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Notes from the President......

DOUG BINGHAM
President

NATIONAL SIDECAR RALLY pre-
entries for TAHOE are coming in -

Like To Ask All of you who are planning
on attending to get your entry in - it will really
make our Rally Chairman’s job a lot easier
(Dan Doyle).

One of the main activities is the Awards
Dinner at the Alpine Meadows Lodge. Ar-
rangements have to be made well in advance
to insure enough dinners will be available.

Also planning the other activities in-
cludes knowing the number of folks who will
be attending. It really is going to be a real
show. According to Dan Doyle the Reno and
Tahoe folks have come up with lots of good-
ies, even a three day two night stay at the
Onslow Hotel-Casino in Reno. This of course
is for a rally entry attending there complimen-
tary champagne and hors d'oeuvre reception.

Also for rally members on Friday the
24th the Red Garter Saloon and Gambling
Hall in Virginia City will have a complimen-
tary continental breakfast and lots more.

Received a letter from Bob O'Dell of
Sidecar Restorations, St. Louis - Bob raised
some questions were worth bringing to light.

(Q) Why is the United Sidecar Associa-
tion paying for space in various motorcycle
shows and plugging certain sidecar manufac-
turers?

(A) The United Sidecar Association is a
non-profit corporation. The promoters of the
shows give us a FREE booth when space is
available - and we appreicate that! Plugging
certain sidecar manufacturers is not true. At
time the Association simply did not have
anything else to hand out to inquirers.
This situation will be soon corrected.

(Q) Why aren't other sidecar manufactur-
ers featured in the Sidecarist?

(A) We feel that there has been lots of
variety. However to sidecar manufacturers and
products that our members may be interested
in - please send black and white photos and
details. The more you send the better chance
of good coverage.

FAIR ENOUGH?
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THE UNITED SIDECAR
ASSOCIATION

-presents--
THE 1983 NATIONAL SIDECAR RALLY

JUNE 23-26, 1983 - LAKE TAHOE, CALIFORNIA
The Site: The rally will be at the Sugar Pine Point State Park, about one mile south of the

village of Tahoma on the spectacular west shore of the lake. The state park, which includes the turn
of the century Ehrman Mansion estate, is level, nicely laid out among the trees, has paved drives to
all the campsite areas, and has modern bathrooms and showers. Security will also be provided.

The Program: Activities are planned which take advantage of the Lake Tahoe area. There will
be several optional tours to area attractions, such as Stateline Casinos, Grover Hot Springs, and the
scene of the Donner Party tragedy, as well as a major guided tour to Virginia City and Reno. The
major tour, which will be on Friday the 24th, will include a stop at the Red Garter Saloon and Gam-
bling Hall in historic Virginia City, where rally participants will be entitled to a complimentary
continental breakfast, among other items. After a few hours in Virginia City, the group will proceed
to Reno and will visit the world famous Harrah's Automobile Collection which, despite the name,
also includes motorcycles, boats, airplanes, other beautifully restored vehicles, and related exhibits.
Later in the afternoon, the Onslow Hotel-Casino in Reno will host a complimentary champagne and
hors d'oeuvre reception for the rally and will provide a three-day, two-night stay for two at the hotel
as a door prize for those attending the reception.

Other planned activities include field events, kid's games, sidecar and motor-cycle safety clinics,
and entertainment provided by Clyde Earl with his Fabulous Motorcycle Movie Show.

The Eats: Arrangements have been made for a deli truck to be at the rally for the benefit of the
attendees. Also, complimentary coffee will be provided at the registration booth. And, as noted
elsewhere, different casinos are providing complimentary refreshments. The awards dinner, which
will be on Saturday evening, will be at Alpine Meadows Ski Area, where we will have the entire ski
lodge to ourselves. The dinner will include beef and pork ribs with all the side dishes. A no-host bar
will also be open.

The Area: There will be ample time and information provided for rally participants to sight-see
and enjoy the area. Rafting down the Truckee River, visiting the Ponderosa Ranch, scenic boat trips
on the lake, tram rides to the top of the mountains--these are all available. There are also specific
events scheduled in the area that may be considered. During the last weekend of June of 1982, for
example, there were power boat races and old-time fireman competitions in the Tahoe City area.
Further, both Tahoe City and the South Shore Stateline area are loaded with restaurants, craft fairs, art
shows, shops, and other attractions. There will be plenty to do and see.

We hope to see you at Lake Tahoe. If you have any specific questions about the rally, write or
call:

NorCal Chapter USA 1310 Gold Rush Way Penryn, CA 95663 (916) 663-2201

Your solo rider friends are welcome and encouraged to attend.
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USCA NORTHWEST
 13211 N.E. 7th Ave. Vancouver WA 98665
U.S.A.-N.W.  March

1982 was quite a sidecar year in the North-
west. 1983 promises to be even bigger and better.
Several exciting events have been planned during
this year. The first will be a winter ride to re-
member. We will meet at People's Motorcycle
Market 8930 Stark St. Portland Ore at 10A.M.
Plan on dressing warm as we depart at 11. We
can all ride to Timberline Lodge, a beautiful rock
structure built by Government workers during
the great depression. After lunch everyone can
make one of many decisions on what to do. This
ride is a U.S.A-N.W. sponsored event.

On March 27, 1983 we are encouraging all
our chapter to attend the Kirkland Rebels Heart
Fund Run. This event held at Evergreen State
Fairgrounds in Monroe Wa. is always one of the
largest motorcycle runs of the year. All the profits
go to the Heart Association. Helping to make this
a great event are the Seattle Cosacks and Seattle
Police motorcycle drill teams. These two great
drill teams will perform after the run is com-
pleted. We will be at Southcenter Shopping
Complex in Tukwila at 8 A.M. in front of the
Cinema.

April 16 is the date of the "Rotten Ruses
Red Rabbit Ride" out on by the Boeing Motor-
cycle Employees club.T.S.A. member Pick Rothe
invites all to be in Kent for this one. Don't forget
the 6th annual N.W. sidecar pilots Invitational in
Yakima Wa. over memorial day weekend. If you
are planning to camp at Yakima let us know as
space may be limited.

