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Flying The Chair
Your friendly editor just called me at the office

wondering where my column was since I had missed
the deadline by two days.

I mentioned that a few minor time consuming
items were sucking up all my time, those being trying
to arrange for log delivery of my new house in the
mountains of North Carolina in 10 days, and having
just ensured a $100 million dollar proposal I had been
spending long hours on for the last three weeks, had
reached the contracting office in Denver. His advice,
“Go home, have a beer, and write a column.” I took
Bob’s advice, getting home in less than two hours from
my 50 mile long commute and immediately going
down to the computer
to write the column.

This is the last
column before the
National Rally so I
hope you have your
reservations in, the rig
tuned up, and are
ready to come to
Kentucky and have a
good time. I’m
promised there will
be good rides, good
food, some shade,
and plenty to do to
keep us busy.

Probably the most interesting news is that Scott
Thornton, President and CEO of the American Motor-
cyclist Association (AMA), has been in contact with
me and is planning to attend our rally. He is interested
in spending as much unstructured time as possible just
wandering around talking to sidecarists. He says he and
his staff are very supportive of sidecaring and want to
discuss with us (your Board of Directors and
President) how we can form an alliance and partner-
ship with AMA for the future. I took the opportunity to
invite our Canadian Board of Directors into the
discussions since I am sure many of them are AMA
members too.

I have received several entries for our new logo
contest and will probably bring them to Kentucky for
all the members to see and vote on. Better plan on

attending and seeing if your club will have a new logo
for the new century.

Still have tickets available for the free sidecar
from Ural America. At the price we’re selling them for,
you should probably buy a couple more.

For those of you interested in our Sidecar Safety
Program, Dave Wendell of the Evergreen Safety
Council in Washington state, will also be at the rally for
the first time. In case you haven’t been keeping up with
our efforts to continuously upgrade and professionalize
the SSP, the Evergreen Safety Council will now be
responsible for curriculum development of the SSP in

an arrangement very
similar to what the
Motorcycle Safety
Foundation (MSF) does
for our two wheel
friends. Stop by and say
hello to Dave.

We just finished
training 12 more people
in the Novice Sidecar
and Trike class this last
weekend. Very success-
ful Cundiff Simmons,
one of our SSP Chief
Instructors and the
Virginia Rider Training
Program will be at the

SMSA conference in Indianapolis, in August, with the
VRTP Trailer and our three training rigs. Stop and see it
if you get a chance. This is what we are trying to bring
to all the state safety programs.

I think that is probably enough for now. I need to
do some work on my rig if I hope to have it at the
National Rally. It appears my torsion bar adjustment for
the sidecar suspension decided to unwind itself and my
sidecar wheel is sitting at a 45 degree angle.

Stay well, drive smooth, and we’ll see you in
Kentucky.
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Lean-out
This is May 18, 2000, and up here the newspaper

headlines ask "Where were you?", 20 years ago when
mount Saint Helens erupted.

That got me to wondering, so I grabbed a cup of
coffee and a pile of motorcycle log books, which in a way,
are a diary of my motorcycling life that goes back to the
mid-1960s (before that, I wasn't smart enough to keep log
books).

First book I grabbed was my SP370 Suzuki which
only had a May 8th entry as having ridden up to Long
Beach, California, for a Honda press showing. Then I
grabbed my Honda GL1000 log which had a may 2nd
entry as having returned from the Boulder City, Nevada,
run. Hmmm? Nothing in the Triumph 500 book either...
closest entry was April 13th as having returned from the
British Bike Ride in Pasadena.

OK. Time to dig into the test bike logs from the old
days at ROAD RIDER... back to the early 80s... H-D
FLT...Suzuki GN400X...Suzuki GS1000..ah hah!

The May 15th entry noted tanking the bike up on the
way home, in San Clemente, then 120 miles later I was at
the Don Vesco Products shop of Matt Guizetta, having a
Rabid Transit fairing installed on the GS1000. Next entry
was may 19th, 49 miles later, topping off the tank before
heading off to New Mexico on the 21st, for Till
Thompson's Red River Run, camping along the way with
riding friend Joe Christian.

Mystery solved. I was at home in southern Califor-
nia, packing up the Suzuki with camping gear, when St.
Helens blew her top.

On a clear day, you can see what is left of mount
Saint Helens, from Rainier, Oregon. Last September 11th,
I was returning from a post office run with my Kawasaki
KLR650, looked at the mountain and figured it was too
good of a day to go back to the office... then did a 221
mile loop of St. Helens, over some National Forest roads
that run from Cougar, up to Randle. A month later, I took
the Ural rig the same way, but cut off on another road I
had seen that wound up down by Cascade Locks on the
Columbia River. All of it is interesting country, dominated
by the scared volcano, rising somewhat bleak in an
otherwise green forested landscape.

A week ago today, it had been raining and snow was
forecast for the mountains, so the bikes stayed in the

garage while I drove up for a closer look at St. Helens
with the top up on the Geo 4x4.

It's an interesting trip on Washington Highway 504,
once you clear the community of Toutle. Here, you are
following the Toutle River North Fork, which heads right
up into the "blast zone" of two decades past.

Even now, there are remains of the debris that came
down the North Fork, then dams that were built to hold
back some of the sediment. As the road climbs closerto
the National Volcanic monument boundary, there are still
hillsides covered with trees blown flat from the blast,
although new growth is returning on its own. Outside the
Monument boundary, private timber lands were also laid
bare, but much of the downed timber was salvaged and an
extensive re-planting operation has seen a new forest
rising up from the gray ash-covered hillsides. Some of it is
doing so well you would not realize it suffered along with
the rest.

Up at the 3,800 foot level, clouds had socked in the
higher ridges, but through occasional gaps, you could see
fresh snow dusting the mountainsides. St. Helens was
being modest that day, retiring as it were, silent in the
clouds. It was the kind of day you could envision Ansel
Adams focused in on the scene with his camera, waiting
hours for the right moment when the clouds parted
enough to trip the shutter for a classic photo.

On a previous attempted ride on my H-D FLHTC, I
hadn't even managed to make it much past the 3,000 foot
level before dense fog blanketed everything. When you
can't see what you came to see, there's not much sense to
continue, so I'd turned the bike around and scooted down
the road out of the clouds for home.

