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Old hack racer Mike Parti showed up at the
15th annual Griffith Park rally with this
beautiful 1916 Harley-Davidson outfit. Mike
has attended all 15 G.P. rallies. Another 15-
year G.P. rallyist is the avid shutter-bug
taking a picture of Mike's backside. Guess
who! You'll find him again on P. 27.
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Notes from the President......
Our annual USCA rally will be in

Canada this year at Bingeman Park,
Kitchener, Ontario. Dates are July 23-26,
1987, cost $25.00 per adult. There'll be
more info on the rally through the Side-
carist during the year. We're all expecting
a super large turnout, and our Canadian
members are hot to make this rally a
biggie, and one to talk about. So let's
make plans to be there and enjoy the
beauty of Canada. Hey!

And don't forget our annual fund
raiser - the famous Sidecar Raffle. Yes,
one of YOU will win a sidecar of your
choice from a participating sidecar manu-
facturer or distributor. All you have to do
is buy a few tickets - buck apiece -and
send them in. Easy enough, and maybe
you'll be the lucky winner. Hope so.

So 1987 will be a year of great ral-
lies, big changes, growth in membership,
forming the sidecar manufacturers and
distributors association. It will really be
some year - so hang on; keep those letters
coming and of course the renew's. There
are lots of people working hard to make
this association be something good. And
your dues is one way. Thanks.

Pictured on the next page is one of
the fine sidecar outfits on permanent
display at the British National Motorcycle
Museum. It is the 1949 Norton 500/600 cc
Watsonian racing outfit. The museum is
the site of Watsonian's 75th Anniversary
party August 27-30, 1987, for which I am
putting together a group tour.

It looks like the cost will be around
$1150 per person (based on double occu-
pancy) for a one-week package including
roundtrip air fare, hotel, rally banquet, car
rental and a million dollars worth of
sightseeing. This is an expandable pack-
age, which means you can stay longer, pay
only your additional personal living
expenses, and return home whenever you
want using your prepaid tour-rate airlines
ticket.

If you've ever wanted to see England,
here's an economical way to get there, see
the sights, learn the ropes and fly home at
your convenience.

Doug Bingham
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1949 - 1952 ERIC OLIVER
NORTON - WATSONIAN 500 AND 600CC
RACING SIDECARS.

Eric Oliver was, in the years after World
War Two the finest racing sidecar rider in the
World. He was World Champion four times. Won
an 1.0. Man and countless minor road races
always on a Norton - outfit like this. In later
years success would have been easier on a
foreign cylinder machine but fiercely patriotic
Oliver stuck to the British single cylinder saying
he had flown British during the war and would
always race British.

As a Flight Engineer on Lancaster bombers
he had safely returned from an almost unprec-
edented 47 missions and came to regard number
13 as his lucky number. Given the choice he
would wear it on his racing bike. Although in his
championship years he had help from Norton,
who provided 'works engines and Watsonian
always provided his sidecar, he built his own
machine 'mixing and matching' new and old parts
to suit his needs.

After trying out the Norton Road holder
forks seen on this machine he soon reverted to
the old pre-war style girder forks until gave him
experimental forks they had discarded for solos.
His constant changes in the search for the most
competitive outfit makes it difficult to identify
them now. Particularly because he liked to ride a
solo machine in the I.O.Man as a typical
clubman private owner and
bought a Manx Norton like
this with an extra engine so he
could ride in both 350cc and
500cc races.

That was a ploy which
went back to his grass track
racing days when he was a
champion with one bike and
two engines changed by
helpers between races. Striving
to beat later competitors with
faster engines Oliver was first
to develop streamlining with

the help of Watsonian Sidecars. It helped on fast
circuits but hindered on slow ones by limiting
the amount he and his passengers, he had several,
could lean in and out on corners.

His success was the result of utter dedica-
tion to the task, meticulous preparation and
practice. Before every race he and his passenger
would practice the push start with the result they
were always first away. When faster outfits got in
front Oliver would plan to outwit them. For
several laps he would pretend to overtake the
leader on a bend from one side. By the last
corner of the last lap, by which time the rival
moved to block an attack from the usual side
Oliver would make his bid from the other side.
The trick nearly always worked.

He twice made 'come backs' after retiring as
a professional. In 1958 he rode a roadster Norton
with touring sidecar and seated lady passenger
amidst the pure racing outfits and finished 10th
and by no means last.

In 1978 he built himself an outfit, very
much like this one, to 'have a go' at Vintage
Racing and scored his final victory at Brands
Hatch on No. 13. Above all he was brave and
resourceful. Fearing he would be banned from a
Grand by the medics, if he sought treatment for a
broken ankle he flew to London, had it strapped
up, and returned the same day.

Next day he rode and won.

A British Motor Museum Exhibit
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Letters
IT'S TIME FOR WINTER
SLIPPING AND SLIDING
Dear Mr. Beaumont:

I have enjoyed reading The Sidecarist and I
think that the Letters-to-the-Editor section is a
good way to talk to other sidecarists out there in
the world.

I would like to talk about three things: 15
in. wheels for Gold Wings, winter riding and
rallying with a sidecar.

I have an 81 Gold Wing with a Vetter
Terraplane on it and have been riding it for about
3 years. I ride all year long and have about 90K
miles on the bike and sidecar. I have found out
that I go through rear tires very fast, in about 3K
to 6K miles. I would like to convert the rear to a
15 in. wheel but the only people that I know of
who make a 15 in. wheel that will work on my
bike is EML. This wheel is about $500 and I
would need their axle and, I think, brake disk.

I have heard that a normal Honda Comstar
wheel can be modified to fit a 15 in. rim by
disassembling it (a practice not recommended by
Honda) installing two rings on the old wheel hub
that will accept spokes and then spoking this
modified hub onto a 15 in. spoked rim. I would
like to know if anyone else has done this. I have
an extra wheel and thought I would try this out.

Along the lines of rear tires, does anyone
who rides all year long use snow tires or studded
tires? I went out last year when it snowed here
and had a ball! I slid all over the place but had a
great time doing it. I thought, as I was going
sideways, that I would be better off with a stud-
ded snow tire on the rear and also possibly on the
front too. Has anyone tried this out?

Now for my last subject. RALLYING!
Before I started riding bikes I had been running
sports car rallies. This is a form of motorsport
that is not (normally) a speed event. A rally is a
form of competition that requires a driver and a
navigator. It is held on public roads and it re-
quires the competitors to maintain average

speeds (at or below the legal speeds) called out
in a set of instructions. These instructions also
tell the competitors where to go on the event.

Periodically the competitors will reach
checkpoints along the route and they must enter
the checkpoints on time. If they are off time, they
will be penalized one point for every second
early or late. This kind of rallying is called
navigational or TSD rallying. TSD stands for 1
Time Speed Distance. For the last 2 years or so I
have run some of our local events with the
sidecar. My brother navigated for me in the
sidecar and it was great sport!

Our local events are about 50 to 75 miles
long with three to five checkpoints in them. I
think that rallies and sidecars are made for each
other and I know that there are rallies all over the
U.S. so I would like to know if anyone else has
done this?

Keep up the good work with The Sidecarist,
and I hope to hear from someone about my three
subjects soon.

Sincerely,

Donald D. Gibson, Kent, Washington

YOU DIDN'T HAVE TO SAY
PLEASE,
JOSH!

Please take this money. Now, please enroll
me (my business) as a member of USCA. I'm on
my third sidecar, and I offer them for sale in my
dealership.

Thanks.

Joshua D. Blumenthal. Mahopac Yamaha

Mahopac, New York
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READER WRITES WRITER,
WRITER READS WRITER
Hello Stephen Krezinski (owner of Russian
Motorcycles Dnepr - Ural - Neval):

For info or help to modify your bike with a
BMW engine, here is my new address: E. Schulz,
400 Colborne St., Midland/Ont. L4R-2K4,
Canada.

If you decide to buy a Dnepr or Neval, you
are buying an oldtimer like 45 years ago. Every-
thing else is good and strong built except the
engine. I think if you want a bike that is made to
pull a sidecar, like the Dnepr or Neval, it is worth
it to get a good engine like BMW.

All improvements to using a stock Japanese
bike and making the frame stable enough and
changing parts to get a decent unit together cost a
lot of money. Normally the Japanese don't allow
putting a sidecar on their bikes.

One other thing is if you are buying EML
unit, this frame is made to pull a sidecar and all
the other parts. But it is costly if you are thinking
in some areas you can use your unit only six
months of the year. Not only is it too cold, you
are wrecking your whole bike with all the salt
that is put on the roads.

I am talking about Ontario. What a waste,
but nobody cares?

