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Notes from the President......

USCA NATIONAL
COMMITTEE
Connie Brown - Ambassador

Ed Johnson -- AMA Liaison

Al Roach - Membership Contact

Don Swanke - Emergency Contact

Jim Rubens - Historian

Les Garlinghouse - Latin American Corre-
spondent

Doug Bingham

How do we achieve
Association goals?

In most clubs and organizations the work
all falls on the backs of a few. They go like hell
for a few years then lose interest and fade
away. A lot of that hard work is sometimes
lost. The group folds or the famous dip in
membership and then it is repeat the process
all over again and again.

The value of reaching Association goals
has been recognized in other successful
groups. It comes from spurring members on.
The perks are incentives, money and so forth,
to encourage creativity, loyalty and most of all
-commitment. Some motivational methods
that may work well in the business world are
generally inappropriate and ineffective in
volunteer associations. What is needed is:
folks in the Association need a reason to
perform! OK! How can we incite the enthusi-
asm of these top notch people we do have in
this Association? After all, they are paying for
the privilege to belong and now they are being
asked to do more!

It really appears to be a bit cheeky. I say,
not really! Let's see what the Webster Dictio-
nary defines: United Sidecar Association -
Unite (Unit) V.I. and V.T. "To join together,
to combine". Association (A so si a shun) N -
the act of associating or state of being associ-
ated: Union - my interpretation is - we pool
our knowledge and resources - for the benefit
of all. Working together for the betterment of
our sport (the act of associating).

Here's where you come in.
People need a motive to perform. They

need challenge to be part of the action. The
best motivator of all is recognition! So -let's
have team spirit, camaraderie, and your par-
ticipation in your Association - to ensure the
continued growth and vitality of our Associa-
tion.

Many sidecar racing rigs, frames avail-
able from members of the Sidecar Racing
Association.

For details contact;

Gary J. Carlson (313) 449-9138

35885-22 Mile Road,

St. Clemens, MI 48045
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From where I sit (as Editor, still)
My prayers have been answered. After gener-

ating the past four issues covering eight months
within the past three months, Lee delivered an
ultimatum. Either dump it or find another wife. As
she does perhaps 98 percent of typing and good
typists/wives take time to locate (they do not offer
their services in the Green Sheet), her words were
taken seriously. The issues edited by Stroker were
layups delivered after Lee's typing efforts. When it
looked darkest, Bryce Lee , a friend, turned on the
light. He has a computer and the time (he thinks) to
handle the job. He will begin with the October/
November issue. And, he can really do a profes-
sional job. Initially, I will continue to provide
assistance to Bryce (until he has served his appren-
ticeship) when it will be turned over to him entirely.
So please continue to send editorial contributions,
classifieds to Texas for screening and prepping.

Note: Both Bryce Lee's and my own involve-
ment with the USCA will depend on who the
membership want to direct the USCA.

Now that we have caught up to date and
stomped out most of the brush fires, I could spend a
little time (my goodness, what is that luxury) and
review in depth some of the unpublished articles
you (the member) had supplied the Editor over the
past 12 months or more. Frankly, I was amazed.
Lot's of good to excellent articles. Some, perhaps, a
trifle long, and needing a little assistance with
editing. But THAT is what an Editor is for! Some
articles I may not have agreed with in every detail
but it is not the role of any Editor to censor mate-
rial; only to ensure it reads correctly. Indeed, it is
impossible to get any two professional sidecarists to
agree on the time of day. Get four together and you
have eight opinions. Take toe-in for example. Some
believe 1/4" is adequate, another claims 2" serves
him best. I believe about 3/4" + 1/4" should be okay
for most purposes, but use the least that suits your
driving style. Is a damper essential? Some claim it
is, others 'dial' out the problems and find no need
for them. I believe a little damping is okay if it is
necessary but not too much, please.

What I am getting at, you will no longer find
your articles censored from the "Sidcarist." If others

do not agree with you or have different experiences
THEY will TELL you. So if you felt your past
efforts were in vain do not fret. Your article(s) will
be published. If too long they may be run in sec-
tions or severely cut.

Because this issue has to go to the printer
before the AGM in Canada, it will not have the
results of the survey you either completed and
returned to me, or brought with you to the rally. So
neither you nor I have any idea, at the time of
writing, who will be on the Executive Committee.
A new slate of officers should now be in place. The
two critical positions have been filled - the Editor
and the Membership Registrar. The next critical
position of lesser work load but of equal impor-
tance is that of Treasurer. We have not a fiscal,
report since the records and finances were turned
over to the Management Association in California
last August. There is no question of any impropriety
with your funds. It is simply that the Management
Association apparently never got around to prepar-
ing statements before going belly up and Doug
never keeps any records. Just kidding, Doug!

Without a responsible Treasurer it is not
possible to keep track of funds nor to forecast
USCA direction. Hopefully this situation SHOULD
have been resolved at the AGM. Other committee
members are there to support the three named
above plus provide direction.

Finally, we should all acknowledge the stir-
ling service Doug has performed in leading the
Association the past eight years. He took us from
about 350 members and quickly built our member-
ship to around 1650 active members. Membership
has fallen somewhat the past few years but with the
new committee you helped elect, we should surge
forward again. Doug often placed his business
dealings secondary to Association affairs. We all
wish him every success in his association with
Watsonian. He will, I am sure, fondly remember all
members as friends and will continue to'visit' with
you as in the past. Habits are difficult to break and I
am sure he will be watching over the shoulders of
the new committee to see they don't stub their toes
too often. Hal Kendall
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Letters
Dear Hal,

We have a California Sidecar on my '83
FLHT Harley-Davidson. My husband, now blind,
enjoys the wind in his hair. My problem is the
rear tire is wearing fast. I have 510 x 16 tires on
mag wheels. Is there a car tire I can use?

Sincerely,

Phyllis McNeal Shertz, Texas

Dear Phyllis,
A rear motorcycle tire should last from 5000

to 7000 miles under sidecar conditions if cor-
rectly aligned. The first thing is to check align-
ment. The Harley should lean out slightly (1 to 2
degrees) and the sidecar wheel should toe-in
about 1/2 to 3/4 inches. The rig should not pull
to either side when driven on a flat surface,
normally loaded, at 30 to 50 mph. If it pulls,
especially to the right, the rear tire will scrub.
Has alignment been checked and is there any
pull?

An auto antique tire is available from Coker
Tire Company (550 x 16) and have heard other
sidecarists say it works OK on a Harley rim. I
have not done this cannot recommend it from
personal experience. Contact Rick Gray at 1-800-
251-6336.

A copy of the Sidecarist is enclosed. A
membership application and order form for the
Sidecar Manuals are on the inside of the mail
cover for your convenience. Let us know if we
can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

Hal Kendall

NOTE: Can sidecarists who have made this
conversion help this dear lady? Send details to
me please.

Dear Hal,
I just received my latest edition of the

"Sidecarist." Congratulations on adding
"Stroker" to your staff. He is a committed motor-
cyclist, a good editor and a heck of a nice guy.
I'm sure he will help continue the fine track
record of your publication.

Sincerely,

Greg Harrison, Executive Editor

American Motorcyclist Association

Dear Hal
Many thanks for sending the new "Riding

with a Sidecar" Manual(s) and for all the work
you did to edit and re-edit the translation. It
shows.

Both Vi and I like the manual very much.
The cover is exciting, the contents well laid out,
and the photos and illustrations are excellent. All
in all, a nice compliment to your own manuals.

Regards,

Osie Shanks

President CSOC Ontario, Canada

NOTE: The new "Riding with a Sidecar" is
available from the USCA bookshop.

Dear Hal
Can you assist me in my old problem.

A few years ago I asked you about attaching
s/c brakes to a motorcycle. You wrote to Jawa in
New York. They said to fit a plate but did not
provide exact details. I sold my outfit and bought
a similar motorcycle, a 1982 Seca 650cc and a
new Velorex 700. I would like to fit sidecar
brakes. Can you help?

K. von Engelhardt

1328 Prosperity Ln. Port Richey, FL. 33568

Answer - over...
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Letters
Dear Kerry,

Each machine and braking system is unique
and must be custom fitted. A bracket is typically
made up and fitted to the frame to secure the
outer cable so that the inner cable is tensioned
when the brake pedal is deployed.

For my machine I use a standard Watsonian
foot brake which accepts the outer and inner
cable. The brake is affixed to the inner sidecar
frame and is activated independently of the
motorcycle braking system.

I have discussed your problem with Ross
Land at Land's Cycles. 1102 Freeport St., Hous-
ton, Texas 77015. He is the local Jawa agent in
this area and is quite familiar with the Model 700
and the cable mechanism. He is also familiar
with the '82 Seca 650 and can fabricate the
necessary braket. Cost would be about $30.00
and, in my opinion, well worth it. Why not drop
him line or call at (713) 4535108. Shop hours are
9:00-6:00 Tuesday through Saturday.

Trust this fixes you up., H. A. Kendall

Hi Doug,
Some of us have a great appreciation for

those who put together this fine association and
magazine on a volunteer basis. Unfortunately
others just cannot get the point. They forever
sharpshoot, stray from the course and otherwise
interfere. They are wise only in their own eyes.
Others walk with the crookedness of speach. Or,
perhaps have a high IQ but ruin in circles. And
there are those who do not know but desire to
learn. Those can be taught. Regardless, if we are
not part of the cure, perhaps we are part of the
problem. What can we do to help?

