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The President Speaks

ARE YOU PRESIDENTIAL
MATERIAL?

The USCA is looking for a new president. The current president, Larry
De Vos, is not in good health and has asked that a search be made for a new
president. Are you interested?

What qualifications must the USCA president have? The USCA
president must first of all be a member of the USCA (That's easy, the
application is inside the front cover of the SIDECARIST!). The USCA
president must write a column for the SIDECARIST each issue (six issues
per year). The USCA president also needs to attend the USCA National
Rally wherever it is held each year. Two meetings take place at the rally
that the president must chair (an open forum meeting and the executive
committee meeting).

Are there other qualifications desired in the USCA president? It would
be nice if the USCA president had enough time to put forth the effort to
encourage growth and enthusiasm in sidecaring and in the USCA (possibly
someone retired with plenty of time, but this is not necessary).

A USCA president with a sidecar outfit and a willingness to attend as
many local sidecar events as possible would be a plus. The USCA pro-
motes responsible motorcycling and family centered activities. The USCA
president should exemplify these characteristics in motorcycling.

Still interested? Please call and send a resume to: Jim McManus, 417
Falconer St., Jamestown, NY 14701-2232. Phone (716)665-6335.

The offices of the USCA are not voted upon because most of the
USCA members would not know the persons running for the office.

The USCA president is selected by members of the executive commit-
tee.

Respectfully submitted,

Jim McManus #3349, USCA Vice President
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Lean-out
Fall must be here, because the Chinese Elms in

my yard are seeding and touching off my allergy. It is
the time of year I am a prisoner in my own home and
survive only because of air-conditioning. The good part
is it forces me to stay inside and work on the Novem-
ber-December issue of the SIDECARIST.

This past summer, I had the distinction of prob-
ably being the only member of the motorcycle press to
be chauffeured to the Excelsior-Henderson unveiling in
Sturgis, South Dakota, in a sidecar. It doesn't matter
that I covered 3,400 miles on a solo bike to get that
ride... I was chauffeured by USCA member Clarence
Kessler, who lives about 90 miles south of Sturgis, on
the other end of the Black Hills.

The reason I am telling you this is not to boast, so
much as it is to explain something. When you open this
issue to page 21 and see the guy glumly looking into
the camera, that is Clarence. In a moment of total
seriousness prior- to that photo while I was taking other
photos of the Super X, Clarence related to me that he
felt this was an event of enough historic significance
that he wanted his photo taken by the new motorcycle,
if for nothing else, that in later years he could point to
the photo and prove he was there at the rebirth of a
famous marquee.

Since my solo ride was 90 miles south, since I
didn't want to walk that 90 miles, and since Clarence
has a pretty comfortable sidecar, I took his photo by the
Super X. You've heard of job security... well I thought
of it as ride security. Of course, if Clarence knew I was
going to get him this way with what we refer to as a
"gotcha!", I'd still be walking that 90 miles back to his
place and no telling what he would have done to my
bike by now.

Excelsior-Henderson had a good display, seems
to have good backing and a real chance of success.
They also took a cue from another famous American
manufacturer and had a wide variety of items to
purchase with the Excelsior-Henderson and Super X
logos, taking advantage of marketing the product name
prior to the product ever being sold.

Clarence and I both figured if there was a T-shirt
to buy at Sturgis this year, THIS was the T-shirt to have.

After we paid for our T-shirts, Clarence walked
over to a company spokes person standing beside a
scale model display of the proposed factory in Minne-
sota, and said: "I bought one of your T-shirts because I
saw your factory plans and I figure you're gonna need
the money".

Then we got aboard Clarence's rig and headed
down I-90 for Rapid City, watching motorcycles
headed west and being passed by ones eastbound.

I hope this final issue of 1996 finds USCA
members having a good Holiday Season and a Happy
New Year, along with the Super-X.
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Letters
PASSING OF ANOTHER OF
OUR GURU'S.
Dear Editor

I raided the Club's PO Box today to find the
July/August SIDECARIST waiting for me. Oh
goodie I thought... until J.R.'s final exit hit me
between the eyes.

I'd always enjoyed his articles in the SIDE-
CARIST and HACK'D, but they will be no more
with the passing of another of our Guru's.

If I may be so bold and hopeful, I'd like to
suggest that perhaps a fitting memorial to his
memory would be for the USCA to collect all of
his Sidecar Technical articles and publish them as
a book, alongside the other books and manuals.

My club's library only goes back about five
years or so, so I'm sure that we've missed much of
his experience. And I'm sure also, that there
would be many others (especially new comers to
the sport) who would like to have some of his
wisdom at their finger tips.

Graeme Posker

Sidecar Owners Club, Sydney P.O. Box 1069
Blacktown NSW 2148 Australia

CLOSE FRIEND OF J.R.
Dear Editor

It was my privilege and pleasure to be a
neighbor and 25 year close friend of J.R. Ewing.
Since our retirement ten years ago, we shared
many hundreds of miles of great Camaraderie,
sidecaring: He set up my rig a year or so before I
retired, so that I'd be ready to go!

We were always seeking a small town
restaurant to have lunch (we located about 50!),
but of prime importance was our search for an
outstanding piece of coconut cream pie!

Our criteria of fruit pies: If the filling did not
spill out and run over the plate, if the filling was
thick and remained tightly in place, then that in
itself was grounds for divorce. (Unless she held a

financial interest in the motorcycle.) Since we
were both single, we could indulge in such
conjecture.

Anyway, the reference to John, in the July/
August "Lean-out", would certainly have
pleased him. Thank you for recognizing and
honoring him. His writings will be missed.

Bob Priest #53802 Lafayette, Indiana

LINEAR ACTUATOR INFO
WANTED.
Dear Editor

I am writing to you hoping that you may be
able to assist me with obtaining the address and
FAX number of the supplier of the Linear
actuator mentioned in the excellent article
written by Cliff and Betty Smith (volume 20
number 4). The company was Thompson
Saginau Ball and Screw Company, but I have
not been able to trace it through our local
Telecom Co.

I always enjoy the magazines when they
arrive here in NZ. Good information and helpful
hints.

Please just FAX me the details if you can
obtain them, it is possibly cheaper than postage,
it is from over here!

Your own FAX number would also be
useful should you have one, please.

Thank you very much, kind regards,

Kurt Nielsen #5428

P.O. Box 5124 Mt. Maunganui NEW
ZEALAND

[I received your letter on the 16th of Au-
gust, and put in a call to USCA member Cliff
Smith in Oklahoma, not catching him and
having to leave voice mail

August 19th, I received a message back
from Cliff and will pass along the information.

Thompson Saginau Ball and Screw Com-
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Letters..
pany is located in Saginau, Michigan. They have
two 800 numbers, the first being an automated
customer service number which is 1-800-554-
8466, and according to Cliff, is also the general
number to call to locate your nearest dealer.
(Cliff's dealer turned out to be Allied Bearing
Company in Oklahoma, which will take phone
orders and accepts major credit cards by calling
James or Larry at 1-405-762-6659).

The second 800 number for Thompson
Saginau Ball and Screw Company is your re-
quested FAX line and is: 1-800-445-0329.

This lowly editor does not have a USCA
FAX line, sorry, but hope the forgoing informa-
tion is of use -- ed.]

SOME DAY.
Dear Editor

Once again, I thought I would write and
bring you up to date.

I did get my sidecar on the road back in the
first part of May. I had no problem going from a
trike to sidecar. At that point, everything seemed
OK.

That's with the bike, of course. Just when I
thought I had some daylight with this disease
(Multiple Sclerosis), much to my surprise, more
problems. Now my upper body is getting weaker.

I was able to ride about 250 miles, but I
noticed it was really hard for me to hold onto the
bars. I guess the wind in my chest is one of the
reasons for that? And my weak arms. I think
maybe a back rest would keep me from going
back in the seat and maybe put less stress on my
arms. This long winter I guess I can work on this
and many other problems.

I am being honest with myself, I don't think
next Spring I will be able to ride any more.

When I get the SIDECARIST magazine and
see all the pictures from rallies and places that
people go, I always hope that some day I can get
in on one of those long rides, it looks like great
fun. "Some day".

One more thing, even through my arms are
getting this weak, just how hard should a sidecar
be to steer? When I am done with a short ride my
arms feel like falling off my body. I wonder if
everything is or has been done right.

Not too many people know what to do with
sidecars and their hook up. And the roads here in
R.I. are just about the worst you can find in the
U.S.A.

As always, I thank you and the members for
your help. Respectfully,

John DelSesto #5467 33 Maureen Dr.,
Smithfield, RI 02917 Ph# (401)231-9188

KINSHIP OF A COMMON
INTEREST.
Dear Editor

Here we are, a week away from the rally
and it seems only a day ago that the end arrived
all too soon. What a great time!

Audrey and I were both surprised and
pleased with the "family" atmosphere. Quite un-
like other events (non-sidecar), that we have
attended and found wanting, in the past.

