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Notes from the President......

USCA NATIONAL
COMMITTEE
Connie Brown - Ambassador

Ed Johnson -- AMA Liaison

Al Roach - Membership Contact

Don Swanke - Emergency Contact

Jim Rubens - Historian

Les Garlinghouse - Latin American Corre-
spondent

As Hal said, I have been working my tail
off. Just returned from Korea where I had been
invited by NBC to advise them on how to
operate electric sidecar units. These units will
be used by newspeople to cover the 1988
Olympic 6 mile marathon. You may recall this
type of unit had been used by ABC for cover-
age of similar events in Los Angeles last year.
Saw a few local sidecar units, but not as many
as I would have thought.

I am looking forward with great anticipa-
tion to visiting with many sidecarists at the
1987 Canadian summer rally in person. Some
will come from England, the Continent,
Mexico, and other countries, so it will indeed
be a truly International Brotherhood week.
Many contacts made remain as lifelong
friends. By sending your pre-registration to Ed
Johnson, we can better plan for your comfort-
able stay. Ed reports a steady stream of pre-
registrations are already on hand.

For those with a long vacation period,
why not catch the Mid America Heritage Fest
in New Ulm July 17-19, then drive to the
International Sidecar Rally at Kitchener,
Ontario, July 23-26, then drop down to the
Sturgis Rally in South Dakota in early August?
Should be an interesting tour.

According to reports from the Federation
of Sidecar Clubs in England, the motorcycle/
sidecar industry is solidly behind celebrating
Watsonia's 75th anniversary to be held at the
National Motor Cycle Museum in Birming-
ham, August 28 through 31. Bob Parsons, of
the Fed, is handling pre-registrations. How-
ever, a group tour is being organized from here
which includes a special deal on air fare, car
rental, and accommodation. It will be open
ended so it can be tailored to your needs.
Contact me for specific details. Truly, it is
hands across the sea. You will see many
different sidecar units from several countries.
An experience of a lifetime. Cost will prob-
ably be less than $1500. Join us if you have
the time, interest, and funds.

Hal has already reviewed the problem of
renewals, memberships and computer foul-ups
elsewhere. We try our best, but - the best laid
plans somtimes go astray. We are getting back
on track nicely. Do not hesitate to express any
concerns you have. We can always use con-
structive criticism if you really wish to help.

Doug Bingham
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From where I sit
Hal Kendall:

This month I would like to allay some
concerns that may have arisen concerning the
health of our Association. The wound we re-
ceived from our association with the Manage-
ment Association was minor, not terminal. On
the positive side, the adversity created brought
out the best in our sometimes complacent execu-
tive committee. With our backs to the wall and
our very survival threatened by the collapse of
the Management Association, all executive
members literally threw their shoulders to the
wheel and brought order out of chaos. Gone was
the occasional bickering and the odd snide
remarks. Volunteer help sprang up in all direc-
tions and in all forms.

The bottom line is that nothing gets done
unless someone does it. And, being an executive
person brings lots of headaches, very little glory
and no income. Does anyone want these jobs -
PLEASE. It does get weary. And, our committee
was getting long in the tooth. Without volunteers
it made sense, at the time, to get a Management
Association to handle the day by day running of
the organization. This Management Association
came highly recommended and had good creden-
tials. They bombed - totally. What went wrong is
not important. The important thing is that out of
the ashes came a stronger, leaner and more
meaningful dialog among the committee.

Sometimes we would like to be like the
GRWWA or the BMW clubs, or the AMA itself.
But, our size, less that two thousand active
members, cannot support paid professional help.
So, primarily, we are, and will continue to be, a
volunteer association run by volunteers and
staffed by volunteers. You will be asked to serve,
according to your capabilities and interests. And,
from time to time, you will suffer burnout. No
problem. There is another volunteer waiting in
the wings ready to assist. Just ask Ed.

In the months to follow, we will develop a
policy to utilize your volunteer services more
fully.

Closer to home (Texas) we are about to
have a mandatory motorcycle helmet law,
SB144, introduced by Senator Bill Lyon. It has
passed the Senate. It is on its way to the House
before being returned to the Senate. On behalf of
our sidecarists, I have urged that they exempt
forcing a helmet on six month old Shauna
Kennedy's head (see "Sidecarist," Feb-Mar
1987). These laws, if passed and enforced, can
upset our traditional family way of life.

Also, on the Beltway 8 toll bridge, right in
my own back yard, the Texas Turnpike Associa-
tion had the audacity to charge my sidecarists a 3
axle rate. You can bet your bottom dollar they
felt my wrath. Gets a little tiresome when the
battle is won but the brush fires continue.

And still closer to home, our Katy Freeway
has a mass transit lane for any vehicle holding at
least two riders, but excluding all motorcycle/
sidecar outfits no matter how many riders are
aboard. Makes no sense at all. Hey, you Texans
and Houstonians, I cannot do it all. How long
will you continue to lay down and let the bureau-
cracy run over you? Let's hear your thoughts on
how to get the atrocity resolved.

Good news, and one other chapters may use
(for free): Al Weisinger, our Chapter Director,
told me the other day our local postal kitty was
exhausted. He was downcast. Then he showed up
at the next meeting with a new Bell helmet (full
face Star II) generously donated by Paul Wunsch
of Love Cycles. This was raffled off for a goodly
sum to generate funds for our mailings. Way to
go, A.C.

Thanks Paul.

Those who want to thank Paul personally
may visit his shop at 5311 Larkin St., just two
blocks northeast of the intersection of T.C. Jester
and 1-10, inside the 610 Loop around Houston.
Or call him at (713) 868-5683. They are a full
service center for Japanese bikes and their shop
holds more national racing records than all other
shops in Houston. They also have jigs and
fixtures to straighten and align most any two or
three-wheeled vehicle.
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Finally, as we go to press, we are still
straightening out the membership records. In
fact, that is why the Feb-Mar issue arrived in
early April. But, we are playing catchup. We
hope to be on schedule soon. Certainly one more
issue to you before the rally with (we hope) the
Emergency Contact pullout section.

Donations for the English translation of the
German Sidecar Manual will be welcome. For
only $5,00 you can own this new manual used
for sidecar training in Germany (but theirs is in
German and difficult for us to read). Just send
your $5.00 to the USCA, c/o Hal Kendall at 711
Plainwood Drive, Houston, Tex 77079. The
manuals should be ready for posting this month.

Finally, who can read French, or German, or
Japanese, or Italian? Or other languages? From
time to time, I receive very exciting news of and
about sidecars or sidecaring. But, I cannot trans-
late. If anyone can do even a rough translation
into English, I can greatly expand your reading
interests. Contact me at the above address.

From where I sit..



Vol 11 Number 3                                  Page 6                                                    Apr/May 1987

Editors Notes

I have just finished putting to-
gether the April/May 1987 issue of
THE SIDECARIST, and, as it turns
out, this will be the last issue I plan
to do. I had high hopes and aspira-
tions when I agreed to give it a try,
but time, that relentless enemy of
man, has convinced me that I have
overburdened myself.

I am still the editor of the Texas
Motorcycle Roadriders Association
magazine, a publication which aver-
ages some 60 pages monthly, and the
volunteer (read "unpaid") time re-
quired is close to 80 hours per month.
In addition, I am a volunteer worker
for The Lighthouse of Houston, an
organization serving those who are
blind and/or deaf.

Prior to my attempting THE
SIDECARIST, I was working a mini-
mum of 28 hours a month for this
organization. At this time, I am not
able to contribute a single hour to
them. This bothers me, for it is a task
which provides possibly more per-
sonal satisfaction than anything else I
have ever done. I was in the process
of becoming a certified braillist and
had to drop out. I would like to con-
tinue this pursuit and, if you can hack
it, you are looking at eight months of
hard study and practice.

When I retired from a major oil
company, my wife and I vowed to do
even more motorcycle riding - to go
more places and do more things. We
now average 10 to 12,000 miles a
year on our motorcycles, and it is
obvious that any attempt to edit and
paste up two motorcycling publica-
tions will seriously inhibit our riding
time - and riding activities are very
vital to our enjoyment of the totality
of life.

I guess, in a nutshell, I just had to
make a choice as to time priorities,
and, having been a two-wheeler for
over 40 years, this category of motor-
cycling will always be my first love.

TMRA is a close-knit and very
personal type organization, and the
some 15 years of close involvement
with it is not easily thrown away.
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Letters
Dear Editor,

I have been riding solo and sidecar outfits
since 1943 when I was 15 years old. Now my
wife, who began riding solo in 1959, wants to
learn to drive the sidecar rig. I don't want her to
learn bad habits so I have ordered the "Sidecar
Manual" and we both will study it closely as I
teach her the art of sidecar driving.

