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From where I sit

Hal Kendall

Notes from the President
Rally Time Draws Near

It is getting closer and closer to rally time. Mike reports
all is on schedule and he is dialing in the weather gods. This is
a special year where you have the opportunity to enjoy not
one but three sidecar events spaced within a few weeks and
just a few miles from each other. Why not take some real
vacation and have a great time.

Where is my Sidecarist?
I am getting vibes from a few new and renewing

members it all is not well regarding receipt of their Sidecarist.
Please, .there is really very little I can do about it except to
pass along your request to Al or John. All inquiries should be
addressed to Al Roach. If a problem still persists, please drop
a line to John Dauginas. Did you move? Is the name and
address on your mailing label correct? I do have a few back
isssue copies and can fix you up but that will not put you
back on the mailing list. John Kliefoth maintains back issues
of the Sidecarist. If your issue when you joined is missing,
drop John a card. You won't be charged if you're a member
and your Sidecarist didn't show. We aim to provide a service,
not to get you mad at us.

A USCA Booth at a the Tradeshow
Those who plan to run a trade booth should contact Jim

Krantz, the Trade Booth Coordinator. This requires very long
term planning as we exchange advertising with the trade
booth organizers. Unless you can get a booth organized, he
cannot go to organizer with a request, and this must be done
each year. Booths are provided on a complimentary space
available basis which cannot be guaranteed. Don't be
disappointed if the cancellation at the last minute. Booths are
a very good to promote sidecaring and safety while having
lots of fun.

Pay your JUST and EQUITABLE Toll
The tollway issue simply will not go away. Heard

recently of problems in Delaware, New Jersey, and Mary We
can do nothing to prevent this ripoff unless you complain
loudly and vigorously. Pay with a smile, but get the badge
number, toll booth number, attendant's name, date, and
demand a receipt, and a complaint form. Send me copies and
the address and phone number of the Authority. It is a shame
that those who should be responsible appear to lack the moral
fibre to keep their word.

Our new Editors
Keep those letter and articles coming in to Kim on the

East Coast and Marge on the West Coast. Those gals are
doing a fabulous job.

Malcolm Forbes, (1920-1990)
Malcolm Forbes a staunch supporter of bikers' rights

and a champion for Harley-Davidson, died of a heart attack
while sleeping at his home, "Timberfield," in Far Hills, New
Jersey Saturday, February 24 1990. Forbes had just returned
from a trip to London.

Forbes will long be known for his extensive motor-
cycle tripss to Russia, to the arctic Circle and to China. Forbes
always promoted the best of cycling and opened doors
otherwise closed. He often road his Harley-Davidson in
charity events. In addition to controlling the Forbes family
holdings, Forbes also authored seven books including one
that spent five weeks on the best seller list. His family
includes former wife Roberta and Malcom "Steve" Jr.,
Christopher, Timothy, and daughter Moira Mumma, a
brother Wallace and eight grandchildren. Steve is expected to
inherit the bulk of the fabulous family estate valued between
$400 million to $1 billion, but he could also have to deal with
an enormous estate tax bill estimated t $300 million.

Malcolm gave a final gift to his employees at Forbes,
Inc when it was announced approximately one week after his
death that all outstanding loans up to $10,000 were forgiven
and all employees received 1 weeks extra pay.

"As Pop put it, like a lottery, it's pure chance as to who
benefits," his son wrote in a letter to employees, referring to
the loan amnesty. "As for the extra pay," he added, "his
advice should be no surprise: 'enjoy it.'"

For that was his advice to all and his epitaph is
appropriate "While alive, he lived."

We all lost a good friend when Malcolm died.

hal kendall
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Tribute to Malcolm Forbes
Motorcycling lost a good friend Saturday, February 24, 1990 when

Malcolm Forbes died in his sleep at his home in Far Hills, New Jersey. I first met
Mr. Forbes at Americade '87 when our Amazonas/Motorvation rig was in the
construction stages. I spent Friday afternoon with him and his "Capitalist Tools"
assisting in the unsuccessful filling and launch of his Harley shaped balloon.
Unfortunately, windy conditions prevented the balloon from flying. Meanwhile,
thanks to Malcolm and his staff, I was able to photograph the inner workings of
his two Amazonas motorcycles, learn the bikes' trouble areas, and find out what
Malcolm's mechanics did to correct the problems encountered. The knowledge I
gained proved invaluable when I struggled with the gremlins that plagued our
own Amazonas a year later.

Saturday morning winds once again cancelled the next n attempt at balloon
raising. His staff entertained the crowd by putting on a display of tug-of-war
with the two Amazonas motorcycles — in reverse!

Our next meeting was in Buffalo, New York at the American Fun Run to
Fight Cancer in June of '88. It was their tenth anniversary and Malcolm and his
crew planned to attend.

I had my own rig by then, struggling long hours to prepare it in time to
make the run. Malcolm came over to take a look after we arrived. The family
was invited to ride at the head of the parade with the "Capitalist Tools" along
with Liz Taylor's "Purple Passion" Harley-Davidson he had brought along for
show.

We were all invited back for a tour of his jet at the end of the day. It was
fascinating to watch the crew pull/push the Purple Passion up the rear stairs into
the jet. The children received post cards of the jet in flight, and we spent time
viewing the hundreds of family photographs framed on the walls. We waited at
the airport until the jet took off and was out of sight before we left for home. At
both of these gatherings, I saw hundreds of people come up to Mr. Forbes, shake
hands, chat and pose for pictures together. He never shunned anyone and always
had time to visit with all who approached him.

Malcolm Forbes will be missed not only for his generosity and the im-
proved image he gave to motorcycling, but for his kindness and the friendship he
showed to all he came into contact with.

Good bye my friend, I hope we meet again in a better place.

Jim Schwind
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Editorial
From the West Coast Editor

Sometimes you win, sometimes you stir
up a hornet's nest.

The Alcohol Issue at Rallies
Regarding the alcohol issue: the main

concern of those officers who wished to
discourage its use at USCA functions is
liability. Officers can be sued. Our insur-
ance becomes null and void if we promote
or sell alcohol. Period. It's a sticky subject
that would not even have arisen if there
were not those problem drinkers out in the
world, and there's no easy solution. The best
we can do to protect the USCA is to arrive
at guidelines — which, by the way, will
probably not ban alcohol. They are in the
works and will be open for discussion, as
are all issues in the USCA. We have no
secrets.

Sometimes you win, sometimes you get
egg on your face.

Exhortation of the Membership
The other issue which prompted a

lengthy response from Hal Kendall in this
issue, is the perennial exhortation of the
membership. The column in question may
have been a bit strong; I thought so when we
printed it. But there are urgent needs. Neil
and I took on this job, and others — we also
handle advertising, the paraphernalia shop,
and probably soon will take over as librar-
ians — in response to just such a call for
action. And not because we get paid, either.
We're paid for one of those jobs, and we
average four hours a day on USCA business.
From our salary, we pay for our own phone
and postage, computer paper, mileage to the
printer (104 miles), etc.

We haven't had our sidecar out since
October 1, 1989, and not because of cold
weather, either! But we knew that when we
took on the job. We "rode free" for eight

years, and now we're in a position to give
back. Not everyone is, not everyone wants
to. And that's what makes an organization
like the USCA work. Don't feel pressured.
But if you want to help, don't hold back
either!

Sometimes you lose, and sometimes
you get a letter from Jack Adcock.

Marge Wimpee

To John C. Kliefoth
Thank you for your letter of February 7,

1990 with the enclosed copies of The Side-
carist. I have heard from Marge Wimpee and
my problem appears to be solved with the
receipt of all the back issues and a new
issue with a mailing label on it.

The Great American Motorcycle Show
appeared in King of Prussia, PA this past
weekend where I met and talked with Joe
Dille of Telford, PA. Joe is an engineer by
profession and is also a skilled mechanic.
He brought his K100/EML 2 rig to the show
for display and discussion. He did the bike
conversion and sidecar assembly himself
with marvelous results.

Joe was able to answer a great many of
my questions about the merits of various
bike and car configurations in the sense of
centers of gravity, seat heights, engine
torque, lean angle, toe-in, trail etc. I felt
much better about my understanding of the
basic manuals which I had read previously
and will now read again. Joe did an excel-
lent job representing your organization. I
hope the other shows were equally well
handled.

Jack Adcock, Skippack, PA
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Letters
Editor:

On January 6, 1989, I wrote a check to you
in the amount of $20.00 to cover the costs of
joining the United Sidecar Association. It took a
couple of months before the check was finally
cashed, but I eventually received a membership
card showing what I presume to be an expiration
date of March 1, 1990.

By the middle of summer, I still had not
received a single issue of "The SIDECARIST"
magazine. It was some time during this waiting
period that I called Jim Krautz at home, leaving a
message on his answering service explaining my
problem. He quickly called back, and promised
to take care of this matter, and extending my
membership accordingly, it is now November,
and I have YET to receive anything outside of
the initial materials including my membership
card. My desire to get this matter taken care of so
that I might begin receiving the magazine.

I have a subscription to "HACK'D", but I do
not enjoy it as much as some of "The SIDECAR-
IST" issues that I have seen. However, if you are
unable to get this matter resolved in a reasonable
amount of time, I would appreciate a full refund
as I have not received the major benefit that I
was looking for in joining the United Sidecar
Association. I am sending copies of this letter to
several officers in hopes that we can get this all
cleared up quickly.

Randall W. Monroe Colorado Springs, CO

Hal Kendall replies:
Dear Randall, We sincerely appreciate your

drawing our attention to the problem you have
had in getting your "SIDECARIST" magazines.
Let me assure you, it has not been because we
have not tried to deliver. For some reason, we
have yet to track down about a dozen members
who have not received their issues of "the SIDE-
CARIST" even though they are on our mailing
list. This is of grave concern to us as we cannot
take remedial action until you bring your prob-
lem to us.

I have enclosed back issues of "the SIDE-
CARIST" back to the March issue, some of
which, by necessity, are photocopied. I do this,
not out of obligation, but to show we sidecarists
take care of our own. By copy of this letter, I
have asked our newly appointed Membership
Secretary, Al Roach, to extend your membership
another six months.

Please be so kind as to complete the en-
closed application/ renewal form and return it to
Al so he can ensure your name, address, and
other details are complete, accurate, and up to
date in the membership database.

Again, we apologize for your anguish.

Safe driving, Hal Kendall

Dear Neil:
I just want to thank you for your sane view

on the latest "From Where I Sit Column." Be-
cause of your article I might consider renewing
my subscription.

