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Notes from the President
I congratulate the new E&P team I have been

bragging about for the past several months for a good
job well done. Gremlins appeared with the initial start-
up. It began innocently enough with "Have a real hot
story, would you hold the presses for a day or so",
followed by incompatibility of modems that refused to
shake hands without extreme coaxing, and ended with
the worst earthquake in modern history. The E&P team
has not let you down. They have been trying against all
odds to give you the best news journal possible.
The Loma Prieta earthquake

Before any of you start with the nasty letters, we
were affected by the Loma Prieta earthquake which hit
as we were just about to go to press.

An absolute promise — no more extension of
editorial deadlines for any reason. You will receive
your SIDECARIST in a timely manner. Fire, brim-
stone, pestilence, and earthquakes not withstanding.
And if you believe this, I have some prime Florida real
estate I would be delighted to offer (reclaimed from
former swamp).

Marge, sure hope you are digging out from the
mess that was once your beautiful home. We extend
help to all USCA memers affected. What can we do?
Sidecar Manufacturer's Representative.

We welcome a new officer to our Association.
Most know Skip Baker, or certainly know of him. He
has consented to serve between the Association and the
sidecar manufacturers as our new Sidecar
Manufacturer's Representative. He comes to us with a
lifetime of sidecar experience, both street and racing.
Skip will fill you in on his background and duties later.

We started the Sidecar Manufacturer's Division of
the USCA in the early eighties to find ways to enhance
sidecar rigging, safety, and training. Frank Zuck
(originator of the Thompson Cycle Car) was the active
driving force then with the able input from Doug
Bingham. The project declined with the reduction of
sidecar sales and Frank's untimely passing. Now, with
increasing interest in sidecars and Skip's fresh input,
look for increased sidecar manufacturer's involvement
in USCA activities.

From Where I Sit
Motorcycle Shows

We look forward to a very active USCA presence
at motorcycle shows this winter. This year I begged off
the Houston show as it coincided with Thanksgiving
Weekend and there were no volunteers. Jim Krautz
will work the Anaheim booth December 8-10. Bob
Odell mans the St. Louis booth January 12-14, Ed
Johnson makes the Chicago show January 19-21, Skip
Baker covers the San Francisco show February 9-11,
and Kim and Jim Schwind the New York show
February 16-18.

Complete coverage of the circuit with the excep-
tions of Detroit, Philadelphia, and Daytona. Still, there
is next year. Anyone in Detroit, Philly or Daytona who
would like to become involved should contact me
before March of 1990. Lots of lead time is necessary.
All sidecarist are yrged to attend the show of your
choice. Get a first-hand look at the new models.
Always interesting and a lot of fun.
Trade-booth Coordinator

We welcome Jim Krautz back into the National
committee fold, this time as the USCA Trade-booth
Coordinator. Jim will iaise with Skip so we look for
Manufacturer support.
National Chapter Director

We lost our National Chapter Director. Guess the
local chapter directors just plumb wore him out at the
1989 USCA Rally. Please, would every member and
local chapter director keep in mind that all officers arc
unpaid volunteers who give up time with their friends
and family to help and assist you. Give them a fair
shake. After all, you do not want their job. That we
know. We have asked for more volunteers but the
responsoe is, "It's OK, mate, you're doing a find job.
Wish I could help. But you see, I just got this . . . so
someone else will just have to do my share."

Jim B. will be closing up his shop and moving
out East (or West) by the end of this year.

Jim Schwind, the male counterpart of the East
Coast E&P Team, has agreed to serve as East Coast VP
and National Chapter Director. Trust you will go easy
on the new Jim as he gets his feet on the ground. Jim
has considerable experience with chapters and has
several very exciting ideas. Why not drop him a line?
Same address as for the East Coast Story Editor.
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USCA training programs
The USCA training programs are taking on new

steam as the long hard work by Joe Rybacek, Ed
Johnson, Mitch Goldflies, Rick Kyelta, and many
more are beginning to bear fruit. The growth in stature
is dlue in no small measure to the devotion of the
individuals concerned working as a team, and to the
several sidecar manufacturers and individuals who
have made tremendous contributions either in mer-
chandise or in cash donations to the cause of
sidecarring. The program is gelling very professionally
and one that you, as an individual member, can be
proud of (and should attend). It is your training pro-
gram. Eventually, we would like to see similar pro-
grams on the West and East coasts. Big oaks from little
acorns grow.
West Coast VP

We are still looking for a West Coast VP. An
Executive Advisory Committee has been created to
search for and recommend to the Executive Committee
on persons to fill any vacancy that occurs. This EAC
will be composed of active USCA members who may
or may not be on either the Exeuctive or the National
Committee. The EAC will be limited to a maximum of
eight individuals, plus the President. Comprising the
first EAC are: Marge Ann Wimpee, Neil Jameson,
Skip Baker, Loran Briggs, Dan Doyle (he recom-
mended such a committee several years ago), and Jim
Krautz. Still room for two vacancies if you want to
join. No work involved.
Appointment of newly-appointed officers

A newly-appointed officers serve in an interim
capacity until thirty days after their names have been
announced in the Sidecarist. Unless I receive negative
comments for cause within that time, their positions
will become official. As you seem very reluctant to
vote in a positive manner, this negative vote allows you
the opportunity if you feel their appointment is contrary
to the best interests of the USCA.
Membership Growth

This year we will concentrate on membership
growth. There is much we want to do to assist the
sidecarist which can only be done with a large mem-
bership base. It will be achieved with the members in
mind. We will continue to have fun and enjoy at the

grass roots level with more chapters, more activities,
and safer operations. Membership growth means new
members, but more importantly, it means keeping the
ones we have right now. If we have helped you in any
way, show this at renewal time, and get you non-
member sidecarist(s) to join up also.
Renewals

Talk about bargains! We have not had a dues
increase since 1984 in spite of the fiscal woes we found
ourselves in a few years ago. Can you say this of your
rent or taxes? You could buy a FLHTC Harley-
Davidson with a sidecar in 1984 for $7690; an equiva-
lent rig in 1989 costs $15,000, or double the price.

The good news is that we will not double your
dues, but expect an increase to be announced by the
next issue. The Executive Committee are now putting
together a budget on what we will need to operate on
for 1990. Until those numbers come in, we would only
be guessing at the increase. Dues could stay the same.

You can beat these possible large increases by
renewing now. You can renew for one year, two years,
or even five or ten. We will be here. Just send your
check to Al Roach. Use the front inside mailing cover
and indicate how many years you want to extend your
subscription. Also use the rear cover to get your hubby
the Sidecar Manual he has always needed, or the para
you want to show off at your next local Chapter
meeting. For your convenience, both the renewal and
the book/para orders can now be sent to Al.

An increase will be necessary sometime soon. By
improving the quality of THE SIDECARIST to attract
sufficient support from advertisers, this may be delayed
indefinitely. We will know more when we balance the
budget at the end of this year. It is your support that has
made it possible to bring off this miracle.

To all, may you, your family, and loved ones have
a very safe and pleasant Christmas. Trust you can make
at least one cycle show, and see you at the 1990
National Rally in Oregon.

Hal Kendall

From Where I Sit..
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Editorial
From the West Coast

We've just finished our first issue as the new
editorial team, and it's time to put the next one to bed.
We're bound and determined to get it out on time.

What did you think of it? We tried our darnedest
to pack it full yet make it easy — and fun — to read.

And we have another consideration, which is
money. The old bugbear. We've got to try to keep that
puppy under 3.3 oz. per issue, or the mailing cost goes
sky high. Overseas mailings ran to $3 apiece. I know
because Marge Ann and I sat there and labelled every
one, sorted it into 57 separate mailbags, labelled all the
foreign envelopes, placed the proper postage on each
one, and hand-carried them to the post office. What a
way to spend the weekend, when everyone else was at
Griffith Park! But it saved the cost of a mailing service
as had been done heretofore, and we're making every
effort to keep costs down. Our local post office is very
obliging, and we saw those bags get on the truck to go
out, so if they're late fuss at your own mailman. Larry
Kirschner sent us his mailing label from the August
issue, mailed August 14 and received in New York on
October 21. There was obviously a breakdown some-
where! Please let us know if you're having similar
problems. I'm not sure what we can do except make a
lot of noise, but we'll start there.

As we were placing those labels, we started
noticing things like who is member #1, the fact that we
have one member in Deleware and none in Hawaii, the
great percentage of women members, where the
biggest concentrations of members are, and so on.

We notice some advertisers who, while they
could get free copies of their ad, chose instead to join
the Association. We noticed chapter directors with two
memberships — one for themselves, one as chapter
director.

We noticed that our new manufacturer and
service representative, Skip Baker, has one member-
ship and his wife, Pam, has a second one. I called him
to make sure and he said, "Of course! She has her own
rig, so she got her own membership." Any other two-
rig households want to follow suit? Just think — you
won't have to argue over the next Sidecarist!

We noticed MANY expired memberships and
purged anyone over two months late. Maybe if they
don't get their Sidecarist they'll send in a renewal.

Now, I'm as guilty as the next one for forgetting
to renew when it's time so I solved the problem by
paying through 1991 a while back. And I noticed some
others who did the same thing. It's not so much money,
you know, and the time and money saved in paper-
work and reminders in the mail sure adds up for the
US CA. I realize there are some members to whom it
is a lot of money, but the majority of us can afford to
pay for two or three years at once. Think about it when
that renewal notice comes next time. — Neil Jameson

Who to write
Written contributions such as letters, features and

articles relating to motorcycles with sidecars are
encouraged, along with art work.

No payment is made for unsolicited articles.
Please be sure that The Sidecarist has reproduction
rights. Neither the Editorial and Publishing Team nor
the USCA accept responsibility for material submitted.
Material may be edited for clarity and space.

Contributors using Macintosh, no matter whether
regular feature or special feature, should send discs to
The Sidecarist, 7354 Highway 9, Felton, CA 95018.
To access modem, whether IBM (ASCII) or Mac, call
(408) 336-2476 evenings PST and set up compatibility
with Marge Ann.  Discs in ASCII, 5.25" low-density,
may also be mailed to Marge Ann Wimpee, c/ o The
Sidecarist, 7354 Highway 9, Felton, CA 95018.

All typed or handwritten regular features such as
letters, classifieds, chapter news, manufacturers and
services and coming events should be sent to Marge
Ann Wimpee, c/o The Sidecarist, 7354 Highway 9,
Felton, CA 95018.  Contributors using IBM PC, no
matter whether regular feature or special feature,
should send discs to The Sidecarist, 35 Waterford Way,
Fairport, NY 14450.

All inquiries for paid advertising, including
classifieds, go to Marge Ann Wimpee, 390 Hallson
Lane, Ben Lomond, CA 95005. Exchange advertising
should be directed to Kim Schwind, 35 Waterford
Way, Fairport, NY 14450.
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Bits & Pieces
Museum and Hall of Fame
To open July 1, 1990 in Sturgis, SD

The National Motorcycle Museum and Hall
of Fame, Inc. of Sturgis, South Dakota proudly
announces the opening of the Museum and Hall
of Fame located on South Junction.

The museum is set to open July 1, 1990 and
there will be a joint breakfast with the American
Motorcycle Heritage Foundation in Sturgis on
August 6 at 9 a.m. at the Fort Meade Recreation
Hall. Tickets are available through the museum
for $10 each, first-come; first served.

Three persons (names to be announced) will
be inducted into the hall of fame. For more
information, write to National Motorcycle
Museum, P. 0. Box 602, Sturgis, SD 57785.

CANDIDATES NEEDED:
Position: Vice President, Sidecar Safety
Program, Director of Development

Job Description: Fund-Raising. Secure from
Federal Government #402 seed money.