Besides an active shedule of events, this
year U.S.A-N.W. will be more involved with the
full scope of sidecaring. On Febuary 18 and 19
we put our rig in a G W.R.R.A. show at Tower
Mall here in Vancouver WA. We out out some
U.S.C.A. literature and talked to many people
interested in sidecars. We will do more of these
type of public awareness events this year.

Two of our members are extremely involved
in setting up sidecars.

Farell Valerie owner of Peoples Motorcycle
Marke at 8930 Stark St. Portland OR. 97216 also
sell E.M.L. snf Velorex sidecars. He has several
other brands of sidecars available. Farrell can be
reached Tuesday thru Saturday at 503-252-2762.

The other experienced sidecar installer is
Dave Rigby. Dave’s address is 27417 188th Ave.
S.E. Kent WA. 98301.Dave’s vast experience
includes making his own sidecar frames and
installing a wide variety of sidecar and bike
combinations. Dave’s home number is 206-859-
0999.

Both of these people can help you with any
questions or problems you may have concerning
set-ups.

Anyone wishing more information or with
ideas and comments is welcome to contact either
Sue or I anytime. 13211 N.E. 7th Ave Vancouver
WA. 98665 (206) 573-8731.

Safe Sidecaring. Jim and Sue Krautz

Club News
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Northwest Sidecar Pilots
3rd Annual Lake Sammamish Rally

AUGUST 4, 5, 6, 7, 1983 - REGISTRATION

NAME:_________________________________________RIDER; AGE:___________

LAST FIRST

NAME:_________________________________________ PASSENGER AGE:___________

LAST FIRST

NAME:_________________________________________ PASSENGER AGE:___________

LAST FIRST

NAME:_________________________________________ PASSENGER AGE:___________

LAST FIRST

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________

STREET CITY STATE ZIP

MAKE & YEAR:_____________________________________________________________

MOTORCYCLE SIDECAR

TRAILER:____________________  DO YOU PLAN ON CAMPING? YES [___] NO  [___]
   (MARK CHOICE)

CLUB AFFILIATION: _______________________________________________

PRE-RALLY REGITRATION FEE $25.00 or $30.00 at the gate. THIS INCLUDES YOUR CAMP
SITE...(FIRST 100), RALLY PIN, PATCH, ROAD TOURS, GAMES AND ELIGIBILITY
FOR PRIZES AND TROPHIES.

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: R.W. BRASCH, NORTHWEST SIDECAR PILOTS, 5811 156th
ave. N.E.,REDMOND, WA 98052 **SAVE $5.00, PRE-REGISTER BY JULY 25TH 1983**

RELEASE
I/WE HEREBY AGREE TO CONFORM TO AND COMPLY WITH THE RULES GOVERNING

THIS RALLY. I/WE AGREE TO HOLD BLAMELESS THE LAKE SAMMAMISH STATE
PARK, THE NORTHWEST SIDECAR PILOTS AND ANY PROPERTY OWNERS OR OWNER
FOR THE LOSS OR INJURY TO MYSELF OR PROPERTY IN WHICH I/WE MAY BECOME
INVOLVED BY REASON OF PARTICIPATION IN THIS RALLY. I/WE DO ALSO AGREE TO
ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY PROPERTY WHICH I/WE KNOWINGLY DAMAGE.
SIGNATURE OF RESPOSIBLE PERSON __________________ DATE _________
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Glenn Shriver (USA 1058)
to H. A. Kendall

I read with total agreement your Safety
survey, Part I in the "American Sidecarist" Vol. 6,
No. 6, November 1982. More specifically, your
comments on the ability of the machine to
comply with current regulations (that's a pun, as I
happen to live in a State that requires lights to be
on at all times).

I have been motorcycling for some fourteen
years, now, having learned while going to archi-
tectural post grad school in England, on a 1949
Norton Model 7. I currently own two motor-
cycles. I am an honorary lifetime member of the
world-wide Vincent-HRD Owners Club and am
the Organizer (President) of the Chicago Section
thereof. Needless to say, both of my machines are
of that marque.

The newest is a 31 year old 1000cc V-Twin
Series 'C' Rapide model which is burdened by a
similar vintage (?) Steib S-501 sidecar-left hand
mount, as God and Phil Vincent intended. In the
past two years, I have covered some 15,000
miles with this very combination, taking in
twenty-nine States and Ontario - from 'Sea to
shining Sea' as they say. I'm trying to establish
the fact that although not a new machine, the
bike is very reliable and rideable, although I did
need to do major engine repairs in Idaho and
New Mexico, and blew the engine up in Iowa a
year ago!

It is nonetheless, perhaps one of the first of
the 'Super Bikes,' and is still able to hold its own
on the road. I haven't really done a lot of miles
this year, as, the engine rebuild wasn't finished
until mid-June, but I have 'done' Norfolk, VA.
and back, a trip to the Annual North American
VOC Rally at Shadow Lake, Ontario, and an-
other trip to Iowa, as well as weekly use around
town.

When the Vincent Twin was manufactured,
it was the fastest standard motorcycle existing. It
is still an endearing old beast - except for the
electrical equipment. If you know anything about

Letters
1950's British state of the art electrics, there is a
lot to be desired. Luckily, the machine relies on a
completely separate system for ignition - namely
a Lucas KVF magneto.

The lights, however, are supplied (hope-
fully) by a Miller ("The Prince of Darkness") 6v,
50 watt generator (dynamo) which, through the
use of a frightfully clever, space age 'black box'
coulomb doubling device hidden under the
original voltage regulator cover, has been con-
verted to 12v. This works fairly well at higher
engine speeds, as long as engine oil can be kept
from the brushes.

Indeed, in July 1980 friends in Burbank, CA
said we would perish if we attempted to cross the
Mojave Desert by day with temps in excess of
100° in the shade. The bike relished cool, damp
conditions, so we drove from Burbank to Phoe-
nix at night, Phoenix to Albuquerque at night and
Albuquerque to Amarillo at night. The next day
we travelled from Amarillo to Tulsa during the
day and felt quite physically ill from it. (black
helmet, naturally). But - the lights worked! Not
exactly up to modern flame thrower standards, (I
use a whopping great 35 watter headlamp bulb),
but useable.

