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Lean-out
The annual hack trip to the Griffith Park Sidecar

Rally held its usual unexpected moments. You have to
understand that the GPSR is one of the few things that
even motivates me to venture into the maze of free-
ways and heavy traffic that is Los Angeles, California.
Otherwise, I try and avoid it as much as I can. So, it is
probably not hard to appreciate the fact that when I got
up on Friday morning the 25th of October, 1996, I
needed to pack up the rig.

Actually, that's not as bad as it sounds. I'd run the
rig just a day or so back, ridden up and had it gassed,
checked tire pressures, then come home and pulled an
oil change. Ready to roll.

What I was really procrastinating about was
heading up to Los Angeles in Friday traffic as opposed
to the usual lighter weekend traffic, due to the fact that I
was supposed to attend a sidecar industry meeting,
prior to the rally.

So, when I walked out to the garage about
5:10a.m. and found the street wet and this dripping
stuff coming out of the sky, my mood wasn't helped
any. So much for the early start to beat hometown
traffic.

I got the rig packed (the good part being I had
unpacked the usual junk a few days before), waited for
it to get light enough to see, then put on the rain gear
and started out... just in time to hit peak traffic and take
about a half hour to get five miles across town.

The next 110 miles went pretty good until the
Highway 71 detour through Chino. I'd read the closing
warning sign about a month back about the closure
from September 15th through October 15th, but what I
hadn't noticed was that it was October of the next year.
Umm humm. Not a bad detour except for about five
miles of 35mph zones and stoplights. And about an
added 15 miles. So much for my sign reading ability.

I had about 150 miles, three hours and a couple of
cups of coffee under my belt at this point and thought it
might be wise to exit the freeway maze, find a gas
station and make a pit stop. Naturally, when I did, I
managed to pick the one place in this part of the world
where the power had just gone out, stoplights were out,
gas pumps didn't work and restrooms didn't have any
lights. While removing my unneeded rain gear, I had a

friendly chat with a motor officer who assured me this
was just a localized power outage, directed me back to
the easiest freeway entrance, and off I went... about ten
minutes late for the meeting at this point.

I found my Glendale exit with no problem and
actually got through the city to the appointed meeting
room very well. Which, fortunately, had a men's room
right near the back of the room near the entry.

Both the industry meeting and the GPSR (and
two nights in town) were survived, however I was
watching the strange clouds blowing in from behind
the mountains and wondering what was going to
happen next. The rally site is surrounded by hills and
trees.

With the GPSR over, I hit the 134 freeway east,
continuing east on the 210. Here, I got a better idea of
what was- happening. While we had been down at the
rally in shirt sleeves, those clouds were hanging over
the mountains behind us... snowing. The view east and
south... where I had to go... looked dark, gloomy and
you could see the rain here and there.

When the wind came up, I lucked out and
managed mostly a tail wind for the final 125 miles
home. Not the worst of luck, even if it did start raining
lightly for the last 15 miles into the barn.

Luckily, I hauled two cameras up to Griffith Park.
Needed the flash on my Ricoh auto focus for the
industry meeting, and shot up the last of that roll on
Saturday at the rally, also using my SLR for some back
up shots. Sunday I loaded in my final 36 exposure roll
into the Ricoh, took about one or two shots and the
bugger jammed up with the shutter partially open. I had
been wondering how long that camera would last. I
usually go through a camera within about two years.

Nothing seemed to help, including new trying
batteries... it was jammed. So when the film in the SLR
ran out, I had no choice but to open up the Ricoh,
remove (and ruin) the partially exposed film, re-load it
in the SLR, guess at how many frames I needed to
forward through, them make sure my first few shots
after that were of non-critical rally views.
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Letters
HANNIGAN PRAISE.
Dear Editor

I managed to buy the same proto-type
Hannigan Conte Classic that was at the USCA
National on the Royal Star.

I was impressed by the personal service and
friendship that was extended to me by Dave, his
wife and all his employees. His attitude toward
perfection in his product has clearly rubbed off on
all his employees. He was very helpful and
patient in answering any and all questions I had.

With Dave Hannigan you're definitely not
just another customer that's forgotten once you're
out the door.

Carl Perry #5475 rainier, Illinois.

THANKS.
Dear Editor

We would like to thank all of the people who
helped us after our accident at the National Rally
on August 1, 1996. A special thanks to Jim David
and Jim Fousek, who stayed with our belongings
until they were secured and the rig loaded up our
trailer and moved to the rally site, while we were
taken to the hospital by ambulance. Fousek then
brought our car to the hospital, waited until we
were released and took us back to our motel. Both
Jims said there was no shortage of people to help
us in our time of need. Thanks to you all!

As accidents go, this one was quite unusual.
We were going north on Old Route 66 in our
1982 GoldWing/EML custom and were hit on the
right side by a fellow on a 650 Honda solo. The
sidecar went up in the air, laying the wing on its
left side and catapulting Bonnie over Gene's head
and into the roadway on her right shoulder. After
much physical therapy and considerable pain,
she's well on the road to recovery, hopefully with
no permanent damage. Fortunately, we were both
wearing helmets or the injuries would have been
much worse. Both helmets hit the pavement hard
and will have to be replaced, but neither of us
sustained any head injuries. So please wear your

helmet any time you are out on two or three
wheels!! It could save your life!!!

We had just picked up our rig the day
before the accident, after having spent 4 years
and many $$ having it customized to suit us. It
was the turquoise 1982 GoldWing Interstate
with a Harley tour pack and EML GT
doublewide with a HUGE windshield. We were
proud to see many of you taking pictures of it,
but we forgot to bring our camera, so we have
no pictures of it prior to the wreck. If any of you
would send us pictures or negatives, we would
be grateful and reimburse your expenses.
Thanks in advance!

Gene and Bonnie Pettit USCA # 3520,
1565 Central Parkway Florissant, '10 63031

HITCHHIKER ALERT.
Dear Editor

Back in 1993, I won the sidecar that
HitchHiker Sidecar, in London, Ohio, gave to
the USCA National Rally.

I was not able to get this sidecar until 1994.
Paul Williams and Johnny Beam had put the
HitchHiker sidecar onto my bike and removed
my Motorvation. Paul told me on the phone,
prior to that trip, that he would sell my Motorva-
tion sidecar for me.

My Motorvation had a windshield, convert-
ible top, and also, a tonneau cover, for when the
convertible top was off. I told Paul I wanted
$1,200.00 for the package.

He called me one day about four months
later, said a couple was interested. Never heard
from him again.

I sent a registered letter in April, 1996, to
HitchHiker Sidecar, which Paul signed for. I still
did not get any response.

In May, myself and another couple stopped
by, on our way to Washington, D.C. for the Ride
to the Wall. The business, HitchHiker Sidecar,
was closed, but we could see several bikes and a
trailer, through the window. I went next door, to
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Lafayette Injection & Turbo, and spoke with
Larry Thomas. He said that Paul's wife was
trying to sell the business and that she was
working on two sidecars. He also said to me that
Paul had painted my Wineberry Motorvation
sidecar, a Champagne color and sold the same.

I would like to see if putting this letter in
the SIDECARIST, might result in the person that
purchased my Motorvation sidecar, contacting
me.

I then called Johnny Beam at C&J Trike
Center, in Grove City, Ohio. He tells me that
Paul took a lot of people's money from sales that
he did and took Johnny for about $28,000.

I know I won the new sidecar, only had to
pay Paul taxes, but, he was supposed to sell my
Motorvation for me, not for him to make the
money off the sale.

