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Lean-out
This issue signifies that 1996, is upon us. And a

few comments are in order about this issue.

You will note that there is no Fox Barks, by
USCA President, Larry DeVos. Larry sends his apolo-
gies, but press time caught both Larry, and wife, Selma
Heaton-DeVos, ill with bronchitis, and poor Selma into
a dose of pneumonia. At deadline time, they were both
dosed up on medication and fairly inoperable.

I hope by the time this issue is printed and gets to
USCA members, that both will be on the road to
recovery and enjoying themselves a bit more.

We have a first in this issue which is the Tri State
Campout, reported on by organizer, Elaine Rajswasser
(and don't ask me how to pronounce that, because I
will undoubtedly get it wrong). In any event, it sounds
like another successful sidecar event is off to a good
start and with a credible attendance for a first time
happening.

David Hough, who is all proper and likes to be
called David L. Hough, and to whom I refer to as
Dave, blew it and missed his deadline for "Instructor
Corner". Seems as how Dave was busy and doing
other stuff to include coaching new sidecarists in a
training class near Seattle. Well, that doesn't stop this
issue from having Hough stuff (sort of rhymes). Dave
gives his views on the MuZ Voyager rig, courtesy of
MCN, as a reprint. Dave also shares his hurried trip to
the USCA National, in another article, which fills the
space that his other piece was supposed to go in, but it
ran too long besides being late, and he is probably all
ready mad about this commentary in the first place.
(Dave is nearly the grouch that I am, but covers it up,
somewhat.)

Kurt Liebhaber provides us with a project piece
on building your own rack for your sidecar, then
USCA SE Regional Director, Spencer Bennett, gives
us a tour of the AMA Vintage Days... right up to an
ape-hanger Cushman Eagle. (Don't ask... just look at
the article.)

USCA member Bob Freeman, went to a lot of
trouble to share a BS (before sidecar) trip with us from
over a decade ago, out of his touring library, which I
felt members would enjoy, while they are
weathersurpressed and could use some travel dialog.

It's called "Mile Post Zero" and you'll find it different
from what it sounds like.

Ed Johnson takes us to a Vintage BMW meet,
and for us non-Beemer-philes, sneaks in some good
info on a famous old British sidecar... which if you
could read the small print, claims to be the "Revenge of
the Titanic".

I then put in my two-cents worth and tell you as
little as possible about Sturgis, 1995, underlining the
fact that besides the sidecars that show up, some
historical past motorcycling personalities are always
honored there every year, by the National Motorcycle
Museum and Hall of Fame. (I can't boast much
because they sent me there on a Kawasaki Vulcan 800
this year, with no sidecar.)

Events and Classified Ads get a bit thin at this
time of year, but there are still some offerings to check
into, whether you are looking for a used rig or trying to
plan next summer's schedule while you watch the
lousy weather outside.

Not otherwise visibly active is USCA MW
Director, Greg TenBrook, who continues to provide the
title type for our various articles, and in the process,
saves USCA a lot of funds. Again, a tip of the hat to
Greg for his help over the past year and into 1996.

1996 holds more in store, because the knowl-
edgeable, J.R. Ewing, begins a series of articles in the
next issue, dealing with various aspects of sidecar
handling, from which we will all learn something. As
J.R. puts it, he doesn't have any credentials, but he has a
lot of miles on sidecars, he's tried a lot of modifications
by trial and error, has practical experience on what
works and what doesn't, and will begin sharing some
of it with us, to hopefully, increase our competence as
sidecarists.

Then again, I told J.R. I'm beyond help, but I'll
welcome his information, anyway.
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Letters
NEWS FROM GB
Dear Editor:

Everytime SIDECARIST lands in our post box, I
read it eagerly and I felt it was about time I began to "put
something back" as we say over here.

Firstly, I will begin by introducing us. Lou, my
husband, is the Legal Officer of the Federation of
Sidecar Clubs (FOSC), which is probably why we
receive a copy of SIDECARIST in the first place, and
he rides a Trident with sidecar and Honda 600 Shadow
and works as a fireman. Jody, my almost 18 year old
Son, is just "himself" and not very interested in bikes
even though he was in my sidecar at 12 days old but he
is into surfing and cycling.

He has just finished college and is starting anap-
prenticeship as a refrigerator engineer. Me, I'm
Anne, who has a lengthy history with motorcycling,
motorcycle clubs and Riders Rights Groups and I am, at
present, a Riders Rights Rep for the Womens Interna-
tional Motorcycle Association GB (WIMA GB). I ride
the trident, Honda 600 Shadow, Moto Guzzi 850 and
my 200 Honda Benley which I use for work. My work
is at the City hospital in Bristol in the Drug Information
Unit. I ride a bike every day and to ride bikes, with or
without sidecar, is my "fix".

My bikes are not my hobby, they are my way of
life even though the roads in GB are too crowded. My
hobbies are studying American Indian history and
culture and, for relaxation, I go to a ceramics class one
evening a week.

We are kept very busy here with Riders Rights.
There is always pending national legislation together
with pending European legislation from Brussels, the
EEC headquarters in Belgium.

This year has been quite special for us as we
replaced my old Moto Guzzi T3/Watsonian Monaco
which has traveled over 250,000 miles with a new
Triumph Trident with a Watsonian GP Sports on the
side. The Trident is a lovely motorcycle and the engine
superb -- in fact we both only have two complaints, the
seat is too hard and the handlebar grips too hard and
thin. Apart from that it is beautiful. We have had this
since mid May this year and at the time of writing this in
early September have traveled 6,500 miles on it already.

As you can imagine, to accumulate this mileage,
we have been traveling to many sidecar rallies. In
England we are lucky because the Clubs in the FOSC
arrange camping weekends and rallies during the
whole of the summer months and sometimes during
the winter! I don't camp in the winter, I am too soft but
Lou and, sometimes Jody, go to the Dragon Rally in
February. I expect you have heard of this as it is a very
old traditional rally which has been going for nearly 35
years I think and is held in North Wales in Snowdonia.
Weather for this can vary from lots of snow to lots of
rain to hot sunshine -- the weather in GB is never
predictable!

The "summer" this year, however, seems to be
going on for much longer. Not the warmth or daylight
hours but the rallies we want to go to stretch right into
November!

In mid September we go over to Berlaar in
Belgium for a sidecar rally which is just one big party
from the time we arrive until we leave. If ever any of
you are in Belgium at this time of year you must go to
the Berlaar Rally, you will have a great time and
Belgian beer is the most wonderful -- you haven't
tasted anything until you've tasted a Trappist Triple!!!

Maybe I will write on one of the rallies for
SIDECARIST, if your readers are interested or maybe
our trip planned for next year to the Czech Republic
where the WIMA International Rally is to be held. We
are looking forward very much to this trip.

As I told you, I am very interested in American
Indian Culture and would be interested to have a pen
pal who originates from any of the many Nations --
even better one who rides motorcycles. If there is such
a person who reads SIDECARIST, then I should love
to hear from you.

It is my ambition to take a pilgrimage to
Wounded Knee, to visit Lakota, Oglala and Navajo,
maybe also get to Montana and visit the Blackfoot.
Maybe when I retire but I should love to go on my
bike which is a little difficult. Two very good friends
of mine are in the USA as I write this. They are also
interested in American Indian Culture and I await their
return and all their news.

I am also very interested in Irish history but have
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Letters..
only been to Ireland once which is shameful because I
live so close. Again, if any of you want to go to Ireland,
please do so before it is spoilt. It is the most amazing
country, so wonderful and green (and wet) and lazy. Its
people are the friendliest I have ever met in my life and
the Guinness is superb.

So sidecarring friends across the Atlantic, it's
great to read your magazine and through it get to know
more about your sidecar adventures. Ride safe,

Anne Dewland, "Pigsty Palace", 158 Fairlyn
Drive. Kingswood, Bristol, England, 8515 4PZ.

COVER RIG.
Dear Editor:

On the front cover of the July-August issue of the
SIDECARIST, you showed a picture of a sidecar
owned by Virgil and Crickett Kidd, at the 1995 Doo-
Dah Rally, that was locally made.

It looks like it has a 3:00x16 inch rim on it. Is
there any way I can get the address or phone number of
the person who made it, or anybody that builds a
sidecar with a 3:00x16 inch wheel on it? I think a
Friendship I or II has the same wheel, but I'm not sure.

Thank you.

Michael A. Le Mar #5185 Cridersville, Ohio

WANTS INDIAN S/C INFO.
Dear Editor:

I have two "Indian" sidecars to restore, that are in
a sorry state. The only parts usable are the backs and
the iron bar braces from the inside.

This is where some of our members may be able
to assist. Can someone tell me if the floor was wood or
steel, and how it was fixed to the sides' bottom flange. I
cannot find any evidence of screw holes or spot welds.

One "chair" will go on a 1938 "Chief", already
nearing completion, but has been road tested. The other
I have no idea of the motive power at present. With
these "chairs" I am in the process of making a male and

female mold with fiberglass one inch thick, to press the
front coamings.

I think it will work out OK. Not impossible,
although the impossible takes a mite longer.