With this letter, I want people to get to-
gether, keep the old machines going and on the
road. Or get a bike where you still can get parts
in 10 or 15 years. Support those manufacturers
who improve their models like Harley, BMW,
Moto Guzzi and

some others. Those that change their models
every year have no chance in the future, I hope!!
There is no value left, only piles of junk.

I wish you all a good biking season next
year, and think if you should buy a new

bike. Yours truly,

Ekhard Schulz., Ontario, Canada

Letters
S/C COURSES IMPROVE AT
NORTHEASTERN U
Dear Ed:

The following is the schedule for next year's
sidecar courses at Northeastern (Illinois).
1. Introduction to Sidecarring:

This program provides the student with an
overview of sidecarring. It is a classroom session
covering sidecar history, motorcycle selections,
basic rigging techniques, and operation. There
are no range activities for this course. No sidecar
is required. The course will be held on Saturdays,
March 7, and November 14, 1987.
2. Basic Sidecar Operation:

This course consists of both classroom and
range activities. The classroom section discusses
only sidecar operation techniques. The range
exercises begin with basic handling techniques.
The student progresses through advanced and
emergency handling techniques. An individual
must bring his own sidecar rig for the range
portion of the course. The course will be held on
Saturday morning, April 25, 1987.
3. Experienced Riders Course for Sidecars:

This program consists of the basic experi-
enced solo riders course with some modification
for sidecars. All participants must have their own
sidecar rig. It is also suggested that each student
have at least three years total of motorcycling
experience. The course will be held on Saturday,
June 13, 1987.

I think the program we developed will
better respond to the needs of the type of people
which we saw last year take our course. It will
solve the problem of the reckless riding and
possible damage to the USCA members sidecar
rigs. It is unfortunate that we cannot supply new
riders with sidecar rigs. However, I do not think
the risk outweighs the benefits. I am excited
about it and E.R.C. for sidecars. I think this will
be very popular with people in the area.

As I mentioned, we have a new word
processor in the office and it is just starting to be
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used. Once our staff is comfortable with the new
machine, I plan putting the text from last year's
sidecar course on a disc. This will allow us to
have a copy to revise the course and come up
with a final draft. This final draft may be used for
distribution to other groups for sidecar instruc-
tion.

 I like your idea about making video tapes
for the range session to demonstrate techniques.
We probably could put the whole program,
including the classroom session, on video tape to
simplify presentation. These are things we can
work on when there is snow on the ground and
less bold sidecar owners, such as myself, have
their bikes safely stored away for the winter.

Enjoy the riding time left this year.

Sincerely,

Mitchell L. Goldflies, M.D. Chicago, IL

ANOTHER MI GOLD WING
JOINS THE FLOCK
Dear Al:

I am interested in joining the United Sidecar
Association, Inc. I have a 1985 Honda Gold
Wing Limited Edition, and am seriously inter-
ested in purchasing a sidecar soon.

Enclosed is a money order in the amount of
$20.00 to cover the cost of receiving the Sidecar-
ist, a 36-page magazine printed monthly.

Looking forward to receiving my first issue.

Charles R. Mels, 33331 Hooker Rd., New
Baltimore, Michigan

Letters
GWRRA EMBARKS ON S/C
RIDER ED PROGRAM
Dear Ed:

Gold Wing Road Riders Association has em-
barked on a rider education program which will
include a module on sidecars.

I recently read in the AMA magazine that Hal
Kendall has written a curriculum to cover sidecars, and
has forwarded this to M.S.F. for possible development
at a future date.

We are working very closely with M.S.F. in the
development of our program, and was of the under-
standing that M.S.F. wasn't able to embark on a sidecar
program at this time. With this in mind, we are pursu-
ing the subject material through other sources.

Our plan is to produce a video on sidecars, with
written material to back up that video. As the program
progresses,

we could then pursue a range exercise that would
work in conjunction with the video. We have 500
chapters and plan to present the segments on a monthly
basis, with the sidecar module being one of them. This
would be on a continuing basis with update as needed.

It would be greatly appreciated if the United
Sidecar Association and Hal Kendall could give us a
hand on this project. With the steady rise in the number
of sidecars showing up at rallys, there is a need for a
quality program.

If you could give me a phone number and a time,
I would be more than willing to call and discuss this
with you.

Sincerely,

Bill Kitchin, GWRRA, National Rider Education
Director, Carneys Point, New Jersey
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GWRRA COMES UP WITH
NATIONWIDE TOUR
Dear Terry,

I would appreciate very much for you to run this
ad about our Bar-B-Que tour in your magazine. We
have a California sidecar and enjoy it very much.

Thank you

David Childress Pickens, So. Carolina

VINTAGE MOUNTS
BECOME NEWS AGAIN

Eagle Publications of Jacksonville,
Florida, have announced their newest publica-
tion, Vintage Mounts.

This monthly magazine dedicates itself to
the classical motorcycles of the world in a
style not ordinarily found in motorcycle maga-
zines. Award-winning photography, general
interest editorials, tips on restortion, and
features on the evolution of the motorcycle
will appear monthly in Vintage Mounts.

"Our goal is to present the best of all the
vintage motorcycles," states Dr. Gene
Edwards, publisher.

A mini-issue is now available for your
perusal with the premier issue of Vintage
Mounts scheduled for circulation in February,
1987.

For more information on Vintage Mounts
and to secure your mini-issue, call or write:
Vintage Mounts, 3001 St. Augustine Road,
Jacksonville, Florida 32207, (904) 396-0078.

Letters / In Memorium
JACK SANDS KEEPS AN
EYE ON HARLEY WOMEN
Dear Winston,

Enclosed is a short submission for the
"Industrial News" section of The Sidecarist. Also
enclosed is a copy of the current issue of Harley
Women. It's published by a couple of nice ladies
that I know. On pp. 4-5 is a letter to the editor
from Janice Rasset, a lady sidecarist from
Montrose, MN (a USCA member?).

Best regards,

Jack M. Sands Waldorf, Maryland

The sample magazine vanished before your
letter reached me, Jack. I thought President
Bingham, who intercepts all my mail, was
interested only in sidecars - Winston

GODSPEED,
JANE

Jane Anderson, John
Gallagher’s girl friend of

12 years and his road
racing sidecar partner

during the mid-seventies
in Northern and Southern

California club events,
died 10/27/86 of

scleroderma after a three-
year battle with the
incurable disease.

She was a brave and
beautiful woman.
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Tech Note
THE BUILDING OF A
SIDECAR
By HAKendall

The addition of a sidecar to a motorcycle does not
necessarily a sidecar outfit make. A sidecar outfit is one
that is purpose-designed for such work. Unless pur-
pose-designed, it is a motorcycle with a sidecar which
will not function as a sidecar outfit.

I will illustrate by detailing what I have done with
appropriate shop costs. Of course, most of the items
can be done by you if you are mechanically inclined.
Shop costs are relative. They may be higher or lower
depending upon your relationship with the shops,
which now charge between $20 and $30 an hour. You
may add more or fewer items to those listed.

BASE MOTORCYCLE
Any suitable machine from 850 to 1300cc of

your choice. Look for one that has a heavy-duty full
duplex frame that is relatively free of clutter with the
minimum of side panels or fairing. You can use a full
dresser, of course, but you will spend quite a lot to
customize the fairings and side panels; sidecar removal
and reattachment will be more difficult and time
consuming, and you will reduce the value of the
machine if you butcher the original side panels or
fairings.

Look for an engine with a broad power spectrum
where power rolls on at relatively low revs. You do not
want an engine that must be operated in the middle or
high rpm range before power is felt or you will be
constantly changing gears up and down.

Look for a machine that has a secondary chain
drive or choose a shaft drive model that features an
optional higher numerical ratio rear end whether
available from the factory or as an aftermarket acces-
sory.

Look for a machine that has a frame robust
enough to handle a sidecar or plan to fit a helper frame
- i.e., BMWs from /5 onward require a helper frame.

Now you have purchased your machine, what
else is required?

FRONT END
Your machine has telescopic forks. How do I

know? They all do. Either plan to do some major mods
or remove them and replace with a set of leading link
forks. A good set of LL forks will set you back perhaps
$550 to $800. These forks have the necessary rigidity
and reduced trail required for sidecar operation. If you
plan to keep the telefork setup, the following modifica-
tions should be considered:

Reduce Trail - use Side Strider's special upper triple
tree clamp. $150

Install front fork stabilizer $75-$100

Add second disc (if only one disc is fitted).
$200-$250

Respoke with heavy duty spokes or replace front wheel
with heavy duty alloy wheel. $100-$200

Retire with flat profile tire $50-$100

Add friction or adjustable hydraulic damper $50-
$100

Heavy-duty front suspension $100-$200-

OR Leading Link Front End $500 - 800

FRAME
Add helper frame if necessary $150-$300

REAR END
If chain drive, retrofit with 630 chain and sprockets and

increase ratio by 10 to 15 percent $100-$150

If 630 chain not feasible, increase ratio by 10 to 15
percent $50-$100

+Retire with flat profile tire. $50-$100

Heavy-duty rear suspension. $80-$100
SET-UF

Now that the machine is properly equipped to
handle the sidecar of your choice, the sidecar must be
professionally fitted and aligned. One manufacturer has
claimed his sidecar can be fitted the first time in an
hour or so. Nothing could be further from the truth.
Better figure from 8 to 20 hours the first time if you
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want to be proud of the result. This is a serious under-
taking. Your life is at stake. If done by a professional
shop, figure from $150 to $350 according to what must
be done.

