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Greetings from northern Virginia. Sitting here this
evening at 10:00, in the first days of November, writing a
column for the January-February issue, I am proud to report
that there is continued interest in our sport of sidecarring.

In our last issue I mentioned that the National High-
way Safety Administration and their contractor, The Motor-
cycle Safety Foundation, had decided not to include three
wheelers in their plan for motorcycle safety in the next
century. Your Sidecar Safety Program President, David
Hough, and I took that issue head on, believing we sidecar
drivers and passengers may be a small part of the growing
motorcycle presence in America, but our rights also need to
be considered.

We activated several motorcycle mailing lists on the
Internet and used our Web Site to showcase the issue. To
make a long story short, the fine folks at the Motorcycle
Rights Foundation (MRF) and the Virginia Coalition of
Motorcyclists (VCOM), Virginia's only motorcycle political
action committee, both seized on the cause and through the
efforts of the Motorcycle Rights Foundation representative
on the Blue Ribbon Panel, three wheeled motorcycles are
now included in the plan and both the MRF and the VCOM
will be attending the upcoming meeting in Phoenix (which
will have happened by the time this is published), along with
David Hough, representing both the USCA and the SSP.

The point of the paragraphs above is that we had a
problem, we identified it, created a plan of action, and then
executed it.

For those of you who wrote to your Congressmen or
to your State Motorcycle Safety Program coordinators, thank
you for your help. Working together as a team we beat the
guys in Washington, and for the second time in three months,
challenged the MSF and won. It can be done.

Think about joining the MRF and VCOM if you don't
already belong. They are fine organizations representing
your right to ride.

I am happy to report that through the efforts of Doug
Bingham of Sidestrider (and previous President of the USCA
and now President of the Sidecar Industry Council) and the
fine folks at Ural America Inc., we have a new Ural sidecar
to raffle off. Your Board of Directors decided to raffle the
sidecar as a way of raising money for the USCA treasury.
Tickets will be $3.00 each or two tickets for $5.00. The
drawing for the car will take place at the National Rally in

Flying The Chair
Lexington, Kentucky, and the winner need not be present to
win. Your club will pay shipping costs anywhere in the
continental US. If you're the winner and outside the US, we
will deliver it to the US border (in the case of our Canadian
friends), or to your preferred US port. Taxes, duty, customs
fees and other incidental costs are the responsibility of the
winner. See the advertisement elsewhere in this issue.

In the last issue of the SIDECARIST, we mentioned
the Millennium Logo contest. We sincerely hope to receive
your good ideas. Don't worry about not being an artist. If you
can give us an outlifie':and a written concept of, your idea,
that will also work. We would prefer the design be a product
of one of our members if possible.

Your club is still looking for a few good people.

1. We need someone who can assist us with getting more
advertising in our magazine. The fees from our advertisers
help keep down our membership fees by lowering our out
of pocket costs for the magazine production.

2. We could use some help in designing or obtaining sidecar
related items that our members might like to buy. Some-
one to help us find out what those items might be, would
be of great help. We can also offer experience through use
of our Web Site in the area of E-business if you are the
person we need. You find the products and then help
create our Electronics business area on sidecar.com. A
great opportunity for the right person in one of the hottest
technological areas in America.

3. We could use someone to help us with publicity. As your
President, that is one of my responsibilities and I take it
very seriously, but America is a big country and I am only
one person. A publicist must be out there in our member-
ship somewhere. Please step up and spend a few hours
with the Board of Directors and me every quarter as we
try to figure out how to get ourselves in front of more
potential members.

I think that is it for now. Joyce and I hope you and your
families had an excellent Thanksgiving, Christmas and that
the Y2K bug steers clear of your part of the United States, as
we glide into the year 2000.
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Lean-out
Being born in 1943, I have a vague memory of what it

was like when 1950 approached. I was only a few months
past seven years old, but but there was an impending sense of
excitement that it would not be the 1940s anymore, we would
actually be in a new decade. At least a few of us kids seemed
to feel that way. The expectancy of writing 1950-something,
was novel.

For all of 1999, we have been bombarded with the
hype of the new Millennium 2000 and the possibilities of the
Y2K bug, to the point that I have been long since sick of
hearing about it all. No, I haven't been one of those people
who hoarded up canned food or bought a generator.

As the 1950s came to an end, I wasn't thinking much
about the 1960s because I had my first motorcycle. I was
riding and going places and doing things. The main concern
and worry about the 1960s, was facing a possible draft or
enlisting in Army Reserve with the hope of fulfilling a
military obligation with as little interruption to my planned
education and life as possible.

Today is November 9, 1999, and ten years ago today,
the Berlin Wall came down.

In November of 1961, I was in basic training at Fort
Ord, California, when the Wall went up and we all wondered
if we were going to Germany, or back to our reserve units. As
fate would have it, I went back to the 6215th USAG at Ft.
Rosecrans, California, to continue my education. I had
friends that did neither and left the US.to avoid the choices.

None of it seems as important now, looking back. My
education never got me where I thought I was going to go,
but I did get my next motorcycle and keep riding. And the
next, and next, and finally a sidecar, and then the next, etc.

That's all about 47 motorcycles and three sidecars ago,
probably the only consistent thing I've managed to do in my
life through all the other failures I've made.

If I give any thought to the new Millennium, it is
reflecting on what it must have seemed like facing a new
century to another young Bob Anderson.

Dad was born on a Minnesota farm in 1895, when
horsepower meant just that. He witnessed the new century at
just over five and a half years of age and that was probably a
pretty big deal for him too.

I'm not positive, but I think Dad told me his first
motorcycle was a Henderson single with belt drive, and the

best date I can put on it would be about 1914, judging from
the only old family photo ever found of Dad on a motorcycle.
Dad always said there was another.

The new century had brought motorcycles, sidecars,
horseless carriages, and yes... war. Dad didn't wait for the
World War I draft... he enlisted in 1917 and served in France
with the Army Motor Mechanics, the forerunner of the Army
Air Corps. Dad was a carpenter and he said they went out and
picked up downed bi-planes and rebuilt them.

