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CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Notify the Editor of your change in address at

least six weeks before you move, if at all possible, so
that you will receive your "Sidecarist" promptly.

Also notify Charles R. Eldred,of your address
change. Charles is responsible for keeping the member-
ship roster current. Charles R. Eldred 182 Kimball
Avenue Battle Creek, Michigan 49017

RENEWALS
Membership in the U.S.A. begins the month

you join and continues for twelve (12) calendar
months. You will not receive an expiration
notice. Instead, your expiration is listed on your
mailing label before your membership number.

Please look at this as soon as you receive
your "Sidecarist." Dues for the next year should
be sent about three months ahead of expiration to
ensure you will not be dropped from the mailing
list by mistake. Send your renewals to your
Renewal Secretary (listed on the back page.)
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NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT
Speaking as a businessman and sidecar manufacturer; I have definately seen a considerable

jump in sales in the month of January. I had the opportunity to talk with other sidecar manufacturers
while attending the recent M/C Trade Show in Anahiem, they also indicated an increase, as January
has traditdonally been a slow month. All of us feel the hand-writing is on the wall : Economy. And a
lot of people who would hesitate to ride solo are taking to motorcycling by way of the sidecar.

I personally have found quite a bit of interest in the 500cc and under range. Which is not un-
usual for the sidecar world. Back in the 50's, in Europe and England the 500cc was considered to be a
large motorcycle capeable of doing sidecar work. Todays modern 500cc can out perform the 500's of
the 50's. So it appears the American public is beginning to realize they don't have to have a 1000cc
Japanese crotch-rocket to haul their hack around with! My opinion is that the 500cc or smaller
motorcycle is just real fine for around town and short hops -- and actually could be used in long tours
providing you don't try to stay up with the larger bikes. If you are a serious tourer then possibly your
preference would still be the larger motorcycle.

Speaking of England -- I get quite a few of the English motorcycle magazines -- and sidecars are
booming there right now. Watsonian of course has kept on making sidecars; Wessix sidecars have
been re-introduced, the Squire is flourishing; also the comeback of the double-adult by Briggs and
also by Gemini. I’ve also noticed their papers contain quite a few ads for used sidecars. The English
motorcycle dealers are now stocking sidecars as all of them had in the past.

In the future issues, Bob Loberg and I are going to include some articles on how to do extra fuel
tanks for your sidecars and also how to cure your steering damper blues.
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY AND SECRETARY
(Dr. and Mrs. H. A. Kendall

To all the membership, please accept our personal greetings for a prosperous New Year. We
sincerely apologize if you did not receive a card from us over Christmas but with from 14 to 20
letters a day, each and every day, concerning either the United Sidecar Association or the Association
of Jensen Owners business, there just was no time left to attend to personal affairs.

In the past, I have cajoled the membership into taking a more active interest in Association
affairs for this is not my Association, it belongs to the membership. I am very pleased to report that
many volunteers have responded and many have given donations, expressing their belief that we are
serving a deserving cause. We still have need for more volunteers, A especially those who wish to
see local events happen.

Because of your offers to help, we will be able to offer far more assistance to members in 1980.
Volunteers are continuously needed to keep pace with our ever expanding membership. Just drop me
a line if you wish to assist in any capacity. If we do not have an immediate place to utilize your
talents, we soon will.

And, keep your letters, news and technical contributions coming in. The in-coming Editor needs
lots of help from the members. Your News Journal will be just as great as each one of you wants it to
be. The Association exists to serve you, the members.
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WILL SIDECARING BE
OUTLAWED?

On December 6, 1979, in the House of
Representatives these members: Walker, Abdnor,
Gradison, Grassley, Grisham, Pashayan,
Rousselot, Lott, Lagomarsino, Goldwater,
Dougherty and Mottl, submitted the following
House Concurrent Resolution No, 220 to the
96th Congress, 1st Session:

".. The President should establish a Federal
Strike Force and a program in each United States
Judicial District to investigate and prosecute
crimes committed by members of outlaw motor-
cycle gangs."

They claim outlaw motorcycle gangs are a
MAJOR criminal element in our society and are
UNITED in an organized Inter-national criminal
association with a single network of leaders.
They claim these gangs employ terrorism, extor-
tion, threats, murder, kidnapping, enslavement
and physical abuse of women.

They claim these gangs receive enormous
profits from drug-production, drug-trafficking,
gun-running, theft, murder by contract. They
claim these gangs abused public welfare pro-
grams. Then, they claim these gangs have used
their profits to control legitimate business enter-
prises and drive lawful business owners out of
business.

They further claim these gangs pose formi-
dable and overwhelming problems for local and
State law enforcement officials and THERE-
FORE an immediate effort MUST be made on
the FEDERAL level to recognize outlaw motor-
cycle gangs as an organized criminal threat
throughout the United States.

Their resolution by the House of Represen-
tatives (with the Senate concurring) is -

"That the President should establish a
Federal strike force to investigate

Federal crimes committed by members of
outlaw motorcycle gangs, to prosecute members

of outlaw motorcycle gangs who commit such
crimes, and to assist State and local law enforce-
ment agencies in the investigation and prosecu-
tion of members, and (that the President) should
implement a program in each judicial district of
the United States to investigate and prosecute
members of outlaw motorcycle gangs..."

Now it is out in the open. Instead of a Red
under every bed, the inquisition is now turned on
motorcycles. Will a law abiding citizen, because
he is on a motorcycle (with wife on back and
kids in sidecar) be automatically associated with
an "outlaw motorcycle gang?"

What is a motorcycle gang?

What is an outlaw motorcycle gang?

Are these crimes ONLY committed by
motorcyclists?

Aren't there any other ways to catch crimi-
nals, regardless of whether they are on a cycle, a
moped, a motorcycle, or a car?

Why are we being harrassed by our House
of Representatives, and apparently aslo by our
Congress?

The implications of this resolution are
horrendous to contemplate.

All motorcyclista are urged to do their
utmost to put this resolution into perspective and
KILL it. We are not paranoid if THEY really are
out to get US!