I will file a suit against HitchHiker Sidecar,
as Johnny Beam suggested, if I have to do it. It is
only right that I get my money from the sale.

I had to tell you all of this, so you could
understand why I wanted the person, who bought
my sidecar, to get in touch with me.

I won a sidecar and also a lot of trouble.

Thank you,

Janie McNeese #3877 RR1 Box 1539,
Hemphill, TX 75948

RECENT ARRIVAL
DISAPPOINTED.
Dear Editor

First, let me state that I am not a manufac-
turer, importer, dealer or rigger of sidecars.

I am a recent arrival to the sidecar world
and just received my motorcycle/sidecar combi-
nation this past March. We have covered just
over 4,000 miles to date.

The purpose of this letter is to send a wake-
up call to those in the sidecar industry.

As a potential customer, I am totally fed up
with working so hard to spend my money!

What has brought me to this point of "atti-
tude" is that, as stated before, I am a new-comer
to the sidecar world but a long time resident of
the heavyweight motorcycle world. As a recent
arrival I have an open mind, receptive to all
matters, things, accessories, activities, etc., as
they relate to sidecars.

Toward the end of satisfying my "sidecar
needs" I early-on joined the United

Sidecar Association and subscribed to
HACK’D magazine in order to begin my sidecar
education.

From the few issues of the SIDECARIST
and HACK’D that I have received, to date, and
read and re-read, I have learned that there are
various "leaning" mechanisms that seemingly are
available, but from where? Word-of-mouth
seems to be the only form of advertising and we
must go forth and find these things by "acci-
dent"? Not likely!

I search the ads in vain. Somebody's best
kept secret!

The "cap" to my annoyance came again, not
by commission, but rather, by omission.

Imagine my delight to discover that the
annual United Sidecar Association Rally would
be held in Pontiac, Illinois, just 45 miles from
my home. Finally, here's a chance to meet the
vendors, eyeball-to-eyeball, jack our jaws and,
very possibly arrange the purchase of the several
major items that I desire to modify my rig!! Also,
while I'm there I can take the Sidecar Safety
course of instruction.

Imagine my disappointment to discover that
the annual United Sidecar Association Rally was
not deemed important enough for any manufac-
turer representation, not even literature to pass
out. I only noted two individuals who were set up
to sell a product, one with cleaner and wax/
polish and another with reflective safety items.

Those in charge of the USCA Rally, had
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arranged for a very nice building for vendors to
set up their booths. It was very well lit, had a
clean, smooth concrete floor, good ventilation,
spacious, centrally located, and -- EMPTY.

What a disappointment!

As a new owner of a 1996 Harley-Davidson
Ultra-Classic Tour Glide (FLTCUI) with match-
ing Ultra Classic Sidecar (TLE Ultra Classic),
my immediate interest was in aftermarket
products, such as rear shocks, an "improved"
sidecar windshield, a convertible top for the car,
and possibly the "leaning" mechanism. Another
thing that has come up, lately, is a sidecar
mounted gas tank and possibly an auxiliary
sidecar battery.

I am told that the probable reason vendors
were absent, was another rally which they appar-
ently believed offered greener grass on that side
of the fence.

I'm sorry that you (the industry) missed me.
I came with a pocket full of cash and my check-
book (in case the cash ran out).

I went home with most of the cash and the
checkbook un-defiled. You don't think me impor-
tant enough to send at least a pretty lady to hand
out literature? OK with me! I'll spend my money
elsewhere and "invent" what I need.

My final words to the sidecar industry is
simply this: We can't buy it from you if we can't
find you or are un-aware that you even exist. Not
only would your advertisement in sidecar publi-
cations be a considerable help to us, but addition-
ally, technical (low key) info or articles that
would help us understand how to apply your
product to our need/desire would be most
greatly appreciated.

Are you seriously in business or are you
engaged in a hobby producing minimal income?
If you are seriously in business then keep in
mind: You need us, we do not need you. We can
always find someone eager to help us separate
ourselves from our money. If you wish to con-
tinue in arrogant obscurity, I wish you all an early
failure.

Sincerely,

Lee Grubel #5560 Carlock, Illinois.
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Rally

By Greg TenBrook,
Photos by Phil Bickwermert

Thursday night had a record large crowd.
Howard Denny of Union City, IN, Harry Walter and
granddaughter Michelle of !Pittsburgh, PA, Lefty
Lewis of Toledo, OH, Fred Hunteman, our fearless
leader and Phil Bickwermert. Ryan and Rita King from
Lexington, KY, had been there since Wednesday night.
Doc and Elsie Rourke, who arrived just before I did
and were just visiting with intentions of coming back
Saturday.

Thursday's evening temperature was a typical
crisp, cool fall evening as the attendees huddled around
the warmth of the sparkling, crackling fire that Fred
and Phil built. All of our out of state attendees turned in
what seemed to be kind of early, but I forgot they are all
an hour ahead due to daylight savings time.

I was awakened about 4:30a.m. Friday, by a
gentle pitter-patter of rain hitting the tent. The rain
continued until about 6:00a.m. and I then decided to
venture out. The ground was not even wet, a lot of the
rain noise was just from water falling off the trees as
the wind would blow.

I turned on the coffee pot, which was prepared
the night before by Fred and Phil. When the ready light

1996 SO-LONG SUMMER CAMPOUT

came on, the first cup was just plain hot water. For
some reason the pot did not percolate and the coffee
grounds were dry as a bone. We got the other pot going
ASAP. We never heard the weather forecast but it felt
quite cool and was overcast and foggy.

Carl Perry was one of the first to arrive Friday,
since he stayed in Bloomington, IN, the night before.
He has a beautiful Hannigan Conti Classic sidecar
mounted on a pristine, low mileage 1978 GoldWing,
painted in the same red and white scheme as the
Yamaha Royal Star. He had a stuffed Harley pig for a
passenger in the hack.

George Arrington arrived in the early afternoon
after leaving Gatlingburg at 4:00a.m. He even stopped
in Friendship, IN, to visit one of his sons at a pioneer
festival, before arriving in North Vernon.

We got really busy registering people Friday
afternoon and evening. It never did rain but was still
cooler than the weather we had been used to. We got
permission to build a fire next to the shelter house and
kept it going the rest of the weekend.

Each registrant got a really great button, designed
by the Nelsons, honoring Ruth Arrington and J.R.
Ewing. Their absence was noticed Friday evening.

Ryan and Rita King, of Lexington, Kentucky, were early rally arrivals on Wednesday night.
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Kathy, Gary and Elizabeth
TenBrook arrived right before dark,
Friday the 13th, with two car sick
puppies. The inside of the car did not
smell very appealing and they were not
very happy campers. Speaking of
puppies, there were more dogs and
other pets here than at any other
campout had ever had. I counted 10
dogs, a guinea pig and Jack and
Rennie Haeseley had two miniature
Vietnamese pigs. Their names are
Babe and Superglide. The pigs were
very friendly and were a hit with all the
kids. Rennie provided lots of entertain-
ment for the children Saturday, and no
one had time to get bored.

Saturday was a very busy day.
Fred's battery died while on his way to
breakfast. He had a new battery at
home and was able to get in contact
with Deb Bickwermert before she left
home to come to North Vernon. She
stopped by his house and got the
battery to bring with her.

David Sasenick had a break-
down on his way to the campout but
was not too far from home and
brought his solo bike. he was to give a
sidecar safety course and a fellow
came all the way from Detroit, to take
the class. Dave was able to get in an
abbreviated course.

