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From where I sit
100 years of Sidecaring

For my topic this season, with your indul-
gence, I would like to draw your thoughts to where
we have been and where we are going. And possibly
have a lot of fun in between.

We are getting close to observing 100 years of
sidecaring. Is it an event worthy of respecting and
celebrating? Why not? Both the motorcycle and the
automobile have seen their 100th anniversary.
Watsonian celebrated their 75th last year. The
sidecar, developed around the turn of the century to
fill a specific need, requires no lesser respect. As
sidecarists, it really is of little concern what the
motive power is, or where that power is directed.
Yesterday it was pedal power, today it is the internal
combustion engine, and tomorrow it may be solar or
turbine power.

Did I say pedal power? It has generally been
assumed by the popular motorcycle press that the
first sidecar was developed in 1902 or 1903, some
say in response to a cartoon by George Moore in the
January 7, 1903 issue of the Motor Cycle. But we
know of a French sidecar outfit built in 1901. We
have also seen sidecars attached to bicycles in
today's environment and can trace that form of
transportation at least back to 1907. But did the
sidecar as attached to a bicycle have its origin from
sidecars attached to contemporary motorcycles, or
did the owners of a motorcycle  copy the sidecar
from the sidecars attached to a contemporary
bicycle? Or do we really care?

We know that the early motorcycles were
made by individuals skilled in the bicycle trade, and
that the forecar and the rearcar and the trailer had all
been tried for many years in the bicycle world before
they were adapted to the motorcycle world, so why
not the sidecar?

Iindeed, a satirical sketch appeared in the Girl
of the Period Miscellany. of May, 1869 which
depicts the father pedalling a velocipede (front
wheel drive as was the norm in that era) with his
daughter clutching a doll on the pillion behind,
while the missus is comfortably seated in a sidecar
beside the driver.

Was this satire or a street scene? Another
sketch shows a young lady primly pedalling a
velocipede and this definitely was a street scene as
we have seen photos taken in 1868 of French
women pedalling velocipedes and even racing them.
There were two-, three-, and four wheel velocipedes
as well as two-, three, and four wheel cycles which
followed. But were any fitted with a sidecar? In
other words, did anyone deliberately take an existing
two wheel single track vehicle and convert it to a
two track three wheel machine for the same reasons
we do so today?

In 1893 a major Paris newspaper offered a
prize to the first person who could adapt a bicycle to
safely and comfortably carry a passenger. A French
military man, Bartooks, won the contest by design-
ing a crude but effective framework supported by an
outrigger wheel upon which a seat and footrests was
installed. This concept could not be applied to the
motorcycles of the day as little things like starter
motors, gearboxes, and clutches had yet to see the
light of day. Thus it is clear that the sidecar as used
on motorcycles, developed from the sidecar as used
on bicycles and it is possible that SOMEONE may
have added a sidecar to a velocipede a decade or so
earlier.

With such a murky past, what shall we use as
an anniversary date? My recommendation would be
1993. Let's have your comments. There will be
much to do to plan for such an event. First we need
to get uniformity of opinion within the USCA. Then
we need to sell it to the AMA, the MIC, and the
motorcycle world at large. We also need to sell it to
the various sidecar clubs and associations around the
world. So get off your letters to me. Tell me what
you think of the year. If you have a better year please
give your reasons. And how should we celebrate our
100th year Anniversary. If we plan now we can have
a wild time in 1993. That is just five years away.

Hal Kendall
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Editorial
This ain't gonna be any glorious editorial. It

is a gloomy, damp, misty January day and I have
a cold. Fact is, I have Bloody Mary #2 here, to
stave off the effects of both virus and dehydra-
tion. Top that off with the fact that in three more
days I am supposed to be in Death Valley, putting
on a campout for the IBMC (Int'l. Brotherhood of
Motorcycle Campers).

Yesterday was quite different. It was a mild
day with some sun. I was out in the driveway,
changing oil on my Honda 650 Nighthawk/
Watsonian Monza rig when the phone rang.

The call eventually led to an evening con-
versation with one Hal Kendall, regarding the
editorship of this publication that you have
before you.

Fact is, if you are reading this, I have
attempted to take on the job. That is the reason
for the goofed up grammar and spelling you will
be reading. There was never a person connected
with a publication, who's name should be disas-
sociated with "editor", more than mine.

However, I have had something to do with
publications in the past. From 1973 till 1982, I
was the grouch in the back room at ROAD
RIDER, with the glue pot, drafting machine and
blue pencil.

For part of those years, I had a 1972
Kawasaki Mach III, that eventually saw over
100,000 miles on it. And for part of those miles,
the Kaw hauled around a Bingham MK I. While
at the RR offices, I was able to sample various
test hack rigs, to include the Harley-Davidson
combo, Equalean, Neval and recently, an EML
Sport, Motorvation and Watsonian Cambridge.

Since 1983 I have freelanced for several
publications and owned the fore-mentioned 650/
Watsonian rig, which has about 28,000 miles on
it... not very many miles when compaired to a lot
of your rigs.

I'll have to be honest and say I do not count
myself as a sidecar fanatic, because I do have
solo road and on-off road motorcycles, as well as
a fleet of three-wheeler ATVs. I like doing a

variety of riding and sidecaring is only a portion
of it. The present collection adds up to a cluttered
11 bikes, a hack, a trailer (for hauling a trailbike
behind one roadbike) and one dern moped.

Over the last 28 years, I've owned 38 motor-
cycles and have logged in over 600,000 miles.

So you could say I have also had something
to do with motorcycles and sidecars.

None of the foregoing is meant to brag (I've
probably put more than one of you to sleep, so
far), but rather, to let you know that there are
idiots out there fool enough to enjoy motorcy-
cling that much. And - that you are going to have
to contend with one attempting to put the SIDE-
CARIST together, for the time being.

I don't much like being in the limelight, so
don't expect to see me being any kind of flashy
editor. I figure the best service I can provide for
the SIDECARIST is one of being behind the
scenes and trying to attend to getting your Asso-
ciation publication out, so you can stay in contact
with fellow hackers, share your experiences
through these pages and know what is happening
in the world of sidecars.