Thompson Cyclecars
Thompson Cyclecars, manufacturer of the

famous Cyclecar, reports they are trying to catch
up with sidecar orders. Look for a new model
this winter. Frank Zuch is now offering a Milo
Silent Alarm ($149.95) which includes an auto-
matic alarm system, paging transmitter, antenna
adapter and pocket beeper. A less expensive Milo
Electronic Motor-cycle Alarm is also available at
$59.95.
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CLUB NEWS
TEXAS CHAPTER

The TX Chapter held their first informal
meeting Dec. 16. They are planning get togethers
once a month - short rides and dinners. Those
interested may contact : Mike Stamisci # 135,
4805 Wedgeview Dr., Hurst, Texas 76053

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
A few contacts in your areas for rides, lunch

and brunches :,

#142 Ron Rennie, eve. 213-326-5589

25911 Saddle View,

Lomita, Ca. 90717

#372, J.J. Leonard Phone: 213-992-1414

7455 Quimby, Canoga Park, Ca. 91307

#448 John Baber.  805-251-5051

18800Wellhaven St. Cyn. Ctry. , Ca. 91351

COMMITTEE ON THE MOVE
Russ and Virginia Richey, Chaplain and

Membership Renewal Secretary, could no longer
stand the harsh chilly Illinois winters. They
migrated South, during November and are now at

540 Heather Lane,

Orange City, FL 32763

They recently enjoyed a 115 mile Poker Run
with the Daytona 200 motorcycle club (toy
collection incentive for the Marine Corp. drive).
No trophy. Lots of fun.

Sidecar Rally Schedule
1. U.S.A. National Rally Estes Park, CO

JUNE 27, 28, 29, 1980

2. U.S.A. Mid-West Area Rally IN
AUGUST 8; 10, 1980

3. U.S.A. Southern Area Rally OK
MAY 1980

4. U.S.A. North-East Area Rally PA
MAY 1980

5. U.S.A. West Area Rally Griffith Park, CA
OCTOBER 1980

Other Major Sidecar Events
3rd WHEEL RALLY

The 6th Annual Mid-America Sidecar Rally
will be held at the Fairgrounds in Menomonie,
Wisconsin on July 24, 25, 26 & 27.

More information contact :

The 3rd Wheel,

P. O. Box 1111,

Minneapolis, MN. 55440

ASPENCADE
Til Thompson is once again hosting

Aspencade - the Motorcyclist Convention. The
dates are: October 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5: Again in
Ruidoso, New Mexico.

Tils address is:

Aspencade M /C Convention

P. O. Box 970

Ruidoso, N. M. 88345
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USCA National Rally
Gaylord Steele and Bob Mason are the co-

Rally Program Directors. It will be necessary to
obtain reservations for travel homes (if you bring
one) park permits - contact Ponderosa Travel
Park, P. O. Box 3134, Estes Park, Colorado
80517 - (308) 586-4230, before April 1. 1980.
The cost is $15.00 per person for the campsite,
Extented tours, fishing, hiking, Chuck Waggon
meals and entertainment are available.

Many volunteers are required to ensure the
Rally will be a success. If you would like to take
a part, please drop a line to either co-Director
Gaylord Steele, 3807 McKinnley, Wellington,
Colorado 80521 - (303) 368-3273; or Bob
Mason, 2933 Wakonda Drive, Fort Collins,
Colorado 80521 - (303) 493-2279.

We need volunteers for booths, for
children's games, for security, to watch over
bickers, swimmers and so forth and so on. We
will find a slot for you. Volunteer as soon as
possible so we can make early arrangements.

" KEYSTONE RALLY "
Little Red Barn Campground, near

Quakertown, Pa. June 13-15, two night camping,
patch, trophies, Sat. Night dinner, events, swim-
ming pool, modern indoor baths. All touring
cyclists welcome. Sponsered by Keystone BMW
Riders, Inc. $15. pre-registration, $16. at gate per
person. Contact Dave Atlas, 732 Sansom St.,
Phila. , Pa. 19106 or call Jack at 215-884-8580
for more details. Dave Atlas #621

12th POLAR BEAR RUN
USCA - Midwest Area, Ed Johnson

"Old Hat"---"New Wrinkle" TV Coverage,
Chicago Channel 7 5:OOPIN1 News.embers,
numbering in the mid-twenties enjoyed them-
selves, and all helped to entertain the guests
counted in the mid-forties. The guided tour was
68 miles. James Foster, and James Flores, riders,
both guessed that the distance travelled would be
65 miles, and each won a prize.
"U.S.A. winners:

Geo. Briggs III, and Larry Shelton/Geneva
drove their respective outfits about 126 riles
from the Urbana-Champagne Cities - Long
distance prizes -

Tim Colburn,  oldest motorcycle,

Joe Hanes,  motorcycle with most mileage...

Guests won as follows: Tom Mackey, long
time POLAR BEAR RUN Rider, motorcycle
with least mileage, Ralph Lake, hard luck rider,
Bob Fisher, oldest rider-56 years, Don/Brenda
Fisher, from Fremont, Indiana, 167 miles
(trailered-in).

Lynn Norman handled the sign-in, Diane
Potasky, and Marilyn Johnson, Area Social
Director, served the free "coffee and".  The
temperature was in the low twenties.

Ironically, I was in the same hospital, this
year at the time of the Run, that Al Johnson and I
led over 100 motorcycles past in the last year,
1976, that the run was held by the PULLMAN
HACKERS the predecessor club to the "U.S.A."

Looking over the sign-up list: our good
friend, Harold Hall, SHAROLD LEATHERS,
#488 Leroy Pallock, one of our members that I
never have met, Willie Crim, blackman, and for
time supporter of the P.B.R, Jim Heberling, and
John Rayski representing the 3rd WHEEL, and
our members Crandall/Darlene Weaver, that
drove in in their car from Hiawatha, Iowa for the
combined Run and meeting. l-1-80.



Vol 4 Number2                                           Page 8                                           Mar/Apr 1980

REORGANIZATION
The Chicago Chapter of the "U.S.A" will

now be known as the midwest Area, covering
Illinois, Wisconsin, Indiana,

Michigan, Iowa, Ed Johnson director.
Committe members: Terry Strassenburg, Assis-
tant Treasurer, and Membersnip Secretary, Joe
Veleta, Rallies, Luther Craver, Technical Assis-
tance, Marilyn Johnson, Social Functions; and,
our area reps. Joe Rybacek, Illinois, Dick Queen,
Michigan, Bruce Hunt, Wisconsin, Chas. Miller,
Iowa.