Contact Ed Johnson, Exec. Secretary,
Training Coordinator, 510 E. 162nd St., South
Holland, LL 60473

Phone (312) 333-9167

SIDECAR SAFETY COURSE
Waukesha County Technical College, WI

Final USCA SIDECAR SAFETY COURSE
for 1990 in Wisconsin will be Sept. 29,8 a.m. - 4
p.m. at Waukesha County Technical College, a
mile north of the intersection of 1-94 and Hwy.
16 on the West Side of Highway 16, north of
Waukesha. Intensive introduction to sidecarring
and sidecar riding.

Class is held "rain or shine." Pre-registra-
tion required. Fee $28. For pre-registration forms
or more info contact Greg Patzer,c to Rider
Education Program, 418 S. Grandview Blvd.,
Waukesha, WI 53188.

Chapter in Minnesota?
Minnesota folks interested in forming a

chapter or at least getting together for some
activities should contact Al Schultz, S. 30 W.
29455 Williams Way, Waukesha, WI 53188 or
Jim Schwind

Where is Rod Sullivan of SF?
Anyone know the whereabouts of Rod

Sullivan of the East San Francisco Bay Area? Let
the editors know if you do — some of his old
friends miss him!

Creation of the Sidecar Safety
Program, SSP

Through George Tinkham, Attorney at Law,
Ed Johnson is working to proceed in setting up a
non-profit educational corporation to be known
as "The Sidecar Safety Program."
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Letters
Dear Editor:

I'm doing research on the Goulding sidecars
and military Harley Davidsons as used by U.S.
and Soviet forces during WWII. I'm rebuilding a
Goulding sidecar. Any help you can give is
greatly appreciated. Thanks.

Larry Kirschner, P.O. Box 237, Gardiner,
NY 12525

Can any readers out there help? — Ed.

Dear Marge and Kim,
At the National, Hal Kendall asked a group

of us to send in any good articles we use in our
newsletters, and to seek out others who would do
articles about rigs, technical items, etc. However,
with the new arrangement, even with the info in
the latest Sidecarist, I'm not sure who gets what.
This letter to both of you.

Three of us have formed a resource group
for others trying to start or improve newsletters.
We are going to work up a manual, not like the
good ones available in the book stores, but one
aiming such material toward the peculiarities of
USCA regions.

In the meantime, we will be offering a
somewhat regular column on the subject. As I am
retired, and have both time and writing experi-
ence, I was 'volunteered' to head the committee
and author the column.

A comment on the last issue, I felt is was
excellent — crisp, imaginative layout, variety.
Content is varied, writing is good. Just what I
thought USCA should have way back.

Well, you folks sure done good so far! Sure
look forward to working with you.

Larry DeVos, 2208 Jefferson, Muncie, IN
47302

Dear Larry,
Terrific! We would love to see a column

about how to write columns, newsletters, or just
plain articles for submission to the SIDECAR-
IST. We are trying very hard to have this a
magazine that is primarily authored by our
members, with occasional padding of standard
articles from our regular authors. We're sure that
those people trying to start up a chapter may not
have the foggiest notion of how to begin a decent
newsletter, and newsletters are the backbone of
any organization.

As far as distribution of articles, regular
column features, etc. we have finally settled on
titles and a basic division of duties.

Our titles are East Coast Editors for Kim
and Jim, West Coast Editors for Marge and Neil.
Kim can handle IBM format work, Marge can
easily accept Mac format disks.

If an article has to be typeset (i.e. it is
handwritten or typed), send it to Kim, she has
more time to devote to that process. ALL photo-
graphs should be sent with the copy, and will be
sent to Marge when the article appears in the
magazine.

Preprinted items such as flyers for upcom-
ing events should go to directly to Marge. If you
need help with the setup of an advertising spot,
Marge handles that as well. If you have informa-
tion concerning an upcoming event, Marge and
Neil keep track of those items.

If you have a rally report, Kim handles that.
Try to get them into the SIDECARIST as quickly
as possible after the event. Regular column
features should go to Kim, and if you're in doubt,
just send it to who ever is closest, and we'll
straighten it out ourselves. When in doubt, flip a
coin, but DO send it in!

Concerning your glowing words about the
last issue (Sep-Oct), that was the handywork of
our President - Hal Kendall. I wish we could take
a bow, but our team had just formed when that
issue went to press. It's not bad for an engineer
you know.
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We have tried our best to get a good issue
out to you to see what we envisioned when we
took this job on. However, as we're sure you
have already read, we have gone through a
terribly rocky time trying to get the premier
edition out to the membership. We suffered from
delayed deadlines, computer hard disk crashes
(yes, plural), modems that refused to cooperate,
and an earthquake. The last was just the final
blow, the photographs were spread out being set
up for the printer when it hit, and an Italian
dinner (ketchup and wine) flew out of the fridge
and covered the photographs. Then we couldn't
get the finished copy out of California, all pack-
age services were restricted to emergency relief
incoming goods. No electricity for several days
continued to delay production, and finally it was
on its way. This issue will follow very closely on
the heels of the last, and hopefully, subsequent
issues will be in the mail on time.

Thanks for writing,
Kim and Marge Ann

Attention Sidecar Installers!
The USCA, Inc. and The Sidecarist are setting up

a network of experienced sidecar installers to help new
owners out there do it correctly. We particularly need
those experienced with Velorex to respond. If you wish
to extend a helping hand, whether as a business or
individually, please write with details:

Sidecar Installer Directory c/o The Sidecarist

390 Hallson Lane. Ben Lomond, CA 95005

Letters..
Who to write!

Written contributions such as letters, fea-
tures and articles relating to motorcycles with
sidecars are encouraged, along with art work.

No payment is made for unsolicited articles.
Please be sure that The Sidecarist has reproduc-
tion rights. Neither the Editorial and Publishing
Team nor the USCA accept responsibility for
material submitted. Material may be edited for
clarity and space.

Contributors using Macintosh, no matter
whether regular feature or special feature, should
send discs to The Sidecarist, 390 Hallson Lane,
Ben Lomond, CA 95005.

To access modem, whether IBM (ASCII) or
Mac, call (408) 336-2476 evenings PST and set
up compatibility with Marge Ann.

All typed or handwritten regular features
such as letters, classifieds, chapter news, manu-
facturers and services and coming events should
be sent to Neil Jameson, 390 Hallson Lane, Ben
Lomond, CA 95005.

Contributors using IBM PC, no matter
whether regular feature or special feature, should
send discs to The Sidecarist, 35 Waterford Way,
Fairport, NY 14450.

All typed or handwritten feature stories
should be sent to Kim Schwind, 35 Waterford
Way, Fairport, NY 14450.

To access modem, whether IBM (ASCII) or
Mac, phone Kim at (716) 223-7786 mornings
EST and set up compatibility.

All inquiries for paid advertising, including
classifieds, go to Marge Ann Wimpee, 390
Hallson Lane, Ben Lomond, CA 95005.

Exchange advertising should be directed to
Kim Schwind, 35 Waterford Way, Fairport, NY
14450.

This could be your ad!
If you noticed this spot, so will

your potential customers.
Contact us at (408) 336-2476

eves. PST
or write 390 Halson Lane, Ben

Lomond, CA 95005
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Trikes
The toys of those funny little rigs
— trikes
By: Paul A. Roach

Many times I've ridden down the road on my
sidehack with a silly grin on my face from the sheer
pleasure of being out in the sun and the wind.

A couple of years ago I went down the road
laughing out loud considering the ridiculousness of the
situation. I'd just bought one of those funny vehicles
that can't decide if it's a car or a motorcycle - a VW
trike. These funny little rigs are a real joy to drive.

The seat is only 20 inches off the ground, and
puts the rider into a semi-reclining position. They use a
long tiller-like handlebar for steering. Since I don't care
for this riding position, I reset the seat, tilting it 3 inches
forward, and substituted a drag-type handlebar from a
junked Honda. This provides the more upright riding
position I prefer. It also gives a nice spot to mount the
machine gun.

Yes, trikes are meant to be different, even outra-
geous. Two of my main interests, home-built aircraft
and World War I, gave the inspiration for the theme of
the first trike, The Red Baron.

After two years of enjoying the trike, I purchased
a second rig. This bike was so interesting, I just had to
have it. While the Red Baron bike was built by buying
from a trike company and bolting on a VW engine, the
other bike uses the stock floor pan from a VW. The
front end is cut off, and the front half of a motorcycle
welded on.

The builder left just enough room between the
steering head and the shift lever to mount a gas tank.
The bike seat is bolted directly behind the shift lever.
Then the whole floor pan is cut away, leaving just the
center tunnel. Some people leave the back seat of the
Bug in place for side-by-side seating.

Once the frame is complete, the next step re-
quired is to build a body. Most owners build a house
type structure on the back with a porch roof extended
over the driver. You could use a Munster haunted
mansion theme, an Olde English coach, a cabin, or
even a castle. Others use Model T Ford bodies, race
cars, or as in my case — a boat-tail speedster.

One fellow I met used a used casket. The passen-
ger straddled the driver, and both tucked their legs
inside, away from the wind and rain. This guy never
did say what happened to the previous occupant.

How practical is a trike? It will never replace my
sidehack — my wife likes the comfort and roominess
of the sidecar. However, if you are physically chal-
lenged, you can still ride a trike. You can buy or build
one with an automatic transmission if necessary.
Mount a comfortable bucket seat with arm rests and a
seat belt, and you're ready for fun. Hand controls and
power assisted brakes are easy to add. But the biggest
attraction of a trike is building it.

Let your imagination run wild.
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S/C Interview
Thanks, American Jawa!

Interview by Kim Schwind with Helen Poulos,
National Sales Manager of American Jawa, Ltd.

Q.Why did American Jawa donate two Velorex
sidecars for the National Safety School?

A. Our reasons, which are many, for donating the
sidecars, include the following: First, my long-term
association with Hal Kendall throughout the years.
He has been extremely helpful to me and American
Jawa. His knowledge of sidecars was instrumental
in helping to resolve a case we had involving one of
our sidecars. Without his expertise in finding the
cause of the accident as being driver error, we might
have lost the case, which might have put a taint on
the entire sidecar industry.

Second, through my contacts with dealers and
consumers at various shows, I have found that
sidecars are used for many reasons, one of which is
providing a vehicle for children. If not hooked up
properly, accidents can happen causing injuries to
these children.

Third, proper schooling can eliminate a lot of
accidents, and that's where the Sidecar Safety
Program training school would be of great help.

Q.What do you think of our program?

A. Sidecars should not be treated as a toy.  Sidecars can
be fun. If the training school comes up with changes
to make sidecaring safer by teaching the proper way
for handling a sidecar hookup, that will be a big
plus.

Q.We have heard rumors that you are leaving Ameri-
can Jawa, any comment?

A. Yes, I am retiring at the end of this year. I am not
sure of who my successor is at this time but I will let
you know.

Q.We have really appreciated the time that you took to
talk with us about your donation, and want to
express our thanks to you and American Jawa.

A. You are more than welcome. Please let me know if
there is anything more that I can do to contribute
towards safe sidecaring.
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Rally
Griffith Park:
Where unique riders meet unique bikes

By: Jim Krautz

October 28th and 29th at Mineral Wells picnic
area inGriffith Park saw the 18th Annual Griffith Park
Sidecar Rally. As usual, a wide variety of sidecar rigs
showed up for this year's event.

The 'Harley Crowd' had their usual place at the
east end of Mineral Wells. This year their area was
taped off with the same tape they use for hazardous
waste confinement — no comment. The BMW/2
group was spread out throughout the area, as were
antiques.

This was my thirteenth journey to this great
event. Even though the last six have amounted to only
25-mile trips, the first two I attended I rode down from
north of San Francisco (about 400 miles), and in 1980,
1981 and 1982 I lived north of Portland and still made
every year — about 1000 miles.

I can never remember seeing another R12 BMW
in my 13 years of attending, so imagine my surprise
when another R12 parked next to mine at the rally.

Rusty Kay showed up with his beautiful 1940's
Harley/Harley rig.