Buddy Burbeck Moorhead MN.

Dear Buddy,
The best manual for this is the "Sidecar

Operator's Manual" available from our book
shop in Van Nuys, CA. This manual should be
required reading for every future sidecarist. Let
us know how the coaching lessions worked out.

Hal

Doug,
Thank you for the information that you sent

to us. We look forward to seeing you in Canada
this year. We are really excited about riding this
year. This will be our second year with a sidecar -
"there is no other way to go." We started a
motorcycle club last February which may turn
into a sidecar club. A lot of people want a side-
car. We are trying to bring these riders to Canada.
Last year we had six riders go to the rally with
us. This year we expect to see ten or more. See
you on the road.

Thanks again,

Richard & Vivian Krause Mifflenburg, PA

.
Dear Editor,

Just received the December issue and enjoy
the articles very much. I get quite a shimmy at
low speeds. I have made a number of adjust-
ments to the outfit but cannot correct the low
speed wobble. Your articles on steering dampers
were very interesting but the price is high. Are
there less expensive units? I have a '82 Yamaha
650 Maxim with a Velorex sidecar. My right leg

was amputated above the knee but I drive my rig
with only minimum modifications.

I turned 72 years young in March and
generally ride by myself. There are not many
bikers in my area. In the Lake George area there
are several bike clubs which are only an hour's
drive away.

I enjoyed Ann Japenga's article on "BAM"
(Bikers Against Manslaughter) and will see if I
can participate. I have a phone, a rope, and can
tow a disabled sidecar outfit. Motorcycle repair
shops are not close to me however.

In a few weeks we should be out motorcy-
cling again. At the moment we still have several
feet of snow on the ground but the warm rains
(37 degrees) should soon melt the snow.

Keep up the good work and thanks for
providing a wonderful magazine.

Ken Crewell, Berne, N. J.

(Note - Doug sent Ken information on
steering dampers - HAK)
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Letters
Dear Editor,

Enclosed with check for renewal are two
pictures of my recently completed rig. Of interest
are the 15" wheels and tires "all round."

After one full season of use we have had
very few teething problems and are looking
forward to another season of riding.

The 1000 cc with 5 speed, updated brakes,
radial tires and relatively light weight, give this
machine surprizing all round performance in a
1962/2, 1974 Jawa combination.

Sincerely,

Lavern Brown Plainview, NE

Dear Mr. Roach,
We have approximately 25 of the Brook-It

field Collectors Guild Limited Edition sidecar
belt buckles that were made for Harley-David-
son. They are three-dimensional and picture a
scene with an early 1920s Harley and sidecar
outfit. There were only 3000 made, all num-
bered. Individually, they will go for $23.95 each.

Thank you.

Cliff Steimle Parts Manager

Members should contact Cliff at H-D of El
Cajon, 621 El Cajon Blvd., El Cajun, California
92020 or phone (619) 444-1123.

News from Overseas
Suomen Sivuvaunuyhdistys - The Finnish
Sidecar Association

The Finnish Sidecar Association was fou-
41,d almost 8 years ago and now has 130
membliOs. Their news journal, "Vaunu," is
published every four months. Heikki Arvelin
(33) is the chairman and hails from Paimela in
the south of Finland. Heikki, a graphic designer
is married with two sons, Joonas 5 and Juuso 9
months. His Goldwing Interstate is hitched to a
QM7 Squire, the first QM7 to arrive in Finland.

Heikki and three friends just returned from
the winter January Krystall Rally in Norway. The
Wing becomes very stiff in the minus 20 to
minus 40 degree F temperatures and they camp
in heated tents. About 150 sidecarists were at the
rally. The round trip to Norway covered 1367
miles in six days.

Later the DSK (Danish Sidecar Club)
treasurer, Preben Christensen drove down from
Denmark to Finland to attend the Finnish winter
rally or Talviralli in February.

Heikki Arvelin, 17120 Paimela, Finland
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Letters
Hi Hal,

I've loved reading all your articles in the
Sidecarist and I am continually amazed at your
productivity. I have a R60/6 BMW that I am
going to re-do to better haul my sidecar.

My question concerns after market leading
link front ends. I have written for information on
the Pelco and also the Unit Fork kits. Are there
other manufacturers I should consider? Any
information would be much appreciated.
Thanks,

William P. O'Connor, Baltimore, MD 21214

Dear Bill,
Although I know little about BMWs it is my

understanding that the BMW R60/6 is a solid
machine for hauling sidecars and is (or should
be) fitted with Earles Type leading link forks.

Why fit after market link forks? Regardless
- from all accounts the Unit Fork is well written
up. Don't know much about Pelco except what I
read. Apparently, it is another good unit. Other
units you may consider are Wasp and EML. The
EML is a little pricey but has a good reputation.

Perhaps other readers may contribute first
hand experiences on any of the above.

Regards, Hal

March 31, 1987
Richard Katz, Chairman,

Assembly Transportation Committee

3146 State Capitol, Sacramento Ca 95814
Re: AB 36
Dear Mr. Katz:

Please consider amending the above legisla-
tion to exclude from its coverage sidecar
equipped motorcycles. Many sidecars are fully
enclosed and are fitted with seat belts and/or
rollhars. Further, it is often not possible to find
helmets to properly fit small children, the addi-
tion of which to our family was the reason why
we, and many others, got into sidecaring.

Sidecaring is very much a family activity
and has proven itself to be very safe. The poten-
tial for falling down simply isn't there with a
three wheeled vehicle. Sidecar equipped motor-
cycles are much more comparable to a sportscar
than to a two-wheeled motorcycle in terms of
risk exposure. But because they are so scarce,
and therefore unique, they are readily noticed by
the rest of the motoring public and the liklihood
of accident is even further reduced. Even Great
Britain, which has a very strict helmet law, has
excluded sidecars.

Thank you very much for your consider-
ation. If I may provide any further information
regarding sidecars, please do not hesitate to
contact me. The United Sidecar Association, an
organization of over 2,000 members nationwide
is prepared to work with the Legislature to
resolve this issue of concern to our members.

Dan C. Doyle

United Sidecar Association

1310 Gold Rush Way Penryn, Ca 95663

(916) 663-2201 - home

(916) 427-4814 - work
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Tires
Dear Hal,

You and I are shoulder-to-shoulder as to
what constitutes a good tire for a sidecar outfit. I
have perhaps been nearer to two major obstacles
to good fitment - product availability and the
fiercely-held loyalties of the owner.

Availability - If Metzler continues to manu-
facture the excellent Block "C" (and later "K")
tire, it is not destined for our markets. The
configuration is no longer cataloged, no longer
shown in their descriptive brochures. This in
addition to being an excellent sidecar tire was a
dandy cure for Truimphs that speed wobbled and
dumped riders off on their collarbones. (Accord-
ing to Metzler they are still available. Order
through your cycle dealer - HAK)

The unique tread block reappeared on the
very first Bridgestone Mag Mopus front tires,
then disappeared. I happily fitted an example to
one of my bikes - the rounded profile went West
rather quickly, but the sweet feel crossing the
pavement centerline had been mostly recaptured.
This tire, too, has gone away.

Hap Jones - California, is the tire distributor
whom I'd turn to for the Avon SMII and yes, I did
try an order to them - one time. The tire was back
ordered, the back order was never filled and I got
interested in other projects.

The Avon SMII special sidecar tire is listed
only in a 3.50x19 size, Whereas this was once a
dominant fitment, it is now an old fashioned
minority. The luxo-tourers have gone elsewhere -
the sport bikes display a jumble of sizes, (Ac-
cording to Avon they are available in 4.00 x18.
Order through your cycle dealer)

This leaves automobile radials, where the
news is mixed, Availability of the "narrow
radials" has been poor and is getting poorer. I did
relace two rear wheels for my outfits so as to
mount SR155x15 auto radials and squirreled
away an EXTRA tire at the time - just in case. If
I lose one far from home, my security blanket is
only a phone call away, (Michelins and Klebers
are available in in 135515 and also 145SR15).

4The performance has peen phenomenal -
27,000 miles on one of them, 33,000 on the other
and still going.

Angrily defended loyalties - Along with
other examples of obstinacy I have known, I
would rank the cycle owner who has prepared
with two new tires already mounted and bubble
balanced. This guy has leaned heavily upon (1)
descriptive tire literature and (2) the advice of a
trusted friend. Now here I am telling him some-
thing that he doesn't want to hear and damn well
isn't going to believe. There are enough other
places where I have to break the news gently. I
refuse to get bruised over that one.

