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Flying The Chair
Preparing this column for the March-April issue

of THE SIDECARIST, it occurred to me that as you
receive this issue you are only 90-120 days away from
the National Rally. Have you sent in your registration
forms yet?

Back to work after the New Year and it's the same
thing as last year with trips all over. Sioux Falls, Kansas
City and the great State of Mississippi already, and
Kansas City again next week. I thought Washington,
D.C. got cold until I went to Sioux Falls.

For those of our members who live in the
Midwest, my helmet is off to you. Surviving those cold
winters must make you pretty tough.

Several of the International Motorcycle Shows
have taken place. Hope you got to see one. It's always a
pleasure to see what is hot for the year. I've enjoyed the
new "old" Triumph Bonneville and the new Gold
Wing. They look like two good sidecar pullers to me.

I mentioned in the last issue that Ride by Side
Sidecars had been bought by Bob Darden. I have had
e-mail contact with Bob since that time and he tells me
his plans are to be at the National Rally, with as many
models that he offers as possible. I know Ural America
will be represented and believe we will have a display
from Motorvation. How about Hannigan, California,
Champion and ARMEC? We would sure like to see
you at the National Rally. Many of our members have
more than one sidecar rig so your time is not wasted by
bringing sidecars to a sidecar rally. With dealers so few
and far between, having as many of our Sidecar
Industry Council members together in one place as
possible, might be just what the doctor ordered. Give it
a thought please? I have also asked Doug Bingham to
come back East if he can, and see how the other half of
America gets together with sidecars.

Many of you on-line have seen the web site has
changed hosts. Hopefully, by the time you read this
column the webmaster and I will have had the chance
to sit down and update the entire site and get things
going again after some technical difficulties and re-
hosting problems. If any of you who regularly access
the site have recommendations for improving the site,
such as format, content, or general usefulness, please
let me know.

By the time you read this column, approximately
two dozen of you will have received a letter from me. It
seems that I sold my house in Woodbridge, VA, at the
end of June, and although change of address cards
were already on file, approximately four dozen pieces
of mail, including some requests and checks for raffle
tickets, were somehow placed in snail mail limbo. Last
week (early January), in my post office box the pieces
of mail reappeared. The Stafford Post Master has not
been able to provide an explanation of their location for
the last six months. I have returned to those of you
whose requests I received, a personal letter of apology
and the contents of your letters, including checks. I
regret any inconvenience this may have caused you and
thank you for your support of the USCA.

Speaking of support, how many of you have
recruited a new member recently? We know sidecar
sales are growing. Your club could use new members.

Your club could also use some new advertising.
Al Butterfield, OUR Advertising Manager, can only do
so much. We need more help with bringing in more
advertising, which also helps us cover the costs of
printing and mailing THE SIDECARIST, and helps
keep down the costs of membership fees. If the com-
pany that manufacturers or imports your sidecar, does
not advertise in THE SIDECARIST, ask them to help
support our club. Some of them think all USCA
members already have a sidecar... so why bother... but
the fact is, most of us are always thinking about what
we will get for our NEXT sidecar. A business card ad
on the Manufacturers and Services page is only $30 a
year for USCA members and $50 for non-members.
The page can expand as we get more ads. In addition,
we have ad sizes that go on up to full page for moder-
ate costs. Al Butterfield or our editor can provide
advertising rate sheets for interested advertisers.
Advertisers can be other than sidecar-related, like
motorcycle dealerships, accessory manufacturers or
motorcycle/sidecar friendly restaurants or motels, etc.

I think that is it for now. Drive safely, send in your
National Rally reservations and get those rigs tuned up.
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Lean-out
The weather forecast for New Year's Day 2001, started

out pretty cheerful back around Christmas. Rain should be
gone, possible morning fog but sun by afternoon. Highs in
the 40s.

Pretty good news considering the local ABATE
organization was listing a New Year's Day ride, starting at
11:00a.m. from a local sub shop, with the destination to be
announced... a real hook for any mystery type riders.

I marked it down on my calendar, but I didn't wait... I
got in a few brief rides to pep up the batteries on a couple of
my bikes when a dry day came along and the thermometer
hit 40°. At least I could say I'd put a few more miles on for
2000.

A couple of days before the New Year's Day ride, the
weather guy changed his mind. I don't know if they know
what is going to happen all along and want to get your hopes
up and then fool you at the last minute, or if they don't know a
thing. Anyway, a day or so before new Year's Day, they
started giving it a 20% chance of rain for Portland, during the
day and a 60% for that evening.

Down south where I used to live, a 20% chance of rain
meant you ignored any real possibility of rain, but up here,
you place a bit more respect in that 20% figure.

I'm not proud. I'll ride in the rain if I have to but I
tempered my enthusiasm for the group ride and told myself
there was no way I was going if it was raining on New Year's
Day. And not particularly liking surprises, I also told myself I
wasn't about to ride down to Portland... as riding to a big city
is not high on my list of likable things.

New Year's Day didn't really "dawn". When the feeble
light did filter through the fog, it was a pretty gloomy looking
morning. Not exactly a morning to get you all excited about
going for a ride, and the 33° reading and a hint of ice forming
on the cars didn't help either. But it wasn't raining and the
streets were relatively dry.

Yes, like a fool, I fired up the KLR650 about 10:00,
and while it was warming up, I rounded up my "bunny suit",
heavy gloves, waterproof boots, neck-up and goggles, and
began suiting up. I told myself that I could always just ride
home if a destination was announced that I didn't like.

When I arrived at the sub shop meeting place, a half
dozen other guys were grinning, happy to see one more fool
show up. But I was out of "uniform". I told them the leather

jacket was at home because I wanted to be warm and the
Harley was at home because I figured there would be enough
Harlies without mine. One guy told me I had lost a saddlebag,
but I retorted that I only needed one, then showed them how
easily it came off and went on... assuring them there was
another when I needed to pack more along. One of the group
ultimately confided that he "rode both sides too" telling me
about his off road bikes that shared his garage with his
Harley.

By the time the group was ready to hit the road
(destination still unannounced), there was probably the better
part of 50 bikes including the only three wheeler... a Valkyrie
trike conversion.