I have not been able to attend many of your
rallies, but the few I have were quite relaxed.
Any rules regarding conduct of grown people in
the club is not my cup of tea. I will not voluntar-
ily pay someone to tell me what to do on my
vacation.

I could go on and on, but I think you get my
drift. You are obviously thinking. I will be
watching the outcome. Unfortunately people who
feel they need to make rules for others seem to
have their way.

Tom Anguish London, Ontario

Dear Marge Ann:
Boy am I confused! What started this "thou

shalt not drink alcohol" at the National Rally?

First, didn't anybody learn from Prohibi-
tion? You can't legislate morality. Say you can't,
and people do. In Flagstaff during college, I
remember drinking in the dorms; just to show
those "so-and-so's" they couldn't tell me what I
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Letters..
could and couldn't do. (Oh yeah, in the process,
after many mornings with a spinning head, I also
learned "moderation.")

Second, as members of the motorcycling
community, we strive for freedom of choice:
freedom to decide what to ride; freedom to
decide what to wear; freedom to decide whether
to use helmets; and the USCA wants to take
another freedom?

Third, the local authorities pretty much have
a lock on the drinking situation. Show me one
state park or national forest or even private
campground that won't throw your butt out for
intoxication when it disturbs or threatens an-
other; you can't. And you are we? I suppose we
can do a better job.

Fourth, the AMA recommends that indi-
vidual groups stay away from such issues. It
opens the group up for liability. For example, at
an AMA workshop that I recently attended, it
was categorically stated NOT to stipulate the
condition of public roads where a run is occur-
ring. Gravel locations that existed two weeks
prior to the event might not be there during the
real event; but somewhere. Bottom line — let the
Department of Transportation put up the "warn-
ing signs" and let the local traffic laws prevail.
Don't develop your own. The alcohol issue is the
same.

And finally, when I'm at a motorcycling
event, like many of my associates, we enjoy the
"buzz;" it's part of the event. I can't imagine
being at the Watsonian Rally in England without
sampling the work of human hands from Ger-
many, France and England. I can't imagine being
at Tahoe, or Havasu, or Mariposa, or at the
National Rally without sharing a story, kicking a
tire, and drinking a brew. Learn from the big
boys! Even HOG events, that serve alcohol, have
had no problems. (Gee, if those "greasy Harley
riders," of which I are one, can do it, are you
saying us "straight-laced, family-oriented sidecar
enthusiasts can't?)

Drinking is self-regulating. The USCA has
better things to do than get hung up on this issue.

Leave it alone. There is no reason to come up
with "redundant" guidelines.

Jack Fassel, West Linn, Oregon

No way to get folks to volunteer
Editor:

In June of 1989 I sent in my check for
membership in the USCA. Six months later I
received my first copy of the journal. Boy was I
disappointed! You should all stand back and read
what you've written. I mean objectively read your
own writing. What a bunch of whiners!!!! Hal
Kendall in particular. Hal whines about what
work it is to volunteer and how more people
need to volunteer. "You have been getting a free
ride ... But the freebees you have grown accus-
tomed to must come to an end for there is truly
no free lunch ..."

Hal goes on to declare that certain people
will now be paid, including himself. Gee, that
sounds like a great way to get other people to
volunteer.

I am trying to point out that this was my
first exposure to the USCA and it was hardly a
positive experience. I hoped that you had all had
a bad month and that this was not indicative of
your long-term attitude.

Lo and behold, my second issue of the
journal arrives and Hal is at it again. I haven't
even finished Hal's column yet and I'm so
steamed that I have to write a letter. In particular
I am referring to page 6, column 2, paragraph 1.
We all get enough guilt in our lives from parents,
bosses, spouses, friends, etc.

While I don't expect something for nothing,
I certainly don't expect to be guilted into volun-
teering my time to an organization which I joined
in order to connect with other people sharing a
common interest.

As I understand it, journal production costs
are covered by membership fees. Since I am a
Service Manager of a motorcycle shop who
doesn't get free weekends or summer vacations
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Letters..
to spend riding, I am unable to volunteer my time
during the heart of the riding season. I did,
however pay to receive a positive, informative
journal.

Please don't misunderstand me. I'm glad Hal
et. al. started and promoted the USCA, but if
you're burned out, step aside with enthusiasm. If
you don't have the energy to put into it ... stop.
Yes, there is the possibility that this organization
you worked so hard to form could deteriorate,
but as I see it that's what's happening from your
negative, condescending attitude anyway.

Sincerely, Ross McNeil Urbana, IL

To Ross McNeil
Ross, I apologize for not writing my column

so there was no misunderstanding. But if you
misunderstood, perhaps others did also, hence
the need for clarification.

If you thought you joined a group of good
old boys without direction except to have a good
old time, I am afraid you joined the wrong
crowd. Yes, we do have a good time enjoying our
odd contraptions, but there is so much more.

We have built up an organization that is
respected for our training programs without any
funds except for blood and sweat of several
volunteers. Why do we do this? After all, can't
we drive? Yes we can. But we did it the old
fashioned way, by falling off a lot, or by hitting
things. We busted our butts off to develop ways
so that the newcomer to our sport could learn
without the need to hit things.

Why should we care how the newcomer
learns, or if he learns at all? Because big brother
is just around the corner waiting for the opportu-
nity to ban us from the streets. "You're just
paranoid," you may say. Maybe, but he has
already banned the 3-wheeled ATV from exist-
ence, and we are a close kissing cousin. Sidecars
in Japan are next to banned because the they
require a different set of skills to turn to the left
than they do to turn to the right. While they exist,
they are also actively discouraged.

We are in this for the long haul; our rigs are
not just a plaything until big brother decides to
take them away from us.

But is that not the responsibility of the MSF
and the motorcycle manufacturers? Maybe. But it
is bucks that make the program. Because of
product liability, none of the big four will en-
dorse the fitting of a sidecar to a motorcycle, and
the MSF receives their major funding from the
big four. So they will not provide any training
programs for sidecar operation. Even if they
wished, they do not have the expertise to do so.

So why don't the sidecar manufacturers step
in. Fair go. With the exception of one manufac-
turer, most sidecar manufacturers are small mom
and pop affairs. There is no way they can spend
the major bucks to pull off a program similar to
that of the MSF, or even the SIVA. If we want
anything then we must do so ourselves. And that
is exactly what we have done. And we have an
excellent program, one that is now recognized by
several states, and the sidecar manufacturers are
buying into as best they can. The only way that
we, as a volunteer organization, can continue is
to get the support of dedicated individuals who
are willing to go that extra mile for the benefit of
any who want to drive a sidecar outfit.

There are certain functions that are almost
full time jobs, such as the handling of the mem-
bership and the preparation of the Sidecarist. You
say you are a Service Manager of a motorcycle
shop. As such, surely your boss pays your help
who manage the shop, who repair the machines,
and who inventory the stock. Your boss or owner
probably also pays the shop lease, taxes, carries
the interest on the floor cycles that are carried by
the bank, pays advertising, lights, gas, water,
sewage, and so on. And I also guess he feels he
needs a profit. Here we differ. No one gets any
profit in the USCA. There is none. All is returned
to the membership.

A few years ago we almost went down the
tubes, as any of our old timers can relate. The
former leadership got tired of exhorting the
members to carry the load and sought to turn the



Vol 14 Number 3                                   Page 11                                                       Apr-May’90

Letters..
USCA over to a management association. Bot-
tom line, we almost expired. With the help of a
few very dedicated members such as Ed Johnson,
Jim Krantz, Terry Strassenburgh, Dan Doyle, and
Bryce Lee, we pitched in, worked our butts off,
and got us back onto our feet. Most of the effort
is invisible to the membership, unless you were
one of the members on the work force. How
would you like to lick over a thousand stamps?
Would you like to track all the members, who
has paid, who hasn't, send out letters, hold hands,
and so forth? Would you like to prepare the
Sidecarist?

Yes, we finally got back into a position
where we were able to give a little compensation
to the real workers, as we did before we went
belly up. We had always paid for bookkeeping
services and editor fees and printing services
before we went belly up. We only performed this
emergency service for free until we could re-
build our former strength.

Guess you really did misunderstand my
statement where I said "We must also pay for the
long hours I put in as the editor's assistant so we
could put out the Sidecarist" and took this to
mean that I was now getting a cut. Wrong. I do
get reimbursed for the postal expenses I spend
for USCA business which amounts to from $100
to $200 each month. But I do not get a red cent
for anything I do for or on behalf of the USCA. I
was referring to the fact that we now have a four
person Editing and Production Team who are
paid for their efforts. Collectively, they now do
all the many many functions and duties I had
performed at no cost to the membership. As I
said, there is no free lunch. You get what you pay
for, if you are lucky.

You said you paid to receive a positive
informative journal. Also, that you understood
that journal production costs are covered by
membership fees. Wish that were true. To run the
USCA there are many more costs than just the
production of the Sidecarist. True, it is the major
cost, but there are many other costs. Printing and
postage exceeded membership dues. Covering
much of the cost of the balance of membership

benefits was the sale of our US CA books,
prepared by myself. All proceeds from the sale of
these manuals goes directly to the USCA. The
rally helped to cover some costs as did the sale of
USCA para. A more complete breakdown of
costs and expenses is included in the Sidecarist,
Volume 14, number 2.

If you have positive suggestions on how to
increase income and/or cut expenses, please
share this with us.

Are you getting your money's worth? Only
you can answer this. If you feel you are not, then
just ask for your money back. It will be refunded.

Should I step aside? My long-suffering wife
has begged me to do so on many occasions. Yes,
I would do so, and gladly, just as soon as some-
one steps forward and volunteers to take over the
helm. I look forward to that day as I will then be
able to relax and perhaps get some quality riding
time during the summer months. As with any
volunteer organization, few will volunteer. Did
you have your hand up?

We pride ourselves that all members can
freely express themselves. And your thoughts
will be published. Safe riding.

Hal Kendall
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S/C ‘tec
Sidecar Clinic
by J. R. Ewing
II - How to read your tires

Your sidecar rig's tires are reliable consultants,
because they tell exactly what is going on with your
outfit. This may not be what you want, it is prob-
ably not what you expected and for sure does not fit
your pre-conceived notions.

Somewhere, someway, somehow, you must
give up out-front opinions and go with the flow.
That motorcycle-sidecar knows exactly what makes
it comfortable, how to pull itself most easily, how
to live together with its partner. Your installer-rigger
job is to read the signals, interpret the signs.