By "family", we mean family; mom, dad,
kids, motorcycle, sidecar, tent or shelter, and, in
some instances, a trailer, as well as the kinship of
a common interest ie: sidecar, among the partici-
pants. What a wonderful "laid-back" group you
are! I'm afraid we're hooked!

At the risk of seeming to over-do-it, I feel
obligated to thank you and the instructors forthe
interesting and informative course of instruction
in sidecar safety. The book I purchased, that was
translated from the original German text, has
provided both re-enforcement and expansion, in
detail, of what we learned Friday in the "class-
room". Anyone who didn't get something from
the course must have been asleep and didn't
know it.

Lee and Audrey Grubel #5560, Carlock,
Illinois.
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S/C Clubs

The Bigfoot Sidecar Club, 6115 216th St., RR11,
Langley, B.C. V3A 6Y3 CANADA

Canadian Sidecar Owners Club Gail Clarke, 40
Manitou Ave., Embrun, Ontario KOA 1G0
CANADA Phone: (613)443-9027

Georgia Sidecar Club Larry Lehr, 2444 Swanson
Court Marietta, GA 30066 Phone: (404)928-
2111

Gonzo Touring Team, Rev. Willie Nichols, 7217
Crescent Ridge Drive Chappel Hill, NC 27516

Hoosier Hacks Greg TenBrook, 882 Lanyard
Drive, Cicero, IN 46034 Phone: (317)984-
2403

Keystone Sidecar Group George Wolfe, 86
Ingram Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15205

Mid Michigan BMW Touring Club, 6300 Church
St. Lobergsalleen 1, Marlette, MI 48453,
Phone: (517)635-4865

Northern Illinois Sidecarists, Felix Wartmann,
Ron Gardner, 3400 W. Juniper Ave. Joliet, IL
60435Phone: (815)729-2694

Northeast 3-Wheelers Sarge Gallo, c/o 102
Linden St. Hyannis, MA 02601 Phone:
(413)589-9261

Sierra/Pacific Sidecarists, Alan Huntzinger ,
1281 Avis Drive San Jose, CA 95126

Sunflower Sidecar Club Floyd Turner, 2709 S.
Santa Fe, Wichita, KS 67216

Texas Hack Pilots & Classic Motorcycles, 816 S.
Sylvania, Ft. Worth, TX 67111

Western Reserve BMW Club, Steven Dumek,
1917 Bathgate Rd. Madison, OH 44057

Wisconsin Sidecarists Al Schultz, S.30 W.29455
Williams Way Waukesha, WI 53188

Norsk Sidevogn Klub Tom Morse Sigurdur
Bjarnason 5032 Minde, NORWAY,

Sidecar Owners Club of Sydney , P.O. Box 1069
Blacktown , N.S.W. 2148 AUSTRALIA

National Handicap Motorcyclist Association
(NHMA), Bob Nevola, 315 West 21st St.,
Suite 6F Manhattan, NY 10011 (incl. SASE)
Monday Night Hotline (8-10:00p.m. EST)
(212)242-3376.

Membership Update
The United Sidecar Association is attempt-

ing to update its records. Listed here, are known
sidecar clubs or organizations. Readers are
encouraged to write in and provide corrections,
additions and needed deletions to the list. While
not purely a sidecar organization, NHMA is also
listed because many members of that organiza-
tion ride with modified sidecar rigs. Information
should be sent to: USCA, P.O. Box 191,
Lakeside, CA 92040.

KNOWN SIDECAR CLUBS



Vol 20 Number 6                                   Page 8                                                     Nov-Dec’96

Rally

The United Sidecar Association National
Sidecar Rally XVIII, was held August 1- 4, 1996,
at the 4H Campground, Pontiac, Illinois.

The first two questions that people ask you
after a rally are, how was the weather and what
was the attendance? The weather was superb,
cool at night for good sleeping, and clear and in
the middle 70s during the day. The total atten-
dance was 265. Of that amount, 219 were adults
and 46 were children under age 16. There were
201 rally goers and 65 walk-ins.

The pursuit of route 66, and the nostalgia
related to it, is now a national passion, not only
with the automobile group, but. also with the
motorcyclists. The 1996 National Rally held at
Pontiac, Illinois, was located in a campground
adjacent to the old route. Our logo, designed and
executed by Donna Fousek, relates to this.

National sidecar rallies are unique from
other national rallies in that they specifically
provide for children present. Debbie Wentzel
provided children's crafts one day, and children's
games the next. This campground had a fine
playground. Chris Gribbin, the elder statesman of
the younger group, shepherded them around and
generally looked out for their welfare. Amy
Hunteman, one of their own, led the over 16
group.

Sidecar manufacturers at the rally included
Ride By Side owners, Chuck and Ardis Foust,
but no display. Kurt Liebhaber of SCF Sidecars
was present but with no display.

USCA NATIONAL RALLY AT PONTIAC, IL

Kurt made the "hard luck" trophy to give
away at the rally. Friday, Dave Hannigan, of
Hannigan Sidecars, drove into the rally site with
his tractor and trailer, and unloaded and put on a
display of his line. The most attention was
afforded to his new concept, the Hannigan Tri-
Car. It is a trike and sidecar combined. Also on
display, Dave had a Super Sport Conte Classic,
Astro, GT and 2x2. There was also a newsletter
editors meeting.

Also, Jim McManus, Vice President, con-
ducted a general membership meeting on this
date. Our President, Larry DeVos, was unable to
attend. His wife had surgery. The association
members seemed satisfied with the way the
association affairs are managed, as no questions
or suggestions were offered by them in the open
forum.

Friday evening, from 8:00 - 9:00, Jim and
Donna Fousek conducted fabulous bingo. The
cards were free. Many worthwhile gifts were
given to the number winners. A good crowd
attended.

On Saturday morning an executive commit-
tee meeting was held. A quorum existed. In
attendance were Jim McManus, Vice President,
Al Roach, Secretary, Terry Strassenburg, Trea-
surer, Steve Clark, Northeast Regional Director,
Greg TenBrook, Midwest Regional Director,
Roger Matson, Central Regional Director, Ed
Johnson, Director USCA SSP. Absent were Larry
DeVos, President, and Regional Directors Spen-
cer Bennett and Alan Huntzinger.
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Rally..

Marilyn McManus took the minutes of the
executive committee meeting. The main two
topics of discussion were a letter received from
Larry DeVos, written to Ed Johnson, just before
the rally, in which he indicated that he would like
to withdraw as President, not right away, but as
soon as we found a replacement. The second was
the securing of a new computer and printer for
the Association. The present instrument was a
gift from USCA member Dr. Mitch Goldflies, at
least ten years ago.

Is there anyone out there that cares either to
contribute a new computer or at least chip-in to
help buy one?

Sidecarists live an isolated life, that is, they
are generally separated from other "chair haul-
ers", because there are so few of us. They come
to the national sidecar rally loaded with technical
questions relating to our sport. Many of these
queries are answered as they mingle and talk to
the other rally participants. The technical pro-
gram was given by Jim Gribbin. He started out
with a question and answer session. He then
followed this by inviting anyone that wanted
their rig measured for alignment to line up.
Working on and off in a two day period, Jim
checked alignment and toe-in for 29 outfits. With
tools in hand, he corrected nine of these.

Fifteen rigs participated in the sidecar
games. Northern Illinois Sidecarists, and rally
committee members Joe Walano and Tobin
Stanley, developed and executed this event. The
first game required a blindfolded driver (no
passenger) to proceed in a straight line and stop
at a post driven into the ground. The second
games required a blindfolded driver, with direc-
tions from a passenger, to navigate through a
maze of milk bottles. Time was also a consider-
ation in this event. The third game, called the
Star, consisted mainly of placing rings on a post,
and elapsed time to do this was taken into con-
sideration. The last game, jousting -- a water
balloon fight, did not have a trophy to present. It

USCA NATIONAL RALLY AT PONTIAC, IL..
was certainly a crowd pleaser. Each participant,
two in number, started at the opposite end of a
line of milk jugs and when across from each
other, let go with filled water balloons aimed at
each other.

The 18th USCA National Rally ended on
Sunday, first with a church service conducted by
Northern Illinois Sidecarists member, the Rever-
end Gerry Mestek, followed by a breakfast ride
to Buster's.

Fortunately, we are able to announce at this
time the date for the 1997 National Sidecar
Rally. It is to be hosted by Don Nolin, his wife
Alma, and Dale Cochran. It will be held near
Monson, Massachusetts, which is in the vicinity
of Springfield, the home of the world famous
Indian Motorcycle Museum. I am looking for-
ward to seeing a 1945 Indian, military style, as I
owned one from 1949 to 1955.

Northern Illinois Sidecarist (NIR) member
Grant Armstrong, taking it easy.
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USCA NATIONAL RALLY AT PONTIAC, IL..
Rally..

