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  We hope that everyone in the USCA will contribute an article to 
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WE D LIKE YOUR ARTICLE TOO! 
Content deadline for Volume 28, Number 2 

Of  The Sidecarist (March-April) 
is 2/1/04

 

Guidelines for Regional Directors:  

 1 - Member of the United Sidecar Association. 2 - Represents 
the membership and maintains contact with local sidecar clubs or 
associations within the Director s region. 3 - Recruits State Rep-
resentatives. 4  Coordinates meets and Rallies within Region. 5 
 Promotes SSP. 6  Obtains access to Trade Shows. 7  Rec-

ommends sites and clubs to host National Rallies.  

Guidelines for State Representatives:  

 1. Member of the United Sidecar Association 2. Contact person 
for other sidecarists and to promote the USCA in any motorcycle 
Expo or event in their state. 
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This is the conclusion of Tub and 
Cindy s grand adventure which 
started in two issues ago when they 
flew from Cincinnati to Seattle to pick 
up their new rig and started home.   

- Ed.   

DAY 11: Wednesday started out a 
beautiful day. We were staying in a 
Days Inn, on a stream in a quaint 
town. We had a nice salad dinner the 
night before. They had Erdinger 
Weissbier Dunkel, which is one of my 
favorite dark German wheat beers. 
We got a later start as we thought we 
only had a short day. However, we 
spent some more time in Alliance at 
the Woolrich Factory outlet, a great 
old time hardware store that had any-
thing you could ever want, talking to 
an older fellow who was driving an 
excellent 65 El Camino big block, all 
original, and having a terrible exam-
ple of a burrito at a local Mexican res-
taurant. All in all a pleasant time, but 
put us behind.   

We rode Nebraska Route 2 from 
Alliance to Grand Island. This road 
was listed as the third most scenic 
route in the US on one list I have. The 
scenery at the outset of Route 2 de-
velops as one might expect in the 
Midwest: mostly cows and buffalo 
grazing in fields. However, a few 
miles into the drive and cranes start 
taking the place of cattle as the tall 
grass merges into the Platte River 
Valley, a haven for bird-watchers. The 
geography takes another drastic turn 
as you travel further west into the Ne-
braska Sandhills, the most extensive 
sand dunes in the Western Hemi-
sphere.  

This route's orientation along the 
old Burlington Northern Rail Lane has 
wrought a crop of museums, restored 
forts and other points of historical in-
terest along the way. If you feel like 
letting someone else take over at the 
wheel for a while, sign up for a jeep 
ride across the Nebraska buttes at 
Fort Robinson.  

 I was really looking forward to see 
what could be that scenic. It turns out 
to be over 200 miles of the same roll-

ing sand hills covered with short 
grasses. No wild life except for a few 
cows. We made excellent time, travel-
ing at 65  70 the entire way. We had 
to watch the gas tank, as there is not 
many gas stops along the way either. 
It took us longer than we thought and 
we did not get in until about 9p local 
time. We did pass the time zone so 
lost an hour also.   

Approaching one small town, I saw 
a Bump sign. Bump my butt! This 
was an entire section of asphalt taken 
out with about a 6-inch straight drop 
at both ends. I had tried to slow 
somewhat but we still hit it at about 
40. The rig bottomed on both sides 
and bounced us both up off the seats. 
Luckily nothing was hurt so we were 
able to continue on out way. 

Nearing Grand Island, one of those 
famous Midwest local storms blew 
and, soaked us thoroughly and left 
about 20 minutes later. It cleared and 
we made it to the next Day s Inn. One 
funny thing happened as I was off 
loading the cases from the bike. A 
teenager, must have been new to 
driving, was moving his father s van 
from the front of the Inn to the rear 
parking spaces. He must have hit the 
gas rather than the brake, as he 

jumped the curb and hit the building 
right at the door to their room! Poor 
kid, he sat in the van holding his 
head. His dad, I assume his dad, 
came out and moved the van. Later 
we looked at the door and van. The 
brick and door casing suffered some 
pretty extensive damage. They had 
moved the van to a more remote 
parking location and had removed 
any telltale broken front parts on the 
van. It was in pretty nasty condition 
anyway.    