Yours faithfully,

Ron Thompson #4740 P.O. Box 160, Alice
Springs 0871 Northern Territory Australia

IDENTITY SOUGHT.
Dear Editor:

I would appreciate any information you or your
readers could provide to me concerning the true
identity of my sidecar rig and the history of the com-
pany which manufactured it. If anyone has a sales
brochure from this company for 1973, I would be
interested in purchasing it or a copy of it.

Since I bought my rig from the original owner, I
know it was put together in 1973. It is a Honda CB750
with a "Spirit Of America" sidecar. "Spirit Of America"
is what I call the sidecar. I have been told by others that
it is a "Spirit Eagle" sidecar. What are the differences
between the two models? What features were standard
on the sidecar and what options were available? When
did the manufacturer first start out in the sidecar
business and what was their history leading up to their
going out of business? Or are they still in business
under different ownership?

It would be nice knowing more about my sidecar
and its true identity, so when I register for events I can
state with confidence what I have. I thank you and all
your readers in advance for any information they can
share with me on this subject.

Bruce D. Stephens #1956 Bethlehem, PA 18015

ESCORT INSURANCE
WARNING.
Dear Editor:

I was somewhat shocked to receive the Novem-
ber issue of MOTORCYCLE CONSUMER NEWS,
and read a warning to the effect that escort duty may be
putting you at serious risk. In any event, here are some



Vol 20 Number 1                                   Page 6                                                     Jan-Feb’96

Letters..
of the highlights of the MCN warning.

They were recently contacted by the president of
a BMW club in New Mexico, concerning a member
who had been providing escort duty, for a charity
bicycle race, while riding his motorcycle. During this
event the rider was involved in an accident. When he
contacted his insurance agency, he was shocked to find
out his insurance would not cover him.

The club president then contacted his own
insurance company, and a few others, getting the same
answer: the policies would not cover any liability or
damages incurred by their clients while providing
escort assistance for bicycle races.

MCN then contacted both Diaryland and Pro-
gressive, among others, being told: "We don't insure
any motorcycles or other motor vehicles used in any
manner during the preparation or running of any
prearranged or organized activity involving racing,
speed, demolition or stunting contests...".

Recommendation: Ask the event organizer for
written proof of coverage before you agree to partici-
pate.

Ed Johnson #1 Manhattan, Illinois

RIDE FOR THE LAW.
Dear Editor:

My name is Gary Lyons and I am a police officer
with the City of Falls Church Police Department in
Falls Church, Virginia. As someone with more than 20
years in law enforcement, I am extremely proud of our
brotherhood and feel blessed to have been in our
profession.

For the last 30 years I have also been a motor-
cycle enthusiast. My old butt has ridden many a mile. A
number of years ago I did my first memorial Day
"Rolling Thunder" ride. Seeing all those Vets honoring
their fallen comrades was an unforgettable experience
and I hope to take part every year.

The experience of "Rolling Thunder" is the
reason I'm writing you today. I am asking for your help
in organizing a Ride For The Law to honor our own
fallen brothers and sisters.

The idea would be to assemble at the Pentagon
on the Sunday before National Peace Officers Memo-
rial day, May 15, 1996. We would start assembling at
9:00a.m. and the ride to the Law Enforcement memo-
rial would leave at Noon.

I would appreciate it if you would put this
information in your newsletter to see how many would
be interested in participating.

I will also be contacting every motor unit in the
U.S. and requesting that at least one motorman take
part.

In order for planning to go forward, I need to
know how many of you will be attending. I need to
hear from you as soon as possible and by no later than
January 1, 1996. Help make the Ride For The Law, a
reality. Let's honor our fallen brothers and sisters. Let's
come together for the common cause.

MPO Gary G. Lyons

c/o City of Falls Church P.D., 300 Park Avenue
Falls Church, VA 22046

[This letter was received late enough beyond
deadline that it barely made this issue, which means it
will probably reach readers after the January 1, 1996,
mentioned cutoff date. In any event, interested persons
contact would probably still be welcomed by Officer
Lyons ed]

DEADLINE ISSUE
08 Jan.'96 Mar-Apr.'96

11 Mar.'96 May-Jun.'96

06 May.'96 Jul-Aug.I96

01 Jul.'96 Sep-Oct.'96

09 Sep.'96 Nov-Dec.'96

11 Nov.'96 Jan-Feb.'97
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Everything Else
NEW MOTORVATION FENDER

Motorvation Engineering recently introduced yet
another fender for their Spyder H-D Classic sidecar.
Called the FLH Style Fender, it is fitted with a late
model Harley taillight. Motorvation claims the Spyder
H-D is designed to have the look expressed by the new
but classic motorcycles like the Harley Heritage Softail
and FLH models.

For more information, contact Motorvation
Engineering at 941 4th Ave., Sibley, IA 51249.
(712)754-3664.

CERTIFICATE OF LONGEVITY
On October 22, 1995, at a meeting of the North

America 40+ Touring Riders, De Kalb, Illinois, United
Sidecar Association members Crandall Weaver and Ed
Johnson, were awarded the organization's Certificate of
Longevity which includes a lifetime membership.

TAM COMMUNICATIONS PROMOTIONS
TAM Communications publishes a variety of

magazines, including AMERICAN IRON MAGA-
ZINE, THUNDER ALLEY, AMERICAN IRON
CHRISTMAS, INDIAN MOTORCYCLE ILLUS-
TRATED, OLD BIKE JOURNAL and MOTOR-
CYCLE TOUR & TRAVEL. Publisher, Buzz Kanter,
recently announced that Joshua Cho had been ap-
pointed editor of MOTORCYCLE TOUR &
TRAVEL, which was launched in the spring of 1993.
According to Kanter, MCT&T has quickly become the
most popular magazine in its field, with editorial
sharply focused on the needs and experiences of
motorcycle touring and long distance riders. Cho,
working with TAM since 1994, commutes to work on
his Harley FXR or Honda ST1100, year round.

Kanter also announced David Rodrigues pro-
moted from Newsstand Sales Coordinator to Single
Copy Sales Manager, overseeing sales and marketing
in all motorcycle shops, retailers, magazine stands and
motorcycle events. He added that in spite of recent
general softness in the single copy sales market, TAM
sales have held their own or increased.

For more information, contact TAM at 1010
Summer St., Stamford, CT 06905. (203) 425-8777. Photo: David L. Hough

25th ANNIVERSARY PLANS
Doug Bingham, the organizer behind the Griffith

Park Sidecar Rally, has plans for making the 1996
Rally a bit more special, due to the fact that it will be
the 25th such Rally, going all the way back to 1971.
Doug is hoping to coax owners into showing up with
some very special rigs, rarely seen. He is also talking
about the possibility of a special catered saturday night
dinner at the Griffith Park site.

Interested sidecarists should contact Doug at Side
Strider, Inc., 15838 Arminta St., Unit 25, Van Nuys,
CA 91406. (818)780-5542. Doug is open to ideas on
how to make this quite a special Griffith Park Sidecar
Rally, in late October of 1996. More information will
be released as plans are firmed up.

URAL AMERICA MOVES
In a notice received, October 11, 1995, Ural

America, Inc., has changed its address from the old
Bellevue, WA, location to: 1-90 Preston Industrial
Park, 8146 304th Ave. S.E., Preston, WA 98050.
Phone: (206)222-7738, FAX: (206)222-7739.

In another Ural America communication, it was
announced that the suggested price of the standard Ural
motorcycle and sidecar had been cut back to $5,995.00.
This was accomplished by deleting the motorcycle
fairing and sidecar windscreen, since a large number of
buyers reportedly wanted the combo without these
features. Fairings and windscreens will still be avail-
able but as options.
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Rally

By Elaine Rajwasser
It seems hard to believe, after a year of

planning, but our first ever, Tri State Sidecar
Campout and Craft Show, has come and gone.
The three day event, August 11-13, 1995, at the
Cedar Ridge Campground, Montague, New
Jersey, was attended by over 50 people.

The highlight of the event was a Tri State
Tour through the hills and more hills of Pennsyl-
vania, New York and New Jersey.

On our tour, we visited the home of Zane
Grey, father of the western novel. Next, we
crossed the oldest suspension bridge in America,
the Roebling Bridge. Once in New York State, all
were treated to a view of the Delaware River, as
they rode down Route 97 to Port Jervis, and back
to the campground.

On their own self-guided tours, campers
visited Bushkill Falls and local antique shops.

Breakfast and dinner runs took us to all
three states.

The Craft Show, Saturday, was enjoyed by
all who attended. Our only regret was that those
on the tour missed all that there was to offer.
Plans underway for next year's rally, include
making the Tri State Tour begin earlier, and the
Craft Show end later.

TRI-STATE SIDECAR CAMPOUT AND CRAFT SHOW

The awards ceremony, Saturday night, took
place around the campfire. Winners were:

Long Distance Sidecar Driver: Male -- Bill
Wilson, Sharon, Ontario, Canada;

Female -- Marilyn McManus, Jamestown, NY

Oldest Male Driver: Charles Claflin,
Woonsocket, Rhode Island.