He returned to Fergus Falls, Minnesota, just in time for
the Great Cyclone of 1919, probably seeing as much damage
as he had seen in France. It was in this time frame that he
acquired an Excelsior motorcycle with sidecar,!tx4 appar-
ently by that winter, the rig was traded for a Model T Ford.
and Dad never owned another motorcycle.

Dad was around for most of the first 80 years of his
new century, passing away in June of 1980. I am somewhat
awed when I think of all he lived to see. The motorcycle and
sidecar, automobile, powered flight, two world wars, atomic
power, space flight, man on the moon, just to name a few. A
time of advances in learning and technology, the likes of
which the world had not seen before in such a short time. He
saw it all.

So here we are, waiting to see what the year 2000 and
beyond will bring us.

Am I excited? No. Perhaps curious and even a bit
regretful. I only got in on the end of British motorcycles and I
loved their look, sound and feel. Triumphs, a Norton and
BSA. Velocette had gone out of business three months before
I was going to buy one. But, an India Enfield still remains a
possibility. Rumors float around about Triumph bringing
back a "real" Triumph twin, but it looks like Kawasaki will
beat them with the W650. I'm looking forward to seeing one
in person when the CYCLE WORLD Expo comes to
Seattle.

So I pass out of my Dad's century and into a new age,
without a few relatives and friends. I don't know how much
of the 2000s I will get to see or what will happen. I just hope I
am fortunate enough to have some interesting roads to travel
on, reliable motorcycles and sidecars to do it with and
familiar faces to go visit..
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Letters
IN NEED OF ADVICE.
Dear Editor

I am in need of advice and I figure someone
among the membership may be able to provide it. I am
sold on sidecars, and more importantly, so is my wife.
She had gotten tired of looking at the back of my head
on my FLHS, so we bought a 1997 Ural. This could
have been the ticket for the motorcycling facet of our
relationship, but for two problems with the Ural.

The second problem was a long series of me-
chanical problems that resulted in the rig spending near
as much of the warranty period in the dealer's posses-
sion as it did in mine. Luckily, it seems we have it sorted
our now, because the warranty period is over.

The more fundamental problem is the inherent
limitations of the Ural in terms of speed. It categorically
cannot be driven on interstate roads. The claimed top
speed of the rig is 62 mph, but I learned the hard way
that you are asking for trouble to sustain a speed of
more than 55 mph.

We have grandkids in Louisiana, Washington and
Colorado, and I have parents living in Illinois. I would
like to make some of the visits by motorcycle, and give
rides, but we are now afraid to chance trips that long on
the Ural after our experiences with it, let alone the travel
time it would take at 40 to 55 mph.

So here is where the advice comes in. It occurs to
me that I could sell the Ural for enough to buy a used
sidecar for the Harley and paint it to match. I could sell
them both and buy a used rig already set up. Or I hear
that the Heidenwag & Krautter rig featured in the
March 1998, sidecar issue of BMW OWNERS NEWS
may go into production. I would consider going into
debt for that beauty.

Does anyone have experience with the first two
options they would care to share? I welcome opinions,
stories and reference material as well. If I buy a used rig,
are there models to look for or avoid? How about shops
to do the work? Is there anyone this side of St. Louis,
you would recommend?

Sincerely,

Dennis W. Durham #5916 Alexandria,
Virginia

BRIDGE TOLLS AGAIN?
Dear Editor

Here are copies of e-mail regarding bridge
tolls for sidecar rigs here in California. Please
use any or all of it to get the word to the mem-
bership that we will not be charged by the axle. I
had thought that this issue had been resolved
years ago, but maybe not. Or maybe there had
just been enough turnover that there was no
longer anyone around who remembered.
Anyway, CalTrans came through promptly and
logically and apparently intends to square their
toll takers away.

Dan Doyle # 333 Roseville, California

To: CalTrans
Subject: Benicia Bridge

At about 2:30 this afternoon (Sept. 2, 1999)
I crossed the Benicia Bridge. My vehicle is a
motorcycle with a sidecar. I entered the far right
side toll booth. The young man on duty insisted
that I was required to pay $4.00, apparently due
tv..:the fact that I registered as a three axle
vehicle (the rear wheel of the motorcycle is not
in precise alignment with the sidecar wheel).

Rather than hold up the line, and after
informing the employee that I thought he was
wrong, I went ahead and paid the $4.00 and
moved on. I did not think at the moment to ask
for a receipt.

I have been riding sidecar outfits for the
better part of 25 years. I have paid hundreds of
bridge tolls in that time span. I have never been
asked to pay anything more than a car rate.
Indeed, I have been under the impression,
although I cannot cite you to any authority, that
it was either state law or regulation that sidecar
rigs were to be treated no different than two
wheel motorcycles or even four wheel motor
vehicles, and were certainly not to be charged
the same as large trucks.

As I mentioned, I did not obtain a receipt.
This is not about the two bucks. It is about
making sure that your staff are properly trained
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Letters..
and that other sidecar riders are not routinely
over charged.

I would appreciate a response to this issue.
If I am in error, please so inform me and include
appropriate citations.

Thank you,

Dan C. Doyle

Dear Dan:
I certainly understand your question about a

motorcycle with a sidecar. October of 1997,
Caltrans went to an axle base system to access
and collect toll. We no longer classify vehicles as
the basic means of assessing and collecting toll.
In looking at the definition for carpool vehicles
and the fact that a motorcycle with a sidecar is
eligible for toll free passage during carpool
hours, there is a basis for charging you $2.00 for
toll even though the wheel of the sidecar isn't in
precise alignment.

I also understand the reason on why the
collector charged you $4.00. To avoid this type
of incident from occurring in the future, I will
instruct the bridges that the toll for a motorcycle
with a sidecar is $2.00. Please e-mail your home
address and I will have a $2.00 refund mailed to
you.

Sorry for the inconvenience this matter has
caused you.

