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From where I sit

Hal Kendall

Notes from the President
My rig saw a score of new moons

pass in the hands of our local bike
mender. While, at the end of the day,
his work was supreme, I don't think I
can really recommend him if you
need urgent repairs. The Laverda is
actually firing on all three pots. Now
making arrangements to refurbish the
aging GP body which is showing its
maturity. Have located an aluminum
shipping box which could have been
consciously designed to drop into the
Watsonian perimeter frame. Box will
go on so the rig is operable during the
long overhaul. (Note: The time to get
anything done in Houston is 4.5 times
longer than in any place else so you
better plan for it.)

Your response to the changes we
have put into place this past year has
been overwhelming. Perhaps it is
inevitable that the old guard must
eventually change out, or they have
just worn themselves out, or they just
needed a change of place. Whatever,
it appears to have worked. The E&P
team have had so many compliments
that they are becoming embarrassed.
This I have no problem with. We will
continue to publish your letters, even
if we appear to be patting ourselves
on the back. After all, we did publish
those many negative letters received
when we were pulling ourselves out
from disaster.

This year also marks the first time
we have received over $50 grand in
gross income, and a sustained net
membership growth in the double
digit percent increase so we must be
doing something right. Perhaps it is
our training programs, or our now
very professional publication. Per-
haps it is that the Committee now

works together as a well-oiled team.
No, it has not happened overnight. It
is the groundswell growing to matu-
rity. And there is so much more to do.

Our training program in Illinois is
off and running, thanks to the efforts
of Ed, Mitch, the NIU, many local
USCA members, and the generosity
of USCA members and manufactur-
ers. Some members have given very
liberal donations but asked they re-
main anonymous. We respect their
wishes. It is unselfish actions like
this that will promote real safety to
newcomers to our way of life. The
latest to donate to this worthy cause
is Harley-Davidson with a complete
sidecar rig.

Now we must look to the future.
Similar training programs are needed
on the West Coast and also on the
East Coast where we have Certified
Instructors but no real training pro-
grams. We will continue to solicit the
support of sidecar manufacturers and
USCA members as we develop these
programs.

While we can continue for an-
other year at the present dues struc-
ture, we cannot do so and also do
justice to the training programs and
the professional quality Sidecarist
you now enjoy. As suggested in the
last issue, a modest increase of $2
will be eased into place this year.
Dues will increase for Canada and
overseas to reflect the added postage
(over which we have no control). The
reduced rate for our veterans on fixed
income will remain. This is a volun-
tary reduction and only you (and our
Membership Secretary) know of it.
Those who can support us fully,
please continue.
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Some members at the AGM asked
about annual fiscal reports. In the
next issue you will receive a brief
fiscal account. If you need additional
details, do not hesitate to contact
either myself or our Treasurer. Do not
be surprised if you are invited to
share in the work effort to maintain
the USCA.

The MSF will host their 1990
International Safety Conference in
Orlando, Florida in October-Novem-
ber, 1990. I have submitted a paper
outlining the growth in sidecarring in
the United States, who we are, where
we are, what we do, and the growth
of our training programs. Their last
conference in 1980 totally ignored
sidecars. It appeared I was the only
champion of the cause of sidecarring.
Perhaps we can make a difference
this year. Only when we can bring
our need for purposeful training pro-
grams to the mainstream motorcyclist
will we obtain the support necessary.
Much of the data in my paper was
from the last USCA survey in 1981
and needs updating. Contact me for a
copy of this paper.

As I survey each new motorcycle,
I mentally look for reasons why I
would or would not buy it for the
express purpose of making it into a
suitable chair-puller. I am disap-
pointed in what I see. Sure, one
model has some good points, but is
seriously deficient in others. And
another has different good points, but
has other weak features.

So what am I looking for? A very
strong and durable power plant and
transmission, output of around
100bhp would be nice with max
torque at low revs and a broad power
band; wide ratio gearbox with right
foot shift (like my Laverda).

From where I sit..
Nice to have a split brake system

with handlebar lever operating one
front disk and the sidecar wheel, with
the foot brake (left foot, of course)
operating the other front disk and the
rear disk. All disks in cast iron,
please. Front tire can be ribbed but
the rear wheel must be shod with a
145SR15 steel-belted auto tire. A
massive single plate clutch would be
just lovely. All brakes to include anti-
skid devices.

The steering damper must be of
the adjustable friction type acting on
the steering post. Trail must not ex-
ceed two inches. If forks are massive
and include a massive force brace I
may not even need a leading link
setup. All suspension would be stiff-
ish to prevent body roll on corners
while the chair body would be inde-
pendently sprung (and damped) from
the sidecar frame. An anti-roll feature
would be nice, as would an adjustable
lean.  Finally, do not forget a massive
electrical system (600 watts) and a 65
amp-hour battery.

If anyone know of such a bike, I
have my $1000 check ready.

Seriously, why not tell us what
features you found attractive when
you purchased your bike as a chair-
puller? Perhaps I will share the mods
made to my Laverda, and why.

Planning to see you at the 1990
rally. And keep the rubber-side down.

hal kendall
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Editorial
From the West Coast Editor

In the dead of winter when the only riding
I do is an occasional spin to keep the batteries
charged, I long for warm weather and the
chance to roll out the old sidecar rig. I look
forward to the activities that all must necessar-
ily be jammed into a few warm months, and
plan my vacation around the various rallies
and get-togethers I hear about.