DAY 12: This morning we got up 
and got ready early so we could meet 
Terry Copple at a local restaurant for 
breakfast. Terry has a sidecar and we 
first talked via Sidecar Talk, a Yahoo 
group for sidecarists 
(http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group
/SCT/). As we were waiting for the 
right time to go to the restaurant, we 
saw a sidecar outfit pull up outside 
our room! Terry had decided to come 
to the hotel to be sure we could find 
the restaurant. He has a very nice 
Velorex setup. We talked for several 
minutes in the parking lot and then we 
had breakfast. Turns out Terry had a 
long-term career in the Military and 
retired shortly after the Gulf war. He 
and his wife live close to Grand Is-
land, NE. We had lots in common 
with my military background. We 
hope to be able to meet up with Terry 
at future sidecar rallies. 

We got on the road about 10a; a bit 
later than normal, but the camarade-
rie was well worth the time. The morn-
ing was beautiful and off we went fol-
lowing US 2 again, for a short while, 
then south on US 81 into Kansas. 
Shortly into Kansas we turned left on 
US 36. This was our route through 
Kansas and into Missouri. We noticed 
a sign that directed us to an Indian 
Heritage Museum sponsored by the 
Kansas Museum of History. The was 
one of the best Museums we have 
visited and I found a book on the Po-
tawatomi tribe who was forced to relo-
cate from Michigan and Indiana to 
Kansas and Missouri during the relo-
cations of the Native American tribes. 
My father s great grandmother was a 
full blood Potawatomi, so I have an 
interest in this tribe so I bought one to 
read after I return. If you are in the 
area, I highly recommend the short 
side trip to this site. 

It was very nice all day, and we 
were in no hurry to get anywhere and 
we stopped in Cameron, MO. It 
rained very hard during the night, but 
we slept well after Day 12. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Tub & Cindy s Grand Adventure 
Tub Maxson 

Bump my butt! This was 
an entire section of as-
phalt taken out with 
about a 6-inch straight 
drop at both ends. 

http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group
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I hope that everyone has lived 

through the New Years celebration. If 
you didn t, you don t have to read my 
rambling. I trust that everyone had a 
great holiday season and is ready to 
make it through the winter. I hope to 
find a few riding days between now 
and spring, have to make a note to 
myself to put the battery-tender on 
the rig. It would be really bad to have 
a nice day and the not have the rig 
start.  

This is the time when most of us 
have made our grand New Years 
Resolutions, and have already broken 
most of them. Oh well, there is always 
next year!!! This year I only made 
resolutions that I can live with, I am 
going to make more rallies and bike 

gatherings, meet and make more new 
friends, and most important of all 
spend more time with old friends. 
Speaking of old and new friends, 

plan on attending the USCA rally. 
Planning for the Bean Blossom rally 
for June 24-27, 2004 is well under-
way. Mark the dates on your calendar 
and plan on attending. It wouldn t be 
the same without you!!!! 
By now the election process is well 

under way. Nominations begin on Jan 
1. If you or someone that you know 
would like to be on the USCA board 
and help make a better club, then 
Welcome aboard . I only ask that 
everyone remember that this is a fun 
club. We will have no mud slinging or 
name-calling. Please vote. The folks 

that you are electing will be on the 
board for two years making decisions 
about your club. The election chair-
man is Bob Davis. His address is 
10501 North Canyon Road, Charlotte, 
N.C. 28214 or you can e-mail him at 
boltsrightup@aol.com. Nominations 
will be open until March 1st. You can 
read more about the election process 
below. Anyway enjoy this issue, and 
make it through the winter. Spring is 
just around the corner. If you have not 
visited the USCA web page lately, 
stop in - lots of information and links. 
Mike your web-master is doing a 
great job, check it out.     

- YIC  John W. Kennedy 

From the seat of my wing (I wish!!!) 