I just figured a few of you sceptic types out
there might like to know what that fellow Ken-
dall sprung on you!

If I have anything that I approach with
fervor in the realm of motorcycling, it is AMA
membership. I have overheard every imagined
excuse why someone did not belong to AMA,
but I look at it one way: If you enjoy motorcy-
cling, there isn't a better $20 you can spend per
year. Attend any protest or rally you want but
make sure your $20 is where it counts: AMA,
POB 6114, Westerville, OH 43081. Just send
name and address

Bob Anderson
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Letters/Deadlines

Clarence Kessler and the editor (in hack), attempt
to look like Tough Guys as they head for Sturgis, from
Clarence's place in Hot Springs, SD, 90 miles south, in
1985 Summer.  Douglas and Lancaster had no worries,
with subsequent movie. Jan Kessler photo.

Letters
The letters segment will be back in the next

issue of the SIDECARIST. Our main aim with
the editorial transition has been to keep the
SIDECARIST as much on time as is possible.

To do that, both past editor Bryce Lee, and
the new editor, Bob Anderson, both tried to work
ahead of each other. Material for several issues
shuffled between Canada and California, and
what you see, is what fit!

DEADLINES, ISSUES, DATES:
Vol. Issue Cover dates Ed. deadline date

12 No.5 15 Jul.-31 Aug. 1 Jun.'88

12 No.6 1 Sep.-14 Oct. 15 Jul.'88

12 No.7 15 Oct.-30 Nov. 1 Sep.'88

12 No.8 1 Dec.-14 Jan.'89 15 Oct.'88
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Chapters
CHAPTER CORNER
Chapter News

I would like everyone to join me in a
"Welcome Aboard" to the five clubs that
have recently become Affiliated Members of
the USCA. They are:
2+1=3 Central Illinois

Mr. Francis Ward, Box 263, Elliot, IL
60933
The AM-GDI of Portland, OR

Bill Mc Cracken, 6023 SE Monroe,
Milwaukie, OR 97222
Rose City Motorcycle

R.C.M.C., P.O. Box 19007, Portland,
OR 97219
The Cascade Sidecarists

Mike Phillips, 3838 N. Massachusetts
Portland, OR 97227
The Hoosier Hacks

Rob Valdez, 7612 E. 46 th St.
Lawrence, IN 46226

Welcome aboard. Let's see more of you
on the highways and byways, and also at the
rallies.

Ron Bigger
National Chapter Director, USCA

New Chapter and New
Director

The new Chapter Director for the North
and South Dakota's and Wyoming is:
Clarence Kessler, USCA No. 2653 K

P.O. Box 764, Hot Springs, SD 57747

If any of you in these states have any
questions, please feel free to call on him. He
has told me there doesn't appear to be much
activity in his area and he is going to rem-
edy that situation. Welcome aboard,

Clarence, and good luck!

There are still some empty spots for
Chapter Directors ' that need to be filled.
There are also many sidecarists out there
wondering if they are the only ones in the
area. If the USCA is not visible to these
folks they may never get a chance to enjoy
and learn about our outstanding and rather
unique group of sidecarists.

See the enclosed list of Chapter Direc-
tors and where we need additional help.
Drop me a line if you would like a chance to
help your fellow sidecarists.

We can still make the special identifica-
tion badges available to any of the Execu-
tive Committee or Chapter Directors with
your logo and/or Chapter thereon. If you
want a badge, please get in touch with me
before the price goes up again.

Keep the dirty side down and do stay in
touch.
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Travel

AND IT CAME TO PASS...
or, 49 Days In Europe By Bike.
By Sidecar Jack (Fassel)

Last time if you remember, we had gotten the
sidecar rig and ourselves airborne to Milan Italy from
LAX. Rather than do the normal "what we did on the
first day of our vacation... what we did on the second
day of our vacation..." I thought that some overview
and conclusions might be more appropriate. Besides,
there is not enough space here for all the details which
will appear in the book when published.

In the 49 days, we did approximately 22,000
miles from home back to home (San Diego) and
visited 13 countries: Italy, Austria, Germany, Switzer-
land, Liechtenstein, France, Luxembourg, Belgium,
Netherlands, England, Ireland, Monaco, and the
Vatican. We rambled through Milan, Venice, Vienna,
Salzburg, Berchtes-garden, Innsbruck, St. Anton Pass
(in snow!), Strasbourg, Brussels, Antwerp, Breda,
DePanne (the Belgium version of "Miami Beach"),
Dunkerque, Calais, (hovercraft to England), Canter-
bury, London, Oxford, Cheltenham, Bangor,
Holyhead(ferryboat to Ireland), Dublin (home of
Guinness, the King of Beers; served cold; anything else

is just a beer; and that stuff we call Guinness in the
States--ain't), Cork (Blarney Castle where Debbie
kissed the Blarney stone; it would have been dangerous
for me to kiss it; I already posses the gift of the gab),
Arklow (where we stayed at a farm B&B owned by a
lass whose sister lives in--Vista, CA.

It was weird talking to somebody who actually
knows where the McDonald's is on Santa Fe),
Killarney (did a horse & buggy ride), Ruthin (Wales),
Congleton (surrounded by "older, retired gents" who
grew up riding Indian's and Square Fours),
Nottingham, Sherwood Forest (ala Robin Hood),
Birmingham (home of the National Motorcycle
Museum and I have never seen so many vintage bikes
in my life), the 75th Watsonian Sidecar Rally (jointly
run by the Federation of Sidecar Clubs), Paris, Monte
Carlo, Pisa, Naples and Rome. And we didn't see it all,
not by a long shot! We could have spent the entire 7
weeks in one or two countries, but if we could do it all
over again, I would probably take the same route, we
just wish it wouldn't have rained so much.

We camped along the warm shores of Lakes
Garda (Italy) and Worther (Austria) and stayed in
"B&B's" in Litzelsdorf (my father's home town of 1500
people), Salzburg, Vaduz. Arklow & Cork (Ireland).
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We mixed stays at hotels from the simple in
Beaune (France) to 4 star in Antwerp; with an occa-
sional stay in a castle such as Fitspatrick and Ruthin.
Oh yes, almost everywhere else we camped, it rained!
Serious "make the tent leak" rain. Tents made in the
U.S.A. aren't big in Europe. We now know why.