We need many, many more volunteers in
this area to achieve our aims of total
acquaintanship, and some kind of meaningful
local activity. Please volunteer, and we will
determine how you can help. Interest and dedica-
tion is all that is required. We can fit the square
peg in the round hole.

1980 WINSTON PRO
SERIES AMA ROAD RACES
Date Location

6/1/80 Elkhart Lake, WI

6/15/80 Loudon, N.H.

6/29/80 Braselton, GA.

7/6/80 Brooklyn, MI.

7/13/80 Sears Point, CA.

8/30/80 Laguna Seca, CA.

8/17/80 Pocono, PA.

9/14/80 Watkins-Glen, N. Y.

9/28/80 Riverside, CA.

For more information call or write:

Bob Bakker

213-343-2180

7602 Amestoy, Van Nuys, CA 91406

4th GATHERING IN THE
NORTHEASTERN AREA
Sunday - April 20 - 10:00a. m. to 5:00p.m.

Miller Air Park, Berkley Township, Ocean
County, N. J. ( use Exit 80 from Garden State
Parkway onto Rt. 530 - park is just left of the
Miller Airport on Rt. 530 )

All food and drinks must be brought since
none is avail-able in the area. Beer and soda in
cans or kegs, but no bottles or hard liquor is
allowed. Bring your own wood or charcoal for
the grills.

For further information, contact:

Mary Cron,  201-245-5794

407 West Fifth Ave., Roselle, NJ 07203
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FAREWELL TO BILL ESPE
The U.S.A. is proud that Bill Espe,

known by many as "Mr. Sidecar," was able
to donate his time, energy, and resources to
assist in building the United Sidecar Asso-
ciation into an organized National group.

Bill took over as our first official Edi-
tor of the "American Sidecarist" and served
abley in this position for several issues.
And, Bill successfully organized the first
U.S.A. Sidecar Rally, held in Bland, Mis-
souri.

Now, with regret, Bill has retired from
active participation in Association Commit-
tee affairs.

Our special thanks also to Delores Espe
for filling in as Club Paraphernalia dis-
burser at a critical time.

INSURANCE IN MICHIGAN
Charles Eldred (425) is yet another who

got caught in the enigma of "When is a
motorcycle not a motorcycle? - In the State
of Michigan if it has a sidecar attached."

Charles tried FOUR companies. All
responded they could NOT insure Charles
BECAUSE three wheeled vehicles came
under NO-FAULT but the vehicle was
STILL a motorcycle! Catch-22 all over
again.

While we will not endorse any insur-
ance company, State Farm does understand
the situation and will insure your outfit if
you also insure your auto.

Charles wrote a very nice letter to his
Representative, Matthew McNeely, with a
copy to the Michigan Chamber of Com-
merce. Action will be taken if you get in-
volved and write. Do it

SIDECARING IN S. AFRICA
Gasoline prices in the Republic of

South Africa are now about $2,50 per gal-
lon. Although 75% of their total energy is
produced from coal or uranium, shortages of
gasoline are of major concern.

They are swinging away from gas
guzzling automobiles and are seriously
looking at the humble motorcycle as a
means of transportation. And, with motor-
cycles, why not attach a sidecar? Not a
racing sidecar, but a normal conveyance for
a man (riding the bike), with his wife, and
two small children, in an enclosed (weather-
proof) environment.

How could they contact U.S. Sidecar
Manufacturers? David Rice and Company
(Pty) Limited obtained the name and address
of the Motorcycle Industry Council from the
American Consulate in Cape Town and
contacted them, The M.I,C, were not able to
answer their query so where did the M.I.C.
turn? Why, the U.S.A., of course! We were
delighted to send a list of manufacturers to
David Rice,

If a manufacturer wishes to explore export-
ing their sidecars to South Africa, contact

David G. Rice

323 Voortekker Road Maitland, 7405

Capetown, RS.A
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A decade or so ago, the typical motor-cycle,
whether it was English or American, had little metal
rings or samll protrussions scattered hither and yon
about the frame. Those little nubbins were fittings to
accommodate your favorite chair.

Then cycles became modern and the nubbins
disappeared. Even the BMW, long famed for its sidecar
powers, succumbed a few years ago and now does not
recommend attaching a chair to their machines de-
signed for solo operation only. This does not mean that
a sidecar cannot be attached to a modern cycle. It only
makes it is a little more difficult. A helper frame or a
sub-frame is available to the strengthen late model
BMW frame which allow chairs to be fitted with
reasonable ease. A sub-frame can be made for most any
make or model machine.

To fit Brand A sidecar to Brand Z motorcycle
without the use of a welding machine, requires a very
large box of assorted fittings. In England, a
member of the Federation of Sidecar Clubs, used to
have a very large box of miscellaneous fittings of all
descriptions. You started with this bit, then that bit, got
one mount connected, then worked on another and
another until you finally got it all together. Then you
went back, found out that three pieces could be re-
placed by one, and gradually got it to where it almost
looked like THAT was the way it should have been.

Of course, good old Watsonian was just behind
you and Watsonian fittings were always available,
There were even a few cycle shops that still specialized
in fitting sidecars to your machine but somehow there
was always more a sense of achievement if you put it
together yourself. Like a kid with a gigantic mechano
set, aided by wife, friends and a pint or so of best.

With only a few fittings at your disposal, the task
is more difficult and a friend with a machine shop and
welding plant is almost indispensible. This is where an
expert sidecar fitter is worth his weight in gold and he
can save you untold grief. Some modifications may be
quite simple while others will tax your ability to the
utmost.

How do you hang a home-made chair onto a
Laverda 750 which has a cast aluminum engine/

Fitting a Sidecar to a Motorcycle
gearbox block and only a backbone frame? It can be
done the easy way or the hard way. The Longhi Sidecar
Company came up with a subframe that attached to the
upper engine mounting studs, extended in front and
below the block and attached to the lower gearbox
mounting studs. Instant frame suitable for sidecar. That
was a beautiful and expert and expensive design.

