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Notes from the President......

DOUG BINGHAM
President

Interlochen, Michigan, June '84,
will not only be our Anuual Rally,
but also the annual meeting of the
Executive Committee, where your
input from surveys and letters is
evaluated to further the growth of
the USCA. With the SIDECARIST
now headed by Dorde Woodruff we
are enjoying a very professional
magazine with news from all over
the world, membership letters, new
products, and so forth.

The Executive Committee is
aware of the growing need for more
money (what else is new!). But
services do cost, and have to be
paid for. Prompt membership re-
newal is important. You can help by
checking on your mailing label.
Your expiration date is there. Also,
a postcard is sent out before the due
date, as a reminder. Then, after this,
a card is sent informing you of the
time overdue.

Meanwhile the Association is
still continuing an uninterrupted
service by sending your copy to
you, generally for several months
after you have gone past your due
date.

Okay, what's the point? It costs
the Association bucks, printing,
postage, etc., to carry a delinquent
member. Well, we feel you're worth
it - many times folks just forget,
and that's certainly understandable.
But the dollar problem doesn't go
away.

Your support in purchasing the
Sidecar Raffle tickets is most help-
ful, too, even if only the ten tickets
in one issue of the SIDECARIST.
Somebody is going to be a winner,
and it may be you.
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FROM WHERE I SIT - HAK
GERMAN SIDECAR
MANUAL

Several members responded to our appeal
for help in translating the German manual. The
volunteers to date include Kony von
Engelhardt of Port Richey, Florida, Ron
Livingston of Bergen, West Germany, Stephen
Fisher of Crescent City, California, Alan
Huntzinger of San Jose, California, and
Stroker Brunett, editor of Daimler's Folly. Ron
Plender of Harley-Davidson may be able to
finish up the translation.

The more who participate, the less load
on any one individual. I will coordinate, and
finally send the translation to the author to be
sure we have it correctly. Probably we will
incorporate much of the translation into our
revised Sidecar Manual, to be published by
December of next year.

In the introduction to the German manual,
Herr H. Orlowski, Chairman of the BVDM
(Bundesverband der Motorradfahrer e.V., the
federal agency for motorcycles and publisher
of the book), states that sidecars were very
popular in the fifties. All types of sidecars were
put on almost every type of motorcycle, and
for every purpose. They were used in business
and as art objects, as well as in normal family
use. But with the motorcycle and car boom of
the Sixties, the sidecar rig was all but forgot-
ten.

When the demand for sidecars returned,
there were only a few experts to guide the
efforts of the manufacturers and the buyers.
The BVDM organized training classes to
promote the skills of sidecar operation in 1977.
However, they had no text. The manual was
written in 1980 with the assistance of Edmund
Peikert, as a classroom aid.

Over the next two years the motorcycle
industry brought forth a vast variety of models
from enduros to choppers. The interest in
sidecar rigs increased, also, but knowledge did
not.

No one was very interested in the theory
of sidecaring because of the very limited
production. But to satisfy the growing interest,
the second edition of the German manual was
put out in 1982, mainly as the result of Herr
Orlowski's personal involvement.

The manual explains that there are two
kinds of sidecar rigs. The most common is
simply a sidecar attached to a motorcycle. It
performs like a hybrid. Even machines like the
Harley-Davidson combination, the Neval, the
Ural, and so forth are in reality still a
motorcyle with a sidecar attached, though
greater or lesser attempts have been made to
make them perform correctly.

More rarely a combination is constructed
from the ground up. It has special wheels,
frame, forks, transmission, and so forth.
Machines like the HMO, the Wasp and the
EML are true motorcycle-sidecar combina-
tions.

(The above was translated by Kony Von
Engelhardt.)

If you would like to help with the transla-
tion, please drop me a line.
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Jottings from the Chapter Director
Hi, all. I want to congratulate all Chap-

ter Directors for a job well done. It's lucky
for us that we have such a strong group of
volunteers doing this important job.

It's good news that Don Schwanke is
working on an updated Emergency Contact
and Friendship List. Anyone on the 1982 list
will be included if they are still active
members. To add your name or change your
listing contact Don at Rt. 1, Box 59AA,
LeCompton, KS 66050.

I've received a lot of positive comments
about the last few issues of the SIDECAR-
IST. We can all thank Dorde Woodruff for
her great job as editor. Ralph has been our
printer for a long time and does a great job.
Ralph and Dorde are sidecarists like us.

Speaking of the SIDECARIST, Hal
Kendall and Doug Bingham deserve a lot of
credit, for articles, and research and coordi-
nation.

More of you out there need to get
involved and contribute to our magazine.
It's not right that .11% of the membership is
responsible for most of the articles. What
type of articles should be in THE SIDE-
CARIST? Almost anything. If it's about
sidecaring and interests you, it will interest
at least a small percentage of our members.

Members writing about subjects con-
cerning your Chapter, send to your Chapter
Director. While members and Chapter Di-
rectors need to report on chapter activities,
there are many other things to write about.

What kind of sidecar do you have?

Does it work well on your bike? Does
your neighbor have an old rig in his garage?
What did you ride in the war, or on active
duty? Get the idea? Let's hear from you!

Help, I need someone. Isn't that how
that popular Beatles song goes? Actually I
need several someones. To be more accu-
rate, your Association needs them.

Several states don't have Chapter Direc-
tors, or even contact people. Can you spare
a little time, and have a lot of fun in the
process? If you need more information on
being a Chapter Director, please contact me.

I need someone to help with typing.
This person can live anywhere in the

country. He or she needs to be able to type
and spell correctly, and have access to a
typewriter with Prestige Elite type. (Or a
computer with a letter quality printer and a
Prestige printwheel.) This column as well as
other material to go in THE SIDECARIST
needs to be typed in this manner.

Also, I could use some help from a
person living in or near the San Fernando
Valley. I now have an Apple computer, and
need to enter Association data. No experi-
ence is necessary, so if you're interested let
me know.

In closing, let me say that I'm not all,
accomplished journalist. I have to sit down
and struggle with this column each month. I
have no experience or formal training to
draw from. I think I do all right. I think all
of you out there can do as well as I. Why
don't you give it a try?

We've come a long way as an Associa-
tion. We still have some distance to travel
before everything is close to what we hope
for. If everyone pitches in, the burden on the
few is not overwhelming.

I hope as many of you as possible will
get on the Emergency and Friendship List. I
will await reading your articles in up-com-
ing issues of the SIDECARIST. An editor
can only do so much, It's up to us to give
her material to edit.

SAFE SIDECARING
Jim Krautz
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Letters
TOPPER SCOOTER
SIDECAR

Thanks for the fine article and picture on
my Cushman scooter rig in the Jan-Feb issue. I
still use it practically every day, though people
here say I'm nuts riding it in below freezing
temperatures and in snow. But I love sidecaring
and my "Screamin' Eagle" rig.

The next one will have more improvements.
I have everything to do it, just waiting to build a
workshop next to my garage. I'll still keep the old
one which I could have sold over and over, but
"not for sale", too much fun.

I now live in Wakefield, Rhode Island, only
20 miles from where I lived in Newport. This
small town is ideal for scootering. I get a lot of
comments about my rig, and try to get them to
buy a sidecar and live!

The sidecar on page 22 of the Jan-Feb issue,
with Perry King and Walker Edmiston - the
caption reads H-D Topper, but how about the car
itself? I picked one up exactly like it a few years
ago for my next rig. All metal, torsion bar, and
step.

James P. Sullivan, #178

Wakefield, Rhode Island

Topper Scooter Sidecar Notes
Member Ron Plender, who is Harley's

Manager of Customer Service, researched this
from the Harley-Davidson archives.

The Topper scooter sidecar was sold as
optional equipment for their Topper scooter,
which came out in 1960. The scooter fad during
the Eisenhower era was based on the popularity
of the Italian Vespas and Lambrettas. The Topper
was likewise a step-thru scooter, powered by a
two-stroke engine. Its features included an
automatic transmission, a front brake, and a hand
recoil starting system. It was available in 5- and
9-hp versions.

The optional Topper sidecar was made by
the Meyer Aircraft Company of Tecumseh,
Michigan, and came with a white body on a
black frame. A utility box was also offerred, in
addition to the passenger body. Available until
1965, the cost for the rig complete with sidecar
was less than $600.

For any serious inquiries relating to con-
struction or parts dimensions, Ron may be able
to help. The records should be on microfiche.

SIDECARING TIRES
I have a letter from Mr. Garry Gallagher of

the Metzeler Company that may be of help to
members who have difficulty finding proper
square-section (flat tread) tires for sidecar outfits.

It informs me that such tires are available
from Metzeler, and that any Metzeler dealer
(which presumably most BMW dealers are ) can
order these tires from Motorace by using the
dealer order line: 800/628-4040. The model is
the Block K, avialable in 4.00x18 only. These
tires have a fine reputation in Europe for any of
the three wheels of an outfit, similar to the
reputation of the old block-tread Continental.
Does Continental still make that tire?

I can't believe how THE SIDECARIST has
improved. I'm looking forward to the translation
of the German manual, Steib being "der hoher
Stand der Seitenwagentechnik". I wish my
German was better so I could assist translation.

Now maybe you can assist me. I'd like the
address of the Federation of Sidecar Clubs in
England.

Pretty soon I'll send you photos of my cycle.
The "name in lights syndrome", right?

Zachary Zniewsky, #1245, Minneapolis,
Minnesota

We're collecting miscellaneous photos of
member's rigs for a photo feature, so send away,
Z. Z. and others.
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Letters
FOSC Address

The address of the Fed for Overseas Contact
is: Lem Thorpe, 32, Edward Close, Ipswich,
Suffolk, England.

Coincidentally, I talked to the very same
Garry Gallegher at the Las Vegas Dealernews
trade show, got other information on sidecar tires
there, and added this and other data into an
article of Hal Kendall's elsewhere in this issue.

AIR DEFLECTION FROM SIDECAR
WINDSHIELD

I have a 650 Kaw with a Velorex. The cycle
has a Vetter Quicksilver mounted.

I experience a deflection of air off the
sidecar which whips up under my right arm and
hits my face. My handlebar moustache takes on a
permanent curl on that side.

I've tried hanging various shapes of plexi on
the fairing to see what changing the aerodynam-
ics will do. But all to no avail. (Who wants a
bunch of plexi hanging around anyway).

Since I ride all winter, I really find this to be
a deterrent, and sometimes feel I would have less
velocity of wind if I had no fairing at all. Wonder
if it is a problem with all rigs.