USCA NATIONAL AWARDS
Grand Tour, 8,322 miles. Mike and Dorothy

Ledtje, Santa Clara, California.
Long Distance Female Driver, 674 miles. Beth

Matson, Jenks, Oklahoma.
Long Distance Male Driver, 2,250 miles. Mike

Ledtje, Santa Clara, California.
Oldest Female Driver, 71 years. Geneva (Jeep)

Davis, St. Louis, Missouri.
Oldest Male Driver, 71 years 10 months. Bill

Milligan, Phoenix, Arizona.
Youngest Female Driver, 49 years. Joyce

Canfield, St. Joseph, Missouri.
Youngest Male Driver, 38 years. Greg TenBrook,

Cicero, Indiana.
Oldest Passenger, 68 years. Nann Shirey,

Greensburg, Pennsylvania.
Youngest Passenger, 21 months. Paul Walano,

Lock Port, Illinois.
Oldest Rig Driven, 1961 BMW/1953 Steib. Rob

Findlay, Monticello, Illinois.
Hard Luck. Mike and Dorothy Ledtje, Santa

Clara, California.
Long Distance Solo Female, 106 miles. Joan

Rusin, Lansing, Illinois.
Long Distance Solo Male, 674 miles. Rodger

Matson, Jenks, Oklahoma.
Far Far Away, 700 miles. Cliff Smith, Blackwell,

Oklahoma.
Long Distance Sidecar Trailered. George

Rajswasser, Montague, New Jersey.
Oldest Sidecar Transported, 1977 BMW R100/7/

1995 Hannigan Sport. Cliff Smith, Blackwell,
Oklahoma.

Peoples Choice Sidecar, #36, Honda/?
Jelly Bean, 367 beans.
Adult guess, 367, Mike Sucharski.
Child guess, 329, Alice Matson.

Jim Fousek (left) and Rob Wentzel, of Rally
Committee, rest their feet.

Kurt Liebhaber chauffeuring Jim Dodson,
Publisher/Editor of HACK'D, in Yamaha

500cc/Sputnik rig.
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USCA NATIONAL RALLY AT PONTIAC, IL..
Rally..

The kitchen with lemonade,
ice tea and coffee

Jim Fousek calls Bingo.
Donna Fousek passing out

door prize to Marlene Hattey.

Another row of tents and rigs.Rigs waiting to participate in
games.
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USCA NATIONAL RALLY AT PONTIAC, IL..
Rally..

 A USCA National Rally wouldn’t be a rally without kids! At least nineteen of the kids are here
with Debbie Wentzel watching over them... you get to figure which one is Debbie.

Quite a kid’s playground was available on the Rally site.

Debbie Wentzel, Rally Committee member, with Children’s Crafts and Games.
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USCA NATIONAL RALLY AT PONTIAC, IL..
Rally..

Another part
of the kid’s
playground.

The Ames’ and
Dan Ulvog, with a

fine old Indian.

Terry Pickens of
Chicago,

Illinois, with his
1969 BMW

conversion with
1000 cc engine
and Aluminum

MZ sidecar.
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USCA NATIONAL RALLY AT PONTIAC, IL..
Rally..

 Ardis and
Chuck Foust,

manufacturers
of Ride By Side

Sidecars,
Hartland,

Michigan, with
Watsonian

Flight mounted
to Kawasaki

750cc Vulcan.

John
Dauginas
gives his

two sons a
sidecar

ride.

Bob Honemann
and friend with

1965 BMW
R69S/Steib,

owner of Bob’s
Motorcycle

World, Chicago,
BMW service,

parts, restoration
and salvage.
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USCA NATIONAL RALLY AT PONTIAC, IL..
Rally..

The
Potters,
Bob and
Sue with

their H-D/
Friendship

II.

Jousting
with water
balloons in

games.

A
Meeting
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USCA NATIONAL RALLY AT PONTIAC, IL..
Rally..

Moto Guzzi/
Watsonian

owner waiting
to take his

place on the
field.

Mitch Kozel
and son
Derryl,

waiting to
compete in

games.

Bob Honneman on
bike, Willey Kenney
in hack, builder and
sidecar racer retired,

now going into
vintage racing Co-
owner of rig Gary

Olson, all NIS
members. Rig was

too low to the ground
to be successful in

sidecar games due to
muddy field.
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USCA NATIONAL RALLY AT PONTIAC, IL..
Rally..

 Sunday
morning

church service
conducted by
Rev. Gerry

Mestek.

Some of the
USCA Rally
Committee.

Newly
reconditioned
EML/Moto
Guzzi rig of

Tobin
Stanley.
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USCA NATIONAL RALLY AT PONTIAC, IL..
Rally..

Left to right, Russ
Carter, Booby Prize

Blindman’s Bluff
Games Most Mashed

Milk Jugs:
David and Joe

Svesko, Booby Prize
Star Ring Toss took

down three of the five
poles and dragged

one along:
Bill McAlpine, 1st
Place Straight Line

stop, game #1, and 1st
Place Ring Toss:

Tobin Stanley
passenger, 1st Place
Blindman’s Bluff:
Beth Bailey driver,

Richard Bailey
passenger.

Another
general
view of

the rally
site.

A general
view of the
rally site.
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USCA NATIONAL RALLY AT PONTIAC, IL..
Rally..

Left to right,
Dorothy

Ledtje, Elaine
Rajaswasser,

Cliff and Betty
Smith.

Left to right,
Alice Matson,
Stan Fischer

picking up 1st
Place Adult Jelly
Bean for absent

winner Mike
Sucharski, Mike

and Dorothy
Ledtje, Beth

Matson, Geneva
“Jeep” Davis,
Floyd Shirey.
Donna Fousek

passing out door
prize to Marlene

Hattey.

Left to right,
Bill Milligan,

Joyce Canfield,
Nann Shirey,
Rob Findlay,
Joan Rusin,

Rodger
Matson, Paul

Walano held by
mother Evelyn.
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RIP
MORE ON J.R. EWING
by Doc Rourke & Elsie

I have not seen any of the following mate-
rial regarding the personal side of the J.R. Ewing
story in your articles on his passing and I wonder
if Elsie and I just happened to be with him at a
very special moment when he wished to talk
about his early years. We had started our friend-
ship with John, only a few months prior to this
moment and since this occurred only about a
week before he died, I must admit that I felt at
the time that this was all common knowledge. If
it were however, I'm certain some other person
would have mentioned it before now.

As his time ground down to a few remain-
ing months, I believe John needed some person
to talk to on subjects other than cycling and
related technical data. I just happened to arrive
on the scene at maybe the right moment, and
since my life paralleled his in regards to WWII,
the post war events, war surplus cycles, our ages,
our usually casual church approach despite our
full acceptance that there is a much greater
power, our divorces, our energy factors, plus our
extreme opposites in regards to our mothers, our
extreme opposites regarding our happy child-
hoods, our extreme opposites in late life remar-
riages, and yes, our extreme opposites in true
technical knowledge, all combined to offer us
sufficient talking material to last a thousand
weeks.

He truly enjoyed happy family type encoun-
ters which we all recognize as being "special",
especially when they involve the wives and
children within the club and in this regard, I'm
certain Elsie played a major role in John's last
minute hurried acceptance of me. We had many
talks and he told many stories which I was
certain were known to all and as a consequence I
made no special effort to capture them on tape or
paper to add to his memoirs. Until a moment
when we talked about how far back is it possible
for a person to truly remember actual babyhood
events. When I related some of my infant life
recall, John then became almost animated and I

somehow knew something special was coming.
Thinking that he wanted this to be a part of his
memoirs, I grabbed some paper and tried to
record everything he was saying. I also feel that
John had spoken little of this to anyone because
it involved an almost unbelievable babyhood
recall.

He was born in 1922, in Freeport, Illinois,
and he recalled his parent's breakup of their
marriage and his sister's birth when he was two
years of age. He knows that fact so very well
because he vividly remembers that he was no
longer wanted by his mother and his father was
now gone. He recalled a trip at this time with his
mother and little sister to an uncle whom he later
learned, lived near the Missouri/Kansas border
south of Kansas City. A short while later he was
left with this uncle while his mother returned to
Freeport, with her baby daughter to look for
work. John was left in the charge of an uncle
who did not want him, probably because of the
extreme shortage of food and work in the area
and "I was just another mouth to feed". John later
learned that the uncle was a sharecropper who
was obligated to compete with 1st, 2nd and 3rd
generation freed slaves for a livelihood. As a
consequence, John developed rickets and was
weakly sick through his third and into his fourth
years of life. He said that he recalls this time
period so well because he was always cold,
hungry and tired, but he was always expected to
do his share of labor.

His mother meanwhile, had found domestic
type work in the Freeport area, however his own
pleas thru his uncle's repeated requests for her to
take John back were steadfastly ignored.