In a long conversation with Mike Phillips,
our 1990 National Rally director, we learned
about some of the great activities they have
planned for the rally. It sure takes a lot of
dedicated people to put something like that
together, especially to fill five days with fun
things to do. It puts me in mind of the need for
involvement on the part of the membership.

All of us belong to a number of groups,
I'll bet. Maybe you belong to associations
through your work or profession, dance clubs,
or hobbyist groups such as gardening clubs or
ham radio groups. There are any number of
hospital auxiliary members out there, and folks
who belong to political action groups. One
thing any group has in common is the need for
the members to not only attend, but help
promote and organize the various functions.
Somebody has to do it, or it wouldn't be any
fun for the rest of us.

Because I also write a cooking column
syndicated in four newspapers, I'm asked by
the newspaper editors as well as local Cham-
bers of Commerce, business associations, and
volunteer groups to do all sorts of things —
judge chicken marinade contests, cook clam
chowder, write a cookbook, even organize a
chili cookoff on two days' notice (the organizer
did all the publicity and had the public all
excited, but had not one entrant! I scraped
together 12 entrants and the public never knew
about the sleepless nights.)

My own town association asked me to put
on a barbecue for 1000 people to celebrate our
centennial, and it was so successful that I've

had to do it for the past three years. But it sure
hits home when I realize I'm the only one out
there cooking clam chowder in the rain while
the rest of the volunteers either didn't show,
called in sick, or are hiding under the eaves!
Lucky for me, not only will Marge Ann climb
into the sidecar at a moment's notice, but will
stand out there in the rain with me.

Not that I'm complaining, because if I
didn't enjoy it, I'd beg off. But just like at the
firehouse, I have an unbreakable rule. The first
one to complain about how I do it is the next
one in charge.

Mitch Goldflies asked us, "Where have
you guys been hiding all this time?" We
weren't exactly hiding — we were just waiting
for an opportunity, or waiting to be asked. I'll
bet there are lots more of you out there who
are looking for an opportunity. And here's your
invitation.

There are changes taking place in the
USCA. As our membership grows, we have a
larger pool of human resources. Some officers
are holding more than one position because
they want to, but some officers are holding
more than one position because no one else
came forward. Believe me, being an officer in
your local chapter can be work enough, let
alone holding a position on the national level.

Let us know what you can do and what
you want to do. Bring the expertise you have
from your work or from other organizations to
the USCA — it's for the good of all of us.
Write or call Hal Kendall — his address and
phone number are always published next to the
table of contents.

And it's important for the members to
give out a liberal number of atta-boys to those
who have knocked themselves out for so long.

— Neil Jameson
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Letters
UFO's seen at Griffith Park!
Dear Sirs:

Having recently attended the Griffith Park
Sidecar rally, I was horrified to notice the pres-
ence of extraterrestrials. If you will examine the
enclosed photo (below), notice the small being in
the foreground —obviously a space pilot type.

The second miniature alien, seen standing
on the motorcycle instruments, is obviously from
one of the larger gas planets —notice he requires
crutches for our heavier gravity.

And the so-called "sidecar." Notice how
large it is in comparison to the normal-sized
earth woman.

The real giveaway, though is the cables
leading from this UFO device into the restrooms
beyond, where, undoubtedly, unspeakably vile
operations were being indertaken.

We must be deadly serious about this —
please warn all USCA members about the inva-
sion of our rallies by the foreign presence!

Yours truly,

Vaughn M. Greene, San Bruno, CA

UFO's seen at Griffith Park!

Thanks to a sidecarring friend
Dear Editors,

Could this letter be published? I would
really like to thank the man who helped me get
started in sidecaring. In our area, no one seems to
care, and it was great to find one person who
does.

Charlie Croll, Perkiomenville, PA

When someone wishes to go into sidecar-
ing, problems begin. You go to the motorcycle
dealers, and they let you know they can order one
for you, but no one knows how to mount them.
Most dealers try and talk you out of one. USCA?
What's that?

I've been riding bikes for 33 years. When
my wife started to ride with me about 3 years
ago, we really enjoyed it. Then her back started
bothering her, and we could no longer "two-up".
We began to consider sidecars. We belong to the
Retreads and like to go to as many rallies as we
can. As I stated before, no help from the local
dealers.

Finally I heard of a man, Ken Rutter from
Conestoga, PA (near Lancaster). I had located a
used Squire sidecar with no help mounting it.
When I called Ken, he had time to answer ALL
of my questions. Then he had it painted for me,
mounted it, and got me ready to roll.

I just had a new Velorex model 700S
mounted on my '86 Wing. Again all the work
was done or supervised by Ken. Ken is the kind
of man sidecarring needs. Although he sells
Velorex, he's never too busy to help anyone
regardless of the sidecar brand. He is also an
Emergency Contact person for the USCA.

Thanks Ken, you've been a great help to
both of us. We made it to Americade this year
(1988) thanks to you and the new Velorex side-
car.