Optimum happiness becomes less elusive as
we get this dude running closer to the ground and
as we get the tire patches cooperating with one
another. This is my area of fanaticism.

By now apparent - I've been stalling off
admission that I've been getting along, possibly
less than optimum, mostly by use of motorcycle
tires. They're easily available - almost always the
owner-rider has fitted just new or too good to
throw away. So I do not buck too hard unless -
rarely - we've run into a bad actor.

Rumor has it that Metzler is preparing a
new luxo-bike front tire based upon the same
tread pattern as their Marathon rear, in pursuit of
low and mid range stability and a couple of other
nice sounding phrases. The Lazer is overly
sensitive for some areas of the front tire market,

Among the motorcycle tires, what makes
me most comfortable? The squared off tires of
yesteryear, of course, Then once one comes to
grips with the image of Bridgestone as decently
mediocre original equipment tires, and recog-
nizes that it is possible to buy good, better, best
from the same company, one must credit the
Bridgestone Spitfire as equal to the very best on
the market. For their long distance tire, they
claim nylon sidewalIs and Kevlar belts.

My opinion is that Michelin has never built
a bad tire. I have never seen the Michelin tire that
did not balance with a minimal amount of



Vol 11 Number 3                                  Page 11                                                    Apr/May 1987

Tires

REGISTER FOR EMERGENCY AND FRIENDSHIP
CONTACTS (USCA MEMBERS ONLY)

The USCA is asking for volunteers from the members for the EMERGENCY AND FRIEND-
SHIP CONTACT SYSTEM. These listings are for emergency help, sidecaring socialization, or both,
depending on your preference.

The Emergency Only category is to provide aid during a breakdown, accident, theft, etc. The
Friendship Only category is an open invitation for sidecarists passing through to stop and say Hi.

Yes! I would like to volunteer for emergency contact, sidecaring socialization, or both:

State:_________ Town:__________________  First Name:______________________

Phone:______/________________ Membership:_________ Number ZIP Code:______

EMERGENCY ONLY [___] FRIENDSHIP ONLY BOTH [___]

Send this form to: Don Schwanke, Big Springs - Rt. 1, P.O. Lecompton, KS 66050

weight, run true on a good wheel and steer
comfortably. Their M-45 and M-48 (are the
numbers right?) were exceptionally forgiving
tires, superior in the wet.

Continental's Contitwins - the RB-2 for
some reason was never as spooky as other rib
tires - perhaps Continental knew something
additional about sidewalls.

The K-112 (rear) tire fitted on the front
wheel, where applicable lacked some of the
"locked-on" feel of the Michelin, but you'd never
miss it. The V-twin series has caused some loss
of faith among the solo bike riders. (Usually
thinner and more flexible sidewalls to dissipate
heat buildup,not a good sidecar tire - HAK)

After that, it is a great desert out there. The
drop to the next level of performance is like

stepping off the tailgate of your pickup truck.

One time I had the opportunity to ride a new
Honda Goldwing with the EML sidecar, leading
link forks, small wheels and radial tires. Sidecar
Restorations had really done the number on the
outfit. However, the alignment was so casual as
to create an unfair test. Three different tires had
three different wear patterns - the sidecar's tire
was shredding feathers off the sides of the tread.
I would have liked to have taken it home, in-
stalled new tires and realigned it so that the
wheels cooperated. The low center of gravity
promised exceptional cornering but not in the
shape it was in.

Cordially,

John Ewing Lafayette, Indiana
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Tires - II
WARNING - Potential for
Disaster
H. A. Kendall

Many letters and articles have extolled the
virtues (and there are many) of fitting auto tires,
especially in 15" sizes, to the rear wheel of a
motorcycle sidecar outfit. Now comes the flip
side.

One member, Lloyd Saylor of Fort Wayne,
Indiana, took John Procter's letter seriously
(Sidecarist, July 1986). John lives in England
where narrow radial tires such as 125SR15s or
135SR15s are common. They are OEM equip-
ment for Citroen 2CVs. The Fed's in their infinite
wisdom have banned the 2CV just because they
cannot comply with CARB's tight smog control
regulations. There is little demand for these tires
(except WE know where they are, don't we).

John found the Firestone S211 to be supe-
rior to the Michelin or Uniroyal. Unfortunately,
he did not state two other critical dimensions -
rim width, or tire width. My guess is the former
was 3.00 inches, and the latter was 135 mm. The
smallest imported Firestone tire in America is a
165 so Lloyd purchased a Firestone S211 P165
SR15. After all, he had been running a Dunlop
165 on his 1984 Honda Aspencade but that was a
motorcycle tire.

To John's surprise and horror, that tire blew
up during installation while trying to seat the
bead. As this was done by an authorized Honda
dealership, it must be supposed that the dealer
knew what he was about. The tire was being
pressured up to get it to seat on the bead at the
time it exploded. On behalf of Firestone, the
Firestone dealer made an immediate refund. That
dealer said it surprised him as there was no way
to blow the bead of a S211. Something is wrong!

So, another identical S211 was obtained and
this time fitted by a friend. It was installed using
two 10" tire irons and a rubber mallet with a little
WD40 to slick the bead. The tire was aired up
three or four times to set the beads. One side
popped up and seated as it should. But, the other
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d) For any given tire size there is an opti-
mum rim width and a small range of rim widths
on either side of optimum that that tire will work
properly with. The optimum tire/rim ratio for a
motorcycle is not the same as the optimum tire/
rim ratio for an automobile.

For example, a 155SR15 series 80 automo-
bile tire requires a 4-1/2" rim (+1/2"), whereas a
155 motorcycle tire takes a 3-1/2" rim but can be
fitted to a 3" rim.

The 165SR auto tire should mount onto an
auto rim of 5 to 6 inches wide. You really want to
fit it to a 3" rim? Honda recommends a motor-
cycle 150/90 tire as the optimum and also the
maximum size for their 3" rim. Even the
135SR15 Kleber auto tire I am running on the
Honda 3" rim should really be fitted to a 4" rim.

The tire when mounted onto the specific rim
size it was intended to be fitted to, will place the
optimum flat footprint on the ground and will
wear evenly when inflated to its design pressure.
But, when you fit it onto a very narrow rim, the
tire will be squeezed in and pull the end of the
tread away from the ground. It will, in effect,
become oval, not flat and the center will wear
down. That is why those oversize tires retain
their clearance between the swing arms. To
compensate for the center wear you run the tires
underinflated which causes the sidewalls to flex,
get hot and life is reduced. Those who have fitted
Michelin 165SR15s onto those 3" Honda rims
may wish to seriously reconsider their tire sizes
when it becomes necessary to replace them.

Additionally, as the tire gets hot it can grow,
sideways. That 0.5 inch clearance you were so
proud when you first fitted the tire new and cold,
may now be close to zero. Add a 1/4 of an inch
of mud to the sidewall as you participate in that
cross country race and something's gonna rub.

Another critical factor is the method of
sealing and the bead locking feature found on
some motorcycle rims. Honda, in order to main-
tain their contract to supply bikes to the CHP,
had to guarantee the rim would lock into the
bead of the tire and allow that bike to be driven a

Tires - II
side did not stop when it popped but continued to
climb the rim until the tire exploded - right in his
friend's face. Knocked him back and scared the
heck out of him. He later passed out but recov-
ered. He was fortunate. I have known individuals
who were killed while pressuring up truck tires
with split rims that had not been properly seated.

WARNING - Any time you fit any tire, be
fully aware that, until the tire has fully settled
down and is installed on the vehicle, it is a
potential bomb. Treat it with extreme care. Keep
your hands and face out of the way. Preferably,
air the tire within a steel tire cage designed for
that purpose.

In reviewing this situation, several points
come to mind. The fitting of tires involves more
than just getting a tire from a dealership and
installing it. It is deadly serious. As other readers
tell you what worked for them do not automati-
cally assume that it will work for you. At this
time, I offer several theories for what happened:

a) A bad batch of tires.

b) A bad rim.

c) An incorrect tire/rim combination.

d) Improper fitment technique.

e) Some combination of the above.