Apparently, by the time John was four years
of age a miracle happened. He said that one of
his mother's housekeeping jobs had resulted in
her marriage to an established farmer and her
new husband demanded that John be re-united
with his sister and mother. He spoke of his trip
back to Freeport, as though it had been yesterday.
He recalled many events on the train from
Missouri, to his mother, however the greatest
memories centered around the increased quality
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and quantity of food. He almost related it directly
to the mileage when he said; "The food got better
and better the farther we went north." Naturally,
the first thing a starving child would recall is
something to eat. (However, little John was also
starving for two other precious ingredients
needed to sustain life within aggressive people. It
was obvious that he hungered for love and
recognition.)

Let me cheat a little and copy the hastily
scribbled notes which I wrote as he quietly spoke
of his trip back to his mother. Please remember
this was a wee sick four year old lonely child
with rickets, who was making this journey with
his name tag and ticket pinned to his coat. The
name tag and ticket were necessary because this
near baby was making that train trip all alone in
1926. An uncle "loaded" him onto the train in
Missouri, and "His New Father" took him off in
Freeport. (500 miles?) And His Mother did not
come to meet him. Oh yes, I promised you my
exact notes:

1. He was met at the station up at Freeport, by a
wonderfully loving new man with a big black
mustache. ("The first thing I saw was that big
mustache as he came right up and towered
over me. He then reached down and swept me
right up into his arms.")

2. He was greatly loved by his "step-dad, John".
("Was 'John' also your step-father's name?" I
don't believe J.R. understood me because he
sincerely replied; "I loved that man!")

3. The farm food was excellent.

4. His biggest moment ever in life was being
called "Johnny". (A name of his very own
finally completed that triad of Food, Love and
Recognition.)

5. He was not loved nor wanted by his mother.
But he always loved his mother and sister.

6. His step-dad died and it left a tremendous
void.

7. He had rechecked to confirm dates and he was
assured that he was four when he made his trip

RIP..
north with his tag and ticket pinned on his coat
to meet "that stranger" with a big black mus-
tache, and he was 10 when "my father" died.
(J.R. had only six wonderful boy-hood years to
"adopt" his role model, however that short
period lasted him a lifetime of memories. He
knew of no other person who impacted his life
so greatly nor any other person whom he loved
so much.)

That was the end of Johnny's childhood. His
mother took him and his sister out into a foreign
life. She drank and chased around and continued
to assure him that he was not wanted. John grew
up in a hurry. He softly described her as a "kind
of tramp".

When a dying man speaks so honestly and
frankly about his own mother, I was suddenly
aware that the ingredients of true hell are far
greater than simple ethereal fire and brimstone.
Her living, tangible, private hell appeared to be
right here and forever on earth buried deeply
within her own son. And yet; He never once had
actually damned her. Was he asking in his own
way to help keep that living hell alive, or was he
giving a great moral message to young ladies
who decide to exchange the basic needs of all
their children for immediate unlimited personal
pleasures? I wished that many mothers with that
problem had been there at that moment. Under
those circumstances, all would have gotten the
message. Or was he just taking this opportunity
to tell another of his wonderful stories through
us? Will any of us ever really know?

A very weak and exhausted J.R. had dozed
off at this point, and Elsie was quietly sitting and
watching his every breath. I think we were both
in a state of near shock so, to do something, I
continued to write the following; "I'm certain this
fact about his mother played a huge roll in John's
cycle club years where he fully enjoyed the
company of each able man and respected the
company of their participating wives. I know
each good lady he met was quietly loved as a
"sister or niece" far more than that good lady
ever realized. His language was often strongly to
the point (Yes, J.R. swore a little and maybe
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more) however I noted he toned it so greatly
whenever Elsie or another lady was present."
With J.R., the age of chivalry never died and I do
not believe he ever quit truly loving his mother.
Maybe it was all mixed into that love X hate
complex.

J.R. had finished his nap on his old living
room sofa with his dogs tucked in all around, and
awoke somewhat refreshed. With no apology for
dozing (maybe he never realized that he'd been
asleep) he continued right on without pause
regarding schooling, his first jobs, World War II
and his return to cycles. Much later, he asked
Elsie to say a few words in prayer while we held
hands. Then we finally parted and each knew that
it might be for the last time. Yes, we had both
learned to love J.R. in a big hurry and all who
came to call worried about him being so helpless
and alone. It must be so hard to die alone by
oneself. We saw him a short while later in his
chair in that same room, however he was really
too tired to talk or even live. He assured us
however, that he now wanted to take his final trip
to the hospital. And although very battered from
both toxemia and the extension of the cancer to
his brain: his great mind and recall was as bril-
liant and responsive as ever. He never once
complained of his unfair luck in life. Maybe that
fire of adversity in his childhood had tempered
him into being the best of us all.

Well editors, that is most of what I have.
The rest is probably well known to all, however I
will review it later. Right now I’m feeling kind of
tired myself. I do not know the procedure when
all of you get copies of the same thing at nearly
the same time. Maybe you toss coins to obligate
one to find space to publish. I swear this was not
a concocted tale. My good wife has been too
honest for her entire three score and 13 to partici-
pate in fiction.

I truly hope that John really wanted this
story told.  I must leave that decision to you
editors because you knew him better than I.
Neither Elsie or I will be saying anything more
about it until we learn of your actions. Maybe at
this moment we five are the only people who

know John's side of this. However, to those
others who may already know this portion of
J.R.'s life, it is certain that everyone will appreci-
ate your corrections and additions for his history
book.

Best regards,

Doc Rourke and Elsie Sept. 13, 1996

Mooresville, Indiana

Note:
To this I can only add my own observations.

My contact with JR as I have always known him
goes back several decades, but it was always
related to sidecars which were the major part of
his life.  He always approached problems with a
very earthy manner and often came close to
scientific sophisticated solutions.  Few would go
wrong to take his advice on most any topic,
whether it was related to toe-in or sidecar lead or
wobbles or tire wear.  He had an answer for most
anything and was never bashful to either speak
his mind to to put to paper or print, whether in a
private letter, or in to publish in the Sidecarist.

Quite often he would engage me in deliber-
ate arguement as if to challange some scientific
claims I might make from time to time - how-
ever, I felt quite humble in his presence however
I would never tell that crusty old bugger that -
even though I somehow felt that one never put
one over on him.  He just had that way about
him.

Now he has gone, as we all must one day.
He left this earth a much better place than when
he entered.  And he will be missed amd mourned
by many.  JR, the peace be with you, my man.

Added - Hal Kendall, 12/10/2005

RIP..
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Industrial News
EXCELSIOR-HENDERSON UNVEILING.

Photos by Ed Johnson
One of the best ads seen in Sturgis literature

this year, proclaimed "For the rider with an open
mind and room for a new tattoo... see your next
motorcycle. 1-90 Exit 30. At Days Inn, Sturgis".

They weren't kidding, either, as shortly after
9:00a.m. on Monday, August 5, 1996, the press
unveiling of the Super X took place. Not one, but
four running motorcycles, with an entire family
behind the project, obviously choked up with a
lot of emotion.

This editor joked that it was the first motor-
cycle he'd ever seen with McPherson struts for
the front end, reflecting on the obviously large
springs used on the leading link system.
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Industrial News..
EXCELSIOR-HENDERSON..
Super-X Specifications:
Wheelbase 65 in.
Length 95 in.
Weight 675 lbs.
Seat Height 27.5 in.
Frame Tubularsteel, Double cradle.
Eng. Mounts Tortion activated vibration ab-

sorbing
Fuel gap. 5.8 gallons
Load Cap. 415 lbs.
Engine Size 85 cu. in.(1386cc)
Eng. Design 50° "X-twin"
Eng. Cooling Air
Carburetion Elec. Fuel Inj.
Valve train 4 valve head, DOHC
Primary Wet multi gear
Transmission 5-speed
Final Drive Belt
Suspension Fr.Leading link

Rear, gas shock
Brakes Fr. disc, 4-piston caliper

Rear, disc, 2-piston caliper
Manufacturer: Excelsior-Henderson Motorcycle

Co., Minneapolis, MN
Phone: (612)894-9229.

HANNIGAN TRI-CAR
Specifications:
Width 6 ft. 2 in.

Length 104 in.

Hip room 26 in.

Leg room 48 in.

Shoulder rm. 24 in.

Trunk cap. 8 cu. ft.

Intro. price $7,995.00

Manufacturer: Hannigan Fairing Co. Ltd., Route
4, Box 61, Hwy 641 S., Murray, KY 42071.

Phone:  (502)753-4256.

Photo: Ed Johnson
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Rally

By Spencer Bennett
The 1996 edition of the Doo-Dah Sidecar

Rally took place April 12 - 14, 1996, at Village
Creek State Park, near Wynne, Arkansas. This
year's rally was a little different because long
time Doo-Dah'ers Walt and Arla Hill have retired
to their ancestral homeland of Michigan, and
were unable to break through the snow to get
down to Wynne. They were sorely missed!

Another change this year was moving the
actual camping location to a different section of
the park because of bath house renovations not
being completed in time for the rally. The new
location worked out great though, and may
become permanent.