Charlie and Pat Croll
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Letters..
Kudos from the Sidecarist's
former advertising manager
Marge:

It's been July since I wrote last, and it wasn't
even until today (Nov. 21) that I finally cracked
the cover of the Oct/Nov issue of "The Sidecar-
ist."

The crew is to be congratulated. (The
contents ain't bad either!)

I couldn't help but read, and re-read the
opening "One Reason your Sidecarist is late"
article. It really struck home. I mean, what used
to be home. Once the quake shook, I tried calling
my ex-neighbors and friends in Morgan Hill, but
couldn't get through. Tried the Bakers in
Hollister, but couldn't get through. Tried some
friends up in Sunnyvale, but couldn't get through.
Tried Golden State Harley in San Jose, but
couldn't get through. Even tried the Ben
Lomond/Santa Cruz area, and couldn't get
through. I did manage to get through to the
escrow company to make sure that my ex-house
in Morgan Hill was really my ex-house; I did get
through on that one.

In any event, I'm glad to see the Sidecarist,
and I hope to actually find some time to read it
from cover to cover. (It's pretty tough working up
here for a startup . . . long hours .. . but might
was well . . . there ain't no sunshine . . . it's cold
(I'm just a soft, expatriated Californian) ... and
the roof at the house leaks . . . but we'll get by.
See you guys at the National Sidecar Rally in
Coos Bay. I've got some pretty clever skill
sidecar games to challenge all.

Jack Fassel West Linn, OR

Octogenarians still riding
Dear Editors,

Just received my Volume 13 #5 issue of the
SIDECARIST which reminds me to send you
this stuff on Equalean sidecars. Some time back
you requested any information anyone had on
Equalean sidecars, so here is my contribution.
(Original sales receipts, order forms, installation
guide, and advertising enclosed.) All of the stuff
I'm sending you can keep, even the pictures. I
have a copy of everything.

This is all I know, if you could find Wally
Wallick, he could surely help you in your search
for Equaleans. Also, he had a young fellow
working for him who set up the sidecars and
welded them into place. Some kind of an engi-
neer - all things had to be exactly to specs. One
son worked at the plant and another lived in
Virda.

I can't type, so you will have to decipher my
penmanship, besides I'm not young anymore, I'm
a 1910 - August 20th model and my wife Marga-
ret is a 1915 January 24th. I tell you this 'cause
we both ride 'cycles, she always with a sidecar.
Margaret keeps busy as our church organist,
pianist, and harpist.

I have been riding since 1924 when I go off
my bicycle and onto a motorcycle. My first bike
was a Flying Merkel my cousin gave me because
the creek in San Juan Capistrano flooded, wiping
out the chicken house where the 'cycle was
stored. The chickens were drowned along with
the bike. My cousins, the McHenry's lived
between the railroad and the creek - opposite the
train depot. Uncle Dan was the blacksmith for
that whole part of California.

We belong to a Christian Motorcyclist
Group out of Niralia - 30 miles away from
Potterville (CA). On July 1st, the group rode to
Sequoia Park - 160 mile trip for us. Margaret
complained about her arms being pulled out of
their sockets the next day. Seems like we negoti-
ated about 80 hair-pin turns on the way up and
probably close to the same number on the way
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back. But it was a beautiful ride with not too
many cars on the road.

I make a trip to Larkspur, Colorado every
year, sometimes twice, to see your youngest
daughter Vera Wright. She also subscribes to the
SIDECARIST. I usually take the Yamaha with
the Ural, or the Harley with the Equalean. Last
September, I didn't see one other sidecar on the
trip in either direction. Maybe they were just a
blur - I made 720 miles to Williams the first day.
I like to travel alone, making very good time.

Eric Grant

P.S. Do you know any more funeral escort
riders that will be 80 years old next year?

Mr. Grant:
Hurray for both of you! No, we don't know

any 80 year old motorcade escorts, we think
that's grand. We remember seeing a note from
you about a year ago concerning adding more
trailering information. We are taking it under
advisement, and the advertising staff plans to
contact the various trailer manufacturers for
possible advertising revenues as well as technical
data. Thank you very much for the information
on the Equalean. We have filed it and will have it
on hand to make reprints for those members who
request them. We hope that we are up and about
and still using our sidecars when we reach our 60
year reunions from high school. Keep us posted
on new developments.

— Eds.

Fuel tank requirements
important
Editor:

I would like to emphasize John Kliefoth's
statement in the "Letters" column in the October/
November issue of "The Sidecarist. He wrote
that, "The construction and use of auxiliary fuel
tanks should not be taken lightly. . ."

The following are some requirements for
gas tanks on motor vehicles as put forth by the
Department of Transportation, Federal Motor
Vehicle Safety Standards, (paraphrased). These
rules are to make sure the fuel stays in the tank.

Drawing the fuel from the bottom of the
tank is not allowed. This is to avoid a spill if the
fuel line is broken. The fuel must be drawn from
a dip tube, inserted in the top of the tank.

The fill cap must have a vent, of course, to
let the engine draw fuel. But, if the vehicle tips
over, fuel should not leak out the vent. This is
accomplished with a check ball in the vent which
will close off in an overturn.

To avoid overfilling, an air space of 5% of
the tank's volume must be maintained. This gives
room for expansion as the gas heats up after you
fill the tank. This can be done by extending the
fill neck down, into the tank. The space above
the bottom of the fill neck should be at last 5%.