It is also true, that we got a good sample of
European life style. There is no such things as "ice
cubes" or cold drinks (warm beer! Ugh!) . And yes
guys, the women here sometimes don't wear bathing
suit tops. There aren't too many large touring machines
around Europe, especially with sidecars so we were
often the center of attention (which got old real fast)
Those that do have GoldWings or BMWs have
relatively simple machines by USA touring standards.

There are exceptions to this of course; like the
German Harley riders; the few and the proud. They
were a joy to talk and to drink with. Oh, and speaking
of drinking, in many European countries it is legal to
drink and drive (and I thought Texas invented that). It
gets pretty scary when you are the only sober one on
the road, and the masses are straddling the painted
dashed highway lines. In fact, most Europeans don't
know what the lines on the highway are for; except to
keep somebody employed painting them. It got to the
point where I gave up. As they say, "when in Rome, do
as the Romans".

And speaking of roads, driving in the UK is a real
thrill, when you are trying to pass a stinky diesel truck,
on a narrow two lane road, and you stick the sidecar
over the centerline (the chair is on the right, the UK
drives on the left), and one hears frantic calls from
Debbie to get back. I don't need no intercom to hear
those distress calls!

Our best/worst hit list of Europe are:
Best Roads: Germany,
Worst Roads: Ireland
Best Food: Austria
Worst Food: Italy
Best Gas Price:Germany at $2.10 gal.
Worst Gas Price: Ireland at $6.00 gal.
Nicest People: The Dutch

Travel..
Rottenest People: The French
Most Obnoxious Loudest Kids: The French
Most Paranoid: The Irish
Best Beer: Ireland (Guinness)
Worst Beer: England
Best Wine: Germany
Cheapest Wine: Italy
Best Weather: Italy
Worst Weather: Everywhere Else
Best English Speaking:The Dutch
Best "Cold" Drinks: England
Best Telephone System: England
Worst Telephone System: Italy
Most Backward: Ireland
Best Scenery: Ireland (The Ring of Kerry)
2nd Best Scenery: Monte Carlo

The best part about the trip was that we made up
our course as we travelled. We knew when we were
going to land (albeit two hours late) and we knew
when we were going to leave (notwithstanding I had to
negoiate the airfreight to get the rig back with us). And,
in between; no pressure, no pace, no worries (damn, it
looks like rain again...and my speedo cable broke..and
my valve covers are leaking), there are no serious
problems. Met some interesting people from all over
the world. And we would do it all over again, given the
chance! Maybe not with my bike (rent one next time
now that I've done Europe on mine; but there is a clear
advantage in having your own wheels with you: "You
know what your machine can do; and you know what
it can't do"). And, if we can go and do Europe ala
bike...so can you! You don't need an agency, or tour
group or any other cost (liability) to do it. (Of course,
you do (.] need money.) I'd be glad to show you how!
Hell, maybe even go with you (sort of a non-paid tour
guide); but only if there is no detailed itinerary.

Buy my book when it comes. out. I need a job.

For further information contact Jack Fassel,
15755 Oak Ridge Court, Morgan Hill, CA 95037.
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Jerry’s Kids
LETS HELP JERRY'S KIDS
We ask all sidecarists to help support the MDA this year. This is your pledge sheet.

Before leaving for the rally, please remove this sheet and encourage your family members and friends
to sponsor your ride to the rally. Awards will be given for the person who travels the longest
distance with a pledge, for the most number of pledges obtained, and for the most total amount
pledged.

Name of Sponsor ( 1) ____________________________ Phone __________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

Rate @ $0.0_ /mile for ____ miles = $ _____

Name of Sponsor ( 2) ____________________________ Phone __________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

Rate @ $0.0_ /mile for ____ miles = $ _____

Name of Sponsor ( 3) ____________________________ Phone __________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

Rate @ $0.0_ /mile for ____ miles = $ _____

Name of Sponsor ( 4) ____________________________ Phone __________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

Rate @ $0.0_ /mile for ____ miles = $ _____

Name of Sponsor ( 5) ____________________________ Phone __________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

Rate @ $0.0_ /mile for ____ miles = $ _____

Name of Sponsor ( 6) ____________________________ Phone __________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

Rate @ $0.0_ /mile for ____ miles = $ _____

Please turn in this pledge sheet at the rally site when you register. If you can support Jerry's Kids but
cannot attend the rally, please send this sheet to: Jerry's Kids, c/o Terry Strassenburg, P.O. Box
1353, Homewood, IL 60430-0353. If received before the rally they will be considered for the
appropriate award as if you were present.
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Travel

The Pacific Coast Highway
Bob Anderson

0ur home near San Diego is only 35 miles
in from the Pacific Ocean. But we traveled 400
miles that day before we saw its shining blue
waters. And it was worth the trip.

Cresting one final hill on California Route
46, about 30 miles north of San Luis Obispo, we
saw the Pacific stretching out in deep-blue
splendor into the haze of an early spring after-
noon. All around us, green mountains, covered
with a lush carpet of wildflowers, tumbled into
deep canyons. A hawk floated like a kite on the
ocean breeze, thousands of feet above a small
stream next to the road.

As soon as a clearing appeared along the
side of the road, we pulled over to take in the
view, parking the bike next to a garden of yellow
flowers. Fourteen miles to the south, the coast
curved into Morro Bay. The giant haystack of

Morro Rock broke the meandering line of white,
foamy surf that divided blue sea from green land.

To me, views like this represent the best that
the California coast has to offer, and that's why
my daughter, Kim, and I had ridden several hours
to see an ocean that's practically in our back yard.

Sure, we could see the same ocean from La
Jolla or from Torrey Pines State Beach less than
an hour from our home. But there, the true ocean
has to compete with seas of people and towns.
So we had headed north along the inland route,
sneaking up on the ocean and California's spec-
tacular Route 1 through the back door. Coming
upon this most scenic stretch of coastline so
abruptly made the impact all the greater.

