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Notes from the President......

DOUG BINGHAM
President

First thing, 1985 starts with a
new Editor. The fellow goes by the
name of Winston Beaumont. Yeah!
I know that's quite a handle! Any-
way, Winston is an old timer. Back
in the mid-60s he and his partner,
Leonard Sipe, put out a pub, called
Rap-Up (motorcycle, of course!).
Some of you might even have some
of his famous motorcycle posters
he sold out of the old Webco Co. a
few years back (they were neat!!).
Welcome aboard, Winston.

Would also like to thank Dorde
Woodruff, our previous Editor, for
upgrading our format with The
Sidecarist, and generally shaping
things up for us. We really appreci-
ate her time and effort, and wish
her the very best!

Raffle time. If we could get
each of you to buy ten tickets (one
page), Boy! would our money prob-
lems be solved!! Remember, a side-
car of your choice is the prize.

It's with sadness to write, Frank
Zuch, one of our pioneers, builder
of the Thompson cyclecar, and
distributor of Squire from England,
has passed away. My wife, Jan, and
I went to the service. Sitting there, I
looked back over the years I've
known Frank: being competitors in
the sidecar business, seeing who
could find an easier way to do it,
new ideas, etc.; there were many
fond moments. He was a very hon-
est and sincere man. I sure liked
that guy. I'll miss our talks we had.
See ya, Frank. Take care...

Rumor has it that I purchased
Watsonian sidecars - with some of
that Olympic Gold. Yes, I am one
of the new owners, along with Cyril
Heath and Peter Machin. Needless
to say, we are all real excited about
the whole thing.
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From where I sit
This is a brand New Year. Where

have we been? Where are we going?

We began 1984 with the New Year
Polar Bear Run in Chicago - at least I
think we did. We always have. Then it
was down to Houston for our annual
sidecar booth in February. After that it
was an event here, a local rally there,
some monthly meets over there, and then
the BIG ONE - THE National Rally at
Interlochen.

Some more rallies and then another
BIGGIE - the Griffith Park gathering.
Unseasonably warm weather in the
southwest kept sidecars on the road
through Christmas, not only in California
but also in Houston. All in all, there was
much for our membership to do in 1984.
The only regret I had is that my Com-
pany wanted me to drill a (dry) hole in
Australia, so I missed my very first Na-
tional - but there is always next year.

Some more highlights - we finished
and published Sections 4 and 5 of the
Sidecar Manual, and reprinted the entire
Sidecar Manual - all 5 sections. We also
published the Sidecar Operator Manual.
All these are available to members and to
all sidecar enthusiasts from our
Bookshop. And, thanks to Harley-David-
son, we now have a translated copy of
the excellent  technical sidecar manual
from the BVDM in West Germany.

We are slightly concerned by the
membership. With all the above going
on, plus perhaps the finest and most
informative news journal of any Associa-
tion our size, why is membership drop-
ping? True, new members join us by the
hundred, but as many drop out as join.
This is disappointing. What are we not
doing? Are we placing too much empha-
sis in certain areas or issues you feel we
should stay out of? What needs are we
not satisfying?

It is time for another survey. These
surveys are our most important tool.
They give each and every member the
opportunity to tell us exactly how you
feel about us. With each survey, we find
out more of your needs, and can fine
tune the Association to fit. In the past,
your response has been terrific. Keep it
up. Send in your comments.

What are we going to do for 1985?
We open slowly with the Polar Bear Run
in Chicago on New Year's Day, then the
sidecar booth in Houston in February,
then local meets, rallies and the BIG
National Rally at Plymouth, Mass. on
June 20 through 23 (at the Myles
Standish State Forest), more meets and
rallies, then the Griffith Park Rally. More
of the same good stuff but even better
than last year. And, more and more fine
Sidecarists coming to you each and
every month. So, get out your pen and
pencil, fill out the survey and send back
to the scribe.

AND, continue to send your letters,
articles and queries to our P.O. Box in
Van Nuys.

 Hal Kendall

NEWS NOTE
California Side Car Inc

California Side Car Inc. has been pur-
chased and is now back in business. The owner
is Patrick’s Honda of Fairborne, Ohio. They will
manufacture the Friendship Sidecar line.

For more information contact:

California Side Car. 6082 Atlas Drive,
Huntington Beach, CA 92647 Phone: (714) 891-
1033
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TRIBUTE TO A
PIONEER - 1985

By H. A. Kendall

Today the sidecar community is a little sadder. One
of our own has passed onward. No more will we see
Frank Zuch at our National Rallies or at the Annual
Griffith Park get together. Frank is well known by
sidecarists, the young and the not so young alike.

Frank and I go back over the past 15 years. I met
him in the Valley, briefly, where I lived for a year. Can't
say I was over-impressed with his first Cyclecar proto-
types, but then neither was he. While I was looking for
a medium-heavy high performance rig, he had devel-
oped a very nice medium-lightweight for smaller ma-
chines. Frank and I enjoyed much lengthy correspon-
dence over the years, all concerned with the theory,

dynamics and design of sidecars and sidecaring.

Frank continued to develop and upgrade his
Cyclecar. He was a true inventor and designer. Many of
his developments were to make life easier for the side-
carist. Like the cover for his Cyclecar to keep the rain

off the passenge. Like the adjustable axle to adjust both
the sidecar wheel lead and the toe-in without needing to

change the major sidecar fittings. Frank was always
experimenting and trying to make a safer rig.

But, it was Frank's oneness with the sidecarist that
will be remembered the most. He would sit and chat

with any sidecarist or anyone who shared an interest in
sidecars, for hours. Not really the life of the party, but a

serious, dedicated and selfless person who thought
more of his family and sidecar friends than of himself.

We all miss you, Frank.

In Memorium
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From the Chapter Director
Hi to all. It is with a sad note that I start this

column. Frank Thompson Zuch of Thompson Cycle-
Car fame has passed away. Frank was a true gentleman
in this sport of ours. He helped all who asked for it. He
has been an active member of the Association almost
since the day that the USCA started. He will be missed
by all who knew him. To his family whose life is
missing a piece right now, remember the time you had
with him and let those memories brighten your days.

I want to welcome all our new Chapter Directors
who joined our growing list in 1984. Bill Elliott of
Pennyslvania, Jerry and Nancy Kotanko of British
Columbia, Spencer and Mary Bennett of Tennessee,
Gary Moore of Washington (USCA-NW), Jack Fassell
of Southern Fried California, and Sheree Nelson of
Utah are all new Chapter Directors over the last year.
Also to Bill Wyatt of Central Illinois, Al Lewis of New
York, and John Washbush of Wisconsin, I'd like to say
welcome back.

If you like what your Chapter Director is doing,
tell them. If you don't like what they are doing, tell
them. Offer to help, even if it's only words of encour-
agement or advice. Many members seem to feel you
need special skills to be or help a Chapter Director; you
do. You have to like Sidecars and Sidecarists. If you
have one or both of these "special skills," you're
qualified. At the least, let your C.D. know you're alive.

Every year my memory becomes filled with
"special" things gathered during sidecaring adventures.
The 1984 Rally gave me many such things. I'd like to
pass one on here I thought was very Numerous. At
Interlochen, in a free moment, I was wandering from
campsite to campsite taking pictures of the many
outfits there. I had just taken a photo of a maroon Gold
Wing/Watsonian Monaco. I walked a few feet away to
take a picture of another Monaco. The man sitting near
this rig began to speak:

"What do you think of putting a trailer hitch off of
the Watsonian frame between the bike and the side-
car?" he asked.

"I had a Palma (a two-seat version of the single
seat Monaco) I put 40,000 miles on that way," I replied.

"Do you have a dog?" was his next question.

"Yes," I said. My mind was spinning. Had I
missed something here? What did having a dog have to
do with towing trailers behind sidecars?

"What color is it?" was his next question.

"White," I said, now wondering if the dog had
stowed away in my suitcase and was now doing
something he shouldn't.

"That used to be a Palma," he said, pointing to the
maroon Monaco a few feet from us. "I think it used to
be yours," he added.

"I doubt it," I said, looking at the New Jersey
license plate and knowing I had lived in Vancouver,
Washington while owning the Palma.

"I bought it from Doug Bingham in California,"
was his reply.

"Maybe it is," I said, remembering that Doug had
sold mine when I bought the Aved SS. "You can tell if
it is mine because of the steel rebar welded around the
coupling on the frame closest to the bike," I added.