First, in order to run for office, you must be a member 
in good standing , which is a club member with paid up 
dues. It has long been the policy of the USCA to extend 
membership benefits to the spouses of members and in 
most respects, that will continue but for the purposes of 
elections, only members who are actually named on the 
membership roster can nominate, run for office and/or 
vote. This does include members who have joined under 
the recently created Associate Member status. As an 
Associate Member, you have both the right to vote and to 
hold office. You cannot nominate yourself; you must be 
nominated by another member in good standing.  

So the rule is: All participants, nominators, nomi-
nees and voters shall be members in good standing 
of the USCA as of the date of their participation in the 
election process. 

The normal term of a club officer is established in the 
constitution as two years. In order to maintain some con-
sistency on the Board, elections have been scheduled so 
that offices are staggered for re-election. In this election, 
we will be electing Vice President, Secretary, Central and 
Eastern Regional Directors. Nominations begin on Janu-
ary 1 and close on March 1. Voting will begin on May 1 
and close on June 1.  

The Election Chairman will receive the ballots and bring 
them UNOPENED to the national rally where a volunteer 
group of members will open the ballots and count the vote 
with at least one member of the Board and the Election 
Chairperson present. If you want to run for an office, or 
you want to nominate someone, the procedure is simple.   
1.   Send the name of the person you wish to nominate to 
the Election Chairman. (address listed below) For nomi-
nations, you may use either the post office or e-mail. 
Nominations must be made by March 1. Postmarks 

and/or e-mail time stamps will be used to determine 
timely nominations. 
2.   The Election Chairman will check to make sure that 
the person who has been nominated is a member in good 
standing. 
3. A confirmation from the nominee accepting the nomi-
nation must be received, including a statement indicating 
acceptance of the nomination and the nominee's name, 
address, phone number and membership number. These 
acknowledgements should also include the nominee's 
candidacy statement and a photo if they want them to run 
in The Sidecarist. The deadline for the acceptance of 
these acknowledgements from nominees is April 1, 
2003. Postmarks will be used to determine timely nomina-
tions.  

The candidacy statements and photos will appear in 
the May-June issue of The Sidecarist along with the bal-
lot. Paper ballots are the only accepted voting media in 
this election. Ballots may be cast until June 1, 
2004. Postmarks will be used to determine timely ballots.    

The Board feels that this ballot is a good opportunity 
to collect other information and opinions from the mem-
bership so we are open to including other questions on 
the ballot form. If you have any ideas for this, please con-
tact any Board member.  

Board members include the President, Vice Presi-
dent, Secretary, Treasurer and the Regional Directors.    

The Election Chair for 2004 is Bob Davis. Send your 
nominations, acceptance letters, candidacy statements, 
photos and eventually your ballots to:   

Bob Davis (boltsrightup@aol.com) 
10501 North Canyon Road 
Charlotte, NC   28214  

Election Information 
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DAY 13: It poured rain most of the 
night, and it was still raining this 
morning. I got up and tried to dry off 
the bike, which was a losing battle. 
We left the motel about 8a, with lin-
gering rain showers making the road 
wet and the sky cloudy. I got some 
towels from the room, wiped the wind-
shield  of the car and bike and the 
dash of the bike. When we got ready 
to start, I noticed a green light on the 
dash that had not been on before. I 
was not worried, very much anyway, 
as the light was green. The owner s 
manual said the light was the indica-
tor light for the fog lights. What fog 
lights and what does a green light 
mean? Nothing in the books, so I 
called BMW TriState back in Cincin-
nati. I asked the counter person, who 
did not know, but switched me to ser-
vice. The guy who answered from 
service was also clueless, so off we 
went with a mysterious green light on 
the dash. Later at a gas stop, I again 
called Tristate, and Danny answered. 
Now Danny is not the type that will 
hound you if you ask a dumb ques-
tion, no never, Danny is not that type. 
Yeah, right! It turns out that the bike 
has fog lights that operate via a 
rocker switch on the dash, that I must 
have pushed when I wiped off the 
dash. Of course Danny let me know 
about this and I am sure he will not 
forget. I might have to change dealers 
when I get back home.  