Oldest FemaleDriver: Alice Lauterbach,
Brooklyn, New York.

Oldest Couple: Charles and Arlene Claflin.

Youngest Passenger: Emily Sikora -- 7 yo

As a special treat, we honored Gus Irwin,
who would be 80 years old on August 21st, and
Art Massey, who would be 61 on August 26th,
with a birthday cake and a great rendition of
Happy Birthday.

Breakfast, Sunday morning, was served by
our Cedar Ridge Committee, who did a great job
of keeping things going all week end.

George and I would like to thank all who
attended, and a special thanks to Jim McManus
for his encouragement along the way.

The Second Annual Tri-State Sidecar
Campout and Craft Show, is tentatively sched-
uled for August 9-11, 1996.

The tour gathers in the parking lot of the Zane Grey Museum.
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Returning to the campground at Montague, New Jersey.

String of rigs on the tour through Pennsylvania, New York and New Jersey.

Rally
TRI-STATE SIDECAR CAMPOUT AND CRAFT SHOW
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I HAD JUST checked into a motel in
Temecula, out in the high desert southeast of Los
Angeles. It was time for dinner. Besides, I'd had
about as much fun as I could handle pushing the
Silver Star sidecar rig through the afternoon
winds. Even before the engine had a chance to
tinktink away the heat of a fast freeway run, it
had attracted a curious bystander, a teacherly-
looking gentleman.

"Excuse me, but I couldn't help noticing
your motorcycle. I don't know anything about
sidecars, but I appreciate rare and unique ve-
hicles. I'm not a motorcyclist, but I could see
myself driving a rig like that around town. Could
you tell me something about it?"

Such conversations occur over and over to
the sidecar operator, and most of us consider
conversations with locals one of the attractions
of piloting a "hack." Motorcyclists who become
parents can appreciate that children won't fall out
of a sidecar when they fall asleep. Friends and
relatives who normally sniff at motorcycles will
consider getting into a sidecar. People with
physical handicaps know that a three-wheeler

Bike Test

doesn't fall down when it comes to a stop. For
motorcycle camping trips, the sidecar can pack
more stuff. And on slippery surfaces such as
gravel or oily pavement, a three-wheeler can be
slid around with little fear of falling down.
Beyond those practical consideratons, sidecar
rigs are an extension of motorcycling that a few
of us enjoy as an alternate to our two-wheeled
travels. We just like to drive these strange, off-
centered, out-of-balance three-wheelers. It
doesn't have to be a rational decision.

Of course, the Temecula teacher had no way
of knowing that the MZ Silver Star Gespann
motorcycle/sidecar combination is even more
rare and unique than he realized. There are lots
of sidehacks around that have been put together
by their owners, but the MZ outfit is one of only
two sidecar models available in the U.S. as
assembled vehicles, and there aren't many on the
roads yet. Yes, you can argue that Harley-David-
son sells sidecars, but you buy the sidecar as a
separate accessory and then get it attached to
your two-wheeled Harley. The only other as-
sembled sidecar combination available in the
U.S. is the Russian Ural.
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Bike Test..
MZ motorcycles have been

built in Germany since 1921.
MZ (Motorrad-und Zweirad-
werk Gmbh) are located in
Zschopau, a small town in the
rolling hills of eastern Germany
between Karl-Marx-Stadt and
the Ceskoslovensko (Czecho-
slovakia) frontier. Across the
border, the Czech Jawa factory
makes those sturdy little Velo-
rex sidecars that have been
available in the U.S. for the
past several decades. During the
cold war, the East German MZs
were unavailable on this side of
the "pond," but were considered
cheap and popular transporta-
tion in Europe and Great
Britain.

The proximity of MZ to
Jawa makes it practical to
assemble completed motor-

cycle/sidecar combinations, and
American Jawa Ltd. is import-
ing them to North America.
Jawa is offering several differ-
ent styles of MZ motorcycles.
The Silver Star Gespann is the
Rotax-powered sidecar rig.

TAKING IT FOR A RIDE
Enough about history.

Let's take the Silver Star
Gespann for a ride. The engine
is an Austrian-built 500cc
Rotax single, world-renowned
for reliability. A bulletproof
engine is important here,
because pushing a loaded
sidecar rig down the road with
only 29 ponies requires the
throttle to be screwed wide
open most of the time. We rode
the little rig under a variety of
conditions, from creeping city
traffic to desert freeway, includ-
ing some twisty mountain
passes, and we worked it hard.
To its credit, it didn't break.

The Rotax is electric start,
and fires up willingly on full
choke. It comes jetted lean and
requires lots of warmup before
the choke can be turned off,
even in warm weather. There is
also a kick-start lever and a
compression release for manual
starting in the event of an
electrical zit. Since the electrics
never failed, I didn't bother to
try the kick-starting drill.
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Bike Test..
The Rotax engine has that broad torque

curve characteristic of thumpers, and spins with
minimal vibration even at legal highway speeds.
The outfit maxes out at about 75 mph on level
pavement, but modest winds or hills reduce
maximum speed considerably, as we would
expect with a smallish engine. Practical cruising
speed is around 55-60 mph. We're not talking the
same blazing horsepower of a sportbike here;
this is your basic single-cylinder piston flogging
up and down. Obviously, small rigs like this are
happier putting around town than out on the
superslabs competing with aggressive traffic.

Once under way, the gearbox shifts best
with everything spinning. The five gearbox ratios
are fine. Rev up the single until it gives out that
characteristic Rotax "rattle," then load the lever
with your toe and snick up a gear as you fan the
clutch. Downshifts are reasonably smooth when
the throttle is blipped to synchronize engine revs
to transmission speed. The transmission has
somewhat notchy shifts, but it never jumped out
of gear during our tests.

Although first gear is a bit tall for starting
on hills, the clutch seems willing to take the
abuse. The available specifications don't describe
the clutch design, but it feels like a multi-plate
wet clutch; dragging slightly forward even when
the lever is against the grip. The dragging clutch
makes it difficult to find neutral when stopped. If
you intend to shift into neutral, it's necessary to
find it while you're still rolling.

Brakes are good. The front wheel is
equipped with a single 11" disc with a twin-
piston hydraulic caliper that says MZ but looks a
lot like the respected Brembo stoppers used on
BMW machines. Even though the front wheel
has a single disc, it is up to the task of stopping
the combo, although forceful stops will result in
nose-dive. The rear drum is more than adequate,
and the sidecar wheel also has a drum brake
activated by a linkage to the rear brake pedal.
There are those of us who prefer drum rear
brakes over discs, and these units work fine.

THE SIDECAR
The sidecar body isn't huge, but it's big

enough for a full-size adult, with nice-looking
stitched upholstery, a footrest and a grab handle.
There is an additional cover that snaps on to
protect the interior when parked. The rear of the
sidecar body behind the seat is a spacious trunk,
accessed by unlocking the seat back and popping
it forward. There is also a luggage rack on the
back of the sidecar, where additional gear can be
strapped. The nicely curved windshield is small
and bolted to the dash in a nearly vertical posi-
tion, but it does provide good wind protection
and relatively easy entry for the passenger. The
sidecar rides on a swingarm suspended by a
shock absorber.

Specifications call for the car to set up
vertically, as shown here, rather than leaned-

out, which is more common. The fully-
enclosed 0-ring chain should be an example

for all the other OEMs to follow.
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The Silver Star rig has some other nice
features. It's chain drive, but the chain is en-
closed by a clever plastic shroud around the
sprocket, with rubber bellows enclosing the
chain runs. Keeping road crud off the chain will
improve it's life considerably, especially when
ridden in the wet. The metal bike fenders actually
cover the tires for that old-fashioned-looking but
useful purpose of keeping road gorp down when
it rains. The plastic sidecar fender has good
coverage, and carries the right sidelights. A
clever parking brake has been added to the rear
brake linkage. Pushing down a curving lever
under the left-side passenger peg engages a cam
against the brake that applies the rear brake and
holds it on.
HANDLING

Smaller rigs such as this ought to handle
reasonably well. The wet weight is only 525 lbs.
Of course, we expect cornering a hack at speed
to require considerably more energy and body
english than on a comparable two-wheeler. To
help prevent flips, and to make steering a bit
easier, hanging off toward the inside of turns is
essential. And sidecar enthusiasts soon learn to
use front brake and throttle together in right-
handers. The Silver Star accelerates reasonably
well in a straight line, but steering requires
considerable effort. Some sidecarists assume that
King Kong steering effort is an inescapable fact
of hack handling, but steering can be made
easier, and I prefer to optimize handling where
possible.

Handling is affected by setup as well as
design. As delivered, this rig wasn't aligned well.
Part of the problem is that the specifications in
the owner's manual call for the motorcycle to be
set up vertical rather than leaned out away from
the sidecar, as is common sidecar practice.

After some "shade-tree" leanout adjust-
ments, steering became easier, but never really
light. In my opinion, this combination would
benefit from further reduction in trail. My crude
measurements hinted that front wheel trail is
about 3". I think it would handle much better if
the front wheel were kicked forward yet another

Bike Test..
inch, and the sidecar moved back to the limits of
the mounts.