And what about those goof-ups? Don't we
all, everyone of us, blow it each and every day?
So what! Is that any cause for an obnoxious
response to a dedicated volunteer? Would you
care to assist? We must give respect where
respect is due and not hurt our fellow sidecarists.

Les McCoig, Aurora, MO 63459

Dear Doug:
I have a problem with wind streaming off

the large windjammer type fairing on my
R100RS BMW onto the the large windshield of
my EML Tour T sidecar, then bouncing back
across the rear pillion seat of the motorcycle. In
summer, when a smaller sidecar windshield was
fitted, the problem was less acute. Do you have
any suggestions?

E.V. Fuller, Garland, TX

Dear Mr. Fuller:
Unwanted air streams can be very annoying.

Perhaps a wind spoiler on the right side of the
windjammer windshield may deflect the air in
front of the EML windshield rather than on it and
cause all air to be directed to the right side of the
EML rather than to the left.

What do our readers have to offer?

Dear Editor,
I began a 30 day trip through Europe on my

Harley Davidson sidecar outfit last year by
building a trailer in Mexico. The trailer was to
transport the sidecar to Dallas where the rig was
airlifted to England. The rear wheel began to
shed spokes (10 to be exact). Since my return, I
have replaced the spoke wheel with a H-D cast
alloy wheel.

Now the queries.

Is the new wheel better and stronger?

Is there an automotive tire that can be
fitted? (Motorcycle tires are very expensive in
Mexico,)

Would you like a story on my trip? I really
enjoy your magazine.

Sincerely,

Arthur S. Cohen Mexico

P.S.: When is the Sturgis get-together?
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Dear Hal,
17 am the mother of a 5 year old girl and a

4-1/2 year old boy. I have ridden over 150,000
accident free miles on a motorcycle the past 13
years and usually attend up to eight motorcycle
rallies each summer, Last summer I took the
MSF Advanced Rider Program.

As you gather I love riding and want to
share my love of riding with my kids. My daugh-
ter sees other children at rallies in their mother's
sidecar and is excited at riding in my sidecar
when attached (just purchased a California
Sidecar for my Venture Royal). But my husband
(soon to be my ex) is going to request a court
hearing to ban my children from riding in my
sidecar. He claims motorists go out of their way
to hit motorcycles and sidecar rigs are no excep-
tion.

Can you provide any help to allow the judge
to render a fair and impartial decision? I have
heard sidecars are safer. If I cannot take my
children with me, I will be one sad lady.

Debra Koss, P.O. Box 23436, Rochester,
New York 14692

Dear Debra,
Sidecars are safer. We rarely get into acci-

dents. Our safety record is almost spotless, once
you learn the correct sidecar technj,ques, and
have the rig installed and aligned properly by a
competent mechanic. The Sidecar Manuals and
the survey should help. It shows why we don't
get into accidents.

We have acted as "friends of the court" in
other actions where one party wanted to ban
children from a sidecar. Other sidecarists who
have been involved in similar situations are
invited to write to you and share their experi-
ences.

Good luck and hope to see you at the rally,
with your children in your sidecar.

Hal

Letters / News
Late News
Washington Bans Children in Sidecars

According to Chief George B. Tellerik,
Chairman of the Commission on Equipment,
State of Washington, Washington appears to be
the FIRST state in the union to BAN your chil-
dren (less than five years old) from riding in your
sidecar, regardless of whether you have a child
restraint system installed or not.

This situation is urgent and requires the
entire weight of the sidecar community to cor-
rect.

Please direct letters expressing how you feel
on this topic to Mr. Tellerik at the General
Admininstration Building, AX-12, Olympia,
Washington 98504-0612. While you are at it,
send a copy to the Governor of Washington, to
the AMA, and to HAK.

We desperately need an experienced side-
carist to be appointed to the State of Washing-
ton's newly created Motorcycle Safety Education
Board. Perhaps this way we may be heard. Any
volunteers in Washington?

Second Annual Bathtub Derby
Sponsored by the USCA/NIR

Ed Johnson presenting trophy to 1986 Grand
Champion - Dan Ulvog
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3-Wheeled European Touring
12,000 Miles in Five Months
By Jim Baruch, USCA Member

In 1969 Doug Bingham introduced my wife
Mary Ann and I to the world of sidecaring by taking
her for a ride in one of his outfits. Now, many moons
later and after much reading of materials obtained from
our club, we took the plunge and purchased a used
outfit from Doug. The 1978 Honda CX500 with a
Watsonian Monaco sidecar was picked up at the
Watsonian Works in Blockley, England.

The Watsonian people couldn't have been more
helpful in their concerned efforts in instructing and
helping us get ourselves and sidecar prepared for our
five month tour of Europe. We had done two previous
European solo motorcycle rides totaling about 7000
miles but never one on a sidecar outfit nor for such a
long distance. This trip would cover England, Scotland,
Denmark, Sweden (the Arctic Circle), Norway, France,
Germany, Switzerland and Spain, all in one tour which
eventually covered 12,000 miles.

We rode from June through November starting
and finishing at the Watsonian Works where our outfit
was left for further modifications best suited for
American conditions, then it will be shipped to Doug
where it will be re-assembled and set-up for stateside
driving. Mary and I will claim our fun machine and
take it to its new home in Tacoma, Washington in
March. It will then get a long rest till we return from
our next tour, which starts in April '87.

In April we will fly to Florida and pick up our
1985 BMW R80, currently being baby-sat by my
brother, another avid motorcyclist. Mary and I will then
tour the U.S.A. for about six months sightseeing and
visiting with our friends and family members we
haven't seen in many years.

We plan to attend our second Griffith Park
Sidecar Rally in October of '87. (We used to live in Los
Angeles.) We attended the first rally but after that work
commitments, overseas assignments and so forth,
caused us to miss the ones in the middle. Hope to say
"Howdy" to you all then. We'll be the ones in the
Apemer," but carrying pictures of the trusty CX500 and
Watsonian Monaco that took us touring for six months

European Tour
in Europe. Our next tour? Alaska? Mexico? Hope you
enjoy the pictures as much as we enjoyed taking them
and becoming confirmed sidecarists.

The reaction to our sidecar combination generally
fell into three categories: older people didn't realize that
sidecars were still being manufactured; younger people
had never seen one; and children went "bananas" over
them - especially in Spain. I think we could make a lot
more converts to our fun sport of sidecaring if we had
more rallies to get us into the public's eye. It couldn't
hurt a bit!

1959 Panther Special Sidecar Outfit

"Ariel" Red Hunter (1952) w/ Watsonian
"Kenilworth" D-A S/C.
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UK Road Test
Austel Squire Outfit
Doug Feveyear, Fed. of Sidecar Clubs, UK

Chris Castell took me for a run in the sidecar. The seat was on
the tight side for me. There was very little room for the arms. The
bike made very little noise and once he got to 40 to 50 mph it was just
a purr. The exhaust made a burble about on a level with a 750 Honda-
4 or a Gold Wing. With a closed-in sidecar or saloon, very little noise
would be heard. I did hear a whine, which Chris said was the Triplex
drive chain on the front of the engine.  Morse chain replacement? We
turned round after two miles and I took over the bike.

Chris explained the controls and told me how the gears
worked: first down, second up, third down, fourth up, but a button on
the left handlebar has to be held to operate a solenoid for first and for
first to second, but not third or fourth. When changing down it has to
be used for third to second and for second to first. Driving it back to
the rally field I made a few mistakes, got up to second allright but
found first when it should have been third. I got it right next time
when I changed from fourth to third and then to second, but I found
fourth again. I forgot the button again.

With some instruction from Chris I got back to the site without
too much trouble. I then took it out with John Mayhew in the sidecar.
He had the same opinion of the seat as me and he's not as fat! Chris
said to keep the speed below 50 as the engine was still tight. The
engine picked up through the gears allright and it felt like there was
plenty of acceleration.

I started to get used to the gear changes after taking a few
bends. If I had it on a longer run, I might have made gear changes
without having to think about what I had to do. The King and Queen
seat was comfortable and the handlebars are about the same as my
Wing. The light control switches are from Honda.

The outfit handled very well. There was no movement from
the sidecar mountings. The side leading links gave a firm feel to the
steering. There was no twisting or flexing. It did not weave across the
road as some outfits may do with small wheels front and rear.

Front and rear suspension was very good and comfortable. I
made a couple of clutch in crash stops from about 50 mph on a
straight road and found the drum brakes were not very good. They
did not have that comforting bite of disc brakes. I mentioned this to
Mr. Castell. He said they were new brakes and would need time to
bed in. He also said they may fit disc brakes on production models.

I found the foot rests were a bit high. I got a touch of cramp.
Mr. Castell said he may make the footrests adjustable. The controls
were in a position where you would expect them to be.

The headlamp shell and tank and the majority of the bike parts
are made by Austel engineering. Things like indicators, lights,
suspension and brakes were proprietary parts.

In summary, it has the potential to make an excellent sidecar
puller. It should give many miles of trouble-free sidecaring.

 Would I have one? If I was changing bikes and had the cash, I
would say YES, but for now we are quite happy with the Wing.