The ride over on Friday was made in the dry
and camp was soon set up by the early arrivals.
Friday afternoon activities consisted of setting up
the coffee pot, gathering firewood, and helping
Ken and Charlie Hardin set up the biggest tent
ever seen at the Doo-Dah. The Friday evening
chili was sponsored by Mike Dale and was up to
his previous high standards. While waiting for it
to cook, the rally goers partook of test rides on

DOO-DAH '96

Spencer Bennett's Goldwing/California and Mike Dale's BMW/Velorex in foreground.
Nick Caliva's Moto Guzzi/Hannigan in background. This is Saturday morning at Doo-Dah.

Mike's 1971 Honda 350 and Davied Masner's
1973 Honda 200 -- a fun pair of motorcycles to
roam around the park on. Once the chili was
done, the motorcycles were forgotten and the
feeding frenzy began.

After dinner, the campfire felt just right as
there was a touch of Spring chill in the air and
the group sat around it, telling stories and watch-
ing new arrivals until about 10:00p.m. when the
tireds suddenly overcame us all!

Saturday morning came with the sound of
serious rain on the tent. A real gully washer had
come in during the night and the breakfast
prospects were looking grim until Mary Bennett
and Beverly Hardin seized the moment and
relocated the breakfast to their cabin. Once at the
cabin, Davied Masner stepped into his chef's role
and was soon producing breakfasts almost to
order.

 After breakfast, the weather began to lift
and the sun finally broke through to dry up the
grounds. A ride to the Archaeological State Park
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at Parkin, Arkansas, was soon organized. The
Archaeological Park is the site of one of the
largest Native American towns in the state of
Arkansas. It is believed that Hernando Desoto
visited the town in June, 1541. Quite an interest-
ing place to visit as the excavation is on-going
and new facts are constantly coming to light.

After the tour of the Archaeological Park,
the tour group was given the opportunity to do
some maintenance on Mike Dale's sidecar rig.
Paul Rhodes had borrowed it for the ride and it
was completely inop electrically, when he came
back to start it. After about an hour of dis-
assembly, pulling and poking, the errant loose
connection was found and repaired, and the
group was soon back on the road.

The rest of the afternoon was spent Doo-
Dahing about the campsite, tossing Frisbees,
napping, and other worthwhile Spring day
activities. Dinner was the customary spaghetti

feed, which uses the left over Friday night chili
as a sauce base and adds to it. The dinner was
served at Mary and Beverly's cabin and was
followed by a brief speech and thank you's from
the host to all who had shared the weekend's
activities. Then down to the campsite for the
campfire and sitting around, although some
turned in early so as to be able to get on the road
early on Sunday.

Sunday morning dawned as pretty as an
Arkansas Spring day can be, and most of the
equipment had dried out by now so packing up
was easily done with most of the group getting
out on the road home. This year's Doo-Dah
attracted a total of seven sidecar rigs, seven solo
bikes, and about 25 adults, along with a lot of
kids. This was down a little bit from last year but
still enough to have a great outing.

We hope to see a few more folks at Doo-
Dah '97, which will be April 11 - 13, 1997, at
Village Creek State Park, near Wynne, Arkansas.

Rally..
DOO-DAH '96..

Mike Dale in the Doo-Dah "uniform of the day" on Saturday morning
while the weather was still trying to be a bit grim.
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Rally..
DOO-DAH '96..

Charlie Hardin sets out on a "test ride" of Davied Masner's 1973 vintage CL-200 Honda at
Doo-Dah '96. Mike Dale's 1971 Honda 350 in the foreground.

View of the Doo-Dah campsite during the
Saturday afternoon feeding frenzy -about

noon -- which would progress to a spaghetti
dinner by evening.

Nick Caliva's Moto Guzzi/Hannigan, from
Robinson, Texas -- long distance attendee at

this year's Doo-Dah -- parked in front of
Spencer Bennett's Goldwing/California. Mike

Dale's BMW/Velorex in background.
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Rally
By Larry Lehr

What does it take to make a successful rally? A
lot of people? Tons of activities? A 'slick" location? The
1996 "Howdy Summer" Southeastern Sidecar Rally
had none of these attributes. Indeed, it was a well
planned and organized but laid back event. There was
no pressure, no pins or patches and no door prizes, but
it was held in a beautiful north Georgia mountain
location, a few miles south of the North Carolina
border. It didn't hurt that the weather was gorgeous up
until the Saturday night dinner ride, when it rained for a
few minutes, then stopped for the hour trip.

Thursday, June 13, 1996, saw the kickoff with
registration and the rally lasted until Sunday, June 16th.
The rally goers arrived feeling good and after the rally
felt happy and satisfied. That was the feedback we
received, so the host Georgia Sidecar Club felt it truly
was the sign of a successful rally.

Thirty-nine folks showed up as follows: 2 from
Florida, 1 from South Carolina, 2 from North Carolina,
3 from Kentucky, 2 from West Virginia, and 29 from
Georgia. There were 18 sidecar rigs and 7 solo bikes
registered. The rally site was Bald Mountain Camp-
ground, a few miles outside Hiawassee, Georgia. The
"Bald" comes from the mountain visible behind the
campground, Brasstown Bald, the highest point in
Georgia, at 4,784 feet.
Sidecar Safety Program

A sidecar safety Program (SSP) was given on
Friday with the classroom portion held in the Park
Pavilion and the range exercises in the large field, 200
feet in front of the Pavilion. The students were Carol
Brooks of Marietta, Georgia; Fred Harper from
Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina; Kevin Klages from
Wellsburg, West Virginia; L.R. "Bob" Moser from
Lennesaw, Georgia; and Robert Wilson from Scotland
Neck, North Carolina. All the students passed the
course and all reported they had a good time taking the
course and learned a lot. The instructors, Larry Lehr
and Carl Schantz, thoroughly enjoyed putting on the
course. Carol Brooks won the coveted "Most Im-
proved Student" award, a well worn and rusty metal
sidecar toy, appropriately labeled. Of course, she was
thrilled!

HOWDY SUMMER SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL
SIDECAR RALLY

The Friday night weenie roast was well attended
and you would have thought we were serving prime
rib, the way everyone tore into the hot dogs. Although
ketchup, mustard, relish and onions were served, we all
agreed that next year we need to serve chili with the
dogs. And so it shall be! Copious quantities of coffee
and lemonade were also on the menu which was
available during the entire rally. Tire kickin' and tellin'
lies was also on the menu and everyone did their fair
share of that into the wee hours.

Saturday morning dawned warm with scattered
clouds. The peoples choice bike show started at
10:00a.m. with sidecar rigs and solo bikes on the
grounds in front of the Pavilion. While the bikes were
parked for the show balloting, the ehtrants and other
rally participants gathered at the bleachers next to the
Pavilion for the tech session. The tech session modera-
tor was Dennis Kanderis, owner of Lakeside Cycles in
Cumming, Georgia. Dennis specializes in mounting
sidecars to Harley and BMW motorcycles, but also
works on other rigs. His restoration work has won
several awards in competition. Dennis gave a lengthy
discourse on correct alignment and mounting and
answered a myriad of questions. After the discussions
and after the balloting was completed for the bike
show, he performed alignment and mounting checks
for rigs that participants wanted checked. All the
attendees praised Dennis for his technical expertise and
interesting lecture. Dennis does excellent work and can
be reached at Lakeside Cycles on (770)887-0302.

The field events started at 3:00p.m. in the large
field behind the park store. There were four games --
the blind sidecar race (driver blindfolded with direc-
tions by the passenger) with fastest time without
disqualification; ride the boardwalk (drive down a 10
foot 2x4 with the bike wheels then down the board
with the sidecar wheel); blindfolded "find the Frisbee"
(closest to the Frisbee wins); placing golf balls in milk
jugs by driver while underway. Each of these games
were made doubly difficult because all the contestants
were laughing so hard they couldn't concentrate.
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And the peanut gallery was laughing even harder.
A great time was had by all. NOTE: Only one solo bike
showed up for the solo games, so we canceled those
events.

A 20 minute award ceremony was held in the
Park Pavilion at 6:00p.m. Kevin Klages, from
Wellsburg, West Virginia, won the Minamide Calendar
for riding the longest distance to the rally -- 652 miles.
Bill Bors took the peoples choice trophy for sidecar
rigs with his GL1500/Champion Escort rig. Bill Abdu
won the solo bike trophy with his GL1500. As previ-
ously mentioned, Carol Brooks won the prestigious
Most Improved Student Award in the SSP. Carol also
took the gold for winning the "closest to the Frisbee"
field event. Bill Bors won the coveted trophy for the
blind sidecar race. Al Maxwell outdrove the competi-
tion winning the golf balls in the milk jugs event and
the ride the boardwalk event. Everyone was suitably
impressed with the neat winners' plaques.

Rally..
HOWDY SUMMER SE REGIONAL SIDECAR RALLY..