Gordon Lindsay, #2141, Lititz, PA

Doug Bingham, in answering your inquiry,
agrees that this is a problem with most sidecars,
unless the windshield on the sidecar is in line
with the motorycycle shield. The offset is what
causes the problem.

I've just found the air deflection to be worse
with the new bike, same fairing and sidecar, must
line up a little differently. I haven't actually done
much yet about it, except to take the sidecar
windshield off when carrying cargo.

More attention to windproofing of the
jacket area is needed, and I expect one of the
throat covers that attaches to the helmet would
offer quite a bit of comfort - but then you may
find you have to use a non-fogging face shield, if
you aren't already.

SUBMISSIONS
The last questionnaire mentioned a need for

articles. Here's one, if you're this desperate. I
hope the pictures will suffice. I could copy the
originals if you feel it's necessary.

Strongly support the SIDECARIST... can't
compliment Dorde Woodruff on her efforts
enough.

R. Rothe, #1226, Kent, Washington

Rothe, who is too modest, sent a very nice
article. However, reproduction-by-Xerox doesn't
generally work very well, so we had to send for
some real prints, which Rothe promptly supplied.

Articles with good photos receive preferen-
tial treatment. Black and white prints are more
predictable than color, but color prints often do
convert satisfactorily and are preferable to none.

APPRECIATION
Here is my renewal for another year with

the USCA. I'd like to take this opportunity to
express my pleasure in our Association, and the
members I met on a recent four-month, 1200-
mile, U.S. - Canada - Mexico motorcycle-sidecar
tour on my '77 BMW R100/7 with '81 Velorex.

We would like to thank the Northwest
Sidecar Pilots for a wonderful Lake Sammamish
Rally last August. And lastly, I'd like information
on organizing the fellow sidecarists in Alaska.
Any help in this area would be appreciated.

Steve Benner, #2467 Anchorage, Alaska
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Letters
GHOST SIDECARS IN SKY

Thanks to Doug for all of the time spent on
the phone helping me to find out what model
Watsonian I had acquired, and information on
how to set it up.

My wife and I have enjoyed many miles of
pure pleasure with our old Flight. I'm still trying
to determine its exact age. So far I've been able
to trace it back to 1962 when it was purchased by
the police department of Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. I
talked to the mechanic that separated it from the
bike after purchase by Rick Case Honda; it
seems every time someone tried to ride the rig
they had some form of strange mishap. So it
spent a great deal of time gathering dust in the
City Garage 4 until finally sold at auction.

The bike I had the Flight attached to came
to a sad end in late August. The old '71 R60 lost
a bout with a telephone pole. I allowed a friend
to ride it around the block, as he is interested in
getting a hack so that his two small sons can go
to rallies with him.

I had told him about using the front brake
and the throttle in an off-camber right turn. Well,
he got half of it right, he hit the gas and made a
sharp left turn up a driveway and into the pole!
Being the gentleman he is, he replaced my R60
with a '74 R90; it seems that was cheaper than to
repair the old White Mule #1. So now there is a
White Mule #2.

We now have four sidecar outfits in the
Akron BMW Club, and there will probably be a
couple more in the not-to-distant future. We take
a lot of ribbing about our training wheels. But
when someone needs something transported
home from a rally, you know who always has
room for just one more item!

If for the magazine you would like me to
drop an occasional note about the various rallies
I attend, I would do so from time to time.

Is there a director for NE Ohio Area? I
would like some sidecar doings in this area.

Jim Mackey, #1980, Akron, Ohio

These letters were referred to Jim Krautz for
answering on the Chapter business parts.

The story of the old Flight sounds like some
biker fiction we have read!

Yes, do send rally reports on sidecar in-
volvement, whether they are USCA rallies or not.
A good thing to think about is what makes this
particular rally unique, valuable, interesting,
whatever. Remember those photos.

MORE APPRECIATION
Ed Youngblood just passed me his copy of

the USCA Sidecar Operator Manual. I've spent
just a few minutes with it over lunch, but am
already impressed with the clear format and
thorough coverage of sidecar operation.

You should be very proud of your manual,
apparently the new standard reference. I don't
think I've seen anything in motorcycle informa-
tion publication that treats a specialized area so
thoroughly. And thanks for the space for the
[AMA] membership ad in "can't miss it" size.

I also spotted some favorable comments
toward the AMA/ Cycle Gard program in your
magazine. I hope that USCA members that are
AMA members will give AMA/Cycle Gard a try
at least for rate comparison. We hope that with
savings through benefits like these, members can
effectively pay for their AMA dues.

Mark Mederski, Director, Membership
Development, American Motorcyclist Associa-
tion

We hope that USCA members who read the
Sidecar Operator Manual aren't confused by the
fact that since it was laid out, AMA dues have
increased to $20 annually.

Hal Kendall will surely appreciate Mark's
kind commments on his exhaustive work on the
manual.
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Letters
GREAT AMERICAN RACE

We have just received the March issue of
THE SIDECARIST, and I could hardly get past
the "Notes from the Pres." Your mention of the
Great American Race really got my heart going.
Do you know any more about this race or the
promoter to contact? My hubby and I have
always wanted to tour cross country on a couple
of "oldie goodies", but a race is all the better.

Mary Ellen Bolton, #2760

For information on the Great American
Race, call 214/348-6477 in Texas. Entry fee is
$5000 (ulp!).

RUSSIAN MANUFACTURE
I'm very interested in the USCA. I drive a

650cc Dnieper motorcycle of 1980 vintage. I
don't know how common, or uncommon,
Dniepers are in the States, but I'm sure you have
seen one or two.

This past winter I've done what amounts to
a major overhaul of the motorcycle. The work
consisted mostly of correcting quality control
mistakes of the manufacturer. The valve guides
were installed about 1/16th of an inch off, which
jammed up the valve neck. The valve seat grind
was inconsistent, and the intake and exhaust
ports needed cleaning up. The inside of the
engine was cleaned up, also. The various cast-
ings in the engine were very rough, with quite a
bit of casting "flash" left attached.

The motorcycle itself is quite well built.
The biggest problem I have is finding a reliable
parts supplier, and finding others with experience
with these machines. I'm interested in changing
the ignition system to something more reliable,
and the carburetors for something more efficient.
The bike is equipped with antique 26mm Bing
carburetors off of a R69.

As it turns out I like the Dnieper and
believe that a lot can be done with the bike. It is
fairly easy to work on.

Richard Yuke, Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan

Before we go any farther, let's point out that
this bike is apparently named for the well-known
river which runs next to the factory, and that you
will also see the name spelled Dnepr in the
Russian fashion. This motorcycle is similar to
the Ural, also seen rarely in this country, and
built in a different factory, in the Ural Moun-
tains. We'd heard, however, and Denise con-
firms, that parts generally differ for these two
similar, BMW-style motorcycles.

Being interested in the reaction of Denise
Kalmes, the U.S. representative for the Dnieper/
Neval combination, we sent her a copy of the
above letter. Here is the answer:

"The problems Richard Yuke experienced
with his Dnieper are standard, almost inherent in
Russian manufacturing. We have found the only
way to overcome them is:

1) to have a very good dealer go through the
bike and check everything;

2) to up-grade with higher quality components;

3) to obtain a good dual carb system;

4) to change the oil often, and to clean out the
oil pan with great attention to detail; and,
most importantly,

5) to adhere to the run-in mileage schedule we
supply with the bikes.

" .. with our plans for the future,

I think we can offer a very nice product, for
a very nice price."

See the latest Neval product release in the
next issue for the Neval "plans for the future".



Vol 8 Number 4                                  Page 10                                                     May 1984

Letters
THE DIFFERENT WORLD
OF LEADING LINK FORKS

Recently I called Doug B. to give
him a new address for THE SIDE-
CARIST, and he suggested that now
I'm in the St. Louis area I send some
photos of the EML sidecar.

The folks at Sidecar Restorations
were more than happy to let me click
away, and even offered to let me test
drive an EMLHonda G11100 combi-
nation.

Going out of the parking lot, I
lifted the right wheel, and shocked
myself. I've never driven a rig that
turned so fast. The handling is incred-
ible. It's like going from driving a
truck to a car with power steering.

At first I was all over the road,
because the rig is so responsive. Out
on the freeway you can drive it with a
fingertip. Lane changes were a snap.
My impression is that in an accident-
avoidance situation the EML would
perform superbly.

Until I remounted my own rig, I
didn't realize how good the EML
suspension is, Smooth and comfort-
able but not squishy. All in all, the
EML brought the joy of motorcycling
back to sidecaring.

They will sell you the leading
link front end and wheels which use
radial tires if you already have a
brand X,Y, or sidecar. The only thing
is once you convert, you have a side-
car-only motorcyle. There's a solution
for that, too, just buy a second bike
for solo use.

Rodger Mattson, East Alton, Illinois



Vol 8 Number 4                                  Page 11                                                     May 1984

Letters
EML Sidecars

Members who haven't ever driven a leading-
link sidecar rig would be in for a similar urprise
on trying the EML. Details of he EML handling
package, the front end and wheels, etc., in the
Industrial News section.

We hear Sidecar Restorations is going to
have a BMW K100-engined combination put
together by next fall. Gee, Rodger, you'll have to
go back.

More about EML rigs later....

Those of us who have been in motorcycling
for a while, and find it a lot easier to buy bikes
than to sell them, we of the it's-paid-for-why-not-
keep-it delusions, have no problem with a side-
car-only motorcycle, as we have a whole collec-
tion of two-wheelers from which to select for
various duties. For those of the nonpack-rat
mentality, times have never been better for
buying discounted unused motor-cycles or dirt-
cheap, good, used ones.

NEW SIDECAR SHOP
Steve Clark and I have opened a sidecar

shop as of the first of the year. I'm a manager of
Sunrise Honda, and Steve owns Clark Machine
Works. He specializes in British motorcycle
machine work and restoration. Sunrise Honda
used to be Delta Cycles, a Norton/Triumph
dealership. I'm also a member of USCA.

We talked about doing this for a couple of
years and finally decided "why not". Steve has
been setting up sidecars for over ten years, and
I've owned them but only recently actually
started driving one, a Kaw 350 Triple with a
Bingham Mark II. Steve has an Ariel Four with a
Coventry and a Jawa. I have a 1935 Harley with
sidecar which I've been restoring for a long time,
and a Topper scooter with sidecar (need parts).

We took part of the machine shop storage
area and put in a doorway and carpeting. Pres-
ently we have in stock a California Friendship,

Motorvation Formula II, Velorex, and an
Equalean DX. There are six of us (not including
me) who have been going to meets. Will advise
you of any activities which we get firmed up.