Joseph C. Buell, Toll Service manager
District 4

Dear Mr. Buell:
Thank you very much for the prompt, and

favorable, response. While I have not been
directly involved, I understand that the United
Sidecar Association has worked on this issue all
over the country with respect to toll roads and
bridges, and the results have been along the same
lines. I will pass this information along to the
editor of the Association's magazine so the
membership may be informed.

I also appreciate the offer to refund the
$2.00. However, as I put in 31 years with the
State of California, the last 23 of which were as
Chief Council for the California Youth Authority,
I know that it would probably cost Cal Trans
about $50.00 in staff time to issue that two dollar
check. Given the results, I'm very satisfied that
my two bucks were well invested.

Thanks again,

Dan Doyle

Note:
For those who, like Dan and Bob, have

rather short memories, the USCA spent many
many hours getting uniform tolls for sidecarists
across the length and the breadth od the United
States.  But unless YOU have been personally
ripped off it means little to you.  In all, the space
devoted to this issue would probably amount to
several full issues of the Sidecarist.  We have
introduced bill in legislature (twice) to correct
this situation.  We have met with toll authorities.

At issue is NOT the number of axles.
Never is  - never was.  It is about a simple case
of EQUALITY of the BASIC toll structure
which MUST be UNIFORM and EQUITABLE
as is required by any and all public covenants
that create the authority for the establishment of
the Tollways themself.  Their very credibility is
at stake.  Thsy cannot make arbitary rules just to
suit themselves for ANY reason.  And that is why
we always win if we persist.

At one time my files on the miscreants were
overflowing - files many inches thick on each
and every state - on a first name basis, almost.  A
full time task just to sit on top of them.  And it
never quits.  As soon as you get them in line it
starts all over again - like pissing into the wind.
And this has been going on from 1978, and
before, until 2005, and beyond.  Do not look for
it to quit any time soon.

Added - Hal Kendall - 12/27/2005
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Letters..
WHAT THE RESPONSE IS.
Dear Editor

Because of the uncertain future of HACK’D, I
took out a subscription to the SIDECARIST. I must say
it is extremely disappointing. At the same time of
course, it is better than nothing.  I couldn't do it better.

With all the sidecar clubs listed, there must be
events to list or letters written. Print this lettend and let's
see what the response is. Maybe with more reader
participation we can make it as good as HACK'D has
been.

Thanks for listening, sincerely,

Pete Bollier Brisbane, California

GET SOME EXPOSURE.
Dear Editor

I was in attendance at the recent USCA National
Rally held in the north Georgia mountains. At the
awards/meeting held on Saturday night, you brought
up the issue of raising awareness about sidecars.
Hence, the reason for this.

In addition to USCA, I am also a member of
several other sidecar and motorcycle type groups.
Saturday evening, the Macon, Georgia Chapter of the
Harley Owners Group (HOG), held their monthly
business meeting. One of the topics brought up was the
up coming Motorcycle Show to be held February 18-
20, 2000. This event would be a good opportunity to
get some exposure in middle Georgia.

The Motorcycle Show is held annually at the
Galleria Mall in Warner Robins, Georgia, about 20
miles south of Macon. It is an all brands show, with a
multitude of classes. I have been living in the area for
about two years, entered the show in 1998, and found it
to be a lot of fun. Many fine machines, but not overly
serious. During the time that my wife Kathy and I spent
at the show, we had many people stop by to chat and
ask questions. There were over 100 bikes displayed
throughout the mall. Hundreds of bikers and thousands
of the general public passed through the mall over the
course of the weekend The mall officials claim that the
Motorcycle Show weekend is typically one of the
busiest weekends of the year.

There is a $10 fee per class entered. Proceeds go
to the benefit of the Ronald McDonald House. Local
HOG members patrol the mall during the night. Bikes
are brought in after closing on Thursday night, and
must stay till closing on Sunday.

My question is, do you think the USCA would
like to come up with some handout type literature to be
passed out at this event? If the USCA is interested,
Kathy and I will enter our rig and volunteer to work on
this weekend. Perhaps some members of the Georgia
Sidecar Club will be interested in participating, al-
though most of the other members live in the Atlanta
area, about 80-100 miles to the north.

At the HOG meeting I broached the subject with
the chair woman of the show, and found her to be
receptive to the idea. If we could get several rigs, they
would group us together. Maybe a small table to take
shifts at. If there is no one else that is interested, Kathy
and I are willing to go it alone. Like I said, it is a good
time, for a good cause, and good exposure in an area
that is seriously short of hacks.

We are also looking for class sponsors to .
provide trophies. Cost is in the $65-70 range.

Arthur Rhoades #5690 100 Castle Pines Dr.
Bonaire, GA 31005 (912)988-8769

art-kathy-rhoades@attglobal.net

===================================

Deadlines
DEADLINE ISSUE

08 Nov.'99 Jan-Feb. 2000

03 Jan.'00 Mar-Apr. 2000

06 Mar.'00 May-Jun. 2000

02 May '00 Jul-Aug. 2000

26 Jun.'00 Sep-Oct. 2000

05 Sep.'00 Nov-Dec. 2000

06 Nov.'00 Jan-Feb. 2001

08 Jan.'01 Mar-Apr. 2001
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Rally
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Everything Else
Useful Catalog - Paul Oxman

OK, it's winter and as usual, Paul Oxman
Publishing didn't get us their catalog in time for
our November-December issue. However, if you
still need a specialty calendar or a new supply of
cards, memo pads, address labels, etc., you can
write to them at P.O. Box 94618, Las Vegas, NV
89193 and request their catalog. They also have
an 800 number which is 228-0787.

Useful Catalog -  Riderwearhouse
Another good catalog to have is free from

Riderwearhouse at 1-800-222-1994, containing
clothing, luggage, boots and more. If you're a
stamp person instead of a phone person, write
them at 8 South 18th Ave. W, Duluth, MN
55806.

Fairings & Saddlebags
Still have a motorcycle that didn't come

with a fairing?