Long-time AMA sidecar racer Larry Coleman
showed up with his 140+ mph Bonneville rig, with a
new racing body, and plans to do 175 mph next year.

Notables this year included Jim Sontag and
Larry Alger of Motorvation Engineering. Dan Doyle
of USCA paraphernalia fame rode down from
Northern California. Pete Smith of California Sidecars
and Bob Bakker of Bonneville Salt Flats and British
bike fame were also present.

Clyde Earl was there again with his own brand
of motorcycle movies which were the highlight of
Saturday's gathering.

A group of sidecarists from Arizona rode down.
Also present were Tom and Blondi Goguen. Bill
Machillhaten was the only San Francisco Bay Area
type who ventured down after the devastating earth-
quake. Jack Fassel was in his new home just outside
of Portland, Oregon. Roger Landcaster’s 1954 Nimbus/Bender.

Owner/builder Randy Franks with his BMW
Slash 2 with 900cc R90 engine/Steib T501.

Shinji Saeki, manager of Shikoku Motorcycle
Museum, snoops out a 1938 R12/Ural rig with

the military look. Next to the rig is Jim
Krautz's own 1935 R12/1935 Steib.

Sue Ellsworth on her 1952 Triumph/Flxi



Vol 13 Number 8                                   Page 15                                                   Dec’89-Jan’90

Advt



Vol 13 Number 8                                   Page 16                                                   Dec’89-Jan’90

Bits & Pieces
Cycle Canada

Cycle Canada is offering free publicity to our
events. If you are an organizer, you can contact them at
411 Richmond Street, East, Suite 102, Toronto, Ontario
(Canada) M5A 3S5. They  request that you send in
your announcement 3 - 4 months ahead of time (sound
familiar?). They reach about 130,000 Canadian and
American cyclists, a few of which have sidecars.

Helen Poulos retires from
American Jawa
Dear Friends,

Effective December 29, 1989, after almost twenty
years with American Jawa, I have decided to join my
husband in retirement. The staff at American Jawa, in
whom I have complete confidence, will continue to
take care of all your requirements.

It deeply saddens me to leave my position and all
the friends I have made. Howevwer, it won't be all
sadness for me, since my husband and I plan to have a
more active life — boating and traveling between Long
Island and our Florida condominium.

I wish to thank you for giving me the opportunity,
and the pleasure, of knowing and working with you
throughout the years. It has been a most rewarding
experience, and one of many fond memories.

Best personal regards,

Helen Poulos, American Jawa Ltd.

Appointment of New National
Sales Manager
American Jawa Ltd.

It give us great pleasure to announce the appoint-
ment of Ray Campanile as new National Sales Man-
ager, replacing Helen Poulos, retiring at year’s end.

Being an avid motorcycle rider, Ray comes to us
with sales and technical knowledge of the motorcycle
industry which will help him with dealer customer
relations.

With Ray's enthusiasm in his new position and
with the assistance of Pat DiGilio in processing your

orders, we are confident that we will be able to serve
you most adequately.

Sincerely,

Josef Blecha, Executive Vice President

American Jawa, Ltd.

Sidecar Safety Training Programs
By: Ed Johnson

We are pleased to report that the USCA Training
stable is coming along very nicely with the purchase of
three Yamaha 500 singles, and the donation by Jawa of
two new sidecars.

Doug Bingham, Kurt Leihhafer, and Bob Odell
have each promised a rig when we need it. However,
this has exhausted our meager funding, and we still
need a trailer to transport the rigs, plus additional
funding for fittings, spares, and fuel.

We have asked for support from the rest of the
sidecar manufacturing community, and now we are
asking for support from the general membership. Our
Canadian members made a sizeable donation while
attending the Sidecar Safety Instructor course held in
early October. While most of us cannot match a
contribution of that magnitude, $10 or $20 from a
couple thousand members would really make all the
difference. If you're thinking that 'Gee, I can't, I'm on a
fixed income' we're not after you, but the rest of us
could dig a little deeper and support a very worthwhile
cause. We would be proud to include your name on the
list of contributors soon to be published. Please send
you contributions (both big and little) directly to:

Ed Johnson, 510 East 162nd Street

South Holland, IL 60473

Training is a community affair. Unfortunately,
very serious sidecar accidents happen much more often
than we would like, due to inexperience, and poorly
maintained rigs. We must get effective training pro-
grams off the ground before these accidents come to
the attention of big brother who would take the easy
way out and ban us the way the ATV's have been
eliminated. So give until it hurts!
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‘tec Report
FLEXIT
By: Jim Dodson, Publisher, Hack'd Magazine

I'd heard through the grapevine that the
South African inventor of the Flexit Articulating
sidecar was in the States making contacts, but it
was quite a surprise to meet Hannes Myburgh in
person when I stopped in to see the guy at Cali-
fornia Sidecar, Inc., March '89 on my way back
from Daytona.

The Flexit is being manufactured and
marketed by California Sidecar, Inc. and cur-
rently has a 45- to 60-day waiting time. Hannes
Myburgh, whose background is in architecture,
said he's been working on the development of the
Flexit for the past four years.

Hannes said his feasibility study got started
by accident on a two-wheeler. He has since
applied for five major claims in articulating
sidecar patents for Flexit. He said in researching
“it was quite interesting to see what others had
done as early as 1913, and that they were on the
same track (of thought) as me."  (Victor Hugo
developed the FLXIT Sidecar - HAK)

His experience with rigid mounted rigs "left
me wanting," hence he pursued his own path.
Encouraged by other comments, "we need a third
wheel, but I want to lean it." Hannes said he
became determined to build "a stylish high-speed
article."

A chain on two wheels is the secret simplic-
ity that makes this outfit respond like a solo.
Suspension is controlled on board by the driver
to the dual air shocks via independent compres-
sor, if the motorcycle it's attached to is not so
equipped.

The 135 lb. weight of the Flexit is main-
tained solely on its own 8" aluminum wheel. Its
very aerodynamic shape cuts through the wind
making speed no problem. Because the design is
longer on top than the bottom, an air vacuum
develops at higher speeds, which makes the
sidecar take on characteristics of an airplane
wing according to Hannes.

Hannes Myburgh and the Flexit at California
Sidecar. Inc.
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‘tec Report..

By: Jim Dodson, Publisher, Hack'd Magazine
There was lots of interest shown in the new Flexit

via questions at the sidecar clinic at Mariposa in
August. Inventor Hannes Myburgh said he'd expected
maybe a dozen people to take him up on an offer of a
test ride, but was pleasantly surprised when over fifty
took advantage.

My own test ride on the Flexit, mounted to the
right of a BMW K100, left me with a feeling of not
quite being on a two-wheeler motorcycle. Definite yes
on the leaning and momentum of gyro effect, and that
at low speed is unstable like other solos. My overall
first impressions of the outfit was that with this rig I'd
never need a solo. With this I can get all the feeling of
riding a motorcycle but yet get something additional.

I rode about 15 miles up some nice turns, dips
and climbs on Hwy. 49 before deciding to look for a
gravel road. Turning off into a canyon road the outfit
required that I gingerly handle it, unlike the stability
provided by a rigid rig.  About a mile into the gravel
road, there was suddenly a gate across the road, with no
place to turn around without backing up! It was after
successfully completing this maneuver in lean mode I
decided to engage the locking mechanism lever,
located on the lower rear section of Flexit's H-frame.
That's when I became the only person to drop the thing
all day!

Standing still, with the motor in neutral (and now
that I think about it, the front wheel was turned slightly
toward the sidecar), I leaned down to reach the lever
with my right hand, and when I did the bike leaned
with me due to high-centered crotch height and simply
fell onto the sidecar.

I banged my shin on the footrest but was able to
remove my right leg from between the bike and car
without burning my left leg on the exhaust pipe.

I tried unsuccessfully several times to right the
outfit from both sides before I decided I'd better get
some help.

Walking down to the nearest farmhouse away
from the big closed gate I was greeted by two big dogs
barking with the hair on the back of their necks stand-
ing straight up. Yelling, "Hello!" real loud several times
brought an old fellow named Fred out to greet me. He
said he was the only fella there but that he'd come help
me pick up this strange-looking vehicle.

When we got back I still had no real answer as to
the best way to upright the unit, so after trying to lift the
bike from its cast-over position, I succeeded in bunging
up the paint job on the sidecar with the right end of the
handlebar. We finally both lifted the sidecar, since it
was up against the built-in 35 degree stops with its nose
resting in the ditch. This action worked; as I held the
sidecar up approximately 50 inches, Fred held the front
brake and handlebars while I let the sidecar back down.
Fred was so intent on telling me about his outrigger
canoe racing in Hawaii with his two sons that I forgot
to set the lock, and proceeded to leave it still in flex
mode.

The cautious ride back to the fairgrounds only
added insult to my shame-faced return to Hannes with
explanation of what happened.

Hannes graciously accepted my apologies
considering the circumstances, and still insisted that we
schedule a time for when I could use the rig for several
days, to really become acquainted with another element
of sidecars.

Many thanks to Jim Dodson for not only allow-
ing this reprint of his experiences with the Flexit, but
for providing us with his photographs.
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FLEXIT - the Sidecar for the Biking Enthusiast..
‘tec Report..

Hannes demonstrates the Flexit during the
sidecar clinic at Mariposa in August.
The space age-looking canopy dome is

electronically operated by both the passenger
and/or the driver. The dome cover can be left in
any open position should additional ventilation
be desired than what's available via openings in
the nose area. When the ignition is off, the
canopy is locked.

The H-type mounting chassis is connected
to metal fittings cast into the Fibreglass body,
thus eliminating need for sidecar body chassis.
Fibreglass and Cormat constructed body is,
according to Hannes, "lighter and stronger than
normal fiberglass." Hannes said approximately
85% of the Flexit's construction will be in-house.

The Brembo floating disc brake on the
sidecar wheel is connected hydraulically to the
front or rear brake lever of the motorcycle,
depending on the type of motorcycle.

Thirty-five degrees of lean is obtainable,
both left and right, for a total of 70. Hannes
believes his leaning sidecar will appeal to the
prospective customer who would never consider
a rigid rig. He said this sidecar is designed "for
the upper class motorcycle rider" who would be

attracted to its style and handling. It features a
child's seat in tandem to the adult's, and has both
a lap and shoulder safety belt. Other amenities
include a reading lamp, a hi/lo headlamp tied in
with the motorcycle's, and full auxiliary lighting.

The H-type mounting allows for plenty of
room to pick up your right foot when starting
from a stop. For very slow speeds (10 mph or
less) the moveable chain can be locked, tempo-
rarily converting the leaner to a rigid, for in-
stances of rush hour stop-and-go traffic or bad
road surface conditions.

After the initial mounting procedure the
sidecar can easily be detached and reattached by
one person in about five minutes.

Hannes said the Flexit has been "fitted to
thirteen different motorcycle makes already," but
that his personal recommendations include the
BMW K’s, Harley-Davidson’s, and the Gold
Wings. Anything 650cc and up is OK, because
the wind drag is so much less than a typical rigid.

Hannes added that with the bigger ma-
chines, the power is there for when you want it.
No weight ratio is necessary, it has less track, and
the weight of the sidecar is less than traditional
rigs.

When it came my turn to test ride Hannes'
personal rig, mounted on a BMW K100, at the
Mariposa rally, he asked that I not take a passen-
ger along until after I become more familiar with
the rig, as the extra ballast in the sidecar detracts
from the unfamiliar. Just the opposite of the
instructions given to novice rigid sidecarists.

Hopefully, in the not-too-distant future, a
much more in-depth and long-range test ride
article is in the making.

For a color brochure about the Flexit, and
other California Sidecar products, send your
request to: California Sidecar, Inc., 15161
Goldenwest Circle, Westminster, CA 92683,
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FLEXIT - the Sidecar for the Biking Enthusiast..

‘tec Report..