Presently we are open evenings and Satur-
days. Please feel free to contact us. I'm also
interested in hooking up with veterans, as I work
as a counselor in a vets outreach center.

Ed Suffa, The New York Sidecar Connec-
tion, 800 Nassau Rd, Uniondale, Long Island,
New York 11553, 516/538-8750

Always glad to hear of a new sidecar shop.
Try contacting Ron Plender of Harley-Davidson
in Milwaukee about Topper parts (see above).

HAL ANSWERS PREVIOUS LETTERS
Re Jack Bivins' letter on towing sidecar

outfits, I've towed many rigs cross-country
hundreds of miles at a stretch, at highway speeds,
with no problems. The rig has sometimes been a
right hand chair, sometimes a left-hander. I've
towed outfits with front drum brakes and with
front disc brakes.

I've always made a rigid towing fork which
pivots and clamps onto each side of the front
fork just above the axle on the lower part of the
fork. The front wheel must track directly behind
the towing vehicle. The rear wheel and the
sidecar wheel must track, as they have no side-
to-side movement. Of course, the tow ball hitch
is mounted to the center of the rigid towing fork.

If you try to tow from the handlebars or
from the headstock, the front wheel should be
expected to wiggle. Likewise, expect the outfit to
wiggle if a flexible and not a rigid towing brace
or fork is used. If Bivins will advise his precise
set-up, I can give him specific recommendations.

Unless otherwise noted, letters are answered
by the editor. Opinions expressed by readers do
not necessarily coincide with official views of
the Association. We reserve the right to edit for
length, clarity, and our own editorial style.
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Feature Story
9,672 Miles in a Box
by Barbara Moody

The camping trailer swayed wildly and
came to rest in a ditch along with the Gold Wing
pulling it, which was laying on its side. My
husband on our Interstate swerved, to avoid
hitting the Gold Wing's spilled passenger. Fortu-
nately her broken sunglasses hadn't injured her
eye.

Our friend had been showing us how easy it
was to pull a trailer. But while he was reading the
map attached to his gas tank he realized too late
that he was in a sharp curve. When he hit the
gravel on the side of the road, apparently the
trailer kept him from regaining control of the
motorcycle.

It was then my husband Karl began thinking
about touring with a sidecar. He felt it would
stabilize the bike when pulling a trailer. He did
realize gas mileage would be lessened, and I
didn't like the idea of riding in a "box" instead of
on the bike. But he began inquiring about side-
cars.

I wasn't very happy with leaving our Inter-
state at BMW Motorrad in St. Louis. But when
we went to get it, the Jupiter sidecar looked
pretty, painted black with gold trim to match the
bike.

The first time we took the rig out, he took
his hands off the bars and the front wheel of the
bike wobbled its objections to what we had done
to it. A Ford Falcon steering damper kept it quiet.
Karl thought enough of the bike to protect it with
a fork brace, and he put the sheep-skin off the
bike into the sidecar to show he was also think-
ing of me.

With a cooler attached to the rack of the
sidecar, and folding chairs strapped on our
camping trailer, we headed for the Annual Rally
in Mercer. I began to feel more friendly towards
sidecars when I saw how much the children and
dogs at the rally enjoyed them. Now if Karl
would just let our dog ride in the sidecar while I
rode on the bike, we could take the dog on the

tour of the West we were planning.

At the Mercer rally we were hoping to see
how other people toured with sidecars. The
people were real friendly, and we began to feel
right at home. Marge and Vern Baldwin from
Arkansas whom we had met at the Retread rally
on the way arrived. Vern was blinded by a gre-
nade in the Korean War, and enjoyed riding in
the sidecar while Marge rode the bike. They met
while Vern was in the hospital, and discovered at
that time they were both riders.

For a year we planned our trip west in 1983
to the Tahoe Rally. I did remain in the sidecar,
and was wondering why I had ever objected. In
New Mexico I noticed the sidecar windshield
was leaning back. Karl said he liked it that way
because it deflected less wind onto him. I told
him it reminded me of a tooth getting loose.
Suddenly there was a thump on the top of my
helmet, and my windshield was gone.

We saw lots of sand, sage, mesquite, petri-
fied trees, flood waters, salt flats, prairie dogs,
motorcycles, trucks, tour buses, and campers. We
didn't see another sidecar rig until we were past
Reno. Up to that time, the nearest thing to my
eye level was a calf when we were stopped by a
cattle drive in Utah.

We got to Sugar Pine Point State Park on
June 21st, two days early, but many were already
setting up camp beneath the pines. Visiting with
people around the campfire, playing cards with
them, and watching those Western bluejays
would have been entertainment enough, but we
were curious and did make a sight-seeing trip to
South Lake Tahoe. Marge and Vern arrived from
Arkansas. Even the weather cooperated to make
our visit to Tahoe perfect.

The evening after we left the rally we
camped near a couple who just purchased a
sidecar to accomodate their 9-week-old daughter.
Karl was now talking like an expert, and the
young couple seemed to appreciate our experi-
ence. I had won a Kodak Disc camera at the rally
drawing, and tried it out on Highway 1 when I
took my first look at the Pacific Ocean.
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The most impressive night of our trip was
that of June 27 when we camped among the giant
redwoods in Humboldt State Park near Weott,
California - though the huge truckloads of
redwood logs coming at us around the sharp
curves as we wound our way through the moun-
tains were intimidating.

We traveled north on Highway 5, the rain
becoming harder. I pulled the sidecar cover over
me, but soon was sitting in a puddle. The water
soaked through, in spite of my new rainsuit, and
it was cold. At this point I really missed my
windshield. Coffee was being served at a rest
area north of Portland, and we were told the sun
was shining in Yakima. We turned east of High-
way 12. We did not see Mt. Hood. Nor Mt.
Rainier. Or Mt. St. Helens. We did well to see the
Evergreen Motel in Morton, Washington. This
was our only night in a motel in 1983. We shiv-
ered as we wrung out our clothes and spread
them to dry.

It continued cold and rainy as we crossed
Idaho into Montana. We were thinking about
going north into Alberta. However, the wind in
Montana was something else. In a restroom I
read, "If you think the rain in Washington ___s,
the wind in Montana ___s". I don't like writing
on walls, but these words were fitting - at one
point the wind actually lifted the sidecar! It was
44 degrees in Butte on July 3rd - and we were on
our way south instead of north.

It was beautiful on 85 into North Dakota.
We planned to take Highway 12 to the Missouri
River. There was very little traffic; we saw large
equipment working beside the road but since it
was not in the way we paid little attention. Until
we realized the entire road in front of us was
missing. We had to follow deep ruts, which
would have been difficult on a solo bike, even
without the trailer. Blinded by dust from the car
ahead of us, again we truly appreciated the
stabilizing effect of the sidecar. When we
reached what resembled a highway, we saw a

sign, "Road-work Ahead". After that it was
through Nebraska and Iowa back to Missouri, a
total of 7002 miles.

On the next trip, from July 12 to August 5
when we went to the National Retread Rally in
Canandaigua, New York, about 70 miles from
Karl's hometown, we stayed hot and dry, mostly.
Karl showed me the beautiful Genessee River
Gorge in Letchworth Park, and impressive
Watkins Glen, which he had visited as a child.

The last day of the rally over four inches of
rain fell in 24 hours, but it was warm and by then
we were used to camping in the rain.

We got back to Missouri for a total of 9671
miles of touring with the rig that year. I filled a
100-page album with pictures and thoughts I had
gathered. Then the SIDECARIST for Nov-Dec
arrived. Karl read "Interlochen, 1984 Annual
Sidecar Rally, June 28 -July 1". Out came the
road atlas, and I heard him say, "In Michigan we
can take 75 to Mackinaw City, and cross into
Canada at Sault Ste. Marie. Canadian 133 off of
10 leads into Vermont...."

See you at Interlochen.

Genesses River Gorge
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First niew of the Pacific
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H-D wants to sell you a Sidecar
In going through the 1983 USCA survey

responses, I noticed several Harley rigs were
equipped with non-Harley sidecars. This was at
total variance with the 1981 survey when most
Harley rigs sported matching sidecars, and
prompted me to ask the members why.

Some members replied that they had con-
tacted specific H-D dealers with the following
results:

They were told it was not possible to order a
sidecar alone.

The dealer would sell a complete outfit but
wasn't interested in ordering the sidecar alone.

The price would not even be quoted, as they
wouldn't order one anyway.

The dealer tried to sell the customer every-
thing in the shop, except a sidecar.

The dealer insisted a complete new sidecar
front end was essential.

In addition, one member stated he was
concerned with the internally exposed rivits, the
relatively high cost, and the apparent inexperi-
ence with sidecars shown by the H-D dealers.

I conducted a telephone survey of Harley
dealers in and around the Houston area. All said
they would order a sidecar separately, and gave
me a firm price for it, and a reasonable estimate
for fitting. All gave me a quote for the sidecar
front end. None said that it was mandatory,
although they recommended it for easier han-
dling.

From my personal experience with Harley-
Davidson over the past several years, I've found
them to be extremely cooperative. But their
sidecar business is rather specialized and low-
volume. It's not likely that all H-D dealers are
knowledgeable about sidecars. The factory
indicated, later, that some courses may be pro-
vided, to school their dealers in sidecar fitment,
alignment, and maintenance.

I referred the experience of the members to
the company, and received this response from R.

L. Reiter, Director of Fleet Sales:

"Please be advised that many things have
changed at Harley-Davidson since we became a
private company again during the summer of
1981. Some things have changed for the better,
but as always, we must continue to strive for
customer acceptance across our product line.

"I will attempt to answer your many con-
cerns about sidecars as follows:
1. Sidecar sales
1. has never been a large volume business at our

Company.

2. This situation of low volume perhaps causes
the product to be treated like a bridesmaid by
both us and our dealer organization.

3. Current, up-to-date sales literature has not
always been readily available. Attached is our
current literature with complete specifications.

4. Complete sidecars with or without the con-
nections are available through all Harley-
Davidson dealers.

5. Harley-Davidson sidecars have a current
suggested list price of $2895.00 plus airfreight
and sales tax. This may be considered expen-
sive, but cost is always relative.

6. Our sidecars are engineered and manufactured
to be used with our motorcycles. I know of no
other OEM motorcycle manufacturers which
provide a sidecar for their motorcycles. (The
communist countries excepted - HAK.)

7. Our 750 franchised dealers nationwide are
independent businessmen. Some represent the
product line better than others. I will not make
excuses for those who do not provide proper
sales, service, or answers to questions.

8. Any time our customers cannot obtain satis-
factory answers from our dealers, they always
have the option of contacting us direct.