Leyland 1300, 4 speed w/reverse
Leading link front forks
250 mile cruising range

Auto radial tires 135SR15
For details, contact: C. Castell, Austel

Motorcycles, 2 Reid Avenue, Maidenhead,
Berks, England
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Laverda Rig in the UK
Laverda Outfit from Germany
Shows Up In England

A very well engineered sidecar outfit dressed in
the best German tradition showed up recently at a
motorcycle rally in Endland. Basically, it is a Squire
sidecar fitted to a Laverda 1000. The mods, too
numerous to list, show the attention to detail.

Note the twin upper rear mounts (for a total of
five mounts). A VW type steering damper is fitted. The
Laverda appears to be about 1974 vintage (based on
the discs up front and the rear drum brake) but the
horns are mounted 1975 style and the fork gaiters
disappeared in 1973.

More interestingly, the three into three exhaust
was seen earlier only on the 1969 preproduction
prototype with two pipes to the left, one to the right
(this has the opposite setup).

Both the front and rear wheels have been con-
verted to accept 15" rims and tires. Lacing the 15" rear
Laverda drum was judged not possible by wheel
experts in America. However, a Laverda/Honda
composite alloy wheel was fabricated for the Hal
Kendall by Woody’s Wheel Works.  The front discs
have been drilled for more effective braking.

Note the frame bracing near the steering head.
The side and top boxes, and the auxilliary packs on the
cycle and the sidecar show this sidecarist is serious.
And, the immaculate condition shows this sidecarist
really loves his outfit.

(Photos supplied courtesy of the International
Laverda Owners Club, England.)Strengthened swinging arms.

15" Auto Radials Fitted.

Rig Ready to Roll.
15" Auto Radials Fitted.

Three upper struts, two lower mounts.
One VW stabilizer
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Laverda Rig in the UK

Frame strengthened below the steering head

Hydraulic damper fitted
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Industrial News
Canadian Built BMD Sidecar
Outfit

The BMD sidecar outfit is built by E.
Shulz, in Midland, Ontario from Russian
and German components. In standard form
he uses a specially modified heavy duty
BMW R60/7 engine developing 40 hp.
Heavy flywheel and thick cylinder gaskets
are included. Includes kick and electric
starter, four speed plus reverse, car type
ignition coil and car battery.

His own machine has run without
trouble for three years requiring only con-
ventional oil changes and 5000 km check-
ups. The outfit can be prepped to utilize
from 500 to 800cc engines. Prices begin at
$5950 Canadian.

Shulz can also supply BMW modified
engines for Dnieper, Neval or Ural rigs.

For more information contact Shulz at
400 colborne St., Midland, Ontario, Canada
L4R-2K4.

Hannigan sidecars from
Canada

The Hannigan sidecars from Canada are
now available in America. Perry Bushong of Fort
Worth, Texas, is handling the sleek classic
beauty. For details, contact Perry at BMW of Fort
Worth, 816 S. Sylvania Avenue, Fort Worth,
Texas 76111, or call (817) 429-2182.
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Neval Sidecars
As reported previously, Sidecar Imports of

Highland Park no longer handle Neval Sidecars.
However, it is believed that Kurt Wolf, Deutsch
Werks, 429A Garden Street, Santa Barbara, CA.
may have some old stock or spares.

For those who wish to contact the dealer in
England, the address is: Neval Motorcycles,
Brockholme, Seaton Road, Hornsen, England
HU181BZ, Mr. Alan Voose, Telephone: (44)
401-23878.

Industrial News
B. G. Bhatawadekar:

Is the Managing Director of Globe Manu-
facturing in India. Globe manufactures a “look-
alike” of the Steib. The Globe GS200 may be re-
introduced into the United States by Side Strider.
(Seen at the 1986 Griffith Park 15th Annual
Rally). The GS200 at 165 lbs, is 33 lbs heavier
than the classical LS200. Like the original it also
has a rubber sprung body and sprung spoked
wheel.

Mr. B. G. Bhatawadekar

The Globe GS200

Neval Sidecar
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Collectors Take Note
Marie de la Cruz of P.O. Box 3020, No.

135, Riverside, CA 92519, is offering a 1941
Harley-Davidson 74 cu in sv with sidecar in
good condition. They were brought from the
Phillippines in 1985. Asking $6500. Phone:
(714) 681-0127.

1941 Harley-Davidson 74 cu in sv

Harley-Davidson metal body S/C

Miscellaneous

News from Canada
Bryce Lee, from Burlington, Ontario,

reports he will soon take delivery of an  Heding-
ham model XL, the latest from Keith Walsh.

Unit Sidecars, England. Keith reports an
unusually cold snap and snow shut down his
production line, temporarily. First in 10 years.

The first XL Hedingham (No. 93).
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Trailering
Swaying Down the Pike
H. A. Kendall

Many members pull trailers behind their
'bikes, mobil homes, pickups, or trucks, so the
following should be of interest to most readers.

In the process of reclaiming some swamp
land in the "bottom forty," I have need to haul in
concrete blocks, sand, gravel, lumber and so
forth. Actually, it is not really the "bottom forty"
but a piece of the old Buffalo Bayou, long since
diverted, that used to run from the west, through
downtown Houston, thence out to sea. That
bottom section some 15 ft below flood plain, was
given to me by the developer as a dog run and
was valued by the Appraisal District at over a
100 gees. But I digress - 'tis another tale.

I had not used the trailer for some time and
had not checked air pressure. It was heavy when
I loaded it, had light but positive tongue pressure
and commenced to swag precisely when I ex-
ceeded 47 mph but perfectly stable at 45 mph.

Before loading up the next time I checked
the pressure (20 psi) and inflated the tires to the
rated maximum of 35 psi. Result - no sway
tendencies when loaded, even at 65 mph, and
even when loaded to twice the rated capacity of
the trailer (5200 lbs).

The basics of trailering remain whether
pulled by a 2, 3, or 4 or more wheeled vehicle -
except that the problems created by sway are felt
more acutely the fewer number of wheels the
pulling unit has. In researching this point with
Bill Brobst, the wizard of trailering, I noted his
remedy to sway in his delightful booklet - "Pull-
ing your Tail - A Primer on the Art of Motorcycle
Trailering."

1. Ensure positive tongue weight. At least 3%,
but not more than 10% (minimum of 10 lbs,
not more than 40 lbs). In playing around with
my concrete blocks and having gravel dumped
on my 10 x 6 trailer, too much tongue weight
makes the rear of the car settle too much; a
negative tongue weight puts too much strain
on the ball joint, reduces rear wheel traction,

and steering becomes inprecise. Bill probably
has a fairly good handle on tongue weights.

2. Bill further suggested that reducing tire pres-
sure may help reduce sway. This was not my
experience with heavier loads so we put our
heads together to see if we could wrestle this
dragon.

Bill had done some experimentation to
induce sway to verify work done earlier by Oke
Okelshan of the Chicago Region BMW Club.

Bill's tests were done with his R90 BMW
and a Born Free trailer using concrete blocks as
ballast. His test matrix encompassed trailer loads
of zero, 150 and 300 lbs; tire pressures of 10, 25,
and 40 psi; and tongue weight of 15 and 40 lbs.
Tire bulging did occur with the 10 psi/300 lb
combination. The test track was rough with road
patches and tar strips. He also tried to induce
sway by a violent swerve. Sway is similar in its
effect to wobble and weave, or lateral displace-
ment at the tire-road interface.

The worst case was with the trailer empty
because of the bounce effect. With loading the
trailer would settle down, except at the highest
tire pressures. A light tongue weight caused
much more sway in all cases.

Based upon Bill's extensive experience with
trailering he suggests loading the trailer as you
would for travelling with a positive tongue
weight described above and with equal loading
on each wheel. Then inflate tires to the
manufacturer's recommended pressure or 30 to
35 psi. Now slowly deflate tires equally until
there is just the very slightest of bluge at the
bottom of the tire (but certainly no lower than 20
psi). That seems to work best for Bill on each of
his four trailer rigs.

For more information on motorcycle
trailering, why not drop Bill a line at SR 285 Old
Squaw Drive, Kitty Hawk, N.C. 27949, for a
copy of his book.
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Salute
A Salute to Our Old Timers

The USCA honors its old timers, some
of whom either watched or participated in
the board speedway racing prevalent from
1915 to 1924. This salute is by Doc
Patterson, a dear friend of mine whom I met
occasionally at Motorcycling Doctors Asso-
ciation meetings when we were both just a
trifle more active.

"As a young lad in my teens and twen-
ties, I was fortunate to have a charging,
rugged and faithful pony and to be able to
ride him bareback over the hills of south-
eastern Iowa near the Missouri state line.
Those were the joyful days. The thrill of
being mounted on that rugged steed instilled
in me the motorcycle fever that was to
follow in later years.

"I became fascinated with the stirring
stories that the returning Doughboys wear-
ing their San Brownie hats told of their days
as motorcycle messengers in W.W. I.

"So first I wish to salute those Ameri-
can motorcycle factories who made those
motorcycle sidecar outfits and salute those
Doughboys who rode them.

"My fascination with sidecars continued
to grow as one of our neighbors bought a
sidecar outfit and used it on the local muddy
roads.