Firestone may check these tires at their
facility and we may learn more in depth of what
happened. Meanwhile, consider this:

a) Firestone has a good reputation. Their
tires do not normally explode. But, it can happen
to anyone's tires.

b). Both tires exploded in an identical
manner and at about the same position on the
sidewall, beginning from the bead and tearing up
about 75% of the sidewall in a fairly clean tear.

c) This particular rim (a 3.00 Honda 15"
cast alloy wheel) had taken a Dunlop 150 previ-
ously and is fitted with a Carlyle 150 now. But,
both of these tires are motorcycle tires, not
automotive tires. The rim, itself, does not appear
to be the culprit.
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minimum of sixty miles with a flat tire, a re-
quirement that is not required of the typical four
wheel buggy. This they did by oversizing their
rim to 15.080" (vs the conventional auto rim of
14.968") and more importantly, by creating a
locking ridge on the inner walls of the rim. Thus,
whereas the standard auto tire will "pop" easily
and seat the bead, that same tire will be very
difficult to seat correctly when fitted onto the
Honda motorcycle rim.

Some dealers claim it takes up to 90 psi to
seat the bead and there is no problem. But, when
these exessive pressures are used, far beyond
what the manufacturer intended or designed for,
the bead certainly is weakened and may possibly
fail with catastrophic results (as our friend in
Indiana found out). Further, as the valve stem is
rare installed when trying to get the beads to seat
the internal tire pressure is rarely known and can
only be guessed at.

Perhaps you should set the maximum
available pressure when seating tire beads. Most
manufacturers recommend that it should only be
necessary to inflate the tire to its maximum rated
pressure tocause it to seat correctly. This can
usually be done by keeping the tire wetted down
with water, or perhaps soapy water to make the
water slicker. Do not use oil, even WD40.

Remember, we are trying to blend what are
essentially two divergent cultures based on
different specifications. We need to pressure tire
manufacturers to bring us back our sidecar tires
(such as the Avon Triple Duty or the Metzler
Block K) but in modern sizes. Such a tire will
have flexible sidewalls, a flat tread profile, a very
high load factor, tremendous resistance to abra-
sion and able to be broadsliden on a dry pave-
ment at will. And, we need to pressure Honda
into building a wide rim that will accept that auto
tires with ease. Till then, exercise caution and
may the Gods be with you.

Note: Please read John Proctor's later letter
(Dec. '86). His front tire is a 125SR15 and his
rear tire is a 135SR15. All tire manufacturers
warn strongly against fitting auto tires onto

motorcycle rims for the reasons given above.
Product liability. All recommend never to .
exceed 40 psi to seat the beads, even if the tire
may be inflated to a higher normal pressure later
(assuming the tire is designed for a higher pres-
sure).

Inflating a tire is a dangerous procedure.
Compressed air is like dynamite. At 75 psi the
explosion of a 10 x 20 tire can raise a 3000 lb
auto 15 ft in the air, or it can hurl a bowling ball
over the Empire State Building. Each year people
get killed or injured mounting tires. Be sure you
are not one of them.

As a postscript, the P165SR15 auto tire has
a design width of 6.6" when fitted to the correct
rim width of 4-1/2" or a 5" rim. But, when fitted
to a 3" rim the actual width is only 5.875" (by
actual measurement). This compares to a design
width of 5.9" for a M150/90-15 M/C tire fitted to
its M/C design rim width of 3.5", or a P145SR15
auto tire which has a width of 5.8" when fitted to
an auto design rim of 4".

I can personally neither support nor condon
the fitting of oversize tires to incorrect rim sizes.
While it can be done and has been done, it
remains the sole responsibility for the individual
concerned. You have been warned. Some tips
that have been offered which include to not
exceeding 40 or 45 psi, inflating and deflating as
often as necessary (up to 10 times or more) until
the beads seat, use only soapy water or vegetable
oil as a lubricant (never engine oil), polish the
inner rim surface to allow the bead to seat more
easily, install the tire in a tire cage at a truck
shop, etc.

On the other hand, there does not appear to
be any problem when rims are mated to the tires
they are designed for.

For more information on mounting motor-
cycle tires correctly, contact the Rubber Manu-
facturers Assn., 1400 K Street, N.W., Washing-
ton, D.C. 20005. Ask for the Tire Information
Service Bulletin, October 1979, Vol. V, No. 1
(covers mounting tubed tires to spoke rims).

Tires - II
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WHAT THE RUBBER MANUFACTURERS
THOUGHT OF WHAT I THOUGHT WAS
AN EXTREMELY WELL THOUGHT OUT
ARTICLE ON THE USE OF TIRES
SUITABLE FOR SIDECAR USE.  ALSO
NOTE THEIR WELL THOUGHT OUT
ALTERNATIVE SUGGESTIONS!

RMA
RUBBER MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION
April 15, 1987

Mr. Hal Kendall

711 Plainwood Drive Houston, TX 77079

Dear Mr. Kendall:

We have reviewed your article concerning
the fitment of passenger car tires on to motor-
cycle rims for use on sidecars. Frankly, the article
is so misleading and contains such misinforma-
tion that we would suggest it not be published.

Simply stated: passenger car tires are de-
signed and manufactured to be fitted to passenger
car wheel, and vice versa. Motorcycle tires and
wheels are designed and built to be used one
with the other. Any misapplication of tires via
wheels can create an unsafe condition, and
should be avoided. Period.

We would suggest that you so advise your
readers and not attempt to explain away practice
which cannot be condoned.

Sincerely yours,

Thomas E. Cole , VP, Tire Division

Tires - III

WATSONIAN
75TH

ANNIVERSARY
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
Depart LAX August 25th (or other US cities).

Arrive Gatwick, England, August 26th -stay at
nearby hotel.

August 27th: Sightsee London - proceed to
Birmingham.

August 28th: Sightsee at Warwick Castle,
Stratford-on-Avon, Blenheim Palace, etc.,

August 29th: Sidecar rally site open, also
Motorcycle Museum.

August 30th: Rally, museum, Watsonian ban-
quet.

August 31st: Party at Watsonian factory.

COST: $1150 per person, round trip, double
occupancy, rally banquet, etc.

MORE DETAILED
PROGRAM AVAILABLE

FROM DOUG
(818) 780-5542
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Reflections on the Dutch TT
Assen June 1986
By Julian Dellar, Broxbourne, U.K.

A good friend of mine once told me that for
road-racing fans, there were four meetings that I
must attend - The Bol D'or 24 hour endurance
race - The Isle of Man TT week - Daytona - The
Dutch TT at Assen in Holland (until this week-
end, I'd only managed to see the Bol D'or.)

This weekend I was able to attend the TT
meeting in Holland. Although the Dutch organiz-
ers had arranged for a whole week of racing, the
round of the World Championship, held on
Saturday was the "Jewel in the Crown." Over
100,000 race fans converge on Assen from all
over the world. Their arrival is an event in itself,
so much so that the locals line the motorway to
watch them ride in. This is at six in the morning!
(After the racing the crowds were much larger.)

The circuit provides good viewing for the
fans, with huge grass covered embankments set
around it, something which I feel would be a
great idea at other flat circuits. To ensure a good
vantage point it is advisable to arrive very early,
so by 7:30 most of the crowd was in position. At
about 8:00 the untimed practice begins with each
class being given about ten minutes. This gives
the riders a chance to give their bikes a final
shakedown before the racing proper. Some riders
needed the opportunity as they broke down and
had to be collected and returned to the pits.

The racing began promptly at 10:15 with
the 80cc GP. For the British fans there this was a
very exciting but at the end, a disappointing race.
Ian McConnachie fought his way to the front and
on lap nine took the lead from Jorge Martinez.
For the remainder of the race he steadily pulled
away. Would we (the British fans) be cheering
our first ever 80cc winner? Sad to say
McConnachie slid off and could not restart the
bike. Martinez was the winner.

I have never been a lover of "processions"
where the rider leads from start to finish I with-
out anyone able to mount a substantial challenge.

Racing
The 250cc event was just about that, with Ven-
ezuelan Carlos Lavado, an easy winner. Yet it
was an enjoyable race to watch. The
Venezuelan's style was neat and tidy. He never
looked hurried, yet he pulled well ahead of the
field, Second was German, Anton Mang, who
rode well after a bad start, third was Spaniard,
Sito Pons, In the run down lap Pons actually hit
Mang's machine and came to grief just in front of
where I was sitting, As the track marshalls picked
up the bike, Pons could be seen smiling sheep-
ishly, The crowd of course, gave him a huge
cheer, which was responded to with another
broad smile and a wave.