To my disappointment, the whole procession of bikes
headed right for Interstate 5, then turned south toward
Portland. For some 30 miles I kept telling myself that I was
going to hit the next exit and turn back, if they didn't exit and
quit heading for Portland. But they kept rolling. The KLR
speedo was reading 75-80 mph, but I figure it is about five
miles per hour optimistic at those speeds. One thing was for
certain... there was no danger of the engine overheating as we
cut through the fog and mist.

At Vancouver, Washington, I-5 splits with I-205 taking
the long way around. I swore that if they took I-5 I was taking
the first exit and going back. But they took I-205 so I stuck it
out a bit longer. Finally, they exited, cut a bit to the east,
hooked down through an industrial area and turned into an
establishment called Charlies.

So this was the mystery destination? No doubt a pub
with food and a big screen TV for the various bowl games
about to start. Sounded about right.

But not right for me. I didn't relish the idea of peeling
off the bunny suit and tempting the 60% chance of rain. It
didn't take the others long to file into Charlies, and it didn't
take me long to light off the KLR again and be back on I-5
northbound.

It was a chilly, foggy, misty ride for the 44 miles back
home. Yes, I had done the New Year's ride to start off 2001,
but it sure felt good to turn up the heat when I got home.
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Letters
LAVERDA CHAIR PULLER.
[The following is a reply to a letter in a British publication
from USCA past-president Hal Kendall --ed]

In response to Ally Logan's letter, the 750
SF is an excellent chair puller. I chose a 1969
American Eagle 750cc as my draught horse,
which is a close cousin to his 1971 SF750. The
ability of the SF to pull a sidecar should be
evident by a review of its basic characteristics. It
has a massive backbone frame with a humongous
cast engine-tranny combo, which resists torque-
turning forces. The engine is virtually bulletproof
when modesty driven and is not too highly tuned.
Brakes are more than adequate. The frame is
generally exposed for easy hack attachment.

However, the unusual frame/motor tranny
combo does require some unusual mounting
design. There are many logical arrangements. I
drove a 750 Laverda with an Italian sidecar fitted
by the factory at the first annual visit to the
factory at Breganze, in 1974. They did a good job
but the S/C suspension was very soft and so the
rig did not handle well. The 1000 or 1200 makes
a better unit for high speed touring but the 750 is
adequate for country lane touring. It will top out
at 85 mph with a 75 mph cruising speed. Dave
Minton, who wrote it up in the MOTORCYCLE
NEWS, drove my 1000 3C with a Watsonian GP.
But I digress.

Traditional clamp mounting fittings are
typical for the 1000 but special mounts are
needed for the 750. The method chosen by the
factory was to fabricate a full sub frame in front
of the engine continuing below the tranny. It
bolted to the backbone frame at the top in front
near where the engine bolts to the frame, and was
bolted to the frame to the rear where the tranny
bolts to the frame. They chose a large diameter
down tube that was joined at the bottom by a Y-
yoke then two rails on either side of the motor. A
beautiful engineering job which probably cost as
much as a new bike. Conventional four-point
mounts can then be employed when using such a
sub-frame. That method would take either a RH
or a LH chair.

Not having deep pockets, I relied on my
friends for help, including an expert professional
wire arc argon welder. Without a sub frame, there
are three logical attachment places. The first is
on the frame below the tank as far forward as
possible.

A steel pipe, 3/4" OD and 1/2" ID was
welded across both sides of the frame through
which a bolt with a spade head to attach to a
sidecar mount can be fitted. A similar mount was
made just under the saddle as high up on the
frame as possible. A third mount was made by
welding a steel pipe, 3/4" OD and 1/2" ID across
both sides of the frame at the bottom of the
frame below the tranny.

This is a basic three-point mount. It worked
well, but allowed for flexure of the sidecar
around the bike. To overcome this, a brace was
made which attached to the entire front row of
small bolts holding the top and the bottom of the
crankcases together. A stabilizer pipe from the
sidecar was clamped to this angle brace. A clamp
is necessary as it will pull out cleanly and not
smash the crankcase in the event of a major
prang. This makes for a very solid sidecar rig. A
fifth mount can then be added from the upper
mount of the rear shock to beef up rear end
stability. This is recommended if you plan to pull
a heavy trailer from the rear of the chair.

Other conversions include adding a manual
friction damper if one was not installed as stan-
dard, changing the front sprocket by one tooth
down and the rear sprocket by two teeth up. This
adds greatly to rear wheel torque and accelera-
tion, eases load on engine, and adds to the top
speed. The trail can be reduced to 2-1/2" by
filling the rear hole in the triple tree and
redrilling the hole with a 1/2" offset.

Good luck with your project. If you wish to
proceed, I have a good Watsonian loop frame for
a LH chair you can have. Let me know if you
need any more information.

Hal Kendall #2 Founder of the ILOC, UK
Home address: Houston, Texas
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FLORIDA INTERESTS.
Dear Editor

I received my latest copy of THE SIDE-
CARIST, December 29, 2000. It was welcome
reading on a cold winter day. I would like to
suggest two stories I am interested in. The first
would be sidecar rigs for the handicapped/
physically challenged. The second would be
commercial applications of the sidecar.

I would also ask you to include a short note
in a future issue about my effort to start a sidecar
club here in Florida. I have reserved the e-mail
address: FloridaSidecarlhol.com and the web
site www. FloridaSidecarClub.com for future
club purposes.

Sincerely,

John Langley Venice, Florida

Letters
IF YOU HAVE ANY ROOM...
Dear Editor

I'm getting this to you late and would
appreciate your every effort to publish as soon as
possible.

Western Reserve BMW is renewing an old
tradition in memory of our late member, Steve
Dumek. May 18-20, we'll have a campout at
Whispering Hills Campground, 8248 St. Rt. 514
in Shreve, Ohio.

Best regards,

Gerry Evon #5891 Cleveland, Ohio
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Rally
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Rally..
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Expo



Vol 25 Number 2                                   Page 10                                                   Mar-Apr’2001

Expo..
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S/TEP
S/TEPing Out

By David Wendell

GENERAL INFO.
A sidecar/Trike education Program (S/TEP)

Instructor Preparation course will be held in
Seattle, Washington, March 7-11, 2001. This
course will certify new Instructors to teach both
the Novice and Advanced Sidecar/Trike courses.
This is the first time the all new curriculum will
be used and we're looking forward to certifying
new Instructors from several new areas of the
country. We already have registrations from
Instructor Candidates in Florida and Minnesota,
as well as other states where training is cur-
rently available. There are a few openings left, so
if you're interested in becoming a S/TEP Instruc-
tor, and/or offering three-wheeled training in
your area of the country, call the Evergreen
Safety Council to register right away. More
information about the course can be obtained at
the website: www.esc.org/ sidecar.html or by
contacting the S/TEP Program Manager, Dave
Wendell at: (800)521-0778 or dave@esc.org.