"By now it was 1919 and my father
rolled the horse buggy out of the shed and
pushed in a brand new Maxwell ragtop
touring automobile. My parents then con-
sented to my riding the Rhode Island steam
passenger train to Chicago, IL. some 350
miles away where I purchased my first
motorcycle. It was a used 4 cylinder in-line
Henderson. the frustrated mechanic at
Collins Motorcycle Company finally rushed
me through the suburbs of Chicago headed
in the general direction of Iowa after first
spending several hours teaching me how to
operate the suicide clutch and how to shift

gears. Two days and many encounters with
slick rails at wet railroad crossings, saw me
rolling the Henderson into the buggy shed
where the Maxwell once stood.

"I salute Mr. Schwinn of bicycle fame,
his engineer, Mr, Henderson who engineered
the Henderson and the Super-X motorcycles.
Many will find, on looking up under the
front fork of an old Henderson, the name
plate "Schwinn." They discontinued motor-
cycle manufacturing about 1930 in favor of
expanding their bicycle production.

"My Henderson and I were inseperable
until the thirties when I joined the 113th
National Guard Horse Calvary. I was dis-
charged before W.W. II.

"I salute that gallant Calvary who
traded their horses for light tanks, half-
tracks and motorcycles and we met General
Rommel's forces with their Panzer Divisions
in North Africa with our versatile sidecar
outfits.

"I salute those American factories who
contributed to the W.W. II effort so faith-
fully.

"My military career terminated after the
Korean conflict and my interests returned to
horses and motorcycles. No one thought it
peculiar, in the Wyoming mountainside, for
a Dentist to have owned five sidecar outfits
and a string of faithful pack horses. Of
course, my current outfit is by Harley
Davidson (see photo, over).

"I salute the faithful of the motorcycle
world, especially the sidecarists whose
tradition spans four-score years. I especially
salute the efforts of Hal Kendall, Doug
Bingham and Jim Krautz, who have given
countless hours of service to the United
Sidecar Association. We need more people
like them to stand up and be counted in this
present situation. Their stand to forge ahead
and make it work is the only rock to stave
off disaster.
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"I salute Mr. Youngblood and the
A.M.A. in their efforts to foster a good
image of motorcycling.

"The older I become, the more I rely on
my trusty sidecar. I am glad the sidecar has
not been forgotten because it boosts the
moral of us older riders and allows the
handicapped to remain active and mobile.

"There is nothing like being a Cham-
pion of Faith. One thing that helps is the
good wholesome activity of motorcycling
and the fellowship created.

"Old motorcyclists never die, they just
become sidecarists."

Harold (Doc) Patterson (255), Cody, WY.

Salute

Harold (Doc) Patterson

Quick-Change Sidecar Race
David L. Hough, Bainbridge Is., WA.

Why not try this event at your next sidecar
meet. It will certainly test your skills, especially
trying to keep the sidecar wheel 'flying' with a
loaded chair!

Lesser skills are to be found in the "Sidecar
Operator Manual," pages 45 to 47, available
from the USCA bookshop.

Note: This is a circus stunt that has nothing
to do with safe driving skills.  Is it possible to
do?  Yes.  Can it be done with a car or a truck?
Of course it can.  Can even be done with an 18-
wheeler and has been done as movie stunts.

But this has no place in normal street
driving skills.  There are no situations where you
can suddenly be faced with a need for this type of
skill.  Better you practice your normal right curve
skills of slowing down, use of the front brake,
use of the throttle, use of ballast, use of sliding
techniques, and so on.  You are driving a 2-track
vehicle, not a lopsided solo machine - HAK.
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Getting Started
Introducing Feature Articles
by John Ewing, Lafayette, IN

John has spent many years helping side-'
carists and potential sidecarists get 44„ their rigs
set up properly. The articles that follow are based
on his experiences which he wishes to share with
others. He, like myself, has seen some extremely
nice setups at rallies, some are average while a
few leave a lot to be desired. In the last men-
tioned category, the faults are primarily because
the sidecar builder was unaware of basic funda-
mentals involved in how to select the correct
sidecar for his particular motorcycle, how to
attach it correctly, or how to align it properly -
perhaps some combination of all three. And,
while most sidecar builders with untidy rigs are
keen to tidy them up, to make them safer and
handle better, a few will not listen or take any
advice from anyone. Their egos are involved.

This series is for those who will listen. But,
as sidecaring still remains somewhat of an art,
not a science, so there are many, many opinions.
This series reflects John's opinions and
experience:a Not all will agree. If your experi-
ence differs, why not drop a line to our new
editor, c/o H. Kendall, anytime. We will be
delighted to share your experiences and opinions.

Hal Kendall

Getting Started in Sidecaring
By J.R. Ewing, Lafayette, Indiana

Jack and Nancy are a young couple who
have just invested in a nearby motorcycle shop.
They want to get started in sidecaring and came
to me for advice. This letter and the letters that
will follow shortly in later issues of the "Sidecar-
ist," reflect the letters I sent to this delightful
couple. Perhaps they will be of interest to other
sidecarists or potential sidecarists.

>>>>>>> See the letters that follow>>>>>

Dear Jack,
This letter has two purposes: to give you a

useful background in the field of sidecars and to
offer help to sidecarists already into sidecaring
but are climbing the walls with frustration.

You are now past the death grip and the
heart-in-mouth syndromes, while Nancy is past
the "How do you get into this contraption?" I did
not drag out and slay all of your dragons of
doubt, figuring that acquaintance with a couple
of outfits that are well trained and manageable is
the best testimony of all.

In the great "out there" of motorcycle land
there are sidecarists still struggling with dragons.
Open the SIDECARIST Magazine to the classi-
fied advertisements: how many combos are for
sale that the owner could never persuade to
function properly? After so much disappointment
and frustration, they quit in disgust.

Everyone of those losers is a potential lost
member and potential lost friend. Diplomacy: I
have never learned how to make unsolicited
suggestions in such a way as to brighten
another's day. Walk past an outfit that is drag-
ging, scrubbing and choked for fresh air and
offer just the mildest suggestion. You may
receive a spit in the eye!

Enter ego. "We bolted the rig up the best we
knew how. If I wanted your advice, I would have
asked for it!" This is not all bad. The sidecar
world is full of do-it-yourselfers - the kind of
people who build their own homes, discipline the
kids and generally meet any challenge head on -
so walk softly.

I am pleased that you purchased a sidecar
and complimented immensely to supervise the
installation. Share the experience - let us take
some photos, illustrate our approach and defend
our reasons.

While this setup will not fit every outfit, the
methods and reasoning will. Others will see their
problems from our analysis.
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Philosophy:  Forty-eight years of wrench time
unavoidably crystallizes opinions, some of
which have been wrong.

I am going to lay them out like in a cafete-
ria. Take 'em or leave 'em.

You found a super sharp Jawa-Velorex with
neat little added touches. The Triple A running
board says he had a female passenger, and he
loved her. The turnbuckle-adjustable struts
indicate some ingenuity and a limited level of
experience. Many of us have sweated about how
to adjust the alignment while going down the
road. Some have experimented with automobile
tie-rod adjusters. Most have given it up as a bad
job and one that is unnecessary. There are better
ways.

The welding on the rod ends and the motor-
cycle bracketry are the work of an apprentice
level blacksmith. "Sorry, kid, you ain't gonna
make it!" No skilled fabricator is going to draw
down a 3/8" plate against thin-wall tubing and
tack on the bracketry.

We will use 1/8" steel plate for our
bracketry. I want to hold that add-on plate up
against the motorcycle's frame then transfer it to
a bench vise, beat on it with my copper hammer
and shape the plate to fit the motorcycle frame.
We are going to beat, bend and twist that steel
plate until it can be held up against the frame in
the position we want, with a slip of paper behind
every point of attachment. Not one slip can be
sneaked out of place.

The motorcycle manufacturer did not
anticipate our hanging something extra at this
point. He did not build in extra crush-resistance,
nor did he intend that muffler bracket to serve as
an active sidecar mount.

At same time, the decision was made to
replace the original tire. Why? This sidecar had
little use and had much tender care. Regardless,
the tread was scrubbed off in a relatively few
miles.

The reason may be understood by consider-
ing another field of endeavor. Most of the cars at

this year's Indianapolis 500 were Marches with
Cosworth engines. Some ran over two hundred
ten miles per hour. Some struggled to reach one
hundred ninety. There were former winners
capable of winning again, scattered up and down
the numbers. Why?

There are probably a dozen drivers capable
of running within a heartbeat of one another, yet
they do not. The difference lies largely in how
they were setup.

This mating of a motorcycle with a sidecar
is very similar to building a race car. The major
components come from other sources. The
connective tissues, the weight distribution, the
elected mechanical reaponses, are our own. We
truly do create our own problems.

Compatibility: the Jawa-Velorex is a dandy
compact unit designed for a modest displacement
European motorcycle. We have abused its ances-
tors by attaching them to war horses of impres-
sive bulk and strength, then resorted to sandbags
or boiler plate to get enough weight in the side-
car to keep it on the ground.

My favorite strategem is to fill all of the
hollow spaces in the frame with lead - shotgun
pellets poured into all cavities. Gentle hammer-
tapping on the frame, especially near the bends,
will flow and pack the pellets. You can lead them
anywhere. Twenty-five pounds of shot in the
frame is better than a bunch more weight carried
higher.