After clearing this up, we continued 

on US 2, then turned south on US 65. 
There is nothing remarkable about 
these two routes except the roads 
have very little traffic. You can make 
excellent time. We traveled most of 
the time at between 60-70 mph. The 
rig continues to handle and ride ex-
cellently. This is probably the best two 
up touring combination I have ever 
ridden. We turned East again on US 
50. This is the route we will take all 
the way to Cincinnati. The GPS is not 
cooperating. I think I have not pro-
grammed Margaret correctly. She 
knows were we are but does not help 
us find the way. Oh, well I will try 
more diligently when we stop for the 
night. 

We got to St. Louis about 3:30p on 
a Friday. Like all larger cities, trying to 
get around the circle freeways is terri-
ble. The traffic was traveling faster 
than legal speeds, (!) and obviously 
so were we. I was completely cool, 
but my sidecar passenger had car-
diac arrest at least three times during 
this short sojourn!   

We finally got through this mess, 
again found US 50 and continued the 
trip. It had rained off and on all day, 
and this evening it was cloudy but no 
rain and the temperature was very 
pleasant. We continued to Salem, 
MO. A quaint town. However, while 
checking in to Comfort Inn, we found 
out that this weekend is the Girl s 
Baseball State Championship Tour-
nament. So sleep may be interrupted 
by bursts of school enthusiasm. We 

had a take out dinner from Appleby s, 
and a 6 pack of Killians. Gotta have 
the right sustenance! 

We will be home tomorrow, Satur-
day, God willing, the creek don t rise, 
and the teenage girls don t rabble all 
night. (Is rabble a verb?) End of Day 
13.  

DAY 14: Last day and a pretty 
short ride ahead of us, about 250 
miles. Straight down US 50. I really 
like traveling on the US Route high-
way system. You can make almost as 
good time as on the Interstates, but 
the US Routes are much more inter-
esting. The day is clear and the tem-
perature is perfect. We were in no 
hurry to get started but still managed 
to get out before 9a.   

This must be the time for the great 
turtle migration. I have never seen so 
many turtles crossing the roads. From 
little ones to some that had some size 
on them. Not as many turtles as the 
grasshoppers in Oregon, but enough 
to make us notice. I wonder what 
would happen if a two-wheeler hit the 
hard shell of a big turtle? I was glad I 
was on the rig.   

The rig continued to run very well 
with no worries. Not much to report 
on the last day other than we made it 
home about 3:30 in the afternoon. 

So ended our Grand Adventure. I 
am happy to be home, but very much 
looking forward to another long tour, 
the sooner the better.  

-Tub  

(Continued from page 4) 
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About a half-year or so ago, maybe 
more, I had an epiphany of sorts. 
Was I entering the realm of Decrepi-
tude that would shorten my riding 
time on two-wheels? I was undeniably 
aging before my very eyes. Wrinkles, 
sags, flab, short-term memory loss, a 
hesitant step. Loss of physical 
strength, decaying vision, hearing 
problems. Having no hairline at all for 
40 or more years, gray or white hair 
didn t faze me, until it appeared on 
my body. Draping mirrors with sheets 
was not the answer. Time not only 
marched on, it had caught up with 
me. And would soon pass me by. 

I had been attracted to the insanity 
of two-wheels when I was about 16. 
So, without a calculator, abacus or 
counting on my fingers, the fact was 
that 60 years (a long time, but no re-
cord) of involvement with The Great-
est Sport In The World, might dribble 
to an inglorious end. 

I found myself a tad more righteous 
when in the saddle. Traffic patterns 
remained the bane and turns were 
taken with less of a lean. The open 
highway still elicited a few points 
above the posted speed limit. My 
slowed reaction times were in a com-
bat mission with scads of experience. 
I was still at ease on the road. 