Or perhaps a used one that was missing a
saddlebag lid? Check with the folks at Swanee &
Company, 1550 Main St., Milton-Freewater, OR
97862, as they may have what you need listed in
their free catalog. If you're in a real hurry, call
them at 1-800-547-8273.

Heated riding apparel
Perhaps the cold is getting to you and you'd

like to look at electrically-heated riding apparel.
A call to Widder Enterprises (942 E. Ojai Ave.,
Ojai, CA 93023) at 1-800 WYB COLD will get
you a free catalog.

Our own USCA Jack Fassel, has a cure for
you folks with a desire for heat but not enough
battery or generator, in the form of his Intelligent
Thermostat gizmo. You can contact Jack at 5204
Summit St., West Linn, OR 97068 or (503)650-
9336 voice/fax.

Soft luggage
Soft luggage has been around for a long

time but the folks at Rev-Pack (P.O. Box 175,
New Cuyama, CA 93254) have been custom
building the stuff for about as long. For a free
brochure, call Jim Revley at 1-800-766-2461 and
tell him he got a free plug in the SIDECARIST.

Books & Videos
If it's too cold where you live to even think

about riding, you can always find a good book to
read or video to watch by getting the free catalog
from Whitehorse Press, P.O. Box 60, North
Conway, NH 03860.
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Rally
USCA 21ST NATIONAL RALLY AT HIAWASSEE, GA

By Spencer Bennett
This year's United Sidecar Association

National Rally took place at Bald Mountain
Campground in Hiawassee, Georgia. This
location is in the foothills of the Great Smoky
Mountains in northern Georgia, and provides
some of the very best motorcycling roads in
the eastern United States. For this reason, it
seems that Hiawassee has some sort of motor-
cycle event going on every other weekend. The
good news in this is that the locals are motor-
cycle friendly, the bad news is that the locals
are not surprised at seeing motorcycles so we
lost some of the "gee whiz" effect.

This year's rally was July 8-11, 1999, and
the weekend started off beautifully for Walt
Hill and I as we cleared Memphis at 0800 on
Thursday and headed for Chattanooga, where
we were scheduled to spend the night. The ride
went well, if a little hot, until we got within 50
miles of Chattanooga. That's when the road
construction got serious and we slowed to an

absolute crawl (five miles in two hours). Once
clear of this "improvement to better serve
you", we rolled into Chattanooga and spent the
night with Davied Masner and Deborah Fowler
at their home on the side of a mountain with a
view to die for. Deborah had just gotten her K-
75/Velorex rig put together and was planning
on joining up with us to ride to the rally.
Unfortunately, the day job required her pres-
ence in town on Friday, so had to bow out.

Friday morning was beautiful in Chatta-
nooga, and we rode up to Highway 64 and
took it across Tennessee and North Carolina to
the Georgia border, and then took Hwy 175 on
into Hiawassee, arriving at the campground at
about 2:00p.m. After registration, which
seemed to require more signatures than buying
a house, we found a beautiful spot under the
trees next to the creek and were soon set up.

Butch & Nancy Turner’s BMW K-1/Hannigan combo
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Rally..
USCA 21ST NATIONAL RALLY AT HIAWASSEE, GA..
Once the tent was up we wandered around

the campground and took in some of the rigs
and met friends from previous rallies or other
events. The campground had a mix of non-
motorcycling campers, permanent residents
and rally goers that was interesting. Quite a
change from the usual "motorcycle" crowd one
sees at most rallies, and very quiet I might add.

Saturday morning dawned clear but with
some clouds coming in. Walt and I rode into
town for breakfast and were surprised at the
lack of selection in Hiawassee, although we
did manage to get fed -- as we always do -- at a
local diner. After looking the town over we
rode back to the rally where we found the rest
of the Memphis contingent, William and Rose-
Anne Bray on their solo and Butch and Nancy
Turner on their BMW K-1/Hannigan rig.

At about this time I went to the USCA
Board of Directors meeting where I was occu-
pied for the next few hours with USCA busi-
ness, part of which involved some discussion
with one of our major vendors on how we
could make the National Rally better in future
years. This was quite useful to the Board as we
sometimes forget that this is an important
opportunity for vendors to meet their existing
and potential customers, and we need to de-
velop more opportunities for this to happen.

 After the Board of Directors meeting
concluded, the clouds had turned into a driz-
zling rain, so there was nothing else to do but
go for a ride in search of lunch, so we did!
After locating a great lunch at the Cottage
Restaurant, just north of Hiawassee on Hwy
175, we spent the afternoon riding around the
immediate area in search of some of our group
who had become separated. Of course, we
found them as soon as we returned to the
campground!

We then hung around the campground in
the "light rain" and took in the amazing variety
of rigs that were present.

The door prize drawings had been going
on all day with the "big prizes" reserved for
the awards ceremony/general membership
meeting. At 5:30p.m., Jim Cain called the
general membership meeting to order and then
briefly discussed the relevant issues (see Jim's
editorial for some of these) and he then intro-
duced the Board members who were present as
well as recognizing several of the celebrities in
the audience. The business portion of the
meeting was short and followed by the awards
for oldest, fartherest, largest and assorted
combinations of these relative to groups and
rigs. This was followed by the "big door
prizes" and thank you's to the Georgia Sidecar
Club for hosting this year's National Rally.

By the end of the awards/ door prizes/
general meeting, the rain was settling in for the
night so there was not a lot of evening activity
on Saturday night.

We survived the rain and awoke mostly
dry on Sunday morning, although packing a
wet tent is not one of the great joys of my life!
We were soon on the road and rode in and out
of hard rain until we were within 50 miles of
Memphis, where the weather began to break
and it was actually dry by the time we got to
Memphis.

 Overall, this year's National Rally was
well done at a good location, especially when
you consider the size of the sponsoring organi-
zation. believe the final attendance figure was
around 225 people, and given the weather this
was quite good. I enjoyed it and believe the
other 224 attendees would say the same, even
in the rain!
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Rally..
USCA 21ST NATIONAL RALLY AT HIAWASSEE, GA..