Do not use clamps that can cause stress points on
the frame. Use clamps that fit snugly around the frame
and will not rotate or slide under loading. The two
lower clamps should be large heavy-duty quick-
disconnect ball and socket units. The two top units can
be spade connections, but the struts should be coarse-
thread turnbuckle type units incorporating a right-hand
and a left-hand thread in the turnbuckle. Adjustments
can be readily made with this system.

Any spade connection should be designed so that
the spade can be rotated at will without affecting the
clamping ability of the clamp to the frame. The spade
should always be aligned in the direction of strut.

The upper front connection should extend across
both downtubes of the duplex frame. It should be as
close to the steering head as possible.

Tech Note
The lower front connection should be as low as

possible and near the lower front mounting of the
engine.

The lower rear connection should be as low and
as far rearward on the main frame, below the transmis-
sion. It must not be on any frame extension for silenc-
ers/exhausts or foot rests. If this is not possible, a helper
frame may be necessary.

The upper rear connection should be on the main
frame as high and as rearward as possible, below the
saddle.
ALIGNMENT

Only general rules can be given as each outfit is
unique.

A good starting point is for the sidecar wheel to
lead the rear wheel from 6 to 10 inches, the sidecar
wheel to toe inward from 1/4 to 1 inch and for the
machine to lean out about 2 degrees.

More detailed information is available in the
USCA Sidecar Manual.

The Author on Assignment in South Australia
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SIDECAR OPERATOR
TRAINING IS A MUST
By HAKendall

John Poteet's letter (Sidecarist Nov/Dec.
1985) is a reminder of just why and how USCA
got involved in sidecar operator training. Back in
1978 we received several letters quite similar in
content to John's experience.

Novices were told by "instructors" to open
the throttle on right handers to make the motor-
cycle travel around the sidecar. The writer of the
letter did just that - with two small children in
the sidecar. He was going into a gentle right
hander and the sidecar began to lift. He was not
concerned as he was told this could happen. So
he opened up the throttle and the sidecar climbed
higher. So he opened up the throttle still more.

Next thing he knew, he was in the ditch on
the other side of the road with his two kids
bouncing down the road. He was confused. What
did he do wrong? He followed the advice of his
advisor carefully.

That letter (and others like it) was the
reason we developed and produced the Sidecar
Operator Manual and the Sidecar Manuals. We
pressured the Northeast Illinois University to
provide sidecar operator training with the support
and encouragement of Tim Colburn and Dale
McCormick. This program has been very effec-
tive.

After a 10-minute ride as a passenger in a
sidecar, a sidecar operator you are not. By anal-
ogy, no matter how many times you cross the
Atlantic by plane as a passenger you will learn
nothing to enhance your skills as a pilot.

Before attempting to drive a sidecar outfit,
you must first learn and understand the basic
theory of sidecar operation. Then you will spend
some time as a passenger with a knowledgeable
driver. Next the roles are reversed. You are now
in control and the instructor is in the sidecar.

Any purveyor of sidecars should provide
minimum basic instruction. In many cases, this
may even be required by law. A printed list of
pointers on how to ride a sidecar is not sufficient.
All sidecar dealers and manufacturers are (or
should be) aware of the Sidecar Operator Manual
produced by the USCA. They can be purchased
by dealers and manufacturers at a large discount
for quantity orders and given (or sold) to their
customers. Certainly, more can and should be
done to promote sidecar education.

Sidecar Training



Vol 11 Number 1                                  Page 12                                                     Jan 1986

SIDECAR ROAD RACES AT
GRATTAN, MICHIGAN
Dear Doug:

Enclosed are some pix of sidecar people,
their rigs and general track pix of the scene at
Grattan, Michigan, July 6, 1986. According to
the information I got, this was an "exhibition"
race for sidecars, and they didn't get paid. Any-
way, I think it shows that sidecar racing in the
USA in 1986 is not entirely dead. (I noticed in
Cycle News that you've had a few races out on
the coast at Carlsbad.)

Regards

Jim Ruben Joliet, Illinois

at the Races

Pictures by Jim Rubens - Taken with a
Polaroid camera.

Obvious quality deterioration
has been noted for the record.

But the event has been captured!



Vol 11 Number 1                                  Page 13                                                     Jan 1986

SIDECAR ROAD RACES AT GRATTAN, MICHIGAN
at the Races
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SIDECAR ROAD RACES AT GRATTAN, MI

1: Greta Orchard 2: Mike Orchard
Team Orchard: Mike drives, wife passengers

3,4: The Orchard rig coming and going - Fred and Mike Orchard were a team back a few years
ago with Fred driving. Both Fred and the Orchards are out of Canada.

 5: Fred Wallis

6, 7 Above: Team X

at the Races
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SIDECAR ROAD RACES AT GRATTAN, MI

8: Bob Garbutt, Throttle (left), and Gary
Carlson, Acrobat, with their rig.

Gary is president of the Sidecar Racers
Association (SRA).

9: Driven by Paul Knoll, sponsored by
Hanson Motorsports and Hernandez

Chiropractic, of #16 has been around...and up
and over, judging by its patches.

10,11,12:Left and above:  A few back views.

at the Races
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at the Races
UNSUNG HEROES?
by Julian Dellar (Correspondent from UK)

Running a sidecar racing team can't be easy,
especially on a limited budget: one engine, where to
change the capacity the top end has to be changed; a
short wheel-based outfit which is not competitive
against the longer wheel-based machines which
dominate most championships.

With all these handicaps, to have some success is
quite an achievement. A team which has managed this
is the Merrydown Racing Team of Kenny Howles and
Steve Pointer. From the Midlands, they have been
together two years, while Kenny Howles has been
racing on and off for six years, funds permitting. In
1985 they raced together in Ireland with some success,
and had an excellent time. This year they have returned
to the mainland and have won the ACU Star Champi-
onship. In the first leg of the Isle of Man T.T. they
retired, but in the next, they finished seventh.

Their enthusiasm and dedication for the sport
were obvious as the story of two weekends in August
was recounted. On the first Saturday they competed at
an international road race meeting in Belgium which
they won; no celebrations, they left the circuit at 6:00
p.m. and drove through the night to reach Cadwell
Park in Lincolnshire at 7:00 a.m. on the Sunday. Here
they collected points for the ACU Star Championship.
They then went off to compete in the European
Championship round at Brno in Czechoslovakia on the
following weekend, finishing tenth, after problems in
practice. This was their first European Championship
event, so to gain one point was an achievement.

Later this year (1986) they will be taking delivery
of a long wheel-based outfit which was originally built
for. Terry Haslam, brother of Grand Prix racer Ron,
who was killed in an accident at the end of the 1984
season. They tried the outfit earlier in the year, but there
were problems with it flexing. This has now been
worked on by Trevor Ireson, so that they can complete
in the 1987 European Championships. It seems a pity
that despite their successess, they have received little or
no recognition from the motorcycle press.

Let's hope that during 1987 they can continue
their success and get the coverage they deserve.
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CRMC S/Cs
CRMC SIDECARS
Classic SPONSORED BY By Mike Nicks Editor,
Classic Racer Magazine

If you live in the far south-west of England and
you want to race on tarmac, you climb hills. Cornwall
and Devon have no road-race circuits, but they do
abound in lumpy terrain and drives to stately homes,
country parks and private beaches that can be plun-
dered by the local speed freaks.

That's how Mike Hesford started, racing pushrod
Velocettes and a Metisse-framed 440cc BSA against
the clock on the hills. When his younger brother Roger
caught the racing bug, they moved to the sidecar class
with an outfit powered by an NSU four-cylinder car
engine.

But a man - even a man and his brother can get
lonely in them thar hills. Some climbers feel the itch to
find out if they have the bottle to plunge into corners
side by side with rival competitors; others simply want
to race for longer continuous distances than the average
English hill climb length of a quarter to three quarters
of a mile.