Opinion: The weight of the sidecar is
relatively unimportant to economy once we
get it rolling.

Of far more importance are aerodynamic
effects. If the fifty extra pounds in the sidecar
structure overpowers your brakes, the sidecar is
fitted to the wrong motorcycle!

Now choose the fairing that is going on the
motorcycle. Its bracket should be in place before
routing the sidecar struts. They should not
compete for the same living space.

Getting Started..
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Break the news gently - you now have a
new problem. The nose of the sidecar and the
windshield on the sidecar do a dandy job of
splitting the wind and spilling the inside air
turbulance all over you. Your half comes up
under your right hand and elbow, numbs your
ribs and freezes your face.

That is why the windscreens on two Steib
sidecars have been modified to slope sharply to
the rear. Less cold air displacement.

Rear suspension - it is good practice to
upgrade its capacity.

Fit the suspension from an eleven hundred
cc solo to a sidecar-hauling seven fifty. Let me
tell you about last summer's vacation trip:

Those West Virginia mountaineers are
fabulously good drivers. The inept are killed
instantly. If your hat needs down-sizing a peg or
two, just get onto one of those macadamized
buffalo trails doin' the best you can with a string
of locals piled up behind and wanting to pass.

On this motorcycle we will fit Mulholland
spring-over-air units, then we'll experiment with
the available spring rates.

The combination of air and coil spring
suspension makes it possible to use each support
system for what it does best. When pure air
shocks first hit our market we thought it was the
answer. In this I had lots of company. We were
wrong.

Coil springs, single or in combination, are
compact, responsive to fine tuning and reliable.
Experiment with spring capacities until you have
found sufficient support for yourself, the motor-
cycle and sidecar - normally loaded - and with
the suspension only one-third depressed.

Once again - clearly - with the outfit bolted
together and ready to go, with you on board in
winter clothing, the suspension should have two-
thirds of its design travel in reserve to cushion
adversity.

Of course, you are unable to hit two-thirds

precisely, so you have wisely used slightly
weaker coil springs and supplemented these with
low pressure air - possibly only twenty to thirty
pounds?

Air pressure is put to work for what it does
best - adjustment. When you take a passenger
aboard the bike with you, the added weight
causes the left rear corner of the outfit to sag.
The outfit steers left.

With a little experience you will know how
much air to add in order to restore proper ride
height and correct the steering.

With an on-board air compressor you will
learn to fine tune the suspension while riding
down the road, adding or bleeding off air to
make the outfit steer neutral.

My 1100 Suzuki requires an extra twenty
psi of air to compensate for a one hundred
twenty-six pound passenger.

Air can be employed to further assist the
springs as they tire. Springs lose their resiliency
with use. The bonus is with air support to step in
and help, coil springs do not fade as fast or as far.

Tires
Semi-linear treads are capricious, finding

invisible ruts, tar center lines and rain grooves,
all of which they gladly follow. I had been going
through spasms of desire over Metzler's new
Laser. The Laser's emphasis on later stability
appeared to be suited to our needs.

WHY DON'T WE JUST DO IT?
We did. It was a disaster. We tried two

different tire sizes on two different motorcycles
with two different sidecars. Both were spookily
over-sensitive from one mph on up and both
wobble-accelerative from thirty mph up to fifty
which is where we sidecarists are already gushy.

The smaller 3.25 cross-section tire was
tameable with a steering damper and stern
advice; the larger 130/90J was unredeemable. We
pulled it off!

Getting Started..
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Confidence in that decision was reinforced
after a visit to a Chicago trade activity show. I
learned that Michelin, blessed with unexpected
good product acceptance of their Hi-Sport front
tire by street riders, found it prudent to remove
the underthe-tread reinforcing belt. Hence, mid-
range wobble for a sidecar outfit. Are other
premium high-performance tires in the same
category? These we do not need.

The rear tire needs enhanced capacity to
absorb side loading or "swing thrust," for the
sidecar's reaction to air resistance is to swing
around the motorcycle, to the rear and to the left.

I have a 16" wheel that is not overworked. It
has a set of double-row ball bearings on each
side. Besides this fun discussion feature, there is
a still good IRC tire fitted, worn to fit the road. It
is a reasonable first step in the right direction of
putting more tread on the road.

Rubber-on-the-road is today's best kept
secret for sending an outfit straight down the
pike. This is awfully hard to attain. Our rear
swing forks just do not have enough width to
accept what we'd like. Shaft drive machines are
especially underprivileged in this respect.

Every sidecar machine deserves its own tire
pressure guage. Most motorcycle tires need more
attention than they are getting. The outfit will
make neglect more noticeable.

The tire pressures recommended in your
Owner's Manual were intended for the machine
as it left the factory in solo trim. Now more
loaded, we must look to the tire manufacturer's
recommendation for maximum load and service.
Somewhere on the side of that tire is a little box
with a message - "So many pounds of load
capacity at so many psi of pressure."

Inflate cycle's tires to maximum load capac-
ity. READ THE MESSAGE ON THE  TIRE!

A front tire that is wearing a "heel and toe"
pattern is telling you it is operating underinflated
for the load it is carrying. The tire is on the firing
line. Who are you gonna believe, it or the book?

The sidecar wheel - one thing we do not
want from the sidecar wheel is a steering effect.
We would love a magic carpet out there which
telegraphed no bumps, met no resistance, re-
sponded eagerly to our slightest whim and
weighed half as much as a feather. Certain
compromises must be accepted, among which is
that it ain't gonna happen!

That inexpensive aftermarket tire now fitted
will do just fine. The tread pattern tries to be all
things to all situations and ends up effective at
none, which is exactly what we want. No steer-
ing effect.

Toe-in
Current motorcycles put enough quality

rubber on the ground to minimize rear wheel
side-slip. The sixteen inch tire will be added
traction improvement. For two six-packs of beer
and a chalk board, I will prove the lean out of the
motorcycle is the only thing that makes  it go
straight down the road. Toe-in on this machine
with this tire combination and this particular
sidecar is going to be exactly zero - after which
we will read the tires.

Toe-in is the least understood, most abused
and quickest-to-start-an-argument dimension in
our sidecar legend. "Legend" it is, for this slick
trick of the far past just is not as important with
today's sticky tires and today's aerodynamically
slippery sidecars. 'Tis nice to know about and to
resort to if one is towing a side-by-side triple
adult saloon with a barn door windshield.

Very modest toe-in tightens up the steering,
which you have proved to not need, for you've
ridden both of mine. If we have enough parasitic
drag to cause sideways displacement of the
cycle's rear wheel, modest toe-in will eye the
transition when that drag suddenly ceases (wind
gusts from the side, etc.). If the drag and the
sideways displacement are severe enough, the
sidecar tire will tell us by a pattern of scuffing
across the tread.

Getting Started..
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Outfits with that kind of mass and that kind
of frontal area, are few and far between. Most of
us are more into cheating the wind than putting
up a big front.

This four banger will pull that sidecar quite
happily with stock gearing. We will measure the
outside diameter of the original drive wheel and
tire, the replacement sixteen inch drive wheel
and tire and adjust the sprocket numbers to
correct any variation.

The valve tappets for our use of this  motor-
cycle will be set loose. The manufacturer's
recommendation is .004" to .005". We will set
the intakes at .006 and the exhausts at .007 very
carefully.. Reasons why are another evening's
lecture.

Bring the cheapest beer in the store. I am
firmly convinced that they all taste the same.

John

Getting Started..

Engine caseguard carries accessories safe
from harm. Oil cooler gets “clean” un-

disturbed air, dumps its heat into wind tunnel
NOT back onto the engine.

Fairing bracket is fitte immediately.
Sidecar strut must live in whatever space is

left over.

Sidecar’s nose will split the wind, dumping
some onto you.

Bug deflector on the nose was a lousy idea -
turbulence. Space between sidecar and

motorcycle becomes a wind tunnel.
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French S/Cs
The French Connection

There are several sidecar manufacturers in
France, including Jewell, Hechard and are real tasty.
Hechard sent some details of his products to share with
us. The base price for his 176 lb. "lightweight" is about
$2000; the "Convertible," and the "Standard" weigh in
at about 250 lbs and cost about $2500.

The support frames are of 1-1/2 inch sq. steel
tubing. The swing arm is mounted in silent blocks and
features an Ohlins shock absorber. The 15 inch alumi-
num wheel includes a hydraulic brake. The body is of
fibreglass and mounted on six cushioned blocks.
Interior is well finished in color coordinated upholstry.

And, they offer a two year warranty. Body
variations include a double width, and a double seat
(in-line). Accessories include top cases, fairings, top
roll bars, luggage lockers, headlamps, glove boxes. The
units can be color coordinated. Seats are nearly 30” w.
This page has been updated 10/10/2005

SIDE-CARS HECHARD
Z.I route du XXIe Siècle
86130 Chasseneuil-du-Poitou
Tél. 05 49 52 76 78
http://www.hechard-sidecars.com/
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Bike Australia

Bike and chair in fire engine red. WOW! Photo by Ros Marks
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25th Jumbo UK
Twenty-Fifth Jumbo Run: UK

Hundreds of outfits and over a thousand
people renewed friendships at the British twenty-
fifth Jumbo run last Fall. Best of all they enjoyed
a day giving pleasure to handicapped children.