The regulations require manufacturers to
perform a drop test on a sample of each tank
design. This is not practical for a home built
tank, but it gives an idea of how sturdy tanks
should be built. The drop test says to drop the
filled tank 30 feet, onto a hard surface, so that it
lands on a corner. Only a very small amount of
leakage is allowed.

Fuel lines must be routed in protected areas,
and supported to eliminate chafing.

The idea again is to keep the fuel in the tank
and the passengers safe.

Good sidecarring!

Pat O'Brien, Oregon, IL

Letters..
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Congratulations from a
former editor
Dear New Sidecarist Editors:

As one who has been editor, and done it all
on my own, I can say in all honesty the current
Volume 13, Number 7 that arrived in the post
today is . . .

SUPERB! GRAND! IMPRESSIVE!

Congratulations are in order for all who
made it possible including Mother Nature's
somewhat shakey hand.

To Hal's editorial, I can say the insurance
deal may be good for the residents in the United
States, however elsewhere, no good, since the
insurance industry here in Canada and probably
elsewhere is vastly different. Maybe some of the
companies doing business on both sides of the
international border have the same name, but
they are completely different companies in many
other aspects.

Take care of yourselves.

Bryce Lee Burlington, ON, Canada

• • • and from an avid fan
Dear Editor:

Great, fantastic, supreme.

The new look of The Sidecarist is all the
superlatives that can apply. The latest issue is the
best we've received in the seven years we have
been members.

Pam Baker Hollister, CA

Who to write...
Written contributions such as letters, fea-

tures and articles relating to motorcycles with
sidecars are encouraged, along with art work.

No payment is made for unsolicited articles.
Please be sure that The Sidecarist has reproduc-
tion rights. Neither the Editorial and Publishing
Team nor the USCA accept responsibility for
material submitted. Material may be edited for
clarity and space.

Contributors using Macintosh should send
discs to 390 Hallson Lone, Ben Lomond, CA
95005.

Contributors using IBM PC should send
discs to 35 Waterford Way, Fairport, NY 14450.

Typed or handwritten regular features go to
California,  Special features to New York.

Any questions?

Call us — our numbers are on the second
page of each issue.

We do want to hear from you.

If you want to access our modems, call first
to set up compatibility. The Editors

Letters..
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Racing

Larry Coleman, manager of consumer products for Kal-Gard Coating and Manufacturing
Corp., shows off his Bonneville rig at Griffith Park — and talks with Skip Baker, the USCA's
Manufacturers and Service Rep. about racing — and Kal-Gard products.

Skip Baker, in his capacity both as a racing fan/participant and Manufacturer's and Service
Representative for the USCA, recently interviewed Larry Coleman of Kal-Gard. As Skip puts it, "The
following is a conversation with a big, big supporter of sidecars of all types — and a good person
most of all. I can personally vouch for him and his sincerity and honesty. When we were at
Bonneville in 1987,  he jumped in and helped us both with muscle and with his Kal-Gard lubricants.
We were unknown to him, and he to us. This man went out of his way to be sure that we had every
chance to meet or exceed our goals for that year."

Q. When did you first start to ride motorcycles?

A. When I was 15-1/2, as soon as I could get my
learner's permit, I started driving a Cushman
scooter.

Q. Are you a California native?

A. Yes, I'm originally from Chico, California.

Q. When did you first start racing?

A. In 1969, I was in Hochingheim at a motocross
event. I was asked by a friend if I would like to
be a passenger. The weather was terrible, and we
did more to keep the rig upright than race, so it
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Racing..
seemed. I had a great time, but felt there
must be more and started to get into road
racing.

Q. So you've been racing a few years.

A. Now that I think about it, I have been
racing for 10 years. It's funny how time flies
when you're having fun, as the saying goes.

Q. Why did you leave road racing?

A. In 1981, Mark Bevens and I were at Sears
Point in Norther California. We were doing
practice laps and went upside down. The rig
was a total loss. I decided that I had reached
the goals I had set and felt it was time to
pursue a career in after-market products that
pertain to motorcycles.

Q. When you say you reached your goals, what
do you mean?

A. Well, if I can toot my own horn, I was U.S.
Champion three times, A.F.M. Champion
three times, and S.R.A. Champion one time.

Q. That's very impressive! Do you plan on
returning to road racing, and if so, in what
capacity?

A. I would like to try to the worms from
Europe if I had the opportunity. Even if it
were for a few races. I wouldn't go full time
again, though.

Q. What would your response be to someone
who wanted to go road racing?

A. First of all, here on the West Coast, there
are none. So a geographical look should be
taken at the sport. In the Midwest there is
R.A.C.E and there is also Canada. There are
only six to eight races. There is ice racing in
the East, as well. I would suggest going to
specialty racing, such as Bonneville or one
of these.

Q. What motorcycles do you presently own?

A. An XR350 and a 1976 Goldwing with a
Watsonian Palma, and of course, the
Bonneville rig.

Q. You've mentioned Bonneville a few times.
You're back into racing.

A. Yes! Mike Taylor and I heard about La
Carrera and decided to build a rig to enter.
This type of racing is low-keyed as com-
pared to full racing, and it is very challeng-
ing. Then Bonneville came up. In 1987 I
went there to assist Bob Bakker in his effort
and the bug bit me, because it's low-keyed
and lots of fun.

