and you ain’t seen nothing yet.

TRIBUTE to JULIUS KEGEL
by Bill Epse

The grand old man of motocycling is gone but there is no way he'll ever be
forgotten.   He was killed in a collision with a pickup truck about 3 miles
from his home. I first heard of the accident while attending the BMWRA
rally in Ourey, CO on the 27th of August. The bearer of the information
was Jack the Ripper, a well known person of motorcyling in his own
rights, told Roger Hull and myself of the passing of this great man of
motorcycling. I use the term great, because, how many persons do you
know across America that have reached the age of 87 years and still ride a
motorcycle/sidecar combo? The average person never makes it to 70 and
only a minute few percent ever take up the sport of motorcycling. Julius
was an avid cyclist and sidecarist right up to the fateful accident. The
driver of the pickup truck that hit him said "I started to slow down when
it appeared that he may not stop, but it was not enough." And so, as the
saying goes, " he died with his boots on."

A year ago, coming back from the BMWMOA National rally in Colorado,
I came upon Julius. I took two (2) action photos of him at 55mph. They'll
be treasured memories of a man we'll never forget, both in America and
Europe. Thus ended the Julius Kegel era and he will remain a legend to be
talked about around the camp fires at future rallies. Gone yes, forgotten,
NEVER, Julius Kegel.
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Opinion - From Rider, August 1978
to Ms Joan Claybrook, Director NHTSA

You decry this machine which can only be characterized as a street legal road racer. This ma-
chine is capable of exceeding the national speed limit in low gear, and has a top speed of more than
135 mph, in stock condition. People don't buy that kind of machine to cruise around the block. But
Honda is not alone to blame — all of the Motorcycle Safety Foundation Supporting companies, as
well as 5 other companies, are marketing these machines.

On helmets, we don't disagree — but we don't agree. You are now officially neutral on the key
safety provision in motorcycling — helmet use laws. The effectiveness of safety helmets in prevent-
ing or reducing the severity of head injury in motorcycle crashes has been well-known and well
documented for more than 30 years. Yet, fewer than one-third of the accident-involved motorcyclists
are wearing helmets voluntarily. Nor have motorcycle manufacturers, organizations representing
them, such as the Motorcycle Industry Council or the Motorcycle Safety Foundation, or motorcycle
enthusiast organizations such as the American Motorcyclist Association, attempted to mount any sort
of concerted effort to encourage the use of helmets. Rather, they have chosen either to remain silent,
or to attack the efficacy of laws requiring the use of safety helmets.

I don't intend to rehash the pros and cons of helmet use laws or the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation's change in policy. I will only say to you what has frequently been said to the motor
vehicle manufacturers: If industry refuses to monitor itself and allows its hazards to become a major
public health problem, then society is inevitably going to step in to perform that function with all
inefficiency and irritations that accompany regulation.

I also look at it in much more human terms. I think back to a conversation with a father who
approached me not long ago to tell me of the death of his 23-year-old son shortly after the Connecti-
cut helmet law was repealed. He looked at me helplessly and said: "My son submitted to the social
pressure of his friends to be macho macho in not wearing his helmet. Can't you do something?"

That is my rhetorical question to you. And although the answer is obvious, it is one that you, as the
profit-makers of the motorcycle industry, should ask yourself — both personally and professionally.

TO: JOAN CLAYBROOK, NHTSA, WASHINGTON, D.C.
CC: MSF, WASHINGTON, D.C.
How many people have motorcycle riders killed?

As the father said, "Who sold my boy the first beer?,

Who sold my boy the first barbituate?,

Who sold my boy the first marijuana cigarette?,

Who sold my boy the first cigarette?

I feel that your remarks are inflamatory and against my first interest, motorcycles!

Edgar N. Johnson
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Motorcycle Sidecar Safety Program - H. A. Kendall

(Hal goes BACK to School to learn HOW to Develop a School for Training Sidecar Instruction)

We receive many letters requesting sidecar skill training programs. The following letter, re-
ceived from John Lavallee of Massachusetts, is typical and is the reason why the U.S.A. is promoting
sidecar skill training programs.
Dr. Kendall:

“I never knew of the "United Sidecar Association" until I read your comment regarding insur-
ance - (American Motorcyclist-July). Glad to know the U.S.A. exists. Here in Western Massachusetts
there are very few sidecars. As a neophite to both motorcycles and sidecars I crave good information
in the use and operation of both. I own a new Honda 1000 to which. I've attached a Ural sidecar.
Though I've taken the motorcycle instructor course given by A.M.A. in Maryland, I found they know
very little about sidecar use or safety with sidecars.