MOTO GUZZI NATIONAL OWNERS CLUB
MONTHLY NEWS LETTER OF TIPS,
STORIES RALLIES ETC. NATIONWIDE.
$18.00 for couple membership OR $19.00
FOR SINGLE MEMBERSHIP. CONTACT:
MGNOC, R.R.#1, Box 136, Ellsworth, KS
67439. (913)472-4988.
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Starting Over Again
By: Mitch Goldflies, MD
Chapter 6: Fine Tuning the Outfit

When I brought the new BMW-Spyder
outfit home I evaluated it in detail.The outfit
needed several small finishing touches. All of the
exposed wires, cables, brake lines, etc. were
covered by flexible nylon or plastic tubing
obtained from the auto parts store. This looked
so good that I covered over all of the exposed
cables, wires and brake lines on the motorcycle. I
used additional nylon tie-downs to secure every-
thing to my satisfaction.

The space between the sidecar trunk cover
and the body of the sidecar was filled with
automotive single sided self-adhesive weather
stripping. Windshield edge molding was placed
over the lower edge of the trunk cover to fill in
the gap around the hinges. I added a brass door
jam dress up plate to the portion of the fiberglass
that engages the trunk lock. The trunk lock now
contacts brass, not fiberglass.

I finished off the outfit's detailing with a
Meguiar's 00 Professional High-Tech Wash and a
coat of Meguiar's Mirror Glaze 26 Yellow Wax. I
then rolled the outfit out back of our house for a
suitable picture backdrop.

I shot a few pictures of the outfit before any
serious test riding. I wanted to record how the
outfit looked before acquiring any road rash and
splattered bugs. Driving the new BMW-Spyder
outfit for the first time was a unique experience.
My reference points were how the BMW R65
handled solo and my 1983 Harley shovelhead
FLHTLE sidecar outfit. Needless to say it was a
different experience. I judge the BMW outfit to
be half of the weight of the Harley outfit. The
BMW tends to carry its weight higher and further
forward than the Harley. All of these factors
make the two outfits handle very differently.

As you may remember, there were several
questions that I initially had concerning the
choice of the BMW R65 as the base motorcycle
for the new sidecar outfit. The first major ques-
tion was the acceleration and highway perfor-
mance of the 650 cc. engine. The rebuilt engine
proved itself up to the task of pulling the sidecar.
I estimate that the BMW-R65-Spyder outfit's
ability to pull off of the line and its roll-on power
at highway speeds is close enough to the Harley
outfit to be more than acceptable. There is no
problem keeping up with traffic where the speed
limit is 65 mph.

The next question was concerning the
handling characteristics of the new outfit. Sev-
eral factors were important in evaluating the
handling of the BMW-Spyder outfit. The sidecar
weight is well matched to the motorcycle. I am
able to ride the outfit without ballast and main-
tain stability. I usually carry 5 gallons of water in
a collapsible plastic container in the sidecar trunk
for ballast when not riding with a passenger in
the sidecar. This improves stability on right hand
turns (towards the sidecar).

Steering the outfit is a different experience.
The sport handlebars; torqued down steering
head bearings; hydraulic steering damper; and
relatively large turning radius make for some
interesting handling characteristics. There is a
definite trade-off in the way the front forks are
set up.

Road Test
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Road Test..
The down side is that it takes a healthy

amount of controlled force to steer the outfit at
slow speed. This is no problem if you have good
upper body strength. I do not have any problems
with the required slow speed steering force.
However, an unacceptable amount of force is
needed by the average person to drive this outfit
through the slow speed range exercises in the
Sidecar Safety Program (SSP). This BMW-
Spyder outfit will not be acceptable as a teaching
outfit for the SSP (I totally agree with this analy-
sis by Mitch from my own observations - HAK.)

The up side is that when you get moving on
the outfit the steering is very smooth and stable.
There is no wobble or wiggle transmitted to the
handlebars. The outfit feels very stable steering
at high speed. The suspension of the outfit feels
adequate. The new front fork springs do a good
job of keeping the front end from diving during
braking. The rear shock and single sided
swingarm are adequate. The sidecar wheel
suspension is adjustable with the air shock and
works fine.

One real handling problem appears to be
related to inadequate rear suspension damping
and spring rate. This problem occurs at highway
speeds on very poor, rough and uneven road
surface conditions. The problem is that the outfit
develops a weave or wallow. The outfit weaves
or wallows back and forth sideways for a few
seconds. This weave disappears by itself. In-
creasing the weight in the sidecar decreases the
weave. I may replace the rear shock absorber a
higher performance unit.

This outfit is very sensitive to sudden
changes in throttle and brake application. This
sensitivity increases with increasing speed and
sidecar passenger weight. Aggressive application
of the throttle will cause the outfit to gently pull
to the right, toward the sidecar as expected.
Sudden rolling off of the throttle causes a hard
pull to the left, away from sidecar. Gradual
rolling off of the throttle causes only a gentle pull
to the left. With a gradual change in throttle only
a small push or pull on the appropriate handlebar
is required for straight line driving.

The outfit is also very sensitive to brake
application. Application of the rear brake causes
the outfit to mildly pull to the left away from the
sidecar. Application of the sidecar disc brake
causes a moderate pull to the right, toward the
sidecar. Application of both the sidecar and rear
brake causes a mild pull to the right, toward the
sidecar. Strong application of the front brake
causes a severe pull to the left, away from the
sidecar.

To initiate braking I slowly roll off the
throttle; apply both the rear and sidecar wheel
brakes; and then apply the front brake as needed
to both reduce speed and maintain the outfit
traveling in a straight line. After riding for a
while I started using the throttle and brakes both
for speed and directional control. I am able to use
the sidecar wheel brake and gently rolling on the
throttle to initiate a gentle turn to the right,
toward the sidecar. Rolling off the throttle, using
the rear or front brake will initiate a gentle turn
to the left, away from the sidecar.

This is a very different handling sensation
compared to the Harley outfit which exhibits
very little directional change in response to
throttle change and brake application. With the
Harley's integrated rear and sidecar brake the
option to use only the sidecar brake does not
exist. It is easier to slow down and stop the
Harley outfit than the BMW-Spyder outfit in
emergency situations.My sidecar passenger (my
son Ryan) has spent much time riding in the
Harley sidecar. He has recently spent some time
in the Spyder sidecar. He has found that the best
way to enter and exit the Spyder is from the rear
motorcycle side. For that reason I keep the right
saddle bag off the motorcycle. He is careful not
to touch the right muffler with his left leg. I tried
his method and it works just fine.

The leaf springs on the Harley sidecar seem
to give the sidecar passenger a smoother ride
than the Spyder suspension. However, the lack of
sidecar wheel suspension on the Harley transmits
a small tilting side force to the motorcycle which
causes excessive handlebar vibration at highway
speeds.
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The carpet, interior trim and seat are nicer
on the Spyder than on the Harley. The seat belt
works fine. If you use the Spyder's interior
storage pouches for grab rails the interior trim
quickly separates from the fiberglass side walls
and velcro attachment strips. I may add interior
grab rails for sidecar passenger security.

My final conclusions are:

1. The Motorvation Spyder T-1 sidecar is an
acceptable choice for a BMW R65 motorcycle.
The BMW-Spyder outfit looks great and is fun
to drive. It is oriented toward sport touring,
not cross country touring.

2. With the modified engine the BMW R65-
Spyder outfit's performance is acceptable. The
charging system seem adequate for the extra
light on the sidecar.

3. The upgrade of the front fork springs is a good
idea. I am considering a rear shock absorber
upgrade in the future.There does not appear to
be a need to modify the single sided rear
swingarm or single front disc brake. The
sidecar wheel brake is a good handling and
performance option.

4. Due to the high steering effort now required at
slow speed this outfit is NOT, at present,
suitable for teaching the Range Exercises in
the Sidecar Safety Program. I have the option
to change to touring handlebars to reduce the
force required for steering.

Final Chapter: Changing Handling Priorities

Road Test../Business Profile
Business Profile:

Doug Bingham was listed in Dealernews'
June, 1989 issue as one of the most significant
people of the last 25 years in the motorcycling
world, with the comment, "If sidecars ever make it,
blame him. He's proven over and over again that
you really have to believe in something to succeed."

He's been written up in numerous publica-
tions, from Road Rider to Motorcycle Product
News to BMW News and Popular Science. So why
are we writing him up, too? Refer to paragraph one.
And when we asked advertisers to submit profiles,
Doug was first to respond.

Doug's Side Strider, Inc. is located in Van
Nuys, California. He manufactures and distributes
sidecars — Watsonian and his own Side Strider,
including special camera vehicles used by film and
television news crews.

The camera sidecars have a rotating seat
which allows the cameraman/passenger a 360°
view of the action. He also built a machine gun/
cargo carrying motocross sidecar, which folds up,
for the U.S. Army, and an electric-powered motor-
cycle/sidecar used in the XXIII Olympiad, where
exhaust fumes are a no-no.

From 1965-1969, Doug ran Sidecar Special-
ties. In 1969 be founded Side Strider, Inc. He has
been building and racing sidecars for somewhere
around 30 years, which makes him a lucky man —
he can combine business with pleasure any day of
the week. At Side Strider, he designs, builds,
installs and sells sidecars. He imports sidecars and
various motorcycling accoutrements, all available
through Side Strider.

And for the past 18 years, he has hosted the
Griffith Park Sidecar Rally at Griffith Park in Los
Angeles. It's the rally where the truly unique rigs
come out of the woodwork, and the truly unique
people come out to look at them, talk about them,
buy, sell and trade them.

Contact Doug Bingham at Side Strider, Inc.,
15838 Arminta St., Unit 25, Van Nuys, CA 91405
or phone (818) 780-5542.Doug Bingham, standing in the hat, welcomes

Mark McCaw to the 1989 Griffith Park Rally
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‘tec Report
How I did it:
some hints from windy New Mexico
Dear Hal:

I've been enjoying the Sidecarist and your
articles for years and thought I'd write about some
of my experiences. The first sidecar rig I drove
many years ago was a 1931 Indian 4 with a sidecar.
As I was used to riding a 1929 Harley 45 solo that
first ride was quite an experience. Very few bikes
were in my part of the country at that time so you
were pretty much on your own. Either you were
"hooked" right off, or you "washed out" and never
rode again. In my case I was hooked for life.

After I got married and started a family I gave
it up for several years. My wife and I got back into
biking in 1967. Now we have four bikes, two with
sidecars and two without.

The one I use most (see photo) is a 1980 Gold
Wing with a Jupiter sidecar. I bought the Jupiter,
new, in 1974 for $695. It has been on three different
bikes: a 1973 BMW 750/5, a 1976 Moto Guzzi
convert, and now the Gold Wing. I've never re-
painted the hack since taking it off the Guzzi.

I like the design of the Jupiter but the work-
manship and the finish were horrible. The first
thing I did was to tear out the upholstering and re-
do it. Later I painted it and the Guzzi.

I also beefed up the frame and made a hand

operated "lean-out" adjuster. I use a three point
mounting system.

We have so much wind in this part of the
country. Driving a rig can be very tiring in a good
stiff cross wind. With the lean-out control I can
adjust the lean into the wind until the rig tracks
straight. In a hard cross wind from the left, how-
ever, it is very difficult to adjust the lean unless I
stop to make the adjustment. If either the wind
changed direction or I changed mine then the rig
would need to be adjusted again.

I began thinking about a power unit and wrote
to Vern Goodwin. At that time he had lost his
contact source of the electrical jack-screws from a
surplus outlet. I didn't think I needed a unit quite as
fast as his as I did not intend to use it for turning
control to lean into corners.

I decided to fabricate one in my own machine
shop. I already had the jack-screw portion so I built
up the power drive using a discarded Ford power
window drive unit that a friend picked up from a
dealer's junk pile. It only had a loose connection. It
works fine. I have it wired to a two way switch. I
just move the switch in the direction I want the bike
to lean. I no longer worry about the wind being a
bother.