"Follow me," he said, walking towards his outfit.
There was the rebar and hitch I had welded on. Mr. and
Mrs. John 41 Metzler from Clinton NJ are the owners
of my old sidecar. It seems that they stripped the rig to
paint it. When it came back from the painters, the
inside was tattooed with white dog hair. I guess John
had quite a battle trying to get rid of all those little
white hairs.

To me, people are what this sport and life are all
about. I enjoy meeting people, especially people who
have similar interests. The thing about sidecar rallies to
me is a chance to meet and exchange ideas with other
sidecarists. If you haven't been to a sidecar rally, plan
on attending one this year. If there isn't one close to
you, think about putting one on. Many sidecarists take
their vacations in conjunction with one or more sidecar
rallies. The U.S.C.A. Rally in Plymouth, Massachu-
setts sounds like it will be a lot of fun. I'm looking
forward to being there and hope to see you. I hope that
our paths will cross somewhere during the 1985 riding
season.

Safen Sidecaring,
Jim Krautz
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Letters
OLD HORSEMAN KEEPS
SIDECAR AND 'VETTE
Hello Hal:

It has been a long time since I saw you person-
ally in Billings, Montana (at the Motorcycle
Doctor's Convention). We now live on our 80 acre
mountain acreage in a log house 18 miles east of
Yellowstone Park (grizzly bear country).

I have spent 35 years in my profession as a
general practitioner, as an Army Dentist and as a
Dental Professor at the University of Loma Linda at
Loma Linda, Calif. I have a life membership in the
American Dental Association, but am drop-ping out
of active service since State's Rights make it
difficult to practice where you want.

Also, I ruptured my belly while pulling a
pump out of a well and have had little energy since.
However, I am now getting back in shape. Have
sold my horses. Now rely on my Harley-Davidson
sidecar outfit and my 1971 Corvette Roadster. Why
struggle with people's mouths and horse's hoofs?
Still, I loved my patients.

I congratulate you on your work and dedica-
tion to the USCA. The bikers needed you. I appre-
ciate your efforts.

I started out with a 1929 Henderson with a
suicide clutch. Since then I have enjoyed several
bikes and five sidecar outfits.

Perhaps you may have some suggestions of
where I may be able to secure employment in Texas
or California where the weather is warm. Perhaps
as a manager in a cycle shop or a sports car dealer-
ship, or even a small college in a teaching assign-
ment? I need to keep active, though 70 years young,
I am building a garage. However, steel and concrete
work is the job for a young man.

I saw your article on 55 mph in the last
Sidecarist. I have mixed emotions on State vs
Federal rights. Last month, we had six young lives
lost on public highways in three separate accidents
in our county. Insufficient speed control was
involved. Federal insufficiency was involved in the
non-return of my buddies from Corregidor and

Bataan, and of a dear one from Viet Nam. State
Authority is the culprit in Professional Licensure.
Fed or State Authority can confiscate it.

So, realizing we endured the Civil War in this
Great Land and Country of ours over State vs
Federal Rights, and that we must have law and
order to keep anarchy from ruling us, I try for and
seek spiritual guidance from on High, and vote my
conscience and convictions at the polls on election
day.

Any USAC sidecarist traveling by sidecar,
weary and desirous of a place to hang their head for
the night and a bowl of cereal, are welcome if they
can find me when passing through.

H. F. (Doc) Patterson D.D.S., P. O. Box 37,
Cody WY 82414, (307) 527-7395

THE BLEAK SIDE OF
BANKRUPTCY

As I no longer have a hack, I will not be
renewing the membership. The publications have
been great - keep up the good work!

As an aside, Mr. Rylander got a bunch of my
hard-earned dollars for which I received nothing
except the notice of bankruptcy. My attorney had no
success in getting a refund for us. I turned the
matter over to the Postal authorities per his sugges-
tion, and the matter rests with them now.

When I learned at promised delivery date that
absolutely nothing had been done on my order, I
immediately called and demanded a refund, fol-
lowed by certified mail verification - you know the
rest, as no doubt there are others in the same
situation. At this point in time, about all I can say is
that I hope Rylander enjoyed the money. I sure as
hell worked hard to save it and, being on fixed
income, the impact was more severe than had I still
been working.

Best wishes for the group.

J.E. Pickens, # 2277, 4105 Newland St,
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
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Letters
CHINESE THREATEN H-D

Enclosed is S25.00 for membership and
$40.00 to pay for the three Sidecar manuals and
as many back issues as the remainder will buy.

Also enclosed is a picture of my motor-
cycle, for general interest. It is a Chang Jiang
750. The bike is a copy of a BMW R75/5, the
sidecar is a Velorex copy, and the engine (all
22hp of it) is a Chinese copy of a Russian copy
of some German engine from back in the late
30's; probably either BMW or Zundapp. Top
speed with the car is about 50mph. No speed, but
lots of character! And all for $3439.

Chang Jiang 750

I'll be getting out of the Army next summer,
and plan on taking an extended vacation from
June-Sept on this bike or another similar one
(they've come out with an improved model with
front disc brake and 32hp). I intend to stop by
and see you folks on this little jaunt around the
US and Canada.

Thomas A. McGrath USDAO, US Embassy
Beijing, China FPO San Francisco CA96655.
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Letters
WORLD'S FIRST SIDECAR
RIG WAS A STEAMER

While reading a book from the public library
titled, "The Guinness Book of Motorcycling Facts and
Feats" by L.J.K. Setright, I came across something that
caught my interest, and thought I would pass it on.

Around 1888, a steam powered bicycle designer,
Lucius D. Copeland of Phoenix, Arizona, added to one
of his many steam bicycle designs a third wheel on an
out-rigger to make the first identifiable ancestor of our
beloved sidecar rigs.

For those who enjoy the history of motorcycling,
this book with its many historical pictures is a relief
from those boring winter days.

If you can't find the book in your local library, the
distributor is: Sterling Publishing Co., Inc. 2 Park
Avenue, New York, NY 10016

(Stock No. 08069 9232
8)

Don Teague,  5225 71st St,
Lubbock TX 79424

College for
Knuckleheads

Improving the quality of
service in the field is an
integral part of Harley-
Davidson's ongoing revitaliza-
tion program. Of course, it is
no secret that a well run,
properly trained dealership
service department not only
builds customer confidence
and satisfaction in the product,
but it also contributes dramati-
cally to a dealership's profit-
ability; and a healthy fran-
chised dealership network has
always been a primary Harley-
Davidson goal.

To help achieve our objectives, Harley-Davidson
has made a special arrangement with Motorcycle
Mechanics Institute in Phoenix, Arizona, to provide
training in the various aspects of service and overhaul
of Harley-Davidson motorcycles. The Motor Company
has provided special tools, motorcycles and engines for
technical training. MMI's instructors are factory trained
on all changes each year in Milwaukee. MMI instruc-
tors also work closely with factory personnel on a
weekly basis. We feel this dovetails nicely with the
many manufacturing and engineering improvements,
and helps assure improved service quality and rider
satisfaction.

The Motorcycle Mechanics Institute can be
contacted at 602869-9644 or 2844

West Deer Valley Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85027.

Buzz Buzzelli Public Relations Manager Harley-
Davidson Motor Co.

Harley gives students hands on engine training
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Letters
Letters Policy

Send Letters to the Editor to: Editor, Sidecarist

USCA

P.O. Box 8119

Van Nuys CA 91409-8119

We like Doug to look at the letters and add com-
ments and suggestions. If you should wish to write
person-to-person only and not have your letter consid-
ered for publication, please so indicate. Other-wise we'd
like consider all letters with information interesting to the
readership, to the Association or to the Editor, fair game.

Views expressed by readers do not necessarily
coincide with the official viewpoint of the Association.
We reserve the right to edit for length and clarity.

WHO SAID IT NEVER
RAINS IN CALIFORNIA?

I want to thank you for the fast and efficient
way you handled the hook-up of my BMW-
Jupiter rig. All seems to be going well. The only
problem is for the pilot to get a bit more experi-
ence under his belt. I have learned a few things
the hard way without any serious results so far. I
will keep up a low profile, cautious operation.

On the ride back to Riverside from your
office we ran into heavy rain for about 70 miles.
It was a real dunking and a baptism for my initial
sidecaring after many years of simple solo riding.

I enclose snapshots of the delivery of the
outfit and thank you again for your very good
job. I hope to see you at the February Brass
Monkey Rally at Warner Springs.