Photos: Clockwise from
above left:

The sign up area, door
prize display and USCA
booth (behind the fan) at

the Pavilion entrance.

Bob Darden, with a
unique trailered Harley
with leading link front

end.

Some of the rigs after a
quick rain.

Not all of the Rally
attendees drove sidecars.

Photos: Jim Cain.
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Rally..
USCA 21ST NATIONAL RALLY AT HIAWASSEE, GA..

A view of one of
the main streets

in the
campground...

note rider under
blue awning is
in wheel chair.

Photos: Jim Cain.

Head on shot of
the Pavilion.

A covered area
directly across

from the
Pavilion.
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Rally..
USCA 21ST NATIONAL RALLY AT HIAWASSEE, GA..

This page, clockwise
from above:

The comfort of home
and room for a rig.

Hannigan/Wing
combo of one of the

attendees.

Another shot outside
the Pavilion.

Two views of the
sidecar games.

Photos: Jim Cain.



Vol 24 Number 1                                   Page 20                                                    Jan-Feb’2000

Rally..
USCA 21ST NATIONAL RALLY AT HIAWASSEE, GA..

Photos: Jim Cain.

 I thought this
was one of the
better murals

I've seen.

Ladies
helping with
the food plus
a Keystone

Sidecar Club
member.

We call it a car,
so why not use

a car seat?
Makes sense to

me.



Vol 24 Number 1                                   Page 21                                                    Jan-Feb’2000

Rally..
USCA 21ST NATIONAL RALLY AT HIAWASSEE, GA..

This page, clockwise from above:

More interesting murals... not sure
if I understand the connection

between eagles, wolves, Indians
and sidecars, but...

The Ural vendor's display model
with nice art deco styling.

An expanded shot of the Harley
with wolves rig.

An interesting set up, I saw this rig
being driven later and it had two
passengers sitting in aluminum

lawn chairs on it.

Photos: Jim Cain.
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Rally
USCA 21ST NATIONAL RALLY AT HIAWASSEE, GA

[Reprinted from the Fall, 1999, NORTHERN ILLINOIS
SIDECARIST]
By Ed Johnson

The spectacular Bald Mountain Camp-
ground is nestled in the northeast Georgia
mountains. It is one of the largest and best
equipped that I have ever encountered. Each site
had electricity and water, and was adequately
shaded. There was a pond for fishing and paddle
boating, a large pavilion with a porch for regis-
tration, "hanging out", and the banquet.

Registered: 219 adults and 13 children...
although rain showers came and went, they did
not interfere with enjoyment of the campout.
The nights were cool, and only during mid-day
did it become quite warm, but there was plenty
of shade to offset this.

Enjoying the food at the 21st USCA National in Hiawassee, Georgia. Photo: Jim Cain.

Originally, the hosts for the rally were Larry
Lehr, and Eddie George. After several years of
illness, Larry got progressively worse and passed
away, sadly before he could be with us for the
enjoyment of this fine rally. Larry pioneered the
organizing of sidecar activity in a multi-state area
called the Southeast Region for the USCA.

Bill Radtke and his wife, stepped in to fill
the void, and helped rally host Eddie George, and
of course, other members of the Georgia Sidecar
Club worked very hard to make this one of the
finest national sidecar rallies that we have had.

A sidecar safety course was held on Friday.
Bill Radtke, SSP instructor, taught the advanced
course. It was a grueling 12 hours of instruction
for him and the students. The site was an excel-
lent one, the Georgia Mountain Fairground
parking lot.
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I never did get the full story, but this fellow was hit three times by Buell motorcycles.
That's why the sign. Photo: Jim Cain.

At the General Membership meeting and awards ceremony.
Jim Cain has the microphone, with USCA VP Jim McManus on the left,
USCA SE Regional Director Spencer Bennett immediately to the right,

Al Schultz (Wisconsin State Rep) beside Spencer, and
USCA NE Regional Director Steve Clark at the far right.

Photo: Jim Cain.

Rally..
USCA 21ST NATIONAL RALLY AT HIAWASSEE, GA..
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MC Trip

By Bob Nelson
Saturday, August 21, dawned mostly clear

with scattered clouds, a cool 58 degrees. We left
Kokomo, Indiana, for Bellefontaine, Ohio, for a
family reunion at one of Linda's cousins', about a
140 mile two-lane highway cruise.

For those who don't know us, Linda and I,
and Lindsey (14), ride an '81 Goldwing Interstate
with an EML GTII doublewide sidecar. This rig
has 125x15 radial tires on the front and sidecar
and a 135x15 radial rear tire. These and the low
center of gravity and Earle's type fork make it
handle more like a sports car than most hacks.
But, that's enough about our rig.

We left about 9:30a.m. and headed east for
Ohio. Lindsey was behind me and Linda was in
the hack. Beautiful day, but the rig felt just a
little bit "squirmey" in the rear. I thought this
might be due to Lindsey riding on the back (she
usually doesn't) or maybe I was just imagining it
because I'm a bit rusty on sidecar (the rig was out
of service for almost 20 months prior to June, but
that's another story).

So, about 70 miles into the trip, Lindsey
wanted to move into the hack with Linda, so we
made a quick stop. "Squirm" was still there,
hmmm, could it be road surface or a slight cross
wind? (EML steering is a little touchy, if you

sneeze you could change lanes!) We continued
cruising about 60 mph to Anna, Ohio, where we
stopped for gas and some goodies at the conve-
nient store. Another 10 to 15 miles and I noticed
that along with the "squirm" I've also got a
vibration at 65 mph that isn't there at 60. Kinda
blurs my vision, hummm?

I didn't have very long to wonder about that,
though, because as I'm slowing for a stop sign, at
the first downshift (about 50 mph) nasty noises
suddenly erupted from the rear of the bike. They
only occurred for about five or ten seconds, then
stopped as I slowed even more. At the stop sign,
we exchanged glances and wondered what that
was. I volunteered that it may have been the rear
wheel bearings, which I'd had trouble with
several years ago. Lindsey said the noise did
come from the rear. I looked and said "I don't see
anything wrong". Then Lindsey said "What's
that? It looks like a belt!".