About a year ago I saw a rig that really got my
attention. This fellow gets around in a wheel chair
but can get astride a bike even though he has to
have all hand controls. He built a sidecar so he can
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take a passenger (he wouldn't be able to ride solo in
any case). He has a rack to carry the wheel chair
which folds up for carrying.

He has the sidecar mounted to a Gold Wing
with a standard rigid four point hook-up. However,
the upper shock mount of the sidecar suspension is
on a pivot much like a swing arm. He has an
electric screw with about 14 inches of travel. One
end of the screw is hooked up to the upper shock
mount bracket of the sidecar suspension. When he
operates the screw it tips the whole bike and sidecar
one way or the other. The four point mount appears
better than the three point mount.

I'm thinking about redoing my set-up, or I may
have a whole new frame built like that and try it out
on my Guzzi. The fellow, Carl Barnes from Austin,
Texas, is a fine fellow. He said he would be flat-
tered if I tried his idea.

I found a very good idea for a front steering
damper. It is a standard auto shock with a 3/8"-24
threads on both ends which take standard rod end
bearings available at bearing stores. I thought it may
make the steering too stiff but I can't notice any
difference except that it is rock steady now, much
better than the light VW damper I used before.

From experience I can vouch for your article
"Effect of Lead" (Volume 13, Issue 5). I have set up
over twenty rigs for various clients the past several
years, all with the standard four point set-up.

Sure would like to see more about Mike
Donaldson's leaner rig. Keep up the good work.

Herschel E. Waldorf, 216 Mexcal Circle, NW,
Albuquerque, NM 87105, (505) 836-0642

‘tec Report..
Dear Herschel:

Look for more on the leaner as the inventor
of that rig will make it available through Califor-
nia Sidecar. I firmly believe that the adjustable
lean control is the greatest breakthrough the
sidecarist has seen recently. Expect other manu-
facturers will follow suit. Of course, some will
want the fully leanable unit. The inventor has a
low speed device to allow the unit to operate as a
rigid unit at low speeds (as in parking lots) or
when at rest. It is a simple mechanical lock. It is
not designed for high speed operation while in
the locked position.

Toe-in for a leanable rig should be set
between zero and 1/8 inch as the bike lean is
adjusted to compensate for drag. It is claimed
that a leaner has more usable power and uses less
gas. There is a good theoretical basis for this as
drag is substantially reduced.

There are several methods to adjust or fine
tune lean control. Motorvation uses a device to
adjust the torsion bar clamp on the sidecar
suspension; others use a pneumatic shock ab-
sorber and by varying the air pressure control the
lean of the motorcycle. Vetter used a mechanical
screw. The main difference between these de-
vices and Vern's is in the degree of lean. Most of
these devices can adjust for a plus or minus of
only a few degrees, perhaps up to a maximum of
10. Vern's can allow for as much as 25 degrees,
or even more.

Only Vern's device can provide for any
serious assistance with turning, the others are to
fine tune, or adjust for changes in load, changes
in windage, and changes in drag with speed.

On the plus side, a rigid four point mount-
ing system offers a much more rigid bike to
sidecar feeling, however, the three point mount-
ing, if properly designed, is a good and safe
setup. Harley-Davidson has used this method for
many decades.

Hal Kendall.
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SHARING THE ROAD
A Guide to Mixing Motorists and Cyclists

The following article was adapted from a pam-
phlet of unknown origin. It offers a refreshing view of
mixing motorcycles and four wheeled motorists.

Although it was written for the two-wheeled set,
we three wheelers can take advantage of some of the
expertise contained herein. We took considerable time
trying to locate the author. If anyone knows who it is,
please contact us.

ROOM ON THE ROAD
Learning to share the road with drivers of all

kinds of vehicles is more necessary now than ever
before for motorists.

Rising fuel cost have cause many people to
choose alternatives to the traditional automobile and
brought a marked increase in the number of bicycles,
mopeds, motorcycles (and evqn sidecar rigs) on public
roads and streets. These two- wlkeled answers to the
energy problem make it necessary for all drivers to
know the keys to a safe traffic mix.

There has been a substantial rise in the number of
motorcycles in and along our highways, and along with
this, a somewhat alarming increase in the number of
motorcycle accidents.

The challenge of sharing the road - the car and the
motorcycle together - can best be met when drives of
both vehicles learn what to expect from each other.
There is room on the road for both of them.

VISIBILITY
In most cycle-car collisions, the automobile

driver “claims” he/she did not even see the motorcycle
before the accident. Car drivers must, first of all,
EXPECT MOTORCYCLES to be part of the traffic
flow and to look for them in traffic. Because the
motorcycle's size often allows it to be hidden . . . in the
car driver's blind spot . . . a motorist should glance over
the shoulder and check the mirrors before changing
lanes.

Cyclists can be more visible if they ride with their
headlights on at all times, wear bright-colored clothing
and helmets, and decorate their cycles and helmets with

reflectorized tape or stickers. A conscious awareness of
their own low visibility will help motorcycle operators
to drive defensively.

INTERSECTIONS
Accidents at urban intersections are the most

common motorcycle-automobile collision, and failure
of car drivers to yield the right of way is the cause.

Drivers must be alert to the possible presence of
motorcycles and aware of the motorcycle's speed an
maneuverability. This awareness can prepare driver of
the motorcycle's sudden change in speed or direction
due to either traffic or road conditions.

Left turns in front of an oncoming motorcycle
account for a large percentage of car/cycle injury-
producing accidents. Drivers should check intersec-
tions specifically for motorcycles, try to judge the two-
wheeler's speed and establish eye contact with the
cyclist before turning left.

Motorcyclists cannot assume that they have been
seen as they approach an intersection, so they must
slow down well before reaching it. Cyclists, too, should
attempt to make eye contact with motorists at intersec-
tions to make certain they have been seen.

FOLLOWING DISTANCE
When passing motorcycles, a car driver should

allow a full lane to the cycle and should avoid crowd-
ing the cyclist in the same lane. A driver also should
avoid premature returns to the original lane and allow
as much space for a cycle as for another car.

When being passed by a cycle, the car driver
should maintain lane position and speed, allowing the
cyclist to complete the pass.

To insure safe passing by a car, the cyclist should
try to drive in the left third of the lane. This not only
discourages motorists from trying to pass without
changing lanes, but is the best position for the cyclist to
avoid rutting, grease, and oil.

When passing, the motorcycle driver should
signal properly, pass as wide to the left as an automo-
bile would, and return to the lane well ahead of the
vehicle passed. Motorcyclists should be especially
careful passing from the motorcyclist's blind spot.

Road Sense
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ROAD HAZARDS
What are minor problems for car drivers can be

major haz- ards for motorcyclists. Car drivers should
be ready for sudden changes or unusual maneuvers by
motorcycles. To avoid problems, the car driver should
follow at a safe distance and I should be aware of
the type hazard which causes the motorcyclist to
change speed or direction — railroad crossings, pot
holes, and metal or grated bridges.

Cyclists take railroad crossings at a 90-degree
angle and slow down well before crossing. They may
slow down or swerve out for pot holes. Grated bridges
cause a wobbling sensation for the motorcycle and may
cause the motorcyclist to change direction or reduce
speed. A motorcyclist may cross a grated bridge at an
angle to gain greater control.
==================================
What are minor problems for car drivers can be
major hazards for motorcyclists.
====================================

A motorcyclist must always be on the alert for
road hazards. Looking far ahead gives the cyclist time
to plan the safest ac-tion to take. In case an obstacle
causes a spill, the best protection for a cyclist is proper
clothing, especially a helmet. (Although sidecars are
less likely to be involved in a spill, it can still happen,
and protective gear should be worn at all times.)

WEATHER HAZARDS
Car drivers should exercise care when driving on

wet or slippery surfaces, and be alert to the problem of
glare, especially at night. It's easy to lose sight of a
motorcycle under the best of weather conditions, but,
in rain or snow, it is even more difficult to sight a cycle.
Drivers should also allow more following distance for
motorcyclists when it's raining, snow

ing, or when the surface is wet or slippery. For the
motorist, it is important to be aware of how roadway
conditions can affect the cyclist's speed and ability to
stop quickly.

Skilled motorcyclists will slow down in bad
weather and exercise extreme caution. They will
instinctively think "two wheels" and not four, and
operate their vehicles accordingly. Although three-

wheelers are not as likely to go down, they can, and do,
need to exercise caution in slippery conditions. Leave
extra braking room, and remember, that if conditions
are poor, the motorist is not looking out for you
because he doesn't expect to see you on the road.

LANE USAGE
Car drives should know that motorcycles are

entitled to the same full lane as other vehicles. They
also should be aware that skilled motorcycle operators
are constantly changing positions within that lane to
maximize their ability to see and be seen and to avoid
objects on or near the road. A car driver must never
move into the same lane alongside a motorcycle.

Motorcyclists, may, legally in most states, ride in
the same lane along side of one another. Generally, a
single motorcyclist will operate the vehicle to the right
or left of the lane because of sand and grease in the
middle. In the city, the cyclist most often will drive in
the left part of the lane.

SIGNALING
The car driver is responsible for giving proper

signals before making a move. When in traffic, drivers
should scan their surroundings. Being familiar with
motorcycle riding techniques can help the driver to
anticipate the cyclist's next maneuver.

The car driver should remember that turn signals
on a motorcycle are not self-canceling. Before making
a turn in front of a motorcyclist, a driver should make
sure the rider is turning and not going straight (with
forgotten turn signals still blinking).

Although most motorcycles are now equipped
with electric turn indicators, the cyclist's signals are
often not seen. For safety's sake, the cyclist should
activate turn signals at least 100 feet before reaching an
intended turn and use hand signals as well as electric
signals. Visual checks as well as the use of each mirror
should be make before turning. Hand signals should be
discontinued just before starting a turn, as both hands
are needed for a smooth maneuver.

Cyclists (and motorists) should (always) remem-
ber to deactivate electric (and automatic) turn signals
after completing the turn.

Road Sense..
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Tales Out of School

The Sidecar Safety Program Instructors Course
or

How it Feels to be Five Foot Tall in a Six Foot Tall World

HER STORY (Kim Schwind)
While I know that Jim will write an orga-

nized and more technical article, I am writing
from the perspective of a novice suddenly thrust
into the middle of a group of very experienced
folks! How did it all start? For me, the decision
to attend the Sidecar Safety Instructors School
was the direct result of a comment made by a
member that he was afraid that the new Editors
would not participate in the support and were
only interested in making a fast buck at the
expense of the USCA.

Well, I could elaborate on the time spent
getting each edition out of the computer, but I
won't. Actually, it is all Hal Kendall's fault: he
thought it would be a good idea. The net result, a
phone call to Ed Johnson, and a $100 check off
to the University. The school was to be held on
the weekend we would celebrate our 16th wed-
ding anniversary, and we decided attending
would be our mutual present to each other. We
arranged for friends to come house-dog-kid sit,
Jim arranged for Friday and Monday off from
work, I packed the car, and early Friday morning
less than an hour after seeing the children off on
the bus, we were on our way!

I never knew how far away Chicago was,
much less Woodstock, located 90 miles north-
west. After all, I have flown through O'Hare a
couple of jillion times in my previous job, it's
only a two hour trip, one if you count the time
change. This time, with the time change in-
cluded, it took twelve hours.

Friday was warm, bright and sun shiny. A
friend of ours summed it up when he was telling
us about a recent trip to New England. They
went by car, and Ed was angry at each passing
cyclist, for being on a bike instead of cooped up
in a claustophobic four-wheeler. Then reality sets

in, the Amazonas has a top speed of 55 MPH -
O.K. 63 going down hill empty (honestly, lots of
torque, no top end) - the 725 mile trip would
have taken us two days in each direction, even
pushing it!