John G. Gabbert, 5167 Stonewood Drive.
Riverside CA 92506

John Gabbert (r) takes delivery of his new rig from Doug Bingham in front of SideStrider’s
Van Nuys, CA HQ
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Feature Story
MAD DOGS,  ENGLISHMEN,
AND SIDECARS
By Dan Doyle

Driving on the left side of the road isn't so
tough - particularly if there's a sidecar over there
as a reminder. At least that's what I told myself
as I white-knuckled our borrowed rig down the
English country road for the first time.

After months of planning and anticipation,
we (spouse Marlene, ten year old Jennifer, and
yours truly) arrived at Bidford-on-Avon, Warw-
ickshire, England, home of Squire Sidecars and
jumping off point for our three-week tour of
England, Wales, and Scotland. Through the good
offices of Squire and the generosity of Bill Halls,
Squire customer and officer of the British Fed-
eration of Sidecar Clubs, we had the use of Bill's
brand new Squire QM 1 two-passenger hack
mounted to a Suzuki GS850 with Hedingham
leading link forks.

All things considered, getting down the
road was a lot less trouble than I had anticipated.
As we have over 50,000 miles on our own
GS850, getting used to the bike was no problem.
The Hedingham forks were a lot quicker than the
stock GS850, but not nearly as quick as the
EML/Gold Wing setup I rode at Interlochen.
Once I got used to the short bars, handling was a
breeze. The sidecar on the left was a bit more of
a challenge, particularly with semi trucks com-
ing at us on the right side of the narrow roads.
The roads, while narrow, are well maintained
and the occasional foray of the sidecar tire onto
the grassy shoulder generated no more than mild
groans from my two passengers.

So long as I remembered to reverse corner-
ing techniques for right and left turns, everything
went smoothly. Had we had an emergency that
called for reaction by instinct, there might have
been some excitement, but we never did.

The first weekend of our trip coincided
with the August 21-24 annual Federation of
Sidecar Clubs (FOSC) rally, held near the village
of Corse Lawn, just down the road from Tewk-

esbury, about an hour's ride from the Squire
factory. We were met at the FOSC rally by
USCA Prez Doug Bingham and wife Jan, who
had flown in from Los Angeles a day behind us
on a combined business and pleasure trip, Doug
being the US distributor of Watsonian sidecars.
The Binghams' rig was a Honda CX 500 with a
Watsonian (what else?) Monaco on the right
side. Using the export model sidecar avoided the
handling adjustments required by a left-hand
version, while giving Jan a few thrills near the
middle of the road.

The FOSC is made up of affiliated local
sidecar clubs and individual "associate" mem-
bers. The rally was a little different from what
we are used to, but outstanding in every way
and, as one might expect from the British,
steeped in tradition. While the USCA has its
annual rallies at established campgrounds close
to restaurants, shops, and motels, and encour-
ages local sightseeing, the FOSC rents a pasture,
brings in portable facilities ("loo's" to the locals),
and most of the attendees don't leave the rally
field until the rally is over. A huge circus tent is
erected which, after evidence of recent sheep
infestation is shoveled out, serves as the social
and activity center of the rally. The installation
of a bar across one end of the tent contributed to
serious partying all three nights of the rally.
Locally fermented cider at about $2.60 per
Imperial gallon helped keep things loose (or
tight, depending on your point of view).

The revelry was nicely balanced by the
daytime emphasis on equipment safety and
operating techniques. One contest took the form
of bike and sidecar inspections pitting clubs
against each other in exacting technical exami-
nations. A gymkhana, the rough equivalent of
our field events, put a lot of emphasis on opera-
tor skills applicable to everyday riding.

The recreational high point of the rally was
the annual tug-of-war contest. Teams fielded by
the clubs competed in a series of "tug-offs" until
all but the final two were eliminated.
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On the one side the Panther Sidecar Club,
victorious for the last five years. On the other,
the "Internationals", an Associate-entered team
made up of three Germans, an Italian, an En-
glishman from Liverpool (apparently not recog-
nized by the rest of the crowd as part of En-
gland), and one poor soul from Northern Califor-
nia as the anchor of the team. Modesty forbids a
full account.

Suffice it to say that after an epic battle, the
Panthers went down to defeat. Long live the
Internationals!

There were about 300 outfits at the rally.
Most had been modified to some extent. Leading
link forks were the rule rather than the exception.
Conversion to 15-inch wheels front and rear was
also quite common. One of the more interesting
rigs was a DAF auto engine conversion with
original automatic transmission and a leading
link front end hand-built of bits from scrapyards.
The small wheels added to the racy appearance
of many of the outfits, notably a Yoshimura
Kawasaki 900/ Watsonian Monaco with alloy
tank and racing seat.

We met a lot of nice people at the rally,
some of whom are thinking about coming over
for the 1985 USCA rally in Massachusetts. As
the Squire QM 1 was one of the first on the road,
and the only one at the rally, we attracted a lot of
attention. The hospitality of the people was
demonstrated when several turned to and helped
correct a temporary loss of rear brake on the
GS850. The last night of the rally, the Binghams
and the Doyles were given a big round of ap-
plause and some nice gifts as warmups to the
door prize raffle and the "Ferret Down the
Trousers" contest. The written word won't quite
do justice to the Ferret Down the Trousers event.
Ask us about it sometime.

With handshakes and waves all around, we
left the rally site and headed south. Friends of
Doug are well aware of his fascination, if not
fetish, with metal toy cars and trucks and World
War II tanks and other armored vehicles. To
satisfy his perversion, we headed for Bovington,

Feature Story
the home of the British Tank Museum (complete
with gift shop), with stops to prowl every toy
store we passed along the way. While he found
some real treasures in the toy stores, nirvana was
achieved when he discovered the Tank Driver
Simulator at the museum. For a mere ten pence
(13 cents), he got to climb down inside, take the
controls, and be right there with Montgomery
booting Rommel out of North Africa. His hands
trembled. His eyes glistened. A touching mo-
ment. Poignant, even.

A few more days of touring together, includ-
ing a visit to the British National Motor Mu-
seum, then Doug and Jan and their ever-growing
toy collection went back to Watsonian headquar-
ters to take care of the business part of their trip.
We headed through northern Wales, the most
scenic area visited. While most of the British
countryside was a motorcyclist's dream, Wales
was the best. Rugged country. Long sweeping
turns. Magnificant vistas. And very friendly
people.

We wrapped up the touring portion of our
trip with a dash through the Yorkshire Dales and
the Lake District and into south-west Scotland.
We ran out of time and rear tire just short of
Edinburgh, and had to head back to Squire to
drop off the outfit. We'll just have to save Scot-
land and the rest of England for another trip.

Touring in Great Britian is just great. And
having our daughter with us was not only no
problem, but made the trip all the better. Most
pubs offer excellent family meals at very reason-
able prices. We stayed in Bed and Breakfast
homes practically every night at an average of
about twenty five dollars for all three of us,
including the usual multicourse English break-
fast. And we encountered absolutely no hostility
or other problems sometimes experienced by
motorcyclists.

Even more appreciated was thcf`absence of
the usual and fabled moist English climate. We
caught the tail end of a summer long drought
and, for the most part, enjoyed dry roads and
sunny skies.
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We were somewhat surprised at the shortage
of sidecars on the road. Somehow we had gotten
the notion that England was the hotbed of sidecar
activity. That may very well be the case, at least
by comparison with North America, but once we
left the FOSC rally, we saw no more rigs on the
road than we are used to seeing over here. And
our Squire seemed to attract about as much
attention when parked as does our rig here in
California.

It was a wonderful experience, and one that
we will remember and cherish as a family for a
very long time.

Some of these outfits will be at the USCA
Rally June 20 - 23.

Feature Story

"Afternoon tea." The Binghams'
Honda/Watsonian sidecar rig

Entrance to Corse Lawn (FOSC rally)
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Feature Story

The nice fellow getting his head shined is
FOSC Rally Chairman Colin Bembridge.

When the command "Pull!" was given, "the
Devastator" Dan Doyle walked backward

dragging the Panther club to defeat.

Honda  Wessex
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Feature Story

Above - Honda  Regent Below Foreground - Watsonian Oxford
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Feature Story

Above - Moto-Guzzi Gemini Below Vincent w/ LL Forks & Steib
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‘Tec Article
WHEN IS A RIGID NOT A
RIGID? WHEN IT IS A
LEANER!
By Ted Buckland, W.A. Nordland, and Hal
Kendall

A small percentage of people enjoy motor-
cycling. Of those who do, only a few enjoy the
thrill of sidecaring. Of that group, only a meager
handful combine the delights of having a sidecar
alongside as a companion with leaning a motor-
cycle into a turn. Ted Buckland has developed a
rig which, at the flick of the wrist, can be in-
stantly converted from a rigid into a leaner while
on the move. Thus, Ted is in a very enviable
position to tell us how the dynamics of a rigid
compare to that of a leaner from first-hand
experience.