It was this curiosity that led the Hesfords into
classic sidecar racing, for which the NSU was eligible,
despite the fact that they have no circuit they can call
local to their home in Exeter, Devon. Castle Combe in
Wiltshire and the airfield tracks used by the North
Gloucestershire club are the nearest venues to them,
and they involve 200-mile round trips. Brands Hatch
and Mallory require 400-mile round journeys, while
Cadwell Park and Snetterton are 600-mile marathons.
These may seem like sprints to readers in the USA or
Australia, but in Britain, the land of small engines and
high fuel prices, they are considered arduous and
expensive.

The Hesfords proved themselves among the
classic chair brigade, becoming regular finishers in the
top six by last season. Point made, surely - yokels from
the west can keep up with they smart yoke from
upcountry. And after all, classic racing is supposedly
for fun, with no prize money or big sponsorships
available.

But that irresistible racing fever had gripped the
Hesfords, and for 1985 they wanted better handling to

take them not just into the first six, but into the top
three - and maybe across the line in first place. A well-
used chassis made by sidecar specialist Terry Windle
was being advertised for sale in Cheshire, but when the
boys got there, they found it had been designed for a
Hillman Imp car engine, so they bought that, too.

Back at home they decided to abandon the NSU
power unit; it was an sohc four like the Imp, but it was
an ageing, long-stroke, air-cooled design. The Imp was
water-cooled and had undersquare dimensions - a
72mm bore and a 60amt stroke, for a capacity of 998cc
in this particular version.

Perhaps more important, the Windle chassis
permitted the engine to be laid almost horizontally,
producing a very low machine height, with a conse-
quent increase in cornering speeds. "The NSU is a
good engine - I don't think we'll be going that much
faster on the straights with the Imp," says Mike. "But
round corners this outfit should be much quicker."

The machine rolls on 10-in diameter wheels
carrying Dunlop Mini car racing tyres of 5-in section -
anything wider is not permitted under CRMC rules,
which cater for bikes up to 1972. The chassis dates
from that year, and is an all integral kneeler type. A
Quaife five-speed gearbox is used, and the primary
drive is a Pearson type triplex-chain arrangement. At
the front is a Windle leading-link fork, while rear
suspension is by a Mini car doughnut mounted ahead
of the wheel. Carburation is by a pair of twin-choke
30mm Weber units.

A cheap and simple solution to the perennial
problem of how to go racing, huh? But nothing in
racing is that straightforward. The Imp engine and the
Windle chassis cost a not outrageous 500 pounds
stirling, but any well-thrashed competition equipment
reveals flaws and wear and tear under close examina-
tion - and demands the expenditure of more money.

Under the sidecar floor, 50 pounds stirling worth
of Reynolds tubing had to be welded in to replace a
mess of untidier metal that had appeared over the years
like barnacles on a ship's bottom. A dual-circuit
arrangement had to be made up for the disc-brake
system so that the outfit can compete in club races for
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CRMC S/Cs
modern machines, which demand such a safety factor.
Terry Windle still has the moulds for glass-fibre fittings
he used to make in the classic period, so a streamlining
and a kneel tray and wheel arch for the sidecar were
ordered. And collected, which meant a preseason 600-
mile round trip to Windle's base in Sheffield.

The sidecar had originally been a front-exit type -
that is, on left-handers the passenger hangs his body out
ahead of the sidecar wheel arch. Later in its career, the
chair had been modified to the more fashionable rear-
exit layout, but the Hesfords took it back to front-exit
style to comply with the spirit of CRMC regulations.

They also had the entire chassis sandblasted bare
of the black paint that had covered it. "Blasting is the
only proper way to get rid of old paint," says Mike.
"Paint stripper just doesn't get the metal clean enough
for you to see all the cracks in a frame. Some of the
brazing on this one was appalling where people had
added things to it over the years."

By the time the outfit was ready for its debut at a
North Glos club modern fixture at Mallory in early
May, it had consumed a total of about £1,000, includ-
ing the original purchase price. Then the payout starts
all over again. Entry fees for a sidecar crew for a two-
day meeting average 50; two new helmets, necessary
under the ACU's latest ruling that bars racers from
using old helmets irrespective of condition, absorbed
100; within two weekends

he well-worn Dunlop skins would need
revlacement, at around 180 for three. Then there's the
cost of petrol to those far-flung circuits, and bed-and-
breakfast charges.

Not that the Hesfords are complaining, even
though they're far from wealthy. Mike, 38, is a motor
engineer who specialises in servicing and repairing
Citroen 2CV cars, and Roger, 35, is a yard foreman.
They're racing because nothing else gives so much
excitement, or such long-lasting satisfaction after a
weekend in which they've done well and finished on
the leaderboard.

Reprinted (with permission) from Summer '85
CLASSIC RACER magazine.

Canted engine position in the 1972 Windle
frame gives a very low machine height

Frame was stripped to bare metal to check for
cracks; gearbox is a five-speed Quaife
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LL Forks
PELCO LEADING LINK
FORK KITS

Pelco kits are available for most late model
European and Japanese motorcycles. They allow
the front wheel to be moved forward reducing
the trail dimension which eases the input force
required to steer a sidecar rig. Additionally, they
minimize the sideward deflection on the wheel
induced by a sidecar rig in a turn.

Leading links provide anti-dive braking
action; Pelco further offers adjustable shocks for
varying loads, high axle position to help absorb
bumps, and adjustable trail.

Basic construction is chromoly tubing,
powder-coated swing arm and downtubes, and
first-quality fittings and workmanship. Kits
include Koni adjustable shock absorbers sized
for your motorcycle, brake mount lugs and all
fasteners and bushings not used from your
motorcycle (you use your wheel, axle, triple
clamps, brakes and fender). Not included are
fender brackets and longer brake lines, which
you may purchase from Pelco or obtain at a local
source.

Standard twin-shock kits are $595; BMW
monoshock kit is $695; fender brackets run $50
and extra-long stainless steel brake lines are $50.

Contact Pelco Industries, Inc., 3788 Fabian
Way, Palo Alto, CA 94303.

HARLEY WOMEN
MAGAZINE

Harley Women magazine is published
bimonthly by two motorcycling housewives from
Illinois named "Jo" Felts and Chris Sommer.
Although it is dedicated to all Harley riding
women and passengers, it should be of interest to
any woman who participates in the sport of
motorcycling. It's a family oriented publication
with no nude photos or barroom jokes. The
publishers avoid feminist issues and stick to the
subject of motorcycling. Now starting its second

year, Harley Women has covers in full color. The
typesetting, graphics and photos are profession-
ally prepared.

A one year, six issue subscription is $12
from Asphalt Angels Publications, Inc., P.O. Box
864, Addison, Illinois 60101. Canadian and
foreign orders are $19 in U.S. funds only. A
sample copy may be ordered for $3 postpaid in
the U.S.
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UNIT FORKS IMPROVE
SIDECAR HANDLING

When Richard and Mopsa English set
off on their journey of a lifetime around the
world, they chose to travel by motorcycle.
The amount of equipment necessary for
even day-to-day living meant that a solo was
out of the question, so a sidecar was fitted.
With an all-up weight of some 500 kilo-
grams (1100 pounds), it was essential that
the outfit be as easy to handle as possible,
particularly as much of their travelling
would be done on tracks rather than roads as
we know them. So once again, they fitted
what was essential - leading link front forks
from Keith Wash at Unit Sidecars.

When Police Inspector Stuart McBride
and passenger decided to compete in the
Belgian Police Rally, they insisted on using
3 wheels. So their Watsonian would handle
faultlessly over 400 miles of wooded coun-
tryside roads, they installed leading link
front forks by Unit Sidecars. It worked, as
5th position overall against a field of solos
proved.

Unit forks are sold in nine different
countries and literally hundreds of sets are
guiding combinations which range from full
touring Aspencades to sporting Triumphs to
workhorse Jawas. Built completely from
British Standard materials, there are 69
models catered for (so far) and the quality of
fabrication is second to none. The legs are
of a twin-tube design for maximum strength,
mig welded or fastened with high tensile
fastenings, and the pivot bearings are sealed.
The finish is a black, chemically cured top
coat over an acid-etch primer. Parts not
painted are either zinc or chromium plated.

The Falcon shock absorbers have been
specifically developed for the Unit Forks, as
the damping requirement is completely
different from that of a solo. They are
resealable, two-way oil damped and adjust-

able for preload; combined with the trail
adjustment possible, either a touring or sport-
ing setup can be achieved. Each set of leading
links fits in direct replacement of the existing
telescopic legs, using bushes if relevant (sup-
plied) and also the original brake calipers.
Conversion from drum to disc is also avail-
able, as are longer brake pipes, generally found
to be required. The use of the original-sized
wheel is usual, fitted with a squarer tyre (al-
though by no means essential). A 16-inch
conversion is also possible, all-round if re-
quired.