“If your Association can help me enjoy this sport safely, I would welcome an opportunity to join
- may I hear from you!!”

In order to see what motorcycle training programs are all about, yours truly took the basic
instruction course for beginners put on by the Bloom Trail High School in Chicago Heights, Illinois.
This program is operated through the Motorcycle Safety Program of the Northeastern Illinois Univer-
sity. The program, in turn, is part of the larger program operated through the State of Illinois as part
of their Safety Program.

About five years ago the big five motorcycle manufacturers sponsored the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation to promote safe riding habits. A motorcycle, properly ridden, and, with a full knowledge
of the potential dangers and limitations is no more haardous than any other form of transportation.

The Illinois Safety Program began a short two years ago. Last year over 1000 cyclist: entered the
Cook County Motorcycle Training Program with about 80 percent completing the course. Last year
nearly 25,000 persons throughout the U.S.A. graduated from this course.

Typically, about 60% will receive their M license while the balance are old timers who want a
refresher. Of course, a few do drop out but those that do usually lose interest in motorcycling and do
not become statistics.

Although I tried to enroll incognito the newspapers broke the Tollway story just prior to my
second lesson and the cat was out of the bag. The principal instructor, Richard C. Bradshaw is long
on cycle experience, having spent five years racing in national enduros. He has taught Motorcycle
Safety Programs for two years. His co-instructor is Jim Long, a dedicated motorcyclist enthusiast,
who taught motorcycle safety three years ago, a full year before the State of Illinois began their
training program.

The program begins with a group of people usually female, from 15½ to 72 (average age late thir-
ties), who have never ridden a motorcycle in their life, yet all have been bitten by the desire to ride. One
way or another they will be on the highway on a two-wheeler. They have the option of buying the motor-
cycle (or borrowing one from a well meaning but totally illadvised friend), receiving a few hasty remarks
such as "here is the clutch lever and there is the gear change." But, what in hell is a gear change? After all,
all cars have automatic transmissions don't they? And why does the blasted thing keep falling over? I
learned in this fashion - at age 14. I recall I stalled the 1940 BSA 250cc at my first attempt. Then I took off
from the dealer's showroom and never looked back. But, then again, I was lucky.
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Motorcycle Sidecar Safety Program, Continued
After about 30 spills of various kinds I learned how to ride reasonably well. Finally I wised up

and added a training wheel. The outfit never fell over when I stopped and the number of spills was
reduced. But again, it was learning by trial and error. In retrospect I look back and wonder how many
needless spills I took that may have been prevented if only someone took just a few hours to show
me how to ride, and to ride safely, before I turned myself loose on the highway. Blame the lack of
available and skilled instructors.

Even now that is exactly how the majority of the millions of motorcyclists on the highway
learned to 'ride.' The lucky ones survive. The unlucky ones become statistics. Under the circum-
stances it is amazing that so few actually become statistics. The motorcycle is now far safer than it
was in earlier years. Fatality rates have dropped from nearly 12 per 10,000 registered motorcycles in
1960 to just over 6 per 10,000 in 1976.

Perhaps the best part of the M.S.F. program is to watch these neophytes, in some 'cases they are
absolutely scared stiff, rapidly lose their fear under the competent instruction received and become
very proficient in handling a two wheeler in only a few short courses (course length 23 hours). They
all continue to pass a skill test confidentally that is much tougher than the State licensed skill test.

Some 24 States actively promote safety programs aided by State and Federal Highway Safety
Funds. That is good but it is not good enough. With your help, we want to see similar programs in all
States. Talk to your legislators and safety officials where you do not have a program.

And that brings us to sidecar safety. In the hands of a novice the sidecar can be very hazardous.
It looks like a motorcycle but it does not act like one. How can you predict what it will do? How do
you control it? Is what you learned at an M.S.F. program of any benefit to you? (Other than basic
survival, No.)

Old skills must be forgotten - new skills learned.

As the most active sidecar organization in the United States, the U.S.A. believes that, with the
increase in popularity of sidecaring as a personal form of transportation, we must lead the way in
promoting safer conditions for our members. The first sidecar skill program is to be inaugurated in
Chicago on September 17, 1978. If the need for this program is recognized by the State and Federal
Safety Officials we may be able to have a few special classes given at selected centers throughout the
United States. We would ask those who have the opportunity to monitor an M.S.F. program in your
area to do so. See if you can become a licensed instructor. When the opportunity allows you may be
able to assist in bringing your sidecaring skills to your family, friends and those in your area.