All S/TEP course schedules that we are
made aware of (including dates, locations,
registration information, cost, whether or not
training rigs are available, etc.) are posted on the
website as soon as we hear about them.

If S/TEP training isn't available in your area,
contact your state motorcycle safety program
coordinator first. If they can't assist you contact
Evergreen Safety Council, or check the schedule
on the website.

INSTRUCTOR INFO.
The new curriculum is almost completed. It

features a brand new Student Workbook, new
Instructor Guide, and new Range Cards (with
new exercises). As mentioned above, we intend
to use it during the IP in Seattle in March, as well
as the other IP's scheduled for 2001, in Minne-
sota, North Carolina and South Carolina.

As soon as I am able to make some firm
scheduling plans I intend to have an update for
all the Chief Instructors, where we will train
them in the use of the new curriculum and the
five day IP format.

If it goes the way I hope it will, we will then
be able to offer regional updates to the new
curriculum for all currently certified S/TEP
Instructors. (Dates, locations and cost will be
posted on our website as soon as I have them.)
You will not be able to use the new curriculum
until you've attended an update.

The Sidecar/Trike Education Program will
continue to support the current curriculum until
2003.

I've received several e-mails and phone calls
from Instructors wanting information regarding
whether or not we will continue to support
independent operations if their state motorcycle
safety program implements S/TEP training.

Obviously, management, quality assurance,
Instructor certification and recertification all
become much more simplified if there is a local
regulating authority. So the answer is if your
state implements S/TEP training as part of the
state motorcycle safety program, we will ask that
you look to them for support. That may not be
possible immediately, and we realize that. We
will continue to support individual Instructors
and independent training organizations with
Instructor Guides, student workbooks, course
completion cards, and insurance, until the local
state program is ready to take over that function.

As always, if you have questions or need
information, please contact me at: Evergreen
Safety Council, 401 Pontius Ave. N., Seattle, WA
98109. (800)521-0778 office, (360)434-5221 -
cellular, or davellesc.org.
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In Memorium

Joseph Conrad Parkhurst, who founded
CYCLE WORLD magazine, died on December
5th, as a result of a blood clot in his lung.
Parkhurst had lung cancer.

Parkhurst had previously undergone open
heart surgery in June of 1998, and only this
past summer had been inducted into the Na-
tional Motorcycle Museum and Hall of Fame,
in Sturgis, South Dakota. Few people knew
why he was unable to attend his own Induction.

Joe's condensed biography, submitted with
his nomination for the Hall of Fame, follows:

Born October 20, 1926, Jonesboro, Arkan-
sas. Family moved to California when Joe was
age two. Grew up in San Fernando Valley
attending Van Nuys High School.

Chose a career in art, attended Otis Art
Institute, later Art Center and had first job at
Walt Disney Studios in 1948. Later designed
brochures for the art department at Capital
Records and also helped produce a magazine
for radio disc jockeys.

Drafted into Army in 1953, served as a
clerk stationed at Fort DeRussey in Hawaii,
was discharged and returned to California,
being hired as Art Director for ROAD &
TRACK Magazine. After three years with the
magazine, set off on a European adventure also
attending the 1959 Isle of Man TT.

Returning from Europe, Joe was hired as
Art Director of KARTING WORLD Magazine,
a new publication covering the fast growing
field of go-carts. At Joe's suggestion, the
publisher launched CYCLE WORLD, with Joe
becoming the Editor, Art Director "and almost
everything else on the small staff".

Unhappy with early sales results, the
publisher lost faith and Joe and his wife man-
aged to buy the magazine.

The first issue of CYCLE WORLD was
dated December 1962, and by the March issue,
Parkhurst Publishing Co. was formed. Later, a
merger formed Bond Parkhurst Publishing. The
Bonds published, among other titles, ROAD &
TRACK. DUNE BUGGIES & HOT VWs
Magazine was also launched and in 1964 the
group launched the first CYCLE WORLD
Motorcycle Show in the Los Angels Sports
Arena, which continued well into the 70s.

In time, the company was sold to CBS
Publishing and Joe remained as Publisher of
CYCLE WORLD. The company also promoted
both International and national Motocross
events at Saddleback Park near Irvine, Califor-
nia. CYCLE WORLD also produced the first
ever round of a World Champion Trials event
in the U.S. Joe was one of the founders of
Saddleback Park, the first motorcycle riding
park in the country, served two terms as a
Trustee of the AMA, one as Vice President and
was nominated by the Motorcycle Industry
Council as a recipient of their 1989 Key Award.

Joe left CBS and CYCLE WORLD in
1977, following several years of disagreeing
with the corporate life and being told how to
run a magazine. He revised the old Parkhurst
Publishing Co. in 1979 and began MOTOR-
CYCLE BUSINESS NEWSLETTER, a bi-
weekly devoted to motorcycle marketing.

At the time of his death, Joe was a partner
and Editor of a magazine devoted to the Mexi-
can Resort in Cabo San Lucas, Baja California.
A lifetime dirtbiker, Joe still rode his Honda
250XR as often as he could get to Baja.

Few publications can boast covering the
entire spectrum of motorcycling.. road, dirt,
sport, race, competition, history, news, event...
that CYCLE WORLD has brought us for
nearly four decades. While "grown up", it was
Joe's baby.

JOE PARKHURST, 1926-2000
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Everything Else..

Deadlines
DEADLINE ISSUE
05 Sep.'00 Nov-Dec. 2000

06 Nov.'00 Jan-Feb. 2001

08 Jan.'01 Mar-Apr. 2001

05 May '01 May-Jun. 2001

01 May '01 Jul-Aug. 2001

25 Jun.'01 Sep-Oct. 2001

03 Sep.'01 Nov-Dec. 2001

05 Nov.'01 Jan-Feb. 2002

SAFETY REPORT
UNVEILED.

Friday, December 8, 2000, the 110-page
National Agenda for Motorcycle Safety, compiled
by the National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration and Motorcycle Safety Foundation, was
released in Long Beach, California, the same
weekend as a motorcycle exhibition opened
there. The report stops short of recommending
new safety legislation.