Last year's Chairman, Cyril Heath of
Watsonian, said you have no idea what joy you
bring to a child until you look down into your
sidecar and see that beaming smile.

Goodies arrive for the children.

Outfits arrive at Dudley Zoo.
Sidecars Assembling at Chelmsley Hospital

Sidecars Leaving Chelmsley Hospital
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S/C Racing, UK
Annual Sidecar Burn-Up
By Julian Dellar, Broxbourne, U.K.

On the last weekend in October I had the pleasure
of going to the Lydden Circuit's final race meeting of
the year, an unusual and exciting fixture where the
main attractions were the country's top sidecar racing
stars. Set in a small valley near Dover, the mile long
circuit can be easily viewed from the surrounding hills,
which provide natural grandstands. The weather was
dry, cool and windy, in fact an excellent autumn
afternoon and the dry circuit provided for some
exciting racing.

Most of the races were clubman events where the
novices, wearing orange bibs, mixed with more
experienced racers. (For a novice to lose his bib he
must compete at three different circuits and finish a
number of races.) The day's races, 16 in all, were a
mixture of heats where the top six finishers went on to
compete in the final;

this was the same for both the sidecar racers and
the solos. There were two groups of sidecar races; the
Formula II class for machines up to 350cc, and the
Formula I for larger capacities, as well as an invitation
race for the Grand Prix stars. This was in the truest
sense of the word not a race, more a demonstration as
each outfit took a turn at leading. The racers involved
were: Steve Webster and Simon Birchall Derek Bayley
and Bryan Nixon Steve Abbott and Shaun Smith Barry
Brindley + passenger Dave Hallam and Ian Colquhoun

Start of Invitation Race - Lydden, Oct. 1986

The race was won by Bayley and Nixon.

The final race of the day was the "Sidecar Burn-
up" in which the racers from the invitiation race
competed against the winners of the heats. The favored
positions on the grid were given to the stars, a safety
aspect as much as anything else, as the Lydden Circuit
is small and twisting and it was important to give the
ultra fast machines a clear tract. Webster and Birchall
gave a fine display of their skill and won with ease,
lapping several of the clubman in the process.

What struck me about the whole day was the
relaxed, friendly atmosphere. Listening to Steve
Webster joke with the kids as he waited for his outfit to
be scrutineered, and posing to have his picture taken
whenever somebody came up to him. The other racers
were the same. It was the end of the season and it was a
fun day for all. The catering at the circuit was very
good and on a cold morning to be greeted with the
smell of bacon and eggs frying was great. (A bacon and
egg roll cost 60p.) The marshalls who doubled as
scrutineers were talkative and explained to me the
mystery of their work, which I appreciater immensely.

My memory of the racing was supplied by
Webster and Birchall who were allowed a practice lap
on their own. The crisp crackle of their Yamaha
exhaust as they raced round the short circuit and the
sight of their outfit in the autumn sunshine was a real
joy; something I will remember for a long time espe-
cially during the long winter nights.
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Historical
IN THE BEGINNG....
Our resident motorcycle historian, Trevor Thomas,
delved deep into the dusty depths of his archives to
determine how three-wheeled motorcycling
madness began. [Bike Australia]

.Ever since man tamed the horse in pre-historic
times, the thought has existed, "If one can be carried,
why not two?" The first pillion passenger, if records
were kept, could well be traced to this time. Inevitably
the horse gave way to wheeled and then mechanised
transport forms.

The bicycle appeared as a consequence of the
industrial technology of the 1800s in the form we
know as the "penny farthing" bicycle. It is so called,
because if you placed a farthing (a small coin represent-
ing 1/4 of a penny and about the size of a one cent
coin) along side a penny, it would show in rough scale
the bicyle's profile.

Carrying a pillion was impossible and even the
next step, "safety" bicycle (so called because it had two
similar sized wheels) tended to be an anti-social solo
machine. You also had to be very fit. A French newspa-
per in 1893 recognised this problem and ran a competi-
tion to find a method of carrying a passenger.

Enter Monsieur Bertoux. A soldier in the French
Army, he came up with the idea of three triangulated
tubes mounted on the bicycle and supported by a third
wheel. This third wheel was in line with the rear
bicycle wheel and the framework contained a saddle
and footrests for the passenger. It is not recorded what
M. Bertoux's prize was and despite the logical simplic-
ity of the idea, it seems to have been largely ignored.

There were also those who sought to travel
further than a day's pedalling would allow. De Dion
mated the new-fangled "motor" (from Benz and
Daimler) into a frame and introduced the world of
wheeled "motored" transport to the ordinary man.

Based on a three wheeler tricycle, it was a
machine not unlike today's trikes, except for the
passenger rode in a trailer. The unfortunate passenger,
apart from being isolated from the rider, also copped
the road dust, the flung-off engine lubricant (no
recycling oil pumps then) and, as engine power
increased, faced the terrifying danger of suddenly being

detached. A motorcycling book of the period advised
that a prudent rider ask every mile or so "are you
there?"

De Dion revised the concept and placed the
passenger in front, in a comfortable seat with a wheel
on each side, thus ending up with a four wheeled
"quadricycle". It proved to be quite popular and was
obviously safer than the trailer even if critics felt that
the poor passenger would be the first to sample any
impending doom. At this time both three and four
wheelers sold well, the tricycles proving ideal for solo
riding and even racing!

In the meantime the bicycle had acquired a motor
and a reputation (for the day) for reliability, so it was
also given the De Dion treatment. The "fore (from
forward mounted) car", proved to be quite popular but
tended towards heavy and awkward handling.

The main problem was the single rear wheel had
to push a front heavy load and two extra wheel tracks
which consumed engine energy. Engine cooling was
also a problem.

Obviously there had to be a better way. English
manufacturer, Mills & Fulford, already known for their
passenger trailers and forecar conversions, were
amongst the first to experiment with a "side" car in
1902. The unit came from a passenger trailer, with one
wheel removed, attached to the side of the motorcycle.
The sidecar had been born.

By 1904 the sidecar was well on the way to being
a popular method of passenger conveyance. Being a
two track vehicle it handled better than the tricycles and
was easily removed and cheap to produce. As well as a
passenger convenience it also proved to be an ideal
delivery vehicle for business and service industries
such as fire brigades and taxi drivers.

The tricycles and quadricycles eventually died out
with the quadricycles being redesigned to appear as
"cyclecars" (cars with motorcycle engines) and "motor
cars".

World War I saw a major use of both solo and
sidecar motorcycles. Sidecars carried everything from
officers to the wounded and acted as mobile machine
gun units.
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The first sidecars had to be very light because of
the limited horse power of the early engines, and were
orginally made from wickerwork. As engine efficiency
and power output improved manufacturers were able
to look to more solid bodies of timber and metal which
were less subject to rot. Apart from being warmer,
passengers were able to sit in rather than on the unit,
giving greater road stability.

The sidecar gained the support of the family man
who could not afford a car and with increased commer-
cial usage as well the sidecar market saw a burgeoning
of new manufacturers. Many firms even produced
sidecar bodies which could carry two adults and gear.
1923 saw the first of the sidecar races.

From the late '20s increasing worker prosperity,
the desire for all-weather comfort and cheaper prices
for small cars such as the Austin 7 combined to
diminish sidecar sales to the point where many of the
smaller firms had to merge or die out.

The opening years of WWII saw the sidecar in
combat again, although the arrival of the Jeep with its
greater payloads and "easy-todrive" ability was soon to
displace it.

Historical...

The specialist dual-range R75 BMW used by the
German forces was perhaps the ultimate in sidecar
development with its ability to treat off-road conditions
as if they were ordinary roads.

Sidecar manufacture continued after 1945 but
after experiencing a minor boom in the late '40/50s the
coming of the next cheap car, the Mini, saw the sidecar
all but disappear. Sidecar racing, however, continued to
prove very popular. The '60s saw the use of fibreglass
to make sidecar bodies and the first use of smaller
diameter wheels; the English firm of Watsonian is a
classic example.

The '70s saw a revival of interest in sidecarring
and it looks like continuing well into the '80s. Interest-
ingly enough, the trailer has made a comeback too,
though not for passengers! Somehow I think M.
Bertoux would be pleased to know his idea had been
so widely used, even if it didn't end up on the bicycle as
originally planned.

A 1912
Ariel

sidecare of
the wicker
work type.
Easy to see
where the

term
"chair"

came
from!
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"Bite the bullet" takes on new meaning when you consider the some of the older style chairs
such as this Continental.

Historical...

A German D-rad motorcycle with Stoyle sidecar from the late 1920’s.
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‘Tec Note - Tires
Studded Tires on Motorcycles

In the January 1987 issue of the "Sidecf”-ist, Mr.
Donald Gibson asked if anyone tried studded tires on
motorcycles and sidecars. My Honda XR200R is used
for commuting to work winter and summer. In the Fall
I change to a set of studded tires and have run them
during 5 winters. A small sidehack for the bike is also
used now and then.

When the sidehack was built during a long cold
winter, it was tried out and adjusted on the bike while
the XR200R was equipped with studded tires. The
setup and tires worked very well in snow and on ice.