With an expert welder, I fitted hellish stout
mounting bars across the Laverda's duplex backbone
frame at the upper rear, lower rear, and upper front and
used a stabilizing link which attached to the engine
block crankcase nuts. Nowhere near as neat nor as tidy
as the Longhi setup but just as functional none the less.
It took just about three months from the concept to the
final on the street finished product.

The point is, do not expect to uncrate a sidecar
Saturday morning and have it aligned and fitted by
lunch time. As long as the correct size sidecar is
selected for the appropriate cycle, al-most any rig can
be fitted to almost any machine. It is essential that a
correct weight distribution of about 30 to 33 percent be
observed of sidecar weight to bike weight for proper
handling.

We recently looked into a situation where a
sidecarist was upset by mountings that needed some
modifications. This is not unusual. When purchasing a
new rig, be sure you specify exactly what type of
machine you have. You may need to make some
modifications to some fittings - or you may not. And
exercise your ingenuity when switching your rig from
one machine to another.

Most sidecar dealers really try to do their best for
you but they still have a business to run. If you order or
purchase a rig or mounting kits, then change your mind
and cancel at a later date, you have already put the
dealer to some trouble such as phone calls, bank
charges, transportation time, etc. Do not be surprised if
you already have incurred a nominal restocking charge
which will vary with the discretion of the dealer and
the amount of effort he has put in on your behalf. If you
have any reservations about whether you should buy or
not, get this up front and sleep on it. Purchase of a
sidecar should not be done on impulse. Like selecting a
marriage partner, it will be with you a long time.
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Steering Unit - Definition
The F.I.M. (Federation Internationale

Motocycliste) now defines a steering unit as:

"A One or two arm front fork, i.e., a solid and
direct connection attached to the steerable wheel
without intermediate articulated joints." (Article
04.24.6, applicable to B2a sidecars.)

Telescopic forks or a single or double link fork
appear to be okay but it would seem that the steerable
sidecar wheel that requires articulated joints and which
has proven very successful in Europe is banned.

HRD VINCENT RAPIDE /
SPIRIT AMERICA EAGLE
by Vaughn M. Greer

In setting up the above comination, I
ran across a few problems that may be of
interest.

The lower front friction clamp was in-
adequate so an additional clamp was welded
on. To make the friction clamping system of
the Eagle functional, the front and rear
upper tubes must be at right angles to the
machine (angled tubes will lose alignment).

The Vincent attachment system, when
used with the Eagle, places the sidecar too
far forward with a resultant two foot lead
which initiates a steering wobble, correct-
able by applying the steering damper (the
Vincent front fork is adjustable for sidecar
trail), Longer handlebars are still available
for sidecar use,

One "mod" is to cut and lengthen the
frame and move the wheel farther rear-ward,
Another is to use English style "swannecks"
to replace the front and rear tubes and
provide more leg room, A stock kick start
crank could then be used instead of the
present "Lightning" one.

Vincent also features hand adjustable
rear forks to clamp down the rear swing
fork, The rear wheel can then be swung at
will much to the enjoyment of spectators
observing 180 degree turns in traffic, The
Vincent also carries a rear sprocket on each
side of the wheel to allow sidecar gearing to
be swapped for solo gearing in a matter of
minutes,

A mirror fitted to the sidecar is very
useful for the driver who can tell how close
he is to the curb (when parking).

I am also considering a heater duct to
bring warm engine air into the sidecar
compartment.

A series C HRD Vincent Rapide with
Blacknell “Sherwood” sidecar

courtesy Motor Cycling May 3, 1951

A Honda CB500 w/ American Eagle Spirit
sidecar courtesy Dauntless Motors
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A Chair for Your Scooter
Squire Sidecars of Warwickshire, England, have developed a delightful sidecar for scooters, either as a

single seater or as a commercial box. Designed for the Vespa in left-hand form, it is now avail-able in right-hand
and will also fit the Lambretta. The chassis contains a 2-1/2 inch diameter SWG main member with a platform
type tubular steel fabrication. It attaches to the underside of the Vespa chassis with a four bolt flange fitting.

Ride height and wheel toe-in are adjusted at the leading link suspension unit, The hub includes a double ball
bearing sealed hub. Vespa wheels, either 8 or 10 inch, can be fitted. The one piece color impregnated GRP
moulded body with a carpeted cockpit area uses a four point mounting to

the frame. The fully upholstered seat is quickly moveable for access to the rear luggage compartment in the
body. A tinted acrylic screen, mudguard, lights and a full hood with side window panels complement the unit.

The principal dimensions are - 6'4" long by 2'3" wide by 3'10" high (to the top of the windscreen). It weighs
85 pounds. The commercial box is fractionally smaller but boasts a capacity of 16 cubic feet or a payload of 200
pounds. All this for $700 in the United Kingdom. Some 300 units were sold in 1979.

The Brady Corporation of Canada, previous distributor, is no longer in business.

We will keep you posted regarding availability.

Lambretta motorscooter with Squire PV1 sidecar (updated model)
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By Debby Bowersox, Penna, (192)
Have any of you wives ever asked your ,hus-

bands which they would give up first - you or the
motorcycle?

I made the mistake of asking one day and found
out I had better either get rid of my fear and hatred of
motorcycles or find a new husband. Love conquers all
and I soon learned to enjoy motorcycling as much as
Jim does.

A year after we were married, I became pregnant.
Fortunately, I have a husband who believes in doing
things as a family or not doing them at all. Our search
for a sidecar began.

A month before my due date we took a two hour
drive to Cahmbersburg, PA to see a DB sidecar, It was
just what we wanted. Two weeks later, Jim rode out
and the former owner mounted it onto our 1978 Moto
Guzzi 1000 Convert, I, of course, staid home hoping I
would be able to call on "riends we had standing be to
take me to the hospital, Jim's trip home turned into a
four hour nightmare. Some practice with sandbags
followed.

Three weeks after my
due date we decided to try
the sidecar on the bumpy
roads, My parents were
visiting from Maine and we
wanted them to see this
baby before they left,
Finally, one month after my
due date, our baby, Bobby,
arrived, Jim joked to friends
that he was going to bring
us home in the sidecar but
we, of course, decided to
wait a little.