Q. Tell us about the rig you drive at
Bonneville.

A. It's a very unique rig. The chassis was built
by Bob Bakker and I have a Suzuki GSXR
1100 engine. It's a Suzuki/KalGard/Barnett
special. Mike Corbin built the body for me
and we think we'll be able to achieve 200
mph. We are in the "Scag 1300" class.

Q. What's your goal at Bonneville?

A. I would like to be the first rig to do 200
mph. In 1989, we set a new record of
157.729. In 1990 I hope to do 175 mph and
creep up on the 200 mark. I would really
like to be in the prestigious 2 Club. This is a
special group that has gone 200 mph or
faster and set a record in the process.

Q. So tell us what you do when you're not
racing.

A. I work for Kal-Gard Coating and Manufac-
turing Corp. They were my sponsor from
1979 through 1981. I took some time out to
do my own thing, and then came back to
Kal-Gard in 1987.

Q. What are your position and your duties at
Kal-Gard?

A. There are many, and I like them all. I am
manager of consumer products, I help with
promotions, racing, and I also work with the
ad agencies and the new products division.

Q. What are some of your products our readers
would benefit from using?

A. There are many products, but to list a few
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Racing..
major ones, I'd have to go with: Chain-Kote
— this chain lubricant will not fly off as
some others do; our fork oil is recom-
mended by Progressive Suspension. And I
think our single most beneficial lubricant is
Engine-Gard. It is an oil additive that can be
added to your present oil, no matter what
brand you use. It introduces MOS2 into your
present oil. This brings your oil up to a level
of being able to withstand pressures to
350,000 psi. This is particularly important in
transmissions where the loads are tremen-
dous when you tow a trailer and/or sidecar.
This is not a magic oil. It helps everything
run cooler, and running cooler extends life.
Kal-Gard is an industrial and aero-space
company and has been around for a long
time.

Q. Are there special products for racing and
different ones for street use?

A. No, the products we manufacture are used
in street and racing. There are no special
products.

Q. You also do another coating process, don't
you?

A. Yes, we have Kal-Gard Epoxy Coating as
well.

Q. Where can this be purchased, and what
advantages are to be had?

A. Kal-Gard Epoxy comes in colors of black,
gold, white, blue, red and orange. We have
licensed applicators around the country. This
coating is similar to powder coating. It is a
very hard coating. Some of our licensed
applicators are: G & L. Enterprises in San
Marcos, California; Custom Alum Coating
in Houston, Texas and Universal Coating in
Mount Morris, Michigan.

Q. Do you have special applications on inter-
nal parts as well?

A. We have a dry film lubricant that is a ther-
mal-set moly coating. This product is used
by all factory road race teams because of its

ability to reduce friction and promote heat
loss giving in return more horsepower,
better gas mileage, higher rpms and longer
engine life. Gun coat increases heat loss 10
to 15 percent with our external coating. It
allows surfaces to breathe whereas a painted
surface does not.

Q. Where can we get Kal-Gard lubricants?

A. We have 30 warehouses nationwide. Every
motor shop in the country carries our prod-
uct. There are times when you may have to
ask for it, though.

Q. Will you or one of your representatives be
at the National Rally in Coos Bay in 1990?

A. I would like to attend the rally and put on a
seminar for all those interested in lubricants
and how to apply those lubricants to their
full potential.

Says Skip, "I have a K100 that I use nothing
but Kal-Gard lubricants in and on. Engine
oil, wheels, shock, differential, transmission
— all are coated with Larry's products. If
anyone has been in a salt environment, you
will appreciate what I am about to say. The
salt from Bonneville has not even broken
the surface of my rig, as well as the normal
road dirt and grime not touching it. The
parts looks as good as the first day they were
done by Kal-Gard. The tires have been
changed a couple of times, and even the tire-
changing tools did not harm this coating.
Now the bike will turn 10,000 plus rpms,
and do very close to 200 mph. This should
tell you something about Kal-Gard lubri-
cants and coatings! My rig will be at the San
Francisco show and the National Rally for
you to inspect and verify these facts."

Larry Coleman, talking with Skip Baker
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Profile
Officer Profile: 1990 National
Rally Director
Mike Phillips - A big man for a big job

I was born in Montana but moved to
Oregon during WWII, so I've lived most of my
life in Oregon. I am 55 years old, stand 6'3",
and have feet almost as big as Jim Krautz of
official 1988 Big Foot fame. My face is hairy
and I'm not too ugly (according to my wife).
And I am your volunteer rally director for the
July 18-22, 1990 USCA Rally.

I've been motorcycling about 15 years,
AMA member for 12 years, USCA member for
nine years. I taught Motorcycle Safety Founda-
tion rider courses for ten years, and ride both
two and three wheels.

Because my wife was a straight line pas-
senger, I found myself riding alone until I
acquired an old Zephyr sidecar. The acquisition
of a sidecar opened a new vista of motorcycling
that I really enjoy. Sidecars allow inidividuality
and do not engender marque groups, but em-
brace all as a family.