A dinner ride was on the agenda after the awards
ceremony with the destination of the Dillard House in
Dillard, Georgia. The Dillard House is known through-
out the Southeast for its great southern cooking and
excellent service. The food is served family style and
no one complained that they didn't get enough to eat.
The restaurant was an hour ride from the rally site and
the delightful scenery was a plus before dinner. It
rained just as the ride got started, but quit after a few
minutes and the weather was nice for the remainder of
the trip. It rained again as we came out of the restaurant
after dinner, but after a few minutes it quit for the ride
back to the campground.

This rally could not have succeeded without the
dedicated assistance of some very special people --
Renick Abbott, Bill Abdu, Howard and Carol Brooks,
Bill Bors, Eddie George, Jesse Land, Carol Lehr, Greg
Stucke, and Carl Schantz. A heartfelt thanks to them
all. And special appreciation to Bill and Jean Radtke,
co-hosts of the rally who worked long and hard to
make it a success.

Action at the weenie roast Friday evening.
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Bill Bors, driver, and Eddie George, monkey,
who won this field event.

Rally..
HOWDY SUMMER SE REGIONAL SIDECAR RALLY..

The Shade Tree Brigade.

Carol Brooks on her Harley rig "Riding the
Boards".

The Gatorade Brigade.

MC Larry Lehr and Bill Abdu, winner of
Peoples Choice Solo Bike event.

Grand Poobah Larry Lehr and Carol Brooks,
winner of the Most Improved student Award.
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Rally..
HOWDY SUMMER SE REGIONAL SIDECAR RALLY..

Above: The group at the Tech Session. Below: Bikes for Peoples Choice Bike Show.

SSP students at table in the classroom session include on left standing, Robert Wilson, seated
next left is Fred Harper, tall man in hat Kevin Klages, standing is Carol Brooks, and behind

Carol is L.R. "Bob" Moser, with instructors Larry Lehr and Bill Radtke standing behind
Robert and Fred.
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The Ultimate Hack
Text and photos by David L. Hough

Do you ever slide into a daydream about
building the ultimate motorcycle? Whenever I
was bored out of my gourd at work, I'd usually
drift into a daydream about the ultimate motor-
cycle sidecar combination. Forget about flimsy
motorcycle wheels and wobbly sidecar connec-
tions. Build a space frame with low-profile
automotive-style wheels. Drop it low to the
ground like a racing outfit, but just high enough
to be legal in traffic. Bolt in a really torquey
motor—the more cubes the better. Make all the
fittings from aircraft-quality stainless steel.
Center hub steering. Massive brakes. Smooth
bodywork. Show-quality paint. As long as we're
dreaming, let's have ABS brakes, low-profile
tires, and adjustable gas shocks.

Of course, my day-dreams have remained
just dreams. If money were no object, such a
dream could turn into reality. And apparently the
Swiss have a different view of affordability. The
firm Gruter & Gut (GG Motorrad Technik) has
actually built the ultimate sidecar rig, the GG
Duetto. But get a firm grip on your smoking
wallets, folks, because the price tag is a whop-
ping 60 thousand bucks. Okay, if you rush out to
buy the introductory machine, you can get it
discounted down to $55,000.

But let's play along with the idea even if no
one we know could possibly afford one. Let's
take a serious look at the Duetto. What's this?
You'd let me take it for a spin, too? Well, kick the
tires and light the fire, and I'll be back when the
tank runs dry.

Bike Test
The Duetto Ain't Your Grandfather's Outfit

Factory Photo - Added 12/10/2005

What Your Grandfather Never Knew
The Duetto lets you know right away that it

is a serious machine. It's got only three wheels,
but it sure ain't your grandfather's wobbly R-50/
Steib econo-outfit. The BMW K1100 16-valve 4-
banger is torquey and smooth. The suspension is
racecar-stiff, and the low-profile tires don't allow
any sway or bounce. The center-hub steering
requires considerable effort in tight turns, but
tracks like a bullet train at superslab velocities.
Forget the concept of a sidecar being clamped to
a flexible motorcycle frame, this rig is a perma-
nent three-wheeler. Think of it as an open-
cockpit, three-wheeled sports car.

It's low, it's wide, and it goes like stink. One
measure of the Duetto's stability is that the
sidecar wheel stays glued to the pavement even
in tight right-handers, where most sidecars would
show a lot of air under the wheel. Corner at the
limits and the Duetto begins to drift sideways
before the sidecar wheel begins to fly. But
steering effort is considerable and there is no
power steering other than your muscles. Besides,
the image of a $60K Duetto wrapped around a
tree is sufficient for me to keep my ego and
speeds within reasonable limits.

Strolling around the outfit a few times, I
find lots of details that make sense. The lami-
nated body is nicely done. Wrinkles on the side
are more than stylish; they provide strength

-----------------------------------------------------------
Reprinted from the May 1996 issue of
MOTORCYCLE TOUR & TRAVEL, by
permission.  Text and photos scanned in by
Hal Kendall for the e-copy from the original
printed copy as text & photo quality were
getting compromised.  12/10/2005.
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against side impacts. The "door" opens forward
with an electrical jackscrew to allow civilized
entry and egress. The Oidecar windshield can be
raised or lowered electrically—it's actually a
BMW K 1 100LT component. The cavern behind
the seat forms a monstrous trunk, accessed via an
electrically latched lid.

Front suspension is carried on a massive
banana-shaped arm pivoting in aircraft-style
bearings and supported by a single no-nonsense,
gas-adjustable shock/spring. Suspension and
steering components are machined and finished
to a quality that would make a Boeing engineer
nod in approval. Brakes are disc on all three. The
front brake is impressive: internally-vented disc
with 8-piston caliper with ABS, of course. With
those 185 x 14, 50-percent profile tires, the
Duetto hauls the rig down from warp speeds with
no fuss.

The BMW 1092cc 4-banger is liquid-cooled
and fuel-injected. Exhaust is made EPA-friendly
via a catalytic converter and the exhaust note is
civilized (as if that would help make the flame-
yellow combo less noticeable to the gendarmes).
Fuel is carried in the sidecar in a tank positioned
behind the sidecar wheel for best stability. 38
liters ought to take the Duetto about 300 miles
between fill-ups at semi-legal speeds. Dry weight
is 410 kg (900 pounds). One real-life example of
the Duetto is being displayed on a rotating
schedule at various BMW dealers in North
America. As of this writing, the outfit was in
Seattle.

Whether you or I can actually afford a GG
Duetto isn't really the point. The point is that
here's a functional and stylish machine that
pushes the limits of daydreaming out into hyper-
space. I can appreciate that, even if my wallet is
too far removed from my daydreams. And thanks
for the ride, fellas.

If you would like to add a very exotic and
functional three-wheeled motorcycle to your
stable of machines, contact Helmut Niederer at

Bike Test..
The Duetto Ain't Your Grandfather's Outfit..

3301 Crescent Knoll Drive, Dept. MT&T,
Matthews, N.C. 28105. Call (704) 591-2507 or
(704) 841-4965. The manufacturer of the GG
Duetto is Gruter & Gut Motorradtechnik. They
can be reached at CH-6294 Ermensee, Dept.
MT&T, Switzerland or call the company at 041-
85-3130.
Note

Recent attempts to view the rig at the Gruter
& Gut Motorradtechnik.current website, <http://
www.gg-technik.ch/> failed to produce the
fabulous Duetto.  It did produce other vehicles
such as a new solo and a quad. See below.

Factory photos - Above

It seems this company soes indeed specalize
in advanced unusual machines, but do not hold
your breath waiting for the Duetto to appear even
in your wildest daydream..  Hal Kendall - Added
December 10, 2005.

Photos from the David L. Hough spread -
over.....
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Bike Test..
The Duetto Ain't Your Grandfather's Outfit..

While this may be the ultimate sidecar, don't get any ideas that you can actually "drive" this
vehicle from the sidecar. Our test man waits patiently in the rig while our pilot snapped this

picture. The ride is just as thrilling for the passengers as it is for the pilot.

Fast turns usually bring the third wheel in the
air. Not so with the GG Duetto.

Front suspension features a single-sided arm
supported by a gas shock.
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Bike Test..
The Duetto Ain't Your Grandfather's Outfit..

The center-
hub steering

requires
some effort

around tight
turns but

tracks like a
bullet on the
interstate. It
is powered
by a 1092cc

four-cylinder,
liquid-cooled

BMW
engine.

Sidecar amenities include a hinged rear trunk for extra stowage and carrying capacity.
For passenger weather protection, there's a BMW adjustable electronic windscreen.

The "wrinkles" on the sidecar are more than stylish, they offer increased strength against side
impacts. Passengers are given generous access to their seat from the hinged "door."
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INSTRUCTOR CORNER
By David L. Hough

SSP

Want to Teach?
I continue to receive requests for informa-

tion about sidecar operator training. The process
starts when an experienced sidecarist is ap-
proached by a novice sidecarist, perhaps some-
one who has made the decision to get a sidecar
and then realizes there is a lot more to it than
they had thought, or someone who would like to
try a sidecar rig before making the big decision.