A NHTSA spokesperson pointed out that
2,472 motorcyclists were killed in U.S. accidents
in 1999, or an increase of 188 over the previous
year. However, that represents a sharp decline in
fatalities over the past decade, compared to 1989
figures which showed deaths at 3,141.

Helmet laws were neither supported nor
opposed in the report. It was also pointed out that
the average age of a motorcycle rider is now 38
years, compared with 24 years in 1980.

MUSEUM MOVES.
In an announcement to supporters, dated

November, 24, 2000, it was reported that the
National Motorcycle Museum and Hall of Fame,
will move to Anamosa, Iowa, from its present
location in Sturgis, South Dakota. It will operate
year-round in Anamosa, and also for two weeks
each year in Sturgis, during the Rally and Races.

The museum will continue to have antique
motorcycles on display on the upper level of the
J&P Cycles building in Sturgis, where the
display will focus on the Hall of Fame and its
members.

The Hall of Fame Induction Breakfast will
also be held as usual during the Rally. The 2001
Induction will be held August 8th at the Holiday
Inn in Spearfish.

National Motorcycle Museum President,
John Parham, cited a failing financial situation
for the Museum in Sturgis, relying on only a few
months of tourist traffic in addition to the Sturgis
Rally and Races.

Anamosa, is home to J&P Cycles, the
largest retail mail order parts company in the
world for H-D motorcycles, enjoying daily
visitors from all over the world. The Museum
will be moving into its new home in May, 2001,
with nearly three times the space it had in
Sturgis. Contact them at POB 405, Anamosa, IA
52205, or (319)462-3925.
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Event

By Bob Anderson
Drove up to the Seattle CYCLE WORLD Show

December 2nd, with the Tracker. Down here, it was
rather gloomy, and rain had gone through as the
Interstate was wet for a lot of miles. Figures as they had
been predicting showers. The surprise was getting up
toward Centralia, then having the sun come out, and
the day turn pretty nice... aside from being on the chilly
side. About Olympia, a guy passed me on a 1500
Goldwing and I briefly asked myself why I wasn't
riding... but I still kept the heater on.

Traffic was getting more nasty approaching
Seattle, but I took the correct exit and within minutes
was in the parking garage, walking toward the exhibi-
tion hall with my bag of camera gear, a few SIDE-
CARIST issues, rate sheets and two press badges from
the previous shows.

I was in the door to the press booth, 10 minutes
before the show opened to the public, checked in and
headed for the Triumph booth to look at the new

THE SEATTLE SHOW

Bonneville. Two fairly un-interested staffers tried
ignoring me until I pointedly asked one what kind of
top-end treatment they had given the new Bonnie,
then I had to repeat the question... eventually being
told it had shim valve adjustments. So much for a
user-friendly bike.

Doing a fast pass through the major booths,
nothing earthshaking was apparent, aside from the
next generation crotch rocket, and I don't even bother
looking at those. Yes, Honda had the new big-bore
Wing and V-twins there, but probably the biggest
surprise was that the Valkyrie still retained the 1500
engine.

Over at Kawasaki, long time acquaintance Mel\
Moore, was again attending the booth, but the first
wave was in the front doors and AVA (American
Voyager Association) members had Mel so engaged in
conversation that I had to move on without even
getting in a howdy.

Triumph Bonneville: an air-cooled, DOHC 360° twin 790ccs, 9.2:1 CR, twin carburetors, gear
driven primary, 5-speed transmission, 451 lb. dry weight and 30.5 in. seat height.
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Harley-Davidson expectedly had the first sidecar
that I spotted, but that is usually a matter of what new
color they dressed the rig up with. Interestingly enough,
as I started doing a quick pass of the back row booths,
the second chair was attached to a Vespa motor scooter
in a display from the local owner's group. A couple of
isles away,

Ural fielded a down-sized display from the
previous year, and that was it.

Dave Hough was spotted, hanging around the
MCN booth, where he has been involved with his
Proficient Motorcycling series, for years. I said a
howdy to Dave.

Dal Smilie was again helping to man the AMA
booth, and I stopped in for several chats until he'd get
too busy, then I'd move on, making another pass to see
if I'd missed anything.

I did get back and talk with Mel at Kawasaki, and
we hit on two interesting topics. First, the "rumor"
about the Voyager being discontinued is not true as far

as he knows. It is in the line up for the foreseeable
future. Secondly we talked about the three fellows who
had ridden KLR650s down to the end of the road in
South America.

A while later I was over at the Buell booth
looking over the Blast. First thing that caught my eye
was the frame and footpeg that literally covered up the
primary case and clutch inspection cover. When I
questioned a staffer about how the heck you were
supposed to access the inspection cover, he didn't have
any answer and turned me over to an engineer. I think I
caught him a bit off guard too, but he insisted with an
offset wrench it could be done... then quickly moved
on to pointing out all the other good features of the
machine and claiming that it took 14 minutes on the
assembly line to produce one. When questioned about
tire life, he started in on the old "well it depends on the
rider" and I quickly said I knew that but how about a
claimed average?

The answer was 6-8,000 miles on the rear tire and
about 8-10,000 on the front. Not very impressive. Odd
ball sizes, of course.

H-D is back with a hack, bring money.

Event..
THE SEATTLE SHOW..
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Event..
THE SEATTLE SHOW..

Over at Ural, I had started in by chewing on them
about when they were going to provide owners with air
box mounts that didn't break and fit! The one guy's
mouth dropped open and when the other guy turned
around it was Jim, my mechanic from down in Salem.
No answer to my original question but Jim has appar-
ently found a better carb adapter for the head, that won't
crack like mine did. Naturally, it won't be a warranty
item. Hmmmm. Told him about my front wheel
bearing noise and he was saying he was suggesting
going back to ball bearings instead of tapered roller
type.

Never did find an occasion to hand out any ad
rate sheets but did give out two of the three magazines I
had extra to take up. All in all, I think the show was

Ural display featured two versions of the Russian built opposed twin. The Deco Classic gets a
stand out paint job, white wall tires and telescopic forks, while the venerable Tourist, nearly

hidden, has a sidecar-friendly leading link front end and black paint.

smaller yet, than last year's. I was somewhat under-
whelmed, but had to reflect that at least many of the
"sensible" machines had stayed in various manufac-
turer lineups. As Dal commented, sometimes retaining
the practical machines is nearly better than dropping
them to bring us something new.