Where I began to doubt my hereto-
fore-laudable abilities was in a park-
ing situation, or low speed maneuver-
ing. Especially two-up. That bagger 
seemed to weigh in at more than the 
900 lb. brochure weight. My 29 in-
seam had been compensated for by a 
heavy cleated sole affixed to my rid-
ing boot. (A half inch helps no matter 
where it is). The strength of the legs, 
the back, the shoulders, the arms, 
wrists and fingers all were tested and 
didn t quite make the grade. 

O.K., I hadn t dropped the bike as 
in-born reflexes saved the embarrass-
ment a few times. A sore muscle or 
two the next day was the usual result. 
That and a sore jaw from gritting my 
teeth and swallowing dirty words. A 
decision had to be made. 

Brochures on trikes were added to 
the clutter of my overloaded desk. 
They look great, be they the bolt-on 
easily removable training wheel style 
or the ultra fancy Lehman jobs. The 
cost of conversions and parts stag-
gered me, my wallet and my dwin-
dling savings account. Not being a 
mechanic, I d never attempt the job 
myself. The brochures were stashed 
and the concept of a smaller, lighter 
bike was next on the agenda. 

Calls were made, shops were vis-
ited, showrooms perused. Questions 
asked of those better informed than I. 
The insultingly low trade in value ( a 
97 FLHTCI) startled me. I had only 
clocked some 40K on this ride. I had 
babied it, added some doo-dads, 
never smashed it and even cleaned it 
a few times a year. OK, so dealers 
have to make buck. I understand that. 
If I sold it outright, I d make a neat 
bundle but then the dealer would up 
his price on a new ride to compensate 
for the $2G loss on the trade in. 

Various models were scanned, 
checked, double checked. I didn t 
want to leave the Harley family. What 
the Hell would Renee do with all her 
jewelry, fancy outfits and riding gear? 
What about my tee shirts? 

A half-century ago, we had pur-
chased a side car to mount on my 
Bronco Bronze 52 74 . It was a ball 
to play with and a Godsend in NY s 
winter season. So why not entertain 
that concept? Dollars again came to 
the fore and a realization that it would 
be cheaper to go that route vs the 
trike variables. I d have the stability, 
the comfort, the sense of still belong-
ing to the motorcycling fraternity. Add 
to those factors the chance to allow 
Renee to ride with me in a degree of 
comfort (less pain) than the buddy 
seat provided. She has her physical 
problems and limitations, having aged 
albeit a bit slower than I. (She s still 
the kid I call my Child Bride) I ve used 
that phrase for over 50 years. That s 
also safer than introducing her as 
MY FIRST WIFE , as my good buddy 

Stan does with his wife Missy. And 
they are married longer than we have 
been. 

Now the controversy: Conversa-
tions with other riders of fairly long 
experience, raised some interesting 
concepts. Ideally, we would be happy 
on two wheels forever, no doubt 
about that. The trike, however, to 
many, seems to be an excuse or an 
admission of failure to be able to han-
dle the unstable vehicle we all love. 
The side car, seems to be a more fun 
type gadget coupled with the practi-
cality of carrying more gear and pas-
sengers. The stability it offers (when 
carefully driven) would equal the abil-
ity of the vehicle to maintain it s equi-
librium on hairy turns or uneven sur-
faces. Having that concept firmly in 
mind without admission of guilt, a 
confession of accelerated-maturity-to-
the-max or turning chicken, we have 
acquired a babied TLE sidehack that 
matches my basic black ride, my fi-
nances and our refusal to be cage-
bound. 

The big problem is trying to fit it in 
the 2-car garage already as cluttered 
as any other truly American garage. 
Well, by overloading the trash bin and 
surreptitiously sneaking stuff into local 
unguarded dumpsters and relocating 
shelving and / or cartons, I discovered 
(almost) ample room for the beast. 
Renee s white car and my black rig 
seemed compatible in the moist oven 
of a Southern Florida garage. 