A lot has changed in 20 years. The Triumph, SP370
and G11000 are gone, and so is Joe Christian. I've never
heard about Til Thompson, but I suppose he's gone too... if
not... he must be a very old man. The Boulder City run is
history too, replaced these days by the big run at Laughlin.
And of course, "home" is now the Northwest.
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Letters
FINALLY GAVE UP.
Dear Editor

Months have gone by since I wrote you last.
I finally gave up on Harley-Davidson after my
FLHS stranded me AGAIN, while on a test ride
from the service center. I finally gave up on the
Ural after I couldn't start it for the sole prospec-
tive buyer who came by. Both are up for sale.

Besides writing to you, I picked several ads
from the SIDECARIST and wrote or called
them. After listening to all the advice I could
find, I settled on a California Friendship II
sidecar and a Honda Valkyrie to pull it. Since my
letter was published in the SIDECARIST, I have
had two members write me. Both recommended
a Honda (one Aspencade and one Valkyrie)
coupled to a California Friendship II.

Either that is one big coincidence or Honda/
Friendship is the best rig going. Time will tell. I
am tweaking the adjustments and waiting for
warmer weather (I commute to work by motor-
cycle all year, but my main squeeze quickly
admits to being a fair weather biker).

Dennis W. Durham #5916 Alexandria, VA.

Re DENNIS DURHAM'S LETTER:
In our book, "Riding With A Sidecar", there

is a section showing speed vs. engine horsepower
for solo or sidecar operation. The bigger the
engine the greater the average speed. An engine
of 650ccs or less is OK as long as you stay off
the freeways and are content to potter around on
city streets.

For serious long distance cruising, at least
go to 1,000ccs. A high torque lower speed motor
is better than a high revving motor that must be
kept on the boil. More relaxing too as you do not
need to change gears as often. But do not lug the
motor up hills or after slowing down to cross an
intersection.

Better still, a power plant of 1,200 to
1,600ccs is even better. Because it is not under as
much stress it will last longer.

I used to beat the pants off Hogs with my
T110 and T120 Triumphs with racing cams and
high compression pistons. However, I could
never get an engine to last longer than 10,000
miles.  Nothing beats cubic inches for sidecars!

Hal Kendall #2 Houston, Texas
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Letters..
NEEDS VETTER PARTS.
Dear Editor

I recently sent for a sample copy of your publica-
tion, the SIDECARIST, hoping to find something about
the old Vetter Terraplane Sidecars. However, I didn't
find any mention or even any ads on the Manufacturers
and Services page.

I haven't seen ads for any Vetter products for a
long time. Is there any way to get parts?

Fred Simpson Junction, Utah

[You will probably find the parts you need for
your Terraplane by contacting Studebaker Manufactur-
ing Corporation, P.O. Box 401, Rosalia, WA 99170, or
(509) 523-5802 -- ed]

HONDA BUILDS RIGS.
I work for Honda of America and found this

article in our recent Wing Newsletter. I thought it might
be interesting to print in the SIDECARIST.

 "Marysville Motorcycle plant and Anna Engine
Plant supported the production of the GL 1500SE
Japanese Imperial Guard Escort units.

"Last October, 16 GL SE units were assembled
for the Japanese Emperor: The engine is a standard
MAM engine with modification for the reverse gear.

"The frames were built in our own weld depart-
ment, shipped to Japan for modifications to the frame
body to support the installation of eight right sidecars
and eight left sidecars. The frames were shipped back
to Marysville Motorcycle plant for assembly of the
units. Special paint and decals were used for the
painted parts and the units were outfitted with early
1990's German style trunk body.

"The assembly of the base unit was done on our
line two at MMP. Ten black units and six white units
were packed and shipped to Honda Motor
Hamamatsu Motorcycle factory. A team of engineers
from Hamamatsu then designed, built and installed the
sidecars for the units. The units will be used to escort
the Emperor in parades and other events. There are
eight cars in the procession, each car is accompanied
by two Emperor units one black and one white."

Richard Bailey #5595 Minster, Ohio

[And if you were the Japanese Emperor, I am
pretty damn sure that Honda would bend over back-
wards to build you a fleet of Japanese Imperial Guard
Escort units.  Sidecars have always been traditional
ceremonial vehicles to accompany the Emporer for
many decades.  At one time they had a fleet of Ameri-
can Harley-Davidsons.  Added - 12/28/2005 - HAK]
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Rally
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Rally..
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Raffle



Vol 24 Number 4                                   Page 10                                                   Jul-Aug’2000

Raffle..
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Outfit
ARMEC R1 1/TREMOLA - Sidecar Evaluation

by David L. Hough
The Armec Tremola 1 sidecar rig is going to

wipe the cobwebs out of a lot of motorcycling
minds. When you think "sidecar", what image
comes to mind? Do you envision a German military
rig from a WW II Africa Corps movie, or that little
500cc MuZ Silverstar Gespanne rig Motorcycle
Consumer News tested several years ago, or are
you still snickering at the mismatched rig that old
codger down the block cobbled together from old
motorcycle parts and water pipe?

Well, if those are the images you have of
sidecars, the Tremola is going to blow your mental
doors off. The Swiss-built Tremola isn't really a
sidecar attached to a two-wheeler, but a three-
wheeled sports vehicle powered by a motorcycle
engine and drive train. While the Japanese manu-

facturers have generally ignored sidecars, the
Europeans have really taken sidecars seriously,
designing three-wheeled machines with the fun of a
sports bike, and the performance and low risk of a
sports car.

If you're thinking about a sidecar just to carry
the kids or family dog, the essentials are a sturdy
body, a seat, a windshield, and an easy way for your
passenger to get in and out. But while we're dream-
ing, how about a really good looking fiberglass
body with a comfy bucket seat, a swoopy wrap-
around windshield, a huge trunk. and maybe an
extra fuel tank? Oh, yeh, and how about a nice
paint job, including all the frame parts powder
coated?
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Getting in and out of the Tremola is easy.
Open the cowl, and ease into that cushy

bucket seat.