Hit the freeway south a little after noon, and
actually made it home on a single tank, just under
26mpg overall, for 262 miles and just short of 10.1
gallons of the 11 gal tank. Naturally, it was a sunny and
nice day with lots of motorcycles out, until I got south
of Centralia. Over the hill toward Castle Rock, a wall
of gloom spread out over the Columbia River area.
Seems as how the entire day had been like that, at the
south end of the state.
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The Vespa Owner's Club display featured a
kid sized hack.

Honda's all new 1800cc tourer Goldwing Yamaha has 7 V-twins in its lineup in addition
to the Venture V-4 touring series.

Event..
THE SEATTLE SHOW..

Kawasaki's W650 enters its second year with
a new tank and seat over the air-cooled SOHC

8-valve, 676cc parallel twin with twin
carburetor and bevel-gear cam drive.

The 1500 and 800 Drifters get new styling and
the Voyager XII continues in the lineup.
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Semi-Fact
MIRROR LAKE
By Jack Fassel

It's a semi-true story, believe it or not. I
made up a few things, and there's some I forgot.
But the beer and the weather were both true to
me. Labor-Day Weekend at Mirror Lake you see.

Enough of ripping-off Jimmy Buffet. Here's
what really happened at this year's Mirror Lake
gathering. The names are omitted to protect the
guilty -- I mean innocent.

First, the medical staff arrived days earlier
(they needed to leave earlier to give them ample
repair time if needed for the Harley), followed by
the Eastern B.C. connection with their speed-
vision Nissan. Next came the solo rig from
Portland, the Prez for Life and then the Vancou-
ver French Connection.

The Alberta-Combi-Camp connection
arrived late Friday and, being no fool, setup
camp at an "electric" site. Somewhere along the
line, a pickup with B.C. plates and a new/old $50
camper shell arrived. It was noted that this
camper shell was perfect protection for it's
inhabitants during the prevailing hurricane
watch.

The Internet Weatherman (a.k.a. bozo)
stated that the cold front from Alaska would drop
a half an inch of rain on Nelson (and that's
metric!) Saturday. At 2:30a.m. (Sat.), with our
campers fast asleep in various forms of "non-
CombiCamp" shelters, the skies opened up
through the morning. With nowhere to hide in
the morning, our local RN (assisted by those
foolish enough to leave the warm, semi-dry
confines of their tents), risked eyes and limbs
constructing a shelter from the largest, blue
plastic tarp that the world has ever seen.

During the group's Saturday visit to
Ainsworth, some were not allowed in (something
to do with the overcrowding or possibly because
of earlier remarks concerning the right to bare
arms), some had their parked camper "dinged" by
a hit-n-run driver (a low life foreigner no doubt
or possibly a person who fills out the "sex" box

in a job application with the "other" selection),
and some actually soaked in the hot water while
their heads were drenched from the cold heavens.
(Wait a minute! The rain should be stopped by
now!) Later that day, two more sidecar rigs from
Alberta, arrived along with the Tacoma connec-
tion. The afternoon was pleasantly absent of
bugs (probably because of the cigars), rain
(probably because of the virgin sacrifice) and
wind (since somebody just bought a kite).

After lots of tire-kicking, lie-telling, beer/
wine/booze drinking, some of the party split to
the growing metropolis of Kaslo for dinner, only
to return in the pouring rain, to find the remain-
ing castaways huddled under the largest, blue
plastic tarp, previously ravaged by the tornado
that blew through the campground, barely being
held up by two duct taped "splint" poles, lo-
cal tree limbs and tall people occasionally "re-
lieving" the trapped water. This collection of
humanity, now located at the "blue-tarp-cabaret",
although wet, cold and some still trying to figure
out how to cook dinner, was in good spirits and
some actually broke out in song (probably
promoted by the "spirits" in the bottle).

There were heated discussions over the
small campfire (located conveniently under the
same blue plastic tarp). Topics included serious
items concerning "no-brainers", hockey and
holidays. It is decided that Canada "copied" the
Labor Day holiday from the USA, while the USA
ripped off Canada on Thanksgiving -- after all,
Thanksgiving occurs first in October.

In summary, the weather was like a Motrin
commercial. (Friday night's storm was painful --
but Saturday night's night storm, that continued
through morning -- was Motrin painful.) But if
not for the courage of our fearless crew, the
weekend would be lost -- but it wasn't.
[Reprinted from the November, 2000, FOOTNOTES
Newsletter For The Bigfoot Sidecar Club]
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Rally

By Bob Anderson
If you haven't read the

coming events section, yes, this
title is correct. This is about the
2000 Mariposa Sierra Sidecar
Spectacular, held June 16-18th,
which was nearly the last.
Nearly. The Sierra Pacific
Sidecarist Club, decided to give
it one more shot and end it after
a run of 20 years. That will be
THIS June 15-17, 2001.

I had hoped for several
issues now, to have a real report
in on how the 2000 event went
off and who won what and
came from where, but nearing
press time that had not hap-
pened, so all I can do is report
on my trip to Mariposa and
include a few photos I took.

I can't claim to have ever
attended Mariposa with a
sidecar. Fact is, I've only made
it to the last four Mariposa
Rallies, with three of my solo
machines. Two years in a row
with my KLR650 "touring
bike".

Rainier to Mariposa is
mostly a 791 mile shot down 1-
5, with a jog over to old US99
to Merced, then Hwy 140 up to
the Gold Rush Country of Hwy
49.

The jacket finally came off
at Yreka, then on down to
Redding, it just got hot. Seems
as how they were setting a
record for heat that day and my
thermometer watch in the sun
got up to 111°. I was cooked by
the time I hit Corning at

The Mariposa Moto Guzzi compound included this nice early
Jawa Velorex chair.

Frank Lee ran into a few problems on the trip from Arizona,
but got some help.

NEXT TO FINAL MARIPOSA SIERRA S/C SPECTACULAR
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Shade was the order of the day. Folks watch the sidecar games
or chat at the sign-in area.

2:31p.m. Motel time with air
conditioning and 523 miles
down. Next morning it was
81 ° when I hit the road at
3:35, for the final 268 miles. I
pulled into the Mariposa
fairgrounds at 8:51, but one
sidecarist had beat me in with
his K-bike combo.