Ted is no neophyte to motorcycling or to
sidecaring. He also has a stable of BMWs.
Several years ago he suffered the onset of polio
to his left leg which resulted in a fear of the
machine tilting to the left. He would not be able
to prevent it from falling. That led, not unreason-
ably, to the attachment of a rigid sidecar to
restore the balance equation.

Recently Ted designed and built an articu-
lated rig to regain some of the single track
vehicle response he gave up when he fitted the
rigid sidecar. He selected the 1971 BMW R75/5
with sidecar gearing as his logical choice, and
hand-made a delightful body that rolls with the
motorcycle and sidecar wheel. He can also lock
or unlock the pinning so the rig can be driven as
a leaner or as a rigid.

Although the leaner is driven as a solo, he
found some subtle differences. Before installa-
tion of the body, it was difficult to tell the sidecar
was attached. The leaner responded in all ways
as it did in solo configuration. Counter-steering
was the way to go when turning in either case.
But when the chair was pinned, counter-steering
had no effect. You had to turn left to go left!

The initial training period put Ted into and
through a 3-strand barbed wire fence. Ted is still
picking out the barbs. A painful and traumatic
experience but one that did not result in major
physical damage to either the machine or to Ted.

Ted found that in the leaner configuration as
more weight was added to the sidecar, such as a
body and a heavy passenger, the steering input
became progressively harder or more difficult
than it was in solo trim.

On the other hand, when the outfit was set
up as a rigid, the more weight in the sidecar, the
more manageable the outfit.

Ted also found that if he started out with the
rig in leaner configuration and continued in that
mode, he could control the outfit predictably. The
same was true with the machine set up in the
rigid mode.

But if he started out in rigid mode, then
released the locking mechanism while underway,
there was a momentary pause when the machine
did not respond predictably and, frankly, scared
the pants off him.

Ted's primary question was - is this the
nature of the beast or is this the result of his
personal inability to respond instantly to the
different type of dynamics going from a two
track machine to a single track machine?

Another negative factor is that the road
conditions must be absolutely predictable. Ted
feels confident only a dry pavement; no slick or
rough surfaces of any kind (sand, gravel, oil,
water, snow, ice). The leaner is not at all forgiv-
ing as is the rigid. Even on dry pavement, Ted
does not feel sufficiently confident to put a
passenger in the sidecar.

Ted shares these experiences with us for
many reasons. The leaner sidecar has been with
us since 1903. Its popularity has waxed and
waned repetitively over the decades. Perhaps the
most controllable modern leaner rig is the
Equalean with the curved rear track. Ted is now
in the process of making his rig into a predictable
and controllable rigid.
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Ted's continued experiments included
locking the sidecar wheel and body, leaving only
the motorcycle in the leaning mode. Locating the
pivot points 9 inches to the right of the motor-
cycle did tend to quiet the beast and make it
more controllable. However, it still did not
behave as a true solo machine. Perhaps more
experimentation with the position of the pivot
points would result in better handling.

At speeds below 10 mph, such as in dense
stop-and-go traffic (as experienced in London),
the handling is abominable. Handling improves
as speed increases.

When moving slowly, some attempt at
rigidity can be achieved by putting weight on the
sidecar chassis with the right foot. And you still
push left to go left, counter-steering like a solo.

We invite drivers of other flexis or of the
Equalean to share their experiences in these
columns. Perhaps a shootout down Mulholland
Drive?

‘Tec Article Coming Events
MAR 1-3, Motorcycle and ATV Expo, Hartford

Civic Center, Hartford, Connecticut. Friday,
Mar 1, 5 PM-10 PM; Saturday, Mar 2, Noon-
10 PM; Sunday, Mar 3, Noon-6 PM.

JUN 20-23, USCA ANNUAL RALLY, Myles
Standish State Forest, Plymouth, Massachu-
setts. See poster and entry form in The Side-
carist.

JUL 19-21, 11th Annual MID-AMERICA SIDE-
CAR RALLY, Princeton, MN Fairgrounds. For
more info contact Douglas Hasent, Pres., 3rd
Wheel, 4109 Boardman St., Mpls, MN 55417.

AUG 3-5, Third Annual IBMC Black Hills
Campout. Beautiful SW South Dakota-NW
Nebraska back country. Contact Clarence
Kessler, Box 764, Hot Springs SD 57747.

NOV 9-NOV 11, 2nd Annual San Diego Daze/
Havasu Nites Rally, Echo Lodge, on the River
near Parker, California.

Rally Organizers: Please get your dates to us
early, so people can plan their vacations.
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1984 S/C INTERNATIONAL
RACING SEASON

(This personal, on-the-spot report of the Euro-
pean sidecar racing scene was submitted by Julian
Dellar, 162 High Road, Broxbourne Herts. EN10 7DE,
England.)

Until last December (1983), I had taken very little
interest in sidecar racing and sidecars in general, but on
a dark December evening, I took delivery of a Squire
Child/Adult chair attached to my Honda 4 CB650. As I
slowly learned to drive my outfit (after six years of solo
riding), I began to realize that an outfit was no easy
option.

As the road racing season began, and articles
appeared in the motorcycling press predicting a battle
in the sidecar championship between Rolf Biland of
Switzerland, Werner Schwarzel of West Germany and
the Dutchman Egbert Streuer, I began to take a great
deal of interest. After all, to race an outfit must take a
great amount of skill and determination by both driver
and passenger.

The first thing I had to learn was that there were
two basic types of racing outfits; the long wheel-based
LCR, and the shorter 'standard' outfit. By reading
various articles, I learned that the LCRs had a definite
advantage, and that all the main challengers had LCRs
powered by Yamaha engines. To give an example of
the LCR's dominance, all first-ten finishers at the
opening round in Austria were riding these long
machines, and this set the pattern for the rest of the
season.

I was fortunate to be able to go to the new
Nurburgring in West Germany to see the second round
of the season, and I was certainly not disappointed with
the racing. Although I still enjoy solo motorcycle
racing, I was more interested in the fast three-wheelers
who were second on the day's programme. Biland/
Waltisperg were the fastest in practice, but only a
fraction over 0.2 second from Streuer/ Schnieders and
Schwarzel/Huber. Right from the start of the race, the
battle was between the bright yellow outfit of Bilanc
and the off-pink LCR of Streuer.

For the first thirteen laps, Biland held the advan-

tage, but then Streuer dashed through to take the lead.
Four laps later, Bilanc retired with a blown crankshaft,
his second retirement in two races. Streuer continued
on to win, and ensure maximum points from the first
two events. If there was a prize for the best ride of the
race, I think it would have to go to Schwarzel and
Huber, who dashed into the pits to replace a disintegrat-
ing rear tyre and still managed to finish fourth, much to
the delight of the home crowd.

While I had to return home and work, the Grand
Prix circus continued its slow tour of Europe. Their
first stop was at the Paul Ricard circuit in France,
where Biland won his first race of the championship by
a margin of fourteen seconds from the chasing pack of
Michel/Fresc, Streueri Schnieders and Schwarzel/
Huber. The next race in the sidecar season was in
Holland at Assen, a mecca for road racing fans from all
over Europe. For Streuer, it was his 'home' Grand Prix,
and certainly the massive crowd were urging him to
win. Alas, it was Biland's day, and in slippery condi-
tions, Streuer could only manage second place.

After four rounds, the positions were as follows:
1st, Streuer 52 points; 2nd, Schwarzel 38; 3rd, Michel
32; 4th, Biland 30. With three rounds to go, it was
certain that there was a lot of racing left.

From Assen, the next round was held one week
later at the Spa-Francorchamps circuit in the Belgian
Ardennes. For a change, the French crew of Michel
and Fresc were fastest in practice ahead of Biland and
Waltisperg. It was Michel who was first away closely
followed by Biland. Biland must have thought it was to
be his day again, as Streuer retired at the end of the first
lap with gear-box trouble. However, nine laps later, it
was Biland's turn to retire when a radiator hose broke.
With the two favourites out of the race, Michel had a
fairly easy ride to victory, but he had a scare on the
twelfth lap when his passenger almost fell out of the
sidecar. Second in the race was the consistent team of
Schwarzel and Huber. Could they be 1984 champions?