The handling of the small hack outfit with studs
and without studs on dry pavement is not very different
at normal speeds. The sound of the tires is louder and is
the most noticeable change. It is unbelievable how
much traction the studded tires have when compared to
unstudded tires on either a solo bike or with a hack.
The use of just a rear studded tire is not desirable. The
acceleration allowed by using the studded tire on the
rear lets one get going faster than is safe with the poor
traction the front wheel has without studs.

The tires used on my winter bike were good used
Motocross tires that a local dealer drilled and studded.
The studs are regular automobile studs. The employee
doing the work said they prefer to drill and stud tires
that are already mounted on rims and inflated.

Clarence Kessler, Hot Springs, S.D.

Jim Kessler
in their

road-going
outfit on a
weekend

trip in the
Black Hills,

S.D.

Kessler's outfit pretending to be a
"snowmobile."

Tire poblems near WY line
Photo by Bob Anderson
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Industry News
Ice Bar Floats

IPESA Corp. of Lawndale, CA., the manu-
facturer of FruPaletta Frozen Fruit Bars, has
contracted with VendCar of Fordyce, AK. for
twelve 450 Honda twin nighthawk powered
sidehack floats using Side Strider sidecar chassis.

The units have eye catching appeal and the
kids love them. Two outfits showed up at the
Buelton Rally last year. Wow! Those FruPaletta
bars Sure were delicious. IPESA is looking to
franchise. Interested?

Contact: IPESA Corp., 15205 Grevillea Ave
Lawndale, CA. 90260 (213) 676-7726

Vend Car, Route 1, Box 539-A, Fordyce,
Arkansas 71742 (501) 352-2958

Side Strider, 15838 Arminta Street, Unit 25
Van Nuys, CA. 91406, (818) 780-5542

Finntour Sidecar
Made by Lamiteam, Oy

PL 20, 76851 NaavajarAll Finland,
Features:
- Modern aerodynamic design.

- Fibreglass construction.

- Steel frame 1.57 inch square.

- Room to step in (and take a baby with you)

- Light, cassett radio, telephone and clock in the
luxury model.

- Room to sleep in the sidecar.

- Lockable cockpit.

- Length - 80.7 inches

- Width - 33.1 inches

- Height - 44.9 inches

- Weight - 165 to 231 lbs.

- Wheel/Tire - 135SR13 Radial.
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Industry News
California Sidecar,  (800) 824-1523, (714) 891-1033  A Division of U.S. Sidecars, Inc.

7161 Goldenwest Circle, Westminster, CA 92683

CA S/C offers five sidecars covering the range from fitment to motor scooters to the sidecar.
Prices and specs given are for comparison only. Firm prices should be obtained from the factory.
They also produce a light trailer to go behind the sidecar outfit.

Sidekick Commuter Companion Friendship I Friendship II

Minimum 125- 250- 350- 600- 600

Engine 250 cc 500 cc Up Up Up

Empty Weight 85 lb 120 lb 150 lb 190 lb 190 lb +

Width 27" 24" 28" 32" 32"

Leg Room 36" 40" 46" 50” 50"

Tire 4.8 x 8 4.8 x 8 300 x 16 135SR145 135SR145

Chassis 2" 0 1-3/4" 0 1-3/4" 0 1-3/4" 0 1-3/4" 0

Base Price $895 $895 $1395 $1895 $ 2295

Mounts and mounting instructions are tailored for each make and model motorcycle. Paint
options begin at $165, up to $295 for a two-tone factory color match. Tinted windshields are $45
extra if purchased in lieu of the conventional windshield at time of purchase. Ask CA S/C for prices
for windshields purchased as an aftermarket cessory.

Other accessories include seat belts, map light, steering damper, stereo radio-cassette player,
stereo speakers, convertible top, luggage rack, bumper, entry step, driving lamp, turn signal, courtesy
light, rearview mirror, m/c-s/c cover and so forth.

Additionally, a 30 cu ft storage trailer is available on 16" wheels with 350 lb load capacity. Base
cost is $1095. Features torsion bar suspension.

CA Friendship II, 200?
CA Sidekick, 1987
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Industry News
Adjustable Lean Out Control,
Sidecar Brakes and Relays
Leslie McCoig, Aurora, MO.

I recommend to Stroker (and to any sidecar-
ist, potential or experienced) the delights of a
Vern Goodwin three point suspension with
electric or manual adjustable turnbuckle for lean
out control. With toe-in set at about one eighth of
an inch the rig can be steered neutrally regardless
of crown or load. If it pulls to the right just
increase lean out, if to the left, reduce lean out.

My first three sidecars were equipped with
brakes, the next five did not. I also have a Star-
light sleeper trailer without brakes. I intend
putting brakes on all. I am using a Tekonsha
Weathertronic brake control Model 2040, which
is an electrical unit controlled from the stoplight
signal.

When you begin to apply either motorcycle
brake the stoplight signal alerts the control box
to activate a pendulum but no brake force is
given to the sidecar wheel.

Retardation of the motorcycle (by grabbing
brakes) causes the pendulum to swing forward
which then applys a braking force to the sidecar
wheel. The sidecar brake therefore lags the
motorcycle brakes which is just what is required.
The control was originally developed for trailers
and a single control can handle up to four brake
drums. The retrofit to the Goodwin chassis has
worked out very well.

Installation does require some minor sur-
gery. The old hub must be cut off or removed and
the new axle flange, brake and drum installed.
My parts were obtained from Redneck Trailer
Supplies, 2100 N.W. Bypass, Springfield, MO.
65803 - (417) 864-5856.

All high current devices, such as electric
brake controls, spot lights and so forth should be
controlled through a separate fused relay for each
device. The relay is activated by a very low
current drain in the control circuit so current can
be delivered to where you need it while you do
not strain the bike's original electrical harness.

Industrial News - Velorex
American Jawa has recently opened up a

warehouse in Houston, Texas, to serve side-
carists better. This means freight charges for all
sidecarists will be less. You can get a high quality
Velorex sidecar at a very attractive, low and
affordable price.

Further details regarding pricing from Helen
Poulos, National Sales Manager, American Jawa
Ltd., 185 Express St., Plainview, L.I., New York
11804 or call (516) 938-3210.

Current models include their traditional
black fibreglass unit and their newest aerody-
namic model 700S in silver and black. Both units
can be fitted with a vinyl roof or tonneau cover
and include a 16 inch wheel with drum brake and
suspension. Velorex uses universal mounting
hardware.

Velorex 562

Velorex 700
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Rally
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E&F Register
REGISTER FOR EMERGENCY AND FRIENDSHIP
CONTACTS (USCA MEMBERS ONLY)

The USCA is asking for volunteers from the members for the EMERGENCY AND FRIEND-
SHIP CONTACT SYSTEM. These listings are for emergency help, sidecaring socialization, or both,
depending on your preference.

The Emergency Only category is to provide aid during a breakdown, accident, theft, etc. The
Friendship Only category is an open invitation for sidecarists passing through to stop and say Hi.

Yes! I would like to volunteer for emergency contact, sidecaring socialization, or both:

State:_________ Town:__________________  First Name:______________________

Phone:______/________________ Membership:_________ Number ZIP Code:______

EMERGENCY ONLY [___] FRIENDSHIP ONLY BOTH [___]

Send this form to: Don Schwanke, Big Springs - Rt. 1, P.O. Lecompton, KS 66050
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Coming Events
NOTE TO PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN: News about events and other announcements of a
timely nature must be on my desk at least two and one half months prior to SIDECARIST
cover date. Please send all information to: Terry Strassenburg, 18461 Martin Ave. Homewood,
IL 60430. 312/799-1289

If you don't, see a listing for your area contact your state director. After your meet, don't forget to
send in those pictures and facts. Your pictures may wind up in the SIDECARIST and be the envy
of those who didn't attend.

USCA EVENTS
Aug 2 - NIR/USCA - Blackberry Farms Contact: Ed Johnson (312) 799-1289

Aug 7-9 - USCA Wisconsin Chapter - 2nd Annual Antigo Campout , Contact: Allen Schultz, S30 W
29455 Williams Way Waukesha,,WI 53186

September 6 -North IL Sidecarists Bathtub Derby, Contact: Ed Johnson (312) 333-9167 510 E.
162nd Street, South Holland, IL 60473

September 11-13 - Gt. Lakes Sidecarists, Tri-Lake Campground, Marshall, MI, Contact: Ardis Forest
(313) 632-7593

October 24-25 - 16th Griffith Park Rally Van Nuys, CA, Contact: Doug Bingham (818) 780-5542

Nov. 6-8 Southern Fried CA Chapter Havasu Nites IV Sidecar Rally, Echo Lodge Resort, Parker
Dam, CA. Contact: Jack Fassel, 13110 Old West Ave. San Diego, CA. 92129, (619) 484-2010

January 1, 1988 - 21st Polar Bear Run South Suburban BMW 2725 Chicago Road S. Chicago Hts, IL
60411, Contact: Marty (312) 754-6466 Ed (312) 333-9167

CSOC Events - Canada  - Contact: Osie Shanks (519) 794-3707
July 31-Aug 3 - CSOC Quebec Chapter - First Annual Rally

Courtesy Listings
Aug, 14-16 - Great Lakes Sidecar Meet European-Vintage Run - $14 pp before 8/6, then $17 pp

Camping $2,00 pp Cycle-Moore Campground Interlochen, MI Contact: (616) 276-9091

Sept. 23-26 - Aspencade '87, Columbia, Missouri, Contact: Til Thompson, 3035 West Thomas Road,
Phoenix AZ 45017- (800) 237-5450
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Misc.