Not long afterwards,
Jack Fassel arrived on his K-
bike, we discussed optimum
tent locations, claimed a spot
and set up housekeeping. You
get there first... you get the
pick.

That Friday was hot and
sweaty well into the evening.
It was also the local High
School graduation, with a
dance that went on until
3:00a.m. Saturday. The
earplugs worked good that
night.

Rally..
MARIPOSA SIERRA S/C SPECTACULAR..

Dan and
Marlene Doyle
with Valkyrie

rig, Jack Fassel
center, and Jim

Anderson.

Jack's K-bike and my KLR with tents, are behind the Doyles.
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Rally..
MARIPOSA SIERRA S/C SPECTACULAR..

Saturday seemed a bit
cooler, only in the 90s. Sidecar
games were held in the after-
noon by Alan Huntzinger,
USCA Western Regional
Director, followed that evening
by the dinner ride, followed that
night by the awards by rally
hosts Neil Jameson and Marge
Ann.

I don't know who all won
what, but I was told the atten-
dance included 66 sign-ins,
three four-wheelers and nine
kids. Attendance was down
somewhat and one can question
if it was the heat, but I also
know there were a few familiar
old faces that were missing for
one reason or another.

Jack Fassel wound up with
long distance solo. When we
headed for our tents that night,
Jack said I should have it
because Rainier was farther
than West Linn. I said to keep
it. Rainier might not have
shown up on the host's map.

A rig gets ready to run the various games on Saturday, while

Mariposa has
good shade and

grass for
camping.

Some folks relax in shade beside their outfit.



Vol 25 Number 2                                   Page 22                                                   Mar-Apr’2001

Rally
LITTLE STURGIS

By Spencer Bennett
The 2000 Little Sturgis Motorcycle Rally

was held on the weekend of August 26 and 27
and is as good excuse as any to go for a ride.
Sturgis is located near the eastern border of
Mississippi, about 150 miles south of Memphis.
We left on Saturday morning at 0600, partially to
beat some of the heat and partially to meet
William Bray at the Pontotoc Inn for breakfast.

The Pontotoc Inn is the only hotel on the
main highway through Pontotoc, Mississippi,
and serves more good home cooking than you
can stand for $5.00!

After a great ride through north Mississippi,
led by Mike ("what four lane") Dale, we met
with William and stuffed ourselves. Unable to
convince William of the wisdom of a ride on
what promised to be a +1000 day, we pushed on
without him. We arrived at Sturgis at about
1:00p.m. after several delightful detours, to find
the rally in full swing. The whole town partici-
pates in the festivities, with craft booths, bar-b-
que vendors and garage sales all competing for

View down main street as bikes parade through Sturgis.

attention with motorcycle accessory sellers and
tattoo artists. Quite a mix!

We motored through downtown (?) Sturgis
and on out to Bench Mark Works, a vintage
BMW restoration shop, whose owner, Craig
Vechorek, was one of the instigators of the Little
Sturgis Rally when it began several years ago,
and who still provides primitive camping on his
property for those desiring it.

We were soon set up and enjoying the
hospitality of our host by touring his air condi-
tioned (an important consideration) museum
and conversing with fellow rally attendees.

Toward dark we wandered back into town
for some barb-que and to observe the goings on
from the sidewalk or one of the store's porches
that seem perfectly situated for this. By good
dark -- a Mississippi term meaning about
8:30p.m. -- we had gawked enough and returned
to our camp site and a peaceful night's sleep.
This is one of the advantages of being a little
way out of town. The noise just doesn't carry.
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Sunday morning dawned
cool (by Mississippi standards)
and we were packed and on the
road by 0630. The ride back to
Memphis, was great in the cool
of the morning, with a stop at
the "Trace Cafe" in Maben, for
a fill up of good healthy Missis-
sippi cuisine.

Rally..
LITTLE STURGIS..

BMW R-51 on display at
Bench mark Works

Museum. It is ridden
regularly by Caig

Vechorek, who restored it
to this beautiful condition.

Sign over main
street in
Sturgis,

Mississippi.

View of Bench
Mark Works, our
host for the Little

Sturgis Rally.



Vol 25 Number 2                                   Page 24                                                   Mar-Apr’2001

Rally..
LITTLE STURGIS..

Mike Dale unpacking at our campsite. It was about 96° at photo time.

Nice Russian Jupiter/BMW combo seen at Little Sturgis Rally. Good size sidecar that looks
right on a /2 BMW.
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Rally..
LITTLE STURGIS..

The "fastest" BMW twin
engine in the world! This

is a starter motor for a
BMW jet engine used in

the German Araddo
(sp?) bomber in WWII.
Since the bomber went
over 500 mph, and this

engine was in the
bomber, it is the fastest

BMW twin in the world.
Seen at Bench Mark

Works Museum, Sturgis,
Mississippi.

Nice Steib/BMW rig
in background at

Bench Mark Works
Museum. The bear
was with the other

tour group so I never
got the story on him.

Line up of vintage
BMW's (and

others) on display
at Bench Mark

Works Museum,
Sturgis,

Mississippi.
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Rally

By Ed Johnson
Marilyn and I left home on our respective rigs at

7:00a.m., on the day before the start of the rally, in a
misting rain that alternated as the day went on with a
drizzle and a light downpour. We covered 375 miles
before stopping before it darkened, at a Ramada Inn in
Strasburg, Ohio.

Marilyn first led us to Highway US30 eastbound
on several hidden roads in Indiana, in an effort to avoid
the "going to work" traffic, and to stay away from the
routes that traversed the main towns. It was slow going
with the rain, the road repairs, and road paint striping.
In one spot, road repair crews had stripped from the top
of the pavement, leaving a deeply grooved surface,
about five miles long, preparing to put down a new
coating. The thought came to my mind, that with this
rain, this would have been a very dangerous place to be
on a solo motorcycle towing a trailer.

That evening we walked from the motel a short
distance to Leonard's Steak House. Marilyn and I both
had boiled scrod, which was delicious. Leaving the
restaurant on foot, to return to our motel, we were met
by the heaviest rain of the day, and we didn't have an
umbrella or our motorcycle rain gear on. "Slosh, slosh".