My technique is to go a wee bit faster than
most of the traffic, thereby eliminating most of
the problem of people coming up on us from
behind. (Standard '50s tail lighting was minimal,
if you recall.) But at 'round town speeds,' day
night, the generator simply cannot keep up. The
system wasn't designed to do it. In England, it
was considered bad manners or bad sportsman-
ship to use one's main headlamp in town. Indeed,
that's why the parking lights are called 'running
lights' there.

Our Canadian cousins were presented with
the lights-on law about the same time we were,
but through some concerted efforts by some
concerned enthusuasts of Anglo-philia (Toronto
Section, VOC) the law was written to exclude
machines over 15(?) years old. Now that was
thinking. Too bad we here couldn't have ex-
pended some similar effort.
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Letters
Glenn Shriver (Cont)

Since that time, our's has been at least
reduced from a moving to a non-moving viola-
tion which, as it does not appear on one's record,
is some small consolation. In fact, as my pilot
bulb lights up the entire headlamp reflector, I
generally only use it (parking light 3w, front, not
counting the tail light, stop light, sidecar running
and tail light nor stop light and heaven forbid I
should need to toot the hooter!) during the day.
Otherwise, I shall not have conserved/generated/
stored up enough juice for the hours of darkness
in town.

To the average motorcyclist/sidecarist, the
solution to my 'problem' is painfully obvious:
fling the fossil on the scrap heap and buy a nice
new bike. But, I doubt very seriously if I will
ever buy another motorcycle, let alone a modern
one. My other cycle is a 1936 500cc single Series
'A' Vincent Comet - a lovely, sprightly, agile little
conveyance, exposed valve springs and all. It's
no reflection on my fellow riders, but to me, after
these older darlings, a modern bike would be
about as much fun as eating a bread sandwich.

I attended the 1981 USCA Rally, having just
returned from a trip taking in Philadelphia,
Baltimore, NYC, Boston, Toronto, etc. At the
rally, since my bike sports no windscreen, fairing
or C.B. tape deck or digital read-
out to tell me what gear I'm in,
most rallyists couldn't understand
how I could consider myself a
serious rider. I dare say I put more
miles on than most - but I digress.

I used to believe that the
headlight-on law was a saving
grace until one of our members
who drives a brilliant red fire
engine to earn his keep, with sirens,
air horns, flashing lights, etc., was
hit by a harried housewife in a gray
station wagon. Her reply to the
Judge - you guessed it - "I didn't
see him."

I enjoy my sport. I spend countless hours
each week on it - not only maintaining my
beasts, but with club business, correspondence,
answering technical questions over the phone,
etc.

In return it has afforded me many hours of
blissful joy, whether it was replacing a burned
exhaust valve at the side of the road (having been
sent a new one by someone 250 miles away
whom I'd never met before), or crossing the
Sierras at 10,000 feet, being shown the proper
road in Holland, being treated to pints and pints
of real ale in England, or having the bike drooled
over in the Champagne vinyards in France or
even being given tools in Canada. It's got to be
one of the most gratifying hobbies there is. God
save me from the legislators!

Keep up the good work, please. And, don't
feel like I'm ignoring the USCA. I enjoy sidecar-
ing, but my 'other' club pretty well uses up all of
my time. Therefore, the magazine is very impor-
tant to me.

Keep the rubber side down.
Glenn Shriver
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Letters
Jeff Thornton
Mesquite, Texas.

I have an old Velorex sidecar I bought for
my Suzuki 850. Since then I have sold the
Suzuki and have a GL1100 Interstate. At the
recent motorcycle show in Fort Worth, I talked to
Perry Bushong of BMW of Ft. Worth. He told
me my sidecar was too light and unsafe for the
GL1100.

This is my first experience with a sidecar
and I am totally confused. Can you give me some
helpful advice?

Reply by H.A.K.
I am afraid Perry was correct. The Velorex

has been added to all sizes of machine, up to the
Harley-Davidsons, but to do so you must add
ballast or it will be easy to upsen on right-
handers. One unit I saw used a flat metal plate in
between the sidecar and the sidecar chassis. But,
the best thing is to obtain a sidecar properly sized
for the motorcycle. There are many in this cat-
egory, but it should weigh between 165 and 225
pounds, preferably in the higher range.

For more information, please contact the
United Sidecar Association for a list of manufac-
turers. A buy-sale exchange section is listed in
each issue of the "American Sidecarist."

Hal Kendall

Gordon Lindsay
Liberty, Penna.

Just fitted a Velorex to a 650 Kawasaki and
finally got the handling correct for 40 to 50 mph
on the straight with no passenger. But, what do
you do when you have a passenger or are on a
crowned road? Perhaps an air shock could be
fitted to control the leanout required with some
type of gyro control to control the lean.

I would like to see many ideas relating to
sidecar construction and operation in the "Side-
carist." How about soliciting an interchange of

ideas? After all, the "Sidecarist" is the only
magazine for three-wheelers.

Answer by H.A.K.
Your idea is good and has been tried (but

without the gyro control). From what I hear it has
worked to some extend. Personally, I prefer a
properly balanced sidecar. The sidecar outfit
should be set up for the type of loads normally
carried on the type of roads normally driven on.
If you normally carry a passenger then the outfit
should be set up so that it will track correctly at
30 mph on a flat road with the passenger with no
arm strain in either direction. When driven empty
it may be necessary to install some ballast. Of
course, some correction will be necessary on
crowned roads. If you normally travel on
crowned roads, the outfit should be set accord-
ingly. You may try an adjustable air shock with a
manual control, but the gyro concept is very
complex.

The Vetter does allow you to dial in the
leanout to compensate for crowned roads. I have
found from experience that a well balanced
sidecar outfit can be driven empty or with a
passenger and even on crowned roads without
discomfort.

Yes, the "Sidecarist" encourages all articles
on and about sidearing. But, you, the member-
ship must write to us. We have no paid technical
staff to generate ideas. Keep your ideas coming.