WATSONIAN
75TH

ANNIVERSARY
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
Depart LAX August 25th (or other US cities).

Arrive Gatwick, England, August 26th -stay at
nearby hotel.

August 27th: Sightsee London - proceed to
Birmingham.

August 28th: Sightsee at Warwick Castle,
Stratford-on-Avon, Blenheim Palace, etc.,

August 29th: Sidecar rally site open, also
Motorcycle Museum.

August 30th: Rally, museum, Watsonian ban-
quet.

August 31st: Party at Watsonian factory.

COST: $1150 per person, round trip, double
occupancy, rally banquet, etc.

MORE DETAILED
PROGRAM AVAILABLE

FROM DOUG
(818) 780-5542

INTERESTED
IN BACK ISSUES

OF THE SIDECARIST?
WE HAVE MOST ISSUES

AVAILABLE BACK TO
JANUARY 1980

SEND A SASE FOR LISTING
TO:

UNITED SIDECAR
ASSOCIATION, INC.

633 OGDEN RD.
NEW LENOX, ILLINOIS 60451

GET IT
ON!
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Classifieds
WANTED - FOR SALE - EXCHANGE - These ads run for two consecutive issues for a small
fee. A handy form is included for your convenience. FIRST TIME ADS
1981 Goldwing - Custom fully enclosed sidecar

(like Motorvation Coupe Royale). Seats two.
Extra storage, 5 Gal Fuel tank with pump.
Very good condition. Tony Dusatko (402) 493-
2488 11617 Queens Drive, Omaha, NE 68164

Help! Help! Need info on mounting Vetter
Terraplane on '78 Goldwing. Photos - Draw-
ings  Dennis Fode, 7080 Cramberry Street
Anchorage, AK 99502

Wanted - Windshield for 1977 Squire or info .
Bob Gilbert (904) 264-4667 688 Claire Lane,
Orange Park, VLA 32073

Used Watsonian Monza Sidecar - Fair condition,
Color White - Hardware for GL 1100,
$500.00, Contact: (818) 248-9631 (Business)

Used Cal. Friendship 1 - Tonneau Cover -Black,
Gold Pinstripe, $1100.00, (818) 248-9631

Used Zephyr Sidecar - Red $500.00, GL Mount-
ing Hardware, Contact: (818) 248-9631

Used Motorvation Roadster Royale - Black
Convertible Top - Custom Harley Spoke
Wheel - Good Condition $2000.00 OBO,
Contact: (818) 248-9631 (Business)

Used Motorvation Custom Coupe Royale - '82
Aspencade Silver & Grey - Custom Interior -
Bra - Light Bar - Hardware for GL 1100
$2000.00, Contact: (818) 248-9631 (Business)

Used Ultra Sidecar - Color matched to 1985
Honda GL Ltd - Gold & Brown - Very Good
Condition - Mounting Hardware included,
$2000.00 OBO, Contact: (818) 248-9631

1978 BMW 880/7 with Ural Sidecar. All black.
with RS type fairing, Lester wheels, bags, fork
brace. 19 K on bike, hack hardly used. $3,500,
Carl, San Diego (619) 458-2470 (0) 578-8023

1976 BMW R90 - EMI Sidecar, Drive Train,
35,000 miles on engine and trans. 3,000 miles
on rig - $7,500 invested  $6,700, Contact Jim
Sefton, 118 N. Main Street North East, MD
21901 Phone: (301) 287-5225

Utah Sidecar Body - location for tail light and
headlight. White Gelcoat - $200, Contact John
Ammon, 648 East 13th, South S.L.C., Utah,
Phone: (801) 533-6554 (W), Or 487-4458

1981 Motorvation Roadster. Mag Wheel. Brakes,
Gas Tank, Convertible Top $1,995, Contact
Rodger Mattson, 4 Holly East, Alton, IL,
Phone: (618) 254-4309

Squire S/C, Convertible Top, Tonneau, Large
Trunk, Luggage Rack, Mag Wheel. Roll Bar,
Frame Surrounds Body. Perfect. Black. 1983
Honda CB1000, Shaft, Dual Range, Black/
Grey, 9 K miles. Exc. handling. Will split,
$1,100/$1,400, Contact: Tom Turner, 1502
Renwick Lane, Vista, Colorado 92084 Phone:
(619) 724-6758

1985 Motorvation Engineering Formula II
Deluxe Limited Edition Sidecar, convertible
top, torsion adjuster handle, 10 gal. fuel tank,
seat belt, brake system, 2 tone '84 Aspencade
Blue, steering damper with brackets, full
cover, many more extras. Will deliver within
500 miles. Original price $3950. Asking
$2900. Used once, 3000 mile trip. Excellent
condition. Nick D'Ambruoso, Swansea, MA
02777 (617) 674-2709

1985 DNEPR 650cc with Sidecar, 1988 Califor-
nia Reg. Only 1300 miles, perfec condition
$2800/0B0, Contact: Tom - 415-387-2219 or
415-768-4884

Wanted Mounting Bracket for Vetter Windjam-
mer SS, Fairing and Saddle Bags for a 1978
Honda Gold Wing GL 1000. Bill
Grochowalski, (313) 587-2275 9400 Doty
Road. Maybee, MI 48159

1958 BMW R60 with 1957 Steib S350. Super
condition. New Paint, Tonneau, Windscreen
Upholstery. Sidecar Gears. Pictures available -
$4900, Pierce Felch(201) 469-8238 1412
Drum Hill Road, Martinsville, N.J. 08836
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Classifieds
WANTED - FOR SALE - EXCHANGE - These ads run for two consecutive issues for a small
fee. A handy form is included for your convenience.

SECOND TIME ADS
STEIB 5501 - Partly restored, body work profes-

sionally done, needs assembly, detailing, seat,
windshield, wheel work, otherwise complete.
Asking $1,500 U.S. as is.

Bob - (416) 226-1363, Toronto, Ontario (60
miles from site of July '87 rally.)

Unit Leading Link Forks for 1981 Gold Wing.
New in original shipping container. Cost -
$600. NBO. Dorothy Metzler, F. O. Box 5462,
Clinton, N. J. 08809 (201) 735-7565

1981 Gold Wing with Watsonian Monaco.
Bereavement necessitates sale. See March '85
"Sidecarist." Dorothy Metzler, P. O. Box 5462,
Clinton, N.J. 08809 (201) 735-7565

WANTED - Fibreglass sidecar, complete, H-D
CLE w/mounts to fit 1982 FLH Classic. Write
A. L. Hariadji, M.T. Haryono 305, Semanang
50136, Indonesia

WANTED Steib TR500 Special BMW Sidecar.
Perfect condition. Spare tire rack, windshield,
cover, all hardware. Prefer east of Miss. (301)
662-9587. William Jeffers (5698) Singletree
Dr., Frederick, MD 21701

'85 BMW K100RT - '86 EMI deep red color
matched. Hand warmers - 3500 miles. Illness -
must sell - $11,000. Paul Post, 1210 Superior
Drive, Auburn, IN. 46706 - (219) 925-1155.

FIRST TIME ADS, CONT
1981 Jupiter Sidecar - Metal Construction Black/

Gold Trim, Windscreen, Luggage Rack,
Steering Damper - Used on '80 Gold Wing -
$995/obo, J. L. Baldwin (314) 441-2252 111
Satinwood Ct., St. Charles, MO 63303

1980 KZ1300, Full Dress, Air Suspension, Duel
Charging System, 19,000 Miles.  Also, 1980
Coupe Royale Sidecar, Color Matched,11
Aux. Gas Tank with Elec. Fuel Pump, Air
Suspension, Turn Signals and Drive Light,
1000 Miles. All in excellent condition -
$4300., Dennis Banker, (602) 855-4611 194
N. Acoma, Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403

Utah Sidecar Body, White gelcoat, commercially
made, position for headlight and taillight,
fiberglass seat - $275. John (801) 487-4458
(H)/(801) 533-5321

1980 Suzuki GS850 shaft drive with 1985 Squire
adult/child sidecar. Both good condition. Bike
has fairing, bags and radio, 14 K miles. $3000
o.b.o. Kevin Plank, 43 Hakim St. Ext.,
Danbury CT 06810 - Phone (203) 792-3687

HELP need frame mount shift gate for H-D3
SPD and reverse jockey shift H-D #3379166.
New - used - or info to make my own 41
would be appreciated. Contact: J. J. Hazucha,
2589 Elliott Aven., Columbus, OH 43204 -
(614) 276-0281
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Manufacturers & Services
These services appear lean. When I called several of the manufacturers listed they were a) out
of business, b) did not know their cards were listed, c) had changed address or phone number.
This service to manufacturers, dealers and others, can only be continued if current. Cards
listed are believed correct. If your card is not here, send card, plus $50.00 to the USCA, 711
Plainwood Drive, Houston, Texas 77079. If you paid for a card and it is not listed, send new
card and advise period card was to be listed ($50.00 per 12 months). Our members refer to
these cards constantly!
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Bookshop
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Advertizement
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Application Form
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