Bobby's motorcycling
began when he was two
weeks old. The first few
months, he ate and slept
through his excursions.
When Bobby sleeps on his
stomach across my lap he is

ONCE A MOTORCYCLIST ALWAYS A MOTORCYCLIST
protected against the wind with a blanket, With a
sidecar and saddlebags there is plenty of room for baby
needs, Sometimes we look like circus clowns unload-
ing our gear of toys, extra clothing, diaper bag, um-
brella, stroller and picnic food which come from every
conceivable bit of storage place.

At three months Bobby went to his first Eastern
States Moto Guzzi Rally in Emmons. Being more
alert, he enjoyed watching the street lights during the
two hour evening trip to the Rally, We slept in an Army
Pup Tent and Bobby enjoyed all the special attention.

Bobby now sits on my lap with his little helmet
on. Even though he is very active and squirmy at home
and in the car, he fortunately always sits very still in the
sidecar. He is fascinated with the cars and scenery
which he can see much better than in the car. The
windshield is close enough to protect him against the
wind, Our last big ride for the season was 95 miles
through the coal country of Penna., including a trip
across the Susquehanna River on the Millersburg Ferry.

We are looking forward to resuming our trips in
the Spring, The sidecar is never empty, When Bobby
and I stay home, our Dalmatian, Sparky, enjoys a ride.
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Although the market place abounds
with a wide variety of sidecars, new and
old, tattered and restored, metal, wood and
plastic and fibre-glass, there is always an
individualist who is not satisfied with either
the mundane or the exotic, one who must
build his own outfit to his specs.

A home built rig is not a light undertak-
ing and unless you are familiar with basic
engineering construction, this should not be
done. It is serious business. Your life and
the lives of your loved ones may be at stake.
The most critical area is the chassis, mount-
ing points, and wheel suspension. The
decision of whether to build or to buy is
best answered by you. If you are at all
unsure, stop - - or at least get sound advice
from the experts. Body building or modifi-
cation is not as risky and you may find a
suitable rolling frame and build upon it to
satisfy your desires.

Having built up a few outfits from
scratch does not qualify me as an expert but
perhaps what I learned may be of benefit to
others.

At the time, I happened to work at a
factory that used high tensile 1-1/8" thick
walled aluminum alloy tubing for instru-
ment housings used in drilling oil wells. I
thought I had the ideal material for a light-
weight, ultra strong frame. If you are con-
sidering working with this material take
care. It does not perform or behave like
steel. An expert welder can do a beautiful
weld job with aluminum but - be forewarned
- the high tensile strength properties of the
aluminum alloy are destroyed in the vicinity
of the weld due to the heat of welding. The
weld area is now weaker than the adjacent
area. Steel, on the other hand, actually gains
in strength in the weld area. Steel, under
stress, may break next to the weld (if the
weld is properly done),but aluminum will

SO YOU WANT TO BUILD YOUR OWN RIG?
break in the weld area itself. Butt welds,
particularly in aluminum, should be
avoided, Always use fillets to distribute
stresses from one member to another.

Although a sidecar frame may appear
hellish stout, there is a little thing called
fatigue. Under repeated stress reversals,
such as up and down movement from
bumps, or right-hand and left-hand corner-
ing forces, the effective strength of some
members is very much reduced. It can break
or fracture at a stress level much less than if
the load was applied in a steady fashion. For
ex-ample, a member may safely hold a 5000
pound static force but under dynamic load-
ing, it may fail at 500 pounds. This must be
taken into account in the design stage.

The basic frame must be quite rigid. A
very desirable frame can be made of me-
dium light weight large diameter steel
tubing. A better frame may use a rectangular
section, say 1-1/4" x 2" x 1/8". Used on
edge, this provides greater resistance to
vertical flexure and allows easier cutting,
fitting, and attachment of accessories than
does a circular tube. On the other hand, with
care, a round tube can be bent easier without
buckling.

If you consider the inner rail of a con-
ventional ladder frame, the very large mo-
ment or twisting forces are exerted on that
rail on cornering. These forces must be
taken into account in your design, Remem-
ber - when in doubt, built it stout! I have
had the rear lower mount, made of solid 3/4
inch high tensile truck wheel lug nut, shear
in half.
Other factors to consider include:

Keep the center of gravity of low. An
underslung frame with the body situated
between the frame rails, like the Watsonian
or the Steib is more stable than if the body
is mounted on top of the frame.
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BUILD YOUR RIG, Cont.
A raised axle (axle above the frame) is

more stable than if the axle is at the same
height as the frame if a normal sized motor-
cycle wheel is used, -A sidecar that uses a
small (10") wheel is more stable than if a
conventional (16" or 17") wheel is used, unless
the frame is under-slung or a raised axle is
used. The smaller wheel will make more
revolutions per mile so make sure its bearings
are designed for high speed applications.

- The sidecar wheel is subjected to
considerable lateral forces. A solid or cast
wheel is preferable to a light spoked wheel. If
spokes are used the spokes should be straight
and heavy. I have used the front wheel of a
Honda 305 with a cradle built around the
wheel and raised axle supports on each side. It
worked very well, Do not use a wheel designed
to be supported on each side on a stub axle
configuration. I have had stub axles of a home-
made rig snap (I did not do the design). The
axle was simply welded to the frame, If you
build your own axle and wish to weld it to the
frame, begin with a two inch high tensile solid
steel rod. Leave at least two inches for attach-
ment then use an "S" profile to get the correct
axle diameter.Any sharp edge can concentrate
stresses and cause premature failure, The large
end absorbs stresses caused by welding.

- All attachment points to the cycle must
be carefully selected. Look for sections on a
duplex frame that have transverse bracing so
that stresses are distributed to both frame
cradles.

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
Bob Holy is another who can provide

lodging and space for tents. He has a garage
workshop and tools (including a welding ma-
chine). Can always give advice and a friendly
cuppa. He usually has access to a truck.

Contact Bob at 3238 Cheltenham Road,
Montgomery, Alabama 36116 - (205) 281-9580.

Some points we would like to stress in the
Emergency Contact Program include:

These services are primarily for bona-fide
emergencies. We will assume, when criss-
crossing the United States, that you will make
sure your rig is properly aligned and mechani-
cally sound BEFORE you begin your journey
and that you carry a minimum of spares and tools
you feel may be required for your journey.

All persons who volunteer as an emergency
contact are not OBLIGED to assist, although
generally they will make every reasonable effort
to do so.