And, just as the novice discovers there is
more to sidecars than meets the eye, the experi-
enced sidecarist suddenly realizes there is more
to training than just letting someone get on a rig
and driving away, especially if the novice has no
motorcycle experience. That's usually when I get
the phone call. The novice wants to know when
the next class is. The veteran wants to know
what's involved in becoming an instructor. In
Washington, I usually get the calls about sidecar
training, forwarded from the state Coordinator.

Based on the questions I have been asked,
let's ramble through the sidecar training situation.

With two-wheeled motorcycles, the rider
training path has been paved by the Motorcycle
Safety Foundation and smoothed by state rider
education programs. The novice motorcyclist can
usually find a Motorcycle RiderCourse available
nearby, within a few weeks, often subsidized by
the state safety program to keep tuition low.
Instructors are trained by MSF Chief Instructors,
and MSF certification is recognized by the states.
Most state programs are financed by surcharges
on rider endorsements. The Motorcycle
RiderCourse/Riding And Street Skills is for
novices with no prior motorcycle experience.
There is also and Experienced RiderCourse for
advanced motorcyclists.

With sidecar rigs, the training path is a lot
muddier and strewn with boulders. Our first
washout is simply numbers. There just aren't
enough sidecar rigs on the road to create a

demand for frequent training programs. And
since sidecarists are spread over wide geographi-
cal areas, it is rare to have enough novice side-
carists at one time and place to provide a reason-
ably-sized class. Since sidecar training isn't
recognized by most state programs, there is
seldom a tuition subsidy. So, the actual cost of
training is a lot higher than most riders expect.

Another boulder in the "road" is that the
state rider training programs usually depend
upon the MSF materials and certification, but the
MSF has avoided developing any sidecar training
information. We must remember that the MSF is
funded directly by the major motorcycle manu-
facturers and importers, most of whom proscribe
sidecar (or trailer) use. We came very close to
getting the MSF to agree to a pilot sidecar ver-
sion of the (beginning) Motorcycle RiderCourse
in 1995, but the effort was suddenly torpedoed
by an unexpected budget cutback which elimi-
nated many of the MSF staff we had been work-
ing with.

A third lump in our path is the problem of
making training machines available for novices.
With the state-certified programs, motorcycle
dealers can participate in a bike loan program,
providing training machines to a training site for
a year or two. Training sites with frequent classes
sometimes just purchase training bikes for
student use. Even if a novice sidecarist is pur-
chasing a rig, it would be the exception if several
outfits were delivered in the same time frame and
geographical area. Very few sidecar training sites
have had rigs loaned or donated. Often, the
instructor is faced with allowing a novice to use
the instructor's own rig, or borrowing rigs from
sympathetic owners.

One other roadblock we've faced is now
being whittled away. We haven't had a "begin-
ning" sidecar course for novices. Our Sidecar
Safety Program was designed for sidecarists who
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SSP..
already know how to pilot a rig, but want to learn
advanced handling techniques. We hope to have
our new text, Driving A sidecar Outfit published
by mid-'97. Driving A Sidecar Outfit starts with
lessons and exercises for novices with no prior
motorcycle experience. This text has been re-
viewed by a number of veteran sidecarists and
sidecar instructors, and I appreciate your feed-
back.

Once Driving A Sidecar Outfit is available,
we can use it as a guide for training instructors.
Our suggestion is for new sidecar instructors to
first be MSF certified instructors, but that isn't a
hard rule, nor is it practical to become MSF
certified just to jump through that hoop. MSF
certification assumes continuing regular teaching
of MRCs and ERCs at a local training site. The
prime advantage of MSF instructor training is
learning techniques such as coaching, range
conduct, and the importance of standard termi-
nology. The primary difference between our
current Sidecar Safety Program training and
Driving A Sidecar Outfit is the addition of novice
information. The advanced lessons and exercises
in the book are very close to our current sidecar
training.
Sidecar "Clinics"

I was invited to offer a sidecar "clinic" at
the Moto Guzzi Owners Club/Bigfoot Sidecar
Club combined rally in Mount Vernon, WA on
July 12. We attracted 30 or so participants on
Friday, and the organizers decided to add a repeat
on Saturday, at which I was joined by Pete Smith
(Side Effects, Kamloops, BC).

Both of the "clinics" were intended for
novice (or potential) sidecarists as well as veter-
ans, and both reiterated how such events tend to
happen. At the scheduled time, very few partici-
pants show up, but I start the slide show anyway.

Gradually, other rallyists wandering by find
the discussion interesting and join the audience.
After 20 minutes or so, there is usually a respect-
able group. I've learned to start the conversation
with just two or three participants, and keep it
going in generalities until enough people gather

to start the actual presentation.

Such "clinics" are important to sidecaring,
as they are one of the few times when motorcy-
clists can think about what sidecars entail, get
their questions answered by experts, and perhaps
even become intrigued by these strange three-
wheeled contraptions. That's why I offered to
conduct such sessions at motorcycle rallies such
as the Moto Guzzi National, and also at the Chief
Joseph BMW rally in Redmond Oregon in June.
Seattle Sidecar Class

Jay Geiss and I conducted a sidecar class for
novices on August 10 and 11 in Seattle, using my
BMW/Ural rig and Jay's Guzzi/Spirit outfit. The
class was in answer to a request by several
individuals wanting the full treatment. I arranged
for the Evergreen Safety Council to sponsor the
class as a sidecar ERC, which meant we would
be covered by the state insurance program, and
have use of the Council classroom and range
areas. It also meant we were limited to a $50
course fee per participant (by state law). Obvi-
ously, that was a giveaway price, considering the
students got the free use of our equipment. We
used the book Driving the Ural Sidecar Motor-
cycle as the instruction guide, since it is available
and is reasonably close to what our USCA
version will be.

Two of the students were experienced
riders, two had little or no motorcycle riding
experience. Saturday focused on novice informa-
tion and skills, with passengers in the sidecars.
Sunday started with advanced lessons ("driving
in traffic") and advanced skills with no ballast in
the sidecars. We graduated three of the four
students. My rig had worn tires already, so I
waited until the class was over before installing
new rubber. With continuous turning, accelerat-
ing, and braking for hours at a time, the ma-
chines took a licking but kept on ticking. But as a
general rule, I don't think it is acceptable to
expect instructors to provide their personal
machines for training rigs.
Course Materials

Classroom teaching aids such as videotapes,
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SSP..
slides, and booklets are important, to provide
detailed information in an aggressive format. In
our Seattle class, the six of us sat around a table,
scrutinizing illustrations from the book, and
drawing diagrams on napkins. Course materials
are available for two-wheeled training, but we
don't have a standardized set of sidecar training
aids. Some sidecar training sites have made up
their own materials, but the Sidecar Safety
Program doesn't have the sidecar equivalent of
the MSF materials. Some of the MSF materials
can be used for sidecar training, but aren't ideal
because the instructor must constantly note the
differences between solo and sidecar techniques.

In the last issue, we brought up the subject
of a sidecar videotape. In response, one of our
members has volunteered to take on the task of
developing high-quality sidecar training materi-
als, including color slides and videotapes for
classroom use. William Radtke had joined our
discussion at the USCA National in 1995, and
had been thinking about how he might help.
Radtke is experienced in photography, video-
graphy, and development of instructional materi-
als (similar to my own background). We've
initiated a long term project to develop instruc-
tional materials to support the lessons in Driving
A Sidecar Outfit, including action videotapes to
demonstrate sidecar dynamics and advanced
driving techniques. With William's help, we're
actually in a position to produce quality training
materials which could be made available at a
reasonable cost to training sites, perhaps as early
as 1998.

As with discovering that sidecars require
more than the novice expects, making good
training aids is a complex business that starts
with mundane tasks such as listing the problems
a videotape is supposed to solve, proceeds
through writing (and rewriting) of a script, and
planning visual scenarios, and defining the
detailed actions needed for the final scene. The
actual production of shooting outfits in action is
the fun part, followed by hours and hours of
sweaty editing and duplication of videotape
copies. We'll keep you posted on progress. If

anyone in sidecar-land is a veteran instructional
media developer with an interest in volunteering
their talents on this project, contact either myself
or Radtke.
Keep Me Posted

Those of us interested in sidecarist training
are spread all over North America, so it is helpful
to hear what you're doing in your part of the
continent. Please continue to report to Ed
Johnson about training activities, but once in a
while I'd also appreciate a note about what you're
doing and what you've learned about training, so
that I can pass along the information via this
column.

William Allen Radtke, 1300 Compton
Woods Drive Loganville, GA 30249, (404) 979-
2589

David L. Hough, 93 Thunder Road, Port
Angeles WA 98362 (360) 452-0901
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SSP
Sidecar Safety Program
By Ed Johnson
SSP, HIAWASSEE, GEORGIA.

The United Sidecar Association, Sidecar
Safety Program, has a new teaching site. It is
Hiawassee, Georgia.

The instructors are Larry Lehr and Bill
Radtke. An application to the State of Georgia
has been made, asking them to accept the USCA,
SSP, on a statewide basis.