9. Federal safety regulations have not prevented
us from selling our sidecars. All of our prod-
ucts must be certified before they can be
offered for sale to the general public.
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“Ron Plender will also be answering your
letter and be providing you with answers to your
many technical questions. Thank you for your
continued interest in Harley-Davison and for the
opportunity to be of assistance. Continued best
wishes and continued happy sidecaring.”

For those who can't obtain satisfactory
answers to their questions from their local
dealers, you may contact Ron Plender, Manager
of Customer Service, Harley-Davidson Motor
Company, Inc., 3700 Juneau Ave., Milwaukee,
WI 53201. Ron is a USCA member, and very
willing, knowledgeable, and helpful.

Or if you prefer you can send queries to
Harley-Davidson through us. In that case we can
keep a record of your query and the answer, and
pass them along to other members who may have
a similar problem or question.

Included with every CLE or TLE sidecar
sold is an Owner's Manual, part number 99958-
84. It will help an owner set up a 1979 or later
rig. A full service manual with more details on
setup, servicing, and repair of H-D sidecars is
planned, perhaps as early as this spring. Ron
Plender offers these suggestions to members
wishing to fit H-D sidecars:

LE Model
1. Non-current, but this model and its fittings are

often found at swap meets, and so forth. White
or black body; spoked wheel.

2. Three-point ball-and-socket mounting, at top
front, lower front, and on the rear swing arm.

3. Bolts directly to 1973 to 1979 FLH Electra
Glide motorcycles.

4. Can be fitted all the way back to 1958 FLH
models with the appropriate connection kit.
The whole kit is no longer available from the
factory, but some of the parts are.

CLE Model
1. Body painted in one of three two-tone color

schemes, to match FLH Classic motorcycle;
cast wheel.

2. Three-point ball-and-socket mounting, at top
front, lower front, and lower rear at the pas-
senger footpeg bracket.

3. Bolts directly to 1979 to 1984 FLH motor-
cycles. It was available in 1979 only as a
combination, sold separately thereafter. All
1979 FLH frames will accept either the LE or
the CLE model, depending on mounts.

4. Additional bracketry must be welded on to
mount this model sidecar to pre-1979 FLHs.
(For reasons of product-liability, this is not
officially re-commended by the company.)

5. The cast wheel can be installed on the LE
spoked-wheel units, but this will require an
axle change since the LE used different wheel
bearings, and possibly other minor modifica-
tions, depending on how old the LE is.

TLE Model
1. The factory will paint to match any FLT or

FLHT; cast wheel.

2. Three-point "spherical rod end" type mount-
ing, at top front, lower front, and lower rear at
the passenger foot-peg bracket.

3. Can be installed on 1983 and 1984 FLT and
FLHT models. If the motorcycle wasn't bought
with a sidecar, a small block must be welded
to the frame. It is included in the sidecar
installation kit, with full instructions.

4. This sidecar was not designed to fit FLH
motorcyles, and its use with them is not
recommended. Use with 1980-1982 FLT
models is also not recommended, due to frame
changes.

H-D wants to sell you a Sidecar
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When fitting the LE sidecar to the early
FLH models, the right saddlebag must be re-
moved. Because of spacing differences, the right
saddlebag does not have to be removed with the
CLE sidecar fitted to later FLH models.

The CLE/TLE Owners Manual suggests that
when the CLE model sidecar is fitted to the FLH,
the adjustable fork be used, the steering damper
tightened, and a 22-tooth engine sprocket in-
stalled (but see below).

When fitting a TLE sidecar to an FLT or
FLHT, an hydraulic (VW style) steering damper
should be used, included in the installation kit.
There are lots of other excellent tips in the
manual.

While the 22-tooth engine
sprocket is "required" for the 74-ci
motor, and "recommended" for the
80, Ron has found from personal
experience that it is not desirable
with the 80. The larger engine has
more than enough torque. This is
especially true of the FLTs and
FLHTs with five speeds. Also the
new Evolution engine on the '84
FLTC and FLHTC works just great
with a sidecar.

The sidecar front end with
adjustable trail is not readily
adaptable to the FLTC and
FLHTC. But the steering geometry
on these models is about midway
between that of an FLH with an
adjustable front end, and that of an
FLH with a standard front end. You
probably wouldn't notice the
difference on the highway, though
the old adjustable front end was
easier to steer through the corners.

The company was asked to
review the material given above.
They agreed with what was
written but suggested the
following:

The dealer must be the pivotal link between
the customer and the factory, which does not deal
directly with the public. The dealer must supply
parts and service, and the complete sidecar rig, or
sidecar only. If a customer needs to write to the
factory, it would be well to send a copy to the
dealer.  If parts are needed, the company will
work through the dealer of your choice.

Harley-Davidson does not recommend
pulling a trailer with their sidecar rig. (Warranty
exclusions are often found with other makes.)

Our thanks to Ron Plender and Dick Reiter
of the Harley-Davidson Motor Company for their
help with this article.

H-D wants to sell you a Sidecar
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Tires
Hal Kendall & Dorde Woodruff

Many are searching for the best tires for use
on a sidecar outfit. Unfortunately, there is no
simple answer. It depends on what you're looking
for. The type of tire you select depends on the
kind of riding you expect to do.

PRINCIPLES OF CHOOSING TIRES FOR
A MOTORCYCLE-SIDECAR OUTFIT

Motorcycle tires are designed for a single
track. The tread continues onto the stiff side-
wall, to provide tread on the road surface on high
speed corners, regardless of lean.

In contrast, two-track vehicles keep both
tracks in contact with the ground at all times (not
always true on right-handers, but we do not
recommend driving with the chair in the air).

Some of the best characteristics for tires on
sidecar outfits are found in the automobile
industry. The tread profile for a rig, like that of a
car tire, should be flat. Some tread rollover on
the side-wall will allow for a little tire roll on
sharp turns. Radial tires are ideal. And of course,
car tires normally being larger volume items are
for that reason cheaper.

There are several categories of tires that are
useful for sidecars:

GENERAL-PURPOSE SOLO OR SIDECAR
This category probably fits many sidecar-

ists. They have mounts that disconnect readily
enough that they can commute to work in solo
form, then add the sidecar for the weekend or for
a vacation, to tour around or take in a rally with
the wife, designated friend, kids, or family dog.

Stay with motorcycle tires, but not the high
profile ones. For the front use a slightly rounded
profile with ribbed tread. For the rear a tire with
a maximum footprint will be best.

Traditionally, a hard-compound rubber
wears the longest. Other things being equal, hard
compounds offer less traction. But tire engineers

are getting very clever about designing sophisti-
cated compounds and other characteristics for
both adhesion and wear. Remember that the wear
on long-lasting tires, even, will be accelerated
with an abrasive style of riding.

The Avon Roadrunner tire is popular with
many for its very good wear. It comes in low-
profile sizes, for both tube and tubeless use, and
is H-rated (to 130mph). The Roadrunner F2
(front) and R2 (rear) are new, improved versions
of the well-known original Roadrunners.

Likewise, many motorcyclists have found
the RB2 front and K112 rear Conti Twins to be
long-wearing - as well as among the better for
performance. The company claims the new Super
Twins, the V-rated (to 150mph) TK22 front and
TK44 rear are even better. Cycle World testers
were especially impressed with the front tire of
the new Super Twins. The smaller-sized Contis
are regular aspect-ratio, the wider ones low-
profile. More sizes of the Super Twins will be
available in the fall.

If you like Dunlops the tire of choice for
sidecar use would be the long-wearing, heat-
dissipating, heavy-load-carrying Touring Elite.

FOR DEDICATED SIDECAR USE OR
TIRES ON THE SIDECAR ITSELF
1. Antique Automobile Tires

These are found in 16, 17, 18, 19, and even
21-inch sizes, from antique tire companies, who
have catalogs and in some cases 800 numbers,
see addresses below. They tend to cost less than
motorcycle tires and should give somewhat
better wear. Generally these companies get old
molds and have the tires made. There are familiar
brands like Avon, Firestone, and Dunlop, as well
as specialty brands.

The antique car tire business has really
grown even in the last five years; just that long
ago this would have been a much more difficult
quest.

These tires will require tubes.

Technical Tips - Tires
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2. Motorcycle Tires Made for Sidecars.

One of these special tires is the Metzeler
Block K, made only in 4.00 by 18. Metzeler, in
Washington state, plans to stock this tire, al-
though it isn't currently listed in their U.S.
brochure. Right now Moto-Race, a distributor in
Wilbraham, Massachusetts, has them. Tell your
dealer to call them at 800/628-4040. (MotoRace
also advertises mail-order retail sales.)

The block Ks retail for about $61. Sidecar
Restorations in St. Louis is also planning on
carrying them.

Another possibility is the Avon Side-car
Triple Duty Mk II. The name comes from the fact
that it can be used on any one of a sidecar rig's
three wheels. It comes only in the 3.50x19 size,
and is available to your dealer through Hap Jones
in California. The order number is 800/538-6833
outside of California, and 800/662-9822 within.
This tire is L-rated (for speeds up to 75mph).
(MotoRace advertises this one, too, about $52.)

Continental used to make a block-tread tire
for sidecars, but as far as our U.S. Continental
contact knows, it isn't even being made any
more.

One popular tire for the sidecar wheel itself
was the old Dunlop 4.40x10. Doug Bingham has
4.50x10 and 5.20x10 replacements. He also has
4.80 by 12s, which are sometimes hard to find.
They are in the Sears, Roebuck catalog, also,
under boat trailer tires.

3. Radial and Other Small Car Tires.
If you will go to the expense of new wheels,

consider small radials designed for small foreign
cars. Unbelievable mileages, by motorcycle
standards, are attained.

The 135SR15 Michelin XZX (U.S. tread for
foreign car, replaces the ZX) tires are findable.
They are recommended for a 4-inch rim, though
3.50 to 4.50 can be used. Euro-Tire in Fairfield,
New Jersey, has them, call 800/631-1143. Side-
car Restorations also carries them.

Sidecar Restoration's EMLs come with the
125 by 15s which will fit on narrower rims than
the 135s. They report they are Uniroyals, to fit on
the EML rims which are Citroen 2CV rims.
Uniroyal does not make this size domestically.
They were made by a European company that
Uniroyal is no longer associated with. Sidecar
Restorations stocks this size sometimes, when
they can get them. Since the 135s also fit their
rims, and they last so long there is not much call
for them, they don't always have the 125s.
Michelin makes the 125-15s in France, we hear,
but Michelin in the U.S. doesn't know anything
about them.

Coker Tire Company has an assortment of
various radial and bias-ply 135 by 15 tires, some
selling for as little as $25.