For further information, contact Side
Strider, 15838 Arminta St., Unit 25, Van Nuys,
CA 91406, phone (818)780-5542.

LL Forks
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HARLEY-DAVIDSON
RACING VIDEO

MILWAUKEE, September 16, 1986 -- A
new action-packed video, produced by Peter
Starr Entertainment, L.T.D., tells the story of the
Harley-Davidson racing heritage. It includes a
very brief overview of Harley's racing history,
interviews and commentary from top riders and
racing action from recent milestone dirt track
events.

Commentary by such racing notables as
Mike Kidd and Mert Lawill helps the viewer
understand some of the complex aspects of
racing, such as the importance of the mile's
"groove," adapting the motorcycle to the track's
surface, and the critical elements of strategy and
drafting another rider's slipstream.

Each Harley-Davidson team rider, as well as
many of their competitors, is featured, which
gives the viewer an opportunity to see the differ-
ent personalities and riding techniques. Scott
Parker, Jay Springsteen and Chris Carr all pro-
vide interesting insight into the nuances of dirt
track racing, giving the viewer behind-thescenes
information.

An example of the racing action is a dra-
matic scene from the Syracuse 25-Mile National,
where five riders swapped the lead, drafting each
other and riding three abreast in the turns. On the
front straight, Harley Team rider Scott Parker
tries to "slingshot" the leader on the outside and
almost hits the wall at 130 mph. If he backed off
the throttle, you'd see a multiple-bike pile-up, but
his natural racing instincts take control and he
stays on the gas while squirming and sliding
between four other competitors and the wall.
Racing doesn't get any closer than this!

In addition to the dirt-track scene, road racer
Gene Church talks about what it's like to ride the
famous Lucifer's Hammer. He gives insight into
how a Don Tilley-tuned Harley-Davidson won
three consecutive Battle of the Twins champion-
ship titles despite tough competition from
Cagiva, Ducati and Moto Guzzi.

Video
You'll also see the Harley Team members

- part of the so-called "Michigan Mafia" - relax-
ing at home while fishing, water skiing and
golfing. During these moments, the special
relationship between dirt track riders unfolds.
(Can Scott Parker birdie the first hole? And if he
did, what would he say to Honda riders Ricky
Graham and Bubba Schobert? This video tells it
all.)

The 90-minute video is availble from
Harley-Davidson dealers, or directly from:
Harley-Davidson Racing Video, P.O. Box 453,
Milwaukee, WI 53201; toll free credit-card
orders: 1-800-258-2464. Available in VHS or
Beta format, for $39.95.

The proceeds from the sale of these video
cassettes support the Harley-Davidson Racing
Team.
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WATSONIAN’S ONLY MOTORCYCLE
Watsonian has manufactured sidecars since 1912 and is the world’s oldest sidecar manufac-

turer. They also built just one motorcycle. This only Watsonian motorcycle ever built is on dis-
play in Britain’s National Motorcycle Museum in Birmingham, England. Bob Currie (right) is
a motorcycle historian, author, and the editor of THE CLASSIC MOTOR CYCLE magazine,
and Lee Cowie (left) of Jonesburg, Missouri, USA, is a vintage motor-cycle enthusiast and the

USA distributor for THE CLASSIC MOTOR CYCLE magazine.
If you would like to know more about this only Watsonian motorcycle ever built, it has been

featured in a recent issue of THE CLASSIC MOTOR CYCLE magazine.
For more information contact MOTORSPORT, RR1 Box 200 D, Jonesburg MO 63351.

the Watsonian Bike
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Road Trip
BY BMW TO BEAUNE FOR A
BOTTLE OF BEAUJOLAIS
By Bill Ward

The Cheshire Police Authority pay me to be
a police sergeant at Crewe, but most of the rest of
my time is taken up as chairman of the Cheshire
Motor Cycle Training Association, which is the
son of the Cheshire County Council training
scheme and has six independent training schemes
throughout the county. All our 90 instructors
have been trained by serving police motorcyclists
before they are turned loose on the poor unsus-
pecting public.

One day I was talking to my friends Frank
and Angie Simpson, who run the Cellars Bistro,
a restaurant in Nantwich noted in the Good Food
Guide for its food, wine and service, and they
were telling me of the French week that they
have each year mark the Nouveau Beaujolais
wine being released on the market. I had heard
that people travel to somewhere in France to
fetch this wine, and as I love France and wine,
and they had no one to fetch it for them, the idea
was born. Then Angie mentioned her favorite
charity, the Research for Metabolic Diseases in
Children, and this provided the excuse to justify
a daft idea.

Beaujolais Nouveau is wine made from this
year's grapes, harvested in September, given a
short period of fermentation, and released from
bonded warehouses throughout France at one
minute past midnight on the 15th November. It is
a young wine that will not keep; like turkeys, it
should be gone by Christmas.

Although there is a race to see who can get
the Nouveau back to the area first, we decided
that it was a matter of supreme unimportance
that we could have wine in Nantwich before 8
a.m. on a November Tuesday. However, if we
could arrange to arrive back at the restaurant
during the evening, in the middle of a gala
French evening when 50 people would be wining
and dining, all in the aid of charity, then we
could raise the most money and have a more
enjoyable ride in the daylight as well!

Through a Nantwich wine merchant, we
contacted the Joseph Drouhin vineyards in
Beaune, which is 25 miles south of Dijon. For
those who don't know, Dijon is about 60 miles
from Switzerland, halfway down France on the
right as you look up the map, and 380 miles from
Calais. So after all, what's a round trip of 1300
miles, Nantwich back to Nantwich, in Novem-
ber, just to fetch a bottle of wine?

So, the idea, the distance, and the timing
were settled. We decided to take two bikes. Bob
Davenport, a lorry driver by trade and chief
instructor for the CMTA scheme in Crewe, on his
BMW 100 RT with Mike Maddock, a police
motor mechanic and chief instructor for CMTA
at Halton, on the pillion. I would be on my BMW
R80/7 with Angie Simpson from the Cellars
Bistro, and a total NON motorcyclist, as my
pillion passenger.

We left Nantwich at 5 a.m. on Sunday, 13th
November. Angie had been working in the
restaurant until after 11 p.m. the night before,
and had then lain awake all night trying to find
an excuse to back out of what was obviously a
suicidal trip.

She found no excuse, so she was ready for 5
a.m. and off we went. It was dry, clear and not
quite freezing - better than we had dared hope.

The trip down the M6 and M1 was unevent-
ful. London was just waking and Sunday market
men were setting up their stalls as the light traffic
started to move. As we passed through Kent, the
day became clear and bright, showing off this
part of England at its best. At Dover we went
straight through all the checks and on to the ferry,
the last vehicles on. The bikes were strapped
down and the boat left within 5 minutes at 10:20
a.m., 10 minutes early! Crossing the channel was
calm, but it became misty as we approached
France, and it became even foggier as we rode
out of the port and town and into the French
countryside.

Bob and Angie had not been to France
before, and their introduction to scrubby little
houses in a boring flat foggy landscape did not
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impress. Progress was slow, overtaking being
difficult and there was nothing much to see.
Angie went to sleep on my back.

We walked into the cafe at Arras and Angie
peeled off her two pairs of gloves, two hats and
three coats, right down to her two sweaters and a
scarf. The French, polite as always, tried not to
stare. The coffee was hot, strong, and most
welcome. Then on with the three coats, two hats,
two pairs of gloves, etc. The French stared, and
who can blame them?

With the help of four little lads on bikes, we
found our way out of Arras as the weather im-
proved. At Leon, with its beautiful cathedral on a
hill, we turned off the main road to Rheims and
travelled 20 miles over 'D' roads, the French
version of our 'B' roads, but in much better
condition. The sun was setting over to our right
with spectacular results as we travelled over hill
and dale, through village and vineyard, past
woods and lakes, reflecting the sunset, stopping
only to photograph a lovely evening.

Wem in Shropshire is a small market town
of little distinction. It does, however, have a
small motel run by a retired peasant with broad
hands, grin, and red face, who speaks no English
at all, but he does manage to make you feel most
welcome. We three men had the inevitable
argument about who had the single bed and
which two were forced to share. I won.

Having showered and changed, we called
for Angie to find her asleep on her bed still in her
three coats, scarf and two sweaters. Half an hour
later she was ready and we walked down to the
local restaurant. French food is world renowned.
This humble country restaurant showed us why,
at a price that could not be approached in Britain.
We thought that we should have plenty of wine -
to help us sleep, you understand - and anyway,
the second bottle always tastes better than the
first. We slept well!