But here's the rub: If you're a gearhead, you're
not going to be interested in some clunky old hack
bolted up to your favorite roadbumer, with handling
like a '48 Kaiser. We gearheads don't want some-
thing that ambles along at the back of the pack, we
want an outfit that will have our knee-dragging
squidly buddies scrambling to keep up on those
twisty backroads. We want PERFORMANCE. In a
nutshell, we're describing the BMW R1100/Armec
Tremola outfit.

Classic C.-Sidecar owner Juergen Kohlmeier
imports high quality sidecars from Europe. Juergen
allowed us to test drive his RI 1/Tremola from New
Jersey up into New York on our way to the
Americade.

The particular outfit we tested is powered by a
BMW R1100RT "oilhead" with an Armec "ALS"
front end, integrated with a Swiss-built Armec
Tremola 1 sidecar. It's really a three-wheeled
package, so we'll just call it the "R11/Tremola" for
short.
It Handles.

The R11/Tremola takes to the backroads like a
sports car. Steering is reasonably light, not quite
like a car with power steering, but responsive
enough that you won't get tired out after a few
hours of twisty roads. Straight-ahead stability is
good, but it also corners without a lot of muscle.
For an outfit that weighs close to 1,000 lb., it
cruises twisty roads fast enough to put a grin on my
face.

Those low-profile 185/60 R15 tires on the
oilhead, and a heavy sidecar, help it to corner flat
and predictably. This outfit had an accessory fuel
tank mounted under the sidecar, adding 6.6 gallons
of fuel over the sidecar axle to help keep the car on
the ground, and providing a fuel range of something
like 350 miles.

We cruised twisty backroads for most of the
day, and the outfit seemed happy at 60 to 70 mph.
With the smaller-diameter wheels, the R11 motor
was turning 4,000 rpm in 5th gear at 70 mph.

Outfit..
ARMEC R1 1/TREMOLA - Sidecar Evaluation..

That swoopy air scoop cools the brake disk.
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The Armec ALS front end combines the BMW Telelever with a
strong, lightweight single-sided tubular swing arm.

Maximum torque occurred at
about 85 mph in 5th, when the
R1100 motor runs out of punch
as geared to pull this outfit, but
that's well beyond the typical
backroads speed limits. Only on
the superslabs elbowing with
New York traffic did I lust for
more power.

Tight right-hand turns such
as right angle corners or decreas-
ing-radius freeway on-ramps tend
to get a sidecar flying with a
lightweight outfit, but with the
R11/Tremola, the tires begin to
slide at the point where the
sidecar wheel gets close to flying.
The 60% profile auto tires also
provide a very wide footprint
which places the tipover lines
farther to the outside than with
comparable motorcycle tires.

I didn't intentionally try to
"fly" the sidecar wheel off the
ground in a straight line, but I
suspect that it would be difficult
with the R11/Tremola, even
without a passenger. That's really
a big advantage for novice
sidecarists. Flying the Tremola is
unlikely, so with this outfit it isn't
so iimportant to master the
steering reversion which occurs
when the third wheel leaves the
pavement, as you must with a
narrower, lighter outfit.

Left turns were no problem,
but did provide some surprises in
those sweepers which crested a
whoop-de-do hill at mid corner.
The inertial energy of the R11/
Tremola rig tended to get the
wheels airborne as the road

Outfit..
ARMEC R1 1/TREMOLA - Sidecar Evaluation..

OK, if you
need to run up

to Lake
George on a

nice day,
wouldn't you
rather take

the R11/
Armec than

the Mercedes
or the Range

Rover?
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Outfit..
ARMEC R1 1/TREMOLA - Sidecar Evaluation..

dropped away, allowing the front wheel to drift
wide as the tire lost traction momentarily. The
weight of the shaft drive system on the BMW helps
keep the drive wheel on the ground. Even with a
few momentary drifts, the outfit seemed well under
control, with no apparent bad habits.

Although Juergen counseled me several times
that I didn't need to hang off towards the inside of
turns with the Tremola rig, I found that hanging off
helped the outfit corner flatter, with less steering
effort. As with any motorcycle, hanging off was a
definite advantage in off-camber turns, or when
sweeping turns occurred at the crest of hills.
Smoking Credit Cards

OK, let's take a breath for a moment. If it isn't
obvious, we're definitely not talking about clamping
on some cheapo garage-sale sidecar here. We're
talking an integrated sidecar/motorcycle frame with
easy steering, low-profile, auto-style wheels with
sticky, high-mileage tires, an engine with some
serious grunt, and three-wheeled ABS with as many
calipers as we can fit in.

We're talking big bucks here. If your credit
card is already too hot to touch, forget an exotic
three-wheeler until you are ready to squander your
children's inheritance. If you need economy, buy a
used Corolla, or a Geo. Face it: if you really do
need to get the kids and dog in a sidecar outfit on a
pinched family budget, you're going to have to
settle for an econo-hack with less than impressive
performance.

But if you're interested in some serious fun on
a sports machine that passes for a motorcycle, and
quality is more important than cost, the Tremola
makes a lot of sense. And it's a really good rig that
will maintain it's value indefinitely. A top-of-the
line Tremola rig with all the bells and whistles will
set you back about $17,000. Plus the bike. Figure
about $1,700 to so the conversion. If you need to
trim the cost, without trimming the handling, you
can start deducting the options, such as the auxiliary
fuel tank (with electric pump), the passenger
shoulder harness, or the full weather cover. So,

what are you getting for your money?
The ALS Front End

A big part of the handling of a sidecar outfit
comes from the front end. Telescopic forks are just
too flexible for serious sidecar work, and the
steering and suspension geometry for a two-
wheeler is way off for a sidecar rig. The tried-and-
true European approach to sidecar conversion is to
install a massive leading-link front end with the
front axle moved forward to reduce steering effort.
For the R11/Tremola, the Swiss Armec engineers
designed a light but strong front end by incorporat-
ing the BMW Telelever system. Armec has pat-
ented the design as the Armec Lenk System, or
"ALS".

The stock BMW "A arm" carries the top of a
single-sided wheel link in a stronger-than-stock ball
joint. The bottom of this wheel link pivots on
another "A" arm swinging sideways off the sidecar
frame Side loads are transferred directly to a
bearing beneath the front axle, and vertical loads
are absorbed by the Telelever, augmented by dual
air-loaded telescopic suspension units, which also
transfer steering torque to the wheel link.