The trick was driving it out of Phil 
Peterson s Miami North facility 
(palace) in full view of chance by-
standers. My mind said it was the 

(Continued on page 8) 

Quandry 
Ken Weingart   

Ken Weingart is a columnist for Thunder Press from which this article was reprinted  

I didn t want to leave the 
Harley family. What the Hell 
would Renee do with all her 
jewelry, fancy outfits and 
riding gear? What about my 
tee shirts? 
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same as 50 years ago. No big deal. 
Hah , I said to my mind. I panicked a 

bit as I let the clutch out and the 
sucker would NOT respond to a turn 
command. I squeezed the clutch, 
grabbed the brake-----and actually put 
my foot down. No one saw that. Re-
grouping my inflamed nerves, I toured 
the parking lot and some local streets 
before heading North on busy 441. 

My arms, shoulders, wrists started 
to rebel and I forced myself (talking 
out loud) to kick back, chill out and 
relax. A few miles later, as my nerv-
ous chatter subsided and I was nego-
tiating local traffic lanes, I was able to 
wick up the radio and the throttle. It s 
embarrassing to be passed by stroll-
ing Mommies wheeling baby car-
riages. Of  course, being in  my rancid 
state of mind, it was only natural that 

the usual So Fla deluge would 
dampen my spirits. Practically all the 
way North to my crib. 

It may be an omen of sorts. It 
rained on and off all day with prom-
ises of more of the same for the 
weekend. Dang it all, I ll ride in the 
wetness to recapture skills I had 50 
years ago. At least, down here, the 
rains are warmer. 

I ve had the sucker about two 
weeks now, near the end of June. 
Every venture on the roads is a new 
concept. I hesitate to say that it is a 
fun thing to drive. It is work! It is not a 
motorcycle, per se. It is a vehicle that 
defies gravity in turns and wants to 
throw you off the saddle. Centrifugal 
forces apply to the max. The uneven 
wheel placement amplifies every un-
even spot on the road. Wrists, arms 
and shoulders can t / won t relax and 

they complain after a while. Ninety 
degree turns are a lot slower and the 
mind is filled with the strain being 
placed on the cycle, the wheels / 
tires. 

On the positive side? Falling over in 
a  parking spot is not an option, 
unless you trip on a barricade. At-
tracting attention? Whooo-wee! Eve-
ryone has a comment. Mostly it s, ya 
don t see dem no mo Kids want to 
jump in, elderly folk say that NOW 
they d go for a cycle ride. You get big 
grins and waves. Other bikers ap-
plaud favorably. Squids frown in com-
passion. 

And I am still trying to get used to 
the concept. Practice, practice, prac-
tice. Maybe that ll get me to Carnegie 
Hall. 

- Ken 

(Continued from page 7) 
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I ve been riding two wheels for 
some 45 years. Just about two years 
ago, I realized a long time dream of 
owning a sidecar. Since getting into 
this fascinating world of three wheels, 
my BMWR1100RS has sat forlornly 
under its cover while I have pooped 
around with the sidecar rig. I don t 
have the expertise that a lot of you 
have, but I doubt anyone could best 
me in my enthusiasm for sidecaring. 

I am a proud member of the USCA. 
It is an organization that I really enjoy. 
Since becoming a member, I have 
met a lot of really nice people that I 
have a common interest with; people 
that I would not have otherwise 
known. Good, honest, enthusiastic 
and knowledgeable people. 

I ve been ponderin a number of 
things since I joined the USCA. When 
I got my first issue of the Sidecarist, I 
devoured it. I mean, I even read the 
parts about the officers, the editor and 
all the disclaimers. I homed in on the 
officers, the regional directors and the 
state representatives. I wondered why 
there was a shortage of state reps.  

Rightfully, the USCA is structured to 
allow each state a chance to be rep-
resented. 