Hal Kendall
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Letters
Who is in Philadelphia, or NJ?

Hey all you members in the Philadelphia,
New Jersey area I have a gentleman who would
like some information on some local rallies. He
has just purchased a sidecar and is interested in
getting togeather with other sidecarists.

Contact: Thomas Fortunato

93 Saratoga Rd.

Stratford, NY 08084

Sidecar Rally Info, WI ??
Attention Wisconsin: Randy Nissen, 3668

Hwy. 57, Random Lake, WI 53075 would like
some information on the Sidecar Rally held in
Wisconsin every summer. He is interested in
buying a sidecar and would like to attend your
rally - plus would like some personel opinions on
several types of sidecars.

MALL SHOWING 3/11-12/83
West Jordan, Utah

March 11th and 12th, 1983 will be the dates
that the Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Chapter is staging a "Mall Showing” The pur-
pose is to introduce the world of motorcycling to
the public. Glen Burgess and a fellow sidecarist
will be present to represent the sidecarist views.
For additional information contact:

Glen A Burgess #104

2820 West 7268 South

West Jordan, Wtah 84084

Irene Kennedy
Talent, Oregon

You may remember Irene Kennedy of
Talent, Oregon from last year. We heard she is
still traveling on her GL500 Honda Interstate.
Last year she drove over 28,000 miles mostly
while attending Christian Motorcycle rallys. She
was also on TV in Charlotte, N.C. while visting
Jim Bakkers Heritage Village.

Here is wishing you a lot more happy
sidecaring miles in the year ahead from all the
members of the USA.

J. Ralph Sparks
Harley Davidson sidecar rigs

J. Ralph Sparks is interested in any
imformation on Harley-Davidson sidecar rigs.
All help would be appreciated. He would also
like to know if there are any members that have a
1980-82 H-D FLT with H-D sidecar? He would
like to write or hear from you.

Contact: J. Ralph Sparks #2316

RR #1, 11410 Lake View Dr.

Hernando, MS 38632

JUNE 10th - 19th
GENE"S FOUR CORNER TOUR AND
CAMPOUT - # 4

Tentitive Itinerary -

June 10-11th -Monument Valley Campground, AZ

June 12-15th -Arches National Park, Utah

June 16-19th -South Western Colorado

For more information please send a S.A.S.E. to:
Gene Maxwell PO Box 371

Montezuma, CR. Utah 84534
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War Stories
The Storming of Hill 60

BY ANY normal standards it was not hill at
all, just the double, 50ft-high spoilheaps from the
making of railway cutting three miles south-east
of the Belgian town of Ypres.

Locals called it Lovers' Knoll, but to the
red-tab generals commanding the Ypres Salient
in World War One it was Hill 60.

In the flat Flanders landscape Hill 6 was a
thorn in the British side, for from its (relative)
heights the German gunners were able to pin
down the troops of the British 18th (subsequently
relieved by the 5th) Divisioin in their trenches a
few hundred yards away. Something, obviously,
had to be done about Hill 60.

Steadily, creeping out from the British lines
under cover of darkness, men of 171 Tunnelling
Company, Royal Engineers, worked away for
three months in the early part of 1915, burrowing
deep into the German-held hill and planting no
less than 9,900 tons of explosives.

Zero-hour was to be 7.05 pm on April 15
and as the day faded so an unnatural stillness
settled over the scarred countryside. The ex-
pected big bang didn't happen and, instead, there
was a muffled "whoomph" as part of the hill
caved in, taking with it 150 Prussian Guards and
two unwary Royal Engineers.

Then the night erupted as every gun on the
British sector directed its fire on Hill 60. In the
early hours there was a lull in the artillery bar-
rage, broken by the unexpected note of a posse of
two-stroke twins, as the 532cc Scott outfits of
No.4 Battery, Motor Machine Gun' Service,
arrived at the rear of the lines.

Their crews unshipped the Vickers-Maxim
guns and, under the command of Capt. H.
Gardons-Bird, passed through the infantry
trenches.  At 7 am came another signal and the
sidecar men opened up, lending their consider-
able fire-power in support of the assault on the
German positions mounted by the West Kents,
East Surreys, and Queen Victoria's Rifles.

It was the first time the MMGS had been
thrown into action and they acquitted themselves
nobly, with Gunner J. Rafferty, of No.4 Battery,
being recommended for the Distinguished
Conduct Medal. Later in the day the Germans
counter-attacked and now No. 5 Battery, com-
manded by Capt. J. E. Alkin, brought up their big
vee-twin Royal Enfield outfits, unshipped guns
and joined the battle.

Yet through British troops did gain the hill,
their hold was tenuous, and by May 5, following
a poison-gas barrage, the Germans were back in
charge. And as a PS to the present story, they
were to stay on Hill 60 until June, 1917, when
more undermining — resulting in the biggest
man-made crater of all time — dislodged them
for good.

Obviously, the idea of a highly mobile
machine-gun force, which could be rushed from
one section of the front to another to strengthen a
local attack or help to repel a counter-attack, was
a useful one. But it wasn't the original conception
of the Motor Machine Gun Service.

A static war by troops in opposing trenches
had not been envisaged and the first plan was
that the sidecar gunners would shoot on the
move, the outfits foraging ahead of the advanc-
ing army to nose out enemy positions.

It didn't work out that way, but in the new
role of a go-anywhere strike force the Motor
Machine Gun Service proved so effective that
more and more batteries were recruited.

Where possible, batteries were raised in
specific localities and so No. 5 Battery, already
mentioned, was largely made up of Coventry
clubmen and ex-employees of the motor cycle
factories. No. 10 Battery was raised in Scotland.

Although Scott and Royal Enfield outfits
were the first to be used with the BEF, the War
Office meantime had been evaluating what was
generally reckoned to be the best sidecar model
of its time. This was the 744cc Clyno twin,
designed by William Comery.
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The Storming of Hill 60, Cont.
The three wheels were quickly detachable

and interchangeable and a complete spare wheel
was carried at the offside rear of the bike.