You can ride California's Route 1, also
known as the Pacific Coast Highway, from the
Mexican border much of the way to Oregon. But
the segment from Morro Bay north to Monterey
in the central part of the state is what has earned

reprinted w/ permission of American Motorcyclist Magazine
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Travel..
Route 1 its devoted following of
motorcyclists. In this 120-mile
stretch, the road is seldom out of
sight of the water and never any-
thing less than spectacular.

And spring, particularly
March and April, makes a fine time
to go about drinking in the sights,
sounds, feelings and smells of this
fabled highway. In summer, you are
more likely to hit the foggy season
and, of course, the tourist season.
Spring is more likely to offer crisp
air, spectacular surf, lush vegeta-
tion and lighter traffic.

Back on the bike, we rounded
the final curves of Route 46, a fine
motorcycle road in its own right, to
our junction with Route 1 just a
few miles south of the town of
Cambria. From here all the way to
the outskirts of Monterey, only one
other road connects you with
civilization on the other side of the
Santa Lucia Range.

Cambria is just about the final
reasonably priced place for a
touring rider to stock up on provi-
sions before continuing north.
Since we had stocked up at home
that morning, we rolled through
town without a stop, intent on the
view of surf and rocks on our left.

Nine miles above Cambria is
San Simeon, site of the renowned
Hearst Castle, built by newspaper
magnate William Randolph Hearst.
This monument to excess, now a
state historic site, is open to the
public and well worth a stop. In it,
Hearst collected treasures of art
and history, assembling them into
one of the grandest homes on this
continent. As you walk through the
public rooms, it seems that each

Appettites stimulated by the ride, salt breezes and the sun
campers (above) relax and preare supper at Plaskett Creek

Campground. Along the highway, Julia Pfeiffer Burns
State Park (below) offers rugged seashore vistas
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Travel..
piece of furniture, each paint-
ing, each decoration—even
each wall and each rug you
walk on—has some historic or
artistic significance.

North of San Simeon,
Route 1 continued doing its
fabled thing, ambling through
pasture land on the right that
ended abruptly on the left in a
series of low clitis. As we rode
farther. the mountains crowded
in closer to the sea, forcing the
road. higher. Soon, we were
twisting our way along the edge
of the cliffs. darting back often
into the cool recesses of the
canyons.

As beautiful as the scenery
were many of the grand old
bridges that support the road
surface graceful arches. Along
this stretch, any wide spot in
the road provides a perfect
excuse to park the bike and take
in the view below and above.

Up. down and around ran
the two-lane ribbon; now into a
secluded, forested arch, now
across the low shrubs of a little
estuary with a deserted beach,
now past the cluster of quaint
buildings called Gorda. Out on
a strip of tiny pastureland we
rounded a hillside and slowed
for the Plaskett Creek camp-
ground, our destination for this
night. Back in the camping area
we met up with friends and set
up our tents in an area well-
hidden from the highway.

With the chores complete,
Kim wandered down a trail to
the cliffs to watch the evening
sun on the crashing surf, while I

relaxed and chatted with
friends. Every breath you take
this close to the ocean is filled
with the intoxicating aroma of
salt spray and seaweed. There is
something about the combina-
tion that does wonders for the
appetite, so it wasn't long
before charcoal was glowing
under some plump hot dogs.
We fell asleep to the eternal
sound of the surf, a silence
more restful than absence of
noise could ever be.

The morning sky was
sharp and clear, and the
evening's dew had left the tents
as wet as an all-night rain. We
drank extra coffee and wan-
dered the cliffs above the surf

while the sun rose above the
mountains and finally dried our
equipment. It was after mid-
morning by the time we re-
packed the bike and rejoined
our lazy tour northbound.

From Plaskett Creek,
Highway 1 stretches out across
the beautiful pastures of Pacific
Valley before the mountains
close in again. In this respite
from the mountain curves you
find the only true crossroads
you'll encounter for more than
100 miles. From here, you can
take the Nacimiento Ferguson
Road, a one-lane cliff-hanger,
across the Santa Lucia Range
into the military lands of
Hunter-Liggett Reservation and

Taking a break before heading back into Cambria
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from there to U.S. Route 101. It's hardly a major
highway, but it provides the only access to
California Route 1 from the Monterey area down
to where we had joined the road north of Morro
Bay.

If you have some extra time, Nacimiento
Ferguson Road offers a slow but spectacular ride
over sand-covered, off-camber-curves. But it's
not worth the expense of giving up the rest of
Route 1 if you've never been on it. Remember,
speed limits and mandatory helmet laws are
strictly enforced in Hunter-Liggett.

One scenic stop that can't be missed on this
stretch of Route 1 is at Julia Pfeifter Burns State
Park campgrounds. A little peninsula connects to
the mainland via a natural arch, while the ribbon
of a thin waterfall plummets 100 feet out of the
forest into the jade green and foam of a cove. On
a foggy summer day it is all but invisible, but on
this spring morning the sun reflected in dazzling
white as the water splashed across ragged boul-
ders.

From there, Route 1 climbs and turns
inland, passing through forested canyons along a
creek through Big Sur. Then it slowly works its
way back to the coast at the Point Sur Lighthouse
facility, huddled atop a giant rock. This facility,
designed to warn sailors of the dangerous rocks,
also warns motorcyclists that they are nearing the
end of this magnificent stretch of pavement.
From there, the Sunday morning traffic picked
up as others took advantage of a perfect spring
day to get away from the Carmel-Monterey area.

All too soon, we found the-pull-off spots
filled to capacity with beach-goers, and it was
obvious that Route 1 was returning to civiliza-
tion. After 120 miles of splendid isolation, we
had to gear up for traffic and stoplights and urban
life. We had other destinations ahead, but it was
almost enough to make us turn back and enjoy
the peace and isolation of Route 1 all the way
back to Morro Bay.

Travel../Industrial News
Ural Sidecars

Bob Odel, tells us the Russians don't give
out much information, but he was scheduled to
receive a container shipment of the new Ural
sidecars, back in March, 1988. Limited quantity,
price: $2,195.00. Contact him at: 4011 Forest
Park Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63108.