Let us start with the rear wheel of the motor-
cycle. A creeper and a flashlight will help, because
you need to get down on the floor. Run the palm of
your hand sideways across the grain of the tire
tread. Back and forth - identify the edges of the
tread blocks, the circumferential patterns, the little
tiny sipes (tiny slits) in the tread, the changes of
direction, the water-escape routes.

I expect you to find that on the tread corners
toward the sidecar, each block, runner, squiggle or
sipe will have a sharp edge. On the opposite side
away from the sidecar, those same formations will
have a slightly rounded edge. The sharp edges will
point toward the sidecar. This sharp edge/ round
edge phenomena means that the tire is sliding
sideways, the sharp edges trailing. This comes with
the territory and cannot be completely avoided, for
that tire must stabilize- support a SIDECAR, an
off-center load with its own troubles.

Let's keep it to a minimum. Serious danger
signals are tire tread surface cracks, worse when
lifting in little tiny "flaps." These are the second
stage of fracture on the surface of the tread. (You
can often insert a fingernail under these stressed
failures.) The tread surface is overheating and
breaking up.

Very serious danger signals are when the tread
blocks display upon the side toward the sidecar-

load tiny "feathers," strings of rubber, tread surface
which has melted and pulled across toward the
flow-direction of the stress. This is a badly, badly
abused tire.

------------------------------------------------------------
Disregard your well-meaning friends, get down
on your knees and read the front tire.
------------------------------------------------------------

We hope that you do not have the inside half
(the tread area nearest the sidecar) of the rear tire
worn rapidly away, for that indicates that you are
sideslipping over specification, have not yet ac-
cepted the compatible amount of leanout and are
not presenting the rear tire squarely to the road.

Of course the rear tire has been pushing and
may complain about it, but that's what it was hired
for. We hope that you have read the message upon
the sidewall and increased the inflation pressure to
the "maximum load capacity at 'X' pounds of
pressure." Do not worship the handbook. The
manufacturer did not expect you to pull a sidecar.
(If you are running auto radials, this may NOT
apply.)

"PULL," for that is exactly what we do —
with the front wheel. The front wheel pulls the
sidecar. Disregard your well-meaning friends, get
down on your knees and read the front tire. It will
tell you exactly what is going on.

The front wheel tilts slightly to the left, which
we will explore in another skull session. The road
contact wear pattern is slightly left of center. The
right hand side of the tread is not bearing down as
heavily as we had expected. The left hand side of
the tread is conspicuously more loaded. Correctly
aligned machine, the front tire's wear pattern will
have shifted from right to left by about one eighth
of an inch. This is correct, we want it. The rig
would be difficult to drive without it. Were it not
there, the driver would constantly have to correc-
tion-steer left, away from the sidecar.

There is no acceptable reason why you should
have to steer left heavily, continuously to correct
your sidecar's line of travel. You are entitled to
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relax, glide smoothly over most changes in road
crown without conscious guidance. Contrary to all
logical expectations a straight-up-and-down wheel
will do none of those. To run comfortably, low
effort, the wheel must lean away from the load.
------------------------------------------------------------
There is no acceptable reason why you should
have to steer left heavily, continuously to correct
your sidecar's line of travel.
------------------------------------------------------------

Which is, after all, what you and I do. If we
pull something, we lean AWAY from it. Only when
we push do we lean into the task, set our feet firmly
in opposition.

Of course the tilt evidence will vary with the
situation. Square tires do not betray wheel tilt as
conspicuously. Long wheelbase is a sidecar pulling
advantage. Tilt-evidence may not be as easily
readable on a link or modified telefork front end.
Tire scuffing, cracked tread surfaces, rubber feath-
ers -what in the world are you doing?

The sidecar's tire is the easiest read of all. You
learned how on the drive (rear) tire. Apply those
same principles. Ideally, the sidecar's tire should run
demonstrably neutral for YOU and YOUR DRIV-
ING CONDITIONS. Tread block edges should not
indicate a gross slippage of the tire, either direction.

If sharp tread edges of the bike's rear tire point
toward the car, and if the slave-wheel tread edges
continue to point in the same direction, off to the
right somewhere, both tires are skidding together
and you are not running enough toe-in for your
situation. Even though you installed a positive toe-
in dimension, down-the-road results may not be as
planned. The outfit may be spreading; this will
result in the sidecar switching over to a toe-out
condition. Of course, your rigging is at fault, for the
machine is springing apart. Loose rigging is open-
ing out the alignment, NOT closing down.

A sidecar tire displaying sharp tread edges
pointing toward the motorcycle is telling you that it
is skidding in the OPPOSITE DIRECTION, away
from the bike. (These sharp edges always trail the
action, tag along behind.) The bike's tire exhibits
even worse than normal slip-evidence and it occurs
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to you that those two at-the-rear wheels are in
conflict with one anorier. You are dragging a
rubber-coated, inverted "V" down the road, point
forward and that is costly. This is maximum bad
news tire wear condition, plus broken spokes and
bearing failure country. TOO MUCH TOE-IN. One
and one- quarter inches, or even three-quarters of an
inch are far too much IN TODAY'S WORLD.
------------------------------------------------------------
. . . YOU must become knowledgeable, for
sidecarists are their own mechanics. Purchase
ail of the books you can find on the subject.
------------------------------------------------------------

If your rear wheel is displaying sharp edges on
the side toward the sidecar, but you had to wipe the
dust off first to find it, really take a second look,
that is an encouraging result. If the slave-wheel is
difficult to read, doesn't seem to be aggressively
sharp-cornered either direction, maybe both sides of
the tread runs seem a little rounded, perhaps there is
even a little suggestion of heal-and-toe wear (which
hs no particular significance, EXCEPT that it will
not happen on a badly skidding tire), that tire has to
be running neutral to most of your riding condi-
tions. THAT is exactly what you want. The front
tire says that it is leaning left into the pull - a little -
the rear tire says that it is skidding very slightly left
much of the time and the sidecar tire says that it has
just been going along for the ride. You can expect
55-65 mph cruising, possible 3540 MPG.

Expect some circumstance or variation in the
results. If you have leading link forks or extended
teleforks, your wheelbase has been increased. This
improves the lever-effectiveness of the front wheel
so Lhat it can do the same work with less stress.

The conclusion is that YOU must become
knowledgeable, for sidecarists 2.;.e their own
mechanics. Purchase all of the books you can find
upon the subject. Join everything; listen and learn.
YOU are going to have to read your own tires, for
no one else knows how. YOU must get the setup
correct. YOU must accomplish solid rigging and
then YOU must fine-tune the rig.  JRE.

Next: Fine Tuning A Healthy Sidecar
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Murphy's Law: Corrosion happen
By: J. R. Ewing

Our bikes abound with shafts, with studs
threaded both ends, and with bolts into blind
holes. All of these fasteners have one serious
enemy in common: the "dead" air space around
and about the cylindrical exterior of the device
where it goes through things and holds them
together.

This air space is not truly "dead", for engine
heat, operational friction-generated heat, even
electrical component heat warms and expands
the air in the nooks and crannies around and
about fasteners. This expanded air leaks out to
the atmosphere - expanded air creates pressure -
thorough minute imperfections in the surfaces at
the joints, where one part joins another.

When the bike is shut down and cools off,
moisture-laden outside air is drawn back into the
interiors through those same imperfections.
Murphy's Law says that moisture will condense
causing rust and corrosion on shaft and stud, and
on critical parts such as axles.

Your wheels' axles, front and rear, are very
vulnerable to this warm air - cool air - corrosion
cycle. We make matters worse with the pressure
washer, as we clean our bikes. I'd like you to
think about your rear axle.

Especially on shaft driven machines, the
final drive mechanism (right next to the wheel)
gets very warm. Next time you take Mother for a
Sunday ride, break-time, lay your hand on the
case containing the final drive gears. Surprised?

This much heat soaks into the wheel's axle,
and even into wheel bearings, etc. The heat itself
is capably handled by appropriate lubricants. But
the air in all of the empty spaces has warmed,
swelled, gotten out doors, and will return with a
load of moisture.

Several bad things happen. A ring of rust
develops around the axle next to a bearing, next
to a spacer, at a joint. You've bought a new tire,
get ready to install it, and find that the axle will
not come out. That ring of rust is the reason.

S/C ‘tec
Marvelous canned spray lubricants do not

help. Citric acid (to convert the rust) doesn't get
to it. A bigger hammer sometimes works, but
often makes matters worse.

We all know that to do a workmanlike job
of assembling two things with soft rivets, we
must first hammer-tap on the end, straight inward
gently, driving that rivet back into its hole,
swelling the shaft of the rivet so as to crowd the
hole more tightly. This is exactly what happens
when you get determined to remove an axle with
a sledge hammer.

Murphy's Law says that splined adaptors
between final drive and wheel hub get warmed,
dry out, then get bathed with moisture-laden
return air. Damage in this area is quite common.

You can help yourself by good work habits,
and an annual inspection of shafts that are acces-
sible. Train yourself to wipe clean and dry shafts,
studs or bolts before it goes back through any-
thing. Finger-spread some light, clean grease
above the threads on the shaft of a fastener that
goes deep into the bowels of something else.
Annually remove, wipe clean, protect with clean
grease, and reinstall both axles. If the rear axle
looks the LEAST bit dry or dirty, pull the wheel
and inspect the drive-line adaptor.

I use moly-sulfide grease on splines and
drivepins of those adaptors. Not recklessly, but
enough. Often these adaptors will have their own
favorite way of reassembling. I index to left and
right on the splines, and try different combina-
tions of blind holes for the drive pins until I find
a combination that goes easily, meanwhile
distributing lubricant thoroughly over the drive
surfaces.

Dirty grease CAUSES rust, for the dirt
accepts moisture -the neighboring grease merely
holds it in place. Wipe parts inspection-clean!

JRE

Originally published in "Hoosier Hacks"
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Brace yourself for fork braces
By: J. R. Ewing

The bargain braces secured from an auto supply
house mounted onto an area reserved for rubber
wipers? There was no need, and probably no intent of
holding those machined fork surfaces to a highly
precise location. The problem is with folks — and I
was one — who ASSUMED more than the factory
intended.

Precisely located platforms designed into the fork
leg are a different matter, and should line those mem-
bers up perfectly parallel. Stability improvement!
FACTORY fork braces!

A gentleman Gold Wing rider — latest model
Velorex attached — had done a very neat job of
securing his steering damper to the fork, taking advan-
tage of this area. The original bridge was removed, a
new bridge fabricated of 1/4" stainless steel, including
an ear to the right rear of the new fork brace bridge.
With that ear bent to an advantageous position, he
secured the steering damper and carried it on over
toward the car. Also nicely done, of course!