The ALS design retains the advantages of the
BMW Telelever, with greater rigidity, better track-
ing, and less sprung weight than a leading link. One
big advantage of the ALS is that steering angle is
the same as the stock front end, allowing the rig to
be turned tightly. Another advantage of the ALS is
that unsprung weight is very modest, which con-
tributes to both quicker steering and better suspen-
sion compliance.

The single-sided wheel hub carries a single
disk, but there are two massive brake calipers, and
of course the outfit also has the rear wheel brake
and a sidecar wheel brake, so it is no surprise that
the rig has impressive braking power. While the
BMW ABS can be incorporated, that's frosting on
the cake, since three wheelers don't fall down if you
exceed the traction limits.
Running Gear
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Both the front wheel and rear wheels are
special 15 inch automobile style rims which accept
low-profile, longer-lasting (and less expensive)
automobile tires. With a vehicle which corners flat
rather than leaning, flat profile tires provide a lot of
traction, and also considerably more mileage than
round-profile bike tires. The payback from buying
the expensive wheels up front is that you can save
your tire money later. In case you're wondering, no,
you can't mount motorcycle tires on automobile
rims, or auto tires on motorcycle rims, even if the
sizes are close. Auto tires require auto rims. Auto
wheels and rims are also designed to handle side
loads, which are significantly greater on a three-
wheeler than on a two-wheeler.
The Sidecar

Gearheads will be fascinated by the interesting
technology of the front end, monster brakes, low-
profile car wheels, and other bits of special sidecar
technology, but tear yourself away for a moment,
and consider the sidecar body, which also has some
unique engineering.

The sidecar windshield is a nice curving
Lexan piece, firmly bolted to the hood and wrap-
ping halfway around the sides of the cockpit to give
the passenger some still air, a lot like a formula race
car. As you know, Lexan is tough, and bolting it
rigidly to the cowl makes it almost indestructible.
But with that windshield in the way, how do you
get into the sidecar? Easy: the whole front hood tilts
up vertically, assisted by two gas struts. The passen-
ger just eases into the cushy bucket seat, and pulls
the cowl closed. The seat is adjustable, and there is
an airplane safety belt. The easy access into the
sidecar is a definite plus for passengers with physi-
cal limitations.

Got a lot of gear to carry? Walk around to the
back end, and open the trunk lid. The huge 10.6 cu.
Ft. trunk behind the seat provides more stowage
than the trunks of some mid-sized automobiles. The
lid opens with a single lockable latch. Having a lid
to the trunk rather than access behind the seat is
more than a gimmick. You can rummage around in
your gear without having to disturb the passenger.

Outfit..
ARMEC R1 1/TREMOLA - Sidecar Evaluation..

The bottom line is that the R11/Tremola is a
well-engineered three-wheeled motorcycle which
performs as advertised. Would I like to have an
R11/Tremola in my garage? You betcha! Could I
afford to have one in my garage? Ah, well that
would take some serious shuffling of my priorities.

Tremola Technical Details
Length 91.7 in.

Footroom 49.2 in.

Seat Width 30.7 in.

Sidecar Tire 185/55R14

Wheel Track 49.9 in.

Weight 231 lb.

Integral front/rear clearance/turn signal lights

Hydraulic sidecar brake

Frame, subframe, and connecting parts powder
coated

Different Strokes
Classic C Sidecar has other Armec Sidecars

available, including the Cruiser Bullet for the
BMW R12C "Cruiser", the Limited for Harley-
Davidson machines, and the Sidewinder, an articu-
lated sidecar that allows the motorcycle to be
leaned into corners. Classic C Sidecar also handles
various EZS sidecars and components such as
leading link front ends. If you're ready to start
thinking seriously about sidecars, or you're already
infected with the sidecar disease and need some
fixes for your handling problems, maybe it's time to
contact these folks.

Classic C. Sidecar Co.

3 Great Meadow Lane

East Hanover, NJ 07936 973-739-9470

www.armec.com
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The trunk opens with a single lockable latch, and provides over 10 cubic feet of space.

Outfit..
ARMEC R1 1/TREMOLA - Sidecar Evaluation..
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Advt
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Rally
AMA VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE DAYS AT DEL MAR

By Doug
Bingham

As has been
usual for the past
few years, several
of us traveled
down to the San
Diego, California,
area to attend the
Del mar Concours
d'Elegance and
National Champi-
onship. The 1999
event was held on
October 9th and
10th, a few weeks
before the Griffith
Park Sidecar
Rally. Of course,
we went down
there to also field
a display of side-
cars.

Lap of the Legends honors racing greats of yesteryear,
who usually take their lap in the comfort of a sidecar.

Is it old or new? Hard to tell at Del Mar. In this case,
it looks to be a genuine oldie.
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Rally..
AMA VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE DAYS AT DEL MAR..

A beautiful example of an Indian outfit, along with what looks
to be another Chang Jiang combo.

A lot of sidecars were on display including Bartel's H-D Pike's Peak
winning outfit which later also won the Adalanto (CA) Grand Prix.

The
Concours
d'Elegance used
to be sponsored
by the San
Diego Antique
motorcycle
Club, but for
the past few
years has been
part of the
overall Chris
Agajanian
organized
weekend. In any
event, the
collection of
antique and
classic motor-
cycles is know
as one of the
best in the
nation. In addi-
tion, this year's
Del Mar also
featured a two
day Motorcycle
Expo, getting a
jump on the
usual motor-
cycle shows
that take place
around the
country
during the
Winter months.
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Rally..
AMA VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE DAYS AT DEL MAR..

From wild to mild, you can see it at Del Mar. This custom Harley chair
featured two seats and two passenger windshields.

The Del Mar Mile ran on Sunday with Evel Knievel (center) being
honored as Grand Marshall.

The Del Mar
Mile ran on Sunday
the 10th, being the
AMA Grand Na-
tional Champion-
ship Series Finale,
with Evel Knievel
being honored as
the Grand Marshall
of the K&N Filters
Del Mar Mile. Scott
Parker was billed as
possibly having
raced in his final
season.