For the Dutch crowd the race of the day was
the sidecar event, Current World Champions
Egbert Streuer and Bernie Schnieders are from
Holland and I have never seen or heard a recep-
tion like they received when they took to the
track, The Dutch team's main rivals were the
Swiss pair of Biland and Waltisperg and on lap
one it appeared that A their rivalry would con-
tinue, Biland led Streuer as they swept past my
vantage point but at the end of the lap, Biland
went into the pits with a clutch problem, Streuer
sent the crowd into raptures as they consolidated
their lead ahead of the French team of Michel
and Fesc, Biland rejoined the race, at least one
lap down, but to his credit, he raced hard and
broke the lap record, also there appeared to be a
camera on his outfit so I expect that Dutch TV
must have gotten some great action shots, then to
the dismay of the home crowd, on lap 11, Streuer
slowed and retired with an ignition problem,
Michel was left in the lead and had a good run to
the finish, Second was the British team of
Webster and Hewitt, a good result for them after
having problems in the practice,

The 500cc event is the one which captures
the imagination of the public and recently this
has been dominated by the Americans, This time
though the winner came from Australia, Wayne
Gardener, The current leader of the champion-
ship, Eddie Lawson, crashed out on the first lap
and took no further part in the day's event,
Although Gardener led for most of the race, the
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excitement was provided by the American Lucky
Strike team of Mamola and Baldwin. ILmola
chased Gardener hard for the lead, IrTit was
unsuccessful, though it was obvious that he was
doing his utmost. Baldwin faired better, for
twelve laps he chased third place man Rob
McElnea, then passed him on the last sprint to
the finish line to win by 0.08 of a second. It was
a very good race.

By now the crowds were beginning to drift
away and the ones who did missed a splendid
duel in the 125cc race between Fausto Gresini
and Luca Gadalora. Both riders were team mates,
or perhaps it would be better to say, they both
ride Garalli machinery. There were certainly no
team orders as each rider fought hard for every
inch of advantage over his rival. There were
others in the race, but everyone's attention was
on the front pair. For a while they were joined by
August Auinger on an MBA but he fell on lap 17.
At the finish the honors went to Cadalora by a
very small margin.

My feelings and memories of the Dutch TT
will be happy and many. The organizers wanted
to provide entertainment and with the good
weather and the commitment of the riders, they
did so. The race commentary was in five lan-
guages which helped all the crowd. There was a
happy atmosphere throughout. Wayne Gardener
and Randy Mamola both said how much they
appreciate and enjoy Assen. Perhaps this is why
Assen is so popular. Everyone is out to do their
best, to enjoy the event to the full. The atmo-
sphere is wonderful and I would recommend to
any road race fan, that this is not an event to
miss.

Racing
SIDECAR RACING
S.R.A. News - March 1987
Sidecar Roadracing for 1987

To our followers and those of you who
enjoy the thrill and action of high speed three
wheel drifts, we will be racing with greater
numbers this year. The majority of our racing
will be done on Canadian tracks, thanks to our
good friend Jack Roxstrum and the R.A.C.E.
Organization.

At this time, I am trying to set up some
racing in the U.S. and some of the prospects look
real good. I am enclosing a R.A.C.E. national
schedule that we will be running.

The Shannonville (Molson) race of July 25-
26 is one that everyone should make a point to
make. It is a great weekend, full of motorcycle
and sidecar racing.

Our R.A.C.E. schedule is as follows:
May 16-17 Mosport, Canada

May 30-31 Sanair, Quebec

July 25-26 Shannonville (Molson weekend)

Aug 15-16 Westwood, B.C.

Sept. 5-6 Shannonville, Canada

For further information please contact:
R.A.C.E. (416) 865-0923

Or, Gary J. Carlson, President, S.R.A.
25885 22 Mile Road

Mt. Clemens, MI 48045

GET IT
ON!
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Attack on the Bonneville
National Sidecar Record
By Skip and Pam Baker, Hollister, CA.

Three of your members are going to estab-
lish three sidecar records toward the-end of
summer. The record attempts will be in the
500cc, 600cc and 1000cc class.

Perry King (movie and TV star and a dedi-
cated sidecarist), along with Pam and Skip Baker
of Hollister will make a triple assault on the
Bonneville National Sidecar record.

Perry King who races automobiles, will
drive for us and lend us his name for the press.
He will drive a Honda Hurricane 1000 purchased
by Skip Baker. Mr. King has starred in "Riptide,
I'll Take Manhatten and Helen Keller-The
Miracle Continues," to name but a few. He drives
a sidecar rig for fun like we all do. We are very
pleased to have him along on this attempt.

Pam Baker will drive her new Honda
Hurricane 600 purchased in February 1987. Pam
and Skip had matching Gold Wings with side-
cars. She also teaches sidecar driving, when
asked, at any rally she attends. Pam has been
driving rigs for 5 years.

Skip Baker will drive his 1984 Honda
Interceptor 500. Skip has written a few articles
for the Sidecarist in the past and has been driving
for 30 years. He is the one that went for the
motocross ride at the Buellton Rally last year.

The sidecar will be built by Doug Bingham
of Watsonian-Side Strider. Doug has something
to do with the Association, but no one has fig-
ured out what. Of Course that's a tease. Mr.
Bingham is the President of our fine Association.
The sidecar will be his Bingham Mark Two,
modified to meet the stringent rules of
Bonneville.

Surface Explorations of Palo Alto, CA is
giving a full fairing for Skip's Interceptor, as well
as fork covers. They manufacture full fairings,
quarter fairings (wind slicks) and other items for
motorcycles.

Avon tires is very interested in helping out
with tires for the record attempt. The tires will be
the new "V" rated Super Venom tires.

Leathers and boots will be supplied by Just
Leathers of San Jose, CA and meet the require-
ments of Bonneville.

KNTV of San Jose, CA would like to do
anig, article on us. Press releases have been sent
to the motorcycle magazines to see if they are
interested. Perry King will do some promotions
as well.

Steering dampers will be designed and built
by S&P Machining, owned by Skip and Pam.

Dan Doyle (Skinny Guy) offered to cook for
the racers. We said sure, as long as we don't have
to drink gruel.

If anyone would like to come out and cheer
us on, there is a K.O.A. just 10 miles from
Bonneville and motels in Wendover, Nevada.
Please come if you can. The dates are August 23-
29, 1987.

Racing

INTERESTED
IN BACK ISSUES

OF THE SIDECARIST?
WE HAVE MOST ISSUES

AVAILABLE BACK TO
JANUARY 1980

SEND A SASE FOR LISTING
TO:

UNITED SIDECAR
ASSOCIATION, INC.

633 OGDEN RD.
NEW LENOX, ILLINOIS 60451
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Industrial News
Sidecars for Bicycles
Now available from Sweden.

Made from steel tubing 0.87" dia. and
weighing 22 lbs, the Al-Mek Sidecar can be
yours for less than $200. The sidecar readily
clamps to your bicycle and is equipped with a
20" x 1.75" tire. The floor is of expanded steel
mesh and a child sidecar seat is readily fitted.
Now you can exercise and carry your children
safely with you.

For more information contact:

Lars-Mangus, Grenestam, Al-Mek, Alras,
59030, Borensberg, Sweden

Pelco LL Forks
Robert Pelikan, owner of Pelco Industries

and designer of a leading link suspension kit, has
recently sold the manufacturing rights for his kit
to the California Sidecar Company. (These units
were described in the "Sidecarist," January ‘87).

The standard Twin Shock Unit is now $545
(not $595) - other prices the same. May be used
on most Japanese machines and BMWs.

For more information, call (800) 824-1523
or (714) 891-1033.

SIVAKO - from Sweden
Rolf Akerberg of Malmo, Sweden

Malmo, produces two styles of sidecars -
the "Nova" is shown in black and white while the
"Stella" is in basic black.

The "Nova" features two double seats in
tandem suitable for two children (maximum age
10 years) in the rear and two children slightly
older in front. The right front chair can slide
rearwards to accommodate an adult leaving two
seats for children. This is the black and white
sidecar. It has 4 cu ft of luggage space, sells for
19,000 Sw. Crowns and weighs 260 lbs.

The "Stella" has a single seat for an adult
plus a child side by side but has 8 cu ft of lug-
gage space, sells for 18,000 Sw. Crowns and
weighs 230 lbs.

Both sidecars can be finished in any stock
color (gel coat) and feature a 16" tire/wheel with
brake assembly mounted on a swing arm with
spring suspension. Length is 90 ", width is 38"
and inside width is 30".

For more information contact Rolf
Akerberg at Stora Tradgardsgatanat 2, 21128
Malmo Sweden.

The Nova sidecar by Malmo
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Keep Those Elbows Bent -
H.A. Kendall

The astute reader may recall I offered what I
felt was sage advice in the Dec.'86 Sidecarist
(how to ease the pain when your rig is pulling to
one side). The remedy of stiffening your arm to
reduce the strain was an emergency action I
thought appropriate if you were caught unaware
with an incorrectly aligned rig. Dr. Mitchell
Goldflies, our Orthopaedic Surgeon from Chi-
cago and sidecar instructor, promptly and cor-
rectly slapped my writing wrist. What follows is
a correct treatise on the topic.