Gary Haynes gave an outstand-
ing technical session; J.R. Ewing
taught him well. John Kennedy
donated wooden animal puzzles he
made, to every child at the campout.

No one had seen George
Arrington all day, and most thought he
was homesick and went home early. It
turned out he did go home and made a

1996 SO-LONG SUMMER CAMPOUT..

Carl Perry with his Hannigan Conti Classic mounted on a
1978 GoldWing.

Jack Haeseley not only had Rennie Haeseley in his sidecar,
but two miniature Vietnamese pigs.
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wonderful donation to the door
prizes. He went home to get an
afghan that Ruth had made and
wanted us to give it away. We
decided to add it to the 50/50
drawing with the first winner to
pick either the afghan or the
money. The second winner got
what the first winner did not pick
and so on. John Kennedy had
also donated a toy sidecar statue
with two pigs riding, that he
picked up at Lorretta Lynn's
ranch gift shop. HACK'D
donated three subscriptions and
Carl Perry donated his Stuffed
pig.

Terry Brinklow of some-
where in Ontario, Canada, won
the 50/50 and took the money so
he could get home. He had been
on the road touring with his wife
Eilene, since the first weekend in
August. They had logged over
13,000 miles so far on this trip,
throughout the U.S., and were on
their way home. Terry pulled out
the second ticket to see who got
the afghan, and it was Phil
Bickwermert's. He and Debbie
will cherish it very much.

21 sidecars and five solo
bikes went on the dinner ride to
Broadacres Restaurant.

The So Long Summer
campout was a sizzling success
and the Sunday morning church
service drew a large crowd. It
was apparent that the camp-
ground keeps making improve-
ments every year, so we sched-
uled with the park for the same
time next year.

Doc and Elsie Rourke and dog Fetticini.

Gary and Carol Haynes.

Howard Denny.

1996 SO-LONG SUMMER CAMPOUT..
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KEYSTONE KAMPOUT '96
By Marilyn McManus

The second Keystone Sidecar Kampout was held
August 1618, 1996, at the Buttercup RV Park, near
Butler, Pennsylvania, with approximately 85 attending.

Friday night featured a delicious chili supper with
salad, bread and cake for desert. Carol Massey made
her famous chili with deer meat donated by Harry
Walter.

The weather was beautiful this weekend. Key-
stone Sidecar president, Harry Walter, alias "Ice Cream
Man", led an ice cream run each night. (If you ever
attend a campout with Harr, Walter present, he will
organize an ice cream outing -- we've all come to
expect it and he wouldn't think of doing otherwise!)

Saturday morning, everyone enjoyed the sidecar
games directed by Peter and Nancy Stonis. The water
balloon throw was the most fun -- especially appreci-
ated by both the young and young-at-heart! Ten year
old Dori McManus fell out of her sidecar while
throwing a water balloon. We were all worried she
might be hurt, but her first words when she got up
were, "Am I still in (the game)?". Yes, she had hit her
opponent and went on to win the first place trophy for
the "Little People Balloon Toss"!

Saturday morning, after the games and continu-
ing in the afternoon, was the popular "everything goes"
auction. Some great bargains were to be received from
25 cents on up. My husband got a can of "Whack" to
be sprayed on anything that gets out of "whack"! He
used it on an outside thermometer that quit working.
After spraying "Whack" on that, out crawled oodles of
bugs-- thus the problem was solved -- by "Whack"!
You'll have to see it to believe it.

Just as astonishing was the package of "Smoke" -
- for those times when smoke gets out of your electrical
system and it doesn't function any more. All you have
to do is simply add this tube of replacement smoke,
and voila', your system is back to normal (we hope).

Saturday's supper was a full course catered meal
of chicken and roast beef. Understand that Friday and
Saturday nights' meals were included in the modest
cost of the campout!

Sunday morning, after coffee and donuts, Ken
Track, lay evangelist for the Christian Motorcyclists
Association, gave a brief devotional and prayer for
traveling safety.

If you are wondering if you would enjoy a sidecar
campout, try the Keystone Sidecar Kampout. Everyone
is so friendly and you learn so many interesting vari-
ables of sidecars and sidecaring.

Next year the Keystone Sidecar Kampout will be
at the Kalyumet Campground in beautifulCook For-
est, Pennsylvania, August 15-17, 1997.

For those of you living near Pittsburg, Pennsylva-
nia, or if you are traveling through, the Keystone
Sidecar Group meets every third Sunday of the month
at Kings Restaurant in Harmarville, around 9:00a.m. It
is located just off the PA Turnpike. Dues are only
$10.00 a family per year, plus you will receive a nice
newsletter each month. Their mailing address is J.S.S.
and Associate, 5924 Wallace Avenue, Bethel Park, PA
15102-3458. Phone (412)833-1393.
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Outfits
THE EWING METHOD

I would like to dedicate this article to the honor of a fellow
sidecar enthusiast, innovator, teacher, lecturer and dear
close friend, J.R. Ewing. John Rola Ewing passed away on
may 6, 1996, of cancer.
By Gary Haynes

"The Ewing Method" is a sidecar rig designed
to allow the accompanying motorcycle to lean
approximately 15 degrees into or away from the
sidecar, while simultaneously steering the sidecar
wheel. This is all accomplished without the assis-
tance of chains, gears, levers, or bell cranks.

The rig that J.R. designed and developed in
the early part of 1994, is remarkable, to say the
least. It can be adapted to any motorcycle and
sidecar, to original wheels and with or without a
sidecar brake and factory forks. It will even work
on an old "plain jane" sitting in the garage.

The driver need not worry about handling
problems in difficult weather. Even on windy
Spring days there is no problem. Minimum effort is
all the driver needs to maintain control. On days
like these, he or she simply needs to trigger the bike
just a little into the wind. Any time the driver
becomes conscious of steering effort, he or she

My rig: 1985 Honda 1100 Shadow with 1983
California Friendship I with Ewing method.

needs only to cancel it out with the electric actuator.
When crossing over to pass a car, he or she needs to
trigger into the wind momentarily while breaking
out alongside, and cruise at 70, just like any other
day.

When making a 90 degree turn into the wind,
the driver must again trigger to trim the bike to the
new condition. There is no need to strain to hold the
bike on the road. The sidecarist may even "hot rod"
the curves/ this new rig will do everything expected
of it. The handling of this new rig requires some
new skills, but learning comes quickly to the patient
student.

"The Ewing Method" will work on almost any
outfit, with proper modifications. It takes some
money, special fabrication and time to get it to-
gether and working properly. This is not a typical
weekend project, but for J.R. and myself, the time
and effort was well worth it.
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The technique to attaching the rig is fairly
simple, it is a three-point mount: One low rear
mount, one high front mount and one high center
mount (electric actuator). This new three-point
method is what J.R. referred to as "The useful
spread". It is what causes the steering effect on the
sidecar, while allowing the motorcycle to lean.

First, one must begin with a worthy motor-
cycle. It must be mechanically sound (not necessar-
ily new), have good tires and wheel bearings, and
updated shocks and springs. If any of these items
are worn or bad, they should be repaired or re-
placed. Failing to do so could lead to problems
later.

A good heavy duty sub-frame is necessary to
start this project, because the lower rear mount will
be attached to it. In some cases, the front upper
mount can be attached to a sub-frame.The sub-
frame will need to be attached to the bike in a
manner that allows it to spread the mechanical load
to both sides of the bike frame, preferably close to
the points where the sidecar mounts will be. This
procedure should be given a lot of careful thought
to prevent future bike frame failure.