Radial and bias-ply tires should not be
mixed. But this does not seem to matter if you
put a radial on the sidecar while retaining regular
tires on the bike. Or if you put a radial tire on the
back wheel of the motorcycle of a rig.

Our correspondent Bob Keays in England
has a Michelin ZX on the rear of his elegant
"Moon Shadow" R80 ST/Squire rig, on a rim
from Unit Sidecars, and a standard rear tire on
the front on the stock rear wheel moved to that
position.

Doug Easton of Evanston, Wyoming, built
15-inch wheels for his Guzzi SP1000 from
Centerline wheels supplied by Rosman, to accept
a 135-15 radial in front and a 145-15 in back. He
made his own hubs, but Kosman can do that, too.
Doug's rear tire longevity went from 3,000 miles
to about 25,000. Kosman can also dimple and
drill a wheel for spokes to fit your pattern, if you
can find a blank.

We'd like to hear from members how you
converted wheels to use either car tires or Harley
tires.
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4. Trials or Universal Tread Motorcycle Tires.
If you plan to drive in snow, the grooved

treads on street tires will pack up, and are not
satisfactory. A very good tire for winter condi-
tions is the trials or universal type with an open,
blocky tread.

Some sidecarists use trials tires on the rear
regardless of weather conditions, because they
are flat-bottomed, the tread is thick, and they're
usually reasonable in price.

We don't have much comparative data on
different brands of trials tires. Perhaps you
readers can help us out with your experiences.
The made-in-Japan IRC is a popular brand of
trials tire with sidecarists. One of us (Dorde) has
a Korean-made Swallow trials tire on the rear of
the R80 G/S right now. With its high knobs, it
was recommended by a local distributor for
traction in the dirt, but its hard compound makes
it a little skiddy during hard braking on pave-
ment. One of our informants says that Korean
and Taiwanese tires have that reputation.

According to Doug Bingham, the pattern of
universal-tread tires is like those they used to use
for sidecar roadracing, which allowed a control-
lable drift in turns. Carlisle has a good range of
sizes in Universal tires. They are most often used
for dirt track racing, and the many edges of the
tread provide good traction off-pavement. They
are reasonably priced, for instance the 4.00x18
retails for around $40. They are good for the
smaller bikes as they are 2-ply and therefore
lighter in weight.

The Sears, Roebuck catalog also has a few
sizes of Universal tires.

OTHER POSSIBILITIES
The Goodyear Harley tires were good old-

fashioned flat-treaded ones. Since Goodyear is
no longer in the motorcycle tire business,
Carlisle has acquired their molds, and is market-
ing the Harley tires under their Arrow designa-
tion. Carlisle suggests that the Arrow ST/G is the

flat-test, available only in size MT90-16 (5.10/
90-16) for about $69. Similar to the old Speed
Grip, apparently, it was designed for heavy loads.
The Arrow ST/S looks like the old Eagle A/T,
and the ST/L like the SG.

If your motorcycle has spoked wheels, a 16-
inch rim for the H-D tire can be laced onto your
hub, if width and spoke-pattern considerations
permit.

The Arrow ST, a Carlisle high-mileage
touring-type tire which is not one of the
Goodyear patterns, was original equipment on
the Vetter Terraplane.

Marshall Distributing of Cass City, Michi-
gan, is advertising the original Goodyear tires. In
state, your dealer can call 800/292-0176, out-of-
state 800/248-0136.

Coker Tire Company has at least one size of
Harley tire.

Though not designed specifically for side-
cars, the Avon SM MkII (rear) is a heavy tire
designated for high-mileage, and also for good
traction in wet conditions; Avon engineers pride
themselves on designing for longevity without
sacrificing good traction. The SM MkII comes in
various sizes from 3.00x16 to 4.00x18, and the
matching Speedmaster MkII front in sizes from
2.25x17 to 3.50x19. The SM MkII is S-rated (for
speeds up to 112mph), and various sizes of the
Speedmaster MkII are S or H-rated. According to
our informant at Hap Jones, the SM Mk II rear
can also readily be used with the Roadrunner
front tire.

DIMENSIONS
Several important dimensions must be

considered when choosing tires.

One is the width of the footprint in contact
with the road. Tires of the same nominal size will
vary a bit. A letzeler brochure points out that due
to an allowable tolerance in size standards, one
manufacturer's tire will be larger or smaller than
other manufacturers' tires using the same desig-

Technical Tips - Tires



Vol 8 Number 4                                  Page 23                                                     May 1984

nation. An indicated 120-mm may be as small as
113-mm, or as large as 128-mm. A 130-mm may
be as small as 123-mm or as large as 138-mm.

Another dimension is the overall or rolling
diameter. Gearing can be effectively changed by
fitting a tire with a considerably larger or smaller
overall diameter. Trail can be reduced slightly by
fitting a tire with a smaller overall diameter. The
smaller the trail, the less force required to steer.

A further consideration is the overall width
of the tire, for clearance purposes. The tire must
not rub on the fender brace, the swing arm, or the
shaft drive enclosure. The tire designation speci-
fies the tire width, more or less, but there are
variations even in the same marque. The beefy
Dunlop K291 Touring Elite, for instance, is
somewhat wider in all comparable sizes than the
K627 (OE on the new 1200cc Gold Wing).

Another thing to consider when replacing
tires is whether your stock motorcycle rims are
on the smallish size for the stock tire size. One of
us (Dorde) hasn't looked at the rim vs. tire size of
the newer bikes, but found those of a few years
back tended to be skimpy.

TIRE CARE FOR STAYING SAFE
Because your outfit is exceptionally stable,

you may not be aware of a slow loss of tire
pressure. Underinflation leads to accelerated tire
wear as well as mushy handling. If you check
your tires regularly you'll establish the correct
minimum interval for replenishing the air.

Dunlop technical personnel attending rallies
last year found that many touring riders were not
maintaining sufficient tire pressure and that
many were also overloaded. The ensuing exces-
sive flexing causes heat buildup, fatigue crack-
ing, and eventual carcass breakup, perhaps even
catastrophic tire failure. If a tire is found to have
stress cracks in the tread grooves, as a result of
overloading or underinflation or both, it should
be discarded immediately.

Dunlop recommends higher pressures for
their tires than you may find in your owners'

Technical Tips - Tires
manual. Light loads, single rider with up to 200
lbs luggage, 32 psi front and 36 psi rear. For dual
riding, or a single rider with luggage over 200
lbs, 34 psi front and 40 psi rear. Perhaps other
manufacturers' recommendations would be
similar.

Metzeler said to use 30 psi front and 32 psi
rear on the R80 G/S, though the owners' manual
says 26 front and 27 rear for solo use.

The carrying capacity of the tire is what it
can stand, and owners of outfits must think, of
course, of the loading caused by the chair as well
as driver, passenger(s), and gear.

Weight distribution is very important. The
motorcycle's rear tire is loaded the most heavily,
and could he the limiting factor in determining
how much you can carry.

Always be sure to carry tire sealant of one
sort or another and a pump on trips, tubes for
those long stretches between dealerships. Also
long tire irons, and patches or tubeless repair
kits, for those who are up to roadside repairs.
You might want to look into those crescent
replacement tubes that can be fitted without
removing the wheel. (Also see article on OKO
sealant, below - ed.) And be sure to inspect the
tires for cuts and cracks frequently.

If you're still with us, we'd like to hear what
has worked well for you, either for dedicated
sidecar use, or for solo/sidecar use.

RIM DESIGNATIONS AND WIDTHS WM
   Number Inch Size

WM-0 1.40

WM-1 1.60

WM-2 1.85

WM-3 2.15

WM-4 2.50

WM-5 3.00

WM-6 3.50
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Tire Size Rim Tire Size Rim

Inch Width Alpha-Num Width
2.25-17 1.20 ME90-17 1.20
2.50-16 1.60 MF90-16 1.60
2.50-17 1.60 MF90-17 1.60
2.50-18 1.60 MF90-18 1.60
2.75-17 1.60 MG90-17 1.60
2.75-18 1.60 MG90-18 1.60
2.75-19 1.60
2.75-21 1.60
3.00-16 1.85 MH90-16 1.85
3.00-17 1.85 MH90-17 1.85
403.00-18 1.85 MH90-18 1.85
3.00-19 1.85 MH90-19 1.85
3.00-20 1.85
3.00-21 1.85 MH90-21 1.85
3.25-16 2.15 MJ90-16 2.15
3.25-17 2.15 MJ90-17 2.15
3.25-18 2.15 MJ90-18 2.15
3.25-19 2.15 MJ90-19 2.15
3.50-14 2.15
3.50-16 2.15 ML90-16 2.15
3.50-17 2.15 ML90-17 2.15
3.50-18 2.15 ML90-18 2.15
3.50-19 2.15 ML90-19 2.15
3.50-21 2.15 MM90-19 2.15
4.00-18 2.15 MN90-18 2.15
4.00-19 2.15 MN90-19 2.15
4.25-18 2.50 MP90-18 2.50
4.50-17 2.75
4.50-18 2.75 MR90-18 2.75
5.00- 16 3.00 MT90-16 3.00
(5.10)
MT90-17 3.00
MT90-18 3.00
MU90-15 3.50 (5.60)
MU90-16 3.50

RECOMMENDED TIRE/RIM SIZE
Tapered Bead tires may need larger rims than designated.

Different manufacturers' size specifications and

rim recommendations will vary.

Tire Size Appr Rim
Metric Equiv Width
90/90-18 3.25 2.15
90/90-19 3.25 2.15
100/90-16 4.00 2.15
100/90-18 4.00 2.15
100/90-19 4.00 2.15
110/80-18 4.25 2.50
110/90-18 4.25 2.50
110/9R-19 4.25 2.50
120/80-16 4.75 2.75
120/80-17 4.75 2.75
120/90-16 4.75 2.75
120/90-17 4.75 2.75
120/90-18 4.75 2.75
130/80-16 5.10 3.00
130/80-18 5.10 3.00
130/90-16 5.10 3.00
130/90-17 5.10 3.00
130/90-18 5.10 3.00
130/100-16 5.10 3.00
140/90-15 5.60 3.50
140/80-17 5.60 3.50
140/80-18 5.60 3.50
140/90-16 5.60 3.50
150/90-15 6.00 3.50
150/70-18 6.00 3.50

ANTIQUE AND ODD-SIZED TIRE COs.
Coker Tire Company, 1317 Chestnut St.. P.O.