In August, the British Grand Prix meant that I had
the chance to see world class racing again, and in all the
races I was not disappointed.

"The weather was very uncertain during the days
of practice with rain making the final session very
difficult; several outfits spun off during this time. None

Racing
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was as spectacular as Hein van Drie (back after crash-
ing in Assen) and temporary passenger Iain
Colquhoun. At the end of the Hanger Straight, in sixth
gear, he touched his brakes, and the outfit promptly
swapped ends. It looked nasty until veteran van Drie
flicked the steering, initiating another chirrup from the
tyres as he spun another 180 degrees. Back facing the
right way, almost on the racing line, he proceeded
unabashed, with his passenger giving him a grateful
and admiring thumbs-up." (Extract from Motorcycle
Sport).

On the day of the races, the weather remained the
dominant problem; would it rain or not? Although the
clouds remained throughout the day, no rain fell and
the racing was of a very high standard. The sidecar race
was to be a straight contest between Streuer, who had
previously won at Silverstone, and Biland, who wanted
to regain the world title. From the first lap, these two
competitors were locked in an exciting duel which was
to last the entire race. As the two charging outfits pulled
away from the field, first it was Biland in the lead, then
it was Streuer, so it continued. For myself, the remain-
der of the field was forgotten as I listened intently to the
commentary about the leaders. Going into the last
corner Biland held the lead, but the superior speed and
roadholding of the Dutchman's outfit pushed him into
first place, and almost certainly the 1984 World
Championship. Immediately after the race, Streuer was
interviewed and confessed that for him, this had been a

'real' race against his friend Biland. My own memory of
the race was seeing Biland dive past Streuer going into
Maggot's curve with inches to spare. I can tell you that I
travelled home a tired yet happy man.

The final round of the season was held at
Anderstorp in Sweden, and this time Biland seized the
lead early, and held it to the chequered flag. There was
no re-peat of the titanic tussle of the British Grand Prix,
but Streuer, by finishing fourth, clinched the title. A
Dutch T.V. company was so excited about having a
World Champion from Holland, that they paid to have
the victorious crew and their machine flown home to
appear on a sports programme the next evening.
FINAL POSITIONS:
1st. Streuer & Schnieders (NL) 75 pts.

2nd. Schwarzel & Huber (D) 72 pts.

3rd. Michel and Fresc (F) 65 pts.

4th. Biland & Waltisperg (CH) 57 pts.

5th. Jones and Ayres (GB) 32 pts.

My hope for next year is that I will be able to
continue to follow the sidecar races in Europe and the
U.K., and perhaps I'll send some more of my thoughts.

Racing
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TRIBOROUGH BRIDGES &
TUNNELS, N.Y,

It took three months, several phone calls
and many letters, but the problems on the
Triborough Bridges and Tunnels have been
resolved - for the present.

The problem of the $1.50 toll was brought
to our attention by James Rogers of New York.

During the week of December 14, Ramon
L. Thompson, Superintendent of Operations,
issued a written memo to members of his Opera-
tion Force. It reads in part:

"Motorcycles with sidecars will be charged
the same rate as motorcycles without sidecars" ...
"Motorcycles with a one axle trailer in tow shall
be charged 50 more than the applicable rate for a
motorcycle not towing a trailer."

No more problems are anticipated with
bridges and tunnels under the jurisdiction of the
Triborough Authority.

A refund check for 50 cents is on its way to
Mr. Rogers, with a personal letter of apology
from Mr. Thompson for any inconvenience
caused by any action of the Authority or its
employees.

Mr. Thompson also requested our coopera-
tion in using only the manual lanes and NOT the
automatic toll machine lanes. The automatic
lanes require $1.50 or they will not open. Signs
are now posted prohibiting all motorcycles from
using the automatic lanes. Again, the Authority
apologizes for any inconvenience this may cause,
but they are trying their best.

Just a reminder. Also use the manual lanes
in Illinois. Their gates have been known to fall
prematurely and hit motorcyclists on the head.

Unless directed to use the automatic lanes,
make it a practice to use the manual gates on any
toll bridge, tunnel or tollway.

Tollways & Tunnels

Mike Williams-Raahauge (right) and Peter
Fletcher (center) give USCA President Doug
Bingham a cook’s tour of the Squire plant.

THE SQUIRE QM 1
see next page...
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THE SQUIRE QM 1
By Dan Doyle

The QM 1 is Squire of England's latest
development and, in my opinion, their first
serious foray into the two seater market. While
they have been manufacturing child/adult rigs for
quite some time, the child had to be fairly small
to comfortably fit in the rear seat. The QM 1, on
the other hand accommodates a large adult in
front, and will take care of two kids or a small
adult in the back. There is plenty of width, with
the only limitation being that of leg room. Our
10-year old daughter, who is rather tall for her
age group at 4'10", was extremely comfortable in
the back seat in terms of width and head room.
She occasionally complained about leg room, but
sitting slightly sideways relieved the problem.

The owners of Squire are Peter Fletcher and
Mike Williams-Raahauge, young men who bring
to their enterprise business and engineering
experience gained in apprenticeships in
England's leading concerns. Mike tends to take
care of the engineering and production side of
the business while Peter, who apprenticed at
Rolls Royce, looks after administration and sales.
They currently produce about 1000 sidecars a
year, half of which are exported. In addition to
several sidecar models, they manufacture a nifty
looking bike trailer (pulling a trailer behind a
bike having become legal in Great Britain only
recently) and a mini-bike.

The QM 1 is described as Hatchback saloon
style with large sidedoor and a tailgate. Ours was
fitted with a sunroof for extra ventilation. There
are two adjustable vents built into the body. The
exterior and interior are very nicely finished,
with much attention to detail. The semiperimeter
design frame is constructed of 11" tubing. The
overall length is 88 inches, width is 33 inches,
and height from the ground is 46 inches. Weight
is 253 pounds.

Limited quantities of export models (right
hand mount) of the QM 1 are available. If inter-
ested, further info should be available through
Gordon Waigorski at Wheel III, P.O. Box 638,
Kewaskum, Wi X53040 (414/626-4748) or
Specialized Motor-cycle Equipment, 3567
Commercial Street, Vancouver, British Columbia
V5N 4E8 (604/872-0727).

The Hedingham leading link forks are great,
While they appear to be lighter than the EML and
Wasp units I have seen, we had no problems with
the unit during the roughly 2000 miles we put on
it. The Hedingham does not seem as quick as the
EML that I rode at Interlocken, but it is fast
enough and the handling is a delight. Even with a
fairly wide, fully loaded sidecar, the sharpest
corners were taken with ease, and at 70-75 mph
on the expressway, there was no sensation of
drag. I believe that any sidecar manufacturer or
dealer can obtain the Hedingham forks. Here in
Northern California, they can be ordered through
Gary Pevey of the Sidecar Shoppe, 2580 Rogue
River Dr., Sacramento, CA 95826 (916-361-
3990).

For more detail info, write: Squire Sidecars,
Bidavon Industrial Estate, Bidford-On-Avon,
Warwickshire, England.

Feature Story

Suzuki GS 850 with Squire QM 1 and
Hedingham unit Zeading Zink forks.

Photo of Mike Williams-Raahauge, Peter
Fletcher, and Doug Bingham on prev. page.
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Feature Story
THE SQUIRE QM 1
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‘Tec Session
WEIGHT DISTRIBUTION
By Hal Kendall

The Canadian Sidecar Owner's Club is
serious about keeping their members. If a mem-
ber is delinquent, they send their strong arm man
to visit. Or so it seems.

On Christmas Eve Day, there was a knock
on my door, and who should frame my doorway
but Bryce Lee, ex-Treasurer of the CSOC. He
was in Houston, Texas, visiting his brother.

We reminisced about sidecar days over
numerous cups of steaming Java. My rig was still
with Perry Bushong in Fort Worth having a
facelift. Perhaps it was just as well. Bryce is a
BIG man. Glad he is on our side. Had my rig
been at home, Bryce would have wanted to drive
it. But, I am afraid even my Laverda 1000 3C
may not have withstood even his weight. He tips
the scales at over 320 lbs and with not an ounce
of fat. And that is the problem.

His problem is unique, and one I had not
earlier considered. Most sidecar drivers are
between 130 and 180 lbs. A motorcycle outfit
with no riders, has a relatively high center of
gravity and one that is located relatively close to
the motorcycle but toward the sidecar.

Ideally, the center of gravity should be as
close to the ground and as close to the midpoint
between the wheel track of the motorcycle and
the sidecar wheel as possible; that is if you want
stability on right handers, EML rigs accomplish
this, partly by using smaller 15" wheels which
lower the center of gravity.