Jim has become a much more considerate
traveling companion since we started putting on
significant mileage by bike. We now stop every
couple of hours for a stretch, bite to eat, gas, etc.
He used to prefer marathon runs, stopping ONLY
when the car needed gas.

In preparation for the course, Ed required us
to read and understand the Sidecar Manual by
Hal Kendall. We were provided with an exami-
nation before the course began, and Jim and I
worked on it during the ride out.

We finally arrived sometime after 8 pm, and
decided to stop for dinner before contacting Ed
Johnson and Kris and Joe Rybacek. It turned out
to be a poor decision as they had left a note
telling us to meet them for dinner at the local inn.
After talking to Cindy (the dog) on the answering
machine a couple of times, we decided to try
locating the house. With no directions and only a
street address, it might have been a real chal-
lenge. Ever-resourceful Jim notices a local
county map at a convenience store, a quick look
see and we were on our way.
==================================
After talking to Cindy (the dog) on the
answering machine a couple of times, we
decided to try locating the house.
====================================

We find the house with no problem, only no
one is at home. A  note tells us to look for them
at the Inn, and we were off again. We get to the
Woodstock Inn, and, not knowing who we were
looking for, ended up asking everyone in the
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place if they know Joe. Finally, giving up, we
have a quick one at the downstairs bar, and get
ready to leave. A local patron asks us if we were
looking for someone with a sidecar rig? Yes, we
were. Well, they had left about 20 minutes before
we arrived. We must have just missed one an-
other. Back to the house. This time the lights are
on, and Kris and Joe are home. So are Ed
Johnson and John Dauginas. What a crowd! We
brought in the computer that was to go home
with Ed, and play with Kris and Joe's new IBM
toy. We finally headed to bed, we were due at
school at 8 AM.

Dawn arrived, and I had been up for a
while. My internal alarm clock went off at 5:30
EST = 4:30 AM CST. I got up and puttered
around with the computer after finding a cup of
coffee. Finally Jim woke up, and after a quick
breakfast, we headed for the college.

School started bright and early on Saturday
morning. We were treated to coffee and pastries
complements of Joe Rybacek. Sixteen students,
three Chief Instructors, and one observer gath-
ered in the classroom. Introductions were made
by the instructors, then each of us were asked to
introduce ourselves and give a brief description
of our riding experiences and why we were in
school. I tried to take good notes, but laugh when
I looked at them latter. I guess that names are not
my strong suit. It's pretty funny in retrospect that
Crandall became Craig, Mitch became Rich, and
Paul was a big question mark. I'd better brush up
on my shorthand.

The students attending the course included:

Mitch Brandt, Skokie IL, experienced solo biker,
solo safety instructor

Terry Brinklow, Napanee, Ontario - lots of
experience, Velorex S/C with Goldwing

Robert Brodie, Toronto, Ontario - experienced,
dealer

Robert Camper, Zion IL - audiologist, no sidecar
now, used to ride in Greece

John Dauginas, Beecher, IL - need we say more?

Lee De Young, Lombard, IL - programmer, 5
years with S/C 19 years solo experience

Paul Gloger, Harrietta, MI  - self taught, '82
Squire, 25 years experience, 9 on S/C

Richard Hall, Schomberg, Ontario - VP of
CSOC, 11 years experience, 3 with S/C, likes
to bring his family along

Bruce Joy, St. Charles IL - makes payments, but
ex-wife has sidecar, wants to get into it again

Kurt Liebhaber, Waterman IL - experience rigger,
manufactures own frame to use with for
custom bodywork for DIYs

Tom Proszowski, Toronto, Ontario - wants to get
other physically challenged folks into
sidecarring

Kim and Jim Schwind, Fairport, NY - Me be-
cause Hal suggested it, Jim - because I was
going (not really, can't make him do anything
he doesn't want to do)

'Richard Stern, Sycamore IL - doesn't own a rig
yet, has been through two sidecar safety
programs, decided it was worth teaching

Crandall Weaver, Hiawatha, IA - 70 years young.
Experienced rigger, will sell you anything you
want. Teaches new sidecarists how to handle
rigs he installs, wants to do it right!

Jim Williams, Shelbyville, KY - riding since he
was 9 years old. Needed S/C because of
physical limitations. Wants to be qualified
before retiring.

There we were, all in a room, all except me
experienced, (well I have ridden about 10,000
miles solo, and 8,000 of those behind a sidecar
rig). I sat wondering whether this, was really one
of the best ideas I'd ever had, or if I was in way
over my head. Course materials were distributed,
and then we watched the fourth generation of a
training video starring Ed Johnson and produced

Tales Out of School..
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by the college. We thought it was well done, and
would be an excellent tool at the booths at trade
shows.
==================================
I sat wondering whether this was really one of
the best ideas I'd ever had, or it I was in way
over my head.
===================================

Then they started in on the technical stuff.
First, I have to admit that I'm not terribly techni-
cally oriented.

I tested for the Air Force back in high
school, and they assured me that I would never
be trained as a jet mechanic! What little experi-
ence and aptitude I do have has been hard won
with the extraordinarily patient tutoring of my
spouse.

I took a lot of notes, none of which make
much sense now until I talk to Jim about them.
However, I probably know more know than
many experienced riders about rigs and how they
are to be set up. Not that I'm about to tell anyone
they're wrong, but ...

We adjourned to the parking lot for an
introduction of the rigs and owners. Each person
had an opportunity to explain their setup and
likes, dislikes, and handling quirks. The instruc-
tors pointed out safety features, regularly
complimenting the owners on fine workmanship
and well thought-out design. Of course we didn't
have our rig with us, but it was interesting to take
a completely different look at it once I got home.

We broke up for lunch, and Jim and I stuck
around the parking lot having brought our lunch
with us (low budget traveling equals lots of ham
and cheese sandwiches). I'm really glad that we
did, because I was given the opportunity to take a
ride on Mitch Goldflies new rig! What a differ-
ence when the bike fits the rider.

When I have spent time on the Amazonas, I
feel like a small child on Daddy's ATV. I have to
lean over the gas tank, arms stretched all the way

out, and unable to handle the clutch more than a
couple of times before my hand is exhausted.

On Mitch's new BMW, although the handle-
bars were a little tight, I could reach the controls
and after a couple of laps around the lot, felt my
confidence begin to grow. When the others
returned, I had to relinquish the bike to its right-
ful owner and go back to being just one of the
gang. But it was then that the bug hit, details
later.

Ed Johnson spent the rest of the afternoon
explaining how we would teach range exercises.
I'm glad that Jim prepares for all eventualities,
the warm clothes including hats, gloves, and
thermies were much appreciated in the brisk
wind of a lovely October afternoon. Mitch
Goldflies demonstrated the range exercises, both
the right and wrong way to do many of them.
Both explained how ranges were usually less
than ideal at rally sites, and that we would have
to learn to work with what we got. Our range
was full of stones, gravel, small rocks, and mud
from construction. Occasionally we couldn't hear
because of background noise, but Ed had a
portable megaphone that seemed to help over-
come that obstacle.

We broke up early, Ed, Mitch and Joe
explaining that we had used up all of the materi-
als for that day. We were invited back to Joe and
Kris' house for a chili party and after-school
discussion at 6 PM. Being only 4, Jim and I
headed back to the Woodstock Inn (we now
knew where it was) for a drink before heading to
Rybacek's for dinner.

Kris makes a mean pot of chili, providing
onions, cheese, and extra spice for those of us
who wanted it. We had a chance to look at some
video tapings Joe had made, and played "Guess
the Sidecar" with a wonderful slide show. The
party broke up at a fairly reasonable hour, with
all of us aware that things were to get started at 9
AM the next morning.

On Sunday, we spent very little time inside

Tales Out of School..
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before heading out to the parking lot for range
exercises. Ed and Joe decided that I could play
"novice student" very effectively because I was
one. My partner, Mitch Brandt was also a com-
plete novice, and the two of us spent the morning
encouraging each other on running the exercises.

We started on Mitch's Harley rig (photo)
which I liked even better than the BMW from the
day before. Unfortunately, I followed directions
and shut the bike off after each exercise. The
bike's battery didn't appreciate the stop and go,
and finally refused to get started. Mitch and I
transferred to another rig and lessons continued.

Ed Johnson (center, with speaker) gives
instruction.

It is so strange being five foot in a six foot
world. All of the rigs are set up for a comfort
level of a much taller person with longer arms
and much longer legs. But given the opportunity,
I would rather ride a too big rig than not ride at
all. I can't say that I was a very good student. I
misjudged things on a regular basis. I got ner-
vous, and on occasion, completely forgot every-
thing that I had ever read or heard about operat-
ing a sidecar. I stalled the bike once, ran over
course cones on every right hand maneuver, well
almost every one, and by the time I finished the
day, I KNEW where that wheel was and wouldn't
run into anything on that side again! By the time
we finished in the afternoon, I was totally in-
fected and knew that by sometime next spring,
one way or another, I was going to have my own
rig.

What confidence knowing that you won't
fall down on gravel surfaces, and that if you're
careful, and slow down a bit, even right hand
turns don't have to be scarey.

We broke for lunch during the middle of the
range exercises, heading for a local spot in town.
The entire group made lunch, sitting at a couple
of tables in one section of the restaurant. It was
neat listening to these experienced riders sharing
the same enthusiasm I felt. I finally understood
what they felt when they rode. I too had miscon-
ceptions of how a sidecar feels. I learned that you
have to steer the thing. Actually, you pull in the
direction you want the rig to go while simulta-
neously pushing on the opposite bar.

I learned that leaning makes a difference,
maybe not with a very wide track bike like the
'Zonas with the Motorvation, but with the other
rigs that I was on it made a huge difference. And
not just physically, but psychologically. You are
far more ready for a turn if you move the center
of gravity (a.k.a. your derriere) to the apex of the
turn, then it doesn't feel like the rig is controlling
you, but you are in total control of the event.

I wish that everyone thinking about buying
a sidecar got the same type of opportunity to
learn safely in the shelter of a course range how
to handle a rig. They would be better equipped to
decide what they wanted, and would be safer on
the road after their equipment arrives. I started
out scared, and finished confident and anxious to
have my own rig as soon as possible.

We spent the remainder of the afternoon in
the garage at a tech session. Suddenly everything
I had read and heard made sense! There were
chalk marks on the floor to show how to measure
rigs. We were given practical advice on how to
use materials on hand to check rigging, shown
where safety features might be included, and
helped to reach a good understanding of safe
rigging.
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Then we were told not to get too technical
during the classroom part of a safety seminar, but
to save it until class was over and we could talk
about rigs one-on-one with the owner. Sound
advice!

We finished up out in the parking lot saying
our good byes to everyone. Funny, Craig became
Crandall, Rich became Mitch, and I knew that I
was going to miss these folks that we had come
to know so well. It was had to say goodbye with
the sun still shining, hot air balloons in the sky
and the day ending. Still, we had a long way to
go towards home, and we finally got on the road.

Our venerable East Coast Editor, Kim,
wishing Mitch Goldflies' Harley rig was hers.

Her passenger is Mitch Brandt.
We traveled with the fellows from Canada,

Jim Williams, and Ed Johnson for awhile. What
a sight, all of those sidecar rigs snaking their way
across the back roads of Illinois. We kept in
touch by CB, with fun chit-chat and jokes flow-
ing between the bikes and our four wheeled
chariot. Close to Chicago we stopped for hot
coffee and heavier gear for the riders, and very
quickly after that we broke up. Jim and I trav-
elled another hour plus before stopping for the
night.

Very early Monday morning we were on the
road again. A long trip home, stopping to make a
call to the children, letting them know we were
on our way. We got in about 4:45 PM and my
friend had a hot dinner waiting for us. A quick
shower, bite to cat, and I was out the door at 5:15
headed for work.