We know you will not abuse the privilege or
the hospitality of your hosts. An emergency
contact program is not a means to obtain free
room and board across the country, nor should
you begin a long journey with an outfit already in
mechanically poor condition.

With your cooperation, the Emergency
Contact Program will provide a very valuable
service.

Emergency Contact Scheme
Yet another volunteer joins our ranks.

Charles R. Eldred of 182 Kimball Ave.,
Battle Creek, Michigan 49017 - (616) 963-8793,
can offer:

Pick up service (up to 75 miles), Overnight
accommodations, Garage space and a cuppa.

Some good cycle shops in the area, but none
that offer sidecar service.
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Roots - by Ed Johnson
Joe hanes called to invite us to come to the

Chicago Region BMW Owners Association Christ-
mas Party, Friday Evening, Dec. 7, 1979. This was
to be held at the Hanes home in Crete, Illinois. In
fact, this has been an annual event for the past four
years.

I wanted very much to go as I felt flattered
because I do not ride this brand. You might say, I
wanted to find out how the other half lives. Never
did find out how they live, but they sure introduced
me to eating: hot dishes, tables heaped with cakes,
pies, cookies (homemade of course), numerous
delicious salads, cheeseballs, dips, etc. I am sup-
posed to get your attention in the first ten words,
and I did not as I am rambling.

Now to get to the point, The first official
meeting of the U.S.A. was called at the Plantation
House, Monee, Illinois, by Hal Kendall and he
gained his nucleus from just this group. Joe/Alice
Hanes #6, Jeff Witkowski #5, observer Mike
Gurosh, Rich/Pam Zinsmeister #16, Tim Colburn
#9, and later Marty/Phyllis Bachand #107, and
most recently, Will Kenny. Now let me tell you
of some of this group.

To start with the Host and Hostess, Joe and
Alicd Hanes -- motorcycle riders from the word go.
Both own their own machines and not only tour in
the U.S.A., but also on the Continent. Tim Colburn,
President of this local group of BMW riders,
Instructor, Motorcycle Safety Foundation, Co-
instructor with Willy Kenny of the only two motor-
cycle sidecar safety seminars ever held in the
United States at North-eastern Illinois University,
Chicago, Illinois. Also a Polar Bear Rider with Sid
Smith, yours truly, Rich LePert, and Hal Kendall.

Now this group has a social meeting every
month, on the first Friday - a pot 1uck affair. Bring
your libation and take your turn with food. The
local chapter of the U.S.A. has been adopted and
invited to come regardless of the brand that parks in
the spacious farm type property and I have accepted
this invitation for our wonderful group.

CYCLES WITH TRAILERS
ON TURNPIKES

In response to a complaint by a soloist pulling
a trailer on the Oklahoma Turnpike, the Turnpike
Authorities responded to the A.M.A. with a bunch
of legal verbage about how tolls were
defined for "two-axle" vehicles by a firm of traffic
engineers and how the Authority would not be able
to pay off their bonds if tolls were reduced.

We also contacted the same Authority but
received a different response:

"Instructions are being issued to all Toll
Attendants on the Oklahoma Turnpike instructing
them to classify a motor-cycle pulling a trailer as a
Class 1 vehicle."

They also re-affirmed their previous policy
(instituted two years ago by the U.S.A.) that motor-
cycles with sidecars are to continue to be classified
as Class 1 vehicles,

Ralph Anschutz, Toll Supervisor for the
Oklahoma Turnpike Authority concludes "We
appreciate having your Association members travel
on our Turnpikes "As Association members, your
continued courtesy on the Turnpikes is appreciated,
They are looking to you as the "good guyx." Your
letters have a soothing effect, Please drop Ralph
Anschutz a line at P. O. Box 11357, Oklahoma
City, 73136, and tell him you are pleased with his
illuminative outlook.

The A.M.A. lost this one but they won the
Tollway issue in Florida, Give them the support
they need, Just send your $15.00 for full member-
ship to P.O0, Box 141, Westerville, Ohio 43081.
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
Hal Kendall

As the U.S.A. continues to grow it becomes
necessary to make changes to 1ccommodate the
growth. Back when he USA had only 20 mem-
bers located south of Chicago, renewals could be
handled quite easily by placing a few local
telephone calls. But, that was yesteryear.

With membership fast approaching the 1000
mark, keeping track of memberships is nearly a
full time job in itself. Unfortunately, we have no
professional full time staff. If we did, your
annual dues would need to be increased by $10
per member jsut for the privilege of having a
paid staff member.

Our goal is to bring you the best Sidecar
Association and News Journal at the lowest
possible cost, And, we can - with your help.

We now have two membership renewal
secretaries to assist Connie. Virginia Richey will
handle all States EXCEPT California, while
Penny Hutchison will handle California. As fate
would have it, Penny inadvertently provided us
with an incorrect zip code and town which our
Post Office could not sort out. And Virginia
moved to Florida without letting us know of her
address change in time for the last "Sidecarist"
printing. Both situations are now corrected.

To further assist Virginia and Penny, we
have included on your mailing label the month
and year your membership exires, You will see a
code E.(8/0) 243 after your name. The "8" shows
your membership expires in August and the "0"
shows your membership expires in 1980.
Simple? The 243 is your membership number.

You know how inefficient our mail services
are so please do not wait until your membership
has actually expired. If you get your renewal off
about three months before it expires, you will
really do yourself and us a great service. To assist
you, a notice stating that your membership is
about to expire, is also placed on your
"Sidecarist,"

And, in case something slips up, you will
receive one more copy of the "Sidecarist" after
your membership expires with a notice that we
have not yet received your renewal.

You may or may not receive a renewal
notice separate from the "Sidecarist."

A few members have experienced financial
difficulties and are embarrassed to contact us. If
you are a serious sidecarist and are in such a
situation, just let Connie Brown know. Other
members have made some donations for this
purpose and, on an individual basis, we will
continue to carry you as a full member until your
situation improves, But you must contact us.

Remember, the more you help us, the more
we can help you.