When fabricating the sub-frame and attaching
points, remember the phrase, "when in doubt, make
it stout". Tubing will suffice as sub-frame material,
whether it be round, square or rectangular. The
main thing to remember is quality in both material
and workmanship. If bending or welding cannot be
done personally, one needs to find a qualified shop,
or shops, that can. One may also have to do some
chassis modification to the sidecar, as I did.

During the process of installing a good strong
sub-frame the motorcycle chassis has also become
reinforced. Up toward the front and high, the fitting
should be placed near the frame steering head area.
Of course, it has competition for space on a motor-
cycle where the engine is a stressed frame member.
Look at the area where the cylinder head bolts to
the frame. On a double cradle frame, look for a
strong point near cylinder head height. The location
or height is not very critical, an inch or so up and

THE EWING METHOD..

Rear view of mounting system  - lower rear
mount and heim joint, just below the muffler,

and high mounted electric actuator.

Front view showing upper front mount with
heim joint.
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Modified sidecar frame and motorcycle sub-frame used with
Ewing Method.

down will not be noticed in the
handling. What is critical is that
we do not set ourselves up to
break the motorcycle frame
because that strong point is going
to take a lot of stress.

The rear mounting point
will be as close to the rear axle of
our motorcycle as we can get it,
without causing problems with
rear wheel removal. This is the
most rear part of the sub-frame.
The difference in height between
front and rear mounts is most
crucial.

Heim joints, also known as
spherical rod ends, are dear to
race car builders because they
rotate back and forth, sideways
and any combination in between.
These rod ends are ideal for
mounting conventional sidecars
as well, because they do not
twist, grunt, or tear the roots of
the bracket out of the motorcycle.
think of these rod ends as univer-
sal; they can approach from
anywhere. use these for the
attachments because they will
allow the rig to hinge. Again, use
large units of three-fourths inch
or larger, and the best quality
available.

The third mounting point of
"The Ewing Method", concerns
the electric actuator. It must sit
off to one side of a line drawn
through the center of the main
mounting points. The more

Outfits..
THE EWING METHOD..

Handlebar mounted switch.
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offset, the more effective the actuator's action will
be. We are limited in space however, because
people live up here. "People space" is mostly non-
negotiable. The legs of both the driver and the
potential passenger must not be crowded. The
actuator should not be placed close to a vulnerable
shin.

For the actuator we choose a unit with a 1,000
pound load capacity, 14 amp max electrical load, a
travel speed of five-eights of an inch per second,
and a total travel length of four inches. (This was
the most efficient unit we could find in our re-
search.)

Now, let's talk about electronics. Not being an
electrical designer or engineer (meaning I can't
answer a lot of questions about how or why we did
it this way), I can only show and tell what is on our
rigs and that it has worked through three years and
some 30,000 miles. The actuator is wired to two
switches mounted on the handle bars, one at each
grip. Two-way momentary switches with a 15 amp
capacity are used. These are self-centering switches:
They can be operated from the center, two opposing
directions, and when released will return to the
center position automatically. It is necessary to
fabricate boxes to mount these switches in. Each
switch is wired in a separate circuit, independent
from the other. Each is hooked up directly to the
battery by way of four relays. The relays reverse the
polarity of the actuator so it will run in or out. By
having two switches and two circuits, there is a
back-up system in case one switch or circuit should
fail. Once this essential work is finished, one can
begin mounting the sidecar.

If the sidecar was originally mounted to the
motorcycle, and was satisfactory, as far as handling,
gas mileage, tire wear, etc., then reinstall it with the
same setting used previously. If this is a new union,
remember our previous articles about set up dimen-
sions:

Wheel Lead.
Six to ten inches. Remember the more wheel

lead, the more physical effort it takes to turn the
front wheel at slower speeds.
Toe-in.

One-sixteenth to one-fourth of an inch. Light-
weight rigs with a narrow track will use less toe-in
(1/16 of an inch). Heavy rigs with big double-wide
seats may need up to one-fourth of an inch. never
use more than one-fourth of an inch toe-in.
Lean-out.

The simplest setting of all is to lean out until
the rig stops pulling to the right.

At this point, treat the actuator as a solid strut.
By hand, rotate the threaded extension from end to
end, counting the turns. Then count back halfway
from one end (half the turns). This is now the ideal
length of the actuator. Do not supply any electric to
the actuator, because the electric power can easily
mask problems. Keep adjusting these measure-
ments, especially lean-out, until the rig runs neutral
at cruising speeds.

Remember, with "The Ewing Method" rig, the
lean of the bike changes the toe-in and toe-out
radically. Any time the lean-out is changed it is
essential to check and correct toe-in. Only after
neutral cruising is achieved does the fabricator
supply electric to the actuator.

If the rider has completed all of the prepara-
tion, fabrication, and electrical work, he or she can
begin to enjoy the product of the work. Now ride
and learn new skills, and enjoy a ride never experi-
enced before.

If anyone sees my rig at rallies and has ques-
tions, do not hesitate to stop and ask me. I will be
glad to talk to you.

I wrote this article, not to generate money or
business, but to inform the enthusiast who may be
interested in the next generation of electric assist.
This goal was what John (J.R.) Ewing had in mind
when he designed "The Ewing Method".

Outfits..
THE EWING METHOD..
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Event

By Ed Johnson
After W.W. II, a tradition existed called the

Bathtub Derby. The date each year was the first
weekend in February. The event was for sidecars
only and was well attended. I rode in one that
had at least 50 sidecars in attendance. The High-
way Ramblers Motorcycle Club was the host.
Their club house was located on west Madison
Street in Chicago.

Twenty years later, I borrowed this idea,
now open as the other club had long disappeared,
and our club resurrected the Bathtub Derby. The
attendance was low. The number of trophies has
often exceeded the number of drivers. But I
persisted, stubbornly holding it to a timed road
run, until my cohorts convinced me to hold a
poker run in addition to the timed event. This
helped a little, but not enough. One member even
came up with the idea of a shower derby, now

including solo riders. This idea clicked. We now
made expenses, but no more.

Today, because of our litigious society, and
the attitude of the companies insuring motor-
cycles, we are dropping the timed road run and
going strictly as a poker run, with cash prizes for
solo and sidecar class. It is AMA sponsored. This
is necessary so that we have insurance coverage.

This year, the Northern Illinois Sidecarists
held the annual event again, on the Sunday
before Labor Day. This gives the out of town
sidecarists an extra day to travel. It ran out of
Nabby's restaurant, located in Plainfield, Illinois.

Tom and Carol Weiss came up from Ken-
tucky, for the event. Fred Cousins won the 50/50
drawing. Jim Gribbin won the $25.00 cash
donation from Motorcycle Insurance Agency.

BATHTUB DERBY

Steve Brinker of Plainfield, Illinois, with his '78 GoldWing/Watsonian. To left is ‘78 Yamaha
1100 with homemade box sidecar, used to carry H-D WR flat track machine.
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BATHTUB DERBY..
Event..

Tom and Carol Weiss brought their rig up from KY.

Winners in the poker run were:
1st Place, John Petro, $25.00.

2nd Place, Sid Jennings, $20.00.

3rd Place, Fred Cousins, $15.00.

4th Place, Robert Richeson, $10.00.

NIS member, Bob Janick, with grand daughter
Joan, on seat of Suzuki Cavalcade/Motorvation rig.