To make one yourself, measure very carefully for
final size, hole size and placement; ear shape, size and
angle; etc. The four corner holes allow attachment to
the original mounting holes on the fork legs. The fifth
hole in the "ear" is for the steering damper - the ear may
or may not require bending, depending on the attach-
ment style used. Drill/bore carefully, round all corners
and edges. Then paint/polish/brush/engrave the
finished piece to reflect YOUR personality and ma-
chine!

USCA appoints new
Educational Director

A new Educational Director for the
Sidecar Safety Program has been appointed
by the Executive Committee of the USCA.
Please welcome to the ranks Greg Patzer,
who succeeds Dr. Mitch Goldflies, the
developer of the curriculum used during the
transitional period from Sidecar Seminars to
the current Sidecar Safety Program.

Greg is licensed as a certified sidecar
safety instructor (SSP), certified ATV in-
structor, and a Chief MSF instructor. He
currently teaches motorcycle safety at
Waukesha County Technical College, and
trains MSF instructors at the University of
Wisconsin, Whitewater Campus.

An active rider and serious motorcycle
enthusiast, Greg holds membership with the
following organizations: AMA, BMWMOA,
HOG, USCA, etc.. He also competes on
bikes, holding A.M.A./C.C.S. motorcycle
road racing expert license #170.

On a personal note, Greg is Dad to
three sons, two of whom, interestingly
enough, are MSF instructors. His other
vocation (the one that pays) is Vice Presi-
dent of Operations for Bimex Corporation,
and he belongs to four engineering societies.

We look forward to his experience and
expertise to continue the program in the fine
tradition begun by Dr. Goldflies. Thank you
for all of your efforts.
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More on Steering Dampers

By: Hal Kendall

Mitch's last article (The Sidecarist, Vol.
14, No. 2) illustrates how little we really
know about wobbles. Any castored wheel
will wobble, or certainly has the tendency to
wobble. This includes every wheel from a
shopping basket wheel to the landing gear
of a 747 aircraft. Even solo bikes and cars
wobble. Why should we expect anything
different just because we're looking at a
motorcycle with a sidecar?

Sidecar Land is full of experts. Just ask
them. On this topic, some will tell you that
all handling problems will be cured it you
just fit a damper. Others claim that if the rig
is properly set up there is little need for a
damper. Somewhere in between is the truth.

What is known is that the resultant side
force caused by fitting a sidecar enhances
the wobble tendency. It does not create the
wobble tendency. That was already there
from the moment you decided you wanted to
be able to steer your vehicle. (Note: very
early two-wheeled single track machines
had no provision for steering. They were
propelled by one's foot power. Even so,
these machines did wobble from side to side
as the man placed first one foot on one side
then the other foot on the other side to
propell himself along.

I was quite happy with the friction type
damper I had installed from an early
Laverda (later Laverdas were not equipped
with dampers). In my role as experimenter
deluxe, I also decided to try out various
forms of hydraulic dampers.

The first I used was the "standard" VW
type of damper. This was fitted to the bot-
tom of the right fork tube (not slider) and
braced against the sidecar frame in the
traditional manner. It took out all wobbles
and all went well, as long as I did not want
to turn. Then all hell broke loose.

First, into a right-hander. Damned chair
came off the ground. What was going on?
Then into a left-hander where I found that I
could not bring the chair back to the straight
position. Before, the steering was very light,
responsive, and precise. Now it was
wooden, dead, and dangerous.

I removed the damper and placed one
end on a set of bathroom scales. It took
about 30 to 45 pounds to compress it. That
is force you must apply in order to get any
movement. Might be fine for a VW, but not
at all suitable for a delicate sidecar.

One thing that is lost is the self-center-
ing effect caused by the trail of the front
wheel. This self-centering force is what
pulls the vehicle back to straight after you
turn into a curve. With the damper installed,
not only do you have to use extra force to
overcome the suction force of the damper to
turn, but you must also use extra force to
bring the bars back to straight when you
want to straighten out after the turn as the
same stiction force still applies, but now in
the other direction.

The problem is conpounded by the fact
that no two machines are identical in han-
dling. One rig will show almost no wobble
characteristics while another almost identi-
cal rig will exhibit severe problems. What
works for one will not work for another.

There are some general observations
that can be made. The best place for steering
control is right there at the steering head.
That is why friction dampers work so well.
There is an after-market hydraulic unit
available (written up in a back issue of the
Sidecarist) that probably would be of great
use. As you fit the active part of the damper
further down the leg towards the wheel axle
you create various handling problems not
related to wobbles.

Keep the active part close to the steer-
ing hear as possible and not on the lower
tube. Yes, I know, that is a common place
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for some. But how much better would your
rig handle if it were fitted where it really
could do some good?

The next point is not to fit a larger
damper than necessary. You need to take out
the tendency for a violent wobble. But do
not fit a heavy VW type damper if a small
adjustable damper will do fine. Some racing
rigs with almost zero trail have monstrous
(for us) dampers. They may need them. You
probably do not.

There should be no restriction to easy
movement whether your forks are fully
compressed or fully extended, or whether
you are at full turn right or full turn left.
Nothing should bind up or down or turning.

Wobble tendency is reduced by lateral
stiffness of the front forks. Typical front
ends of Japanese bikes have a relatively low
lateral stiffness and it is easier to induce a
wobble. Better are Italian front ends. Best is
a well-designed Earles fork type front end.
Lateral stiffness can be increased by fitting
a stout fork brace to the lower legs. Some
later Japanese manufacturers now fit a fork
brace as standard. If you don't have one,
consider getting one.  I did.  It works.

Wobble tendency is increased by a
smaller trail. The large trail of the high-
speed road machine gives it the ability to
stick to the rail when leaned during high
speed cornering in its intended solo trim.
This becomes a bear to steer when a sidecar
is fitted that must be steered. Reducing the
trail for easier steering reduces the self-
centering forces so the tendency for wobbles
is increased. This is compensation for in the
Earles fork design by the increase in lateral
stiffness. But you can have both with a
conventional tele fork setup if you reduce
trail and add a fork brace.

Of course, you have eliminated the
obvious sources of wobble, such as tires not
properly inflated, out of round wheels and
ties, out of balance wheels and tires, loose

or worn bearings in the wheel axles, the
steering head, and the rear swinging arm,
and all your sidecar fittings are properly
tight and not moving or flexing. And your
basic alignment is good, just a tad toe-in, a
little lean-out, a good sidecar wheel lead,
and so forth. If not, go no further until these
items are corrected.

I have done both with the Laverda. I
reduced the trail from 4.5 inches to 2.5
inches by modifying the upper triple tree,
and I fitted a substantial fork brace. I also
fitted a friction damper and adjusted it so
that it just barely bites.

For my riding style, there remains just a
touch of wobble at speeds below 15 mph,
easily held in check by firmly grasping the
bars. The handling remains crisp and re-
sponsive with full self-centering after turns.
Just a trace of wobble or scabbing on hard
left turns over rough surfaces I live with.

Skip Baker has spent some time in
developing dampers for racing and for street
bikes. He would be delighted to share this
knowledge if you have a problem, or refer
you to a manufacturer who can custom build
you a damper for you. Bottom line, wobbles
and their solution is a very complex topic. It
is not one which has hard and fast rules.
Some cases are very easy to correct. Others
may involve much effort. Two almost identi-
cal rigs - one has almost no wobble prob-
lems, the other has severe wobbles.  Why?

All are invited to share your knowledge
and experiences on this topic as we have
much to learn. Perhaps we will get our arms
around this monster one of these days. Till
then, keep the rubber side down.

For information on back issues, please
contact John Kliefoth, USCA Information
Officer, 21650 125th Way, Sun City West,
AZ 85375.

Hal Kendall

S/C ‘tec
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Fork fix for super steering
By: Fred Hunteman

My rig is a 1981 Yamaha XS Eleven with a
Watsonian Oxford sidecar. It has proven to be a good
combo, but with a stock trail of five inches, it had very
heavy steering. I thought of adding a leading link fork
but couldn't justify the high price.

The XS Eleven came in two styles: the Standard
and the Special. The Standard, which is what mine is,
has a center-axle fork. The Special has a leading axle
fork. Both models have the same rake and trail, but the
Special has less offset in the triple tree clamps to pull
the axle back and keep the same wheelbase.

I started searching the salvage yards for a leading
axle fork from a Special. I found that the brake calipers,
speedometer cable and speedometer cable were
different than mine, so I also needed them.

I then found a low mileage wrecked XS Eleven
Special with only minor damage on its side. The price
was right, so I bought the whole bike for about half of
the cost of a Leading Link Fork.

This is where the fun began. The leading axle
fork was a simple bolt-on installation. I had reduced the
trail by about 1.5". The steering effort was reduced
considerably, but I thought I needed still more.

I then took the top triple tree clamp from the parts
bike and installed it. This required loosening the
bottom triple tree clamp pinch bolts and forcing the
fork forward at the bottom to line up the tubes with the
top clamp. That did it. It felt like power steering. I have
driven rigs with Leading Link Forks that didn't steer
any easier.

The total trail reduction was 3", leaving 2" trail.
This could be done for a fraction of what I spent for the
parts bike by just buying what you need and trading in
your old parts. I am sure there are many other models
of bikes this will work on. The leading axle fork
doesn't even need to be the same brand, as long as the
tubes fit your clamps, or the "new" fork clamps fit your
steering head.

But another plus to the parts bike was that I could
use the exhaust system and the rear 16" wheel. The
Standard had a 17" wheel, so this helped the gearing

slightly. I still have a spare engine and all kinds of parts
if I need them.

If anyone has questions about this, just write or
call me:

Fred Hunteman, 15 Daniel St., Mooresville, IN
46158
Originally published in the "Hoosier Hacks"

Comments
on the above article by Hal Kendall

Just a note to add to Fred Hunteman's article on a
fork fix for his Yamaha XS Eleven. The Watsonian
Oxford is a heavy chair and trail reduction is almost
essential for ease of steering.

I did this for my Laverda several years ago, and
for the same reasons. It works. Looks stock. Reduces
muscle work. Is cheap and effective. In my case, I took
a new upper triple tree, had the center hole alloy
welded closed, then had a hole machined at a half-inch
offset.