How did I do in School? I passed - but only just. You see, after a quarter of a century on three
wheels, I once again had to begin at the beginning on a two wheels. Never, never believe you are a
skilled motorcyclist just because you have been in the saddle for many years.  I now had to
countersteer whereas I had had a lifetime of steering.  I had to forget all about this steering nonsense.
Not so easy to do when it has become second nature.

My sincere appreciation to the Bloom Trail High School Instructors for allowing me to spy on
their activities.

Hal Kendall
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AMA discovers Contradictions in Lights-on Data
WESTERVILLE, OHIO, July 31, 1978 — The American Motorcyclist Association (AMA)

Department of Government Relations has discovered a glaring contradiction in government data
supporting mandatory motorcycle headlight use during daytime operation.

The National Highway Safety Advisory Committee, which makes recommendations on such
matters to the Department of Transportation (DOT), encourages daytime use of motorcycle head-
lights and has recently recommended that "lights on" should be a mandatory safety standard. That
position was based largely on an independent study conducted in 1976 in North Carolina.

AMA Legislative Analyst Gary Winn says new DOT data do not substantiate the lights-on
conclusion. He says, "Based on its own Fatal Accident Reporting System (FARS), 1977 DOT figures
report no significant difference in fatalities among states that do and do not have mandatory lights-on
laws."

Winn cautions against premature conclusions, however. "We don't necessarily feel the FARS
data is conclusive," he says, "but we do feel it moves the safety community closer to some clear
evaluation of lights-on laws. We would like to see the DOT justify the seeming contradiction be-
tween its own statistics and the position taken by the National Highway Safet Advisory Committee."

Winn says it may be "back to square one" for those states which viewed lights-on laws as the
answer for motorists who claimed they "didn't see the cyclist." "After all," the AMA spokesman
concluded, "the Safety Advisory Committee said it had 'conclusive evidence' proving thffectiveness
of the law. Given the new DOT data, the committee will be hard pressed to substantiate that claim."

Moto Guzzi’s Kansas Gatherings
Reprinted from MGNOC News - August '78

Bill Espe has attended two at least, and maybe three of our Kansas gatherings. Although Bill
does ride a BMW, he has had a Guzzi and some day will again have one (I hope). Anyway, Bill and I
got to talking about the fact there weren't many sidecars at the get-together (only two). We were sorry
that there weren't more. Bill suggested that we might invite members of the U.S.A. to our gathering.
We have always had an open invitation to Retread members and many Retread members do ride
Moto Guzzis, but a few show up on other makes. This is fine as they are fine people and we enjoy
them.

It has been decided that having the U.S.A. members come to our Get-together in Kansas would
be an asset and would benefit us all. For you U.S.A. members wishing to attend, you may contact
Bill, but I did want to make an official notice that the invite is out and we welcome you to come.

Frank Wedge, Director & Editor, MGNOC

Our thanks to you Frank - we appreciate the offer and will put your rally on our list.
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Lighting (Part 2)
The basic reason to have a light, the main driving light, is to enable you, the operator, to see

where you are going at night when there is no light. Unfortunately, many legislators and safety
experts have forgotten this. The secondary purpose is to be seen clearly. In the last issue, you learned
how to determine whether your system was adequate. In this issue, we will look at additional lighting
needed for the outfit.

Because most cycles have a very limited charging capability, you may be restricted in what you
can add. As you add each component, check to see whether you can still maintain a positive change
under normal city driving conditions. If you cannot, the addition of further lighting may not be
desirable.

Given that the standard light is adequate, we will look at running lights, side lights, or marker
lights first. Later, we will go back to lighting to see by.

a. Running Lights
The purpose of running lights is to clearly define the width of your vehicle and the direction you

are proceeding at nighttime. These lights should be to the rear, front, and side.

i. Rear. The location should be high, as close to the left side as possible, and located behind the
wheel. It must certainly be located higher than the frame. One place may be rear upper quadrant of
the mudguard. Or it may be located on the left side of the body at the rear. A three-, four-, or six-
candlepower bulb should be used although this may be the smaller filament in a 21/3 or 18/6 bulb
with the larger filament used for the stoplight (see below). The rear lens must be red.

ii. Front. The front running light should be located as far to the left and as high as possible. It should
also be at least frame high and in front of the wheel. One convenient place is the upper front
quadrant of the midguard. Again, a three-, four-, or 6-candlepower bulb should be used with a
white or amber lens. You still have many lights to go, and they must all be supplied from your
limited supply. Try the small bulbs first. Once the machine is equipped with all necessary lighting,
you may try a larger bulb. Like the rear bulb, you may want to use a dual filament 21/3 or 18/6
bulb with the larger filament used for your turn signal.

iii. Side. Your sidecar should be visible from the side. If you chose your lights carefully, you should
be able to see the red light clearly to the rear, and a white or amber to the front while looking at the
sidecar from the right side. If not, a small amber light to the front and a small red light to the rear
will suffice. Both should be as high and as far forward and rearward as possible. A three- or four-
candlepower bulb is suggested for this purpose.