I'm looking forward to meeting you one
and all at the 1990 national rally. Volunteers
from all over the Pacific Northwest are going to
put on a really unique rally with many fun
things to see and do.

Please remember to not believe everything
you hear about me cause nobody has ever said
anything good about me to ruin my reputation!
Thanks for listening.

Mike Phillips

Attention Sidecar Installers!
The USCA, Inc. and The Sidecarist are setting
up a network of experienced sidecar installers
to help new owners out there do it correctly.
We particularly need those experienced with
Velorex to respond. If you wish to extend a
helping hand, whether as a business or
individually, please write with details:
Sidecar Installer Directory

c/o The Sidecarist
390 Hallson Lane
Ben Lomond, CA 95005
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History/Future
—The Way We Were
TEN YEARS AGO: 1980:
Report on 8th Annual Griffith Park Rally;
A write-up on the Dutch sidecar, the Moturist;
Sidecarring in Denmark;
The Life You Save May Be Your Own;
Wheelchair Accomodating Sidecar;
AMF Historical Notes.

FIVE YEARS AGO: 1985:
39th FIM Rally in Sweden;
International Salad Shop Part I;
Reports on the 5th Annual New England
1st Ann. San Diego Daze-Havasu Nites Rallies.

Members desiring a back issue should send
$2 to cover shipping for each issue ordered to:

Mr. John C. Kliefoth
Sidecar Information Officer
United Sidecar Association, Inc.
216550 125th Way
Sun City West, AZ 85375

We extend our condolences to Jim and Kim
Schwind on their recent loss.

Family considerations prevented transmis-
sion of articles planned for this issue, so we will
offer those articles in our next issue.

Coming in the next Sidecarist
Winterizing your rig

Some unusual rigs

Profiles on new Chapter Director, Jim Schwind,

Reminiscenses

Traveling with a Trailer

The final chapter of Starting Over Again

Deadlines for all submissions:
Feb. 1, 1990
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‘Tec
Throwing Your Weight While
Cornering
By: Hal Kendall

Is throwing your weight an effective
technique while cornering, or is it just so
much hype? To answer this question I re-
cently put this to a scientific test. First, I
place the sidecar tire on a set of quality
bathroom scales. At least, they were quality
scales before the test.

The weight on the tire was 156 pounds.
After I climbed on board the weight dropped
to 154 pounds. This is expected as bike
leanout is a degree or two. Sitting on the
bike will usually cause the weight on the
sidecar wheel to fall slightly as long as the
bike has a positive lean-out.

Turning to the right and "throwing" my
weight as far to the right as I could, the
weight on the sidecar wheel increased by 20
pounds to 175 pounds. Turning to the left
and throwing my weight as far to the left
caused the weight to fall by 27 pounds to
127 pounds.

Put in perspective, throwing your
weight should translate into being able to
make a safer turn by perhaps five mph
versus not throwing your weight. The point
is, it is good to put you in the mood. Turn-
ing is a serious business. Think about what
it is that you are doing. But do not expect
that you can negotiate a 30 mph curve at 50
mph just because you throw your weight.
But if you prefer not to throw your weight
the sky will not fall either. Just take it just a
tad more easily around the curves.

Each rig is set up just a little bit differ-
ently and what works for one bike and
riding style will not work with another. My
Laverda, since it came out of the shop, is
about as frisky as I remembered. The bars
are wide and flat. I sit almost in a vertical
position, slightly leaned forwards. Arms
almost straight at about a 45 degree angle.

I do not really turn the bars but rather
pull and push. To turn right, I pull up on the
right while pushing down on the left. I also
give it some measure of throttle, the amount
given depending on the circumstances,
while the proper gear is selected so I can
count on favorable rear wheel torque assist-
ing the turning. For left-handers, I reverse
the pull-push on the bars. I also drive it into
the corner, perhaps not quite as aggres-
sively.

Steering is remarkably light with the
modified upper triple tree to reduce trail.
Self-centering after turning is exact as there
is just a light friction damper to overcome,
not a heavy hydraulic damper. Good weight
balance is achieved by using a perimeter
sidecar frame which keeps the body weight
down at the expense of low ground clear-
ance.

The 15-inch rear wheel conversion also
keeps the bike weight close to the ground,
perhaps too low as even a 3-inch speed
bump grinds against the center stand. There
are several speed bumps on the streets
around the office. Just have not found any
way to handle crossing them with ease.
Speed bumps should be outlawed!

A word of caution. Unless you have a
motor with lots of torque to spare, the effect
of the throttle assist in right-handers is quite
small. Do not expect much to happen if you
simply roll on the throttle in high gear with
a small motor. Throttle-assisted steering is
an excellent technique for experienced
sidecarists with a well balanced rig. Other-
wise, take it easy and slow down.

Hal Kendall
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AMA/Profile
 — Legislative News —
AMA Legislative Updates
Illinois

The age restrictions for riders of off-road
vehicles on private property has been completely
removed. It was previously reported that riders
under age six were prohibited from riding on
private land, however they are still restricted
from riding on public land.

California
The Sepse Wilderness Bill is once again in

the news. The AMA and other interested groups
are making an impact on the hearings. Unfortu-
nately, after the bill was originally introduced,
special interest groups have attached amend-
ments to the bill restricting public lands from use
by motorized off-road vehicles.