In February, 1915, the War Office adopted
the Clyno as the standard outfit of the MMGS
and from then on it gradually replaced the earlier
types. At first the front fork was a side-spring
Druid, but this was soon superseded by the
Brampton Biflex which offered springing in both
the vertical and lateral planes.

As a separate regiment, the Motor Machine
Gun Service ceased to exist in May, 1917, when
(by that time entirely Clyno-equipped) it was
absorbed into the Machine Gun Corps. However,
the make-up of the motor cycle batteries re-
mained unchanged and by the time the Armistice
was signed in November, 1918, there were 33
fully-equipped batteries on active service in
France, Italy, East Africa and elsewhere, with
still more men undergoing training at home. In
all, the Clyno factory had supplied the War
Office with no fewer than 2,300 outfits.

Composition of a battery is interesting. The
usual establishment was 18 combat outfits, plus
an additional Clyno with passenger sidecar for
the use of the commanding officer, and four
550cc Triumph Model H solos.

The 18 combat machines were split into
three six-outfit sections, in which two machines
carried machine guns, two more were unarmed
but equipped to carry guns (these were reserve
outfits in case the lead machines were knocked
out) and the remaining two were ammunition
tenders.

The ammo outfits usually carried 2,000
rounds, plus water, petrol, oil, carbide, and spare
parts for the machine guns and motor cycles.
When on the move, each outfit also carried the
bedding and personal belongings of the driver
and gunner.

War Stories
January, 1918, saw the existing batteries of

the Machine Gun Corps strengthened by the
arrival of the 1st Canadian Machine Gun Bri-
gade, equipped with 744cc Clyno outfits exactly
as were their British comrades-in-arms. In the
same year, some batteries were switched from
the Western Front to Northern Italy. Another
battery, serving in German East Africa, severed a
vital enemy railway lifeline.

When the end came, in November, it was
with a dramatic suddenness that left manufactur-
ers unprepared for the return to peace. Wartime
demand had led Clyno to expand their
Wolverhampton works considerably and al-
though Comery had prepared a new Bhp vee-
twin with pivoted-fork rear suspension for
peacetime production, he now left Clyno em-
ployment under a cloud (to re-emerge as Raleigh
chief designer, with an all-new, rear-sprung flat
twin of which, it was rumoured, the prototype
had been built secretly at Clyno's).

Catastrophically (as later transpired) Clyno
boss Frank Smith elected to move out of motor
cycle manufacture and, instead, challenge Will-
iam Morris head-on by producing a cheap family
car. Jimmy Cocker — who had been No. 5
Battery's sergeant under Capt. Alkin at the 1915
Hill 60 assault — was given the job of Clyno's
competitions manager. But that, maybe, is a tale
for another time and another place.

Emblem of the Motor Machine Gun Service
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War Stories
The Storming of Hill 60, Cont.

 Another view of the same unit. Although the passenger of the leading Clyno has taken
up a warlike position, this was for the camera's benefit, and in fact guns were never

fired on the move.

Clyno outfits of a machine gun battery prepare to move off from their depot
behind the British lines in France, led by an officer on a Model H Triumph.
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A column of sidecar gunners pictured in Northern Italy, early in 1918.

War Stories
The Storming of Hill 60, Cont.

Again it's the Western Front, it is September, 1918, and the lads don an assortment of
captured German helmets and caps, Machines are the ubiquitous 744cc Clynos.



Vol 7 Number 3                                        Page 19                                                      Mar 1983

War Stories
The Storming of Hill 60, Cont.

 A 1914 shot of a Scott outfit of Jo. 1 Battery, MMGS, in training in Engand. The driver, Sgt.
Frank Cody, was the son of pioneer aviator, Colonel William Cody.
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Tech Talk
Easier Sidecar Steering

Easier sidecar handling is accomplished by
reducing the trail on the front forks.

Reducing the trail is achieved by, moving
the axle line closer to the head line (as shown in
diagram).

The new 'ease' in steering is similar to
having 'power steering.'

This simple triple-tree adjustment can
enhance the steering on most of the larger Japa-
nese bikes. The larger bikes have a larger trail.

Ex: A Honda 1000 or GL1100, has a trail of
5" - by changing the triple tree, this trail is
reduced by about one-half, leaving 2-1/2 ".

The triple-tree adjustment is designed for
sidecar use, however, the motorcycle can be used
solo, if in emergency. Probably the nicest thing

about this set-up, is that it does not interfere with
already mounted fairings. The motorcycle retains
the original look. The only change being in the
superb manner it now handles.

This basically simple steering change was
designed by Leo Robbins. If you do not have the
machine shop facilities to do this yourself, it is
available through: Side Strider, Inc.

Cost: $105.00 - price includes UPS return
charges. Remove your own triple tree, send it to
Side Strider; it will be returned within 7 days.

Side Strider, Inc.
15838 Arminta St., Unit 25
Van Nuys, CA 91406 213/780-5542
Please call or write for further information.

Diagram - The axle moves forward, as indicated
by arrows. The line that goes through the head
of the frame, re-mains the same, there by,
reducing the trail.
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Easier Sidecar Steering

#1 - Triple tree, after machine work has been done.

#2 - How the aluminum plug fits into the triple tree.

#3 - The finished product - re-machined triple tree, with aluminum plug and its offset hole, in their
proper position.

Tech Talk

Photos by Steve Eisenberg
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Club News
NOTES FROM JERSEY
 Mary Cron

We all know hacks are safer than solo
cycles; otherwise, we'd not be riding them. We
know, too, that each has its own particular style
of driving. Did you hear of the cyclist in England
who'd been driving a cycle with sidecar for about
15 years, then switched to a solo machine? He
stopped at a red light, paused a few seconds and
then man and machine tumbled over. He'd
forgotten to put a foot down when he'd stopped.
Unhurt, he appreciated the humor of it and
laughed.

I received a note from the Wurzers in
Arlington, VA. asking for information on the "83
New Jersey Rally". Notes like that prod me into
doing the "Notes".

There are some snow banks higher than my
head as I write this, but Spring is not too far
away - REALLY!