BMD Sidecar Conversions
BMD Sidecar Conversions, states in reply

to "Potpouri", pg. -9-, V12 No.2, that they still
have Dnepr-Neval parts for sale, as well as BM-
Dnepr engine conversions. BMD sent photos of
R60/5/6/7/ conversions and R75/5/6/7
conversions.

Contact BMD at:

400 Colborne St., Midland, Ontario L4R
2K4 Canada.

Koch Motorrad
Koch Motorrad has sidecar kits for Ducati

860 GTs and the 900SD, Honda GoldWing,
Kawasaki Z1000ST, Z1100ST, Z1300 and
100GTR, the Moto Guzzi 850 and 1000, Suzuki
GS1000 and 1100Gs, Cavalcade, Yamaha
XS1100 and 1100S and the XVZ 1200
Venture.Special features include a custom design
for each model, leading link front end and
customized fairings.

Also, subframes. 8,500 to 11,600 Marks.

For more information, contact

Koch Motorad Gmbh, Schlagdstrasse, 31-
33, D-3442 Wanfried bei Eschwege, West Ger-
many.
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Rally
3rd WHEEL S/C
RALLY
By Clarence Kessler

The place is New Ulm, Minnesota,
and the happening is the "Heritagefest".
New Ulm's 13,000 plus residents show
pride in their German heritage with an
annual celebration. This time, a group
of motorcyclists, most with sidecars,
were part of the crowd enjoying the
sounds of Polka music at the 13th an-
nual festival, held on July 17-19, 1987.
Organizing the "Mid-America Sidecar
Event" to coincide with the "Heritage-
fest", was the work of Bob Arndt, Rally
Chairman of the Third Wheel, Inc.

The riding area and local attrac-
tions add much to any motorcycle
event. New Ulm is an exceptional place
for such activity. The surrounding
countryside has good roads, nice scen-
ery and nearby towns are historically
interesting.

The community of New Ulm was
founded in 1854, and is different in that
is was carefully planned before build-
ing began. German immigrants came to
this area in 1848 and platted the town-
site, including park areas, market areas
and public squares. Many of the settlers
were from the province of Wurtemburg,
Germany. The town of Ulm was the
principal city of that province, thus the
name New Ulm, was selected for their
new home in the United States.

The sidecar rally gathered at a
place near town, called Junior Pioneer
Park. This shady and secluded spot was
an location for motorcyclists to camp
and share the joy of a carefree week-
end. Local attractions were easy to
reach. The traffic was tolerable, even
during the Heritagefest, due to the
foresight of the Pioneers who planned

the town.

Close to New Ulm, is Sleepy Eye,
14 miles west on Highway 14. Sleepy
Eye, has an interesting origin. The
town, established in 1872, with the
arrival of the railroad, was named after
an Indian Chief, who lived on the north
side of a nearby lake, which bears his
name. Chief Sleepy Eye is buried under
a monument erected downtown, near
the historic railroad depot.

Asomewhat more distant attraction
is Walnut Grove, the Minnesota home
of Laura Ingalls Wilder. Located 53
miles west of New Ulm on Highway
14, it is one of the places where the
Ingalls family of "Little House on the
Prarie" lived. Walnut Grove has orga-
nized a museum with memorabilia of
the Ingalls family and that era. A small
chapel, built by local students, and a
rural school house are included in the
mini complex.

With the numerous attractions of
historical nature in the area, it can
safely be said that this is good motor-

Serious discussion of the new color matched
Watsonian Oxford two seater on a new Honda
Gold Wing, ridden to the rally from Oregon.
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cycle country. For those who enjoy
camping, there is Flandrau State Park,
with the Cottonwod River flowing
through the Park's 800 acres. Flush
toilets and showers make this a nice
place to stay. The whole Park area is
well maintained and controlled, which
makes it an ideal place to relax for a
few days while touring the area, or to
just camp overnight.

Closer to the Third Wheel Rally
was the August Schell Brewing Com-
pany. There is no doubt that the Schell
Brewery tours were enjoyed by more of
the rallyists than any other single at-
traction. It is only fair to point out that
excessive beer drinking was not the
pastime of the folks at this rally.

The Schell Brewery happens to be
such an important part of New Ulm's
history, that a visit was of interest to
nearly everyone.

The Schell Brewery has been a
family owned business since it's found-
ing in 1860. The old buildings show
the German heritage and seem to have
held up well through the years. The
grounds area is a large garden of ter-
races and flowers. Deer and Peacocks
can be seen wandering about. In 1862,
a Sioux uprising destroyed much of the
area, but the brewery was spared due to
the friendship between the Schell fam-
ily and the Santee Indians.

The number of sidecars at the rally
was upwards of 40, possibly closer to
50. It would have been difficult to take
an accurate count as most were doing a
lot of touring in the area and were
coming back at various times until well
after dark. The rally also included a
number of solo bikes, the term "solo"
often being used to describe any motor-
cycle without a sidecar. One such mo-
torcycle was a vintage Norton that vied

John Varone on his Gold Wing and
homemade sidehack. Also shown is Tootle
Varone's 750 Honda with homemade hack,
painted bright yellow and named Tweety.

for attention by breaking it's clutch
cable end. A quick fix with a soldering
gun by one of the hosts, had the owner
and his veteran motorcycle rumbling
around the countryside in a short time.
Solo bike riders are made welcome at
these events and a number of them
were traveling with their hack driving
friends to reach this rally.

The activities at the sidecar event
were much like other small motorcycle
gatherings, such as area campouts of
Retreads or IBMC (Int'l. Brotherhood
of Motorcycle Campers). Tire kicking
is the most prevalent activity, followed
by touring the local areas.

The riders, or drivers, of sidecars
were found to be realistic about their
mode of transportation. Most have
other motorcycles, and use sidecars as
an additional way of enjoying motorcy-
cling. Among those we met, that have
several motorcycles and sidecar outfits,
were our camping neighbors. An
Aspencade tows a trailer for some of
their if touring. For this rally, John
towed the trailer with his older Honda
GoldWing sidecar outfit, while his wife
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Tootie, brought daughter Jessica in her
sidecar and Honda 750 combination. It
was apparent that this group is family
oriented and the larger than usual num-
ber of well behaved youngsters at the
rally, supported that observation.