Sidecar driving requires much more muscle
effort than does solo driving, especially if the
trail has not been reduced to make the rig easier
to steer. If the rig is correctly aligned the only
effort should be for course direction which
should be temporary. A constant pull in either
direction is especially tiring. Just carry a brick at
arm's length for an hour or so.

While the extended arm is more stable it
also puts a lot of stress on the muscle attach-
ments around the elbow joint. Even small loads,
when applied to the extended arm, can cause the
muscles to tear from their attachment points.
This is what causes tennis elbow, or golfer's
elbow, or even weight lifter's elbow.

But the elbow is more comfortable and
more efficient when bent at about 30 degress (or
an included angle of about 150 degrees). When
seated, try to maintain this position of the elbow
comfortably between your body and your handle-
bars. The shoulder muscles are actually weaker
than the muscles around the elbow joint.

If your elbow muscles tire you are probably
out of shape and a situation easily corrected by a
season of weight lifting under the direction of a
good coach in this field.

But, what to do if the rig is pulling to one
side? Use the "anti-gravity" muscles or the ones
that normally fight the effect of gravity, They are
the biceps on the upper surface of the upper arm
and the elbow flexors.

Driving Fatigue
So, if the rig pulls to the right, pull on the

left handlebar and assist with a push on the right
handlebar with the elbows bent at about the 30
degree angle.

Likewise, the strongest muscles in your
body are the hip extensors, the hip abductors and
the knee extensors. These should also be used to
advantage in sidecaring. So practice moving
around in the seat. Instead of leaning and rotating
your body into the right handlebars, push against
your left leg and shift your entire body forward
and to the right.

This allows you to apply pressure to the
right handlebar without extending your elbow
and allows you to pull the left handlebar to
correct the pull to the right.

More importantly, your body stays erect and
you maintain the correct 30 degree flexure at
your elbow. You are also using your hip and knee
muscles to advantage which are very strong.

Mitchell also advises on the correct position
of the handlebars. The hands should rest com-
fortably on the grips without excessive rotation.
So ape hangers are out.

By fine tuning your handlebars and seating
position you can drive your correctly aligned rig
more comfortably and longer than you thought
possible. But, do stay in shape, get your rig
aligned correctly and keep those elbows bent.

Mitchell, sure appreciate your advice on this
very important aspect of sidecaring.

Hal Kendall

BUMPER SNICKERS BY BILL HOE5T
"We may need a larger sidecar. The doctor

said we might have twins."

NATIONAL ENQUIRER sx
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Bits ‘n Pieces
Advertizing Needs

We would like to get back off the bi-
monthly issues and get back on a monthly sched-
ule, at least for the spring-summer-fall period.
However, this requires our bank balance stay in
the black. We are exploring every avenue to
reduce expenses and to s-t-r-e-t-c-h every dollar
we get. We went to a printer in Texas who does
quality work but operates in a low rent district
(compared to Los Angeles) so printing costs have
dropped by about 35 percent. The last thing we
want to do is increase dues.

You Can Help. How?

Perhaps you have a favorite watering hole,
or a preferred cycle shop. Why not take a copy of
your "Sidecarist" with you the next time you go.
Perhaps they would like to take out a small Ad in
the"Sidecarist." Put them in touch with Terry
Strassenburg for the time being. We are working
on getting another advertizing manager and will
keep you advised. For each $1500 in advertizing
we (collectively) can bring in, equates to another
issue of the"Sidecarist" at no cost to you.

Is Your Zip Correct?
It fell upon me to fix labels (so we could

save a few more bucks). Soon it became obvious
that ZIP codes did not match some of the cities
or states. UNLESS your address is CORRECT in
all details you may NOT get your "Sidecarist."
We have guaranteed postage for forwarding and
return but this the Post Office does at first class
rates. So we all pay for your mistakes, or ours. IT
is surprizing that as many addresses remained
intact after the abuse they suffered in sorting
through the many computers. So help us now.

Look at your mail lable. Unless it is correct
in EVERY detail, please drop Jim Krautz a line
so we can get it right next time. I stayed up
nearly all night trying to verify the zips but I am
sure some errors did get through.

And, while you are looking at the mail
label, please check your expiration date below

the City, State and Zip. Is it correct? That is what
we have. If not correct tell Jim. We goofed again.
If it is close to renewal or PAST renewal, drop
Jim Krautz a line with a renewal so the "Sidecar-
ist" can continue to come to your door. Some that
appeared close to renewal are highlighted.

Even if you cannot pay the full renewal
dues at this time, just send what you can at the
rate of $1.50 per month. Jim's computer can
handle an extension of six months or even three.

Renewals
Nothing gives one an appreciation for an-

other's job than to step into someone else's shoes
even for a moment. So the task befell me and
Lee to stick labels on the Feb/Mar Sidecarist and
organize into zip. No big deal. A truck arrives
with seven large crates of "Sidecarists." Then the
labels arrive, in State-by-Alpha format. Break off
a set of labels from a State. Now to organize into
zip so the Post Office can handle. As we became
engrossed in this it soon became apparent that
some zip codes were wrong, even without access
to any records. The obvious ones we corrected
and made notes that we sent back to Jim Krautz
so he could at least get these correct.

Then it appeared that according to State,
from 10% to 50% of the memberships had
lapsed. Why? We have not yet caught up on
renewals with the computer system Jim is work-
ing on. Your renewal may have been received but
not yet entered. Or maybe you did not receive
your renewal notice. Or, if received, you put off
renewing for a more convenient date. But unless
you renew we cannot use your renewals to print
the Sidecarist. There must be a reason if you do
not want to renew. What is it? Was it something
we did or did not do? If you tell us in a construc-
tive way, perhaps we can do something about it.
We would far sooner retain an old member. than
beat the bushes looking for a new member. So
let's get some open dialog going. And, while you
do, why not get your check book out and drop
Jim Krautz a renewal check made out tc the
USCA. That is, if you still have not renewed.



Vol 11 Number 3                                  Page 26                                                    Apr/May 1987

60 Minutes Produces Yet
Another Hachet Job

Did you catch the April 12 showing of 60
mutes? About how ATVs are unsafe and how
accidents and fatalities result because they are
inherently unsafe? Not operator error, or abuse,
or double riding, or drugs, or alcohol, which
were the results of the Consumer Product Safety
Commission. Of course, the PSC deny their own

Bits ‘n Pieces
study and are trying to get the Courts to recall All
3-wheel ATVs because a few people got killed.
Will cost the industry over $1 billion.

Had the PSC been around at the turn of the
last century it is doubtful if the bicycle would
have been allowed, let alone the auto or the
motorcycle or even trains, planes, or trains.
Bathtubs and showers would have been banned.
We would be back to the dawn of civilization.

USCA Booth at the Houston Astrohall Motorcycle and ATV Show



Vol 11 Number 3                                  Page 27                                                    Apr/May 1987

Rally



Vol 11 Number 3                                  Page 28                                                    Apr/May 1987

Rally



Vol 11 Number 3                                  Page 29                                                    Apr/May 1987

Coming Events

May 29 - 31, 5th Annual POW WOW, Sponsored by the NIR/USCA. Come and camp at the campground where
the 1988 USCA sidecar rally may be held. No rally fee is charged but there is a day-use fee and camping fee
payable to the campground. Location; Lake Alexander Campground, Mcmence, IL. Three miles south of
Momence on Rt. 114. Contact; Ed Johnson, 510 E 162nd St. South Holland, IL 60473. 312/799-1289.

June 5 - 7, Campout with the Wisconsin chap ter at Elkhart Lake, WI. During the Road America Motorcycle
Races. Contact; Allen Schultz, S 30 W 29455 Williams Way, Waukesha, WI 53186

June 6, Bread and Honey Festival. Streetsville, Ontario, Canada. Contact; Osie Shanks, 651 Trafford Crescent,
Oakville, Ontario, L61 3T4

June 12, 13 & 14. The Great Lakes Harley Roundup V. For riders of the last surviving American motorcycle. A
full weekend of events are scheduled for such as: Road Runs, Scavenger Hunt, Silver Pitch for MDA, Bike
Show, Field Events, Tug-of-War (Sportster Riders vs. Hog Riders), Motorcycle Movies, and Tire Kicking.
$30.00 per person or $50.00 per couple - deadline June 1st. Located at Cycle-Moore Campgrounds, U.S. 31 S.
& Gonder Rd., Interlochen, MI 49643. For more info, Contact: 616/276-9091

June 21, Church Parade, CSOC Central Ontario Chapter has planned an early morning breakfast, followed by a
non-denominational church service in early pioneer setting, then a ride to a special event. Contact; Osie Shanks
at above address.