When our retired peasant brought us our
breakfasts he told us, with much rubbing of
hands, exaggerated shivering and speaking in a
loud voice for us foreigners, that it was cold

Road Trip
outside. We already knew as we had seen the ice
on the saddles of the bikes. We settled the bill
(L5 per person, bed and breakfast) and set off on
what was to be the best day's motorcycling I have
had in 20 years' riding.

Fismes is about 10 miles west of Rheims
and we wanted to be in Beaune about 200 miles
away by 3 p.m. We decided as this was to be a
fairly easy day, we would follow the 'green route'
from Rheims to Dijon. This is a very well
signposted tourist route along mostly 'D' roads
through the country, avoiding all big towns and
busy main roads. The roads are superbly main-
tained, well signposted and almost empty. The
weather was beautiful... clear blue skies, weak
autumn sunshine, freezing cold but the roads
were bone dry. We were prepared for the cold so
it didn't matter, and I can recommend BMW's
heated handlebar grips - at last the end to dead
fingers! Everything was right for a perfect day's
riding that went on for mile after beautiful mile.

Beaune is a bustling medieval town, with a
cobbled square in front of the old market hall.
This was filled with mostly British cars, and we
parked there half an hour late. Looking travel
worn, tired, and decidedly scruffy, we sought out
the cellars of Joseph Drouhin. As we were late
for the trip through the cellars we didn't catch up
with the party until they had reached the final,
and most important part, the wine tasting. As we
walked in, there was an undercurrent of 'cut
glass' accents saying, "Watch out - Hell's An-
gels," which immediately made my lip curl. Then
the posers descended upon us - the plastic people
talking rubbish trying hard to impress. When we
had weathered that and they cleared away, we
met some very nice 'real' people such as the little
elderly man who owned several old motorbikes
and regularly went on camping trips in the Alps
with them.

After the cellars we had a quick walk
around the town, taking what photographs we
could in the dark, as it was our only chance.
Then we booked into a small hotel, showered,
changed, and straight out to the warehouses of J.
Drouhin. There the same mixture of plastic and
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real people were loading all sorts of vehicles
with cases of Nouveau. Ten cases into the boot of
a Rolls Royce from Lincolnshire, eight into a
Granada from Middlesex and two into a Vincent
combination from Windermere. We packed 18
bottles into old socks and stowed them away in
our panniers.

As we were then locked in until the release
time of midnight, we adjourned to the canteen
where supper had been arranged by Madame
Drouhin. There were about 100 people, mostly
English, all served with an excellent three-course
meal. Whenever the dishes on the table were
empty, they were replaced with full ones - and
the same principle applied to the bottles of
Nouveau on the table.

Monsieur Drouhin was exactly as you
would expect a French aristocrat to be: between
50 and 60, tall, slim, thick iron grey hair, im-
maculately dressed, perfect English, but with 'ze
French accent.' He had started the Nouveau
legend in 1959 by supplying this pleasant young
wine to a friend who was a Parisian restaurateur.
Paris raved about it, other European capitals
followed suit, then the English started a race to
see who could get it back to London first.
Drouhin made money from it and other vineyards
quickly followed his lead. The legend was born,
and M. Drouhin works very hard to maintain it.
He is, of course, an impeccable host. His hospi-
tality is overwhelming, whilst he, himself, is
charming and attentive. It was a delightful
evening, particularly as the people we talked to
were 'real' and very interesting.

At midnight we expected a rush of high
excitement as people jockeyed to be the first
away with the wine. In fact the gates opened and
a few cars drove gently away followed by heavy
lorries and trailers travelling off into the night.
Over the next half hour people drifted away,
some bound for England, home and hangovers,
others back to their hotels for a few hours' sleep.
It was very cold. Snow was forecast.

We tiptoed out of the hotel at 5 a.m. next
morning to find that it had not warmed up at all.

Road Trip
No snow, just ice on the saddles again. As we
followed the motorway at a steady 80 mph up
out of the valley in which Beaune lies, it got
colder. An hour and a half later, and 120 miles,
dawn broke and then it got REALLY cold.
Another hour and we stopped for breakfast about
50 miles south of Paris.

When we got off the bikes, Angie could
neither straighten her legs nor get them together.
She hung onto a fence looking like a cross
between Quasimodo and Lester Piggott on a bad
day, until her blood started to warm through and
the muscles could be made to move. Having lost
time making a telephone call, we reached the
"Peripherique," a five-lane dual carriageway
around the outskirts of Paris. Traffic was
stopped, or nearly stopped, for several miles, but
we found our way through. Well, what are bikes
for? And other drivers seemed to expect it.

We stopped at the first services north of
Paris, feeling very pleased with ourselves. Over a
leisurely brew, I started to count up how far we
had to go to Calais, bearing in mind I wanted to
be there between 1:00 and 1:15, to catch the 1:45
ferry. Count - convert kilometres into miles - 125
miles left and the time was 11:45 a.m. 12 hours.
DON'T PANIC! Count again - yes, 125 miles to
do in less than 1-1/2 hours. By the time we had
donned all our gear, it was more like an hour and
20 minutes.

We did the next 100 miles in an hour. After
we left the motorway, there was about 15 miles
of ordinary roads through Calais. It had begun to
rain and all the traffic lights were against us. We
reached the harbour and went through all the
checks almost without stopping, and onto the
ferry with three minutes to spare. If we had
missed that boat, we would have had to wait for
three hours for the next.

We beat the rain across the channel but it
caught up with us as we reached London, just in
time for the start of the rush hour. The worst two
hours of the whole trip were spent in London, in
the rain and the rush hour.
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After a troublefree trip up the motorways,
we arrived back in Nantwich, at the Cellars
Bistro, only 10 minutes late, at 8:40 p.m. Not
bad, after 1272 miles. We were met by the diners
from the gala evening who had staggered into the
streets, cheering and waving wine glasses. As I
took my helmet off, a lady from Radio Stoke
stuck a microphone in my face and asked, "Was
it worth it?"

The answer was most definitely "YES." The
trip alone was worth all the work organising it.
The publicity for the Cheshire Motor Cycle
Training Association and the fact that we had
raised pounds Sterling 650 for the charity
changed the excuse for the trip into a very good
reason for doing it again.

Now then, about next year...

Road Trip & 10th
HAPPY 10th BIRTHDAY
USCA
by Ed Johnson

November 2, 1986, marks the 10th Anniversary
of the founding of the United Sidecar Association. The
observance of this event was held at the home of Ed
and Marilyn Johnson, South Holland, Illinois. Almost
60 NIR, USCA members attended. Introductions and
credits were given to present USCA Executive Com-
mittee members Ed Johnson and Terry Strassenburg,
and to National USCA committee members Jim
Rubens and Al Roach.

A brief history was given of the fateful founding
of the USCA at Lassen's Tap in Homewood, Illinois.
The USCA is the largest sidecar organization in the
world, being larger than the Fed in England, the
Japanese Sidecar Community, Scandinavian sidecar
clubs in Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Norway, and
sidecar clubs in Germany and France.

USCA tenth birthday party in the memorabilia room at Ed Johnson's: John Dauginas (back to
camera), Linda Kennedy, Frank Reinier, Miss Kennedy (Linda's daughter), and Wes Stoginski.
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Jackpine Rally
JACKPINE COUNTRY
SIDECAR RALLY
by Ed Johnson

The Great Lakes Sidecarist club held their
4th annual rally September in the locale of the
famous Jackpine Enduro contest. The site, the
Tri-Lakes Campground, is close to Marshall,
Michigan. The dates coincided with the Marshall
Home Tours, a local celebration, and this added
zest to the rally.

A novel road tour, sidecar games, games for
children made up the rally menu. Part of the logo
of the Great Lakes Sidecarists is "A Family
Affair," and this was certainly demonstrated with
the large number of children present (the cause
of the need for some of the sidecars). Another
fact worth noting was the number of families that
had two sidecars. Obviously when the children
are multiple, mother and dad both end up with an
outfit to drive.

Bob Murphy, GLSC present president, and
Barry Alexander, former president and now
newsletter editor, along with others offer fine
leadership.

Chuck and Ardis Foust, USCA Directors for
Michigan, were very much in evidence. The Ride
by Side Sidecars they manufacture were attached
to many different motorcycles present at the rally,
including Harleys, Suzukis, Hondas and
Yamahas. The quality of the sidecar and the
warranty offered were discussed by owners in a
favorable tone. In addition, Chuck mounts the
cars and teaches sidecaring to those solo rider
converts.

It was nice to renew acquaintances with
other Michigan sidecarists present remembered
from the National Rally held at Interlochen,
Michigan in 1984: Ren and Millie Hunt, the
Kimballs and others.