For some, sidecaring seems to be a
fun way to travel alone. A Motor Maid
from Indiana, rode in on her 1971 Har-
ley-Davidson outfit with her dog,
Penny, in the sidecar. (Penny is one of
our near charter members - HAK).
Another sidecarist  had been hacking
for over 50 years. He rode in on his 650
Kawasaki and Velorex sidecar to claim
the Oldest Rider Award, at 79 years of
age.

A short distance from our campsite
was a young couple with a Gold Wing
and EML sidecar. They were consider-
ing a larger model sidecar, in anticipa-
tion of an addition to the family. If one
has the idea that possibly only older
folks prefer sidecars, it is not supported
by the number of young couples at the
rally.

The variety of sidecar combina-
tions present, made walking around the
rally an entertaining experience. Own-
ers of the outfits were pleased when
someone stopped by to visit, and will-
ingly told about any unique features his
or her particular sidecar had. Sidecar
manufacturers may build models that
are production line clones, but once the
individuals put them on their motor-
cycles, only the body style may remain
the same. Mounting systems, accesso-
ries and the colors, almost always
change to suit the tastes of the owner.

The motorcycles ranged from
BMWs of the 60s, to the latest 1200cc
Kawasaki, and they were attached to
sidecars of most any brand, vintage, or
in some cases homemade. Harley-

Davidson, one the few remaining
manufacturers of motorcycles that also
makes a sidecar, is not exempt from the
desire of sidecarists to make combina-
tions of their own. A Harley Low Rider
was present with a California Sidecar,
and one full dress Harley had a Velorex
Sidecar attached.

This was the first sidecar rally for
us. The diverse mix of young and old,
with their varied taste in motorcycles
and sidecars, made it a most interesting
and enjoyable learning experience.

If there was one thing that all
present at this rally had in common, it
had to be their enthusiam for sidecars
and motorcycling in general. The par-
ticipants were congenial and it is safe
to say that as a group, sidecarists
present a positive image and are among
the best ambassadors of good will for
motorcycling.
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Manufacturers & Services
Business card advertising is available to

either USCA members or non-members. Rates
per year are $30.00 for USCA members (include
member #) and $50.00 for non-members. At
present publishing interval of six weeks, an ad
runs for 8.66 issues for the above fees.

To have your ad included, send your busi-
ness card, and payment to: Jack Fassel, Advertis-
ing Manager, 15755 Oakridge Ct., Morgan Hill,
CA 95037.

Please allow adequate mail delivery time for
ads to be included on run sheet and be forwarded
to editorial offices.

Black on white cards prefered. Color cards
can cause smudges. Revised art may be sent
directly to editorial address, below.

POB 191, Lakeside, CA,92040.
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Coming Events
USCA is proud to announce involvement with Americade 88. We will have a booth at the

Estes Park, Colorado, Americade in September 5 to 9.  A seminar and ride will also take place.
Both members and manufacturers are encouraged to participate and may do so by contacting:
Clarence Kessler, POB 764, Hot Springs, SD 57747. Emphasis will be on sidecaring in general
and promotion of the USCA, which can only be of benefit to the entire sidecar industry.

April 1 through Sept 30, - Rose City Motorcycle Club, 12th Annual Grand Tour of Oregon.
Entry fees: Rider, $15; Passenger, $13. Information: Rose City M/C Events, 2560 N. Maple,
Ct., Canby, OR 97013 or 6 John/Magre (503)266-9274;  Bill/Nellie (503)255-9915;

June 3-5, USCA-Northern Illinois Region, 6th Annual Pow-Wow, Kankakee, South KOA,
Chebanse, Illinois. The KOA is located on the Iroquois River, 3 mi., south and % mi east on
Rd. 600 from Exit 2 mi. 302 on 1-57. Your campground fee is the Pow-Wow cost. Sidecar
driving school, clinic, field events, 50/50 draw, children's games. Information from: Ed
Johnson, 510 E. 162nd St., South Holland, IL 60473. (312)333-9167. [KOA (815)939-4603]

June 5, Southern California Sidecar Experience, Calico Ghost Town Ride. Ride leaves at
9:00am from Phyls Restaurant, Montclair, California. Take I-10 freeway east and exit at
Central, go south and turn right into the shopping center after San Bernardino Blvd.  John
(714)628-6474.

June 5, K-Y Riders, 2nd Annual Poker Run, Shelbyville, Kentucky. Meet at McDonald's Restau-
rant, US 60 East, departure to be at noon. Entry fees: Rider, $10; Passenger, $5. Complimen-
tary commemorative pin. The run will feature some of the most scenic regions of the state.
Rain date: June 12. Information: Bill Smith, Rt. 2, Box 222, Pleasureville, KY
40057.(502)845-2261.

June 7-11, Americade 88, Lake George, NY. Information: Americade '88, P.O. Box 2205B,
Glens Falls, NY 12801 or call 24 hr. hotline: (518)6563696 and leave your name and address.

June 17-19, Great Lakes Sidecarists, Croswell, Michigan Croswell Pioneer Days Parade &
Cycle Races. Information:Barry Alexander (313)231-1397.

June 18-19, Cedar Valley Riders of Iowa, AMA District 22 Tour, Evansdale, Iowa. At Deerwood
Park at the River Forest Road exit of 1-380. Registration opens 4:00pm, 17 Jun. AMA & Dist.
discount. Saturday - Scavenger hunts, poker run, parade of lights. Sunday - Church service,
field events, awards. Food available on grounds. Information: Dan Bush (319)235-1171.

June 19, Derby City Wheelers, Middletown, Kentucky. Lime & Poker Run. Meet at Middletown
Plaza, on Shelbyville Road. Departure at 1:00pm. Fee: $5 per person with 70% of entrant's
fees being returned to winners in top four places. Worst hand gets fee returned. Information:
Calvin Shaak, 1304 Blue Vale Way, Louisville, KY 40222. (502)4256530.