Installation proceeded in a similar fashion.
Loosened the fork clamp nuts on the lower tree. Tied a
chain from the rear wheel to a tree. Tied another chain
with a come-a-long to another tree and to the front
wheel. Very gradually pulled the front wheel until the
altered upper triple tree popped into place with no
strain. Released the come-a-long and tightened all nuts
and clamps. Drives as easily as any leading link fork
with SIMILAR trail.

Also noted the lower fork braces on Fred's rig.
This is, I feel, essential to stiffen lateral fork movement.
Mine is the same make. Fork braces must be carefully
installed otherwise they can cause stiction (prevent the
fork from sliding freely), or result in binding of the disk
calipers. Forks must be parallel. The addition of the
brace must not disturb the parallelism of the forks.

The leading axle is another option where suitable
models exist. Some have modified their front fork set-
up to convert a stock fork with the axle in the center of
the fork to where it is in front of the fork.

Bottom Line: do whatever works for you.
Hal Kendall

S/C ‘tec
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Rally
Rally Report: 1990 Brass
Monkey
By: Jack Zollars

The 1990 Brass Monkey Rally was held on
the Presidents Day Holiday Feb. 17, 18 and 19.

Boy, I'm here to tell you that if you missed
this annual event, you really missed a fun trip.
The rally this year was held in Mexico, in a
really small old Mexican town called El Golfo de
Santa Clara. Reminded me of the Mexico of 30
years ago. The folks there were friendly, and of
course very interested in our rigs. A fine little
town to visit, but I wouldn't want to live there.
But wait! I'm getting ahead of my story,

I departed Lancaster, CA on Friday, Feb. 16
at about 10 a.m. and headed south into El Centro,
arriving about 1:30 p.m. Plan A was to spend the
night in El Centro and head for Yuma, AZ in the
morning. However, as it was early afternoon I
decided to use Plan B. and spend the night in
Yuma. I motored east on 18 and arrived in Yuma
an hour later, only to discover after two hours'
search that there were no rooms available. So I
returned to Plan A and headed again to El Centro
and spent the night there.

Early Saturday morning I once again headed
east to Yuma, topped off my fuel supply, and
made for the border. After frossing the border
and buying some Mexican vehicle insurance
($10.60 for three days), I proceeded due south to
El Golfo de Santa Clara. The road from the
border town of San Luis/Rio Colorado is two-
lane and full of chuck holes deep enough to
swallow a hack wheel if you're not alert. After
passing through some towns slowly, the road
changed to very smooth and straigh and the
speed limit went from 40 KPH to 60 KPH. Now
we were really flying! After traveling along at 60
KPH and being passed by everyone else, I found
that 60 MPH was really the speed allowed.

I arrived in El Golfo de Santa Clara around
1 p.m. and discovered that the directions given
me by rally guru Dave Ten-penny were true:

"Take the road south from Yuma until you
come to the end of the pavement and continue on
through the sand for about 1/2 mile and you'll
find the campground."

Yes, indeed. 1/2 mile is 1/2 mile, but when
it's soft sand, it may be a little longer. For this
1960's desert rider, there were no problems but
several of the rigs got stuck going in and coming
out and a couple of the solo bikes actually
toppled, but to my knowledge no damage done.

Spent the rest of Saturday renewing friend-
ships from previous Brass Moneky rallies and
setting up my campsite in the sand. All in all, it's
a very nice campsite right on the shore of the
Gulf of California, with thatch-roofed cabanas
and a cantina about 100 yards up the beach, with
excellent food and cold drinks. This little cantina
has been in business for many years and exists
without electricity. So at sundown they close, and
at sunup they open. The meals were ample and
inexpensive and as I said, COLD DRINKS.

Saturday night around the campfire was a
lot of fun with everyone telling good stories and
bad old jokes. Just the type of evening we all
hope for.

Sunday morning arrived with clear skies
and a slight breeze. A warm day followed, and
after exploring the town and replenishing our ice
and eatin more good food, we began theritual of
examining the other rigs and explaining why we
rig our rigs they way we rig them. A great day.
We had 15 rigs in attendance and nine solo bikes
— a good turnout for mid-February!

I won't bore you withe veryone's name and
what they road, mainly because I didn't get this
information. But I do think that one rig deserves
special mention. Jeff and Barb Smith arrived on
their new rig that Jeff has put together over the
last year and ??? months. (See Rider March 1990
page 42 for details.) Jeff started with a 1985 K
10ORS and has built a streetable WORM. This
rig looks totally awsome going down the high-
way and looks like it's still moving when
stopped. Great rig, Jeff. A real looked, and
according to Jeff goes and stops like hell. And of
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course, a prettier monkey than Barb would be
hard to find.

Sunday night was again spent around the
fire until about 8:30 p.m. when the wind started
blowing. It didn't blow much if you don't mind
holding your tent all night so you and the tent
don't blow away. And as usual, the wind quit
Monday morning as we were leaving. But now
that I'm home and have thought about it, it wasn't
so bad.

We started early for the border as we all had
long trips home, and this time of year one never
knows what the weather has in store. We split up
the group so as not to create too much of a
hazard on the small highway. As luck would
have it on the return to the border my group
became turned around (read: LOST) and finally
got into the town and then we did it again. I was
in the rear (not my fault) and the second time we
not only got lost, I lost all of them. I finally
found my way to the border and crossed back
into the good old US of A. Randy, Frankie and
Pat, and Ed from Seattle found me at the border
—I pray you're finally home!

I made my way back to Lancaster about
4:30 p.m. that day. All in all, a really good ride
and good camping experience.

I'll close with this: Take good care of one
another and keep all three wheels down.

Jack Zollars

Next year the Brass Monkey will once again
be held on the Presidents Holiday in February
and will be in California. They're trying to
arrange a campground near or in the Joshua Tree
National Monument in the Twenty Nine Palms/
Palm Springs area. The Brass Monkey is coming
up on its 20th annual soon — that'll be a not-to-
bemissed rally, too!

Jack Zollars is "55 years young," and has
been riding since he was 17. He currently rides a
GL1200 with a Terraplane. This is his second rig,
and he says it's an excellent highway flyer. He
also has a few solo rides.

Photos of Randy’s Rig at the Beach

Rally..
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Getting your bearings
By: J. R. Ewing

One of the advantages of an acquaintanceship
with a grizzled veteran is if he will admit his mistakes.
There is no point in your ruining an expensive and
difficult-to-find rear wheel hub if that old geezer will
just open up and acknowledge that he shot himself in
the foot by just the same tactic that you are now
contemplating.

I love to upgrade my motorcycle, and have many
times out-engineered myself doing so. Motorcycle
magazine authors are chosen for ability to write stuff
that sells the magazine, and are very seldom compe-
tent technicians.

Take "Heavy Duty" bearings, for instance.
"Heavy Duty" ball bearings are created by a different
assembly technique. Ball-size loading slots are ground
into corresponding sides of the bearing races, through
which an added number of balls may be inserted.
Additional vertical load capacity results.

BUT there is a trade-off. A load from the side
forces the rotating balls over toward the shoulders of
the bearing race groove. The balls discover the
presence of the loading groove, and seek to jump out
into the entrance. Guided back into their proper
course, this is nevertheless a shock load which will
spin the assembly's outer race within the wheclhub.
Disaster.

To a kid who grew up repairing his own bi-
cycles, this semi-cone feature looks familiar, and "Oh,
Wow!" comfortable. Cover them up with lip seals.
Better? WRONG!

A bunch of years back I fell in love with angular
contact ball bearing assemblies. The inner and outer
races have somewhat taller shoulders to the bearing's
grooves, on opposite sides. Obviously this will allow
for presentation of a greater side load. To a kid who
grew up repairing his own bicycles, this semi-cone
feature looks familiar, and "Oh, Wow!" comfortable.
Cover them up with lip seals.

Better? WRONG! The added side thrust capac-
ity (which we should not depend on) is surely there.
There are more rolling balls, which sounds like a great

feature. But the channel groove in which these balls
roll is LESS effective on the side opposite the taller,
reinforced shoulder which we so valued. This is a
"must be" to allow assembly. So, a weakened vertical
load capacity. The best wheel bearings are the ones that
originally came with the motorcycle.

Proper assembly: there is a "right" and "wrong"
way to asemble many bearings. Engineers, knowing
this, design special features into the bearing assemblies
blithely assuming we will do OUR job right.

A SHIELD is most often a steel disk pressed into
one side of a bearing assembly to prevent entry of dirt
and debris. A SEAL is most often rubberized to fend
off the weather. Identiying codes will be stamped or
molded into shield or seal. The caring assembler
installs with this code facing you.

Sans protecting devices, the bearing races will
have the codes stamped into their sides. True, it often
doesn't matter. But in many cases, the engineer de-
signed in features which you may not see, and those
features are intended to go in ONE WAY.

An example is a caged needle bearing. Often
used in wingarms, drive units, camcase bearings, and
so forth, the caged needle asembly will always have a
letter and number code on one end of its outer shell.
This end of the shell will often be thicker and much
stronger to accept the thrust when the assembly is
dressed and in place. Reverse the procedure, press on
the unlettered end, and you risk crunch-distorting the
outer shell and locking up the needles (needle rollers).

The examples go on. Some applications do not
matter. But or for you and me wrenching on our
motorcycles, play it safe. .always install a bearing
assembly with the numbers lookin' atcha'!

The torque wrench is a wonderful invention to
assist instalation of nuts and bolts AND BEARINGS.
Accurately reloaded tapered bearings are common-
place at swingarm as and steering heads.

Which is a whole 'nother discussion.

JRE

Originally published in Hoosier Hacks

‘tec
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Industrial News
Electric Lean Adjuster
Motorvation Engineering

Motorvation Engineering announces a new
feature for all their sidecars equipped with
adjustable torsion suspension. An electric lean
adjuster is now in pre-production testing.

This new feature will allow the rider to
adjust the leanout of the sidecar outfit at the
touch of a rocker switch.

The photo below shows the prototype unit.

We will offer this feature as an option on all
new Formula II, Coupe Royale and Roadster
Royale sidecars. It will also be available for
retrofit to all Formula II sidecars.

Summer, 1990 is the projected production
available. Price of this option is $499. No price is
yet set for the retrofit kit.

For further information, contact Larry Alger,
Motorvation Engineering, 3702 Clifton Place,
Montrose, CA 91020, phone (818) 248-9631.

Electric Lean Adjuster
Vern's Cycle Shop

Electric lean adjuster is also available from
Vern's Cycle Shop

The lean adjuster allows leaning the bike in
and out of curves and corners similar to solo
riding. It also gives instant adjustment for road
crown, cross wind, and weight in the sidecar.