Well she was absolutely correct, it WAS a
belt; the belt, and 90% of the tread of the rear
tire! It was wrapped around the swingarm and
muffler on the right side of the bike. I pulled on
it, got it loose and tossed it on the back of the
rack on the back of the hack. Examining the tire,
I saw it was still inflated (surprise!) and won-
dered if it might get us the estimated 10 miles to
the reunion. Well, only one way to find out.
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MC Trip..

On went the four-way emergency flashers,
and away we went at the exhilarating speed of 30
mph, waving motorists behind us to pass (when
it was safe to). We made it! All of seven and one
half miles!

After laughing with Linda's cousins about
our situation, and some great food, we set about
trying to figure out what to do about a tire. I had
a couple brand new spares at home. Nah, that's
140 miles away. Tire stores have any? Are you
kidding? We had to go to St.Louis to get the ones
that are at home! What to do?

Now I do remember a certain sidecarist
(nameless, but a lot of us know who he is) who
has been using what I call "silly-spares" on his
third wheel. These things are made to give you a
"spare" that still fits in the trunk of most of
today's cars. So, I thought, I wonder if we can
find a 125 or 135x15? Also, Mr. Nameless used
this thing on the SIDECAR wheel, NOT the rear
DRIVE wheel of the rig. Will this work if we can
find one?

Well, being of the adventuresome sort, I
decided to risk it, IF we could find one in the
proper size. I knew my 11 year old grand Am had
one (a 125x15 at that!) but, again, that's 140
miles away. So, the research began. Cousin Bill's
van has a silly-spare on the back with a cover.
Removed cover. BZZZT!! 16-inch. (Phooey!)
Bill's uncle's got a Corsica (same platform as a
Grand Am). Checked its trunk. BZZZT! Again.
14-inch. Bill's mom... 85 Cadillac... BINGO!
125x15 silly-spare!

Negotiations began on when and where
these repairs would be made. I decided to risk
riding the rig another 12 miles to Bill's where he
has a garage like mine... a lot of junk and a lot of
tools, too! Back roads, emergency flashers and
30 mph again. Whew! Made it. Almost 20 miles
total on a tire with only an eight inch section of
tread and a LOT of cord showing!

Bill and I stripped the seat, bags and trunk
from the Wing, rolled the rear wheel up on two
2x4s, and propped it up on the center stand. He
popped one shock while I did the other. He
removed the brake while I removed the cotter pin
from the axle. When we pulled the axle we
discovered the three nuts that hold the differential
(rear drive) to the swingarm driveshaft housing,
are GONE! Wow! I wondered, did this contribute
to the tire failure or did the tire failure vibrate the
nuts off? Doesn't matter, they're gone.

We ran to the local service station to have
the silly-spare removed from the Caddy's rim. We
knew they wouldn't want to put it on the bike's
rim, so we decided to do that after we got it off.
We paid 42 for tire removal and went back to
Bill's to swap tires. Three of us (Bill had a visitor
when we returned) muscled the old tire and tube
off, and muscled the new tire and old tube back
on. Inflated it to 40 psi. Slapped the wheel back
under the rig, bolted most of it back together and
then we were off to Farm and Fleet to try to find
three 14mm nuts. (T                   hey are actually
10mm 1.25 thread, 14mm is the wrench size.)

Nuts acquired (and lockwashers!) total
$2.28!! We went back to Bill's for re-assembly.
The complete job, remove and replace the tire, 20
mile round trip to Farm and Fleet, all took us just
barely more than two hours.

We had a safe, un-eventful trip back to
Kokomo with no more "squirm", thanks to Bill
(and all his tools!), Ray for playing chauffeur,
and Dave for muscling the tire with us. Oh, and
thanks to Linda's aunt Donna for the temporary
donation of her "silly-spare"!!

Now I most assuredly do not recommend
using a "silly-spare" as a full time tire, but if you
have an EML or a rig that uses the 125x15 or
135x15 radial car tire and you have a flat that
cannot be repaired in any normal manner, I can
say that a "silly-spare" is very capable of getting
you safely home. It can keep your advehture from
becoming a disaster.

A Sidecar “Adventure”..
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Industry News
At the Griffith Park Sidecar Rally, held on

the Halloween weekend of October, 1999, long
time promoter Doug Bingham arranged to hand
out press kits, supplied by various members of
the Sidecar Industry Council (SIC).

Studebaker Manufacturing Corporation
Studebaker Manufacturing Corporation,

entered the motorcycle industry in 1997 with the
purchase of the Vetter Sidecar molds. Sidecarists
interested in an entire new sidecar or parts for an
existing Terraplane, may contact Studebaker at
P.O. Box 401, Rosalia, WA 99170 or FAX
inquiries to (509)523-6412.

28th GRIFFITH PARK WITH BINGHAM AND S.I.C.
Ural America

In a press release too late to catch the last
issue of the SIDECARIST, Ural America an-
nounced its motorcycles had been granted ap-
proval for sale in the State of California, and
Ural America is still accepting dealership appli-
cations by contacting Tom Spear, at (425)222-
7738 Ext. 12.

Also announced was a change of name to
Classic Motorcycles & Sidecars, Inc., to position
the company for the release of new motorcycle
models unrelated to the Ural/IMZ line.

Ural America will still operate as a division
under this new parent company, and recently
opened a second distribution facility in South
Carolina, in addition to launching a promotional
program where motorcycles will be displayed in
many of COSTCO's 300 plus stores at special
times.

Liberty Sidecars
SIC Vice President Pete Larsen, owner of

Liberty Sidecars, announced plans to expand in
several directions, pointing out new chassis
technology, enlarging their model range to
include Japanese cruisers as well as some new
designs for Harleys. Current production Liberty
sidecars include their nostalgic model styled after
the 1936-66 HD which is available for many

larger Harley-Davidson motorcycles, and
their smaller sidecar designed for Sportsters.