Carl and Louise Heinicke with their
Harley-Davidson outfit.

Chuck Anderson of Orland Park, Illinois, used to be
a riding partner of Ed Johnson's in the late 1940s.

Rig is Suzuki GS1100/Velorex.
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Rally

By Bob Anderson
The 1996, Sturgis Rally and Races, took place

from August 2nd through 11th, this being the 56th year
for the event. The official attendance count was
160,000 to 175,000, which  reflects a 30% drop from
the previous year. The National Motorcycle Museum
and Hall of Fame also reported sales down by 29%,
which ties right in with the official count.

As usual, there was more to see and take in than
the average person can do in a week. Races, tours,
demo rides, shows, displays, vendors selling everything
you can think of, and just wandering round on your
own to take in the beautiful scenery of the black Hills
of South Dakota.

One day, USCA members Clarence and Jan
Kessler led the way through the Black Hills for a visit
to Mt. Rushmore. Another day, Clarence and I went up
to take in the Excelsior-Henderson unveiling (see the
Nov.-Dec.'96 SIDECARIST), followed by hoofing
around Sturgis to look at motorcycles, sidecars and
displays.

One interesting display in the Lazelle Street
Community Center, was the Hannigan booth, where
two new items were shown. The new Conte Classic
was paired with a Yamaha Royal Star and the

Hannigan Tri-Car, based on a 1500 Goldwing, com-
bined the passenger and storage accommodations of a
sidecar with the wide track and dual wheel drive of a
trike (also see the Nov-Dec.'96 SIDECARIST).
Hannigan may be contacted at (502)7534256 for more
information.

Al Burke, #91 was a keynote speaker at the
Excelsior-Henderson unveiling, and also inducted into
the Hall of Fame along with Gary Nixon, #9, Linda
"Jo", Giovannoni and Wayne T. Curtin.

Down in Rapid City, 27 miles from Sturgis, the
Harley-Davidson Show opened in the Civic Center,
displaying the 1997 lineup, including the TLE sidecar.
Outside the Civic Center, two specialty sidecars
sported soft drink container bodies, loaded down with
iced beverages .

For those who missed the Rally, NBC went to
Sturgis in late October, shooting material for the Today
Show at the National Museum and Hall of Fame.
Watch for it within the next few months. PBS will also
be airing a week long series on the Rally and museum.

For those planning on attending the 1997 Rally
and Races, mark your calendar for August 4-10, 1997.

BLACK HILLS ‘96

<Harley-Davidson TLE Sidecar>
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Rally..
BLACK HILLS ‘96..

Al Burke - Keynote speaker at E-H unveilingConte Classis w/ Yamaha Royal Star
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Rally..
BLACK HILLS ‘96..

Two specialty sidecars sported soft drink container bodies, loaded down with iced beverages

Hannigan Tri-Car
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Rally

By Bob Anderson, Photos: David L. Hough
The Silver Anniversary of the Griffith Park

Sidecar Rally was held on October 26-27, 1996,
in the Mineral Wells area of Griffith Park, in Los
Angeles, California.

Rally organizer and host, Doug Bingham,
thought up the idea a quarter of a century ago,
and has put it on ever since. This year, he en-
listed the help of FREE 2 WHEEL, a southern
California based publication, which helped to get
the word out to non-sidecarists. Observations
were that attendance was up, evidenced by the
usual "BMW row" expanding into two rows, as
well as a greater display of both dirt and road
racing sidecars.

How many Indian-Enfields have you seen
with hacks? You saw a nice example at the
Griffith Park Rally.

Or perhaps it takes even older equipment to
delight you. If that is the case, there was a 1932
Model W 32 6, 500cc BSA lovingly polished
right down to the brass fuel line.

Ed Millray came in from Arizona with his
Kawasaki 1300 and homebrew rig, and then
there was Al Bennillo with his venerable
Honda 750/Watsonian Palma outfit.

25th ANNUAL GRIFFTH PARK SIDECAR RALLY

Lots of Harley rigs showed up, and Liberty
Sidecar builder, Pete Larson, finally got a smile
on his face after he discovered several of his
outfits in attendance at the rally, a good distance
from their Seattle-based home.

If you like racing sidecars, there was a good
selection to look over, both with the bodywork
on and removed for frame and engine inspection,
to see how it is done. There was even a miniature
"worm" with a BMW decal (above left) but the
engine looked more like something from a chain
saw. Other miniature rigs included Cindy Ruther-
ford (above right) from Century Motors, with an
Indian outfit.

Not many Moto Guzzi Falcone rigs are
spotted, but there was one of the 500cc lungers at
Griffith, complete with external flywheel. Oh
yes, and left hand mounted for European travel.
Red, naturally.

While Saturday had been a bit on the cool
and windy side, Sunday improved. I guess a lot
of folks figured that out, got their rigs out of the
garage and went for a ride. It had been a good
weekend with a reported 300 hacks.
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Rally..
25th ANNUAL GRIFFTH PARK SIDECAR RALLY..

Peter Smith and wife, were down from
Canada, where they run Side Effects.

Checking out a trials hack.
David L. Hough photos.
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Rally..
25th ANNUAL GRIFFTH PARK SIDECAR RALLY..

1920s British Scott, a liquid-cooled, oil-injected two-stroke, with matching sidecar.

Indian-Enfield with hack
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Rally..
25th ANNUAL GRIFFTH PARK SIDECAR RALLY..

1932 BSA Model W 32 6, 600 cc with sidecar

Ed Millray - Kawa 1300 w/ homemade Al Bennillo w/ Honda 750 Watsonian Palma

Jim D'Arcy (left) made the trip from
England to compare notes.

Pete Larson (on left).
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Rally..
25th ANNUAL GRIFFTH PARK SIDECAR RALLY..

A mini-worm w/ BMW decal (powered by a chain-saw motor Cindy Rutherford’s
mini outfit.

500 cc Moto Guzzi Falcone outfit, red, complete with external flywheel.
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Rally..
25th ANNUAL GRIFFTH PARK SIDECAR RALLY..

Restored Indian outfit - Bob Anderson photo

Mini-bike by Vern Goodwin
Photo by David Hough

Rally - Photo by Doug Bingham

Rally pins
($5.00) and

Rally Key Fobs
($8.00) available

from Doug
Bingham, 15838

Arminta St.,
Unit 25, Van

Nuys, CA 91406.
Free rally

stickers will be
enclosed.
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Everything Else
"POP" DREYER AWARD

The family of "Pop" Dreyer have authorized the
use of a memorial to the esteemed deceased sidecarist.
It is a traveling trophy containing an oval identification
logo from a sidecar he built. The plaque reads: "Com-
memorating Excellence in Sidecaring in Honor of
Floyd 'Pop" Dreyer". Each year it is awarded to the
individual, or institution, that has contributed signifi-
cantly to the United Sidecar Association, Sidecar
Safety Program.

In the eighth year of its presentation, 1996, the
award is given to Jim Zikuda. Jim received his certifi-
cate as a sidecar instructor at the first sidecar instructor
preparation course in 1987. this coincides with the
formation of the USCA, SSP. To improve his teaching
skills he then went on to become a MSF instructor. If
something needed to be done for the SSP, he was
always on hand to do it. He has spent many days at the
annual Motorcycle Expo, telling the "passer bys" at the
booth about the USCA, the SSP and sidecaring.

HATFIELD-McCOY SCOUTS
The Hatfield-McCoy trail project received

assurance of federal technical assistance and oversight
as a result of language included in the Water Resources
Development Act of 1996, that will allow several
federal agencies to assist with development of trails
and standards by which the trails are operated.