All running lights should be switched from the motorcycle's main lighting circuit so they are on
whenever the M/C taillight is lit and the M/C parking light (if present) is lit. Of course, they will be
on any time the headlight is on.
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Lighting (Part 2), Continued
Exception

Nothing is gained by using the sidecar running lights in /the daytime even if you live in a man-
datory state that requires the headlamp to be on at all times. Most motorcycles do not have an abun-
dance of electrical energy that can be wasted indiscriminately. Every bit of power must be profitably
utilized.

The purpose of these running lights is very simple. They are to prevent you from being smashed
at night by the motorist who "doesn't see you." Maybe he is night-blind or color-blind, or drunk, or
stupid. But he is ON THE ROAD.

b. Stoplight
The stoplight is next in importance. This must be a red light of 18 or 21 candlepower that is

activated when either your front brake and/or rear brake is applied. This light may be incorporated
with your rear running light or may be separated from it. Both should be located together. (Either a
single bulb with two filaments or two-single filament bulbs.)

The purpose of the additional stoplight is very simple. It is to prevent you from being rear-ended
when you try to stop! This does not replace your existing stoplight bulb but is supplemental to it

c. Headlight
As mentioned, the prime purpose of the light is for YOU to be able to see clearly at night. The

width of your outfit is already defined by your front and rear running lights. At the worst, an ap-
proaching motorist, seeing your single, large headlight on the cycle and your small running light near
the curb will think you are a car or truck with one headlight missing. One-eyed cars at night are very
common. You may wish to add either a single or a dual filament headlamp on the sidecar to improve
your being able to see at night.

The tests you made earlier on your charging system will tell you -whether this is practical and
also the maximum wattage bulb you can 1; se. If you have a Honda GL 1000 or`a late-model BMW
or very r,7p.ent H-D, you can possibly add the equivalent of a full dual beam (--1 bulb. If you have
an older BMW or H-D without an extra large capacity alternator or generator, you may run out of
juice.

The headlight should be mounted as far to the front is possible, as high as possible, and as close
to the left side. The low beam, if used in conjunction with the main headlight beam, should be ad-
justed so as not to pern-t any glare into the eyes of oncoming motorists.

For machines with lesser alternator capacity, a single-filament auxiliary lamp is recommended.
It should be adjusted for maximum penetration and controlled by a separate switch. It should not be
on when you see oncoming traffic.

This lamp can be used for specific driving conditions. If you do a lot of driving under foggy
conditions, it may be set up as a fog lamp.

Filament size should be no less than 35 watts and can be up to 60 watts, depending on your
electrical capability to deliver. A Q-H bulb will provide more useable lighting than a regular bulb
under similar conditions.
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Lighting (Part 2), Continued
d. Turn Signals

Last, but not least, turn signals. In some states turn signals are required by law but not in others.
Regardless, turn signals are recommended whether required by law or not. Your present right-hand
signals on the cycle itself are very confusing, especially at night from the rear. The following motorist
knows you are turning but has no clear indication in which direction. The right signals should be
disconnected, and replaced with indicating lamps mounted on the right of the sidecar body, amber to
the rear, and amber to the front. Simply disconnect the lead to the right-hand motorcycle signal. It is
in place any time you remove the chair, and know you have a spare bulb in case of an emergency.

Flash Rate
The flash rate must be no less than one flash per second and no more than two flashes per

second. Ideally, at 1½ flashes per second, the light should be ON about 50 per cent of the time al-
though the ON time can be as low as 30 per cent to as high as 75 per cent at 1½ flashes per second. If
the flash rate increases, the maximum ON time may be as low as 60 per cent while at slower rates the
minimum ON time is reduced to 40 per cent.

The turn signal and stoplight must be at least three times stronger than your taillight or running
lights.

Usually, the flash rate may be adjusted by changing the size of the light bulbs used. Stronger
bulbs, such as replacing 18-watt bulbs for 21-watt bulbs, should reduce the flash frequency. Con-
versely, replacing 21-watt bulbs with 18-watt bulbs should slow the flash rate down.

Turn signals -- 18 or 21 watt

Stop lamp -- 18 or 21 watt

Running lamps -- 3, 4, or 6 watt

Aux. driving lamp-- 35W, 40W, 50W, 60W
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