9th ANNUAL HACK'D INVITATIONAL

The next day we drove south on Interstate 77,
crossing the impressive Ohio River to Parkersburg,
West Virginia. The rain had quit, and we proceeded
under overcast skies, Eastbound on U550 to
Clarksburg, then turning south on Interstate 79. An
improvement in the weather and better roads, at this
point raised our spirits. The trees were turning into their
fall colors, and the sight of them plastered on the sides
of the mountains, was an awesome panorama. Ap-
proximately 300 miles from our start this morning we
reached our destination, the Comfort Inn Motel in
Weston, West Virginia. After having lunch, and
checking into the motel, we drove the short distance
through Buckhannon, to Elkins, the location of the
HACK'd rally which is held on the property of Jim and
Chris Dodson, publishers and editors of the HACK'd
sidecar magazine.

The HACK'd Sidecar Rally has been an annual
event since 1992. A great many improvements have
been made to the rally site since Marilyn and I first
came in 1993. The location of the rally has been
changed to the top of the hill on the land, which is
basically flat because it is a cleared area from strip coal
mining operations. Showers are now available, and
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Rally..
9th ANNUAL HACK'D INVITATIONAL..

clean "porta potties" were
in use. The attendance was
excellent, and there were a
wide variety of Ifoutfits" to
see. No rain! The weather
was cool and clear.

Chris and Jim served
beans and franks Friday
evening. Saturday morn-
ing, Harry Walters, presi-
dent of the Keystone
Sidecar Club, with Jim
Dodson as a passenger, led
the rally participants on a
breakfast ride over a single
lane, curvy roller coaster
type road, and through a
wooden covered bridge. At
one point, a herd of Angus
cattle stampeded when the
many sidecars passed. The
destination was the new
building belonging to the
local Lions Club. Delicious
pancakes and sausages
were served. At 3:00 in the
afternoon, the silent
auction was held. Sidecar
paraphernalia had been
displayed on a table, a
reserve price listed, and a
notebook available to write
your offer. This is an event
each year at the HACK'd
Rally, and it generates
some real excitement.
Saturday evening, a large
table presented pizza, poor
boy sandwiches and a
vegetable tray. There was
more than enough for
everybody.

Some of the rigs at the Lions Club breakfast;

Folks enjoying a campfire;



Vol 25 Number 2                                   Page 28                                                   Mar-Apr’2001

Rally..
9th ANNUAL HACK'D INVITATIONAL..

The theme this year for the HACK'd Rally was
Mardi Gras. Cheap jewelry, as is traditional, abounded.
As a finale, Chris and Jim, after the dinner, strode in
dressed as the king and queen of Mardi Gras, a truly
memorable sight. Marilyn and I are looking forward to
returning next year.

Sunday morning when we left our motel, the
temperature was 31°F. Fortunately, we had covers on
the outfits, and we could shake off the frost. Our
destination was Richmond, Virginia, to visit with both
friends and relatives. The two hundred mile trip started
at US Route 33, then on to US Route 250, with its
numerous corkscrew turns. US Route 250 is the slow
way to go, but it was certainly enjoyable. With a slight
wind, the leaves were falling because of the frost the
previous night, and the changing of the colors of the
trees was again to say an awesome sight. Next we
traveled on US Route 81 to Staunton, Virginia, and then
took Interstate 64 to Richmond, Virginia.

The following Friday, we headed back home to
Manhattan Illinois, using Interstate highways, and
arrived early Saturday afternoon. Total mileage was a
little over 1,900 miles.

Jim Dodson at the breakfast;

Mrs. Giese, left, Marilyn Johnson and Jay
Giese. The Giese's are both qualified sidecar

instructors and came from Covington,
Washington, where they own Dauntless

The silent auction;
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Advt
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Coming Events
Event listings should be sent to: USCA Coming Events, P.O. Box 132, Rainier, OR 97048-0132.

Mail your event listing in advance of the listed deadline to assure inclusion. We can't include your
event unless we know about it and have the listing on time. Rally organizers for general interest
motorcycle rallies (non sidecar rallies) should specify if specific events and awards are included for
attending sidecars. If not, these are the first listings that get dropped if space gets tight.
=========================================================================
March 7-11, 2001, Sidecar/Trike Education Program Instructor Preparation Course, Seattle,

Washington. Info: Evergreen Safety Council at (800)521-0778 or dave@esc.org.

March 7-11, 2001, CYCLE WORLD 2000 International Motorcycle Show Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway, 1801 Speedway Blvd., Daytona Beach, Florida.

March 8, 2001, Indian & Classic American Iron Daytona Rally, Klassix Auto Attraction,
2909 W. Intl. Speedway Blvd., Daytona Beach, Florida. Info: (904)252-3800.

March 23-25, 2001, CYCLE WORLD 2000 International Motorcycle Show. Transworld
Dome at America's Center, St. Louis, Missouri.

March 30 - April 1, 2001, Outfit Rally, Carters Beach, Barmah State Park, Strathmerton,
Australia. Info: Sidecar Club of Victoria, P.O. Box 2090, Deer Park North, 3023, Austra-
lia. Ph 9561 6489. GRAGRAPOSKER@YAHOO. COM.

April 20-22, 2001, Doo-Dah Sidecar Rally at Village Creek State Park, Wynne, Arkansas.
Info: Spencer Bennett, 961 Charter Oak, Southaven, MS 38671. (662)393-4887.

May 10-12, 2001, N.C.O.M. Convention, Orlando, Florida. Marriott Hotel & Resort. Info:
Bill Bish (800) 525-5355.

May 25-28, 2001, Yakima, Washington, Unrally. Info: Jay or Tara Giese, (253)631-2236.

May 30-June 3, 2001, Sidecar/Trike Education Program Instructor Preparation Course,
Twin Cities area, Minnesota, Info: Minnesota Motorcycle Safety Center at (763)784-
1488 or jim blow@motorcyclesafety. org.

June 1-3, 2001, 18th Annual Pow Wow, Livingston County 4H Park, Pontiac, Illinois. Info:
Northern Illinois Sidecarists, (815)478-5609.

June, 2000, Norsk Jumbo Run, Blir arrangert pa STORD i pinsen. Norway. Info: Sigurdur,
8jarnason, Lobergsalleen 1, N-5073 Bergen, Norway.

June 15-17, 2001, The Sierra Pacific Sidecar Club presents the 20th, and LAST, Mariposa
Sidecar Rally. That's right, after a 20 year run, the Biggest Little Sidecar Rally in the
World, is packing it in. $20 adult advance registration ($10 advance per kid) to 390
Hallson Lane, Ben Lomond, CA 95005. Make plans to attend now, at the Mariposa
County Fairgrounds, Mariposa, California. A special T-shirt will also be offered.