The Silver Star rig is fun to drive around
town or for short trips. We carried several differ-
ent passengers in the sidecar, and all reported a
reasonably comfortable and enjoyable ride. Most
fun of all is watching the double-takes of other
drivers and pedestrians as we pass by, or grinning
at the passenger's expression when "flying the
car." The big advantage of the MZ outfit is that it
is a complete rig with everything needed to
motor down the road. The prospective sidecar
owner doesn't have to do any clever suspension
engineering or fabricate special mounts to obtain
a reasonably good-handling rig.
MODIFICATIONS FOR SIDECAR USE

The MZ Silver Star motorcycle has been
modified specifically for sidecar use. It is in-
tended to stay attached to the sidecar. Both front
and rear wheels have been reduced in diameter.
The front wheel is sized down to a 16" hoop,
same as the sidecar wheel. The reduction in
diameter reduces steering trail, and helps ease
steering effort slightly. The smaller rear wheel
diameter helps lower the gearing and allows use
of a cheaper, more durable rear tire. A 15" auto-
mobile-style wheel rim takes a 125R15 radial car
tire.

While each wheel/brake is an excellent
choice for its corner of the machine, the wheels
are not interchangeable, and there is no spare.
Remember, spoked wheels require innertubes.
With this machine, you'll want to find your old
tire irons and carry a patch kit.

There is a tool kit on the Silver Star, carried
in a pod on the left side. The tool kit lid is
screwed closed, but the screwdriver is inside. A
penny works fine as an emergency screwdriver to
get the toolkit open. What's inside the kit may
not solve your wrenching needs, however. It's
pretty basic. There wasn't even an alien wrench
for adjusting the handlebar controls, for example,
or the big wrenches needed for sidecar align-
ment.
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The front fork is the same hydraulically-
damped telescopic style as the "solo" Silver Star,
but the supporting tube and springs are stronger
to handle the increased loads demanded by the
sidecar. The front end is further augmented by a
Tarozzi "Breveto" fork brace to help keep the
sliders aligned, and a very nice adjustable
"Tounnax" steering damper to help iron out
steering wiggles.

The rear end is supported by conventional
shocks, adjustable for preload. They have tubular
covers that enclose the springs to further keep
road grit off the damper tubes. A nice touch.
ENGINE STUFF

The Rotax engine is a 494cc SOHC four-
valve single. It produced 29 hp on our dyno. The
sidecar version of the engine uses a Bing CV
carb similar to vintage BMW boxers. Engine
lubrication is dry sump. That is, the oil is con-
stantly pumped out of the sump and to an oil
tank, to reduce rotating friction. The oil tank is a
boxy upper frame member under the fuel tank.
The dipstick is right behind the steering head,
which makes it very easy to check oil level.

We have very little data on the ignition
system. We suspect the ignition system on the
sidecar engine is the same as on the solo ma-
chine, which is listed as "kontaktlose
Kondensatorzundung, vollelektronisch mit
Zundverstellung." Our rough translation is,
"electronic ignition with expensive black box."
Fortunately for American sidecar owners. the
sidecar supplement is in English.

MZ will soon be offering a Yamaha 660
thumper-powered two-wheeler, the "Skorpion
Sport." The extra cubes would be welcome to
help pull a sidecar rig around. We'll have to wait
and see if MZ puts together a Skorpion/sidecar
combination.
YES, BUT...

If you've had the sidecar urge rolling around
in the back of your mind, the Silver Star Gespann
is worth looking at, especially if you aren't an
experienced sidecar pilot. As an assembled rig,
it's pretty good. You can have a completed outfit

Bike Test..
ready to ride, without having to modify your
current two-wheeler.

But before you toss your plastic card on the
counter to seal the deal, take a hard look at the
bottom line. List price of the outfit is $7995.
That's a lot of greenbacks. It isn't that the rig is
an exotic machine—it's because our poor old
dollar has taken such a beating in exchange for
Deutsche Marks. You might go into sticker shock
as the dealer tacks on delivery, setup and prepa-
ration charges before adding the tax and license.
A realistic bottom line to drive the completed rig
off the showroom floor is somewhere in the
neighborhood of $9000.

Considering the simplicity of setting up the
rig and the probability you'll have to align it
anyway after you get it home, you might ask
about buying the sidecar in the crate and putting
it together yourself. The owner's manual explains
the details with nice illustrations. Whether you
buy the rig already put together or bolt it up
yourself, you will probably need to increase
leanout of the motorcycle away from the sidecar
to neutralize steering pull, in which case you'll be
aligning everything again anyway.

If you do spring for a sidecar rig with no
prior sidecar experienced, bear in mind that a
three-wheeler is not simply a motorcycle with an
additional accessory on the side. An outfit is an
entirely different vehicle from either a two-
wheeler or an automobile, and therefore demands
different driving skills. We discussed sidecars in
the July and August, 1994 issues, including
references to other sidecar information.

For additional Information about Jawa or
MZ products, call or write to:

American Jawa Ltd., 185 Express Street,
Plainview, New York 11803 Telephone: (516)
938-2080 or (516) 938-3210 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
EST, M–F
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PERFORMANCE PARAMETERS
Average Fuel Economy 35 mpg

Maximum Horsepower* .29 hp

Maximum Torque* 25.1 lb-ft

Theoretical Top Speed* 100 mph

MSRP $7995

Wet Weight: 525 lbs.

Warranty 12 mo., 7500 mile

Maintenance interval 7500 miles

* As measured on the Cyde City Dynojet Model
100 Dynamometer

STANDARD MAINTENANCE
Item  Time Parts Labor

Oil & Filter 0.5 $12.10+12.00 $21.00

Air Filter 0.5 $21.94 $21.00

Valve Adjust 1.0 $42.00

Battery 025 $10.50

Final Drive 0.25 n/a $10.50

R/R Rear Whl 0.5 n/a $21.00

Change Plugs 0.25 $2.00 $10.50

Adjust cart 0.25 n/a $10.50

Totals 3.5 $47.04 $147.00

Note: Theoretical Top Speed is a calculated, not
a measured speed and is based on the sug-
gested maximum engine speed by the manu-
facturer, the gear ratio, and the overall diam-
eter of the tire.  It has little meaning.  The
actual top speed is based on the rolling and
wind resistance of the vehicle, and on the gear
used at full throttle response for the specific
road conditions - grade, windage prevailing.
Added - Hal Kendall - 11/30/2005

SPECIFICATIONS:
- 1995 MZ SILVER STAR GESPANN

ENGINE
type: OHC, air-cooled
size/layout : 494cc, single
bore/stroke 89mm x 79.4mm
valves per cylinder: 4
comp. ratio. 9  2:1
carburetion: Bing 64/33/304 CV, 1.3”
exhaust 2-1
DRIVE TRAIN
transmission: 5-speed
final drive:  Enclosed 5/8' x 1/4' O-ring chain
DIMENSIONS
wheelbase: 53.98”
rake/rail: n/a
ground clearance 6.5”
seat height 31.5”
GVWR: .1102 lbs.
wet weight: 525 lbs.
carrying capacity: 577 lbs.(inc. 247 in s/c)
SUSPENSION
front non-adjustable hydraullic damped

telescopicfork; 6.5” travel
rear dual shocks adj. preload; 4.14” travel
BRAKES
front 280mm single disc w/twin piston,

double-action caliper
rear 160mm mechanical drum w/park brake
sidecar Simplex mechanical drum, cable-actuated
TIRES & SPOKED WHEELS, SW
front 3.25x16 Michelin M38 w 16” x 2.5" SW
rear 125x15 Michelin Radial X on 15”x3”SW
sidecar 3.25x16 Michelin M38 on 16” x 2.5”SW
ELECTRICS
battery.. 12V, 14AH
ignition: electronic with digital advance
headlight 60/55W, H4
FUEL
tank capacity: 3 4 gal.
high/low/avg. mileage43/35/38
MISCELLANEOUS
instruments: speedo, tack, odometer, tripmeter
indicators: oil, hi-beam, t/s, neutral
MSRP: $7995
warranty. 12 months, 7500 miles
colors Silver
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Bike Test..
Tester’s Log.

 This little outfit rewarded me with a lot of pure fun
every tine I took it out for a ride, or even just to run some
errands. And sometimes, that's all the excuse you really
need for liking something.

It's a very basic motorcycle/sidecar combination, yet
has some worthy refinements that make it much more
than just a motorcycle with a sidecar bolted onto it. Like
the long life automotive rear tire, the parking brake and
the steering damper.

I've ridden quite an assortment of rigs, some more
powerful and some that handle better, but the bottom line
is that I think a lot of motorcyclists would be surprised at
just how much fun they could get out of this little combo.

—Bob Anderson
I'm not a great fan of sidehacks—I leave that end of

the business to guys who enjoy them, like Anderson and
Hough—and this rig did little to change my mind.
Admittedly it was lighter and somewhat easier to handle
than other combos I've tried, but it also vibrated more and
seemed too underpowered. Sustaining a speed sufficient
to keep from being trampled in Southern California
traffic, while carrying myself and a passenger in the car,
meant straining that poor one-lung Rotax to its absolute
limits. And I don't like having nothing in reserve.