They are also developing conversion parts
such as raked triple trees and special wheels, for
improving the drivability of the rigs, and have
plans to showcase some European sidecars and
associated products in their new facility at 2310
Rainier Ave. S., Settle, WA 98144. Telephone
(206)568-6030 for more information.
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Industry News..
28th GRIFFITH PARK WITH BINGHAM AND S.I.C...

Harley-Davidson Motor Company
Harley-Davidson Motor Company contin-

ues to offer their TLE and ULTRA sidecars for
the Model Year 2000. All sidecars are compatible
with any FL Touring family motorcycles manu-
factured since 1993, and in all color matches.
New for the ULTRA model is an amplifier with
80 watts of power with two larger 40 watt speak-
ers, CB PTT button, AM/FM/WB selection,
cassette, forward/reverse control, stereo volume
controls and station adjustability. To locate the
Harley-Davidson dealer in your area, call toll
free 1-800-588-2743 in the USA and Canada, or
write to P.O. Box 653, Milwaukee, WI 53201.

Side Strider, Inc..
Bingham's own company, advertises over 25

different sidecar models available, including
Watsonian, Squire, Ural, Sputnik III, kits and
customs. Contact Side Strider at (818)780-5542
or write to 15838 Arminta St., Unit 25, Van
Nuys, CA 91406.

SIC Members List
The members list of the SIC continues to

grow and now includes: Harley-Davidson Motor
Company, Liberty Sidecars, Side Strider, Inc.,
Ural America, Inc., Russian American Motorbike
Co. Inc., Studebaker Mfg. Inc., Hannigan Fairing
Co. Ltd., Side Effects, BMW of Fort Worth,
Vern's Cycle Shop, Bob's BMW, Ride-By-Side
Sidecar, Kurt Liebhaber (S.C.F.), Northwest
Sidecar, Thomas Ridyard Sidecar, Consultant,
Barry Bates Sidecars, Dauntless Motors, Neff
Design & Engineering, California Sidecar,
Motorvation Engineering.

The SIC may be contacted at P.O. Box
8119, Van Nuys, CA 91405 or (818)782-3762.

Copyright 2000 Harley-Davidson Motor Co.

Dimensions
Length: 78-3/8” 198.9 cm

Height: 42-1/8” 106.9 cm

S/C Width: 23-1/2” 59.6 cm

Width bracket to S/C wheel: 53-1/4” 135 cm

Weight: TLE/Ultra 220/246 lbs 89.8/111.6 kg

2000 H-D TLE/Ultra
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INSTRUCTOR CORNER
By David L. Hough, President, USCA Sidecar Safety Program

SSP

Big Changes
Big changes are taking place in the Sidecar

Safety Program. The SSP had primarily been
active in Illinois, under the management of SSP
President Ed Johnson. The "old" sidecar course
was primarily for experienced drivers. Ed asked
me to develop the curriculum, especially to
include novice (inexperienced) sidecarists.

When I developed the new curricula starting
about five years ago, I honestly thought that the
major emphasis of the SSP would be on helping
new sidecarists teach themselves to drive. I didn't
really believe that sidecar courses could become
integrated into rider training all across the coun-
try.

That's why I wrote the book Driving A
Sidecar Outfit. The idea was that most novice
sidecarists wouldn't be able to find a sidecar
course in their area, or in a time frame that
coincided with getting a new rig. The book has
proved it's worth, and did help many novice
sidecar pilots "learn to fly".

But what has amazed us is that the demand
for sidecar courses is growing, not shrinking. To
assist sidecar instructors to teach courses, we
developed the Instructor Guide, and that led to a
demand for instructor certification courses.
Instructors demanded course liability insurance,
and we were able to obtain a national policy.

We were asked to do presentations at con-
ferences such as the State Motorcycle Safety
Administrators (SMSA), which brought sidecar
training to the attention of administrators. And,
when state motorcycle safety coordinators
learned that a sidecar course and certified in-
structors were available, they started getting
interested in including sidecar courses in their
state programs.

One big need for sidecar training is to assist
rider training programs to comply with the
Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) So,

today, rather than seeing less need for sidecar
courses, we're seeing a renewed demand.

The problem is that the SSP is staffed by
volunteers. We're supposed to have a life in
addition to answering the mail, revising the
curricula, flying across the country to do training
programs, and attending conferences. The suc-
cess of sidecar training is rapidly overwhelming
our volunteer staff.
National Sidecar Training

Fortunately for the hardworking volunteers,
we made contact with the Evergreen Safety
Council in Seattle, Washington, and they ex-
pressed an interest in taking over management of
sidecar training. Throughout 1999, we've been
working on a deal which would ensure a contin-
ued income for the SSP, while allowing sidecar
training to expand across the nation.

As this is being written, the deal wasn't
signed yet, but we assumed it would be by the
time this is published. All current SSP officers,
Directors, staff, and instructors were contacted
with the details in November, 1999, and instruc-
tor input solicited.
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SSP..
The ESC will recognize all current SSP

certified instructors and chief instructors. The
SSP will continue as a volunteer, non-profit
organization.

Effective 02 January, 2000, all sidecar
training, instructor certification, sidecar curricu-
lum development and distribution, and publica-
tion of Driving A Sidecar Outfit will be handled
directly by the Evergreen Safety Council, 401
Pontius Avenue N., Seattle, WA 98109 (206)
382-4090 or (800) 521-0778. The current Motor-
cycle Safety Coordinator for the ESC is David
Wendell.

If you are a currently certified SSP instruc-
tor, and have not been notified of the details of
this agreement, please contact SSP President
David Hough at 93 Thunder Road, Port Angeles,
WA 98362 for a letter.
End of the Instructor Corner

With the handoff of nationwide sidecar
training management to the ESC, this column by
the Sidecar Safety Program will cease.