The trail system is planned to include 2,000 miles
of trails in Kentucky, Virginia and West Virginia, on
privately owned land.

Unfortunately, some out of state trail riders have
jumped the gun and are trespassing on these private
lands, endangering the entire project. The Hatfield-
McCoy Trail Scouts stress that restraint is necessary or
the entire project may collapse before it ever becomes a
reality.  For more information write the Trail Scouts at
P.O. Box 65, Charleston, WV 25321.

FREE CATALOG
Hosking Book Works is marking its 15th year by

offering USCA members a free copy of their 1997
Motorcycle Book Catalog, which usually goes for a
buck.

According to their press release, the catalog lists
over 2,500 titles, including restoration guides, parts
books, owners manuals and buyers guides.

They also offer enameled label pins, signs, rubber
stamps, patches and videos.

Contact Hosking Book Works at (914)626-4231
or write to 136 Hosking Lane, Accord, NY 12404. 24
hr. FAX (only) line: (914)626-3245. Order line:
(800)626-4231

CALENDARS, CARDS, ETC.
Paul Oxman Publishing was a bit late in getting

out their 1997 catalog of Christmas cards, and missed
the November-December issue.

You might not be interested in any cards at this
point (well, you might be for next year), but you can
request their catalog which has calendars, videos,
address labels and note pads, featuring an assortment of
classic motorcycles, warplanes, street rods and
sportcars... and yes, a Christmas card with sidecars.

Request their catalog by writing: Paul Oxman
Publishing, Inc., P.O. Box 94618, Las Vegas, NV
891934618, or FAX (702)897-8080.

SPUTNIK SIDECARS
Formerly part of BBB International, the

sidecar portion of the organization has split off and
become The Springfield Motorcycle and Sidecar
Company, located at 1030 Worthington St., Spring-
field, MA 01109. Phone (800)258-4958.

INDIAN M/C MUSEUM
 Sidecarists attending the 1997 USCA National

Rally, will be within easy traveling distance of the
Indian Motocycle Museum, in Springfield, Massachu-
setts. Located at 33 Hendee St., the museum is housed
in the final building owned by Indian, which ceased
production in 1953. Admission is charged.

For information contact: (413)737-2624, or write
to P.O. Box 90003, Mason Sq. Station, Springfield,
MA 01139.
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S/C Clubs
The Bigfoot Sidecar Club, 6115 216th St., RR11,

Langley, B.C. V3A 6Y3 CANADA

Canadian Sidecar Owners Club, Gail Clarke, 40
Manitou Ave., Embrun, Ontario KOA 1G0
CANADA Phone: (613)443-9027

Georgia Sidecar Club, Larry Lehr, 2444 Swanson
Court Marietta, GA 30066 Phone: (404)928-
2111

Gonzo Touring Team, Rev. Willie Nichols, 7217
Crescent Ridge Drive Chappel Hill, NC 27516

Hoosier Hacks, Greg TenBrook, 882 Lanyard
Drive, Cicero, IN 46034 Phone: (317)984-
2403

Keystone Sidecar Group, George Wolfe, 86
Ingram Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15205

Mid Michigan BMW Touring Club, Tom Morse,
63001Church St., Marlette, MI 48453, Phone:
(517)635-4865

Northern Illinois Sidecarists, Ron Gardner.
24712 Cottage Rd., Wilmington, IL 60481
(815)476-0327

Northeast 3-Wheelers, Sarge Gallo, c/o 102
Linden St. Hyannis, MA 02601 Phone:
(413)589-9261

Sierra/Pacific Sidecarists, Alan Huntzinger, 1281
Avis Drive, San Jose, CA 95126

Sunflower Sidecar Club, Floyd Turner, 2709 S.
Santa Fe, Wichita, KS 67216

Texas Hack Pilots & Classic Motorcycles, 816 S.
Sylvania, Ft. Worth, TX 67111

Western Reserve BMW Club, Steven Dumek,
1917 Bathgate Rd. Madison, OH 44057

Wisconsin Sidecarists, Al Schultz, 5.30
W.29455, Williams Way Waukesha, WI 53188

Norsk Sidevogn Klub, Sigurdur Bjarnason,
Lobergsalleen 1, 5032 minde, NORWAY

Sidecar Owners Club of Sydney, Felix
Wartmann, P.O. Box 1069 Blacktown, N.S.W.
2148 AUSTRALIA

National Handicap Motorcycle Association
(NHMA), Bob Nevola, 315 West 21st St.,
Suite 6F Manhattan, NY 10011 (inc.SASE)
Monday Night Hotline (8-10:00p.m. EST)
(212)24: 3376.

Sidecar Racers Association, c/o Mike Orchard
1315 Fundy Court Oshawa, Ontario Canada
L1J 3N5 Phone: (416)579-6550

Japan Sidecar Club, Hajime Karasawa,
Sakunami Aza Iwayadou Nisi 16/45, Aoba/ku
Sendai. MIYAGI 989/34 Japan

Belgum Sidecar Club Patric Beeckmaus,
Kruisstraat 39, 2570 DUFFEL, Belgum

Dansk Sidevogns Klub (DSK), Mogens Petersen,
Gyldenrisvej 20, 1th, 2300 KOBENHAVN S.
Denmark

Suomen Sivuvaunuyhdistys. Asko Pystinen
Vuorikatu 7022 181 30 HEINOLA Finland

S.C.F.F., Paul Miegnen, 1 Rue du Commendant
Lerondeau 02200 SOISSONS, France

BVDM, Hanauer Vorstadt 13 D-63 450
HANAU, Germany

The Federation of Sidecar Clubs, Pauline La-
Moon, 172 Woolaston Road, IRCHESTER
NORTHANTS NN9 7DH Great Britain

Netherlands Sidecar Club Dick Oudhuis,
Castorstraat 19, OUDORP/ALKMAAR,
Netherlands

SSK, Ove Gustaysson,Hallonstigen 75 S-612 00
FINSPANG Sweden
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INSTRUCTOR CORNER
By David L. Hough

SSP

Driving A Sidecar Outfit
I've received some additional comments on the

upcoming book Driving A Sidecar Outfit, and by the
time you read this, hopefully I'll have the text and
illustrations off to Hal Kendall for publication. It would
be nice to have the book out by summer of '97.

Standardized Courses
Based on some comments I've received from

various individuals, as well as the October Sidecar
Industry Council meeting in California, perhaps it
would be helpful to review the importance of a USCA
textbook on sidecar operation.

One well-known hacker/instructor expressed a
distaste for doing business with the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation (a task I came close to bringing off earlier
last year). The "distaste" for joining forces with the
MSF is apparently a matter of "politics" in the motor-
cycle safety business. Can we avoid "politics"? The
truth is, we can't. There are too many separate agendas
by different organizations. Whether you like the politics
of the MSF or not, they have done their homework,

and have supplied instructional materials and instructor
training to just about every training site in the nation.