Sidecars seen: 11 Ride by Side, 5 Harleys, 4
Terraplanes, 2 Velorex, 1 Bender, 1 EML, 1
Jupiter.

JACKPINE PHOTOS by Ed Johnson

1: Jeff Witowsky (left) and Bob Murphy,
president Great Lakes Sidecarists.

2: Camp nestled amongst the pines.

3: Danish Combi-Kamp trailer was pulled
behind sidecar outfit.
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Jackpine Rally
JACKPINE PHOTOS by Ed Johnson

4: Marilyn Johnson, NIR, USCA treasurer

 5&6: Sidecar games.

7: Snuggling around the USFS  campfire.

  9: Left to right, President Bob Murphy, ??
Barry Alexander, Jan Alexander.

8: Bob Tester and his 1980 Gold WJng/EML
GT from Redford, Michigan.
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BMW Rally
NATIONAL BMW RALLY MONTEREY, CA

Site: The famous Laguna Seca Road Racing Circuit plus a super campground.
Lots of USCA members - and some of the nicest looking BMW outfits, those real classic ones.

Also plenty of the new K100 BMW/EML outfits,

BMW people sure put on great events. Our president, Doug Bingham, gave the sidecar clinic.

1: Osie Aver's BMW outfit 2: BMW - Stibe combination.

3: Hedingham sidecar from the U.K. 4.: Gary Pevey's Sidecar Shoppe display (with
Osie Aver pointing to the Hedingham sign)
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GP Rally
GRIFFITH PARK SIDECAR RALLY

Los Angeles, California, Oct. 1986: When Doug Bingham started this rally, there were none.
When all the sidecar outfits showed up, everybody seemed to say, Wow! I didn't know there were so
many. Well, 15 years later we're all saying the same thing. Folks from around the world are coming
now. This year's long distance rider was Peter Krusi and Marianne Keller from Swit,erland driving a
250cc MZ with sidecar. Yes, a 250cc! Lots of classic and vintage sidecars, new army prototype outfit,
Motorvation's new model and many others - next year should be even better.

GRIFFITH PARK RALLY PHOTOS

1: Leo Robbins, Harley-Davidson combo, has
attended all 15 Griffith Park rallies, says he'll

be at the next one, too.

2: Danish Nimbus/Bender outfit.

3: UK model CX-500 HondalMotorvation.

4: Driver Mark McCaw and passenger John
Saber aboard V Max/Motorvation, heading

out to mark the road into rally site.
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GRIFFITH PARK RALLY PHOTOS

5: Motorvation's new lift entry.

6: Super sharp EML outfit.

7: This sanitary Norton/Globe rig belongs to
Dave and Dayna Destler, publishers of

BRITISH CAR & BIKE magazine.

8: Perry King mans machine gun, Walker
Edmiston mans chair and Doug Bingham mans
controls of Side Strider's army prototype outfit

(M60 machine gun is a movie-studio rental).

9: Mike Kolberg’s ex-RAF Triumph scout
vehicle.

10: Tom Andrus and his Vincent have been at
all 15 G.P. rallies.

GP Rally
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Raffle
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Raffle
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Advts
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Coming Events
NOTE TO PUBLICITY CHAIRMEN: News about events and other announcements of a
timely nature must reach us at least two months prior to SIDECARIST cover date. The March
issue will go to press February 1, and we need a little time before that to get your information
into pasteup.

JAN 1-DEC 31 87, GWRRA Whole Hog barbecue tour. Eat at eight of your favorite BBQ places
anywhere. Send in names, locations, rating (good, fair, bad, etc.). Entry fee $7.50 each. Unusual
finisher pin. Contact David Childress, Rt 4 Box 461-D, Pickens, So Carolina 29671.

SPRING 1987, Grand opening High Country Cycle Camp, Blue Ridge Mountains, North Carolina.

MAY 22-24 87, South Carolina GWRRA Rally, Clemson, S.C., headquarters at the Ramada Inn.
Scenic map tours to Blue Ridge Mountains, lake tours, Biltmore House at Asheville, N.C. Friday
night get-acquainted cookout, Saturday night awards banquet, live bluegrass music, grand prize
Welker motorcycle trailer and assorted door prizes. Friday and Saturday poker runs and safety
seminar. Saturday sidecar events, bike show, sidecar drawing, free hospitality room, twilight
parade, 50/50 drawing, self-guided tours, pin stripers, vendors, rally pins. Camping and further
info contact Octavia Childress, Rt 4, Box 461D, Pickens, S.C. 29671, telephone (803) 878-4495

MAY 30-JUN 5 87, Isle of Man T.T. Race. Sidecars May 30 and June 1.

JUN 7-8 87, Texas Cushman Club National Invitational and Antique Motorcycle Meet, Johnson
County Sheriff's Posse, Cleburne, Texas. Contact R.L. Garner, (817) 645-3478.

JUL 23-26, USCA annual rally, Bingeman Park, Kitchener, Ontario, Canada.



Vol 11 Number 1                                  Page 36                                                     Jan 1986

Classifieds
WANTED - FOR SALE - EXCHANGE - These ads run for two consecutive issues for a small
fee. A handy form is included for your convenience. FIRST TIME ADS

1948 Indian Chief and Princess sidecar
unrestored original, excellent condition. A real
beauty. Must sell. No reasonable offer refused.
Photo available $1.00 and PPD env. R.C.
Hahs, (415) 897-4113 or 897 9537.

1965 Watsonian Flight sidecar. Windshield,
fender; mounts for '80 FXEF Harley. Fair
condition. Asking $600. Make offer. Herb
Perrine, 228 East Wright Ave. Shepherd, Mich.
48883. Phone after 6 p.m. (517)828-5244.

WANTED: 500cc single engine with transmis-
sion. NSU or British. Running or not, but
complete. E. Schulz, 400 Colborne St., Mid-
land/ Ont. L4R-2K4 Canada.

WANTED: Windshield for Spirit-Eagle sidecar
or information on where I can get one. Dick
DePeal, 704 E. Exchange, Owosso MI 48867
(517) 723-5501.

New Motorvation sidecar on 1985 Honda.
Loaded. With or without motorcycle. Has gas
tank, windshield, convertible top, mag wheel.

Will install if necessary. Must see. Has only 185
miles on it. Hal Monroe (318) 635-0693.

1956 Kali sidecar. Brand new body with en-
closed wheel mounts, but no frame. $200.
Laguna Hills, CA. Tel. (714) 768-7509.

Harley-Davidson sidecar. 30" wide steel body.
Hyd brake, fittings color matched to 79 FLHC.
Tan and cream. 1972 Moto Guzzi LAPD
14000 mi w/Easy Rider s/c brake 18" wheel
and top (513) 548-7694, Greenville, Ohio.

1981 Yamaha 650 Maxim and Spirit sidecar.
12000 mi. New tires and fairing. A real pretty
rig, all grey, handles excellent. $1850.
Snapshop available, send $1.00. Bill Miller.
2410 W. Charleston, Phoenix AZ. 85023,
(602) 863-1656 eves.

Transplant project: 69R69S with Earls forks; no
mufflers, eng or trans;Iev plus 75R75/5, no
forks, fender, reardrive, mufflers. Plus new
harness and other parts. Both disassembled,
welding done. $1500 OBO. John Young, (313)
543-4301 Mich.

1953 Harley-Davidson w/62 FLH motor, rev
trans w/1947 steel sidecar. Good cond. $5700.
Early HD pkg truck frame and other HD
sidecar parts. Orig + repo. Call (414) 567-
7779 eves. B. Hunt, W241 Vista Drive,
Oconomowoc WI 53066.

83 Motorvation Formula II sidecar. Excel cond,
low miles, garaged; custom windshield;
convertible top, reading lt, independent brak-
ing systems. $120 mounting dolly. All hard-
ware used 10 short runs. $2500. Lee Cook
(818) 996-5841.

Attention Collectors! Order now: 18x24 Steib
poster, copy of the original sign, shows classic
bike, sidecar, rider and passenger, words in
German. $7.50 same-day mail. Bill Cummins,
235 W. Southern #138, Mesa, AZ 85202.

79 Kawasaki KZ750 w/Spirit of America sidecar.
Both painted maroon w/gold and red pin
stripe. 12K miles - new exhausts -full fairing -
hard bags, w/bar. $1800. R. Richwine #1047
Mechanicsburg, PA (717) 697-2685.
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Classifieds
WANTED - FOR SALE - EXCHANGE - These ads run for two consecutive issues for a small
fee. A handy form is included for your convenience. SECOND  TIME  ADS

1977 GL1000/1984 California S/C. M/C has
Lester mags, 4:1 gears, beefed-up front, extra
gas tanks, Califia fats bags, Vetter fairing,
many extras. Stereos in S/C and M.C. Sacri-
fice at $2400 complete. Will separate. J.
Sessum, 3908 Clearwater, Fayetteville NC
28301, Phone (919) 488-8763.