We sincerely thank the USCA for providing
space in The Sidecarist for instructor informa-
tion. And I personally thank all those sidecar
instructors and SSP staff who have given their
time and interest over the years. Your personal
commitment has resulted in sidecar training
having grown to it's current success. We should
all be proud of that achievement.

Since the Sidecar Safety Program will
continue as a volunteer organization, the current
officers will continue, but we can now take some
of the weight off our collective shoulders. There
will be some welcome shuffling and reduction of
responsibilities. We do need additional directors.

The primary responsibility of the SSP in the
future will be to serve as subject matter experts
to the ESC, to ensure that future sidecar courses
are of the highest quality.

SSP Chief Instructors can expect to be
contacted directly by the ESC for future sidecar
instructor certification courses.

David L. Hough, President, SSP



Vol 24 Number 1                                   Page 31                                                    Jan-Feb’2000

Coming Events
January 1, 2000, Annual Polar Bear Run. H-D of Crete, noon sign-up, ride 1:00p.m., 1048 Main St., Crete,

Illinois. Info: Northern Illinois Sidecarists, Ron Gardner, (815)476-0327.

January 14-16, 2000, CYCLE WORLD 2000 International Motorcycle Show. America's Center, 701 Convention
Plaza, St. Louis, Missouri.

January 21-23, 2000, CYCLE WORLD 2000 International Motorcycle Show. Philadelphia Convention Center,
One Convention Center Place, 1101 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

January 28-30, 2000, CYCLE WORLD 2000 International Motorcycle Show. IX Center, 6200 Riverside Dr.,
Cleveland, Ohio.

February 4-6, 2000, CYCLE WORLD 2000 International Motorcycle Show. Jacob K. Javits Convention Center,
655 West 34th St., New York, New York.

February 11-13, 2000, CYCLE WORLD 2000 International Motorcycle Show. Rosemont Convention Center,
5555 North River Rd., Rosemont, Illinois.

February 18-20, 2000, Macon HOG Motorcycle Show, ALL BRAND SHOW, many classes, sidecars wanted.
Galleria Mall, Centerville/Warner Robins, Georgia. Info: Art & Kathy Rhoades (912)988-8769.

March 8-12, 2000, CYCLE WORLD 2000 International Motorcycle Show. Daytona International Speedway,
1801 Speedway Blvd., Daytona Beach, Florida.

March 17-19, 2000, CYCLE WORLD 2000 International Motorcycle Show. Cobb Galleria, Two Galleria
Parkway, Atlanta, Georgia.

August 3-6, 2000, United Sidecar Association and Canadian Sidecar Owners Club, International 2000
Sidecar Rally, Kentucky Horsepark, Lexington, Kentucky. Info: John and Jean Kennedy, 1648 Donelwal Dr.,
Lexington, KY 40511. (606) 389-6786 evenings, (606) 323-6097 daytime. e-mail; mjkenn0011pop.uky.edu
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Classifieds
Classified advertisers should use the classi-

fied ad form, Using the ad form gives an ad 150
characters and spaces, and the advertiser name,
address and phone number are included for free.

Ads just typed on a sheet of paper, usually
tend to run close to double length, and are re-
turned to either be edited to space by the adver-
tiser, or for additional payment.

1st Time Ads
For Sale:
1996 black H-D Tourglide Ultra & matching

Ultra sidecar. Not separated since new. Fuel
Inj, black & chrome engine, many extra
accessories. 11,500 mi. $24,995. Leroy M.
Grubel, Rt.1 Box 222, Carlock, IL 61725-
9645. (309)376-4451.

1978 Honda-matic 750A, low mileage, teal blue-
white, with new Ride-by-Side sidecar, white.
$2950.00. Fred Lewis, 4266 Dan Dr.,
Harrison, MI 48625. (517)539-7546 e-mail
rlblumlewislivoyager.net.

1986 Honda Goldwing Aspencade w/matching
1999 Calif. Sidecar w/brakes, lites & covers,
two-tone brown, 32K, too old to ride. $12.9K,
OBO. Dr. Frank DeFelice, 214 Paradise
Peninsula Dr., North Lake Station, Lake
Norman, NC 28117. (704)664-2316.

California Sidecar frame only. Was fitted to a 95
H-D Road King No reasonable offer refused.
Must pay shipping of approx. 90 lbs. Bob
Sullivan Sr., 3054 N. Ricardo, Mesa, AZ
85215. (480)981-9890.

1988 Gold Wing 1500 Champion Daytona 2+2
sidecar both color matched martini beige.
Sidecar top & seat match bike seats. $15,000
CDN, excellent condition. Graeme George, 34
Hawthorne Cres, Aylmer West, Ontario,
Canada N5H 3C3. (519)773-2987.

1988 BMW w/Hedingham sic, has leading link
forks, 15 in. rear wheel, new Block K on front.
Will sell complete or m/c only. Bike has sub
frame for all s/c's. William David Morgan,
11920 Pearl Ln., Wadesville, IN 47638.
(812)963-9312.

2nd Time Ads
For Sale:
BMW R1100GS '95, Al Jesse bags, tank bag, full

instruments; with Flexit sidecar '98 black -
steers like a heavy solo bike! $17000.
(970)482-6874. cotton@atmos.colostate.edu
William Cotton, P.O. Box 74, Bellvue, CO
80512.

1985 Yamaha Venture Royale with Motorvation
sidecar, 1200cc 52,000 miles, excellent condi-
tion $5,000 or best offer. (814)371-3131
located in PA. Carol Massey, 1258 Treasure
Lk., Du Bois, PA 15801.
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Manufacturers & Services
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Classified Form

DEADLINE ISSUE           .
11 Mar.1996 May-Jun 1996
06 May 1996 Jul-Aug 1996
01 Jul  1996 Sep-Oct 1996
09 Sep 1996 Nov-Dec 1996
11 Nov 1996 Jan-Feb 1997
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Bookshop

William H. Helbig, Jr., 530 Augdon Dr., Elyris, OH 44035
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