All of us attending the school brought
something special to the course. The group
included experienced sidecarists, non-experi-
enced sidecarists, those who had teaching experi-
ence, experienced riggers from the College of
Knocks, range instructors from another safety
program, and those interested in promoting safe
sidecaring. Ed Johnson hand-selected the stu-
dents, although he will be the first to admit that
he wasn't sure that more than three people were
going to show up as late as Friday afternoon.

We were the third class of Instructors to
attend the Sidecar Safety Program Instructors
course (impressive isn't it?). We met at McHenry
Community College which is close to Joe
Rybacek's home (both he and wife Kris teach at
the college). We were fortunate to have an
excellent classroom facility, enclosed garage
space for the technical sessions and a reasonable
range for exercises.

We do it because we feel that sidecar
safety is mandatory for the continuation of
our sport.

The course provides an excellent manual for
teaching future courses, whether at rally sites or
formal classroom settings. Our instructors pro-
vided us with excellent information, although it
was overwhelming on occasion. I must admit
that the technical materials sometimes went over
my head (no pun intended), but I did learn a lot,
and can definitely pass the knowledge on to
others.

The wish that every new sidecar driver
could have the same opportunity to learn that I
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did could become reality if all of us support the
Sidecar Safety Program. There are approximately
forty certified instructors, and four Chief Instruc-
tors.

Courses will be offered throughout the
country and Canada thanks to those who spent
the time teaching us, and to those of us who will
pass the knowledge on to others. No, we don't
get paid for this. We do it because we feel that
sidecar safety is mandatory for the continuation
of our sport. Support your local instructor, attend
a program even if you are an experienced rider.
=================================

No, we don't get paid for this. We do it
because we feel that sidecar safety is

mandatory for the continuation of our sport.
=================================

Those students who were experienced
added a lot to the course, but all agreed that they
came away having learned something new.
Support the program, we are in urgent need of
your contributions. It doesn't have to be large, a
small amount times a lot of people really adds
up. This is our sport, and if we don't give, it will
go the way of the ATV's. Yes, it could happen to
us!

Was it worth it? Absolutely! Would I go
again? Well, not for a while. Many thanks to all
who helped, especially Ed Johnson who had faith
in me when I didn't and kept encouraging me to
try again. To Mitch Goldflies for my first ride on
a rig that fit, and for a longer time on the Harley
(glad it lives so far away so I'm not tempted to
abscond with it), and to Joe Rybacek for making
the technical side of things make sense.

Thanks to Kris for her wonderful hospitality
(and computer games), and to my course partner
Mitch, who realized that I have a slight hearing
loss and spoke up so I could hear him over the
background noise of the construction. All of you
are wonderful people, and I will treasure the two
days we spent together.

Tales Out of School..
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HIS SIDE OF THE STORY
(AKA THE TRUE, OBJECTIVE, REAL
STUFF THAT HAPPENED WITHOUT ALL
THE GLITTER AND FLUFF AND CHOCK
FULL OF GRAMMAR, SPELLING, AND
OTHER KINDS OF ERRORS THAT I AM
NEVER FULLY AWARE OF)
By: Jim Schwind

Sidecar Instructors Program School started
for me long before the October 7/8 weekend
rolled around. I'm the kind of person who has to
list everything that has to be done when I think
of it so I can be sure that it gets done or brought
along. The top of the list was getting permission
for a long weekend from my employer and
preparing the car for the long, fast ride across
five states, four of which allow a sensible maxi-
mum speed limit.

The rest of the list consisted of much-
needed car preparation, gathering almost every
piece of motorcycle gear that we own (never can
depend on the weather and/or we might want to
wear fingerless gloves during 42 degree range
exercises), and of course, the most important
item, selecting the proper wardrobe to cover
everything from fixing a broken chain on a
muddy road to attending the famous USCA
Sidecar Instructors Formal Ball held after the
commencement exercises.

Friday morning came and found the
Schwind household sending the children off on
the School Bus and themselves on the road less
than an hour later (a personal best for time out
the door). The miles flew by, the stops were short
and in no time at all, we found ourselves in a
traffic jam that covered the area between Gary,
Indiana and Chicago, Illinois. After about an
hour or so of bumper to bumper, stop and go
traffic, we headed north into the dark on a Chi-
cago bypass that was best remembered by its
numerous toll booths and kamakaze drivers that
would equal or better the driving style used on
race tracks across the nation.
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One memorable incident on "The Highway
From Hell" saw our pilot, Jim and navigator,
Kim in the fast lane going real fast being tail-
gated by a large van when another driver found
enough room to squeeze in between Jim and the
van. Jim immediately started looking for an
opening to the slow lanes where the cars were
only going 65. I thought that Boston driving was
bad (where they legally drive in the break down
lanes during rush hours) but those Chicago
drivers take the cake as far as I'm concerned.
(Jim - you ain’t driven in Houston yet! - HAK)

We finally arrived at our destination of
Woodstock, IL after 12 hours on the road, found
a fast food restaurant with a buffet (and no ham
and swiss sandwiches) and continued on to our
lodgings for the night. The morning came
quickly and I found myself wide awake with
anticipation of the upcoming class held at
McHenry County Community College in Crystal
Lake, Il.

The class was made up of 16 people and
included a dozen sidecarists and nonsidecarists
from five states and four more from Canada.
Why would a person who does not drive a
sidecar want to be a Sidecar Safety Program
Instructor you might ask?

One person wanted to learn all he could
about sidecaring before buying his first rig (I
wish I had that opportunity before I purchased
mine), one person used to ride a rig in Greece
and seeks knowledge before buying one here in
the States, one person is an instructor with
another nationally known solo rider safety and
instruction program, and one wants a rig to use
on long trips to increase load capacity and
stability while reducing her tendency to fall over
along the side of the road besides being too small
to handle her husband's Amazonas rig. The
average student's age was 42 with the youngest
being 27 and the oldest being 70.

The first morning of the two-day course was
held in the class room and consisted of introduc-

Tales Out of School..
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tions by Ed Johnson, Mitch Goldflies covering
Teaching Techniques and a Sidecar Workshop
video starring our own Ed Johnson.

After lunch, we moved out to the parking
lot/range area where each student gave a brief
talk about his rig.

Bruce Joy demonstrates the "Whip Change"
at school.

The instructors and the students were quick
to point out different mounting techniques,
modifications, and generally giving the students
and instructors a chance to exchange ideas and
learn from each other. We then moved to the
range area where the class was shown how to set
up the range by Ed Johnson while Mitch
Goldflies demonstrated the actual exercises.

The class was dismissed for the day at 3:30
and students headed for the warmth of their
motels. All were invited to meet at the home of
Joe and Kris Rybacek for a chili party.

The Sunday morning class started at 9 AM
with range exercises taught by Ed Johnson and
Mitch Goldflies. The students who had sidecar
experience were paired up and were assigned one
of the eight range exercises to run as if they were
running an actual class.
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The people who had not previously operated
a rig were able to run all the exercises as students
thus giving them maximum time on the rigs.
Many of the course cones were run over by the
novice rig operators on right hand turns during
the early learning stages. By exercise 8C (Whip
change around an obstacle with a stop before a
barrier) all had gained confidence and the skills
necessary to handle sidecar rigs.

Mitch "Rider Brandt is about to run over a
cone.

The class recessed and most students went
to a local restaurant for lunch. We had become
quite a friendly bunch by then bound together by
our quest for knowledge and our interest in
sidecarring.

Lunch was followed by a Sidecar Rigging
Laboratory held in the school garage area. Joe
Rybacek instructed this portion of the class and
had two rigs on hand. The floor under the rigs
had been marked with chalk showing the various
places to take measurements necessary for the
proper alignment of a sidecar rig.

All the latest thoughts and theories were
asked and explained. Rigging today's sidecar is
constantly changing with the use of radial tires,
automotive tires, adjustable suspensions, wider

Tales Out of School..
SSP..

rigs, larger and more powerful motorcycles, etc.
The proper rigging of a sidecar is an art and Joe
is one of the best there is around.

The graduating class photo.
The rigging lab was followed by the Sidecar

Operator Examination given by Mitch Goldflies
(which I finished in the top 16) and the course
wrap-up by Ed Johnson.

The final good-byes and thanks were given
and even though many people had some serious
miles to cover, they seemed reluctant to leave
their new friends behind and hit the road.

In conclusion, the course was diverse, chock
full of good information, and well taught. The
class was made up of a good cross section of
individuals all of whom would readily share their
knowledge. The classrooms were good and range
facilities were adequate (construction was ongo-
ing at the time which deposited stones and mud
on the course site and students parked their
vehicles in what would have been an excellent
staging area.)

The instructors practiced what they
preached by using the range conditions as a
"Teachable Moment", they taught us how to
"work with what you got" by clearing the rocks
that would have been a safety hazard and choos-
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SSP..

ing an alternate staging site instead of clearing
the "ideal" site. Many thanks to Ed Johnson,
Mitch Goldflies and Joe Rybacek who taught our
course and to all those who work behind the
scenes to make the Sidecar Safety Program
possible.

Our thanks also go to Kris Rybacek, who
along with Joe opened their home to all Saturday
night for dinner and social that included video
replays of a sidecar interview Joe had on a local
station, a slide show, a roaring fire to chat around
and a great time getting to know the instructors,
fellow class mates and of course, Kris.

On a serious note, don't look for anyone else
to watch out for our safety. The responsibility is
ours and ours alone. If the powers that be decide
that sidecars are unsafe, we may find that we all
own expensive motorcycle accessories that
cannot be legally used on the street. It can't
happen here your may say, well ask the owners
of three wheeled ATV's what happened to them.

We are taking steps in the right direction at
this time but we are limited by our resources. We
need to get the word to ALL sidecarists, not just
our own membership. We need the sidecar
manufacturer/importer to be involved, perhaps
with a SIDECAR SAFETY PROGRAM enroll-
ment provided to each sidecar purchaser to
promote safety and to better ensure having a
repeat customer. The USCA could give each non-
member three issues of the SIDECARIST after
successful completion of the SIDECAR
SAFETY PROGRAM course and hope that
enough join to cover the expense.

"I've been riding for years without any
wrecks" Consider yourself lucky to have sur-
vived so long with the trial and error method of
sidecar training. Operating errors can be fatal.
Many have not been so lucky and could have
survived with just a little training.

"What can I do, I'm just one person." The
program is made up of individuals and needs

volunteers, funds and equipment to teach proper
and safe sidecar handling. We could use anything
you can offer. After the class was completed we
were pleased to learn that a significant contribu-
tion was made to the SSP program from our
Canadian friends. Many thanks to our friends
from north of the border.

The ultimate in humility
By: Ed Johnson

Hal Kendall entered, as a student, the
Sidecar Safety Program Course held at Stone
Mountain, Georgia this year in conjunction with
the National USCA Sidecar Rally. As you know,
Hal was responsible for the beginnings of this
training, first by writing the material on sidecar-
ing, and then by making the all important contact
with Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago,
Illinois, to start the first sidecar seminars in the
United States.
=================================
Hal was responsible for the beginnings of this

training, first by writing the material on
sidecaring, and then by making the all

important contact with Northeastern Illinois
University

==================================
The Sidecar Safety Program staff conduct-

ing the course consisted of myself as lead in-
structor, and was assisted by certified sidecar
instructors John Fell of Niles, Illinois, Jim and
Brenda Kerr of Fowler, Ohio, and certified range
assistant, Marilyn Johnson of South Holland,
Illinois.

In case you were wondering: Yes, Hal
Kendall passed the three-hour handling course as
did thirteen others, including our Vice President
Jeff Sposato, and National Chapter Director Jim
Bartley.

Tales Out of School..
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Other participants included:

W. Winston Barnard, of Paducah, Kentucky,

Bill and Penny Bryant of Catersville, Georgia,

Rex Burge of Mt. Olive, Illinois,

James Christensen of Monticello, Kentucky,

Peter Egan of Tucker, Georgia,

Carl Heinicke of Lindenhurst, Illinois,

Robert Lynch of Pawnee, Illinois,

Don Simril of Stone Mountain, Georgia,

Ronald Sonner of Stuart, Florida, and

James Williams, Jr. of Shelbyville Kentucky.