Other Del Mar
features were  the
Skip Van Leeuwen
Vintage Short Track
Classic, held Satur-
day night from 7-
10:00p.m. and prior
to that the qualify-
ing and heat races
for 883 Harley-
Davidson Sportsters
and the new Super
Tracker Project
2000 class.
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Rally..
AMA VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE DAYS AT DEL MAR..

Lots of people wandering around in the warm Fall sun of the Del
Mar weekend, with lots to look at.

A lot of folks bring motorcycles and sidecars to Del Mar to sell, as is
evidenced by this Chang Jiang rig, Indian Enfield next to it and

BMW to the rear.

All in all, lots of
action to take in, loads
of motorcycles and
sidecars to look at and
a chance to see a few a
few of motorcycling's
better known person-
alities.

For more informa-
tion on Del Mar 2000,
contact Agajanian
Presents, Inc., 1001 N.
Pacific Ave., San
Pedro, CA 90731.
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Rally
BRASS MONKEY - MULEGE, BAJA CA RALLY

The Brass Monkey Rally for the year 2000,
was held at Jake Jacob's house in Mulege, Baja
California, Mexico. This was the second time the
rally has been held at Jake's house.

The rally co-organizers planned to meet
February 9, 2000, at El Centro, California, and to
travel into Mexico on the next day, February
10th. Phil (from Anaheim) and I arrived at the
campground in El Centro at approximately
3:00p.m. on Wednesday, February 9th, and after
erecting our tents and getting everything ready
for the evening, Dave (chairman from Tucson)
and Tom (Tucson) came riding into the camp-
ground on their BMWs, Dave on a Beautiful air
cooled twin that was the "Last Model Built" by
BMW, and Tom was on a K-model. They in-
formed us that they had been in Calexico for a
couple of hours, securing their visas so that they
could travel into mainland Mexico. They took a
ferry from La Paz, and then traveled back to
Tucson. I had planned to do the same, but by
then it was late and I told Dave that I wouldn't
go. (As it turned out I had to hurry back for a
funeral and couldn't have gone anyway!!!)

We hung around the camp and Dave said all
we needed was a pizza to make the evening
complete. After Dave, Phil and Tom made the
mandatory phone calls home, we all proceeded to
devour a couple of cool ones and all at once a
pickup pulled in and the pizza delivery person
brought the pizzas. I had already forgotten about
having pizza. Dave treated and we ate like pigs.
About 8:00p.m. a new Brass Monkey attendee
from Littlerock, California, arrived in a car. He
had started out on his wife's VW trike and lost
the engine near San Berdo, and an old friend
brought him the rest of the way. They set up their
tent and spent the night with us. His name is
Zeke.

Thursday morning, February 10th, we got
up, packed and headed for the border, as the plan
was to be at the border with bellies and tanks full
and ready to ride at 8:00. Dave and Tom, who

spend the night in a motel, came riding into
Calexico as Phil and I were coming out of
Denny's, just this side of the border. They waved
and went on by. We went about a block and I
stopped and purchased some insurance for
Mexico, and we crossed the border at 8:00a.m.
sharp. Once in Mexicali, we looked for Dave and
Tom but couldn't see them. We waited until 8:05
and decided to head for Mulege. Of course, we
got lost and wasted about 15 minutes finding
Mexico Highway 2, heading for Tecate. Finally
out of town and headed west on Hwy 2, we
began climbing the Rumorosa Grade that I had
heard was a good smooth winding road. Wonder-
ful road and fantastic views on the many, many
switchbacks. But, as we neared the top it became
very windy and cold. At the top of the grade was
a toll station and it became clear to Phil and I
that Dave and Tom were long gone ahead of us.
We continued on to Tecate as quickly as our
Gold Wings would carry us through little villages
and lots of pretty farm country.

As we entered Tecate, and having yet to see
Dave or Tom, we kept going and found gas about
30 miles our of Tecate on the way to Ensenada
The highway from Tecate to Ensenada was a very
good road, mostly straight but nice country.

Finally out of Ensenada and heading south
on Hwy 1 for Mulege. Still no sign of those
BMWs. Had lunch in Colonett, and then very
little traffic and Gold Wings humming at 75-
80mph for an hour and into El Rosario. Got gas
and set off for Catavina, our night's destination.
After another hour of good speed and good road,
we stopped about five miles north of Catavina, in
an area of huge boulders, pulled off the highway
and about a block off the road made camp. What
a beautiful night we had. Very quiet and the sky
was hard to describe with the stars and moon.
Slept like babies.

Next morning had breakfast and then back
to the highway and into Catavina for gas. Guess
what?? Gas station is closed. No gas. Now what?
A fellow from Oregon drove in, in a big Ford
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Rally..
BRASS MONKEY - MULEGE, BAJA CA RALLY..

pickup and Phil quickly got him to give us
enough gas to get to the next station in Guerrero
Negro, 140 miles away. As we were preparing to
leave, we see the two... no three... BMWs pull
off on the other side of the road. Dave and Tom
had found Sherry and Joe (Tucson) on Joe's K-
bike and the three of them had been chasing us
all day yesterday. They had spent the night in El
Rosario.

Across the road was a Mexican man selling
gas out of 55 gallon drums out of his pickup.
Now, no more worries about gas. Gas in Baja
during this trip was very expensive.

We rode on to Guerrero Negro and stopped
for lunch at a roadside cafe. We all ordered just a
"couple of tacos". After a few minutes the waiter
(owner) brought each of us a bowl of soup to
"hold us until the tacos are made" and we quickly
took care of the soup and then the meal arrived.
My two tacos became three floutas with beans,
rice and a salad. And all of us got a lot more food
than we thought we had ordered. The bill came
to about $5.00, so the gas was high but the meals
were very reasonable throughout the trip.

We gassed up in Guerrero Negro and
headed for Mulege. We arrived at Jake's about
4:00p.m. California time and tried to get our
tents up and camp cleaned up before dark. We
almost made it but wound up finishing in the
dark and then hiked back up to Jake's place and
found a few others telling each other how great
we were. Jake was his usual self and a wonderful
host. Jake rides from Mulege to the Monkey in
the States, year after year and never complains,
so we try to make it to Jake's when we can.