6th annual New Jersey Rally
The sixth annual New Jersey Rally will be

held Sunday, April 24, 1983 from 9 A.M. to 5
P.M. at Cedar Creek Campground, 1052 Route 9,
Bayville, N.J. 08721 - same place as last year.

Garden State Parkway travelers use Exit 80,
then travel south about 7 miles on Rt. 9. Western
and Southern travelers use Rts. 70, 72 or 530,
heading east toward Rt. 9. The Korean War
fighter plane is the Campground landmark. Turn
west off Rt. 9 into the Campground.

Cost? The campground entrace fee is the
same as previous years - $2.00. Fee is waived if
you stay overnight at the camp-ground. Their
phone: 201/269-1413.

Bring your lunch - beer yes, but no hard
stuff. Check your mileage: Trophy awarded for
longest distance to rally.

Information? Write Mary Cron, 407 West
Fifth Ave., Roselle, N.J. 07203, Phone: 201/245-
5794 or 201/269-2533. Please let it ring.

Remembeer the Quicks?
A note from the Quicks of Staffs, England

said that the annual rally of the Federation of
Sidecar Clubs (European) had about 280 outfits,
450 adults and 217 children. Wouldn't it be nice -
based on last year's successful National Rally in
PA. - if we could reach those kinds of numbers in
Jersey:

Non-members and solo bikes are welcome
at the New Jersey rally, so bring your friends and
interested persons. See you Sunday, April 24th.

Deluxe Mexican Caravan
MAY 15th - JUNE 3rd -
Llisted in your calendar of events. Information ca

be obtained by writing to:

Dave King Motorcycle Caravans of The
Americas 30943 Club House Lane

Farmington Hills, Michigan 48018

or call: 616/941-7617
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Advertizing
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Industrial News
HitchHiker

Patented Body and Fender are fiberglass and have
a tough Gel-Coat finish in black or white. Black/
chrome vinyl trim is used around fender and trunk lid.
Midsection of body has a plywood reinforced floor.

Three cubic foot locking trunk accessible without
disturbing passenger. Seat cushions are easily removed
for cleaning and other uses.

Pre-wired Electrical System consists of a (4) wire
harness with a plug socket located at the motorcycle.
Stop, Tail and headlight are standard. Windshield is
made of "Uvex" plastic and wraps around body
cowling, and is trimmed with black/ chrome vinyl.
Black Astro Turf Carpeting is Standard.

Tonneau cover is standard and a protective
storage pouch is provided. Both items are made of top
quality black convertible-top material.

Frame is made of heavy gauge mild steel. Finish
is black. Universal mounts are adjustable and will fit
most any motorcycle.

HitchHiker Enterprises, 368 London Rd. West
Jefferson, Ohio 43162, Tel. (614) 879-7467

Suspension is the leading arm type with an
adjust-able height feature. An S & W airshock is
standard. Mag wheel is standard with a 155-13 steel
belted radial tire.

Instructions for mounting are furnished with
every unit and consist of detailed step by step illustra-
tions. Weight is approximately 160 lbs. Weight at side
car tire (unit mounted on bike and empty) approxi-
mately 90 lbs.

*Warranty is provided for one year. Manufacturer
shall provide parts for repair and/or replacement, at
manufacturer's option, free of charge during the
warranty period, providing the unit has not been
subject to any misuse, negligence or accident. *Wind-
shield and seat excluded.

Shipping charges vary with distance. Retail
price includes crating and universal mounting
hardware. Design, specifications and price
subject to change without notice.
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Classifieds
WANTED - FOR SALE - EXCHANGE - These ads run for two consecutive issues for a small
fee. A handy form is included for your convenience.

FIRST TIME ADS
FOR SALE Watsonian Avon S/C restored to

perfect conditon. Steel body never rusted-
$1800 or offers. For Gold Wing-brackets, new
comstar wheels, complete front end w/heavy
duty springs, air caps, fork brace and calipiers.
Priced reasonable. Contact: Dennis Simon
#1715, 3722 Lochearn Drive, Baltimore, MD
21207, 301/265-8694

FOR SALE 1974 Moto-Guzzie 850cc Police
Model with NEW Eagle sidecar, H.D. bags,
bars, custom seat, etc. 6000 miles. $2400.00,
Contact: Wm. J. Lawler #1805L, 645 E.
Hermitage St. Philadelphia, PA 19128 215/
483-8456

FOR SALE 1978 Benelli 6 cyl. Fairing, luggage
rack, etc. $2600.00 - also 1981 4-cyl Benelli
231cc (brand new - no miles) $2900.00,
Contact: Wm. J. Lawler #1805L, 645 E.
Hermitage St. Philadelphia, PA 19128 215/
483-8456

FOR SALE 1980 Motorvation Roadster Royale
S/C convertable top and tonneau cover.
Mounts for GL-1100. Black-$2100.00, Con-
tact: Jean Owens #4580, 13917 Riverside
Dr., Constantine, MI 49042 616/435-5695

FOR SALE Used Terraplane, less than 500 mi.
Wineberry Red, reversed comstar wheel
hardware for GL-1100 and KS-1000 ST.
$1695.00 Contact: Charlie Hutton #2220H,
RT 2, Luck, WI 54853, 715/472-8275

FOR SALE 1952 Zundapp KS600 - 95% origi-
nal New paint, chrome wheels $1250.00
David Schaffer #622S, 1649 Chinquapin
Road, Holland, PA 18966, 215/357-0386

FOR SALE Equalean "Side Kick" S/C, 6 mo old
black, new soft top, lites, mounts for Yamaha
XS1100. $900.00 firm will deliver in OK.
Contact: Fred Gudgel #2069G, 1224 Osage
Dr. Stillwater, OK 74074 405/377-1900

FOR SALE 1977 KS-900 W/Thompson S/C,
7000 mi. on combo described in Vol-5 No-6 of
the Sidecarist. $2900.00 or best offer. Buy
both or separately.  Contact: Jeff Sposato
#1221S, 1120 Country Club Dr., Findlay, OH
45840, 419/423-8790

WANTED Asbencade, must be excellant. Have
82 Goldwing - 6000 mi - plus cash Contact:
Robert Walker #537W, 28 Bayside Village,
Newport Beach, CA 92660 714/673-3622