Alternative measures have been introduced,
however they have been quickly vetoed by the
House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs.
The vastly revised bills are scheduled for vote
late in November, and if passed, will join two
other similar bills already in Congress waiting
approval. Stay tuned folks!

Business Profile:
Steve Clark

Steve Clark of The New York Sidecar Connec-
tion says it was brain damage — the love of sidecars
— that made him choose the business he's been in for
the past nine years.

He manufactures and services sidecars and
Triumph motorcycles. His is a full fabrication facility,
and he says he can build anything. He does specialized
design work, especially for handicapped drivers/riders,
and does British motor and transmission work.

At his facility, he can fabricate mounts (with your
bike, of course!) for any application deemed safe. He
makes unibody metal sidecars, and a CMW Harley
replica of metal in a number of styles.

For the past eight years, Steve has been running a
"Dinosaur Show" which is a family show for sidecars
and obsolete motorcycles. It's a fund-raiser for a local
museum, and The Sidecarist has promised publicity for
this worthwhile cause in return for more information
— a story and pictures, we hope — on what sounds
like an exciting event.

His other business is a motorcycle salvage
operation.

He also offers sidecar driving lessons, and has
some very strong ideas about proper installation of
sidecars. We urge you to contact him if you have
questions or need help in installing a sidecar — and do
it before you start work, or have him do it all for you.

Steve's business hours are by appointment. He
can be reached by writing to The New York Sidecar
Connection, 800 Nassau Road, Uniondale, LI, New
York 11553 or by calling (516) 538-8750.
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Profile
Manufacturer and Service
Rep Skip Baker
Don't tell him "It can't be done."

The USCA's new Manufacturer and Service
Representative, Skip Baker, sees his position as a
liaison between manufacturers of motorcycle/sidecar
products and the USCA. He's available to test new and
old products and evaluate them, and pass news on to
the membership of the USCA.

He comes to us with plenty of riding experience
— he's been riding since age 14, or a total of 33 years.
Skip even had a sidecar when he was 8 years old —
hooked onto his bicycle! On his very first motorcycle
ride, he broadsided a car at 50 mph. That would be
enough to dampen most folks' enthusiasm, but not
Skip's. And it did nothing to quell a love of racing.

He's very involved in racing of all types, but
particularly sidecars. He set a land speed record for a
500cc street sidecar, with passenger Maria Briggs, and
placed first in 1988 in 1000cc street sidecars with
Theresa Kincaid. He holds the national drag record for
street sidecars with daughter, Moriah, as passenger. His
wife, Pam, set the record for 600cc street sidecars, and
also holds world's fastest street sidecar record.

Pam and Skip and Tom Loughlin of Drag Bike
USA are trying to put together a Speed Week at
Bonneville for motorcycles only.

Not only does Skip ride motorcycles
and sidecars, he's fully involved in R&D
and prototyping — he developed a new
power valve that helps regulate the fuel
supply in conjunction with the turbo
booster with Luftmeister. He has also
designed and built steering dampners for
sidecarists, and installs sidecars for owners.
He is an amateur inventor and holds 15
patents.

Born and raised in Yuba City, Califor-
nia, he had heart trouble as a child and
wasn't expected to see adulthood, let alone
become a grandfather. But Skip's not the
sort of person to whom one can say "It can't
be done."

He lived in Michigan for a while and Pam fondly
remembers cold rides on their Harley there. There are
five children, two grandchildren and one on the way.

Skip and Pam drive camera bikes for Doug
Bingham's Side Strider, Inc. — they've done the Bay to
Breaker marathon, the San Francisco Triathalon, the
LA Marathon, Sacramento Invitational Marathon and
they're hoping to do the Good Will Games in Seattle.
The camera sidecar is a rather spare sidecar with a
swivel seat on it that allows the passenger/camera
person almost a 360° range of view. The low exhaust
and inobtrusive size are preferred by sporting event
organizers, too. Skip designed and built the sole-
purpose bike for camera bikes.

All of the Bakers' vacations are spent on the
motorcycles, either racing, attending rallies, or touring.
Come February, California's rainiest month, Skip and
Pam will be doing the San Francisco trade show on
behalf of the USCA, and still need to hear from
manufacturers about representation at the show. He'll
be going for his instructor's license at the National this
summer, and is a firm believer in training programs for
all types of motorcycle riding.

In his spare time, Skip flies model radio-con-
trolled planes and collects chess sets.

"I care a lot about the USCA and where and how
it's going," says Skip. And the USCA is lucky to have
Skip on board.
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MOTO GUZZI NATIONAL OWNERS CLUB
MONTHLY NEWS LETTER OF TIPS,
STORIES RALLIES ETC. NATIONWIDE.
$18.00 for couple membership OR $19.00
FOR SINGLE MEMBERSHIP. CONTACT:
MGNOC, R.R.#1, Box 136, Ellsworth, KS
67439. (913)472-4988.

See OTHER Hack’d Advt
for NEW Address

on Page 16!
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Manufacturers & Services
Business Cards

Business card advertising is available to
either USCA members or non-members. Rates
per year are $30.00 for USCA members (include
member #) and $50.00 for non-members for 8
issues.