The Silver Star solo was another story altogether.
Once unshackled from the cumbersome chair, the Classic
was an almost-adequate commuter or runabout. In
comparison to modern Japanese machines of the same
size it would come up severely short in nearly every
specification, but there's something to be said for simplic-
ity and nostalgia. And for those of us who grew up on the
bikes of the Sixties, the Silver Star is a time machine. So
much so that during the week I rode it around, over a
dozen people asked me how old that "antique bike" they
saw me on was. I liked that.

—Fred Rau
My experience with hacks is admittedly limited.

Come to think of it, this is the only hack I've ever ridden.
For a first-time hacker, the MZ was easy to learn on. After
a five-minute tutorial by Bob Anderson in our parking lot,
I had the basics pretty well covered. By the third day, I
was "flying" the sidecar like a vet. And with a little
practice, I learned to slide the rig around speedway-style.

This was getting fun. Unfortunately, it wasn't long before I
yearned for more power. Twenty-nine ponies just isn't
enough steam to push a second person around. Dirt track
racers have been using the same basic engine for years, so
at least there are plenty of hop-up parts available.

With a constant push on the bars necessary to go
straight and no wind protection the Gespann requires lots
of work. Combined with a mediocre seat and a heathy
dose of engine vibration, you soon learn that this rig was
not made for the long haul. That's too bad because the
sidecar is pretty comfy, even over bumpy roads.

The Classic made much better use of the same
engine and was a lot of fun to ride around without a
sidecar attached. The short wheelbase and light weight
feel at home on the twistiest of roads. I just can't help but
think how much more fun I could have with a 60-hp Ron
Wood motor lurking underneath. That would be a  ride.

—Lee Parks
The MZ is really a bare-bones rig, and the mildly-

tuned Rotax engine is limited on power—probablya good
thing considering the brakes aren't up to any seriously
quick stopping maneuvers.

Sidecar accomodatlons are cramped. The passenger
must step on the seat to enter the car, and leg room is
limited. If any of your passengers are, well, large, you'd
better have a crowbar on hand to perform extractions. My
usual passenger complained about the spartan
accomodations, and absolutely forbade any flight maneu-
vers, but was entranced by the MZ's funky retro look. She
thought it was cute.

No, I won't buy an MZ. But If you buy one I'll come
over and wheedle a chance to play with it. Despite my
complaints, I had fun with this rig. It's probably a good
first sidecar outfit for beginners, and the price is right.

The solo MZ seemed primitive but familiar. Unlike
my old Norton single, it didn't shed any parts while I was
riding it. Now if the Rotax wizard would just inject a few
more horsepower? Nah, then I'd have to improve the
brakes, then the suspension would need some help, then
the... forget it! If you like the concept, just buy the MZ for
what it is—a lightweight fun machine with a look that
takes you back to the Sixties. Gilding this lily would be an
endless  project.

 —Bob Erikson
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The sidecar brake is activated by a lever
underneath the rear brake pedal.

THE "SOLO" SILVER STAR

A similar two-wheeled Silver Star "Classic
500" is available at two thousand fewer green-
backs. We borrowed the Classic to compare the
performance against the Silver Star Gespann
outfit.

The solo thumper uses the same Rotax
engine, but sucks fuel through a Dell 'Orto carb
rather than a Bing. Wheels are both 18". The
front tire is 90/90 x 18; the rear tire is 110/80 x
18. Curiously, the sidecar rig has a centerstand,
while the Classic has only a sidestand. The
sidestand is nicely positioned, but it's spring-
loaded to flip up when you pull the bike upright.

The Classic 500 handles like a classic. That
is, like an ancient BSA thumper, or perhaps a
'70s vintage Honda 450. It corners fine, but the
skinny tires don't provide much confidence, and
it's easy to slide out the rear end just from dab-
bing at the rear brake. It's a pretty good $4000
motorcycle, considering what you can get on the
market for four grand these days. Unfortunately,
the Classic lists for $5995 before shipping, setup,
tax and license get tacked on. It's got stiff compe-
tition from the oriental thumpers, twins and
focus in the same price range.
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Shop Talk
DO-IT-YOURSELF RACK
By Kurt Liebhaber

With a little thought you can make a very nice
luggage rack that is strong, good looking and func-
tional for low buck$.

A. Find a tube that will suit your needs. Electrical
conduit, aluminum tent poles from that junky old
tent you are about to throw away or even chrome
plated towel bars as in bathrooms. Aluminum you
can polish or put a grain or brushed look in with a
3M type scratch pad. Other materials you might
paint.

B. Side parts can be made from flat stock such as
aluminum. It's light weight and looks good. Mild
steel will be cheaper, stronger and more available.
You might consider a nice hardwood. If you do,
make the sides a little heavier to gain back strength.

Note Before you start, measure the area on your
side hack. Determine the size you will make yours.
Do you math ahead of time. Divide up for hole
centers, etc. Cut tubes to length. Drill the two sides
one on top of the other, clamp together. The holes
will line up and the cross tubes will be parallel.
Don't worry about being off with the holes slightly.
No one will notice.
C. The mounting brackets can be folded flat stock or

cut pieces of angle with holes drilled in. Brackets
can go anywhere you need them.

D. Inside the tube on the threaded rod, put a spacer
such as a piece of rubber hose or wrap with electri-
cal tape etc. The ideas is something to center the all
thread in the tubing for assembly. Leave enough end
exposed to allow for sides and also the nut, washer
etc. and so on. But not too long as to prevent the nut
from tightening up.

E. If you side car rear area seems to taper off in all
directions, bending the mounting brackets to the
correct angel can be a problem. Try this, find four
rubber shock absorber bushings or the like. Clean
with a steel wood pad and soap etc. Under each
mounting bracket place a rubber bushing. Then push
the bolts through as you fit rack onto side car. Have
holes in hack drilled through first, then fit rack on
using the rubber bushings. As you tighten the bolts

up the rubber bushings will compress to the correct
contour. They will save your paint job and should
seal out water as well. If the angel is too great, bend
the brackets as close as you can, then try again.
Tighten down until all four mounts look even and
are snug. Don't over tighten and use lock washers or
Ni-lock type nuts. If you sidecar is fiberglass it might
be a good idea to back up on the inside with 4 large
fender washers ( A big thin washer with a small hole
for a bolt).

Also, a few tie downs or rope cleats can make
tying things down a little easier. You cam bolt them on
with their own bolts or make a few of the all-thread (d)
rods a little longer to accept the tie downs.

Remember to make square accurate cuts. Break
all edges of burrs that occur from cutting and drilling.
Paint and polish all your parts before assembly. Put a
little thought into it. Look for your materials, the above
mentioned is only a guide as are the measurements I
used. I have made racks like this and they work very
well and look good.



Vol 20 Number 1                                   Page 21                                                     Jan-Feb’96

EXPO



Vol 20 Number 1                                   Page 22                                                     Jan-Feb’96

EXPO..



Vol 20 Number 1                                   Page 23                                                     Jan-Feb’96

Event

By Spencer Bennett
The AMA Vintage Motor-

cycle Days, July 21-23, 1995,
venue was the Mid-Ohio Sports
Car Course near Lexington, and
the location lent itself very well
to the reunion atmosphere of
the Vintage Days. The race
track, and the vintage racers,
provided a sort of central focal
point for the event with the
many vendors, bike shows,
demo rides and auction, radiat-
ing off from it and filling the
race track grounds with the
sights and sounds of motor-
cycles and those who enjoy
them.

If Daytona can be said to
be a Harley-centric event, then
this year's Vintage Days could
be said to be an English bike-
centric event. There were
Triumphs, Nortons, BSAs,
Cottons and Rudges in plenty,
as well as several less well
know marquees.. This is not to
say the other brands were
overlooked, as there were many

American, European,
South American and Japanese
vintage, and new, examples on
display, but this year it seemed
the English iron took precedent
for some reason.

The vendors ran the gamut
from used parts to Isle of Man
tours and all seemed very well
organized and ready to help in
whatever particular way they
could. All of the major manu-
facturers, except Suzuki, were
present for demo rides and

AMA VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE DAYS

Triumph/Swallow rig, which was part of the Triumph
International Owners Club (TIOC) exhibit -- very nice.

Davied Masner admires an Amazonas, made in Brazil and
powered by Volkswagen -- nice solo and huge!

BMW R60/2 with Velorex -- nice classic looking rig.
All photos this page: Spencer Bennett
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Event
AMA VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE DAYS

seemed to be getting good
participation from the attend-
ees. There were no sidecar
manufacturers or sales folks in
the vendor or demo area, but
there were a good number of
sidecars to be seen amongst the
attendees.

I would recommend this
weekend to anyone who has, or
think they have, vintage motor-
cycling in their blood. It is a
great opportunity to see a side
of motorcycling that most of us
get too little exposure to, and a
chance to see many of the
machines of our legends, "up
close and personal".