Saturday, February 11th: Up at 6:00, had
breakfast in the cantina right next to our camp
and about 10:00 we motored into Mulege and
picked up the rest of the crew at another cantina
and toured through Mulege. Got some groceries
and made some phone calls home at the phone
store and then about noon, back to Jake's for the
feast. Jake had arranged (just kidding) for a

cantina just down the road to have an open house
and just buy the beer and all the food is free. So
we went down there (about half a mile) and stood
in line for 30 minutes and gave up and came
back to camp and had OUR own meal.

After eating we all went back to Jake's
house for more BS sessions and to view a video
about some crazy guys, who a few years ago
made some runs from the American border down
Hwy 1 to Cabo, in approximately 10 hours. That
is over 1,000 miles in 10 hours. The video was of
a camera strapped on a ZX11?? with the road,
speedo and tach. 12:00 O'clock on the speedo
was 125mph and the speed was quite often
160mph. I couldn't stop watching it and finally
had to tear myself away. Unbelievable! Finally,
back to camp at the foot of Jake's driveway and
to bed.

Sunday, February 13th, got up early because
my Therm-a-rest (brand new) had found a thorn
under my ground cloth and tent, and I was
sleeping on the hard, hard ground. I started to cry
about it to Phil, as he was telling me about his air
mattress going flat during the night. Ate a fine
breakfast in camp and prepared for the day. Went
to town again, Phil and I paid for a shower in a
RU campground in town and then we were a
little nicer to be downwind from. Drove back to
Jake's around 1:00p.m. for the feast.

Jake had a fellow come in and set up two
awnings, and he cooked for us from 1:00 till
about 5:00p.m.. he started with carne-asada,
beans, rice, salad, all you can eat if you buy the
beer. About 3:30p.m. the chef switched the beef
for pork. The food and the conversation were
both enjoyed by about 75 or more people. We
had a long talk with a Dave ?? from Virginia.
Dave has ridden over 1,000,000 miles on a
BMW. Nice man and what stories he had to tell.
At dark we returned up the driveway to Jake's
and more talking, talking, talking. Had a huge
bonfire at the campsite that was hot enough to
cook on the next morning. Finally to bed (on the
hard, hard ground) and off to sleep.
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Rally..
BRASS MONKEY - MULEGE, BAJA CA RALLY..

 Monday, February 14th; Happy Valentines
Day. Phil and I up and packed, ate, said our
goodbys and hit the road with full tanks and
bellies. Rode hard and were in El Rosario by
5:00p.m., 392 miles, most of it at 80mph. A
perfect day for a ride. We got gas and found a
little room for $20. Took the stove into the room,
cooked our dinner, had a shower and off to
dreamland. Slept real good as the mattress did
not go flat.

 Tuesday, February 15th. Home today. Up at
5:00a.m., quick breakfast and on the road by
6:00. We rode through fog until about 7:00 and
then still going north but the locals were up and
going to work so had to keep the speed down.
Got to TiaJuana about 11:00, picked up our
allowance of liquor, crossed the border in about
20 minutes, found a restaurant and had lunch. We
both called home and I discovered my funeral,
and so Phil and I split our traveling together and
went home. I got home at 5:00p.m. and I was of
course glad to see Punkin and my bed. A long
day in the saddle, in fact the trip down and back
was too short. next time I go I'm taking more
time. Yes, I retired in January 2000, and my
quick trips are over.

All in all a very good trip. A  flat mattresses,
no bike problems that I know of, we were on the
road for seven days and I traveled over 1,800
miles and had a wonderful time.

We had 17 bikes in attendance and along
with a camera that refused to advance the film 17
times (sorry no photos), I lost my list with
everyone's name but it was a good rally.

In the year 2001, the Brass Monkey will be
held in Anza Borrego Desert State Park in south-
ern California, and it will be on the President's
day Holiday weekend. This year I got messed up
with the Mexican Government and their crossing
the border fee and got the wrong date into two
magazines. My regrets to those that weren't there
and I hope to see you in 2001.

As I remember, we had two Gold Wings,

one KLR650, one BMW Funduro, one Honda
1100cc Magna, three XL650 Hondas from
Canada, one DR600 from British Columbia,
three BMW GSs, three BMW K-bikes, one
beautiful Final Edition BMW (Tenpennys), one
passenger (Sherry) and only one BMW with Ural
hack (Jake's).

I did not take my sleeper rig this year as I
felt in 1996 the rig wore me out. But, I think
these old bones are the problem, so from now on
I'll be on three wheels as much as possible. Plus,
you can't haul much without the third wheel.

Thanks for your time and keep those three
wheelers rolling.
Brass Monkey History
December, 1973, first rally held in Flagstaff,

Arizona by Art Jacobson and George Hayes.
1974 December rally in Sedona, Arizona.
1975 December rally in Idyllwild, California.
1977, Dave Tenpenny attends Brass Monkey in

Wickenburg, AZ, and begins his sponsorship.
1978 Idyllwild, California.
1979 Sedona, AZ
1980 Borrego Springs, California.
1981 Idyllwild, California.
1982 Prescott, AZ
1983 Laguna, California.
1984 Payson, Arizona.
1985 Warner Springs, California.
1986 Lukeville, Arizona.
1987 Palmdale, California.
1988 Parker, Arizona.
1989 Death Valley, California.
1990 El Golfo, Mexico.
1991 Joshua Tree, California.
1992 Bullhead City, Arizona.
1993 El Golfo, Mexico.
1994 El Golfo, Mexico.
1995 Needles, California.
1996 Mulege, Baja California, Mexico.
1997 Death Valley, California.
1998 Vail, Arizona.
1999 El Golfo, Mexico.
2000 Mulege, Baja California, Mexico.
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Event
2000 M/C SHOW SPONSORED BY MACON H.O.G.

By Arthur Rhoades
Back in late September

of 1999, my wife Kathy and I
attended the monthly meeting
of the Macon Chapter of the
Harley Owners Group. It was
at this meeting that the subject
of the upcoming 2000 Motor-
cycle Show was discussed.
Each year in February, the
Macon HOG Chapter spon-
sors a bike show at the Galle-
ria Mall in Centerville/Warner
Robins, Georgia. Several
years ago, Macon HOG
started this event as a way to
interact with the local com-
munity, and as a vehicle to
raise money for charity. This
year's show was held February
18-20 and worked to benefit
Ronald McDonald House.