June 26 - 28, Sidecar Olympics, Calgary may have the winter olympics, but the CSOC has the Summer Sidecar
Olymaics. This is one event you can't afford to miss. Contact; Csie Shanks at above address.

June 28, Wild Life Refuge, Peoria, IL Sponsored by the NIR/USCA. Contact Ed Johnson, 510 E. 162nd, South
Holland, IL 60473. 312/799-1289

July 10, 11, & 12. The Great Lakes Jap Wrap. Just for riders of Japanese motorcycles. All the same events as the
Harley Roundup, except with an oriental flavor. Located at Cycle-Moore Campgrounds, U.S. 31 S. & Gonder
Rd., Interlochen, MI 49643. For more info, Contact: 616/276-9091

July 17-19. 13th Mid-America Sidecar  Event at the 13th Annual Heritage Festival in New Ulm, MN. For more
info, write: Third Wheel, P. O. Box 1111, Minneapolis, MN 55440, or call (612) 727-2611 or (612) 755-2286.

July 23-26, 1987. USCA Annual Rally at Bingeman Park in Kitchener, Ontario, Canada. Hosted by Kerry and
Marlene Watson. Call 519/623-8516, or write to 69 Bismark Drive, Cambridge, Ontario N1S 4E7, Canada, for
further information

July 31 - August 2, 1987. Sierra Sidecar Spectacular VI in Mariposa, CA. Call or write Dan Doyle at 916/
6632201 or 1310 Gold Rush Way, Penryn, CA 95663 for added information

July 31 to August 3rd, CSOC auebec chapter will have their first annual rally. They have planned a great event, so
let's have as many as possible turn out to support them. Contact; Osie Shanks, 651 Trafford Crescent, Oakville,
Ontario, Canada, L6L 3T4

NOTE TO PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN: News about events and other announcements of a
timely nature must be on my desk at least two and one half months prior to SIDECARIST
cover date. Please send all information to: Terry Strassenburg, 18461 Martin Ave. Homewood,
IL 60430. 312/799-1289

If you don't, see a listing for your area contact Ed Johnson and he will put you in touch with your
state director. After your meet, don't forget to send in those pictures and facts. Your pictures may
wind up in the SIDECARIST and be the envy of those who didn't attend.
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August 2, Blackberry Farms, Aurora, IL Sponsored by NIR/USCa. Contact; Ed Johnson, 510 E. 162nd St. South
Holland, IL. 60473. 312/333-9167

August 7 - 9, Second Annual Antigo Campout sponsored by USCA. Wisconsin chapter. Hack games, fishing,
swiming and fun. Potluck food and campfire. Contact; Allen Schultz, S 30 W 29455 Williams Way,
Waukesha, WI. 53186

August 14, 15 & 16. Great Lakes Sidecar meet, European and Vintage run. Road runs, field events, scavenger
hunt, Saturday night dinner, Sunday pancake breakfast and more. Patches, 50/50 and seperate trophies for each
class. 14.00 per person before 8/8. $17.00 after that date. (camping extra at $2.00 per person per night) Located
at Cycle-Moore Campground, U.S. 31 S. & Gondor Rd. Interlochen, MI 49643. For more info call 616/276-
9091

August 14, 15 x 16. Adirondack sidecar Rally Crows Nest Restaurant, Rt. 9, North Hudson. N.Y. Cff exit 29 of
Northway I-67. Camping, tours, field events, door prizes, awards, Sin, Saturday night steak roast, Sunday
Ofreakfast. Registration starts 4pm Friday. For more info contact Al Lewis, 136 John Street, Hudson Falls, NY
12839. Phone: 518/747-7249

September 23, 24, 25, & 26. Tit Thompson's ASPENCADE MOTORCYCLIST CONVENTION '87. Demo
Rides, Poker Runs, & Mini-Tours. Located in Columbia, Missouri. Contact: ASPENCADE '87, 3035 West
Thomas Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85017, or, 800/237-5450

November 6, 7 & 8th. San Diego Daze, Havasu Nites IV Sidecar Rally. Located at Echo Lodge Resort, Parker
Dam, CA. Sponsered by the Southern Fried California Chapter and hosted by Jack Fassel. For more info
watch this section or contact Jack at; 13110 Old West Ave. San Diego, CA 92129 619/484-2010

Coming Events
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Classifieds
WANTED - FOR SALE - EXCHANGE - These ads run for two consecutive issues for a small
fee. A handy form is included for your convenience. FIRST TIME ADS

1962 Norton Dominator 99/Globe outfit, stun-
ning black with gold/brass accents. Com-
pletely restored to new inside and out. Show
prize winner - feature in Spring '86 issue
"British Car & Bike Magazine. Truly magnifi-
cent British classic. $5000. Contact Dave at
British Car & Bike...(818) 710-1234.

Dreyer Sidecar. Nice condition. Painted White.
New upholstery. Windshield and all connec-
tions. $750. Louis Wille, 220 Market St.,
Momence, IL...(815) 472-4864.

WANTED: Harley-Davidson Sidecar, Model
TLE to FLT 1983, and later FLT or FLHT
Harleys. Joe Svesko, 2460 Kosiorek Dr., t'rie,
PA 16509...(814) 825-6592.

Those in need of a nice red plastic lens in 5.5
mm size, to fit vintage BMWs and Sidecars,
contact Steve Puntillo, 1911 Rowley Ave.,
Madison, WI 53705 (608) 233-1569. Steve
says they'll fit the BMW Spezial/TR500,
Hollandia, R25 series, R51-R67-R68 series, as
well as 1955 Earles Fork BMWs using the
small taillamp. Cost is $10, plus $3.50 UPS.
No personal checks or P. O. boxes, please.
Only 20 available.

1967 R69S, 37K, Steib S501, fairing, 12 volt,
bags, geared. $4200. E. T. Boswell, 214 W.
Maya Dr., Litchfield Pk., AZ 85340...(602)
935-4507.

1972 Changjiang 750; Chinese copy of 1938
Military BMW, with sidecar. Dark green.
Restored to better-than-new with many spare
parts. Only one in North America! Best offer.
Tom McGrath...(703) 243-1798.

1983 California Friendship Sidecar, wineberry
red, headlight, carpet, bra, maplight, rack,
many extras, excellent condition. Mike Davis,
744 Musick Ave., Modesto, CA 95351...(209)
5236196.

1985 BMW KlOORT and silver-matched EML
sport sidecar. Complete EMLL mod kit.
34,000 easy miles by elderly owner. Cost from
Europe, $16,000 for '86 model (see pg. 31,
Item 2, THE SIDECARIST, Jan '87). My price
$8,950 (firm). Has Calif. specs., and Florida
tag. Miles R. Reichenbach, 7655 South U. S.
Hwy #1, Lot #5, Titusville, FL 32780... (305)
269-5549.

1984 Watsonian Cambridge, '85 Honda Inter-
state, blue, pin-striped, extras, needs minor GL
assembly work. $1500 OBO. Ron Bigger,
13505 SW Evergreen, Beaverton, OR
97005...(503) 644-9342.

1984 H-D Sidecar complete, mint condition with
xtra goodies and windshield. $2800. Photo
available. Jodie Salt, 1429 N. Toledo, Tulsa,
OK 74115...(918) 832-8843.

Suzuki RER Rotary w/ matching black Hitch-
hiker, Vetter, air shocks/forks, dampener, low
miles. $4000. 1967 Lambretta Innocenti 200
cc scooter w/matching white sidecar. $900.
Larry Watts, #28, Box 208, Williamsburg, IA..
(319) 668-2586.

A Classic Rig! '73 Moto Guzzi Eldorado 850
with Watsonian Monza car. All black/white
trim. $1995. Stan Klein.. (203) 762-0434 (eve)
- 346-4949 (day).

1981 Terraplane Sidecar, Honda beige, custom
convertible top, disc brake. Mounts for '85
GW; '79/'80 Suzuki 850/ 1000; '79 Kawasaki
1000. S2000 for car or best offer. Gene Will-
iams, Rt. 1, Box 388 B, Guntersville, AL
35976... (205) 586-4678.