June 23-26, USCA 10th National Rally, Marseilles, Illinois. Glenwood Farms RV Park. Informa-
tion: Terry Strassenburg (312)799-1289 or see ad in this issue.

June 24-26, South Coast BMW Riders, Fiesta Rally, Angeles National Forest, California. Chilao
Campground, Meadowloop. Two nights camping, friday and saturday. Friday and saturday
dinner, Continental breakfast, free coffee, awards, rally pin, door prizes, poker run, tours. Pre-
registration: $22 adults/$12 children up to 12. Closes June 15. $25/$17 at the gate. Informa-
tion: P.O. Box 11521, Santa Ana, CA 92711. Don Minchinton (213)426-2745 or Ron Grube
(213)638-2347.
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July 1-4, Blue Ridge Mountain Rendezvous, Luray, Virginia. Poker runs, food, self-guided tours,

seminars, trophies and awards. Information: Joe Harty, P.O. Box 7174, McLean, VA
22106.(703)5321038.

July 4, Southern California Sidecar Experience, 3rd Annual Newhall Parade BBQ, Newhall,
California. Our group has become a crowd favorite, so come join in. Meet at Cans Junior,
Highway 14 & San Fernando Rd., 8:00am. Bring your own main course to BBQ at John &
Sue Baber's after the Parade. Bring swimsuits. Information: John & Sue Baber (805)251-5051.

July 8-10, Canadian Sidecar Owners Club, 1988 Canadian National Rally,' Mossley, Ontario.
Golden Arrow Campground. Information: Osie Shanks (519)794-3707 or see ad in this issue.

July 14-17, 8th New England Sidecar Rally, Wilsons Mills, Maine. Information: Carl T.
Johnson, RFD#1, Box 490, New Sharon, ME 04955. (207)779-2524.

August 5-7, Wisconsin Sidecarists, 3rd Annual Antiago, Wisconsin Campout. Langdale County
Veterans Memorial Park. Go North from Antiago, 12 mi. on Hwy 45, then East on County
about 3-1/2 mi. Information: Allen Schultz (414)968-2092 eves. [Ken Shadick, Park Ranger,
(715)623-6214]

August 5-7, 6th Annual Black Hills Campout, HotSprings, South Dakota. Information: Clarence
Kessler, P.O. Box 764, Hot Springs, SD 57747.

August 12-14, Southern California Sidecar Experience, Sierra SidecarSpectacular VIII, Mari-
posa, California. Information: Dan Doyle, 13110 Gold Rush Way, Penryn, CA 95663.
(916)633-2201 or see ad in this issue.

August 18-21, Annual Bigfoot Rally (big feet not required), Salkum, Washington. Barrier Dam
Campground, 273 Fuller Road.

August 18-21, Annual Ears Across The Border (big ears not required), Anacortes, Washington.
Fern Hill Campground, 572 Miller. Information regarding Bigfoot and Ears Across The Bor-
der: Ron Bigger, 20404 S.W. Rosa Road, Aloha, OR 97007. (503)642-5728.

August 19-21, The Great Lakes Sidecar Meet, Interlochen, Michigan. Cycle-More Campground,
US 31 South & Gonder Rd. Held in conjunction with the European and Vintage Run.
Informaton:Shirley (616)276-9091.

August 19-21, Northeast BMW Club Inc., Adirondack Sidecar Rally, North Hudson, NY. Crows
Nest Restaurant, Rt. 9, North Hudson, off Exit 29 of Northway 1-87. Registration starts
4:00pm Friday 19 Aug. Camping, tours, field events, door prizes, awards, pin, Saturday
night steak roast, Sunday breakfast. Registration $18. Information: Al Lewis, 136 John St.,
Hudson Falls, NY 12839. (518)747-7249.

August 22-26, Rider Club Trailer Life Enterprises, Inc., Rider Roamin' Wyoming Rally, Cody,
Wyoming. Trade show, guided tours, BBQ, seminars, field events, pin, rodeo. Information:
Rider Roamin' Wyoming Rally, P.O. Box 2500, Agoura, CA 91301. 1-800-423-5061.

September 3-5, Club Des Sidecaristes Du Canada, Chapitre Du Quebec, 2nd Annual Rally,
Frelighsburg, Quebec. Chutes Hunter Campground. Camping, wiener roast, corn boil, prizes,
50/50, poker run, sidecar games, slo games, children's games. Advance registration (before 1
Aug.): Adults, $12/ children under 16 free. Gate: $15/free Information: Roger Symington, 459
Moore Road., Hemmingford, Quebec, JOL IHO CANADA  (514)247-3582.
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September 4, Northern Illinois Sidecarists, 4th Annual Bathtub Derby (sidecars only), South

Holland, Illinois. AMA Road/Poker Run, 10:00am, 510 E. 162nd (US 6). Information: Ed
Johnson (312)3339167.

September 5-9, Americade 88, Estes Park, Colorado. Information: Americade '88, P.O. Box
2205B, Glens Falls, NY 12801 or call 24 hr. hotline: (518)656-3696 and leave your name and
address.

September 9-11, Great Lakes Fall Rally, Marshall, Michigan. Tri-Lakes Campground. Informa-
tion: Barry Alexander (313)231-1397.

September 16-18, Hoosier Hacks, Argos, Indiana. County Fairgrounds, just West of Argos, IN,
on Rt. 10. Information: Ron Valdez (317)5456342.

September 24-25, 4th Sidecar and Enthusiasts Rally, Australia. Rally will be held at site on the
Macquarie River. Largest collection of sidecars in Australia, gymkhana and races for children
planned for Saturday afternoon. Information: Rally Organizer, P.O. Box 309, Mt. Druitt, NSW
2770, Australia. January 1, 1989,

22nd Annual Polar Bear Ride, South Chicago Heights, Illinois. South Suburban BMW, 2725
Chicago Road. Noon, New Year's Day. No Admission Charge. Information: Marty Potasky
(312)754-6466.
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WANTED - FOR SALE - EXCHANGE - These ads run for two consecutive issues for a small
fee. A handy form is included for your convenience. FIRST TIME ADS

For Sale:
1972 Harley-Davidson FLH with matching

sidecar. 3rd Owner, 30,000 mi. excellent condi-
tion, mechanically perfect. Black/white, many, many
period acc., $6,650. Larry Corn, 2481/2 S. Wabash,
Bradley, IL 60915. Ph (815)932-4928.