An outfit would handle better with the
driver seated in the sidecar; such as is enjoyed by
the drivers of wheel chair sidecars. Here, the
driver in his wheel-chair, wheels himself onto a
platform in the sidecar, and pilots the rig from
this position. The passenger, if any, sits astride
the motorcycle saddle. This provides the most
favorable weight balance of any sidecar outfit for
the driver. However, most drive our outfits seated
from the motorcycle saddle.

Your weight, when seated on a motorcycle
outfit, not only causes the center of gravity to
shift closer to the motorcycle, but it also causes
the center of gravity to lift higher from the road
surface. Both changes increase your instability
when cornering to the right.

The centrifugal force, which causes the
lifting of the sidecar wheel, acts horizontally
through the center of gravity and toward the
motorcycle when executing a right turn. Thus, as
the center of gravity is raised so is the overturn-
ing moment. The overturning moment is the pro-
duct of the centrifugal force and the distance the
center of gravity is above the ground surface.

The restoring force, which keeps the sidecar
wheel on the ground, acts vertically through the
center of gravity.

Thus, as the center of gravity shifts in-ward
toward the motorcycle, so the restoring moment
is the product of the mass of the outfit, including
riders and cargo, and the distance the center of
gravity is from the motorcycle wheel track.

As long as the restoring moment is greater
than the centrifugal overturning moment, the
sidecar wheel will remain on the ground. When
the two moments are balanced, the experienced
sidecar driver can pick the sidecar wheel up and
drive the rig in a "balance" mode with the rig in
the air while driving straight ahead, or turning to
left or right. This is not a technique for the
neophyte!

When the overturning moment exceeds the
restoring moment, the chair will lift, to the
consternation of the inexperienced. If you add a
passenger to the rear of the motorcycle saddle,
the center of gravity rises even further and shifts
even closer to the motorcycle. The result is the
sidecar becomes much easier to pick up, and it
becomes harder to keep it on the ground on right-
handers. But, if you place the passenger in the
sidecar instead of on the back, the center of
gravity drops and shifts away from the motor-
cycle. The outfit is more stable, and right-
handers can be taken safer, in more comfort and
at higher speeds.
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That is the problem Bryce faces. Most
outfits are set up for motorcyclists of aver-
age weight, but with Bryce on board, the
outfit reacts as if there are two average
people on the motorcycle, and right-handers
are tricky. Not for him is a Gold Wing with
soft rear suspension and an Easy Rider
chair. Bryce is investigating a wide track
EML with extra solid rear suspension. As
soon as he can locate a suitable Gold Wing
engine/transmission, he will proceed with
his project to build a sidecar rig that he can
drive safely.

To determine whether your outfit has
favorable characteristics for right-handers
when driving without a sidecar passenger,
you may use this simple test I have found
effective.

- Place the sidecar outfit on a firm flat
surface such as a driveway.

- Place your left foot on the left foot peg,
and grab the left handlebar grip with the
left hand, and the right handlebar grip
with the right hand.

- Stand upright on the left peg.

- Simultaneously pull up on the right bar,
push down on the left bar, and swing
your, weight outward away from the
motorcycle.

- Observe the results.

Maybe the sidecar wheel is difficult to
bring up; perhaps you can lift it 3 to 6
inches above the ground surface, and then it
will rebound solidly to the ground. If this is
the case, the outfit can be expected to
handle reasonably well on right-handers.

But if the sidecar comes up easily,
perhaps to 8 or 10 inches above the ground
surface and drops reasonably softly, you
may be able to drive it into right-handers;
but, frankly, I would not - at least not with-
out putting a passenger in the sidecar or
adding weight ballast.

And if the sidecar comes up very
quickly and the left footrest hits the ground
the rig is  unstable and not suitable for
normal driving.

The test can be safely done for the
exact conditions you will be driving under.
Try it with a passenger on the rear saddle,
then with the passenger in the sidecar. Just
see the difference for yourself.

This also gives a clue as to where to
place a ballast weight (if ballast is neces-
sary). It will be most effective if it can be
placed as low as possible and as close to the
sidecar wheel as possible. Some claim just
behind the sidecar wheel is best. One sug-
gestion is to wrap lead sheet on the frame
near the sidecar wheel, adequately secured,
of course! Another is to install and connect
an auto battery behind the sidecar seat (as
close to the sidecar wheel as possible), and
to disconnect and remove the small motor-
cycle battery from the motorcycle.

A relatively small weight of 30 to 50
lbs near the sidecar wheel can be as effec-
tive as a 50 to 80 lb sack of cement on the
sidecar seat.

Enjoy and keep that third wheel down.

Hal Kendall

‘Tec Session
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Rally News, etc.
1985 USCA S/C RALLY

Just in case you haven't yet decided to
attend the '85 USCA Rally in Plymouth, Massa-
chusetts, here's some information bout area
attractions that might help tip the scales. In the
Plymouth area itself, there are the following:

The Mayflower II, moored at State Pier, a
reproduction of the ship that brought the Pilgrims
to the New World. Costumed guides portraying
passengers and crew describe life aboard the
Mayflower in the early 1600s. For a few extra
bucks, a combined ticket can be purchased for
the Mayflower II and the....

Plimouth Plantation (yes, we know that the
spelling looks funny, but that's the way they spell
it), a living museum of 17th-century Pilgrim life.
Seasonal activities include planting, housekeep-
ing, harvesting, preparing and preserving foods,
and militia drill. Costumed guides portray resi-
dents of the colony and neighboring Indians, and
Plymouth Rock, on Water Street near the May-
flower II, is the landing place of the Pilgrims.

Within an easy ride of the rally site at Miles
Standish State Forest, you can visit Heritage
Plantation in Sandwich, which contains several
buildings of exhibits pertaining to American life,
including restored automobiles dating from
1899. A few miles down the road puts you at
Cape Cod National Seashore. At the tip of Cape
Cod is the one-time whaling port of Province-
town, now an art colony and tourist center.

A tad too far for a day trip from the rally,
but definitely worth a stop on the way to or from
is the Indian Motorcycle Museum in Springfield,
Mass. In addition to its fine collection of Indian
motorcycles, the museum is also noted for its
collection of Columbia bicycles, toy motorcycles
and other motor powered products. Also tucked
away in Springfield is the Naismith Memorial
Basketball Hall of Fame, a museum tracing the
development of the game at all levels, including
collegiate and professional.

The true motorcycle addict's trip would not
be complete without a visit to the Harley-David-

son Museum (actually the Rodney C. Gott
Museum) at the HD assembly plant in York,
Pennsylvania. Exhibits range from the original
1903 Harley-Davidson to current models, along
with trophies, photographs, old motorcycle ads
and memorabilia tracing the development of the
motorcycle.

These are just a sample of things to see and
do in conjunction with the rally. And then there's
the sidecar rally itself. Where else can you see so
many interesting machines, meet so many nice
people, maybe even win a prize or two, and
support a good cause, all at the same time? No-
where, that's where! Host, Jim Morris, is work-
ing very hard to make this one the best USCA
rally yet. Be there or be square!

Dan Doyle

MOTORCYCLE MARINES

From the Halls of Montezuma... and the
Portrayal Press comes THE MOTORCYCLE
MARINES an illustrated history of the
U.S.Marine Corps and their motorcycles since
1916.

Written by Jack Sands, USCA member, this
32-page soft-cover, large-format (8-1/2x11")
book presents a pictorial summary of America's
most elite tactical unit.  $7.95 plus $2.00 han-
dling per order. N.J. residents please add 6%
sales tax. Foreign countries add $3.00 handling
for first book, 50 each additional (U.S. funds
only). Printed matter, surface mail.
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THE PURPOSE OF THIS RAFFLE IS TO RAISE FUNDS FOR THE UNITED SIDECAR
ASSOCIATION. THE WINNER WILL RECEIVE THE SIDECAR OF HIS OR HER CHOICE
FROM THE PARTICIPATING SIDECAR MANUFACTURER OR DISTRIBUTOR.

Wouldn't you love to have a sidecar to hang on that spare bike? Remember, it only takes one
ticket to win - though your chances are better if you buy a bunch. Help the organization expand its
services to members, and at the same time take a chance on getting the sidecar of your choice the
easy way.

At least one model of sidecar will be offered by each participating manufacturer/distributor.
With two more added this year, the list includes:

NEVAL RIDE-BY-SIDE HITCHHIKER

MOTORVATION SIDE STRIDER

THOMPSON CycleCar, or Squire

Specific models available will be identified and displayed in the next issue.