Not only is this a "Vintage
Weekend", but it is also an
opportunity to experience
again, the reason many of us
ride in the first place -- the total
relaxation that comes with the
motorcycling experience! See
you next year at Mid-Ohio!

Photos: Spencer Bennett.

Vespa scooter with Vespa sidecar. They were riding it around.

Eurosports BMW pit garage at Vintage Days '95. A Yamaha
650 behind the BMW. You can get this close to the racers!

Rudge 1928 single in front, 1923 single (500cc) on right, and
Rudge bicycle (from whence it all began) behind motorcycles.

BMW K-100/EML rig.
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"Hardley Dangerous"
Cushman Eagle

Yes, they bring out
everything at
Vintage Days!

Event
AMA VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE DAYS

All photos this page: Davied Masner.

Rudge 500cc
single, 1928

model with four-
valve head plus

integrated
brakes.

1928 Rudge, 500cc
single with four-valve

head from factory. Also
had integrated brakes

(hitting rear brake
peddle with foot, also

activated front brake).
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EPITOME OF QUICK TRIP PLANNING
Touring

By David L. Hough
The rest of my trip to the United Sidecar

Association National rally in Wisconsin, was the
epitome of quick trip planning. I had loafed over
the "hill" in Washington, to attend an IBMC
campout, an easy first day out from home.

That's a long trip, especially pulling a sidecar
with old Blackberry Blue. Leaving Winthrop,
Washington, I spent a few hours trying to remember
where some (old Bainbridge Island) friends lived. I
assumed I'd be able to pick out some landmarks.
But there were roads where I didn't remember roads
existed, and the backroad instructions didn't make
sense, so after motoring around in circles for about
40 miles, I gave up and continued to Spokane and
points north.

Stopped overnight at McFarland Ranch, in
Clark Fork, Idaho, where I gave USCA member
Mary, a chance to drive a sidecar rig. She got a
Harley-something made into a trike and has trouble
controlling it, for reasons I can understand. It still
has solo trail, for example, and a very short wheel-
base. She didn't seem to have much difficulty
driving the sidecar rig, at slow speeds down the
gravel road.

At the USCA, 1995 National Rally, J.R. Ewing takes a ride in Vern Goodwin’s outfit.

After Clark Fork, I made almost a continuous
transit toward a rendezvous at the Missouri State
BMW Rally in Branson. Overnight stops turned
out to be Helena, Montana,

Moorcroft, Wyoming, and Grand Island,
Nebraska. I figured I would motor on down to
Branson for the Friday-Saturday rally, then depart
the fix Saturday night and make a long transit north
to Wisconsin Dells. But when I dragged into Grand
Island about midnight, after a long day in 100 plus
degree, 40-knot crosswinds, covered with splot
bugs, I looked long and hard at the map and
decided to skip Branson. I could see getting to
Branson on time, but I couldn't see any easy route
north to Wisconsin, and it looked like about 750
miles to make in 24 hours. I needed to be in Wis-
consin Dells, Monday morning for the instructor
training session.

So, instead, I just puttered a few hundred
miles across Iowa, camping at a state park near
Cedar Falls. Exhaust clearance was getting quiet --
meaning less than .001. When I set the valves the
next morning, the center stud of the left valve cover
started to strip out of the head. So, motored on
towards Dubuque, where one of the state's two



Vol 20 Number 1                                   Page 27                                                     Jan-Feb’96

BMW dealers was listed. After fighting urban
traffic on a freeway under construction for a couple
of oven-like hours, I found the dealer, uninterested
in my problem. "Why", he asked, "did you fiddle
with the valves anyway?... why don't you just get a
K bike?" Obviously the thing to do when faced
with an antagonistic, is beat tracks. The problem
would have to be solved by myself. I figured I
would run it until oil started trickling onto my left
boot, and then resort to a road fix. tube of locktite
or high-temp epoxy or something.

After the great escape from the BMW dealer, I
found a bridge across the Mississippi, and puttered
northeast into Wisconsin, a few more miles into a
shadier (but mosquito infested) part of the country,
and camped for two nights at a state park. I was a
bit shocked to realize the camping bill would be
$16 per night with pit toilets, cold running water
but no showers, but the layover allowed me to laze
around the area and see some unique touristy-things
with no rush. The nearby area reminded me greatly
of England -- say the Cotswolds, except the build-
ings weren't as old.

Since the odometer took ill several months
ago, I don't have any accurate numbers about
mileage. I would estimate the east-bound transit at
2,600 miles plus some miscellaneous touring of
300 miles or so. Say, 2,900 miles over nine days.

At Wisconsin Dells, the National Rally was
fun and relaxed. Mostly lots of time to kick back,
sip a beer, tell tall tales, and rub elbows with old
and new sidecar friends. Had a good natter with Jim
and Chris Dodson.

The Wisconsin weather was also entertaining.
foggy mornings followed by the sun burning
through and heating up the landscape, then thunder-
heads forming in midafternoon, until sudden claps
of thunder signaled the oncoming deluge. Monday
about 2:00p.m., the sky opened up and dumped
three inches of rain within about two hours, right in
the middle of our range training. Same thing
Tuesday, except at 5:00p.m. Same thing Wednes-
day, except at 9:00p.m., accompanied by some

EPITOME OF QUICK TRIP PLANNING..
Touring..

serious wind gusts. By some stroke of luck my tent
was pointed in the right direction and on slanting
ground, and took on no more than a cup or two of
water inside one end. Others had tents and awnings
collapse. Thank you, Eureka tent carp!

With the rally over Thursday night, I packed
up early Friday, and pointed the outfit westward
again, with a potential-plan in the back of my mind
to see if I could make the tail end of the Bigfoot
sidecar rally in Hope, B.C. Obviously an iron butt
sott, of transit. I was a little apprehensive, especially
considering the valve cover problem, and a rapidly-
disappearing rear tire. Mostly superslab travel at 65-
70-75 mph. First day's transit to Sturgis, South
Dakota. Second day, including some back roads to
Devil's Tower, then to Missoula, Montana. Time to
set the valves again -- just don't snug down that
center nut. Third day, via Spokane, Coulee City,
Omak, to Osoyoos, B.C., and west over the moun-
tains to Hope, maybe 750 miles. Total transit in
three days: maybe 2,700 miles.

I did make the rally before it was all over, but
for me it was basically throw down the tent and
crash for a night. The rally activities were mostly
just participating in the Cariboo Trails event. After
an evening natter with the sidecar boys in Hope, it
was pack the tent in the morning and zip across the
border and on home to Port Angeles, another 200
miles or so in heavy holiday traffic. Probably a
lucky decision to depart the fix while the tent was
still dry, because I ran into high quality rain just a
few miles west of Hope.

Back at the ranch, I've just completed some
repairs. The valve cover stayed on even after the
center nut tinked off somewhere in eastern Wash-
ington. Exhaust valve recession worked out to just
about .001 per 500 miles in hottest conditions. Oil
consumption: two quarts, or approximately one pint
per 1,500 miles  Engine still running fine. Stud
fixed with thread insert. Rear tire replaced. New
rear brake shoes, new rear wheel bearings. Impres-
sive performance for a 15-year old machine with a
confused odometer.
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Touring..
EPITOME OF QUICK TRIP PLANNING..

Hough, in hack, lets USCA member
McFarland, try the rig on the Idaho ranch.

Took Crandall Weaver to lunch in the hack.
Got piloted around in Vern Goodwin's

Philippines taxi for a while. Had chats with
other various legends such as J.R. Ewing.
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Touring

By Bob Freeman
The plans for this trip to Dawson Creek, were

made during the long winter months. Bud and I were
now on the first leg, rolling north on State Highway 24,
near Montana's Fort Peck Dam.

The state has an open range law. Therefore, cattle,
deer, horses or antelope can be anywhere, and are
usually where you least expect them. On several
occasions already, our interests had been pique by
grazing antelope. They, sensing little to fear from the
likes of us, paid little attention.

After some 50 miles of exhilarated two-lane
riding, we arrived at the dam. The Army Corps of
Engineers broke with tradition when they restricted the
flow of the upper Missouri, here at Fort Peck. Instead
of the traditional cement and stone as one might
expect, the entire structure, except for the spillway,
diversion canals, etc., was built from good old Mon-
tana dirt! This dam is reputed to be the world's largest
earthen dam, and is said to measure over a mile wide at
the base.

Going west out of Glasgow, we soon ran into the
worst weather I've ever experienced in over 30 years of
riding. High winds, rain and sleet pelted us throughout
the day and were still going strong when we finally
stopped for the night in Havre. Even the next morning I
was skeptical about lifting the curtains for fear we'd be
in for more of the same. Fortunately, Mother Nature
was in one of her better moods, and sunglasses were
almost a necessity on the way to breakfast. "Oh, what a
difference a day makes!"

As a relatively new resident of the state at the
time (my work had taken me there before), I couldn't
wait to get to Shelby. Rumor had it, although no
resident of the town would discuss it openly, their small
town had once played host to the World Heavyweight
Boxing Championship. My friend Bud (a native of
Montana) had reluctantly, or so it seemed to me, agreed
to allow time for me to investigate.