Change of Address
Please be sure that any change of address is

given to Charles Eldred: least six weeks before
you move, if possible, Sidecarist appear to move
around quite a lot but we can deliver the
"Sidecarist" with your help.
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Connie’s Corner
Dear Members,

I do hope tht all your Holidays were
Joyous. We are getting excited about our
upcoming 1980 U.S.A. National Rally in
Estes Park, Colorado on June 26-27-28- &
29. It promises to be a "BIGGY". I do hope
that you all are making plans to attend. The
country up at Estes Park is beautiful, breath-
taking and ever so much to see with great
touring planned by Gaylord Steele and Bob
Mason. We will need some volunteers for
manning the booths, for registration, mem-
berships, paraphernalia etc. It would be
most appreciated if some members can take
turns at this.

I received a beautiful letter that I would
like to share with all members. It is well
written and I do hope that Lowell Neff will
send us more articles for our American
Sidecarist. We're proud of you Lowell. I
now have a Membership drive on and any
USA Members signing up 5 NEW MEM-
BERS, will receive a USA T Shirt and any
USA Member signing up the most NEW
MEMBERS, will receive an award. We do
hope that all our members do try to sign up
at least one new member. Thank you for
your Cooperation. All COMITTEE MEM-
BERS ARE EXCLUDED FROM WINNING
THESE AWARDS.

I also Want to share with you a letter
that I sent to Bill France Sr. President of
International Speedway of Daytona, and his
reply to me. Never in my wildest dreams did
I expect him to answer my letter. Bob
Bakkernd I were a little excited. We do hope
that we can get some good sidecar racing
during Race Week, if not this year, perhaps
next year.

Take Care and Safe Sidcaring to All.

Letters as follows:
Hi Folks, Dec. '79

I was impressed by the useful informa-
tion in my complimentary copy of the
American Sidecarist. Unfortunately living
on a low fixed income impeded an immedi-
ate joining of the U.S.A. However, I can no
longer hold off.the desire to be associated
with a group of loyal hack lovers.

After fifteen years of solo riding (well
over 100,000 mi.), a crippling accident left
me paralized from the chest down. This
forced me to carefully examine the alterna-
tives. Give up cycling ? Not I. Nothing in
my existence had ever matched some of my
cycling experiences: A warm summer breeze
dusting my chin as the scent of honeysuckle
sends my senses reeling; the countless
sunrises and sunsets; the myriad of folks
one meets, each with their own story. So, I
found a Side Strider hack, attached it to my
BMW, several small modifications in order
to get back on the road — and Here I Am!)

If any folks out yonder hear of other
paraplegics having inform4 ation or needing
info. on hand controls and other useful
gadgets, please write.

If you have any back issues, from 6/79
back; I’d appreciate reading them with the
stipulation that they will be returned.

Thanks for hearing me out. Thanks.
Lowell Neff #614 1248 N. 5th Ave. Tucson,
Ariz. 85705

The reply from Bill France Sr. President
of the International Speedway of Daytona
was very enthusiastic. We urge you to con-
tinue supporting  Sidecar Road Racing by
sending your letters to: Bill France Sr., 1801
International Speedway Blvd., Daytona
Beach, Florida 32015
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Ms Claybrook Questions
Traffic Safety Programs

When questioned at Governor's Annual
Meeting in Nashville recently, Ms Claybrook
replied, "I have been bombarded with doubts
about whether this program is worth its salt."
(The program in question is the federally funded,
state and community traffic safety program under
.section 402 of the Highway Safety Act of 1966.
The one that is intended to reduce alcohol in-
volvement in accidents, enforce the 55 mph
speed limit, increase use of passenger restraints,
improve motor-cycle safety, improve driver
licensing and increase pedestrian safety.)

Ms Claybrook cited complaints of a "pau-
city of evidence" on results and "a growing
skepticism about our ability to affect it."

A Note From Connie
Is there a birthday coming up? Don't Forget

that we have all those USA goodies and a gift of
the S/C Manual Chapter One would always be a
most welcome gift. Just send Ed Johnson $2.93
and he will get one out to you right now. I also
have the Membership Drive on and why not give
a friend a Membership in the United Sidecar
Association, It would last all year and think of
what enjoyment they would get out of The
American Sidecarist.

THE CHRISTIAN
MOTORCYCLISTS
ASSOCIATION

The Christian Motorcyclists Association is a
non-profit organization, totally supported by
motorcyclists. If you are interested in belonging
to this Christian organization that is 100%
dedicated to reaching the motorcyclists with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, you may contact Herb
Shreve: Christian M/C Association phone no.
405/848-5371 6420 Broadway Extension,
Oklahoma City, Ok. 73116

U.S.A. Mileage Contest
You will receive 1 point for every 100 miles

logged on your odometer between Jan.1,1980
and Dec. 31,1980. I will accept notarized entries
up to 1 week prior to the start of the contest, and
any time there after. There will be 3 places for
sidecar class and 3 places for solo class.

Any speedometers that are replaced during
the year because of accidents or mechanical
failure will have to be notorized also.

Send notarized mileage to:

Al Johnson (USA.#13) 1842 Vollmer Rd.

Flossmoor, IL. 60422

Mileage Contest Entry Form
Name:______________________________

Number:_____

Address:___________________________

____________________________

____________________________
City,State,& Zip.

___________________________
Make and size of Bike/Car.

___________________________
Present mileage.

___________________________
Member' signature.

___________________________
Notary's signature,

________________
Expiration date

SEAL
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Windshield w/ rubber moulding for 1974 - 560
Velorex  R. L. Queen (205) Route 1, Box 110
Chase, Michigan 49623

1960 H-D Topper motorscooter w/SC $ 950. 1961
Mustang Stallion motor-scooter w/SC $1500.
1963 Cushman Silver Eagle w/SC $1500. H-D
SCs Wanted  Leo Gephart 340 N. Main
St.Englewood, OH 45322 (513) 836-1407

1948 Harley-Davidson Sidecar $2500 H-D VL
SC $2500 Also 48 FL, 46 ULH, 64 FLH
Your Choice $3500 (214) 968-3726 Texas

1955 H-D & SC $5800 (919) 784-6680 (919)
767-8462 Winston-Salem, N. C.

1935 Harley Davidson VD74 $4000 Flathead w/
sidecar (517) 865-6591 Saginaw, Michigan

1939 H-D 80 cu.in. w/sidecar $5000. A. Myhre
(609) 397-3252 New Jersey 08589

1962 Matchless 650 Twin w/ $ 995 2 Seater
Cantebury SC. B. G. Steward, M.D. 2005 -
175h St Bakersfield, CA 93301 (805)327-4252