RULES

1) This raffle is open to United Sidecar Association members, their families, and friends.

2)  The winner need not be present at the drawing. The drawing will be held at the 1984 United
Sidecar Association Annual Rally, on June 30, 1984, at Interlochen, Michigan.

3)  All mail-in entries must be received by June 10, 1984. Tickets will be available at the annual rally,
and may be turned in there. Extra tickets are also available by mail. Please enclose a self-ad-
dressed, stamped envelop with a request for additional tickets.

4)  Any discrepancies will be handled by the Executive Committee of the United Sidecar Association,
and their decision will be final.

5)  Your check stub is your receipt. Or, if you request a receipt, please enclose a self-addressed,
stamped envelop.

6) The winning sidecar will be shipped pre-paid within 30 days after the drawing. If there is any
change from this arrangement, the winner will be notified.

7) We would like to profile the lucky winner in the SIDECARIST, if this is agreeable.

8)  Send mail-in entries and all other Raffle correspondence to: USCA-RAFFLE, P.O. Box 8119, Van
Nuys, CA 91409-8119.

Sidecar Raffle
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Bits ‘n Pieces
LIFE AND LIMB AREN'T
WORTH MUCH TODAY!
By Russ Brown (The Motorcyclist's Attorney)

In Waterloo, New York the State Supreme
Court jury recently awarded a father $6,750.00 in a
lawsuit arising out of the death of his son. The four-
woman, two-man jury said that a just and proper
compensation for the death was $15,000.00. This
amount was reduced to $6,750.00 because the jury
felt that the motorcyclist was 55-percent respon-
sible for the accident. The other vehicle had made a
classic left turn in front of the motor-cycle. At the
trial, it was shown the motorcycle was exceeding
the speed limit by only a couple of miles per hour.

$15,000.00 for the life of a human being is
absolutely outrageous. It appears that in some
places such as Waterloo, New York, the life of a
motorcyclist is not given much value. Furthermore,
it is obvious that if the motorcyclist was exceeding
the speed limit by a couple of miles per hour, this
was not a significant factor and the accident would
have happened anyway. At the end of the trial, the
attorney representing the father of the dead biker
asked the court to set aside the jury award on the
grounds that it was inadequate, and the judge
denied the attorney's motion.

I am sure the attorneys in New York are very
competent; however, they were up against a very
biased community. Yesterday, a lawyer in my office
settled a case for $15,000.00 and the injury was a
broken big toe. About a week ago, I had a conversa-
tion with an insurance man in the northern part of
California. A client had sustained severe multiple
fractures to one of his legs, spent 43 days in the
hospital and incurred $25,000.00 in medical
expenses. The insurance company refused to pay
our demand of the policy limits and gave us the
following explanation: "Your client is a biker-type
person and the juries in this county simply do not
like bikers. Therefore, we are not going to pay what
you are asking."

We hear this kind of illogical explanation all
the time and we cannot get used to it. Incidentally,
our so-called "biker-type person" client rides a
stock 900 Honda Custom with a fairing.

We all must continue our efforts to change this
image. Through our legal efforts we will continue
to battle these prejudices in the courts. You, as
motor-cyclists, must continue to put your best foot
forward at all times. Our lives and limbs are worth
a great deal!

HARLEY-DAVIDSON
DAYTONA  ACTIVITIES

MILWAUKEE, JANUARY 10 -- Demonstra-
tion rides, the Harley Owners Group Ride-In-Show
and Harley Heaven highlight Harley-Davidson's
1985 Daytona activities during Speed Week in
Daytona Beach, Florida, March 3-10.

A fleet of forty motorcycles will be available
for public test rides at the northwest corner of the
Daytona International Raceway. All of Harley-
Davidson's 1985 motorcycles will be represented in
the fleet. Demo rides will be available from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Tuesday, March 4, through Saturday,
March 9.

H.O.G.'s 1985 Ride-In Motorcycle Show takes
place over a three-day period with different classes
being judged each day. The show will be held in the
parking lot of the Holiday Inn Surfside on Atlantic
Avenue, about three miles north of Main Street
(same location as last year).

There will also be a poker run to benefit the
Motorcyclists Against Muscular Dystrophy Pro-
gram. Participants in the 100-mile run are asked to
donate $5. They will be eligible to win several
Harley-Davidson prizes.

The grand finale of Bike Week 1985 will once
again be the Harley Owners Group's Harley Heaven
at the Daytona 200 Superbike Race on Sunday.
There is no better way to get there than to be part of
Harley-Davidson's motorcycle parade. This annual
event lines up at the Daytona Beach Shores City
Hall, 3020 S. Atlantic Avenue at 9:30 a.m., Sunday.
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Industry News
VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE
FILMS AND TAPES

Longtime motorcycle movie producer Clyde Earl
(not Earl Clyde) has teamed up with financier Al Mark
to form Earl Mark Productions, whose motto is "Have
Film Will Travel." And what films! Vintage competi-
tion classics like Isle of Man, Big Bear, Catalina,
Greenhorn, Daytona, Jack Pine, Cherry Creek,
Bonneville; plus everything from road race, hill climb,
grass track, T.T., Mile, motocross, English trials,
crashes, wisdom (safety) to Bo Derek, W.C. Fields,
Burt Reynolds, Mike Hailwood, BSA factory workers
picnic (we said everything), cars, hunting, sports..

Here's the setup: You call Clyde or Al and make
an appointment. They'll come to your club, civic
organization or private residence and show the film
you request (most are color/sound movies). Also
available are VCR cassettes (VHS, Beta, PAL) which
are custom tailored to your wishes (for example, you
may want four 15-minute films combined on a one-
hour cassette); cassettes may be either rented or
purchased outright. A small sampling of films-running
times is listed below. Write for catalog, prices: Earl
Mark Productions, 23022 Normandie Ave., Torrance,
CA 90502, (213) 326-6446.

=========================

Three Wheels at Mallory 1965 (28 min) The Daily
Mail Sidecar Race of the year, one of the greatest
sidecar racing films of all time.

50 Not Out (28 min) Fiftieth anniversary of the
British Motor-cycle Racing Club. Solos and sidecars
racing at Brooklands prior to WWII, plus the
Montague Motor Museum and more recent racing
at Silverstone.

1952 Daytona (14 min) Classic beach course footage
(lots of crashes), then road racing on the modern
Daytona track with Triumph and BSA triple lungers,
finishing up with tail-to-track sidecar action on the
west coast at Sears Point and Willow Springs.

1959 Victory Trial (9 min) Excellent vintage
film of the mighty 4 strokes and early 2 strokes in
England. Sidecar and solo.

1974 A.M.A. Interviews (3 min) Various AMA
officials expressing their opinions. For the hardcore
members only.

The Right Line (28 min) This introduction to the sport
of motorcycling has been acclaimed by critics world
wide as the greatest film on motorcycle racing ever
made. 1M

Golden Flash Along the Nile (28 min) Documen-
tary about Crocodile hunting along Egypt's Nile
river on a BSA Golden Flash with sidecar.

We Three (9 min) Sheep herding in the Austra-
lian outback on a BSA. Here's how the marque got
its name (Bringing Sheep Around).

Spills for Thrills (24 min) A tribute to the great Holly-
wood stunt men and women circa 1940.

Getting Gertie's Goat (20 min) Hilarious comedy
from the 20s about a couple trying to elope, with lots
of motorcycle and car action (silent).

Hurry, Hurry (9 min) Incredible, uproarious W.C.
Fields motorcycle and auto chase starring Gloria
Jean.

If I Had a Million (9 min) Featuring W.C. Fields
in the all-out destruction of autos, as only William
Claude could do it.

44 The Great Chase (9 min) Excerpts from W.C.
Fields' The Bank Dick.

Racer crashes big tire on the old Daytona
beach course in the ‘50s. He suffered multiple

fractures, lacerations and abrasions.
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Industry News

Ron Watson (he/met) and Cliff Bennett with a /ate-50s BSA/Watsonian Oxford

WATSONIAN SIDECARS LTD.
Watsonian began manufacturing side-

cars in 1912 in the Watson family home.
From there the company moved to
Branwood, then on to a bona fide factory in
Albion Road, Greet, Birmingham. In 1983,
the business moved to Northwick Park in
Gloucester-shire. The world's oldest sidecar
company and the leading manufacturer of
sidecars, Watsonians were world racing
sidecar champions in the 1950s.