While Bud critiqued one of the local eateries, I
visited the Chamber of Commerce. The young woman
there, promptly and decisively answered my first

MILE POST ZERO
question... confirming the fact that the bout did indeed
take place. However, she showed what I deemed to be
considerable resistance to any further inquiries. I left
with some vague directions on how I might find the
local library. Once there, and with the help of a kindly
researcher, I soon discovered the reason the residents of
this typical Montana cattle town were so tight-lipped
about what should have been a proud and historic
event.

On July 7, 1923, then Champion, Jack Dempsey,
fought Tom Gibbons, winning a 15 round decision
before only 7,202 fans! The local promoters had
invested heavily and expected train-loads of fight fans
from both coasts, and from nearby Canada, as well.
But when the expected throngs didn't show, the town
went bankrupt through its $300,000 guarantee to the
Champion. In fact, the fight was such a flop, four
Shelby banks went broke!

I can now report that the financial and business
interests have long since recovered from the fiasco of
1923, and the town is now a thriving community of
some 3,000 happy folks.

If you watch the "Weather Channel" in the winter
months, I'm sure you have heard that Cut Bank,
Montana, was the coldest place in the nation on that
particular day. Believe it! In August, 1954, my em-
ployer sent me to this northwest Montana town for
what they promised would be about two months of
summertime fun. It was spring the following year
before I left! By then, the weather was warm, the grass
green and beautiful as it was today, and I didn't want to
leave. It seems little had changed as we crossed the
bridge on the way to Browning. If anything, the grass
was taller and greener. And the foothills to the west
appeared even closer than I remembered.

The town of Browning, serves as the headquar-
ters for the Blackfoot Indian Reservation. It's my belief
the term "Pow Wow" may have originated here, not to
describe a ceremony, discussion or conference as you
may think, but to illustrate the mayhem which can
sometimes take place on Saturday night! That aside,
the Browning area is awash with places of historical
interest. Take the time to look and listen... it's worth it.
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But most important, don't miss The
Museum of the Plains Indian.

At the "Y" west of town, we
turned northwest to St. Mary. From
here, it's only a few miles until
you're in the foothills.

The rain, wind and cold of
passed days were largely forgotten
here, and the reasons for riding
motorcycles became very clear
indeed.

However, your exuberance
should be kept in check because
this stretch of highway invites you
to test the very limits of your riding
skill! Now the adrenalin is coursing
and all too soon we top the first
range at Triple Divide Pass.

From this viewing area,
mountain peaks are everywhere. To
the west and most impressive to
me, are the ramparts that guard
Glacier Park.

It was here that we met a
young Japanese bicyclist who was
leaving Glacier Park on his way to
Yellowstone. We had an interesting
hour of conversation and photo
shoot before he finally had to leave.
We watched in wonder as he and
the loaded bicycle disappeared
around the curve on the way to
Browning. This was our cue to
leave as well because we hadn't
reserved a room or campsite for the
night.

Our original plan had been to
camp only when and if it was
convenient. Although Bud, from
the very get-go, had expressed
strong reservations... he had agreed
to try it... once! The KOA at St.
Mary, assigned us space in a grove
of aspen. We should have had an

Touring..
MILE POST ZERO..

Below: At the Border.

USB9 NW of Browning

Above: Japanese bicyclist
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inkling of the events to come when
Bud's borrowed tent didn't include
the pegs. Temporary solution... two
screwdrivers and other sharp
objects from the tool kits.

We were sitting at the picnic
table with tonic in hand, to ward off
the expected evening chill, when
two Beemer riders from Seattle,
invited us to come to their
motorhome. They were the perfect
hosts, and we stayed much too
long! So it was almost mid-night
when we attempted to find our tents
via a short-cut through the aspen
trees. We were assisted in the
search by one of our light-sleeping
neighbors.

I must have slept like a log for
it was almost noon when I peered
out to see that Bud's tent had
collapsed around him during the
night. From somewhere deep
within the wrinkled folds I heard
mumbling... mumbling that
sounded like..."Darned if I ever do
this again!" At the time I didn't
know whether he meant no more
martinis, or no more camping
(We've never camped since!).

After a quick breakfast of
black coffee, orange juice and
aspirin, we checked through
Canadian Customs at Chief
Mountain Port of Entry. Lunch
could wait until our first stop in
Alberta, which was the Prince of
Wales Hotel in Waterton Lakes
National Park.

This 82 room chalet-style
house is one of the most beautiful
log structures I've ever seen. And in
addition, it's location affords a great
view of the lake and the mountains
from the lobby. I understand that

Touring..
MILE POST ZERO..

Prince of Wales Hotel, Outside

 Prince of Wales Hotel, Inside
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Touring..
MILE POST ZERO..after serving some time as a Royal

Hunting Lodge, it was dedicated as
a hotel in 1928, by the Duke of
Windsor, while he was Prince of
Wales.

While we had lunch and
ogled the architecture, clouds totally
enveloped the foothills to the west.
years of experience having taught
us nothing... we attempted to out-
flank the rain by turning east to
Cardston, on Highway 5. We were
only a few miles from the hotel
when the wind, rain and then the
hail, brought us to a stop! Battered
by large hail which covered the
ground in a matter of minutes, we
threw caution to the wind and toe-
dabbed and skidded our way into
town, much to the amusement of
the villagers we passed, I might
add!

We drank hot coffee and
debated our dilemma with the
patrons and staff of the cafe. They
concluded, as I believe we already
had, that our trip had begun at least
five weeks too early. An Edmonton
resident told us that he still had
snow on the ground at his place.
"Weather too fickle... first week in
June," they agreed. So did we!

Disgusted by the situation and
our own frailties, we left Cardston
on Highway 2 south, which
becomes U.S. 89 when you cross
the border at Camay. At St. Mary,
the east entrance to Glacier Park
and "Going to the Sun Highway",
the rain had stopped. So we
inquired at the ranger station as to
conditions on Logan Pass. "Snow-
ing on the pass," we were told. We
retraced our tracks to Kiowa
Junction, and followed Highway 49
along the foothills to East Glacier. US89 S. of Livingston.

Idaho border.

Bud Flynn, Yellowstone
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Touring..
MILE POST ZERO..

The following day we crossed the backbone of
the Rockies at Marias Pass, and followed the Middle
Fork of the Flathead River down to the village of West
Glacier. On the way, we took a short side trip out to
Hungry Horse dam. For those who like to ride or drive,
the surrounding area is one of the most beautiful in the
state!

South out of Columbia Falls, near Evergreen, we
took Highway 83 south. This road follows the Swan
River for about 70 miles before connecting with State
Road 200, just east of Missoula. it offers little challenge
to the canyon racers amongst us, but is such a scenic
"two-laver", no one cares!

Several days of near perfect weather gave us the
opportunity to re-visit a few of our old haunts in Idaho,
and southwest Montana... places like Salmon, North
Fork and Tendoy, on the Idaho side of the Bitterroot
Range. And Wisdom, Elkhorn Hot Springs, Twin
Bridges and Virginia City, on the Montana side.

With only a couple of days of vacation left, we
headed for home via Yellowstone. It was almost dark
and we were somewhere between Miner and Emi-
grant, on U.S. 89, when we saw a bicycle rider ap-
proaching. As we flashed by, three hands shot up in
simultaneous recognition... it was our new friend, the
young bicyclist we'd met at Triple Divide, more than a
week earlier! As the distance between us widened, I
looked in my mirror and he was still looking back. We
didn't stop, but I wish we had... he must have had some
interesting stories to tell.

We spent the night in Billings, making plans for
next year's attempt, then followed the Yellowstone
River downstream for 220 miles and home. You just
wait and see... we'll make it next year!

Epilogue: This story is about an aborted tour my
friend, Bud Flynn, and I attempted in 1980. Virtually
every year since then, we've taken a long trip, but to
date, still haven't made it to Dawson Creek and Mile
Post "0". Not yet... anyway.
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Advt
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Rally

By Ed Johnson
The 19th Annual Midwest

Vintage BMW Meet, sponsored
by the Vintage BMW Motor-
cycle Owners, Ltd., was held
from August 25th through 27th,
1995, at Kamp Kegonsa, a few
miles south of Madison, Wis-
consin.

The star of the meet was
the Canterbury Belle, a tidy
little wooden boat, that doubles
as a motorcycle sidecar. The
unusual rig was originally
attached to an Ariel Square 4
motorcycle. This is one of only
five that were made in England.

The right hand set-up was
purchased in England, by
Robert Collins of Delafield,
Wisconsin, who planned on
being a distributor. When he
was told that there would be no
more production, because costs
were too high for the market, he
sold the outfit to Bruce Mohs,
of Madison, Wisconsin, to be
displayed at his museum.

Unfortunately, the mu-
seum went bankrupt. Then,
Steve Puntillo purchased the
Canterbury Belle.

The boat is seven feet,
seven inches long and 33 inches
wide. Two men can easily pick
it up from the sidecar frame and
launch it in the water. It has a
one cylinder engine mounted in
the prow. It starts like a lawn
mower with a "rope pull". The
drive shaft runs down the center
of the boat and has a tiny

19th ANNUAL MIDWEST VINTAGE BMW MEET
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propeller in the rear. A throttle
is at the right hand to control
the speed. At the left hand there
is a control for the rudder to
steer the boat. The motor is 1.9
horse power.