To have your ad included, send your busi-
ness card, and payment to: Marge Ann Wimpee,
Advertising Manager, c/o Jameson Enterprises,
390 Hallson Lane, Ben Lomond, CA 95005.

Cards should be camera ready.  We reserve
the right to reset cards if cards will not print
legibly.  Cost to reset will be charged back.
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Coming Events
Send your  calendar items to The Sidecarist, 390 HaIrson lane.,
Ben Lomond, CA 95005 or call (408) 336-2476.
February 9-11 M/C Show & Expo, San Francisco, CA. USCA Sidecar booth. Contact Skip Baker if

you can assist with booth (408) 637-2211.

February 17, 18, 19 Brass Monkey Sidecar Rally — the oldest permanent, floating, informal winter
sidecar rally on this continent. Golfo De Santa Clara, 100 mi. south of Yuma AZ and 75 mi. inside
Mexico. Visas required. Contact Dave Tenpenny (602) 883-8275

May 31-June 3 Midwest Sidecar Meet for those who can't attend the National in Oregon. To be held
at Northwest KOA Campground, Union, IL Sidecar operator course will be offered and USCA
Technical Assistance Group will conduct a technical session following operator course. Cost is
$3.50 per day for camping. Day fee privileges allowed if you do not camp. Extra charge for elec-
tric hookip and motorhome camping. For information, call (708) 333-9167.

July 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 National Rally in Coos Bay, Oregon. See ad this issue.

August 15-18 Inaugural AMA Homecoming at Athens, Ohio. For information, early registration
benefits, write: Ken Reid, P. 0. Box 6114, Westerville, OH 430816114 or call (614) 891.2425.

Calendar of Deadlines for Editorial Copy
Volume 14 Deadline Press Date Mail date
Issue 2 March 1-April 15 Feb. 1 Feb. 6 Feb. 13

Issue 3 April 16-May 31 Mar. 15 Mar. 20 Mar. 21

Issue 4 June 1-July 15 May 1 May 8 May 15

Issue 5 July 16-August 31 June 14 June 19 June 26

Issue 6 Sept. 1-Oct. 15 Aug. 1 Aug. 7 Aug. 14

Issue 7 Oct. 16-Nov. 30 Sept. 14 Sept. 18 Oct. 2

Issue 8 Dec. 1-Jan. 15 Nov. 1 Nov. 6 Nov. 13
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Classifieds
FOR SALE
1985 CALIFORNIA SIDECAR FRIENDSHIP I,

chrome struts (Suz. GSG & E's), chrome
luggage rack, good condition. $1500 OBO.
Waukegan, IL (312) 249-4823

HONDA 750A, 12,400 Mls. Last 3000 with
Velorex. garaged. $2000 for combo. Box 21,
Point Lookout, NY 11569 (516) 431-0240.

1981 GL100 W/1987 EML S/C. New engine
with 35,000 miles, EML has 2000 miles.
extras. . See at 320 Hwy. 101, Greenfield, CA
phone Hilda Reitzel, (408) 6745555.

1982 Goldwing With Moline Ultra Sidecar
$3200. Bill Miller, 2410 W. Charleston,
Phoenix, AZ 85023 (602) 863-1656

1985 ASPENCADE 2-Tone blue color-matched
MOTORVATION for Mula II w/all options.
Professionally mounted and maintained.
Beautiful rig $9000 or b.o. Duane Mallory,
Ashtabula, OH (216) 998-2381

MISC. FOR SALE
62 CUSHMAN TRAILSTER and '65 HLL State

scooters, plus 2 50's bicycles for sidecar,
preferably fit '87 Wing. Alan Ferguson, 14
Northfield Rd. RR2, Hinsdale, NH 03451,
(603) 336-7424.

PARTS WANTED
I NEED A VETTER TERRA-PLANE SWING-

ARM, or the plans for one. (Spindle broke) D.
Gibson, 10806 SE 231st St., Kent, WA 98031
(206) 852-6478

RIG WANTED
BMW K100 WITH EML DOUBLE-WIDE

SIDECAR WANTED. Peter Kerwin, 1302
West Indian Head Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32301
(904) 877-6214

OTHER NOTICES
URAL M/C & S/C OWNERS UNITE! Parts are

a terrible problem. Let's try an info swap/cross
reference. Send me a note with name, address
and phone # and year motocycle. It's a real
adventure. Barry Newson, 24302 44th Avenue
W, Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043 (206) 776-
8345.

HANDMADE WIRE SIDECAR SCULP-
TURES, tin s/c and m/c toys, s/c goblets.
many other gift ideas. Color catalog $1.00.
Manx USA, Dept. M4, P. 0. Box 6427, San
Mateo, CA 94403 (415) 3438660.

POP DREYER SIDECAR REGISTRY Owners
please send description w/photo and your
name and address. Let's count the classic Pop
Dreyer Sidecar! Al Maxwell, 1196 Goodwin
Rd., Atlanta, GA 30324 (404) 261-8818

WANTED
GOULDING sidecar or parts, URAL engine

parts, GOULDING literature, WWII HARLEY
& SIDECAR parts & literature, SOUTH
AFRICAN & SOVIET motorcycle/sidecars
and literature. Larry Kirschner, P.O. Box 237,
Gardiner, NY (914) 297-1616.
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