Box 72554. Chattanooga, TN 37407 800/251-
6336

Kelsey Tire Company, Box 564, Camdentown,
MO 65020 314/346-2506

Lucas Automotive Tires. 2850 Temple Ave Long
Beach, CA 90806 213/595-6721

also: 2142 W. Main St Springfield, OH 45504
513/324-1773

Fournets Citroen, 7603 BNA Blvd, Glen Burnie,
MD 21061, 301/768-9016

This is a source for the very hard-to-get
Michelin 125-15 radials. Normally stocked, if
waiting for a shipment may take 6 weeks.
$44.50 plus shipping ($5 UPS to West Coast,
or write). 135-15s also. A Citroen parts house.
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Technical Tips - Tires

Note: no second number indicates a "square" tire, height same as width.

Each tire compound has about nine primary constituents. Every one of the tire components
shown serves a different function, therefore requires a differently blended compound.
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Technical Tips - Tires

As a rule of thumb, rim width should be at
least 55% of the tire's nominal section width.

Tires that are excessively wide for the rim
may cause poor handling, excessive tire wear,

or sidewall buckling while cornering.
Metzker Block K

Goodyear
Goodyear
Goodyear
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News from Germany
NEWS FROM
NIBELUNGENWEG
by Martin Franitza with information on the
different world of European sidecaring.

First, some updates on manufacturers and
distributors on the Continent. Scholars, make
these changes in your Sidecar Manual.

1) France: Motoside Robache is not a manufac-
turer of sidecars, only a distributor of the
English Saluki marque.

2) Germany. Add the following:

Carrel TR 500 Nachbau Boot 3 and 5

Walther TR 500 Nachbau

Goldstein LS 200 Replica

3) China. Add Donghai.

4) Netherlands. Add EZS, Moturist sidecars.

5) Germany - Zweirad Schira is a distributor of
Watsonians in Germany, rather than a Dutch
manufacturer.

Martin recounts the list of models of motor-
cycles which can be used for rigs in Germany
(other than combinations):

Moto Guzzi: all big V-twins

f Sanglas

Yamaha XS650: with frame modification, only

The following can be used with linkage fork and
wheel kits:

Honda Gold Wing

Kawasaki Z1300

Kawasaki Z1000

Yamaha XS1100

Suzuki 850/1000

Ducati

Martin reminds us this strictness is because
there is no speed limit in Germany on the
Autobahn. And the Gespanne have a speed limit
of 140 to 160 km/h. So they have only heavy-
weight sidecars.

Martin sends photos from the famous
Elefanten-Treffen, including one where an owner
certainly wasted no time putting a sidecar onto
one of the new four-cylinder BMWs!

It's not possible for Martin to exchange
newsletters with us, on account of there isn't a
sidecar club in Germany with a publication. A
good reason. He will serve as our German corre-
spondent. If anyone has a problem getting parts
for a Steib, he volunteers to help. He has Steib
parts catalogs, manuals for BMW R75 WWII
military outfits, and many other sidecar catalogs
and manuals.

In case anyone wants to write to Martin
direct, his address is:

Martin Franitza, 835 Plattling,
Nibelungenweg 32, West Germany
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News from Germany

The Salzburgring in Austria

The new BMW K100 with sidecar
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News from Germany

DBS sidecar on a Moto-Guzzi

Selfurade outfit from France with Honda
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Bits ‘n Pieces
WITH WRENCH IN HAND

We’re beginning a new series on restoring and
custom building, as soon as space is available. The
idea, the title, and the first article in the series come
from Zachary Zniewski of Minneapolis. This series
will be a place where you can exchange information
and sources.

Send contributions on restoring and custom
building - articles, questions, comments, or advice to
With Wrench in Hand, USCA, P.O. Box 8119, Van
Nuys, CA 91409-8119. That way we can use whatever
is appropriate for THE SIDECARIST, and forward to
individuals.

Zachary says he belongs to a little group of
British and Continental motorcycle riders and "our
hours of BS would fill many pages". Our thanks to him
for insight into a fascinating aspect of our sport.

MICHIGAN INSURANCE
Riders to the Annual Rally at Interlochen ought to

be aware that Michigan has its own perculiar insurance
regulations dealing with motorcycles. Details are too
complicated to be reviewed here. There was a rundown
in the Hot Line column of the February issue of Rider.

NOW WE CAN TELL YOU
The June feature on the EML in Road Rider will

include a cover. Sidecar covers on general-purpose
motorcycle magazines are not that common, as you
well know! American Motorcyclist has been sporting
them on their annual sidecar issues. And the February
issue of the Motorcycle Safety Foundation's Safe
Cycling had one with sidecar lady Lynn Nathan. A neat
article on Lynn in an upcoming issue.

COMPLAINT FORM
Write your complaint here: [___]

Thank you.

SPEAKING OF RR
The May issue contains a questionnaire about

motorycling habits, for the occasion in September of
RR's 15th Anniversary. The questionnaire includes
items about sidecaring, and USCA members are
officially encouraged to partipate in this survey.

The anniversary issue will be a big deal for Road
Rider. It will include articles on the development of the
touring motorcycle over the last 15 years, on technical
progress, and a 15-year collection of choice roads.

Under new publisher Norman Ridker, RR finally
went newsstand. Formerly it was mainly available on
subscription and at dealers.

RR prides itself on being written by genuine
touring riders with a few million miles experience.

RIDER ANNIVERSARY ISSUE
With the July issue, Rider is also celebrating an

anniversary this year, in their case the tenth. It will take
a look at the many changes in motorcycling over the
last decade. Articles will include the return of all the
contributors from the first issue, the ten best bikes of
the decade, predictions of future shock in touring, and a
trek up the first tour-route ever covered in the maga-
zine, the beautiful, rugged Coast Highway.

“USA” vs "USCA"
A few members wanted to know why we

changed to our new abbreviation, USCA. When the
Association was created in 1976, it was the bicenten-
nial year. Hence our name United Sidecar Association,
USA, our official colors, red, white, and blue, and our
slogan "All the way with the USA".

But as the years progressed, the Association
expanded into Canada, England, Australia, and a few
other countries as well. It was time to leave behind the
connotation of being strictly an American organization.
Hence the new acroynym USCA. The name remains
the same, as do the colors.
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SIDECAR CLINIC AT
O'HARE EXPO CYCLE
SHOW

Joe Rybacek gave two presenta-
tions on sidecars in connection with
this show. Rybacek is an artist, an
instructor in art at a college in
Woodstock, Illinois, and USCA
member #81. He showed slides,
mainly from the Mercer rally.

Using these photos of different
sidecar outfits gave him the oppor-
tunity to work in the technical as-
pects of tires, handling, effect of
trail, stresses, and so forth. Various
sidecars were discussed, including
Velorex, Bingham, Millray,
Motorvation, Goulding, Harley-
Davidson, Ural, and others.

John Gaard, member of the
Technical Committee of the North-
ern Illinois Region of USCA, was
co-organizer of the event. Nancy
Gaard arranged for the presentation
room at the Hyatt Regency, at no
charge. A variety of liquid refresh-
ments were available. Truly a class
act.

Terry Strassenburg signed up
four new members for the national,
and three for the local region at this
event.

Sidecar Clinics
FREE SIDECAR CLASS AT
NORTHERN ILLINOIS
UNIVERSITY
- By Ed Johnson

Joe Rybacek also teaches this
class, 4-0 which covers a great deal
of information on sidecar selection,
attachment, and driving. Including
classroom and riding portions, it's
primarily for new sidecar pilots..
But experienced sidecarists are
invited to attend, to give the neo-
phytes exposure to different rigs.

Northern Illinois University is
very active in presenting riding
courses. Illinois was the first state
to give free rider classes. The
classes were originated with money
from NHTSA.

Finally motorcyclists
sucessfully lobbied for state legisla-
tion to earmark $4 from each mo-
tor-cycle license plate for rider
education. The sidecar course, how-
ever, is not funded from this act.

The sidecar course was started
five years ago by USCA members
Hal Kendall, Tim Colburn and
Willie Kenny, and staff members of
Northern Illinois University, in-
cluding Margie Jennings and Dale
McCormack (who is also a USCA
member).  Hal Kendall wrote and
prepared the training manuals used
for the program.



Vol 8 Number 4                                  Page 32                                                     May 1984

Products - Las Vevas Show
DEALERNEWS SHOW
OKO Master Tire Sealant

The most effective salesmen at the Las Vegas
Dealernews show were the two OKO folks who
alternately bounced a mounted motorcycle tire onto a
spike embedded point up in a board until the tire was
pierced, and stabbed an inflated tube with a nail (of
more modest size). Both the tire and the naked tube
held air. They also had some of their material in a bottle
to swirl around and show how it was thinner than
Brand X in another bottle, therefore is not supposed to
disturb the balance of the tire as some other balancer/
sealers or sealers do at low speeds. Then they demon-
strated how the vegetable fiber stuff is not gluey or
slimey like other kinds. You can put some in your
hand, rub it until it's dry, and it leaves no residue.

Actually, it's only claimed (and guaranteed) to be
effective in sealing holes caused by a five-inch nail or
less (d= 3/16 inch). Seems fairly adequate. Ninety-three
percent of punctures are said to be caused by objects it
can seal against. It's said to be a permanent fix in
tubeless tires, and as good as a patch in a tube tire. It
can be removed with cold water, for vulcanized repairs.

Manufactured in Ireland (so that's why it's green),
it's used internationally, and is "represented and distrib-
uted by Renault, Honda, and Motobecane". The
exclusive U.S. distributor is CTM Master, 'Inc., 4690
San Fernando Rd, Glendale, CA 91204. Your dealer
can call them at 213/243-9107 or 213/245-0045. I can't
personally give any testimonial yet, but at the show I
got enough for all three tires of my rig.

Leather Jumpsuits
La Gorio Sales Co of Canoga Park, Califor-

nia is importing the most gorgeous leather jump
suits from the United Kingdom, Avante by G-
Nac. In Blue, Red, and gray, not specifically cut
for women but in Extra Small to Extra Large
sizes. These are not cheap at $319.95, but Rider
which has always been photo-conscious and is
becoming more so, got some for photography. If
you are seriously tempted, your dealer can call
La Gorio at 818/348-9880.

King-size Sleeper Top For
Starlight Camper Trailer

Don McCleary of Neosho Fiberglass reports
that his sleeper top for the Star-light Camper
trailer has been so popular that he’s making an 8-
inch longer, 4-inch taller version for Big People.
This King Size model sells for $1395 in the
standard version, and $1495 for the Duro-Flex
independent suspension axle. McCleary may be
at the Annual Rally to demonstrate

.

Unlined Gauntlet Gloves
Midwest Leathers, Inc., were exhibiting

three models of unlined gauntlet gloves. In my
opinion, unlined gauntlet gloves are the only way
to go in the glove department (with the exception
of the very hottest weather which calls for some
kind of mesh-back or other ventilated glove)..