This annual all brands
bike show is held inside the
mall, and has a multitude of
classes. There are a few
serious customs, and some
antiques, but most of the
bikes displayed are everyday
rides. With hundreds of
bikers, and thousands of
people viewing this three day
show, I thought it would be a
good way to get some expo-
sure for sidecars in an area
that has a serious shortage of
hacks. The Macon HOG
Motorcycle Show Committee
was very receptive to the idea
of having a group of sidecars
at the show, and agreed to
reserve an area of the mall to
group together whatever rigs I
could enlist to enter the show.

Display rigs: a H-D/H-D, H-D/California Friendship II
and H-D/Watsonian Cambridge.

Art and James manning the booth with USCA literature.

Art and James manning the booth with USCA literature.
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I contacted Jim Cain of the USCA and was
promised use of the USCA banner as well as
masters of the new tri-fold he has put together,
and a four pager on sidecars that David Hough
came up with. Copies were made of these items,
along with copies of the advertisement/ registra-
tion form for the 2000 USCA National Rally.

In early January, I sent out letters to the
sidecar vendors listed on the USCA web page,
requesting brochures of their sidecar products, to
be made available at our table. Within a week I
received a package from California Sidecar, and
by the end of the month, I received material from
Harley-Davidson, Ural, Hannigan and Dauntless
Motors. Dauntless Motors also volunteered to
donate three copies of "Driving A Sidecar Outfit"
to be given away as door prizes. The Georgia
Sidecar Club and USCA chipped in with one-
year memberships to their organizations to add to
the list of door prizes.

Fellow members of the Georgia Sidecar
Club, President James [the chosen one] Allmond,
and Vice President Eddie George, agreed to enter
their rigs and to help man the table at the show.
Having James and Eddie at the table was a
godsend as they have considerable verbal skills.
While all three rigs are Harley-powered, we had
on display, three very different rigs. Eddie with a
freshly painted Harley factory rig, mine with a
California Friendship III and James with his
Watsonian Cambridge hooked up to his "Big
Red" Harley that has 155,000 miles on the
odometer.

We spent the weekend extolling the virtues
of sidecars, promoting the USCA and Georgia
Sidecar Club, and distributing literature. My wife
Kathy, spent marathon like hours at the HOG
registration table, but still found some time to
help us out. Personally, I took every opportunity
to encourage any parties interested in sidecars to
attend the 2000 USCA National Rally.

Event..
2000 M/C SHOW SPONSORED BY MACON H.O.G...

This year's show included dealer displays of
Suzuki and Victory Motorcycles. An air brush
artist was present, and doing a brisk business, as
was a seamstress sewing on patches. There was
also a biker fashion show featuring Harley-
Davidson's spring line of motor clothes. Models,
for the fashions were Macon HOG members who
took to the runway like pros.

On Sunday, when the trophies were an-
nounced, the Georgia Sidecar club swept the
awards in the sidecar class, taking first, second
and third place. OK, so we were the only three
hacks in the show, but we were also the best!

Overall, the bike show went well and I
believe that our sidecar display was well re-
ceived. We spent a spring-like weekend hanging
out in the mall instead of riding, but we were
trapped with 125 other motorcycles and their
owners, making for an enjoyable time. Special
thanks go to James Alimond and Eddie George
for taking the time to enter their rigs.
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Outfit
RANDY ALLING
OUTFIT
By Ed Johnson

Randy Alling, of
Channahon, Illinois, is the
owner of this 1982 Suzuki
750 GS outfit. He paid
$6,800.00 for it. The builder,
name unknown, is in the
business of building racing
cars. The assembling of the
unit took 200 logged hours.

The sidecar has a race
car seat with a five point
racing harness, and a three-
inch seat belt. Note the roll
bar. That seat for the driver
does not look comfortable.

The rear 15-inch wheel
has a tire that is 19-1/2 inches
wide, and 33-1/2 inches tall.
The disk brakes are racing car
type. Farm chain delivers
power to the rear.

Obviously, it's hard to
steer. My estimation is that it
is not a good street machine
and cannot be used on the
track. So, what is it? An eye
catcher, I guess.
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Coming Events
Event listings should be sent to: USCA Coming Events, P.O. Box 132, Rainier, OR 97048-0132.

Mail your event listing in advance of the listed deadline to assure inclusion. We can't include your
event unless we know about it and have the listing on time.

Rally organizers for general interest motorcycle rallies (non sidecar rallies) should specify if
specific events and awards are included for attending sidecars. If not, these are the first listings that
get dropped if space gets tight.
=========================================================================
July, 5-11, 2000, Holliday Rally, Ferietreffet, Kragero, Norway. Info: Sigurdur, Bjarnason,

Lobergsalleen 1, N-5073 Bergen, Norway.

July 13-17, 2000, Bigfoot Sidecar Club Rendezvous, Knutsford Campground, Kamloops, British
Columbia, Canada. Info: Bigfoot Sidecar Club, 6115 216th St., RR11, Langley, B.C. V2Y 2N6
CANADA (604)534-6473.

August 3-6, 2000, United Sidecar Association and Canadian Sidecar Owners Club, International
2000 Sidecar Rally, Kentucky Horsepark, Lexington, Kentucky. Info: John and Jean Kennedy,
1648 Donelwal Dr., Lexington, KY 40511. (606) 389-6786 evenings, (606) 323-6097 daytime. e-
mail; mjkenn009pop.uky.edu

August 7-13, 2000, Black Hills Rally and Races, Sturgis, South Dakota. Info: (605) 347-4986.

August 10, 2000, 4th annual Indian & Classic American Iron Block Party, 10a.m. - 3p.m. 6th and
Main Streets, downtown Rapid City, South Dakota. Info: Prarie Edge Trading co. (605)342-3086.

August 18-20, 2000, Keystone Sidecar Group Kampout. Info: KSG, Harry Walter, (412)963-8327.

September 1-4, 2000, Kootenay Kampout, Mirror Lake, British Columbia, Canada, 5 km south of
Kaslo. Info: Bigfoot Sidecar Club, 6115 216th St., RR11, Langley, B.C. V2Y 2N6 CANADA
(604)534-6473.