Movement is four inches in three seconds
which when hooked to the side of the bike is
around ten inches each way at the handlebars.

This unit can and has been put on several
other brands of sidecars: Vetters, Jawa, Motorva-
tion, Hitchhiker, Smitty's, etc.

Most lower mounts have to be changed so
they carry the load. The lean adjuster holds the
bike up. This is a three point hook up, quick and
simple. The lean adjuster is worked by a switch
on the left handlebar, it is not automatic. It takes
awhile to get used to it, but once used to it, it's
fantastic. It relieves most of the pull on the
handlebars and makes riding with a sidecar more
enjoyable.

Available through Vern Goodwin, Vern's
Cycle Shop, P.O. Box 131, Eagle NE 68347.
Price - $350.00.

This could be your ad!
If you noticed this spot, so

will your potential
customers.

Contact us at (408) 336-
2476 eves. PST

or write 390 Hal!son Lane,
Ben Lomond, CA 95005
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NHTSA Appointments
Rider Ssafety

Jerry R. Curry has been recently confirmed
as the new administrator of the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration at the Depart-
ment of Transportation. He sees rider safety as a
priority under his administration.  Curry plans to
participate in a MSF program in the near future.
Hope he can continue on with one of our SSP
courses. Curry commented, "I have never been
on a motorcycle in my life, so I feel that I can't be
certain to represent properly your interests unless
I know what it is all about."

BLM -
Dana Bell was recently appointed to the

U.S. Department of the Interior Bureau of Land
Management California Desert District Advisory
Council. He is an avid off- highway motorcyclist
who will hopefully represent motorized recre-
ation interests on the 15-member council. This
followed the announcement that many of the
major off-road events scheduled for the desert
region were cancelled by this committee. The
committee cites numerous cases of abuse of
public lands, wildlife and vegetation damage.
Cancelled events included the Barstow-to-Vegas
Desert Race, Johnson Valley-to-Parker Desert
Race, and SCORE's Parker 400.

Calling all tax experts
We need help from an Expert in Setting up

IRS non-profit status for our Sidecar Training
Program . While the USCA enjoys a non-profit
status from the State of Illinois, this does not
help a donor who wishes to make a sizeable
contribution to support our Sidecar Training
Program. Several who would be in a position to
assist would do so IF they could write off their
donation for tax relief purposes. If there is a
member who has this expertise, or who knows of
a friend who is in such a position and would be
prepared to donate a little time walking us
through the exercise, please drop a line to our
President.

Potporri
Hurry, all with potential in
becoming instructors

Calling all interested Sidecar Safety Instruc-
tors ... Ed Johnson has opened registration for the
1990 National Rally Sidecar Instructor Prepara-
tory School. Registration is limited to 18 partici-
pants, so reserve your spot now. Tuition fees and
registration must be received no later than April
15, and that's no joke.

No students will be accepted after that date.
The Sidecar Safety Program, and the Sidecar
Safety Instructor Preparatory School, are accred-
ited by Northern Illinois University, Del Kalb,
IL. Department of Motorcycle Safety, College of
Continuing Education. Students who complete
the course will receive a certificate of completion
from the college and be issued an Instructor Card
from the USCA.

School Hours: 6:00 - 10:00 PM Wednesday,
July 18; 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Thursday, July 19;
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Friday, July 20 .

If you are interested, send your $50.00
tuition fee, and $12.50 instructor manual charge
to: Ed Johnson, Coordinator, Sidecar Safety
Program, NIU, 510 East 162nd Street, South
Holland, IL 60473

The members of the Classes of '87, '88, and
'89 urge you to join our ranks. Frankly, we give a
damn and need your help. There are a lot of folks
out there that could really use your expertise.
Yes, the course is hard work, but a great deal of
fun. Please, if you've considered participating in
the past, but have put it off, and you feel that you
can continue to donate your time to a worthwhile
cause, send in your application and tuition today!

Late Sidecarists
If you have questions about your Sidecarist

issue arriving late or not at all, please contact
John Dauginas, P.O. Box 1306, Beecher, IL
60401.
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History/Future/Deadlines
The Way We Were
TEN YEARS AGO: 1980:
Tribute to Walter Arthur
Praise for Connie Brown;
Briggs Sidecar;
Can't Keep a Good Man Down

FIVE YEARS AGO: 1985:
Handmade Equalean Mounts by Ben Allison;
London Daily Mail News Item;
Dan Doyle Loses 300 Pounds;
1444 Days Around the World (Triumph/Squire);
Aubrun Gemini;
Kenna Sidecars
Side Strider Announcements
Profile, Patricia Fahy

Members desiring a back issue should send
$2 to cover shipping for each issue ordered to:

Mr. John C. Kliefoth, Sidecar Information
Officer, United Sidecar Association, Inc., 216550
125th Way, Sun City West, AZ 85375

Coming in the next Sidecarist
Profiles: John Dauginas and Tony Dusatko.

Tales of a press courier by Ed Pierce

EMERGENCY & FRIENDSHIP DIRECTORY!

Plus: Technical notes, usual features and news

Deadlines for Editorial Copy
Please note the following deadlines.
Vol 14 DeadL PressD MailD

Issue 4 Jun 1-Jul 15 May 1 May 8 May 15

Issue 5 Jul 16-Aug 31 Jun 14 Jun 19 Jun 26

Issue 6 Sep.1-Oct.15 Aug 1 Aug 7 Aug 14

Issue 7 Oct16-Nov 30 Sept14 Sep 18 Oct. 2

Issue 8 Dec1-Jan 15 Nov 1 Nov 6 Nov 13

DeadL = Deadline; PressD = Press Release

MailD = Publication Mail Date
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‘Tec
Spring Maintenance for Rigs
A Guide Written Especially for the Novice
By: Kim Schwind

Many of us have been guilty of simply
parking our rigs in the fall and hoping that
they would be ride-ready on the first nice day
of spring. While it is not a sensible practice,
particularly for rigs put away for several
months at a time during the inclement weather,
we are sometimes caught with too little time,
or lack of knowledge. Here are a few simple
steps to perform before riding out that first
time when the weather turns nice.

First of all, find your owner's manual.
There is a wealth of information available in
that little book. You don't have to rely on a
mechanic at the bike shop to tell you what you
need to know. Even if you have someone else
do the work, you should still be aware of what
should have been done and the appropriate
materials required. Ultimately, it is your life
you are risking from sloppy or indifferent
maintenance of your rig.

If you are going to do your own work,
make a list of the items you'll need such as oil
filter, fuel filter, fluids (brake, clutch, trans-
mission, coolant), oil, cables, etc.

1. Fill the gas tank on your rig with premium
gasoline, then go for a long ride, then fill the
gas tank once again. This allows the old gas
to be used up, and the premium gasoline to
run through your engine. Premium grade
gasolines contain additives to prevent gaso-
line breakdown. After sitting through the
winter, your engine will appreciate a little
pampering. Remember, gas tanks are suscep-
tible to rust, so filling up the tank can pre-
vent interaction with the elements by elimi-
nating air pockets at the top of the tank.

2. Once your home again, immediately change
the oil while the engine is still hot. Be sure
to use a high grade motorcycle oil with the
additives for the transmission. Motorcycle
grade oil handles the higher heat produced

by the engines and moisture, acids and
pollutants can be found in old oil. Run the
engine a few minutes so that the fresh oil
will coat the internal parts of the engine and
guarantees that the anti-corrosion and anti-
rust additives are at their highest level
during the wanner weather. While your at it,
be sure to install a new oil filter regardless
of the mileage on the old one. The filter
traps impurities in the oil and the bits of
metal thrown off by the engine and you don't
want those around when you start up your
bike in the spring.

3. Check the other fluid levels, particularly the
brake and clutch fluids. Be sure to use the
DOT 3 or 4 grade as recommended by your
manufacturer. If your not sure, check your
owners manual. It is important that if you
didn't change the brake fluid before parking
the bike for the winter you may find that
water has seeped into the system attacking
the calipers and master cylinder causing
them to misfunction. Your brakes may stick
after applying them on that first ride, or a
piston can bind, causing either an accident
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or a larger repair bill or both. Change the
fork oil, especially if it hasn't been done in
awhile. This is usually a complicated pro-
cess, and best left in the hands of a more
experienced mechanic. Don't forget the
engine coolant, it probably broke down
through the winter after last season's use,
and you don't want your rig to overheat on
your first time out.

4. Check your battery. If you didn't leave a
trickle charge on it through the winter, think
about replacing it, especially if it is over two
years old. We know of several Hondas that
just up and quit (while moving) when the
battery lost voltage. If your battery is rea-
sonably new, or don't have the bucks to
replace it. Add distilled water if necessary
and check the acid levels. A simple testing
device is available at the auto parts store for
a reasonable fee.

5. If it moves, oil it! I never read better advice.
Oil everything, except the tires. Anything
that moves, turns, rotates, or pivots should
be given a shot. Because no two bikes are
alike, once again your owner's manual
provides an invaluable check list. Check on
such items as the throttle, clutch and brake
cables. A little 10W30 does wonder for these
vital controls. Lube the chain (if necessary)
while it's hot. Remove the spark plug caps
and add a little motor oil into each cylinder.
Check things like the throttle, speedometer
and tachometer cables, etc. Check and clean
the pivot points and be sure to use a water
resistant grease when required.

6. Go back and tighten every nut, bolt, and
screw on the bike. I once lost a small part
(the kneepad) from my bike because I didn't
keep up with routine tightening chores.
Almost $20.00 later, I found out that a few
minutes with the tool kit keeps me out of the
Parts Counter of my local shop. You may
need several screwdrivers, crescent
wrenches, Allen-head wrenches (particularly
for fairings), etc. Most of the tools you need
are provided in your tool kit. If you haven't

gotten it out in awhile, check it out. My
mechanic (Jim) has about every tool imagin-
able in his various tool chests. Imagine my
surprise when he didn't have the right size
socket to undo the spark plugs on my bike. I
figured I'd have to go to the hardware store,
but decided to check out my tool kit pro-
vided with the bike, and sure enough, what I
needed was there.

7. Go ahead, give your bike a thrill, wash it! I
know, I've heard that dirt don't rust. Well
maybe it doesn't, but it does trap pollutants
that will attack the metal under the dirt.
Many a nice bike has lost significant value
because of cosmetic damage. Anyway, don't
you want heads to turn when you go by?
Washing the bike is a very good time to go
over the bike with a critical eye to the
external parts of the bike. Check the tires,
look at the cables, maybe the seat has a
loose bolt, or lost the cotter key that holds it
securely in place. When your busy detailing
the rig, you can certainly observe potential
problems and deal with them. When your
finished, do a quick light check to be sure
that the water didn't short anything out, and
to feel confident that you didn't lose a bulb
through the winter.