Directors Ron Watson (son of the
founder) and Cliff Bennett (who joined the
firm in 1926 as a 14-year-old lad) have sold

the company and its assets to Doug
Bingham, who has been Watsonian's Ameri-
can distributor since the early 1970s. Cliff is
retiring,

Doug's partner, along with Cliff's son-
in-law, Peter Machin, who started as com-
pany secretary in 1973, and has been in-
volved with day-to-day administration. A
third partner is Cyril Heath, with the com-
pany since 1949, who is also vice president
of the British Sidecar Federation.

Doug announces there will be major
sales changes, including new sidecar models
and (best of all) lower prices.
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Classifieds
WANTED - FOR SALE - EXCHANGE - These ads run for two consecutive issues for a small
fee. A handy form is included for your convenience.

FIRST TIME SALES
FOR SALE New final drive gears 4:1 for

75-79 Gold Wing. $100. Will ship C.O.D.
Contact: W. D. Terry, #2545 5210 15th
Av, Sacramento CA 95820

FOR SALE Bingham modified upper triple
clamp for 82-83 Gold Wing. Cuts trail in
half.  Dale Wurrer, #1479 5205 Mitchell
St Alexandria VA 22312 703/354-8838

FOR SALE Velorex Jawa sidecar. Less than
100 miles on road. "As new" condition.
Two sets of mounting hardware. $750.
Don West, 585 Via del Monte, Palos
Verdes Est. CA 90274, 213/378-2954

FOR SALE Plans and blueprints to convert
Calif. Sidecars to air suspension. Better
ride, infinite ride height adjustment.
Contact: Ralph Doner, #2731, 191st &
Rte 45, Mokena IL 60448 312/479-5301

FOR SALE 1982 Squire sidecar. Mag wheel
convertible top, exceptionally large lock-
able trunk, black with gold pinstriping,
mounts for '83 Gold Wing. $1500. Con-
tact: Rowdy Nissen, #2837 1085 Western
Ave. Cedarburg WI 53012 414/375-4943

FOR SALE '79 Suzuki 850G & 77 Ural like
new. 16,500 miles, Vetter Quick-silver
fairing, Beltek CB & Intercom, aux 5-gal
tank in sidecar. $2200. Call between 8
and 5. Contact: Myles Morris, #554
Gardena CA 90247 213/728-6636 X550

FOR SALE HARLEY-DAVIDSON: 1968 w/
1962 all-metal sidecar, both fully dressed
and in excellent condition. This is a low-
mileage, pampered, original rig with all
goodies including leather saddle bags.
Orange and black. $7500. A J Auto Sales,
512/421-2300. Contact: Arnold E. Berg,
#567, P.O. Box 1628, Los Fresnos TX
78566 512/233-9101

FOR SALE, New "Stakebed" cargo SC:
$495. Rigid rolling SC chassis: $295.
Rigid frame (no wheel): $195. Two
"Popcycle" ice cream chests: $495 & $50.
All w/univ mounts. Contact: Bob
Kowalski, 124 W. Valencia #4, Mesa CA
92635 714/992-4336

WANTED, For Harley-Davidson 72: Adjust-
able trees complete. Mint. Trans, three-
speed w/reverse. Also need shifter/foot
clutch setup. All for FLH sidecar rig.
Contact: Tom Jacobellis, #1150 1526
Erickson Place, Bronx NY 10461 212/
892-3849

FOR SALE US MOTORCYCLE MARINES.
Illustrated history. New monograph by
USCA member Jack Sands. 31 rare b&w
photos, including 14 of sidecar outfits.
$9.95 postpaid in US. NJ residents please
add 6% tax. Contact: Portrayal Press, P.O.
Box 1913, Bloomfield NJ 07003 201/743-
1851 evenings

FOR SALE Globe 200 steel body demo.
Nice for med size me $950. For sale:
Motorvation coupe. Super. All extras, gas
tank, dual shocks, mounts for GL. $1500.
Doug Bingham, 15838 Arminta St Unit 25
Van Nuys CA 91406 818/780-5542
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Classifieds
WANTED - FOR SALE - EXCHANGE - These ads run for two consecutive issues for a small
fee. A handy form is included for your convenience.

SECOND TIME ADS
WANTED Fender for 1965 Velorex sidecar. Contact:

Bill Mcllhatten 674 Tudor Ct, San Leandro CA
94577 415/562-7457

WANTED New or used windshield and brackets for
'74 Velorex. Rod Harris, #2493, 601 W. 7th St,
Chester PA 19013 215/872-0949

WANTED Moto Guzzi 1975 850T sidecar gearing,
Contact: Mike Sinay, 229 Wood ST, Pacific Grove
CA 93950 408/375-8647

FOR SALE 1982 Honda FT500 and Bingham Mk I,
complete setup. 3000 miles. One owner. Good
starter rig. Call for info, $1800. Contact: Ron
Sowter, #1423, 6007 Peppertree lane Simi CA
93063 805/526-8908

FOR SALE 1976 Honda Gold Wing & Motorvation
Formula II sleeper, matching custom paint. $3600.
Phil Eby, #2043, P.O. Box 1002, Verdi NV 89439
702/345-7387

FOR SALE 1938 H-D VHF 80ci profession-ally
restored. 1946 all-steel tub. $7000. Contact: Jack
Altieri, #2213, 1413 Longwood Dr, Crete IL 60417
312/672-6769

FOR SALE 1980 H-D Classic sidecar, excellent
condition. $2000 or best offer. Contact: J. Liebman,
#2506 P.O. Box 1383 Lake Isabella, CA 93240, 619/
379-8666

FOR SALE 1961 BMW with 1973 R75 engine, 1976
Ural sidecar. Over $7000 invested in conversion and
restoration. $5500. Contact: Charles E. Hancock
#2338 1324 Lafayette Dr NE Albuquerque NM
87106 505/265-3977

FOR SALE 1983 Harley FXRT Sport Glide, 5-speed,
rubber mounted, candy red, 3300 miles. Lots of
extras, adult owned, garaged. Must sell, $6500. Fred
Gudgel, #2069, 1224 Osage Dr, Stillwater OK
74074 405/377-1900

FOR SALE 1980 H-D Classic sidecar, excellent
condition. $2000 or best offer. Contact: J. Liebman,
#2506 P.O. Box 1383 Lake Isabella CA 93240, 619/
379-8666

FOR SALE Bingham Mk II chassis, set up for dirt
racing, all mounts included. Mag wheel, subchassis,
damper, fender. $450. F. J. Scaglione, #132, 144
Drum Pt Rd, Brick NJ 08723 201/920-3391

FOR SALE 1969 Watsonian Monza, new top &
windshield, new tire, primed & ready to paint.
$1000 or by offer. Mounts for Guzzi. Contact: Jim
Sasser Jr, #2523 Rt 1, Box 149X6, Galveston TX
77551 409/737-3405

FOR SALE Left hand Watsonian Palma sidecar
chassis with wheel, tire, fender, brakes, and some
mounts. Make offer. Contact: Doug Easton, #1078,
141 Ash St, Evanston WY 82930 307/789-2958

FOR SALE '79 Harley Lowrider, lots of chrome, extra
tanks, 2 sets of bags. Custom paint. '82 Eagle sidecar
frame, no body, with mounting hardware. $4500 or
by offer. Contact: Greg Fox, #2964, 39550 12 St
West, Palmdale CA 93550 805/273-7657

FOR SALE 1936 Nimbus with factory rig. English
manual and parts diagrams. Spare drive ring and
pinion included. All original and complete and
running. Asking $4650. Contact: Andrew Allan, 807
Washington Av, Elyria OH 44035 216/366-3231

FOR SALE 1964 Watsonian Avon sidecar, excellent
condition. Includes mounting hardware for 1981 G-
5 Moto Guzzi. $2000.  Linda Watts, #2235 193D
North Dairy Rd Beltsville MD 20705 301/474-5747

FOR SALE 1935 Harley 74 with sidecar, $6500. R50/
2 - 75/5 BMW with Velorex sidecar, $2600. 1974
Zundapp scooter R550, new, $750. Contact: A.
Prescott, #72, 800 Illinois Av, Elgin IL 60120, 312/
741-3956

FOR SALE 1979 Honda 750 KL (limited edition) with
Globe sidecar, plus extras, 3100 miles, mint condi-
tion, $3000.  W. M. West, #456 1936 Hanscom Or,
South Pasadena CA 91030 213/255-8413
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Bookshop
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Advertizement
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