And, whether you like the MSF curricula or not,
there are some significant advantages to standardized
training programs all across the country. One big
advantage is insurance. With nationally certified
instructors and a well documented curriculum, it
becomes feasible for a state or local program to obtain
blanket liability insurance. For example, in the State of
Washington, the Department Of Licensing purchases a
group policy for all training sites in the state. That is
only possible because the state and the insurance
company know exactly who is teaching and what is
being taught. Further, Washington reimburses training
sites for a major portion of the training costs from
funding provided by a motorcyclist license surcharge.
The only way to tap into such state training funds is to
fit within the state system. (i.e. the "MSF" system) Yes,
the red tape of maintaining instructor certification and
having your training scrutinized now and again is a
bother, but that's all part of the training business. One
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SSP..
big advantage is having hotline telephone numbers,
both at a national level via the MSF, and at the state
level. It's very difficult for a sidecarist to find out where
training is available, which has a lot to do with why we
usually conduct sidecarists training at sidecar rallies.

My efforts to wiggle sidecar training under the
MSF umbrella were to be able to provide the same
certification, insurance, hotlines and site access as MSF
courses. It's a moot point now, because MSF funding
cutbacks in July, 1995 eliminated most of the MSF
staff I'd been working with, and for the foreseeable
future there is neither the interest or manpower to
consider sidecars. The failure to pull off a pilot "Sidecar
Motorcycle RiderCourse" means that sidecarists are
still on our own in developing training and making it
happen. So, if having to stand under the MSF umbrella
made you nervous, you can rest easy. But if teaching
sidecarists without insurance makes you nervous, then
it will be obvious why it's important to develop a
standard sidecar training curriculum.

Some training sites have been discussing sidecar
training with their state motorcycle safety programs,
with an eye towards getting their state to adopt the
USCA Sidecar Safety Program as a standard. I'd like to
suggest that this is a great idea, but just a little prema-
ture.

Remember, our current Sidecar Safety Program
(SSP) is designed for "advanced" sidecarists, that is,
folks who already have learned to drive an outfit, and
are now ready for some more serious techniques. The
"learn to ride" Motorcycle RiderCourse/Riding and
Street Skills (MRC/RSS) course used by state pro-
grams for two-wheelers starts with the basics, assum-
ing the student has no motorcycle experience at all. The
sidecarist equivalent is the person who wants to learn
to drive an outfit but has no motorcycle experience. So
one big part of any sidecar curriculum must be to start
with "learn to drive" instruction. Subsequently, just as
the MSF has the Experienced RiderCourse (ERC) for
advanced riders, we have an advanced course—our
current SSP.

That's why a major goal of Driving A Sidecar
Outfit is to include both novice and advanced sections,
with the advanced section being as close to our current

Hough had to fly into L.A. and wound up
borrowing various rides.

SSP as possible. And, since we've got to work within a
bit more economy of size than the MSF, the book will
also contain a simple Instructor Guide. For those
novice sidecarists in remote areas, or even those who
can't find a sidecar course within a reasonable time
frame, the book can be used as a do-it-yourself guide
for learning to drive a three-wheeler.

Once we've got Driving A Sidecar Outfit re-
viewed and published, we'll have something to show
the sidecar industry, state motorcycle safety programs,
insurance companies, and training sites. What's more,
the text also defines additional training materials such
as slides and videotapes. So, you can see why I've
made such a big issue out of one little book.

Sidecar Industry Council
I took time away from Curriculum Development

in October to help the sidecar industry begin to form a
trade association. The name Sidecar Industry Council
has been suggested, and that name may stick. I served
as moderator of a one-day meeting in Burbank,
California on October 25, to which everyone in the

INSTRUCTOR CORNER..
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"sidecar" business was invited. Many of the important
people in the sidecar business chose to attend, and the
feeling is that the time is ripe to set up an association.
At the conclusion of four intense discussions, the
industry representatives decided to set up a steering
committee.

"What's a trade group got to do with sidecar
training?" you might wonder. Well, consider that
everyone in the sidecar business has the same problems
with safety as we volunteers. When a manufacturer or
importer sells a sidecar or a three-wheeled motor
vehicle, there is a direct risk of the new owner having a
problem, caused by ignorance or lack of skill. And
there is no lack of attorneys in the US available to help
someone sue a manufacturer, seller, or installer.

The majority of installers either ignore the need
for driver training, or provide a free (but usually brief)
lesson in the parking lot. Some manufacturers provide
written instructions or videotapes, but their efforts are
entirely independent. For example, Motorvation
Engineering has made a variety of "shop-produced"
videotapes to help new owners rig and drive their
Motorvation outfits. But there has been no review of
the materials produced by the various manufacturers,
and, if it isn't obvious, no standardization.

The legal noose for both professionals and
volunteers is that incorrect or confusing training
materials can be just as damning as no materials at all
in the eyes of lawyers, judges, and juries.

Why Doesn't The Industry Help?
While it would be nice if sidecar manufacturers

or distributors were flush enough to develop high
quality training materials, most sidecar industry people
are barely turning a profit. There aren't any deep
pockets out there to help finance big sidecar training or
publishing projects.

The "industry" has taken a lot of flak over the past
couple of years for failure to support sidecar safety, but
the facts are there hasn't been an organized industry, all
of the separate sidecar companies are struggling, and
the USCA hasn't had the well thought-out, well-
documented training that the motorcycle industry has

come to expect. (You know, the MSF type of stuff)
A Connection

Perhaps you can begin to see a connection
between sidecarists, instructors and salesmen. The
model for what the connection might look like in the
future already exists: the MSF is funded by the motor-
cycle industry. We can't possibly expect that the sidecar
industry will fund training, nor is that necessary if we
can pull together both industry and volunteers to
produce standardized, well-documented, high quality
training materials.

That doesn't mean a manufacturer shouldn't
customize their own version of training for a specific
rig, say a leaner or a trike. But having the USCA serve
as a clearinghouse for training information can help the
sidecar dealer/manufacturer/installer both through the
economics of standard materials, and the liability
cushion provided by using materials that have been
reviewed by a number of experts.

Dave's Priorities
That's why I've spent so much time on Driving A

Sidecar Outfit, both writing the text, and getting copies
into the hands of veteran sidecarists for review prior to
publication. And even if you haven't had the opportu-
nity to review it when we print the first issue, it is very
likely we'll make periodic revisions as time goes by. If
you're in the industry, take a good look at the book, and
consider how it might be useful to you.

Instructor Training
Whether we've got the new text out or not by

next spring, the words are well enough scrutinized to
use for instructor training. It's been suggested we do an
Instructor Preparation Course on the West Coast, the
most likely venue being prior to the Sierra Sidecar
Spectacular, usually held the third week of June. I'll be
in contact with appropriate people to see how we might
make it happen. The most likely tactic would be to
provide a two day IP followed by a two-day class for
novices, perhaps including experienced sidecarists on
the second student day. The idea is to put new instruc-
tors through the lessons and exercises prior to allowing

INSTRUCTOR CORNER..
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instructors-to-be to coach students. We'd need at least
two training rigs for novices to use. The experienced
sidecarists would use their own outfits. In testing the
course, I've managed to teach novice sidecarists all the
way through the advanced exercises in one long
evening and one very full day, by requiring some
reading outside of class. The entire course requires two
full days, especially if the proper training aids are
available.

Tuition costs will need to be worked out. The full
Instructor Prep course would be in the $150 range,
tuition for novice students approximately $100, and
advanced students $50. We could probably allow
current sidecar Instructors to audit the entire class for
$50 or so, to gain some exposure to the novice lessons
and exercises. You will find that the advanced exercises
are quite similar to the current SSP, although much
simpler to lay out.

If you've had a hankering to become a sidecar
instructor, and could schedule a week in California
next June, let me know immediately. By the time this is
published, we'll have a better idea of whether we can
make it happen, what the tuition will be, and the exact
dates.