WANTED Original sidecar, parts or complete to
fit 1946 Indian Chief. Any cond. Will consider
other year. Mark Troche Malnichuck #2367M,
RFD # 1 Box 146, Caribou, ME 04736, 207/
455-4473 nites 7-8pm

FOR SALE 1980 BMW R1000 touring full
dress, low miles, mint condition-never
dropped. $4750-cost $7000. Loaded with
everthing a real buy. Contact: W. S. Lawson
#1492, 3113 Floydi Ave., Modesto, CA 95355

WANTED Leading link front forks for Honda
GL1000 for S/C work. S/C to fit Wing, even
one needing repair. 1979 Wing front end parts.
Shoei GF1 Touring fairing, even if it needs
repair or any parts for same. Contact: Tom
Parent Sr. #356, RFD 1 Box 233, Suncook,
NH 03275, 603/485-7273

FOR SALE 1975 Guzzi Eldorado with 1000cc
motor complete rebuilt with new Velorex side-
car $3000 - also new Continental sidecar
$1000. Dennis Laidig 1699L, 364 S. Arlington
St., Akron, OH 44306, 216/253-7455

FOR SALE Globe Sidecar Ex.-condition $650.
 Richard Ross 728R 24144 Hartland St.,
Canoga Park, CA 91307, 213/348-5260

FOR SALE Velorex S/C silver, tonneau cover,
mounting hardware. Excellent cond. $750 or
best offer ontact: Gene Luciano, 1600 W.
Struck Ave. #175 Orange, CA 92667, 714/538-
4036
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SECOND TIME ADS
FOR SALE 82 Goldwing, Full Hondaline dress.

Friendship S/C, Cycle Camp Trlr. All
Wineberry & new Was at Griffith Park Rally.
Just a beautiful rig. Send $1. for photo. Con-
tact: W.D. Miller #1129 2410 W. Charleston
Phoenix, AZ 85023 602/863-1656

FOR SALE 1980 KZ1300 Touring Coupe.
Royale Motorvation S/C, CB Stero, Custom
Paint, Powerbooster, 50W Radar Detector,
Air-shocks - $5500. $12000 invested - Mint
Condition. Robert Crank, 4837 Kentfield Dr.
Dayton, OH 45426 513/837-8627

FOR SALE 1946 Indian with Indian Sidecar.
Completely original and as new. Also 1918
Indian with matching sidecar, newly restored -
$7500. R. Drumm #1172, 158 Gibson St.
Canandaigva, NY 14424 716/394-1895

FOR SALE 78 GS1000 with homebuilt fully
inclosed S/C. Has to be seen. Will send picture
-$3000. S/C alone - $1200. Motorcycle alone -
$1800. Contact: Gary Carlin #2264 282
Ferndale Way, Redwood City, CA 94062 415/
365-5529

FOR SALE Old S/C frame, rigid wheel, leaf
springs, believe to be "Nimbus" frame from
1940's. Sell for $300 + shipping Contact:
Steve Krutsinger #310. 4822 S. Madison,
Tulsa, OK 74105 918/743-8465

FOR SALE 69 BMW R695 with Steib ST501
26000 Miles, Excellent Cond. Black - $6500
Stuart Goldstein #2065, 128 Pioneer Dr.,
Woodstock, GA 30188, 404/928-2547

FOR SALE Steib spares from Rennsport Side-
cars.  Contact: Rennsport Sidecars, 3 Brook
Lane, Catcott Somerset TA7 9HG England

FOR SALE Motorvation Spyder Ti, $1650. You
pay shipping. 9am-5pm Contact: Bob
Kohlscheen #288, Sunrise Mobile Vil.1/9
Iowa City, IA 52240, 319/338-2568

FOR SALE HD S/C 1980 Black, Carpet Uphol-
stered, luggage rack,. lowered 6 inches, spoke
wheel, new tire. Xlnt. Cond. $2000 or trade
for ??? Joe Wheeler #1253 10931 Baroqve
Ln., San Diego, CA 92124 619/569-0374

FOR SALE Complete set of Watsonian mounting
hardware including parts on sidecar frame, all
new. Paid $325, sell for $250 Contact:
Steve Krutsinger #310, 4822 S. Madison,
Tulsa, OK 74105 918/743-8465

FOR SALE Must sell 1978½ FLH80 w/matching
S/C Black Cherry and Red, 1200 mil since
overhaul(ported, polished and balance lo-
comp ression pistons) uses reg. ga Make offer,
Contact: Bobby Anderson #1776A, RT-1 Box
14, Brandon, MS 39042, 601/825-5285

FOR SALE Terraplane rigged for GL1100's
Excellent condition, used very little Wife say's
must sell $1900 or best offer. Contact: Marx
Crawford #1378, 5529 Caines, Davenport,
IA 52806 319/391-1916

FOR SALE 2 Steib Sidecars 501's. Both in
excellent condition. All original-owned for
over ten years. Imported from Holland with
late model BMW adaptor sub-frame $2000 ea.
/ OBO Contact: Bent or Rudy Van Der Veer
*he 10901 Elinda P1. Sun Valley, CA 91352
213/767-0316

FOR SALE 1976 BMW R90/6 F.S. all accesso-
ries $2350 / OBO. Bingham MKI $950/OBO
or both for $3000. Both in excellent condition.
Must sell. Grant G. Gleason 22626 Burton St.
Canoga Park, CA 91304 213/999-1460

FOR SALE 1979 Yamaha 650 Special II and
Globe 200 Sidecar, Excellent Condition Match
painted, all new or near new tires 16,000 +
miles. Laid off from work. Must sell. 2,500.00
Contact: Jim Doane, 2336 Woodlyn, Pasadena,
CA 91104 213/794-6634

Classifieds



Vol 7 Number 3                                        Page 27                                                      Mar 1983

CLASSIFIED ADS
Please use this form, or make a copy of it for your classified ad. Using the sample ad form the

fee is $4.00 private party and $8.00 commercial. PRINT YOUR AD USING ONE SPACE PER
LETTER AND LEAVING ONE SPACE BETWEEN WORDS. INDICATE "WANTED", "FOR
SALE", "EXCHANGE" BY USING "WI", "FS", "EX".