The gauntlets keep the wind out of your
sleeves, and if you buy them just a little large (or
they stretch) you can use there either with or
without wool liners (which are pretty easy to
come by these days), depending on the tempera-
ture. The foam-lined gauntlets which are so
common have the two defects of being too hot
for some temperatures and also the foam
smashes with all-too-little-use. They're not warm
enough for cold days, but are still too hot for the
warmer ones. The worst of both worlds.
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Products - Las Vevas Show
The only problem with unlined gauntlets is

that they're so hard to find. I haven't done any
specific gauntlet-shopping lately, but I investi-
gated thoroughly about five years ago, and they
were so impossible to find that I made some
(added gauntlets to existing gloves), and wore
those until they fragmented. You'd think they'd
be in tack shops (for horseback riding gear), at
least, but they're not - that's fashion for you.

Here's the information on the three sources
of unlined gauntlets I have found. Thurlow and
Sullivan sell mailorder. Midwest is through
dealers only, but your dealer can order just one
pair for you. MIDWEST LEATHERS, INC., P.O.
Box 132, Brookfield, WI 53005, 414/786-9588.
Three models, mens, womens, and police style
which has a bigger gauntlet. Mens and womens
in black or tan, police in black. Womens in S and
M, mens and police in S, M, L. About $30.

THURLOW LEATHERWORLD, 4807
Mercury St, San Diego, CA 92111, 919/279-
9004. Two models, regular is $51, new all-one-
piece is $39. Mens and womens cuts and sizes.
Six colors, black, brown, cedar, saddle tan, gold,
cream. Add $3 for shipping. Many other leather
goods, catalog $2.

SULLIVAN GLOVE CO., 100S. E. Miller,
Bend, OR 97701, 503/382-3092. One model in
S, M, or L. $23.80 plus about $2 shipping, check
catalog which is free for exact amount. Black
only. They are primarily makers of work gloves,
of all different kinds of leathers.

KALGARD DRI KOT'E
ASSEMBLY LUBE

Haven't you often cleaned and polished your
bike or rig, and right after you've laboriously
removed all the greasy stuff with engine cleaner,
you have to put some right back on, on pivot
points and the like. Then this new oily stuff you
have to add accumulates all the dirt it can find.

!TADA! Modern science to the rescue. The
only catch is, to use the Assembly Lube you have
to disassemble first, right. Then the part is
cleaned with solvent, buffed with emery cloth,
and sprayed. The stuff dries quickly, and is so
long-lasting that you have to be careful not to put
it where you don't want lubrication. The main
magic is performed by good of molydenum
disulfide. Some parts which can be benefited are
axles, bolts, brake pivots, lever assemblies,
throttle controls. It can also be used as a pre-lube
on piston skirts, came, and valve stems.

Available at Kal-Gard dealers, 12-ounce
spray can lasts a long time.
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THE PURPOSE OF THIS RAFFLE IS TO RAISE FUNDS FOR THE UNITED SIDECAR
ASSOCIATION. THE WINNER WILL RECEIVE THE SIDECAR OF HIS OR HER CHOICE
FROM THE PARTICIPATING SIDECAR MANUFACTURER OR DISTRIBUTOR.

Wouldn't you love to have a sidecar to hang on that spare bike? Remember, it only takes one
ticket to win - though your chances are better if you buy a bunch. Help the organization expand its
services to members, and at the same time take a chance on getting the sidecar of your choice the
easy way.

At least one model of sidecar will be offered by each participating manufacturer/distributor.
With two more added this year, the list includes:

CALIFORNIA NEVAL

EQUALEAN RIDE-BY-SIDE

HITCHHIKER ROYAL COACH

MOTORVATION SIDE STRIDER THOMPSON

Specific models available will be identified and displayed in the next issue.

RULES

1) This raffle is open to United Sidecar Association members, their families, and friends.

2)  The winner need not be present at the drawing. The drawing will be held at the 1984 United
Sidecar Association Annual Rally, on June 30, 1984, at Interlochen, Michigan.

3)  All mail-in entries must be received by June 10, 1984. Tickets will be available at the annual rally,
and may be turned in there. Extra tickets are also available by mail. Please enclose a self-ad-
dressed, stamped envelop with a request for additional tickets.

4)  Any discrepancies will be handled by the Executive Committee of the United Sidecar Association,
and their decision will be final.

5)  Your check stub is your receipt. Or, if you request a receipt, please enclose a self-addressed,
stamped envelop.

6) The winning sidecar will be shipped pre-paid within 30 days after the drawing. If there is any
change from this arrangement, the winner will be notified.

7) We would like to profile the lucky winner in the SIDECARIST, if this is agreeable.

8)  Send mail-in entries and all other Raffle correspondence to: USCA-RAFFLE, P.O. Box 8119, Van
Nuys, CA 91409-8119.

Sidecar Raffle
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Sidecar Raffle
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Coming Events
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
AND NEVADA CHAPTER
Memorial Day Campout at Sugar Pine Point State Park

at Lake Tahoe, known to many as the site of last
year's Association Rally, May 26-28. AMA Road
Races at Laguna Seca near Monterey, July 21-22.
The Chapter's own rally, the ever-popular Sierra
Sidecar Spectacular III, at the Fairgrounds at Mari-
posa, Aug 17-19 (see poster in this issue). Annual
group ride to the Griffith Park Sidecar Rally, Oct 27-
28. For added information on any of these write to
USCA-NorCal Chapter, 1310 Gold Rush Way,
Penryn, CA 95663, or call 916/663-2201.

38th ANNUAL GREENHORN ROAD TOUR,
Pasadena Motorcycle Club, June 2-3, see poster.

DON'T FORGET THE FOLLOWING
(see previous issues)

5th Annual New England Sidecar Rally, July 19-22

4th Annual Canadian Sidecar Owners Club Rally, Aug
3-6.

Ruidoso Motorcycle Festival, Sept 26-29

2nd ANNUAL ILLINOIS REGIONS 1984 POW
WOW, June 9-10, Rt 173 East of Alpine Rd, Rock
Cut State Park near Rockford. Field events for
sidecar and solo, trophies, children's games, 50/50
drawing, self-guided tours, campfire. Includes
Northern Illinois Retreads, Illinois Gold Wing
Riders. Cost of Pow Wow $6 per night for campsite.

GOING TO STURGIS? Remember Clarence Kessler
is having a BOMC campout, ladies stay at the
house. Box 764, Hot Springs, SD 57747, 90 miles
from Sturgis.

USCA NORTHWEST
CHAPTER
May 19-21, CSOC-WC, Winthrop to Leavenworth

Campout. Jerry Kotanka, 604/534-6473 or Berry
Bates, 604/826-1651.

May 25-28, Memorial Day Invitational, KOA, Yakima,
Washington. Bill Powell, 206/871-0849.

June 15-17, First USCA-NW Annual Rally, Camano
Island State Park, 212 off 15. Ken Long, 206/856-
4499.

July. Gone fishing.

Aug 3-6, 2nd CSOC-WC Bigfoot Rendezvous,
Kamloops. Jerry or Berry. Aug 17-19, CMA State
Rally. Ray Sydenham, 384-3273.

Aug 31-Sept 3, 2nd CSOC-WC Riondel, BC,
Campout, 450 miles from Seattle. Dick Rothe, Ken
Long, or Jerry.

Sept 21-23, 2nd "Ears across the Border" Rally, Corn
and Hot Dog Feed. Ken Long or Jerry.

Oct, Nov, Open.

Dec 2, Vancouver, BC, Toy Run. Ken Long

NEVAL's Denise Kalmes has persuaded the ABC-TV
station in Chicago to do an episode on sidecars for
the "Eye on Chicago"show. They're going to be
shooting at a rally May 6th at Mendota Lake Park,
Denise says. Call her at 312/234-7661, or, she says
she will be in touch with the local chapter.
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Industrial News
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Volunteer Corner
HELP NEEDED FOR
CHAPTER BUSINESS

Association Chapter Director Jim Krautz
needs a volunteer to type chapter stuff for him.
This person need not be in the LA area, but
should have a typewriter with a Prestige Elite
typeface or ball. (The Association will buy you a
ball if you have an IBM or IBM-compatible type-
writer, but not this particular element.) Or a
computer-printer with a Prestige printwheel.

Jim also needs a volunteer in the San
Fernando Valley area to help him put member-
ship data on his computer.

EMERGENCY AND
FRIENDSHIP CONTACTS

The USCA is asking for volunteers from the
members for the EMERGENCY AND FRIEND-
SHIP CONTACT SYSTEM. These listings are
for 1) emergency help for 2) sidecaring socializa-
tion, or 3) both, depending on your preference.
The Emergency Only category is intended to pro-
vide aid during a breakdown, accident, theft, etc.
The Friendship Only category is intended to be
an open invitation for sidecarists passing through
to stop and say Hi.. Or both may be offered.

Yes! I would like to volunteer for emergency contact, sidecaring socialization, or both:

State________Town________ First________ Name_____________Phone____-_____-______

Membership No.______Zip_________Emergency Only_____Friendship_______Only____Both

SEND TO: Don Schwanke, Big Springs, Rt 1,P.O. Lecompton, KS 66050

CLASSIFIED ADS CLASSIFIED ADS CLASSIFIED ADS CLASSIFIED ADS
Please use this form for your ad, or make a copy of it. Using the sample ad form, the fee is
$4.00 for a private party, or $8.00 commercial. Print your ad using one space per letter, and
leaving one space between words. Indicate WANTED, FOR SALE, or TRADE by using WT,
FS, or TR.

Make check or money order payable to The United Sidecar Association. Send ad and check to: The
United Sidecar Association, Classified Ads Dept., P.O. Box 8119, Van Nuys, CA 91409-8119

EMERGENCY AND FRIENDSHIP CONTACTS
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Classifieds
WANTED - FOR SALE - EXCHANGE - These ads run for two consecutive issues for a small
fee. A handy form is included for your convenience.