8. Fill tires to their recommended pressure.
Remember, air compresses and expands
constantly over the winter while the bike is
stored. Come spring, nothing is ever the way
it should be, so be sure to stop by the ser-
vice station on that first ride out. Better yet,
add air in your garage before you go if you
can.

9. Go riding. All that work deserves some time
off. Find your helmet, leathers, and gloves.
Kiss your spouse goodbye or take him along
with you and go enjoy the sunshine. Safe
riding.

Kim Schwind

‘Tec..
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My First Motorcycle Ride
By: Ixion, From: Motorcycle Reminiscences

In the early days I did not actually own a
motorcycle. For one thing I was too poor: for
another I was too timid. Neither confession stirs
any shame in me. The first motor bicycle I ever
rode had its engine insecurely perched on the top
of the front mudguard; the carburetor resembled
a 2 pound biscuit box full of lamp wicks and
petrol, and the ignition consisted of a platinum
tube kept red-hot by means of a petrol burner.

The contraption cost about 50 pounds to
buy, and perhaps 1 pound a week to run. I was in
at its death — it sideslipped on the grease in the
Euston Road, leapt on top of its owner,
pummelled him severely, and catching fire burnt
itself to scrap-iron.

I owed my first road experiences to rich and
foolish friends, and they usually confirmed by
decision not to own a machine.

(Available on CD-ROM from Hal Kendall)

Trailer experts:
Information on trailering needed!

A while back, we had a member write in to
ask us to include more trailering information and
articles in our magazine. Attempting to accom-
modate him, I spent time researching the files of
materials collected by the previous editors. I
spent quite a while sorting through the collec-
tion, filing away articles by topic. However,
when I was finished, I found that no one has
contributed word one on this aspect of our sport.

Now I know that a lot of us trailer, Jim and I
couldn't put all that junk on just the sidecar and
still fit in the kids! But we need your help. If you
have a good or bad experience with trailering,
some technical expertise, where to buy one, what
to look for and stay away from, we would love to
hear from you.

For us, I've learned that a long tongue on the
trailer means that the fumes don't back up, I wish
we had put the ice chest rack option on the front
of ours, and no matter how big the trailer is, we
have too much junk for it when we go long
distance!

If we had to do it again, I'd want a more
controlled lid (ours flops around on skinny little
ribbon which has broken several time), be sure
that there is sufficient support on the hinge side
(not just fiberglass), and a finished wiring area so
that the tools we carry can't short out the electric
lighting in the middle of a night run.

I know of a couple who have just acquired
their new trailer and wonder how to pack it, what
to take, etc. Come on you experienced folks out
there. Don't hesitate because you feel your
writing style leaves something to be desired, lots
of our contributors felt the same way. We want to
hear from you!

— Kim Schwind

Of Interest
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Overseas
Australia
A rally with a catch

Green Ginger Guzzlers M.T.C. is a
social group of Motorcycle Tourers from
Adelaide in South Australia. Annually, they
hold an Astral Rally to benefit Muscular
Dystrophy and Multiple Sclerosis, with all
profits from the rally going to these worthy
causes. There are badges, awards for long-
distance, best stories, rat bike, best effort,
other interesting entries, best attendance ...
or should we say NON-attendance? Because
there's a catch.

The Astral Rally is a mandatory non-
attendance rally. If you actually show up in
person, you forfeit your badge and get
charged double.

You send them your $5, stay home, and
they send you a badge. You don't have to
pay for transportation, food, lodging, there's
no chance of having an accident, you won't
get wet if it rains ... and you help a good
cause.

Sounds like a great idea, and just in
case you're trying to figure out what the
farthest point away from Adelaide, Austra-
lia, so you can go for the longest distance
award, we already worked it out. It's some-
where in the Atlantic, near the Azores or
Bermuda. That is, of course, if you are only
capable of travelling by air or overland and
have never travelled on the astral plane .. .

If you wish to participate, the Grand
Gizzard of the Green Ginger Guzzlers asks
you to send $5 U.S., $5 Australia, $7 New
Zealand, £3 U.K., anywhere else you work it
out, to Green Ginger Guzzlers, P. O. Box
109, Modbury North, South Australia 5092.

Alaska riders planning summer rally
July 6, 7, 8

Alaska
Last Frontier Rally

Alaska may not be overseas, but it sure
seems like a long way away to most of us.
We have members there, who also belong to
Northern Riders BMW Club of Alaska. And
they're plotting a rally July 6, 7 and 8.

It's called the "Last Frontier Rally." An
apt name, and we should know, having
ridden our BMW to the Arctic Circle and
across a glacier once. Once.

The rally will be held at Mat-Su Resort
in Wasilla, Alaska. There will be a hospital-
ity room and lake side camping, fishing, a
rally pin, door prizes, awards . . . all the
usual stuff, with one great addition — a
salmon bake.

No pets are allowed — at least the four-
legged kind!

Pre-registration for ages 16 and over is
$22, and those ages 6 through 15 are $10.
The deadline for pre-registration is July 1.
Cost at the gate will be $25 for adults, $13
for children ages 615. Gate opens at 4 p.m.
July 6.

For further information, write the club
c/o Bill Croft, 3375 Anaheim Dr., Wasilla,
AK 99687 — and they take plastic!
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Potpourri
Input wanted for1991 Rally

Received a nice note from Greg TenBrook
of the Hoosier Hacks, our 1991 National Sidecar
Rally Host requesting input from the member-
ship regarding needs and desires for events,
facilities, and program.

He is tentatively offering July 11-14th as the
rally date, if anyone has any conflict, how about
suggesting an alternative. If you have any gripes
from past events, whether our nationals or
someone else's event, why not drop him a line so
that he can steer clear of the pitfalls that befall
any rally host. I know he'd appreciate hearing
from you. Please address comments to:

Greg TenBrook, POB 313, Sharpsville, IN 46068

Calling all Guzzi owners
Frank Wedge, President, Moto Guzzi Owners
Club:

There are still Guzzis running around out
there with sidecars. But because there are so few
Guzzis, and so few sidecars, the number of
Guzzi powered sidecar outfits is indeed low.
Percentage wise, Guzzi in the last few years have
been selling more and more of the sportier type
models such as the Le-Mans. Not many of these
owners are interested in fitting a sidecar.

Well Guzzi owners, there you have it. A
challenge indeed. We know you are out there.
Let's hear from you. Tell us about your Guzzi
powered rig (with b&w photos please). And, if
you have not done so already, why not drop a
line to Frank Wedge and ask about the benefits of
joining the MGNOC. Look for the advertisement
elsewhere in this issue.

Contributors of photos
When you write descriptions and identifica-

tion on photos, please do so using a ballpoint on
a "Post-It" note then place it on the BACK of the
photo. Felt tip pens smear on the next photo in
the stack! Thanks, and keep those letters, cards
and photos comin' in!

Who and when to write or call
Written contributions such as letters, fea-

tures and articles relating to motorcycles with
sidecars are encouraged, along with art work.

No payment is made for unsolicited articles.
Please be sure that The Sidecarist has reproduc-
tion rights. Neither the Editorial and Publishing
Team nor the USCA accept responsibility for
material submitted. Material may be edited for
clarity and space.

Contributors using Macintosh, no matter
whether regular feature or special feature, should
send discs to The Sidecarist, 390 Hanson Lane,
Ben Lomond, CA 95005.

To access modem, whether IBM (ASCII) or
Mac, call (408) 3362476 evenings PST and set
up compatibility with Marge Ann.

All typed or handwritten regular features
such as letters, classifieds, chapter news, manu-
facturers and services and coming events should
be sent to Neil Jameson, 390 Hallson Lane, Ben
Lomond, CA 95005.

Contributors using IBM PC, no matter
whether regular feature or special feature, should
send discs to The Sidecarist, 35 Waterford Way,
Fairport, NY 14450.

All typed or handwritten featur.) stories
should be sent to Kim Schwind, 35 Waterford
Way, Fairport, NY 14450.

To access modem, whether IBM (ASCII) or
Mac, phone Kim at (716) 223-7786 mornings
EST and set up compatibility.

All inquiries for paid advertising, including
classifieds, go to Marge Ann Wimpee, 390
Hanson Lane, Ben Lomond, CA 95005.

Exchange advertising should be directed to
Kim Schwind, 35 Waterford Way, Fairport, NY
14450.
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Advt

MOTO GUZZI NATIONAL OWNERS CLUB
MONTHLY NEWS LETTER OF TIPS,
STORIES RALLIES ETC. NATIONWIDE.
$18.00 for couple membership OR $19.00
FOR SINGLE MEMBERSHIP. CONTACT:
MGNOC, R.R.#1, Box 136, Ellsworth, KS
67439. (913)472-4988.
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Manufacturers & Services
Business Cards

Business card advertising is available to
either USCA members or non-members. Rates
per year are $30.00 for USCA members (include
member #) and $50.00 for non-members for 8
issues.

To have your ad included, send your busi-
ness card, and payment to: Marge Ann Wimpee,
Advertising Manager, c/o Jameson Enterprises,
390 Hallson Lane, Ben Lomond, CA 95005.

Cards should be camera ready.  We reserve
the right to reset cards if cards will not print
legibly.  Cost to reset will be charged back.
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Coming Events
Send your  calendar items to The Sidecarist, 390 HaIrson lane.,
Ben Lomond, CA 95005 or call (408) 336-2476.
Open ended - Australia - The Green Ginger Guzzlers M.T.C. Astral Rally.

April 14 Arkansas Doodah Sidecar Rally, Village Creek State Park, Arkansas. No fee, no patch, no
fuss. Call Spencer Bennett, (6010) 393-4887

Apr 14 S. California S. Calif. Sidecar Experience chapter Big Bear Ride.This beautiful mountain ride
is laid out by Mike Naquin.Meet at Tiny Taylor's in Montclair at 8 A.M. Take 1-10 to Central
Avenue exit, turn north one half mile to restaurant.Call Mike for details (714) 597-6612

May 9-13, Louisiana National Coalition of Motorcyclists 5th Annual Convention, New Orleans, Fed.
Bill S-1007. Reduced rates at Landmark Hotel, 24 hr. secured parking to motocycles. Awards
baneut, get-acquainted parties. Call (800) 525-5355, California (800) 235-2424, Canada (800)
521-2425.