New Steib brake lever and reservoir. Aaron
Brinson (166) Route 1, Box 148A Freeport,
Florida 32439 (904) 835-2664 (904) 882-4688

Wanted - Knock-off Spinner nut for Steib Side-
car wheel (with word "Steib" inscribed).
Sidecar model not known. Write to: D. E.
Shanks (279) 651 Trafford Crescent Oakville,
Ontario Canada L6L 34

1978 Motorvation Engineering Coupe Royale
Sidecar. Custom molded trunk. Side fill gas
tank. Black Imron paint. Morningside Minne-
apolis, Minnesota 55416 (612) 922-8132

350 Jawa w/Velorex 562 SC $1500. Janice Bush
347 Glenn Lane Follansbee, WV 26037
(304)527-1389

1973 Coupe Royale Millray $ 900. Mag Wheel
Dal Monson 7230 - 181st Avenue N.W.
Ramsey, Minnesota 55303 (612) 753-2509

1974 Kawa 400 w/matched $1200. Hitchhiker
(short body) 2:1 exhaust - Extras Jane Loberg

9942 Chicago Avenue S. Bloomington, Min-
nesota 55420 (612) 881-4992)

1919 Royal Enfield w/SC $4200. 1928 Indian
Scout w/sidecar Needs restoration $3800.

Burt Richmond 1065 Lafayette Denver, Colorado
80218 1968 Harley-Davidson FLH w/
$3750. Harley-Davidson sidecar Milt
Rosenblum 3837 Estes Lincolnwood, Illinois
60645 (312) 679-1008

1971 Honda 450 w/Easy Rider $1300.
Sidecar Easy Rider Sidecar Only $ 250.
Howard Andrews 6 Lejuene Road
Cinnaminson, New Jersey 08077

1964 Panther 650cc w/ $2550 Cantebury DA
Sidecar Buzz Walneck 7923 Janes Avenue
Woodridge, IL 60515 (312) 985-2715

900cc Honda RR S/C - 10" $2500. Wheels,
Full Race Motor, Close Ratio Box Paul
Mirfield Ontario, Canada (416) 261-7672

1962 R69S with Steib S250 $1800. on TR500
frame Tim Colburn P. O. Box 239 Palos Park,
Illinois 60464 (312) 448-0427

WANTED - 3.36:1 Rear End for /5 or /6 Terry
Strassenburg 18461 Martin Homewood,
Illinois 60430 (312) 799-1289

Velorex Sidecar extended 6: $ 600. Marc Paul s
Charleston, Illinois (217) 345-6290

1975 Full Dress GL with Ural$3500. Sidecar.
Many, many extras. Mint condition Ural fitted
by Continental Contact: Steve Richards 1001
Avonoak Terrace Glendale, California 91206
Call (213) 849-4230/3505 Or (213) 246-6413

For Harley-Davidsons - Five Sidecars Two
Sideboxes From $700 to $1,500 Vintage: 1920
to 1976 Send S.A,S,E, or call (203) 758-9372
(evenings) Richard Elderkin (254) 286 White
Avenue Middlebury, Connecticut 06762

1966 Panther Model 120, 650cc $1675. For
sidecar. 10,000 miles original. Excellent
Photos on request

FOR SALE - WANTED - EXCHANGE Wanted -
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FOR SALE - WANTED - EXCHANGE Wanted -

1962 R69S with Steib S250 $1800. on TR500
frame Tim Col burn P. O. Box 239 Palos Park,
Illinois 60464 (312) 448-0427

WANTED - 3.36:1 Rear End for /5 or /6 Terry
Strassenburg 18461 Martin Homewood,
Illinois 60430 (312) 799-1289

Velorex Sidecar extended 6: $ 600. Marc Pauls
Charleston, Illinois (217) 345-6290

900cc Honda RR S/C - 10" $2500. Wheels,
Full Race Motor, Close Ratio Box Paul
Mirfield Ontario, Canada (416) 261-7672

First Time Ads
Wanted: Harley Davidson Electra-Glide F. L. H.

# 634 - Larry D. Magee 1026 Pleasant St. Lake
Geneva, Wisc. 53147 phone - 414-248-6249

TRADE: '70 Ford F100 Pick-up. Automatic. Will
pass Ia. inspection. For a partially or com-
pletely enclosed sidecar of like value, $1,000.
#540 Lyle Hamman phone: POBox 643 319-
Mt. Pleasant, 385-4979 IA. 52641

BUY - SELL - EXCHANGE
1931 Harley Davidson $4,200. 74 Flathead,

restored Sidecar for above, $ 150. unrestored.
Don Anderson (417) 924-8894 - Missouri

J.D. Sidecar Fender $ 50. (812) 894-2963
Evenings Indiana

WANTED Hub or complete wheel for Hollandia
Sidecar Terry Strassenburg 18461 Martin
Homewood, Illinois 60430 (312) 799--1289

For Sale: 1969 BMW R50/2 with Velorex Side-
car. Engine 600cc 7/27 gearing, fairing.
$2,400. Contact: Art Prescott 800 Illinois
Avenue Elgin, Illinois 60120 (312) 741-3956

For Sale: Roger Whitacre #349 1971 Moto-
Guzzi 750 w/ Globe S/C -- $3000. many
accessories, excellent condition. California-
213-254-5050

Walneck's Vintage Motorcycle, Inc,
7923 Janes Avenue Woodridge, Illinois 60515

This is the address to use to receive a large
17 inch by 11 inch bi-monthly News Sheet
"~Walneck's Motorcycle Classic Fields."

A 12 page newspaper about antique, classic
and special interest machines, Ads for bikes and
sidecars for sale or wanted - shows, parts, and so
forth also listed for sale or wanted.

Only $6.00 for 12 issues over two years,
Call (312) 985-2715.

AS A MOTOR CYCLIST I
FEEL A SUDDEN

KINSHIP WITH THE
WORDS OF ROBERT
LOUIS STEVENSON:

"I travel, not to get
anywhere, but to go."

"I travel for travel's sake."
"The great affair is to

move."
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