1938 Ariel VB-600 (500cc single) with European
sidecar. 1st place Colorado Convocation of British
cars & bikes Aug. '87. 100% restoration, very dark
red with tan leather saddle & sidecar interior.
Brooklands exhaust. $5,000.00 with lights & horn!!
Burt Richmond, 1065 Lafayette St., Denver, CO
80218. (303) 831 0100.

1985 Honda Goldwing Interstate, only 1,838 mi., w/
1986 California Friendship II car w/700 mi., cony.
top, curtains, blue color matched, pin stripes, both
much chrome fully equipped - $9,800.00. Elmer
Wallace, RR#1 - Box 470, Havana, IL 62644.
(309)543-4224.

1967 BMW R60 with 1953 Steib 5500 sidecar. Extra
final drive housing complete with sidecar gearing,
steel rims, many extras. $3,000.00 firm. Bill
Beswick, Laguna Hills, CA (714)768-7509.

1982 Honda Interstate 1100 fully dressed, lots of lights
and chrome with Watsonian GP Sports sc. excellent
condition. Cycle has 32,051 mi. $5,500.00. Joe
Davis, Centerville, IA 52544. Ph. (515)856-6780.

1978 Honda CB-750A Hondamatic with Velorex 562,
Hang 2 Seat, Unit leading link fork, air suspension,
Plexifairing, special tires, oil cooler, a very clean rig,
$3,750.00. Jim Kent, 20 Whitehall Circle,
Oceanport, NJ 07757-1051. (201)389-4462.

1978 Honda GW with 1980 Watsonian sidecar. Shaft
driven, new tires, new battery. Vetter fairing &
saddle bags. 26,884 mi. $4,000. Been riding 65 yrs.,
must sell due to eyesight. Gene Miller, 1535 5th St.,
Wasco, CA 93280. Ph. (805)758-2226.

1985 Honda LTD wt color match Hitchhiker sidecar,
loaded, less than 8,600 mi Retailed over $16,000,
asking $10,450.00. Pat Sheehy, 368 London Rd.,
West Jefferson, OH 43162. (614)879-9421.

1984 California Friendship I sidecar, color matched to
'85 Aspencade Sandy Beige. Speaker, chrome step,
luggage rack, turn signals. $1,500.00. Rex Burge,
101 W. 7th N., Mt. Olive, IL 62069. (217)999-4151.

1985 BMW K100RT w/1986 EML GT2 sidecar. 18K
on bike, 5K on rig. Color matched black and silver.
Both tops. Asking $10,900. Ph. (419)836-7383
evenings. Jim Brower, Toledo, OH.

1974 BMW R60/6 with '86 Velorex 562. Bike is
Monza Blue with matched "5" type fairing. Sidecar
is black with convertable top. $2,650 B/0. Steve
Isleib, 3806 N. Bell Ave., Chicago, IL.
(312)5838074.

1976 Honda Goldwing w/ Vetter sidecar, custom paint
and only 43,000 mi. A passenger can ride on the
Goldwing itself and the sidecar is very roomy.
Excellent running condition. Asking $3,000.00.
Mike & Loretta Yanz, Route 2, Box 255, Bishop,
CA 93514. (619)873-8565.

Wanted:
BMW /2 conversion w/900 or 1000cc engine & Earles

disc. Must be complete, finished, ready to ride. Call
Bill at (301)426-2844.

Windshield to fit my '87 Neval twin-wheel drive,
military style sidecar. Bill Nave, 3701 Clearview,
Dayton, OH 45439.

Gears to gear down a 1979 Gold Wing. Would also
like to hear from anyone who has done this. Danny
L. Woods, RR#3, Centerville, IA 52544. Ph. (515)
437-1478 evenings.
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WANTED - FOR SALE - EXCHANGE - These ads run for two consecutive issues for a small
fee. A handy form is included for your convenience. SECOND TIME ADS

1986 Suzuki Cavalcade LA c/w hardware for
Vetter Terraplane Sidecar. Excellent Condi-
tion. $6,000. Contact Jim Long, Pompano
Beach, Florida, Phone (305) 943-7924 [2xml

Watsonian Palma, 2 seater, black colour, c/w
sidecar mounts and steering damper. Sidecar
was previously mounted on a Harley Sportster.
$1700 or best offer. Ron Fortna, 4553 W.156th
Street. Lawndale, CA 90260. Telephone (213)
978-0763 [2xml

Vetter Terraplane sidecar c/w mounts for 1982
Honda Goldwing. Very good condition. Best
offers gets it. JohnDixon, P.O. Box 670, 91
Geneva Street, St. Catharines, Ontario. L2R
6W8 Phone:(416)688-0447 (work} or
(416)227-1292 (home/ [2xml

1980 Honda GL 1100 motorcycle, 76,000 km
(47,225.5 miles). Fully equipped touring bike,
Hondaline full fairing, Custom Dresser Saddle
Bags, Tour Pack, AM/FM Radio, CB, Throttle
Lock, Custom Dresser Chrome Package,
Loaded. $3200 Cdn. Call For Appointment To
Bruce Dressel, R.R.$1, Jordon, Ontario LOR
180. Phone(416) 562-7816.

Vetter Sidecar, Excellent Condition, complete
mounting hardware for Honda Goldwing, As
Above, Will sell separately Bruce Dressel,
R.R.111, Jordon, Ontario, LOR 1SO. Tele-
phone (416) 562-7816 [2xm

Wanted: Need a frame mount shift gate for
Harley-Davidson three-speed & reverse,
Jockey shift. H-D part # 33791-66. New or
used, A information to manufacture MTV
own. Contact J.J. Hazucha, 2589 Elliot Ave.,
Columbus, OH 43204. (614)276-0281.
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