June, 22-24, 2001, Northeast-3-Wheelers family gathering and campout, Partridge Hollow
Camping Area, Monson, Massachusettes. Info: Don & Alma Nolin (508)771-2261 or
Dale Cochran (413)596-8295.
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July 12-16, 2001, United Sidecar Association 2001 Sidecar Rally, Kentucky Horsepark,
Lexington, Kentucky. Adults $30/35 member/ non-member pre-registration by June 1st.
$5 more at gate. Kids over 15 $12. Camping $16 per night. Info: John and Jean Kennedy,
1648 Donelwal Dr., Lexington, KY 40511. (606) 389-6786 evenings, (606) 323-6097
daytime. e-mail; mjkenn009pop.uky.edu

July 18, 2001, Ride to Work Day, Everywhere.

July 19-22, 2001, Bigfoot Sidecar Club Rendezvous, Rosalia, Washington. 30 miles south
of Spokane. Sponsored by Studebaker Manufacturing and Rosalia Chamber of Com-
merce. Info: Jay Scholz (888)297-6686.

August 6-12, 2001, Black Hills Rally and Races, Sturgis, South Dakota. Info: (605) 347-
4986.

August 6, 2001, Thunder Alley Race School at 1/8th mile Sturgis, South Dakota, Dragway.
$100 per student. Info: (203)425-8777. Flash Race, fastest legal all street H-D drag race.
Sturgis, South Dakota. Info: (203)425-8777.

August 9, 2001, Indian & Classic American Iron Block Party, 10a.m. -3p.m. 6th and Main
Streets, downtown Rapid City, South Dakota. Info: Prairie Edge Trading Co. (605)342-
3086.

August, 2001, Keystone Sidecar Group Kampout. Info: KSG, Harry Walter, (412)963-8327.

August 31-September 3, 2001, Kootenay Kampout, Mirror Lake, British Columbia,
Canada, 5 km south of Kaslo. Info: Bigfoot Sidecar Club, 6115 216th St., RR11, Lan-
gley, B.C. V2Y 2N6 CANADA (604)534-6473.

September 14-15, 2001, Hoosier Hacks 15th Annual So Long Summer Sidecar Campout.
Muscatuck County Park, North Vernon, Indiana. Info: Fred Hunteman, (317)831-8105.

September, 2001, Annual General Meeting and Autumn Rally, Norway. Info: Sigurdur,
Bjarnason, Lobergsalleen 1, N-5073 Bergen, Norway.

September 21-23, 2001, Ears Acrossthe Border, Timberline Campground. Concrete,
Washington. Info: Bigfoot Sidecar Club, 6115 216th St., RR11, Langley, B.C. V2Y 2N6
CANADA (604)534-6473.

October, 2001, 10th Annual HACK'D Invitational, Buckhannon, West Virginia. $25 regis-
tration fee includes some food and camping. Pre-registration required by September 1,
2001, to: HACK'D, P.O. Box 813, Buckhannon, WV 26201. (304)472-6146.

October, 2001, Indian & Classic American Iron Biketoberfest rally, 10a.m. to 3p.m., open
to all pre-1984 American motorcycles, original or customized. Trophied bike show,
Klassix Auto Attraction, Daytona Beach, Florida. $10 per person. Info: (904)252-3800.

October, 2001, Griffith Park Sidecar Rally, Los Angeles, California. Info: Doug Bingham
(818)780-1587.

December, 2001, Bigfoot Christmas Dinner Party. Info: Joan and Barry Baldwin (604)531-
5160.

January 1, 2002, Annual Polar Bear Run. Info: Northern Illinois Sidecarists, Ron Gardner
(815)476-0327.

Coming Events..
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Classifieds
Classified advertisers should use the classi-

fied ad form, Using the ad form gives an ad 150
characters and spaces, and the advertiser name,
address and phone number are included for free.

Ads just typed on a sheet of paper, usually
tend to run close to double length, and are re-
turned to either be edited to space by the adver-
tiser, or for additional payment.

1st Time Ads
For Sale:
'86 Honda GW Aspencade w/'99 Cal F'ship II sic

& '99 drive-on 6ix12 trlr. $8,000 080 for all.
Call (704)664-2316 for info & picture. NC.
Dr. Frank DeFelice, 214 Paradise Peninsula
Dr., DeFelice Villa, Lake Norman, NC 28117.

1975 750/6 with Sputnik sidecar, Rabid Transit
fairing, very clean red on red, asking $2,850.
Peter Mueller, 636 5th Ave., Pelham, NY
10803. (914)738-1572.

1999 Velorex sidecar model 700S, new,
$1,375.00. Mary Zollars, 1183 Old Columbus
Rd., Wooster, OH 44691. (330)263-6169.

'94 V-Max, best of everything $12,000 or BO.
EZS sidecar. '81 Moto Guzzi Monza strong
runner $3,500 BO. Gerbing suits X-large &
large $275 . Stan Vorgias, 10005 Fairlane,
Union, IL 60180. (815)923-2521 aft 6pm.

2nd Time Ads
For Sale:
1996 Ural Tourister w/BMW R80 engine, elec-

tric starter, red & black, new tires,  (703)670-
3049, call after 8p.m. EST. Pat Monahan,
4806 Kirkdale Dr., Woodbridge, VA 22193.

1986 Cal II Guzzi Cal II sidecar color matched
black, 22,000 miles, exce condition. $5,995.
Trades considered. 1-207-743-7703 Iver
Carlsen, 76 Pleasant St., Norway, ME 04268.

Wanted:
Double wide sidecar wanted, Friendship III,

Daytona 2x2 or other. Call Iver 1-207-743-
7703. Iver Carlsen, 76 Pleasant St., Norway,
ME 04268.
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Manufacturers & Services
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Classified Form

DEADLINE ISSUE           .
11 Mar.1996 May-Jun 1996
06 May 1996 Jul-Aug 1996
01 Jul  1996 Sep-Oct 1996
09 Sep 1996 Nov-Dec 1996
11 Nov 1996 Jan-Feb 1997
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Bookshop

William H. Helbig, Jr., 530 Augdon Dr., Elyris, OH 44035
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