1984 BMW R80RT, red, 25,000 mi., Krauser
Luggage. $2500. 1974 Jawa Velorex Sidecar,
black, universal mounting system. $400.
Charles Hemmelgarn, 5740 Cairo Road,
Westerville, OH 43081...(614) 895-1037.
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Classifieds
WANTED - FOR SALE - EXCHANGE - These ads run for two consecutive issues for a small
fee. A handy form is included for your convenience. FIRST TIME ADS
'76 Hondamatic 750, 23K, Velorex S/C, Bags,

Fairing, Runs Well, $1987 or BO -Your wife
can drive it shopping or head for
Denver...Sixty lb. bucket of rocks (ballast) is
free...(209) 359-2728, or, (209) 784-2799,
Porterville, CA 93257.

California Sidecar & 1980 Kawasaki 400 (6
Speed), 4000 Actual Miles, Excellent Condi-
tion, Looks Like New, $1,495.00... (318) 878-
6458 (After 6 PM) - Ann Arbor, MI.

1976 Suzuki GT750 W/1978 Ural Jupiter Side-
car, 28,000 mi. on the GT, both in very good
condition, $1,100...Contact Ed Millray at 305
E. Navilla Pl., Apt. C, Covina, CA 91723, or
call (818) 966-9672.

1986 Harley FXRD with Harley Sidecar, Two-
Tone Burgundy and Silver, Sound System,
Upholstered Sidecar, $14,000 invested - sell
for $10,000. May take sidecar or interesting
motorcycle as part payment...(513) 561-5818,
Cincinnati, OH.

WANTED: Steib S350 Sidecar; also Velocette
Viper, hopefully with Avon Veeline Fairing
and Engine Covers... Herb, (213) 426-4651,
or, 424-4090.

1947 Ariel Square Four, completely original and
runs well. Great sidecar machine,
$3500...(714) 530-2712.

1956 BMW R-50 with Steib LS 200 Sidecar -
older restoration - solid and strong. Ivory.
Sidecar gearing - some spares. Good condi-
tion. $4400 O.B.O.Contact Burt Richmond,
1065 Lafayette St., Denver, Colo 80218 (Need
garage space.)

1982 Honda CX500 Turbo w/Vetter Sidecar, 4
point mounting, 3 wheel disc brakes. Tonneau
sidecar top. FMCassette-radio. Very slick, very
professional. $5000 O.B.O. Contact Burt
Richmond, 1065 Lafayette St., Denver, Colo
80218 (Need garage space.)

Watsonian Oxford, 84 'Wing, Earles Forks, Xtra
Tank, Excellent Condition, K6000 firm, Stan
Vorgias (After 6), 10005 Fairlane, Union, IL
60180.

Suzuki powered outfit, trailer and extra parts,
$3000, Marvin Hagele, 5755 S. Mobil Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60638... (312) 581-0478.

f-Z Yamaha outfit, extra parts, $2500, Doug
Kalita, 49741 Fuller, Mt. Clemens, 41
48045...(313) 9490120.

1180 Suzuki outfit, trailer, and extra parts,
$3000, Joe Poire, Rt. 1, Box 109-A,
Valleyford, WA 99036...(509) 926-0980. •

Kaw powered outfit, $1500-$2000, Mike Hartel,
67 Adams Lake Dr., Pontiac, MI 48054...(313
683-6030.

Wasp racing frame, Kaw powered ice racer,
Gary, John, and Mary McCaw, R.R. 7
Brantforo, Ontario, Canada N3T-5L9... (519)
752-4490.

T-Z Yamaha parts, Jack Hart, 11112 Rainier Ave.
So., Seattle, WA 98128... (206) 772-8541

Complete rolling chassis glass setup for Yamaha
T-Z, pipes, tires, and many other extras, Reg
Pridmore, 1946 E. Thompson Blvd., Ventura,
CA 93001... (805) 648-2895.

[978 Neval (Soviet BMW) 650 cc w/Ural :ype
sidecar. Solo + military pillion - 6,000 kilome-
ters. Ivory w/burgundy )in stripe. Many spares.
Excellent :ondition. $4500 O.B.O.*

VINTAGE BRITISH BIKES - '38 Ariel 500:
$4,800/'57 AJS 16 MS 350: $1,600/'34 BSA
Blue Star 250: $1,800/ '35 BSA M10: $2,500/
'37 BSA B 23: $1,800/'33 New Hudson 500:
$2,500/'28 Raleigh Flat Tank 2-1/4 hp: $2,850/
'36 Rudge 500: $3,500/'37 Sunbeam 350:
$2,500/ P48 Sunbeam S-8: $2,000. Burt M.
Richmond, 1065 Lafayette St., Denver, CO
80218. Home Phone: (303)-8310100.
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Watsonian Monza Sidecar on R60/2 BMW
Motorcycle. Black. Excellent condition.
$2,500. George Thomas, P. O. Box 255, 6275
Apple Vista, Wrightwood, CA 92397...(619)
249-6394.

'78 H-D FLH, '79 H-D Car. 40K on bike. $3500.
Will split or trade for a car to fit an '84 Venture
(and cash). Mike Ward, 4011 Marsh, Bryan,
TX 77803... (409) 778-1848 (After 6 PM).

1968 Continental Sidecar. Will fit most motor-
cycles. Black paint, windshield and wood
rack. Excellent condition. New 16" chrome
wheel. $800.00. Will send photos. Chuck
Brierton, P.O. Box 1705, Buellton, CA
93437...(805) 688-4349.

1984 Goldwing Interstate, 1985 EML, Sport
Tour "ST," and Travlite Trailer, Hondaline
Type II radio, intercom, 20,145 miles. Over
$14,000 invested. Must sell due to back injury.
$10,800. Kevin Pavek, 912 4th St. No., Fargo,
ND 58102...(701)235-2029.

If you like old motorcyles, you'll love The VIN-
TAGE CYCLE Magazine. Featuring American
and European antique & classic motorcycles.
Feature bikes, meet coverage, upcoming
events, classifieds. Subscription $19.00 per-
year (Six issues), sample copy $2.95. Mail to:
The Vintage Cycle, P. O. Box 4134-A, Sonora,
CA 95370.
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ONLY THE FOLLOWING CLASSIFIED ADS
WERE RECEIVED FOR THIS ISSUE. IF
YOUR CLASSIFIED WAS SUBMITTED,
BUT NOT PRINTED, PLEASE CONTACT
DOUG BINGHAM. YOUR CLASSIFIED
MAY HAVE INADVERTENTLY BEEN
MISLAID DURING THE CHANGEOVER. IF
SO, OUR APOLOGIES. IT WILL BE
PRINTED IN THE NEXT ISSUE.

1978 BMW bought in 1979 with Kenna Sidecar,
15,000 Miles, Sidecar Tires, Earls Type Front
Forks, 9-1//2 Gallon Gas Tank, Sidecar Resto-
ration Sub-frame, Over-sized Oil Pump, San
Jose Swing Arm, Fairing, Krauser Bags, Koni
Rear Shocks - very good condition and good
price.... CONTACT: Thomas Sheridan, 5924
Wallace Ave., Bethel Park, PA 15102, Tele-
phone: (412) 833-1393....

1971 BMW R75/5, 750 cc, 1971 Watsonian
Monza Sidecar, Sidecar Gears, Heavy Front
End, Bags, $3,500. SASE Richard Elderkin,
286 White Ave., Middlebury, CT 06762, (203)
758-9372 (After 6 PM)..

H-D Sidecar - All Metal, not a Repro. -- Com-
plete with Hookups, Windshield, Spare Tire &
Wheel Mounted on Rear, Bumper. Excellent
Condition. Just removed from my FLH.
$2,500. CONTACT: AJ, (512) 233-9101 after 7
PM Central Time. (South Texas).

1982 Honda Aspencade, Brown & Gold Show
Bike, Lights, Running Boards, Auto Cruise,
Custom Seat, Pin Striping, 36K Miles, '82
Vetter Sidecar Color Matched, Conv. Top,
Extra Lights, Sound Wired, Will
SPLTS....CONTACT: Bruce Shaeffer, 110 Elk
Run St., Evansdale, Iowa 50707 - Tel.(319)
234-0665 - Phone or Write....
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Manufacturers & Services
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Bookshop
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Advertizement
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Application Form



Vol 11 Number 3                                  Page 40                                                    Apr/May 1987


	INDEX
	PREVIOUS
	NEXT
	EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
	CONTENTS
	Notes from the President
	From where I sit
	Editors Notes
	Letters
	Tires
	Tires - Programmed for Disaster
	Tires - III - Response
	Reflections on the Dutch TT
	Sidecar Roadracing for 1987
	National Sidecar Record
	Industrial News
	Driving Fatigue
	Bits ‘n Pieces
	60 Minutes Produces a Hachet Job
	Coming Events
	Classifieds
	Bookshop
	Application Form