Attention Chiefs:
Although some SSP training sites have already

done some novice sidecarist training, the idea of a
standardized, documented novice section is new. And
while I have received positive feedback on the concept
from many sidecarists, the Chief Instructors have yet to
discuss and agree on policies such as whether a sidecar
instructor should be recertified to teach the novice
section. Chiefs, I'd appreciate a note on your opinions.

David L. Hough; 93 Thunder Road, Port Angeles
WA 98362 phone/fax 360.452.0901

SSP..
INSTRUCTOR CORNER..
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Coming Events
January 1, 1997, Polar Bear Run, Harley-Davidson of Crete, 1048 Main St., Crete, Illinois. Rt. #1,

north of Exchange Ave. Sign up 12:00 noon, riders out 1:00p.m. Info: (815)478-5609.

February 14-17, 1997, 24th Annual Brass Monkey Rally, Furnace Creek, Texas Spring campground
(lower level), Death Valley National Park, California. Info: Jack Zollars (805)945-2397 or Dave
Tenpenny (502)883-8275.

April 11 - 13, 1997, Doo-Dah '97, at Village Creek State Park, near Wynne, Arkansas. Info: Spencer
Bennett, 961 Charter Oak, Southaven, MS 38671. (601)393-4887.

May 10, 1997, SSP 8a.m. to 6p.m. Saturday, at Forest Park Community College, 5600 Oakland Ave.,
St. Louis, Missouri. Cost, $55. Pre-registration required. Info: Gene & Bonnie Pettit, 1565 Central
Parkway, Florissant, MO 63031. (314)8387010.

May 30 - June 1, 1997, 15th Annual Pow Wow. Info: Northern Illinois Sidecarists, (815)729-2694.

June 20-22, 1997, 16th Annual Sierra Sidecar Spectacular. Info: Sierra Pacific Sidecar Club, 390
Hallson Lane, Ben Lomond, CA 95005. (408)336-2476.

July 24-27, 1997, USCA NATIONAL RALLY, Partridge Hollow Camping Area, Monson, Massachu-
setts. Info: Alma and Don Nolin, (508)771-2261 or Dale Cochran, (413)782-2914. Watch for more
information in future issues.

August 15-17, 1997, Keystone Sidecar Campout, Kalyumet Campground, Cook Forest, Pennsylva-
nia. Info: J.S.S. and Associate, 5924 Wallace Avenue, Bethel Park, PA 15102-3458. Phone
(412)833-1393.
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Classifieds
1st Time Ads
For Sale:
Watsonian Palma Classic adult/child 2-seat s/c. Candy

magenta paint w/gold pinstriping. Excellent condi-
tion, less than 30,000 miles on s/c. $1,495 OBO.
David Forsyth, 4359 Serena Av., Oceanside, CA
92056. (619)9419273.

1992 Formula II, electric lean, top, disc brake, seat belt,
4 gal. gas tank, rear rack, chrome mts for M/G
ElDorado. Paint blue Deltron Acrylic Urethane
Enamel. $4,500. Richard Calkins, 32608 16th Ct.
S.W., Federal Way, WA 98023. (206)8748996.

1980 GoldWing 1100 with EML Sport-S sidecar,
black, 14K miles, trunk, KG saddlebags, sic*
tonneau cover, AM/FM cassett, Hondaline fairing.
New: rear tire, Progressive air shocks, s/c windshield
& convertible top. Looks, runs & handles great.
$5,500. Call Gene (314)838-7010 3:30-8:00 p.m.
weekdays, 8a.m.-10p.m. weekends Central Time.
Gene Pettit, 1565 Central Parkway, Florissant,
MO 63031-2527.

1968 BMW R-60/2, black, Denfield seats. Powered by
a R-90-S. With sidecar, cucumber BenderSteib,
Bike and sidecar $5,80005. Ph (819)7580923. Louis
Labbe, 30 Rue Louise, Victoriaville, Quebec G6T
1M3 CANADA.

Antique Goulding sidecar. Nose painted. Frank Coo-
per, 21160 Cotton Slash Rd., Marysville, OH 43040.
(513)642-5202.

Sidecar, Motorvation Spyder, air suspension, universal
fit, $2,000. Call (717)348-0700. Bill Bocklett, 434
20th Ave., Scranton, PA 18504.

'66/2 BMW w/1000 engine, fairing w/lowers, radio &
cass with 562 Velorex SC w/2 gas tanks. $3,000
OBO. Will con. trade or sep. them. Call or write
George Pimenthal, 649 York St., Pottstown, PA
19464. (610)323-

194 Hannigan sidecar, Astro 2+2 for GL1500.
Wineberry, electric lean, chrome wheel, disc brake,
all options. w/mtg. hardware. New $5,800, sell
$2,995. Dale Hopkins, P.O. Box 258, Gila bend, AZ
85337. (520)683-6396.

Wanted:
Sidecar, California Friendship II or Champion Escort

to fit a Honda 1500 Goldwing. Terry McManus,
1524 S. 94th St., West Allis, WI 53214.
(414)4762720.

2nd Time Ads
For Sale:
1995 Magenta SE with Motorvation sidecar, Featured

in RR mag. Show Bike. Sidecar can be purchased
sep. Nicholas Plevel, Rd#3 Box 188, Belle Vernon,
PA 15012. (412)929-3035 or 929-6445.

Sidecar, 1993 K1100LT/95 EML GTII, black, 15K,
assembled by BMW Motorrad of St. Louis, plenty
of extras, needs nothing. $20,900.00. Arthur G.
Lensgraf, D.C., 3827 Cleghorn Ave., Nashville, TN
37215. (615)7943679.

1982 GL1100 Goldwing with matching Vetter
Terraplane sidecar, 17,000 miles, excellent condi-
tion, call after 5:00p.m.

(207)743-7703. $4,800. Iver R. Carlsen, 49 Pleasant
St., Norway, ME 04268. Velorex 562E sidecar, new
with cover and cony top, $850 firm. Bill Lickfield,
Box 205, Athol Springs, NY 14010. (716)6481830.

California I sidecar custom body with clear coated
two-tone red metalflake paint, must see, never
connected to bike, $1,500. Scott Meade, 129-A
Wild Iris Lane, Chapel Hill, NC 27514. (919)933-
3212.

Wanted:
Used sidecar -2+2- prefer Hannigan, Escort or Califor-

nia III. Terry Howard, 403 Ikes Rd., Taylors, SC
29687. (864)292-5077.

Restored or gd to vy gd orig cond BMW Spezial s/c or
Steib TR500 mtd to /2 frm-Earls fork with R90 or
lgr eng cony. Will cons other brnd of s/c or s/c alone.
Joe Cordileone, 2944 Tartan Rd., Billings, MT
59101. (406)252-9700.

Final drive (pinion) gear with 4 to 1 ratio for 1981
GL1100 Goldwing, for pulling sidecar. Gene
Pinkie, 124 Gloria Dr., Shelbyville, KY 40065.
(502)6336639.
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Manufacturers & Services
Business Cards

Rates: $30/6 issues
USCA Members,  $50/

6 issues (one year),
non-members. Send
business card and

check (US funds only)
to: Advertising
Manager, Selma

Heaton-De Vos, 2208
S. Jefferson, Muncie,

IN 47302.
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Classified Form

DEADLINE ISSUE           .
06 Jan.'97 Mar-Apr.’97
10 Mar.’97 May-Jun.’97
05 May '97 Jul-Aug.'97
01 Jul.'97 Sep-Oct.'97
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Bookshop
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