FIRST TIME ADS
FOR SALE Palma Watsonian, black, excellent

condition, child-adult two-seater, Hood, cover,
hardware for Interstate. $1480 firm. James W.
Schultz, #2524, P.O. Box 147, Penryn, CA
95663 916/663-1145

WANTED H-D sidecar, metal tub. Hydraulic
brake preferred, however not necessary. Con-
tact: H. F. Patterson, #255, P.O. Box 37, Cody,
WY 82414, 307/527-7395

FOR SALE 1981 Goldwing, fairing, luggage
rack, E/W 1981 Terraplane, complete $4500,
sidecar only $1600. Contact: Calvin Cooper,
#1332, Rt 2, Box 587E2, Connelly Springs,
NC 28612, 704/324-7886

WANTED 1959 Truimph Thunderbird, Norton
model 99 or Panther model 100 for use with
Canterbury sidecar. Will pick up. Detailed
pictures needed. Contact: Wayne E. Rogalski,
P.O. Box 385, Dearborn, MI 48121

FOR SALE Hitchhiker sidecar w/ loaded GT750
Suzuki (72). Black, 2 passenger, fog lite &
many extras. Both in excellent condition.
$1950, combo. Price negotiable. For separate,
make offer., Contact: John Rayski, #864, 85
Scottsdale, Troy, MI 48084, 313/528-3040

FOR SALE 1979 H-D Classic 80, tan/ivory w/
brown pinstriping, 3500 miles. Must sell due to
IRS problems. Delivery available. $7300 or
best offer. Contact: William V. Janak, #1609,
Wheaton, Il 60187, 312/668-8394

TRADE Two acres near Deming, NM, for late
Electra Glide or Tour Glide. Jim Alexander,
#382, Box 427, Hillsboro, NM 88042

FOR SALE 1959 /2 BMW with /75 R90S engine
& Jawa Velorex SC (stiffened susp.) 15-inch
tires, front disc, aux. gas tank. $5200. Write for
full description. Contact: Leyton Jump, #2528,
387 San Roque Dr, Escondido, Ca 92025 619/
745-4999

FOR SALE 1980 California Friendship, locking
trunk, 13-inch mag wheel, dark blue Imron
paint, Good condition. Will deliver 250 miles.
Contact: Rodger Matson, #876, 6 Magnolia,
East Alton, IL, 618/254-4309

FOR SALE 1981 KZ1100 Shaft/ Deluxe
Equalean sidecar. Full bags, 2-tone blue paint,
delivery possible. SASE for details and photo.
$5250. Contact: George Miller, 8016 145NE,
Redmond, WA 98052 206/882-1593

FOR SALE '78 Yamaha XS1100 with Squire SC,
color matched SC, fairing, bags, 7000 miles.
$4500, David W. Schaffer, #622 1649 Chin-
quapin Rd, Holland, PA 18966 215/357-0386

FOR SALE Neval MT12, 2500 miles, $4000,
good condition. Contact: Steve Carroll, #2140,
10301 Garden Grove Blvd, Garden Grove, CA
92640 714/530-2711

FOR SALE Upper triple tree, S/C use by Doug
Bingham. Fits 1980 Honda 750, F & K mod-
els. $60. John E. Bundy, #1333, 10256 39th
Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98146, 206/932-6261

FOR SALE Drag Specialties double bucket seat
for GL1100 80-83, brown velvet/vinyl and
rain cover. Brand new, $225 or trade for
Markland driver's floor boards. Contact: Don
Kernohan, #246, 113 Strachan St, Richmond,
Ont, Canada KOA2Z0, 613/838-2359

FOR SALE 1981 CA SC, Companion, excellent,
tonneau cover, universal mounts, tinted wind-
shield, $600. Walt Ovenstone, #2364, 1418
4th St, Susanville, CA 96130 916/257-9387

FOR SALE 1979 Goldwing with 1983 California
Friendship, black, low mileage, extras. #3700,
Contact: Thomas F. Parent, Sr, #356 RFD 1,
Box 233, Suncook, NH 03275, 603/485-7273

PERSONAL EML EUROPEAN DELIVERY.
Your cycle or new U.S. Guzzi or BMW in-
cluding K100! European SCtours. Contact:
Shaffer-Howell, ICB, #2757' Schulstr. 12,
D6751 Bundenbach, Germany 06544-401
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Classifieds
SECOND TIME ADS
FOR SALE 1980 California Friendship Custom,

locking trunk lid, Imron paint, 13-inch radial
tire, $800. Rodger Mattson, #876, G. Magno-
lia, East Alton, IL 62024 618/254-4309

FOR SALE 1979 Gold Wing/1983 California
Friendship. Black, extras, low mileage, $3700,
Contact: Tom Parent, Sr., #356 RFD 1, Box
233, Suncook, NH 03275 603/485-7273

WANTED Used Bingham Mark III. Send photo
and price. Contact: G. W. Meese, #2577 6022
San Miguel Rd. Bonita, CA 92002

FOR SALE 1981 Squire ST2 sidecar, black, top
and tonneau. $1650. Must sell. Contact: Gary
Frederickson, 170 Boxboro Rd., Stow, MA
01775, 617/897-9632

FOR SALE Honda 750K5 and Coupe Royale
sidecar. Removable gull wing door, extra tank
with electric fuel pump. $3500, or $2500 for
sidecar. Contact: Lyle Hamman, #540, 2702 53
St., Des Moines, IA 50310 515/279-9271

FOR SALE 2 Seth Thomas sidecars, nice,
loaded, $1600 and $1300. Fit all but H-D.
California Sidecar, metallic brown muriels,
like new, $1000. '78 KZ400 full dressed, 7000
miles, $1600. Robert L. Anderson, #1025 6079
E. U.S. 10, Custer, MI 49405 616/757-3847

WANTED Handicapped rider looking for Harley
sidecar, metal or fiberglass. Or H-D Grocery
package truck side-car, to fit 1980 Harley
Davidson FLH.  Joseph Liebman, #2506, P.O.
Box 1383, Lake Isabella, CA 93240

FOR SALE Motorvation Coupe Royale, never
used.  Contact: Bob Muravez, 530 Delaware
Rd., Burbank, CA 91504 818/846-0712

FOR SALE '81 H-D FLH Classic and sidecar.
,$7800. Will separate. Day phone 512/682-
6192. Contact: Cliff Colyer, #1815, P.O. Box
3941, McAllen, TX 78501 512/687-4070

FOR SALE 1973 Harley Davidson and sidecar,
one owner, 24,000 miles. $6000. John Dixon,
CSOC #67, 11 Bond St. St. Catherines,
Ontario Canada L2R 4Z4, 416/227-1292

FOR SALE 1981 Hawk sidecar, black with
windshield, tonneau cover & suspension. Like
new, only on bike 4000 miles. $995. offer.
Contact: Garry Christensen, #1779, 4342 E.
Tonto St., Phoenix, AZ 85044, 602/893-3231

FOR SALE Black Spirit of American sidecar,
new tire, paint, and universal mounting. South
Jersey. Contact: Thomas Fritz 28 Grandview
Dr., Woodstown, NJ 08098 609/769-2077

FOR SALE '81 Motorvation Roadster Royale,
Burgundy color, AM/FM stereo cassette
player, $2250: Ormand Finch, #1573, P.O.
Box 722, Jackson, MI 49204 517/787-4752

FOR SALE BMW R75/2 conversion, immacu-
late, vintage award winner. Ridden solo.
Superb sidecar capabilities. $5700/offe Con-
tact: Dave Davenport, 1838 Drew, Mountain
View, CA 94040 415/364-1011 (days)

FOR SALE, 1980 Motorvation Coupe Royale,
gas tank, turn signal lights, good condition,
$2000. Contact: Gary Trecek, #367, 4319 W
30, Topeka, KS 66614, 913/272-5635

FOR SALE 1976 Gold Wing, full dress with
Equalean Deluxe sidecar. Beautiful red and
white matched paint, stereo, $4000. Also 1980
CX500 Custom, full fairing, and Equalean
Sidekick, black, $2600. Both have air forks,
both about 30,000 miles. Contact: Bob Baity,
12027 S. 1900 W., Riverton, UT 84065, 801 /
254-4461

PERSONAL Dennis and Nancy, Boston, MA.
Remember Mercer, PA, please return keys -
call during the daytime M-F. Contact: Dennis
Cannon, #1604, 29 Maxwell Rd., Garden City,
NY 11530 516/542-1248
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Bookshop
NEW! SIDECAR OPERATOR MANUALS
HAVE ARRIVED
Cost: $5.00 each postpaid, for single copies Price

schedule for multiple issues: 2 - 5 $4.50 each

6 - 10: 4.00; 11 - 25: 3.50; 26 - 50: 3.00;>51: 2.50
CONTENTS
1) Tires, wheels and bearings, front end, sidecar fittings

and installation, suspension, controls, lights, horn,
chain, fuel and oil

2) Using the controls safely

3) Uneven surfaces, riding over objects, grooves and
gratings, sloping surfaces

4) Night riding

5) Emergencies: avoiding obstacles; minor emergen-
cies: flying objects, animals

6) Blowouts, stuck throttle, wobble, engine seizure,
getting off the pavement

7) Carrying passengers, cargo, and ballast

8) Trailers

9) Group riding

10) Operator physical and mental condition

11) Motorcycle and sidecar outfit: necessary equip-
ment, sidecar care

12) Sidecar operator skill test: starting on hill; sharp
turn, turning and stopping; turning speed judgement;
quick stop - straight; quick turn; quick stop - curve

13) U.S. sidecar manufacturers and distributors

Please make checks payable to the United Sidecar
Association.

Send order to: Ken Andersen, Book Officer, 4338 Red
Coat Rd., Rockford, IL 61109

Sidecar Manuals and back issues of THE SIDECAR-
IST can be ordered from last month's list.

SIDECAR OPERATOR MANUAL (SOM)
By Hal Kendall

The idea for the SOM began in 1980. Tim

Colburn, Dale McCormick, and Marge Jennings
very successfully conducted the Sidecar Skill
Schools at Northeastern Illinois University, but it
was apparent a manual was needed.

We approached the AMA, the MSF. and
NHTSA. All were in agreement that such a manual
was necessary. But they didn't have the skills or the
interest to develop one.

They did send voluminous studies for for solo
riders. With solo motorcycles so outnumbering sidecar
rigs, we simply fell through the cracks. If we wanted a
manual, we would have to prepare it ourselves.
Keeping it similar in format to the MSF's Motorcycle
Operator Manual (MOM) would preserve the continu-
ity of instruction.

Most sidecarists begin as motorcyclists. The
manual, therefore, dwells on the specific differences in
operating a single track or a dual track vehicle. A
motorist with no previous riding experience may also
learn the secrets of side-caring, however.

Safety organizations were given copies of the
draft manuscript and asked to comment on it. All
responded with  their comments and suggestions.

Dedicated to the USCA membership, the manual
should be invaluable for the novice sidecar rider, or as a
text for sidecar skill clinics. It includes a sidecar skil test
patterned after the MSF MOST skill test. All funds
received from its sale go into the Sidecar Educational
Fund for the promotion of manuals on sidecaring.
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