For anyone who is interested in attending a
sidecar safety program, there will be plenty of
opportunities next year, not only at the colleges
in Illinois, but at the national rally in Oregon.
The instructor program will be offered at least
once next year, maybe more often.

For more information on these courses,
contact the Motorcycle Safety Project office at
(815) 753-1683.
It is interesting to note that these safety
courses, along with solo motorcycle skills
courses are offered a little or no fees (with the
exception of the instructors course) to
motorcyclists in the State of Illinois.

The project is funded by the collection of a
portion of the motorcycle registration fees as
mandated by the Cycle Rider Safety Training Act
since 1977. We hope to see other states begin to
institute the same sort of programs for both solo
and sidecar riders. Safety is safety and needs to
be a concern for all of us on the road.

SSP../EXPO
Tales Out of School.. International  Motorcycle Shows

Sidecars to make it big in ‘90
The USCA will make a very conspicuous

presence at the various 1989-1990 winter season
1990 International  Motorcycle Shows  spon-
sored by the Edgell Exposition.

Dates for shows and the USCA coordinators:

Anaheim: December 8-10: Jim Krautz

St. Louis: January 12-14: Bob Odell

Chicago: January 19-21: Ed Johnson

San Francisco: February 9-11: Skip Baker

Detroit: February 16-18: Not yet represented

New York: February 23-25:Kim & Jim Schwind

Philadelphia: March 2-4: Not yet represented

Daytona Beach: March 8-10: Not yet represented

The main purpose of the booths is to sell safe
sidecarring to the motorcycle public which includes
suggestions of what sidecar is suitable for a given
motorcycle and purpose. In the past we have made
sidecar manufacturer trade information available from
our reading racks at the booths, and have used a sidecar
from a manufacturer on display at the booth. We have
also used employees from sidecar manufactures to help
man booths on occasion. However, even if your sidecar
is chosen for the booth, it would and could not be
touted exclusively as we are selling the concept of
sidecarring, not any particular make or model.

If you would like to participate in one or more of
the shows, please get in touch with the respective
USCA booth organizer and coordinate with that
organizer directly. They will be needing literature, rigs,
and even some help with staffing.

It takes quite a bit to get these shows organized
and if you can help, let the organizer know. Please be
sure to attend on of these shows. It helps the manufac-
turers get to know that there is an active population of
sidecarists among the motorcyclists, and that we
participate in a fun, safe sport good for the whole
family.
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Manufacturers & Services
Business Cards

Rates per year are
$30.00 for USCA members
(include member #) and $50.00
for non-members for 8 issues.
Send in US funds to Marge Ann
Wimpee, 390 Hallson Lane,
Ben Lomond, CA 95005.



Vol 13 Number 8                                   Page 39                                                   Dec’89-Jan’90

Coming Events
Send your calendar items to: The Sidetarist, 390 Hallson Lane.,
Ben Lomond, CA 95005 or call (408) 336-2476.
January 1 23rd Annual Polar Bear Run. Noon. No charge. South Suburban BMW, 2725 Chicago Rd.,

S. Chicago Heights, IL. Contact Marty Potasky (312) 754-6466.

January 13-14 Black Forest Run at Black Forest Lodge, 10 mi. west of Chester and Lake Almanor on
Hwy. 36 in California. No pin, no patch, no fee — just a good time. For info call Emmie and Ozzie
Auer at their BMW shop in Chico (916) 345-4462.

February 9-11 M/C Show & Expo, San Francisco, CA. USCA Sidecar booth. Contact Skip Baker if
you can assist with booth (408) 637-2211.

February 17, 18, 19 Brass Monkey Sidecar Rally — the oldest permanent, floating, informal winter
sidecar rally on this continent. Golfo De Santa Clara, 100 mi. south of Yuma AZ and 75 mi. inside
Mexico. Visas required. Contact Dave Tenpenny (602) 883-8275

History/Future/Coos Bay
The Way We Were
TEN YEARS AGO: 1979:
An interesting report from Patty Kneffel and

Connie Brown on the 8th Annual Griffith Park
Rally with some nice photos.

Bob Bakker has a report on racing
Ad for the 1980 Rearexit Roadracing Sidecar.

FIVE YEARS AGO: 1984:
Letters from Jim Fischer with picture of his rig

next to a road sign of Bingham, Nebraska.
Photos of sidecars in China.
The EPA proposing drastic changes in gasoline.
Dorde Woodruff contributed nice articles and

photos on the "BMW Rocky Mountain Rally"
and "Ride Test -EML GT".

If members wish to have a past issue, send
request and $2.00 (U.S.) to cover postage and
handling for each issue to:

John C. Kliefoth, 21650 125th Way,

Sun City, AZ 85375

Coming in the next Sidecarist
Winterizing your rig
Some unusual rigs
Profiles on the next Chapter Driector, Jim

Schwind, and Mfg. & Svc. Rep, Skip Baker
Reminiscenses
Traveling with a Trailer
The final chapter of Starting Over Again
Deadlines for all submissions: Dec. 31, 1989

The Sidecarist Staff
wishes you and yours the

best of the season and
SAFE SIDECARING IN

1990! See you at Coos
Bay, Oregon .

Wait 'til you see what
Mike Phillips has planned

for the National Rally!
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Classifieds
Sidecarist Classifieds are $4 for members and
$5 for non-members for two issues.

MC/SC FOR SALE
EML FAMILY GT DOUBLE WIDE WITH 1984

GOLD-WING. 9500 Miles. Good condition.
$6500 or best offer. Greg Wakefield, 1940
Haywards Heath, Virginia Beach, VA 23456
(804) 471-5528.

1986 HONDA ASPENCADE WITH CALIFOR-
NIA FRIENDSHIP S/C. 29,000 miles. Excel-
lent condition. $7500. Color-matched Cycle
Mate trailer also available. Greg Wakefield,
1940 Haywards Heath, Virginia Beach, VA
23456 (804) 471-5528.

1972 HONDA 550 with 2500 miles with sidecar.
New tires. Looks and runs like new. $1500.
Call Kiffen Jones days (502) 651-7411 or
nights (502) 646-4585.

1988 HARLEY DAVIDSON WITH SIDECAR.
Like new, 4000 miles. Need to sell $13,000 or
best offer. My husband passed away. Mrs.
George S. Farr, (407) 5780942 after 5:30.

1986 ASPENCADE WITH CALIFORNIA
SIDECAR. 7,300 miles. Loaded with options,
super clean. Bob Jakoubek, 3247 Prairie,
Brookfield, IL 60513 (312) 4859436.

1983 HARLEY RIG. Excellent condition. Call
Pat Malia (314) 9855301, 801 Main St., New
London, MO 63459.

CALIFORNIA FRIENDSHIP I to fit 1986
Kawasaki Voyager XII. Color matched. Best
offer over $2000 —$7200 with bike, or
possible trade. Jim Kenneke, (414) 773-2706,
Valders. WI.

1965 BMW R/5-/2 WITH 50 "SOMETHING"
STEIB S-350. Bike, sidecar and in good
condition. $4800/OBO. Terry, 214-328-0891.

1980 SUZUKI GS100R, 20,000 mi, Quicksilver
fairing, etc. w/ Hitchiker sidecar. Paint & seat
match on both. Very fast and stable. $2800/
ONO. S/C top. Bill Vindal, 703-922-7730.

1986 ASPENCADE, 2600 miles, 1989 MOTOR-
VATION FORMULA II sidecar has 2000
miles. Both in exc. condition. $10,500/ OBO.
D. Hackney, 412-737-6672

1982 GOLD WING ASP. W/TERRAPLANE.
Brown color-matched, garaged, 29,000 mi.
CB, tape, lite bars, Russel saddle, back rest
and more. 407-676-5211 $4000. Walter Steele.

1984 FLH&C W/ORIGINAL HD CAR. 21K
miles, includes covers. Evolution engine. John
(213) 4234879

1987 HARLEY DAVIDSON WITH SIDECAR,
Screaming Eagle cams, extended warranty,
4000 actual miles. $12,500. Call 319-365-
7571 day or night.

SIDECARS FOR SALE 1988 MOTORVATION
FORMULA II LTD, front flip-up, torsion
handle, disc brake, cover, rack. Perfect — new
Nov. 1988. Will deliver, chrome mounts.
$3100. R.A. Jones, 2721 E. Lawndale St.,
Mesa, AZ 85213 (602) 835-5828.

SIDECAR COLLECTION Includes 1978
XS1100 Yamaha /Vetter. Special 4 pt. Steib
type mounts. Professionally designed for
performance & safety. 25,000 on bike, 12,000
on sidecar. Black & gorgeous — $3900. 1983
Yamaha Venture w/Vetter sidecar. Color
matched wineberry. Stock Vetter mounts.
Loaded. 12,00 miles, excellent! $6500. Call
Robert E. Wilson 1-313-674-0658

PARTS WANTED WANTED: SIDECAR
GEARS FOR MOTOGUZZI 7 tooth pinion,
37 tooth ring gear. Herb Hilchey, 2383 Cedar,
Long Beach, CA 90806 (213) 434-4090

I NEED A VETTER TERRA-PLANE SWING-
ARM, or the plans for one. (Spindle broke) D.
Gibson, 10806 SE 231st St., Kent, WA 98031
(206) 852-6478

BMW K100 WITH EML DOUBLE-WIDE
SIDECAR WANTED. Peter Kerwin, 1302
West Indian Head Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32301
(904) 877-6214
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Classifieds..
MC/SC FOR SALE
1983 HONDA 750 SHADOW WITH 1988

CALIFORNIA SIDECAR. 20,000 miles.
Excellent condition. Many, many extras on
bike. Call for full information. Donald A.
Benson, 67 State St., Millinocket, ME 04462
(207) 7234205.

1985 CALIFORNIA SIDECAR FRIENDSHIP I,
chrome struts (Suz. GSG & E's), chrome
luggage rack, good condition. $1500 OBO.
Waukegan, IL (312) 249-4823

HONDA 750A, 12,400 MIs. Last 3000 with
Velorex. Always garaged. $2000 for combo.
Box 21, Point Lookout, NY 11569 (516) 431-
0240.

MISC. [FO FI SALE O TRADE 62 CUSHMAN
TRAILSTER and '65 HLL State scooters, plus
2 50's bicycles for sidecar, preferably fit '87
Wing. Alan Ferguson, 14 Northfield Rd. RR2,
Hinsdale, NH 03451, (603) 3367424.

THANKS FOR USING THE
SIDECARIST CLASSIFIEDS!

SIDECAR WANTED
FIRST TIME SIDECARIST LOOKING FOR

SIDECAR AND MOUNTING equipment to
fit 77 Goldwing. Color not important. East of
Miss. and reasonably priced. Please write or
call Don Hopkins, Jr., 230 N. Gorham Rd.,
Gorham, ME 04038 (207) 892-6292

OTHER NOTICES
URAL M/C & S/C OWNERS UNITE! Parts are

a terrible problem. Let's try an info swap/cross
reference. Send me a note with name, address
and phone # and year motocycle. Barry
Newson, 24302 44th Avenue W, Mountlake
Terrace, WA 98043 (206) 776-8345.

HANDMADE WIRE SIDECAR SCULP-
TURES, tin s/c and m/c toys, s/c goblets,
many other gift ideas. Color catalog $1.00.
Manx USA, Dept. M4, P. 0. Box 6427, San
Mateo, CA 94403 (415) 3438660.

POP DREYER SIDECAR REGISTRY Owners
please send description w/photo if possible
and your name and address. Let's count them.
Al Maxwell, 1196 Goodwin Rd., Atlanta, GA
30324 (404) 261-8818
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Bookshop
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Goodies
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