September 15-16, 2000, Hoosier Hacks 14th Annual So Long Summer Sidecar Campout. Muscatuck
County Park, North Vernon, Indiana. Info: Fred Hunteman, (317)831-8105.

September 15-17, 2000, Annual General Meeting and Autumn Rally, Norway. Info: Sigurdur,
Bjarnason, Lobergsalleen 1, N-5073 Bergen, Norway.

September 22-24, 1999, Ears Across the Border, Timberline Campground, Concrete, Washington.
Info: Bigfoot Sidecar Club, 6115 216th St., RR11, Langley, B.C. V2Y 2N6 CANADA (604)534-
6473.

September 22-24, 1999, Sidecar Owners Club of Sydney Sidecar Rally, Australia. Info: 10 A/15
Campbell St., Parramatta NSW, Australia.

October 6-8, 2000, 9th Annual HACK'D Invitational, Buckhannon, West Virginia. $25 registration
fee includes some food and camping. Pre-registration required by September 1, 2000, to:
HACK'D, P.O. Box 813, Buckhannon, WV 26201. (304)472-6146.

October 28, 2000, Indian & Classic American Iron Biketoberfest rally, 10a.m. to 3p.m., open to all
pre-1984 American motorcycles, original or customized. Trophied bike show, Klassix Auto Attrac-
tion, Daytona Beach, Florida. $10 per person. Info: (904)252-3800.

October 28-29, 2000, Griffith Park Sidecar Rally, Los Angeles, California. Info: Doug Bingham
(818)780-1587.
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Coming Events..
December, 2000, Bigfoot Christmas Dinner Party. Info: Joan and Barry Baldwin (604)531-5160.

January 1, 2001, Annual Polar Bear Run. Info: Northern Illinois Sidecarists, Ron Gardner (815)476-
0327.

February 17-18-19, 2001, Brass monkey Sidecar Rally, President's Day Holiday weekend, Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park, California. Info: Jack Zollars, 43357 Division St., Lancaster, CA
93535. (661)945-2397.

Racing Schedules for 2000
July 9. Hungry Valley

July 22. L.A.C.R.

August 6. Glen Helen. Info: Richard Myers, ASCA, (909)941-6410.

July 1-2. SMP, ON-Pro Circuit (Regional).

July 21-22. Mosport. ON (Regional) (Sat. race).

August 12-13. Riverhead Raceway, Long Island (Regional).

September 2-3. Awaiting confirmation.

September 23-24. SMP, ON-Pro Circuit (Regional). Info: Gary Green, SRA-East, 12 Cedar Cres.,
Borden, ON LOM 1CO, CANADA.
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Classifieds
Classified advertisers should use the classi-

fied ad form, Using the ad form gives an ad 150
characters and spaces, and the advertiser name,
address and phone number are included for free.

Ads just typed on a sheet of paper, usually
tend to run close to double length, and are re-
turned to either be edited to space by the adver-
tiser, or for additional payment.

1st Time Ads
For Sale:
'86 GW Aspencade, 32K, 2-tone brown w/

matching '99 CA S/c w/brakes, lites, matching
covers + new 6ix12 drive-on trailer. Asking
$10,900 for all. Call GIB. (704)663-7702. Dr.
Frank DeFelice, 214 Paradise Peninsula Dr.,
North Lake Station, Lake Norman, NC 28117.

Harley-Davidson sidecar CL/CLE has CLE style
mounts 95% restored, many new parts $4,000
or best offer. Car is ready for road use. John
Kyff, P08 78, Brandy Station, VA 22714.
(540)829-0313

Hollandia sidecar wheel, very nice condition.
$250.00. Terry Strassenburg, 7723 E. 4250 S.
Rd., St. Anne, IL 60964. (815)427-6959.

1985 Moto Guzzi California II Convert, 22K on
clock, runs & looks good. Vetter fairing, Guzzi
bags & black box, good tires. $4,000.00 or
trade? Charlie Gott, 8493 Hwy 201 N., Mtn.
Home, AR 72653. (870)425-0069.

Wanted:
Mounting info for a Vetter Terraplane to a '78

XS1100, plus a leading link fork for same.
Robert R. Boyd, 1200 Hillview Ave.,
Latrobe, PA  5650. (724)532-1426.e-mail
bobdyobOcs.com.

2nd Time Ads
For Sale:
1993 Honda Goldwing w/matching sidecar,

metallic maroon, 20K mi., radio, reserve gas
tank w/fuel pump, windshield, custom foot
pegs & shifter, garage kept. $10,000. Albert F.
Pierce, 419 Briarwood, Rd., Venice, FL 34293.
(941)492-9153.

2nd Time Ads
For Sale:
Motorvation Royal Roadster with mounting

hardware, new top with side curtains, new
interior side panels, aluminum tank, white gel
coat. $2,200. Call after 6:00p.m. PST. Don
Hill, 47947 80th St. W., Lancaster, CA 93534.
(661)948-3147.

1985 Honda GW 1200I/Cal. I sc, new stator, rear
whl, Unit forks, Progressive rear suspension
$5,500 OBO. Mary A. Wiedl, 4+t4 NE
Wygant, Portland, OR 97218. (503)281-8528.

Unit s/c forks w/Prog. air shocks & steel brake
lines for Honda GL1100 + damper w/bracket,
used 500 mi. $1,200 + ship. Call after
6:00p.m. PST. Don Hill, 47947 80th St. W.,
Lancaster, CA 93534. (661)948-3147.

Time Out camper, pulls easy. $1,000 or BO.
1980 Guzzi 500 Monza $3,500. Call after
6:00p.m.. Stan Vorgias, 10005 Fairlane,
Union, IL 60180. (815)923-2521.
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Classified Form

DEADLINE ISSUE           .
11 Mar.1996 May-Jun 1996
06 May 1996 Jul-Aug 1996
01 Jul  1996 Sep-Oct 1996
09 Sep 1996 Nov-Dec 1996
11 Nov 1996 Jan-Feb 1997
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Bookshop

William H. Helbig, Jr., 530 Augdon Dr., Elyris, OH 44035
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