New BMW K100RT US spec. 86 model with
color matched EML sport sidecar. Complete
with EML modification kit incl disc brake and
hood. For sale after forthcoming trip to US.
29950 German marks. Janet Maddock.
Fassaroe Bray. Wicklow Ireland. 01 868418.

82 GL1100I with Terraplane, all Wineberry xtra
tourpack on sidecar. Low mileage -20K. New
carlisles all round pager alarm, lots-ochrome
and Markland accessories AM-FM CB tape
intercom. Call for more info. C.W. Walkup
(617)428-9954.

WANTED: Steib TR500 sidecar to mount on /Z
BMW. Also any Steib parts like brakes, lug
nuts, handles, etc. Larry Nahigian, 4321
Arlington, Royal Oak, MI 48072. Days,
(313)652-8990. Eves 549-6133.

WANTED: Watsonian sidecar two seater w/or
without bike. Write or call P. Thomson, RRI,
Box 365, Grape Hollow Rd., Holmes, NY
12531, (914) 8555298.

78 Honda CB750F with all-metal globe sidecar.
14,000 mi. 850cc oil cooler, fork brace, air
shocks, new tires, chain and extras. Immac.
$2400 OBO, (714) 540-9580. Don Church,
323 Princeton Dr., Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Watsonian Monza with Guzzi Eldorado mounts.
Very good condition. $1200.

WANTED: Mounts for 1980 850 Suzuki for
sidecar above if not sold. Robert Duncan. 407-
16 St., Port Huron, MI 48060. (313)982-4052.

Harley sidecar, 1982, factory painted brilliant
red. Excellent condition. Cast wheel w/dual
white stripe. Goodyear tire. $2700 or B/0.
Steven Yagoda, 141 Livingston St., Room 601,
Brooklyn, NY 11201.

1979 Classic Harley-Davidson sidecar, fully
loaded: lights, bars, antennas; sidecar even has
its own radio-cassette, CB, stereo. Must see to
appreciate. Call (602)267-1271 Callie Smith,
4902 E. Willetta, Phoenix, AZ 85008. $8500.

1971 BMW R75/5 with Calif. Friendship SC.
74K, engine + trans rebuilt at 50K. Dual plugs,
subframe new tires, Dyna 3 ignition. Asking
$2550. This rig runs and handles great. Joe
Dille, Lansdale PA (215)855-9834.

California sidecar and 1980 Kawasaki 440 (6-
speed trans) 4000 miles. Excellent condition,
Truly looks like new. $1395. Phone after 6
p.m. Michigan (313)878-6548.

1979 full-dressed Harley sidecar with radio &
cassette. 2-tone tan. Sidecar-radiocassette-CB.
Lots of chrome and extras, bullets, light-bars
and lights, $8500 Call (602) 267-1271 or see
me at 4902 E. Willetta #3, Phoenix AZ 85008.

1980 Honda Gold Wing 1100cc with 1983
California sidecaBlack w/gold stripes, plexi4
fairing, adj. sissybar, custom Dressers floor
boards, positive shift, luggage rack. $2500
OBO. (404)886-7307. Toccoa, GA.

1986 Motorvation Formula II sidecar. Excellent
condition, low mileage, torsion convertible
top, mounted on GL 1100. Paid $3850, sell for
$2995. Robert Berger, 101 6th St., Mendota,
Illinois 61342. Phone (815) 539-9402.

1986 Watsonian Oxford sidecar, black. New
price $3200. Must sell! $2200. Sidecar located
in San Antonio, TX. For arrangements to see it
or further information call Daryl Tumbleson at
(205)347-4957.
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Classifieds
WANTED - FOR SALE - EXCHANGE - These ads run for two consecutive issues for a small
fee. A handy form is included for your convenience. SECOND TIME ADS

1965 BMW R69S Black - runs good. Earles fork. New
tires. $1400. 1974 Jupiter sidecar and subframe to fit
1970 and 1976 BMW. Air shock and pump. $1000.
Buddy Burbeck, 704 No. 15th St., Moorhead, MN
56560, (218)233-6766.

1969 650 Lightning BSA with 1984 Jawa Velorex
sidecar, complete w/top. Good condition. Building
house, must sell. $1000. Chuck Giebell, Pennsboro,
WV 304-659-2833.

Cycle Kamp utility trailer, 3x6. Good cond, maroon
$375. 200-lb capacity tows perfectly. Rod, (619)
4217960, 6 - 10 eves, Chula Vista, CA.

1980 DNEPR with sidecar. 4 speed with reverse.
650cc 12,000 km. Good condition, red tool kit and
lots of extras. Asking $2300 Call Brian Kuraitis,
(403) 437-5101, 11220 - 54 Ave., Edmonton,
Alberta, Can. T6HOV6.

Motovation Spyder Tl 5 gal. fuel system, opt. air shock
and gauge, Tonneau, rain top, Quartz lt. mirror, D.
brake system, turn signals, rack, chromed, all factory
options. 7000 miles $2000 OBO. Lowell Sites,
Grove City, Ohio, (614) 875-5304.

1980 Suzuki GS 1000L with matching black Califor-
nia sidecar. Low miles with extras. $2800. Call or
write J. Lecka, Rt. 10 #7 Sleepy Hollow Lane,
Johnson City TN 37604. Phone (615) 9260863

83 CB1000C 8900 mi. Shaft, dual range trans. 3 discs,
air shocks. New tires batt. Fairing/Squire S.C. Cony.
top, rollbar, trunk. Color matched. Excel cond.
Beaut handling rig. $3500. (619) 724-6758

Equalean sidecar, latest model with spare wheel &
jack. Used less than 1500 miles,  Need stationary
chair, price $1595. Warren Lawson, PO Box 1023,
Modesto, CA 95353 (209) 626-4487.

1982 Aspencade w/Terraplane. Color matched - brown
- cb -intercom, tape, Am-Fm. Lots of chrome. Light
bars on trunk and saddlebags. 9500 miles. $5995.
W.E. Steele, 2050 ROC Rosa Dr. N.E. Palm Bay,
FLA 32905 (305) 6765211.

Watsonian Monza with Guzzi Eldorado mounts. Very
good condition $1200. Robert Duncan, 407-16 St.,
Port Huron, MI 48060 (313) 9824052.

84 Wing, Earles forks, sharp. Watsonian Oxford,
extras. Must sell, $6000 or BO. Stan Vorgias, (815)
923-2521, 10005 Fairlane, Union IL 60180.

1961 BMW with rebuilt 900/6 engine/trans. Ural
sidecar. New tires and battery. Many extras. Sharp.
$4500 or best offer. Bill Hopkins, 1744 Jonathon
St., Vista, CA 92803, (619) 726-6034.

Hondamatic 750 with Jupiter sidecar. Mint. 6540 act.
ALh I miles. Extras. $2900. Yamaha XC180K
scooter w/Cal. sidecar. Mint. Only 1053 miles.
$1800. Trade either/ mi both up/down for 4x4. J.
Croghan, 8103 NE Blakely Heights Dr., Bainbridge
Is. WA 98110 or call (206) 8428075 6-9 PM.

1962 BMW R69-S w/Watsonian FLIGT sidecar.
68000 on BMW, rebuilt, restored, complete. Bike &
car painted cream & burgandy striped to match.
Next to show quality but very rideable. Asking
$4200. Days - (219) 422-1950, Ft. Wayne, IN.
Nights (219) 432-7632.

Service: Neval, Dnepr, Ural, BMW, NSU. Also BMD's
(Dnepr Neval - Ural with BMW engine.) E. Schulz,
400 Colborne St., Midland, Ai Ont. L4R-2K4 or ph.
(705)T.2/ 526-2558 Canada.

1980 Yamaha YS1100 with 1986 Velorex sidecar. 300
miles on sidecar. Joe Allen, 25 So. Grove St., East
Orange NJ. (201) 624-7025 days. $2400. (201)
6744858 nights.

Steib TR500 classic BMW sidecar. Perfect condition.
$3500 or best. Milt (312) 679-1008.

WANTED: Motorvation Spyder -car. Will trade
Motorvation coupe Royale in excellent condition.
Grady Vann, 3524 Ranch Rd East, Altus OK 73521.
(405) 477-1998.

New 1986 H-D FLTC w/factory sidecar. Sugg. ret.
$14,161. Sacrifice $12,161. Call or write Joe at H-D
of Glendale 3717 San Fernando Rd., Glen44,0 dale,
CA 91204 (818)246-5618.
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Manufacturers & Services
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Bookshop
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Advertizement
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Application Form
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