Make check or money order payable to THE UNITED SIDECAR ASSOCIATION Send ad &
check to: The United Sidecar Association, Classified Ads Dept., PO Box 8119, Van Nuys, CA 91409

ADVERTISING
BUSINESS CARD ADS

Placing a business card ad is $50.00 per year. The S50.00 includes your membership for one
year, thereby receiving the Sidecarist for one full year. You may place your business card for $35.00,
per year, exclusion of membership. These ads are for business cards only - whatever can be typed
onto the business size card will be accepted. Please send two business cards and check, payable to the
United Sidecar Association, 46 to: The United Sidecar Association, PO Box 8119, Van Nuys, CA
91409-8119
SUPPLEMENT ISSUE ANNOUNCEMENTS

Clubs, Promoters and S/C Chapters - if you want a two-page pull-out announcement of your
upcoming event to appear in the Supplement issue of the Sidecarist, the charge will be $50.00. This
will guarantee your announcement in one Supplement issue - but if received in enough time, 2 - 3
Supp. issues - and in the Calendar of Events for

up to one year ahead. The requirement for the two pages is that each page fit the dimensions of
8" X 10". Please include all pertinent information for your event such as; time, place, map, registra-
tion application, cost - if any, nearby facilities, activities included. Please have this on two separate
sheets of paper and ready for printing - if it needs a little touching up, we'll help out. If at all possible
have it "print ready". Please make checks payable to the United S/C association and send both your
check and 2 page pull-out to: United Sidecar Assoc. - Calendar of Events PO Box 8119, Van Nuys,
CA 91409-8119

IMPORTANT - If you are just placing an announcement in the Calendar of Events - this is FREE.
COMMERCIAL AD SPACE - WRITE FOR INFORMATION AND CHARGES.

PRESS RELEASES
Including black and white photons - always accepted and placed in INDUSTRIAL NEWS. it
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CUSTON BELT BUCKLES

Price-$45.00 & up.

Nickel on Silver Really Sharp!

Contact: Dan Doyle

1310 Gold Rush Way Penryn, CA 95663
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USA Chapters
AMBASSADOR AT LARGE
Connie Brown, P. O. Box 4199, Ruidoso, NM 88345
AMBASSADOR - MIDWEST
Derryl Dover, 7837 W. 98th St., Hickory Hills, I1 60457
LATIN AMERICA CORRESPONDENT
Leslie Garlinghouse, 408 Bellview Dr., Heber Springs, Ark

72543
ALABAMA
Tony Allison, 215 Eagerton Rd. Montgomery, Ala 36116
ARIZONA
Dave Tenpenny, 2671 W.Tolosa Circle Tucson, Az 85706
CALIFORNIA - NORTHERN
Dan Doyle, 1310 Goldrush Way Penryn, Ca 95663
CALIFORNIA - SOUTHERN
Doug Bingham. 15838 Arminta, Unit #25 Van Nuys, Ca

91406
CANADA
Osie Shanks. 651 Trafford Crescent Oakville, Ontario

Canada L6L 3T4
FLORIDA
Lloyd Dean, P. O. Box 237. Okeechobeen, Fla 33472
GEORGIA
Larry Lehr, 2444 Swanson Court Marietta, GA 30066
ILLINOIS - NORTHERN
Ed Johnson, 510 E. 162nd St., South Holland, Il 60473
ILLINOIS - CENTRAL
William E. Wyatt, Jr., 2415 E. Green, Urbana, Il 61801
ILLINOIS - SOUTHERN/ST.LOUIS
Willie/Dee Kesner, RR 1, Highland, Il 62249
IOWA
Crandall Weaver 107 Fisher St. Hiawatha, IA 62233
Dorothy Wilwert, 240 E. 19ths, Dubuque, IA 51001
KANSAS
Mike Girton, RR 1, Box 128, Great Bend, Ks 67530
G. Trecek, 4319 W. 39th, Topeka, Ks 66614
MD,VA,DIST. OF COLUMBIA
Joseph C. Grant 6721 Haycock Rd., Falls Church, Va

22043

MICHIGAN
Richard Queen Rt. 1, Box 103B Chase, Mi 49623
C. Faust, Box 3333, Hartland, Mi 48029
MISS, ARK, LA, TN
Tom Deming, Rt. 5, Box 107, Liberty, Ms 39645
Charles Tillman Rt. 1, Box 326 Florence, Ms 39073
Gerald Ashby 615 E. Main Rogersville, Tn 37857
Vern/Marge Baldwin Rt. 8, Box 16 Harrison, Ark 72601
MONTANA
Dal Smilie, 1127 5th Ave., Helena, Mt 59601
NEBRASKA
Vern Goodwin, 3737 Lewis Ave. Lincoln, Ne 68521
NEW ENGLAND STATES
Ak, Carl Johnson RFD 1, Box 530
New Sharon, Me 04955
NEW JERSEY
Mary Cron, 407 W. 5th St. Roselle, NJ 07203
NEW YORK
Al Lewis, 136 John ST. Hudson Falls, NY 12893
OHIO
L. Baird, 4638 Winchester Pike Columbus, Oh 43227
OKLAHOMA
Grady Vann, 620 Kathy Ave. Altus, Ok 73521
PENNSYLVANIA /W.VA.
Tom Sheridan
5924 Wallace Ave. Bethel Park, Pa 15102
SOUTH CAROLINA
Walter Hobbs 136 S. Ribaut Beaufort, SC 29914
TEXAS
Hal Kendall. 1621 Palomina Kingwood, Tx 77339
UTAH
Dorde Woodruff, 6366 Cobblerock Lane Salt Lake City, Ut

8412
WASHINGTON/OREGON
Jim/Sue Krautz 13211 NE 7th Ave. Vancouver, Wa 98665
WISCONSIN
John Washbush, 211 S. Division St. Port Washington,Wi
43074
Secretary, Local Chapters
Joyce E. Armour  633 Ogden Road, New Lenox, Il. 60451
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