The Canterbury Belle is
attached to the sidecar frame
with three buttons that fit into
appropriate slots. There is a
locking bolt to secure the front
of the boat to the frame.

Awards at the BMW
Vintage Meet were given for
the Oldest Running BMW; Best
Vintage BMW; Longest dis-
tance driven on a vintage
BMW, 1969 or earlier.

Activities included a large
parts swap meet and vintage
motorcycles for sale, as well as
live classical guitar music on
Saturday evening.

Rally..
19th ANNUAL MIDWEST VINTAGE BMW MEET..

Isetta BMW 300SW, one cylinder motor (BMW). Restoration
by Mike and Bobbie Hansen, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin.

The original buyer of this Munch paid $8,500 when the most
expensive motorcycles were selling for $2,000.

Elmer Sutherland, of Rockford, Illinois, trophy winner for
Oldest Running BMW, with his 1956 BMW R50. The sidecar

is German
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By Bob Anderson
The 55th running of the Black Hills Motor

Classic, took place in Sturgis, South Dakota, Au-
gust 7-13, 1995.

While certainly no sidecar event, some neat
rigs do show up, and a few manufacturers exhibit
their rigs.

This year, the National Motorcycle Museum
and Hall of Fame, raffled off a restored 1956
Harley-Davidson, Hydra-Glide, which was won
by Nels Gebben, of Blaine, Minnesota, who just
happened to be born in 1956.

Other Museum functions included the
yearly Induction Breakfast for the Hall of Fame.
This year's inductees were Donnie Smith, pre-
sented by Paul Pacheco, Erwin "Smitty" Smith,
presented by Bill Tuman, Walter and Lucille
Timme, presented by Bobby James. Ed Kretz Sr.
was unable to attend due to illness and Ed Kretz
Jr., accepted in his behalf.

Jim Davis was a 1991 inductee, and unable
to attend at the time, but put in an appearance
this year at 99 years of age! Jim is of note, not
only for his age, but for his accomplishments of

Rally
55th STURGIS

riding for both Indian and Harley-Davidson, and
winning National Championships. He raced
1,500 races in his day, receiving 90 gold, 50
silver and 40 bronze medals.

Donnie Smith was nominated in Industry
category. He ran his own after-market parts
business for years and now builds custom bikes.

Erwin Smith was nominated in Promotion
category. He has been a motorcycle dealer since
1940, sponsoring such racers as Ed Kretz Sr.,
Bill Tuman, Joe Bissman, Mickey Green, Dave
Camlim and Don Camlim.

Walter and Lucille Timme were nominated
in Leadership category and are the first man and
wife team to be inducted. From 1938 through
1962 they were dealers of Indian motorcycles
and from 1959 to the present, Honda dealers.

Ed Kretz, Sr., was nominated in Competi-
tion category. He was a motorcycle racer from
the 1930s through 1950s, winning the first 200
mile Savannah, Georgia, race in 1937, then the
Daytona 200 in 1938. He also won at Laconia a
few times and five times at the 100 mile National
at Langhorne, Pennsylvania.

Rigs in Sturgis.



Vol 20 Number 1                                   Page 38                                                     Jan-Feb’96

Above, left to right; Lucille and Walt Timme, Erwin Smith, Jim Davis and Donnie Smith,
at the Hall of Fame Induction Breakfast.

Photo: Jackie Rogge, Assistant Director, National motorcycle museum.

Rally..
55th STURGIS..

Gebben, winner of restored 1956 H-D. Rig seen in Sturgis.
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Coming Events
January 1, 1996, PolarBear Ride, Northern Illinois Sidecarists. Info: (815)478-5609.

February, 1996, Brass Monkey Sidecar Rally, Mulege, Baja California, Mexico. Presidents Day
Weekend. Info: Jack Zollars, 45023 N. Fig Ave., Lancaster, CA 93534. (805) 945-2397 or Dave
Tenpenny, (602)883-8275.

March 7, 1996, Indian Motorcycle Illustrated Daytona Rally, Klassix Auto Museum, 2909 W. Inter-
national Speedway Blvd., Daytona Beach, Florida, 32124. $10 admission. Info: (904)252-3800.

March 8, 1996, Daytona Beach Boardwalk Motorcycle Show, Daytona Beach, Florida. Over 50
trophied classes from Antique to Radical. Info: J&P Promotions, (319)4624855.

March 9, 1996, Hottest Custom Iron Show, Daytona Beach, Florida. $10 admission. Info: (904)252-
3800.

April 12-14, 1996, Doo-Dah Sidecar Rally, Village Creek State Park, Wynn, Arkansas. Info: Spencer
Bennett, 961 Charter Oak, Southaven, MS 38671. (901)393-4887.

May 17-19, 1996, Fourth Annual Western Reserve Sidecar Campout. Info: Western Reserve BMW
Club, 8181 Munson Rd., Mentor, OH 44060. (216)2557016.

June 22-23, 1996, Fifteenth Annual Sierra Sidecar Spectacular, Mariposa, California. Info: Neil
Jameson, 390 Hallson Lane, Ben Lomond, CA 95005. (408)336-2476.

August 1-4, 1996, USCA National Rally, Livingston County 4H Park, Pontiac, Illinois. Info: Ed
Johnson, 703 First St., Manhattan, IL 60442. (815)478-5609.

August 5-11, 1996, Black Hills Motor Classic Rally and Races, Sturgis, South Dakota.
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Classifieds
Classified advertisers should use the classi-

fied ad form, regularly found on page 38, or
make a copy of it.

Using the ad form gives an ad 150 charac-
ters and spaces, and the advertiser name, address
and phone number are included for free.

Ads just typed on a sheet of paper, usually
tend to run close to double length, and are re-
turned to either be edited to space by the adver-
tiser, or for additional payment.

1st Time Ads
For Sale:
1990 GL SE Champion Escort, color matched,

8,000 miles, Robert Nagler, P.O. Box 144,
Butte des Morts, WI 54927. (414)582-7617.
Asking $14,000.

1975 HD LE Sidecar. Completely rebuilt. Ton-
neau cover, old style full fender, custom head
rest. All mounts for FL or FLH. $4,000.00.
Tom Partington, 553 Elm St., Marlboro, MA
01752. (508)624-0111.

Wanted:
Weber convertible top for 1995 Model TLE

standard Harley sidecar. Will consider compa-
rable one. Charles R. Claflin, 145 Summer St.,
Woonsocket, RI 02895. (401)7690153.

Wanted, brackets to mount Vetter sidecar to 1300
Kawasaki. Bill, 1-901-324-0954 work; 1-
901386-0973 home.

2nd Time Ads
For Sale:
1990 Honda GL1500SE Pearl White 36,000

miles. 1994 Friendship 2 Sidecar never used,
only $12,500.00. Raymond Wachob,
(217)762-4666. 601E. Grant St., Monticello,
IL 61856.

1989 Moto Guzzi Cal. III w/Velorex sidecar,
leather bags, windshield, 34K miles, $4,500
bike, $900 sidecar, $5,200 both. Call
(207)7437703 after 5:00p.m. EST. Iver R.
Carlsen, 49 Pleasant St., Norway, ME 04268.

1989 Harley FLT with 1992 Champion Escort
sidecar, color matched, cream and gold, extras.
$14,950. Ned Akerman, 19908 Marine View
Dr. S.W., Seattle, WA 98166. (206)878-7434.

1987 Burgundy Motorvation sidecar, with
convertible top, windows, windshield, tonneau
cover and mounts. Can be seen at HitchHiker
Sidecars, London, Ohio. Phone: (614)852-
5373.

1985 Yamaha V-Max with Motorvation Spyder,
5,000 mi., mint, no rain, no winters, always
garaged, $4,700 for combo or $3,300 bike
only or $1,800 sidecar only. Roger Colla, 96
E. Lakeshore Trail, Glastonbury, CT 06033.
(860)6331272.

Wanted:
EML rig with BMW K100 or Honda or Guzzi,

must be low miles and very clean. Prefer 1990
or newer. Roger Colla, 96 E. Lakeshore Trail,
Glastonbury, CT 06033. (860)633-1272.

Velorex wanted. Early (oldest) model preferred.
Don Schumann, 788 Barberry Cir., Lafayette,
CO 80026-1572. Tel. (303)6652563 eve.
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Manufacturers & Services
Business Cards

Rates: $30/6 issues
USCA Members,  $50/

6 issues (one year),
non-members. Send
business card and

check (US funds only)
to: Advertising
Manager, Selma

Heaton-De Vos, 2208
S. Jefferson, Muncie,

IN 47302.
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Classified Form

DEADLINE ISSUE           .
11 Mar.1996 May-Jun 1996
06 May 1996 Jul-Aug 1996
01 Jul  1996 Sep-Oct 1996
09 Sep 1996 Nov-Dec 1996
11 Nov 1996 Jan-Feb 1997
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Bookshop
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