May 18-20 Iowa First Annual Iowa Sidecarists Campout, KOA Campground in West Liberty, IA.
West of Davenport, near Moscow on US Hwy 6. Info: Crandall Weaver 319393 9720

May 19 Central California Solvang Brunch Ride. Come join this popular ride to the Mustard Street
restaurant in downtown Solvang or meet us there at 11 A.M. Ride leaves at 8:30 A.M. from Donut
Inn. Encino, corner of Balboa Blvd. ned Burbank Blvd.

May 31-June 3 Illionois Midwest Sidecar Meet for those who can't attend the National in Oregon. To
be held at Northwest KOA Campground, Union, IL. Sidecar operator course will be offered and
USCA Technical Assistance Group will conduct a technical session following operator course.
Cost is $3.50 per day for camping. Day fee privileges allowed if you do not camp. Extra charge for
electric hookup and motorhome camping. For information, call (708) 333-9167.

June 15, 16, 17 New Hampshire Northeast BMW Club White Mt. Tour & Rally, Yogi Bear's
Jellystone Pk, Ashland, NH. Reg. begins June 15 2 p.m. Pre-reg. campers $28, gate $32. Pre-reg.
non-comeers $23, gate $27. Ind. 2 nights (flawing, 2 meals, door prizes, awards, 'ally pin, tours,
field events. Children under 12 free except for 2 meals. BMW riders & guests. Info: Al Lewis, 136
John St., Hudson Falls, NY 12839 (518) 47-7249

June 16 S. California Ride and HQ. This year is tentatively set for Jim Krautz's house. Those who
want to ride first, meet at Denny's Rexford exit in Sylmar at 11 A.M. for a short, scenic ride. BBQ
is set lo start at 2 P.M. Call Jim for details how where and what to bring. (818) 366- 3179.

June 24 New York Longest Motorcycle Parade in New York, Cruise fora Cure charity ride for Mus-
cular Dystrophy. Top prize, Roundtrip Airfare for two to Orlando FL, i wk use of a HD motor-
cycle, 1 wk use of Daytona Beach Condo for Bike Week '91. Info contact Dan Crowley (716) 626-
0035 or Sharon Brickler (716) 424-6560.

July 14-16 British Columbia 1990 Bigfoot Sidecar Rally, Fort Langley, BC. F Salmon/chicken BBQ,
rides, games. $16/adult pre-reg., $11 kids 6-15, $6 kids 0-5. Additional camping fees $4/adult, $2/
child at site. Motels available. Pre-rag by 6/15 (US registrants use bank draft or MO only). or info:
Jerry Kotanko, 6115 216st RR#11, Langley, BC V3A-6Y3 Canada, call (604) 534-6473 after 6
p.m.

July 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 Oregon National Rally in Coos Bay, Oregon. See ad this issue.



Vol 14 Number 3                                   Page 38                                                       Apr-May’90

July 19, 20, 21, 22 Wyoming Wind River Rally, Riverton, Wyoming. Wind River Road Riders MC
Club. Held in conjunction with Wyoming Centennial and Riverton Rendezvous Celebration. Reg.
noon July 19. $10 for adults, children under 12 free. For further info contact Jerry Forney, 212
Mesquite Circle, Riverton, WY 82501 (307) 856-7674.

July 19, 20, 21, 22 Maine 10th New England Sidecar Rally, tons of activities with group and nearby.
Games, movies, tours, awards. $25 per adult over 11 yrs., pre-reg., $30 per adult after June 30,
children free with paid parents. Send checks to Carl T. Johnson; RR#1, Box 490, New Sharon, ME
04955, phone (207) 778-2524

July 21 Pennsylvania Two-day get together in Amish country, Lancaster, PA. Meet between 1-5 July
21, sign in at motel and go for Dutch Smorgasbord. July 22 breakfast, professional tour of Amish
Country by Dutch County Motorcycle Tours Package cost $104 incl. 2 people, dinners, motel,
breakfast & tour. Send $50 deposit by May 31, 1990 to Charles Croll, PA Chapter Director, 1442
N. Gravel Pike, Perkiomenville, PA 18074, phone (215) 234-4897

July 27-28-29 N. California Sierra Sidecar Spectacular IX, Mariposa, CA. See ad this issue.

June 29, 30, July 1, 2 Quebec 10th Annual National Sidecar Rally of Canadian Sidecar Owners Club,
Domaine de la Frontiere Enchanióe, Havelock, Que., 60 km south of Montreal on NY state border.
Members $70/family, $40/solo; Non-members $75/family, $40/solo. Includes weiner roast, poker
run, tours, games, pins, coffee, awards, use of all campground facilities. Motel & B&B nearby.
Pre-registrants can go to pig BBQ Sunday night. To pre-register, send check or MO to Roger
Symington, 459 Moore Rd., Hemmingford, Qua. JOL 1HO (514) 2473582 or (514) 659-1449.

August 15-18 Ohio Inaugural AMA Homecoming at Athens, Ohio. For information, early registration
benefits, write: Ken Reid, P. 0. Box 6114, Westerville, OH 43081- 6114 or call (614) 891-2425.

August 17, 18, 19 New York • Adirondack Sidecar Rally located at Crows Nest Restaurant, North
Hudson, NY on Rt. 9. Sponsored by Northeast BMW Club. Rally Reg. 4 p.m. Fri., Aug. 11, fee
$20 per person. Free camping, 2 meals, tours, field events, door prizes, awards, rally pin. Anyone
welcome, with a sidecar or without. For info: Al Lewis, 136 John St., Hudson Falls, NY 12839,
(418) 747-7249.

Sept. 7-9 Pennsylvania 2nd Annual Allegheny Sidecar Campcut, Kinzua Pleasant Acres Camp-
ground, Lewis Run, PA. Chili & mashed potatoes dinner Fri., Sat. breakfast run to Bradford, PA 8
a.m., Sot. afternoon run to Kinzua Dam & Blair Clothing Outlet Store, Warren PA 1:30 p.m.
(SHOPPING?), Sat. eve. supper run. Sun. a.m. donuts, worship svc. by Christian MC Assoc. Cost
$8/night camping plus $3/person age 5 & over for expenses. $9 with hookups. Contact hosts: Art
Massey, 280 Congress St., Bradford, PA 1E701 (814) 362-6868 or Jim & Marilyn McManus, 417
Falconer St., Jamestown NY, 14701, (716) 665-6335.

Send your calendar items to: The Sidecarist, 390 Hallson Lane., Ben Lomond, CA 95005 or call
(408) 336-2476.

Coming Events
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Classifieds
MC/SC FOR SALE
1981 GL100 W/1987 EML SIC. New engine

with 35,000 miles, EML has 2000 miles.
Many extras. Garaged. See at 320 Hwy. 101,
Greenfield, CA phone Hilda Reitzel, (408)
6745555.

1982 GOLDWING WITH MOLINE ULTRA
SIDECAR A nice rig $3200. Bill Miller, 2410
W. Charleston, Phoenix, AZ 85023 (602) 863-
1656

1985 ASPENCADE 2-Tone blue color-matched
MOTORVATION for Mula II w/all options.
Professionally mounted and maintained.
Beautiful rig $9000 or b.o. Duane Mallory,
Ashtabula, OH (216) 998-2381

1988 GOLDWING 1500/6 W/MOTORVATION
S/C & MOTORVATION TRAILER, cham-
pagne color-matched, all the extras incl. aux.
fuel tank, radio/CB, custom top & side win-
dows, chrome, lights, racks, etc. Call Warren
Glynn (805) 947-5590 or 3135 E. Ave. Q13,
Palmdale, CA 93550. $14,000.

73 BMWR75 - Windjammer -39K miles -
Krauser bags —JUPITER steel side car. Ex.
cond., $2800. Days 714-9878966, eves. 714-
982-2273, Stacy Tavis, Upland, CA.

RUSSIAN DNEPR sidecar outift, BMW engine,
EML front solo seats, reverse 1983 $4000.
203-758-9372, Richard Elderkin, Middlebury,
CT.

78 HD FLH W76 S/C New color-matched paint,
adj. trail fork. Many new parts & spares.
$6900 obo. Joe Days (708) 361-2280, eves
(708) 3019149. Lockport, IL.

1981 SUZUKI GSI0006 VETTER FAIRING,
BAGS AND TRUNK WITH VETTER
TERRAPLANE. 1700 miles. Excellent condi-
tion. Dennis Kleinheider (314) 433-2645.
Marthasville, MO.

1986 GL1200 SEI 9000 miles. Color-matched
MOTORVATION SIDECAR with 4 gal. aux.
fuel tank. CB. P.O. Box 211, No. Aurora, IL
60542 ph. (708)896-3990

82 GUZZI EL DORADO, 500S STEIB S/C in
rebuild-able cond. Bought in Europe—have all
new factory mounts from Germany. New
fender and wheel. Needs work, parked outside
for a few years. Must quit this foolishness due
to disablity! George Murdoch, 120 Retiro,
Moss Beach, CA 94038 (415) 728-5027

EML GT DOUBLE WIDE mounted to 1984
GL1200 Standard Goldwing with Pilcher Uni4
fairing. Approx. 12,000 miles. Excellent
condition. $6400 OBO, Greg Wakefield, 1940
Haywards Heath, Virginia Beach. VA 23456
(804)-4715528

1985 ASPENCADE WITH 1988 MOTORVA-
TION FORMULA II. Many extras, over
$13000 invested. Will sell for $7000 obo.Call
Rex in Mt. Olive, IL (217) 999-4151.

SIDECARS FOR SALE
TERRAPLANE: I have several bodies for sale or

trade. Body shells are in good condition,
comes in 3 parts, black, replacement parts
available. 206-364-1410, William J. Worldey,
Seattle, WA.

RIG WANTED
BMW K100 WITH EML DOUBLE-WIDE

SIDECAR WANTED. Peter Kerwin, 1302
West Indian Head Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32301
(904) 877-6214

WANTED
GOULDING sidecar or parts, URAL engine

parts, GOULDING literature, WWII HARLEY
& SIDECAR parts & literature, SOUTH
AFRICAN & SOVIET motorcycle/sidecars
and literature. Larry Kirschner, P.O. Box 237,
Gardiner, NY (914) 297-1616.

OTHER NOTICES
GIFTS AND COLLECTABLES. Sculptures,

steins, toys, cards, more! Color catalog $1.00.
MANX USA, Dept. M4, P.O.Box 6427, San
Mateo, CA 94403, 415-3438660

Sidecarist Classifieds are $4 for members and $5
for non-members for two
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