Larry and Bill held their first SSP course
June 14, 1996. These are the students trained:

Carol H. Brooks, Marietta, Georgia.

Fred W. Harper, Roanoke Rapids, NC

Kevin W. Klages, Wellsburg, West Virginia.

L.R. Moser, Kennesaw, Georgia.

Robert W. Wilson, Scotland Neck, NC

SSP, PONTIAC, ILLINOIS.
Motorcycle safety programs are featured at

three national motorcycle rallies, the GWRRA,
BMWOA, and the USCA.

We have the USCA, Sidecar Safety Program
as also the other two do. Our program has been
written up in the AMERICAN MOTORCY-
CLIST, other national sidecar magazines, and the
most recent article appeared in "Hog Tales".

The SSP has national recognition.

In a classroom session, Friday afternoon,
instructor Ed Johnson, covered the following
subjects:

Introduction to Sidecars,
Motorcycle Considerations,
Basic Rigging Techniques,
Lighting and Conspicuity,
Personal Protection,
Sidecar Inspection, and
Sidecar Driving technique.

Saturday morning, instructor Jim Fousek,
along with instructors Dave Sasenick and Tom
Van Horn„ coached the ten students through the
range exercises.

Earning the certificate of completion,
USCA, SSP, are:
James Broz, Vermillion, Ohio.
Mary Glab, Oregon, Wisconsin.
LeRoy Grubel, Carlock, Illinois.
Mike Ledtje, Santa Clara, California.
Bill Milligan, Phoenix, Arizona.
Robert Potter, Matoon, Illinois.
Tony Sella, Madison, Wisconsin.
Charles Upham, Evergreen Park, Illinois.
Gregory Wahls, Chenoa, Illinois.
Peggy Wahls, Chenoa, Illinois.

SSP, COLLEGE OF DU PAGE.
This was a memorable course, held on

August 10, 1996, as it may be the last at this
location. The USCA, SSP, does not have a grant,
and this is now required by Northern Illinois
University.

Five states were represented by the students
that came to this session. And to make it note-
worthy, Dave Dickenson, developmental service
engineer, Harley-Davidson Motor Company,
attended. He put on a stunning exhibition of
sidecar stunts.

Instructing were Jim Fousek, Jeanine
Johnson, Kurt Liebhaber and Ed Johnson.

These are the students trained:
Daniel J. Bingley, De Kalb, Illinois.
Ben Brown, Wilmette, Illinois.
San Camden, Crystal Lake, Illinois.
David M. Dickinson, Sturdevant, Wisconsin.
Brad L. Kleis, Oak Lawn, Illinois.
Howard Klinefelter, Naperville, Illinois.
John W. Lawrence, Darlington, Indiana.
Kelly Y. O'Hara, Louisville, Kentucky.
Richard D. Sveen, Wheaton, Illinois.
Judith L. Thompson, Darlington, Indiana.
Robert H. Underwood, Friendship, Wisconsin.
David Van Artsdalen, Dayton, Ohio.
Pat Van Artsdalen, Dayton, Ohio.
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SSP..
Where do we go from here? This was the

same question posed ten years ago when we lost
our sidecar seminar site at Northeastern Illinois
University, Chicago, Illinois.

Fortunately, the motorcycle safety program,
Northern Illinois University, De Kalb, invited us
into their program. Based on the MSF, Motor-
cycle Safety Program Experienced Rider Course,
the USCA, SSP was founded and incorporated.
Sidecar Instructor Preparation was carried out at
Crystal Lake, Illinois, at Mc Henry County
Community College. Due to the generosity of
some, the program now owns five small dis-
placement motorcycles with sidecars attached.

Looking ahead, the USCA, SSP, has been
invited to a site in the state of Wisconsin. If this
does occur, we then would have the problem of
publicizing the new location so that those inter-
ested in sidecar training would know where to
go. None of the sidecar manufacturers have ever
come forward and offered to help in the promo-
tion of sidecar training, or even offered to publi-
cize it. The demand for a course in sidecar safety
is isolated, and not centralized in one location,
making it difficult to set up instructional loca-
tions. The IRS has OK'd our status as a non-
profit organization, eligible for our donors to
deduct this from their federal income tax. Hope-
fully, this will bring some money into our bank
account.

If there is anyone out there in "sidecarland"
that is willing to lend-a-hand in the further
development of the USCA, SSP, please call Ed
Johnson, coordinator, (815)478-5609. Treasure,
time or talent -- what can you contribute?

Dave Dickenson, Harley-Davidson Motor
Company, performs exhibition at College Du

Page.
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Below: School bike fleet at College Du Page.

Sidecar Safety Program

Above: Classroom of SSP at USCA National.

Graduation
group at College

Du Page.
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Coming Events
January 1, 1997, Polar Bear Ride. Info, Northern  Illinois Sidecarists, (815)4785609.

February, 1997, Brass monkey Sidecar Rally, Presidents Day Weekend, Supposedly somewhere in
California. Info: Jack Zollars, 45023 N. Fig Ave., Lancaster, CA 93543. (805)945-2397 or Dave
Tenpenny, (602)883-8275.

May 30 - June 1, 1997, 15th Annual Pow Wow. Info: Northern Illinois Sidecarists (815)729-2694.

June 20 - 22, 1997, 16th Annual Sierra Sidecar Spectacular. Info: Sierra Pacific Sidecar Club, 390
Hallson Lane, Ben Lomond, CA 95005. (408)336-2476.

July 24 - 27, 199?, USCA NATIONAL RALLY, Partridge Hollow Camping Area, Monson, Massa-
chusetts. Info: Alma and Don Nolin, (508)771-2261 or Dale Cochran, (413)782-2914. Watch for
more information in future issues.
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Classifieds
1st Time Ads
For Sale:
1995 Magenta SE with Motorvation sidecar, both

with all options, too many to list. Featured in
ROAD RIDER mag. Show Bike. Sidecar can
be purchased sep. Nicholas Plevel, Rd#3 Box
188, Belle Vernon, PA 15012. (412)929-3035
or 929-6445.

Sidecar, 1993 K1100LT/95 EML GTII, black,
15K, assembled by BMW Motorrad of St.
Louis, plenty of extras, needs nothing.
$20,900.00. Arthur G. Lensgraf, D.C., 3827
Cleghorn Ave., Nashville, TN 37215.
(615)7943679.

1982 GL1100 Goldwing with matching Vetter
Terraplane sidecar, 17,000 miles, excellent
condition, call after 5:00p.m.

(207)743-7703. $4,800. Iver R. Carlsen, 49
Pleasant St., Norway, ME 04268.

Velorex 562E sidecar, new with cover and cony
top, $850 firm. Bill Lickfield, Box 205, Athol
Springs, NY 14010. (716)6481830.

California I sidecar custom body with clear
coated two-tone red metalflake paint, must see,
never connected to bike, $1,500. Scott Meade,
129-A Wild Iris Lane, Chapel Hill, NC 27514.
(919)933-3212.

Wanted:
Used sidecar -2+2- prefer Hannigan, Escort or

California III. Terry Howard, 403 Ikes Rd.,
Taylors, SC 29687. (864)292-5077.

Restored or gd to vy gd orig cond BMW Spezial
s/c or Steib TR500 mtd to /2 frm-Earls fork
with R90 or lgr eng cony. Will cons other brnd
of s/c or s/c alone. Joe Cordileone, 2944
Tartan Rd., Billings, MT 59101. (406)252-
9700.

Final drive (pinion) gear with 4 to 1 ratio for
1981 GL1100 Goldwing, for pulling sidecar.
Gene Pinkie, 124 Gloria Dr., Shelbyville, KY
40065. (502)6336639.

2nd Time Ads
For Sale:
1990 Goldwing SE Champion Escort, 10,000

miles, color matched, asking $11,000. Robert
Nagler, P.O. Box 144, Butte Des Morts, WI
54927. (414) 582-7617.

1984 Kawasaki 700LTD, 28K mi., with Com-
muter sidecar, good condition & good tires,
black and maroon. $2,195.00 Call evenings.
Robert H. Facer, 13650 N. Frontage Rd.,
#559, Yuma, AZ 85367. (520) 305-2271.

Wanted:
Spirit Eagle sidecar - most any condition and

location considered. John Hussey, 30 North
Mountain Ave., Montclair, NJ 07042.
(201)748-9669.
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Manufacturers & Services
Business Cards

Rates: $30/6 issues
USCA Members,  $50/

6 issues (one year),
non-members. Send
business card and

check (US funds only)
to: Advertising
Manager, Selma

Heaton-De Vos, 2208
S. Jefferson, Muncie,

IN 47302.
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Classified Form

DEADLINE ISSUE           .
11 Nov.'96 Jan-Feb.'97
06 Jan.'97 Mar-Apr.’97
10 Mar.’97 May-Jun.’97
05 May '97 Jul-Aug.'97
01 Jul.'97 Sep-Oct.'97
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