It bothered me that my state wasn t 
represented. After a year, I volun-
teered to be the NM state representa-
tive mostly because no one else had. 
I wrote and explained that I didn t 
know a whole lot about the technical 
aspects and promised to do my best 
to promote the USCA. What I found 
was a bunch of really generous and 
understanding officers that wanted 
only three things from me. First, I had 
to be a member in good stand-
ing I was. I suppose it was be-
cause nobody knew me! Second, I 
had to agree to promote the USCA at 
any motorcycle event that I could at-
tend in my state. Third, I had to agree 
to adhere to the policies of the USCA. 
Simple enough. 

I volunteered, then Paul Wood from 
Colorado volunteered, next Toby To-
berny from Texas volunteered. So 

now we have four state reps in the 
Central Region. (Elmer, from Arkan-
sas, apparently was there before I 
joined.) But together we account for 
only four out of a possible twelve 
state representatives in the Central 
Region.  

A little further investigation reveals 
that we have only five of sixteen posi-
tions filled in the Northeast, five of ten 
positions in the Southeast, two out of 
ten in the Midwest, zero out of twelve 
in the West. The numbers are as fol-
lows: We currently (as of this writing) 
have filled only sixteen of sixty possi-
ble positions. Yeah, I know how many 
states we have, but there are open-
ings for representatives from Canada 
and the US possessions, too. 

WHERE are the rest of you hid-
ing?? I challenge you to go to the 
SCT website and look up your state. 
Find out what region you are in if you 
don t already know, then turn to page 
2 and see if your state has a State 
Rep. If not, please consider stepping 
up and volunteering to become your 
state representative.   

If you decide you want to do this, 
contact your Regional Representa-
tive. You don t have to be a rocket 
scientist to do the job. You don t have 
to be rich. You don t have to be re-
tired, but you DO have to CARE 
about sidecaring and the future of the 
USCA. 

By volunteering, you will have an 
opportunity to make a difference, to 
improve this wonderful organization 
and to make it stronger. Your regional 
representatives would welcome your 
help and input. They are out there, 
and I would surmise that some of 
them are lonely people. 

I suspect that most of the current 
state representatives know someone 
in the adjoining states that is into 
sidecaring. A little encouragement is 
probably all it would take to get your 
friend in the next state over to as-
sume the responsibilities of becoming 
a USCA state rep. Pick up the phone, 
crank up the e-mail and do what you 

can to re-
cruit your 
neighbors. 

Imagine 
that in the 
near future, 
you could 
see a side-
car event 
near you. If 
we all do 
our part, 
myself included, we will eventually 
see a large number of small, but fun, 
sidecar events scattered throughout 
the country. It is sometimes difficult to 
make the trek across the US to attend 
an event. It is not too difficult to attend 
one in your own state or the state 
next door. More events mean more 
participation and more participation 
means a stronger organization. 

Prior to becoming the NM USCA 
State Rep, I had never attended a 
sidecar event. I had wanted to, but 
they seemed too far away, requiring 
too much time and probably too much 
money. I decided to promote my own 
sidecar rally, and last April (03), we 
had the first annual Cavern City 
Three Wheel Rendezvous.  

This is NOT something that is re-
quired of state reps. I did it so I could 
attend a sidecar rally. In doing so, I 
made a lot of new friends, worked 
hard and thoroughly enjoyed myself. I 
had so much fun that I m going to do 
it again April 23, 24 and 25 of 2004. 
Joyce Canfield has decided to have a 
rally in Kansas September 24, 25 and 
26, 2004. I know of a couple more 
that are in the discussion stages. We 
are making rapid progress in bringing 
sidecaring to life in the Central Re-
gion. 

We had 77 paid registrations at last 
year s Cavern City Three Wheel Ren-
dezvous. One of the highlights of our 
event was that Al Olme, VP of the 
USCA and Colby Cousineau immedi-
ate past Midwest Director of the 
USCA attended. (The "Rendezvous" 

(Continued on page 10) 

Ponderin

 
By Tom Hansen 
USCA #6456 

Tom at the 25th USCA 
Rally last year in 
Wisconsin 

- Stub Davis picture 
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is an event for sidecars and trikes. Of 
the 77 registered, there was about an 
equal mix between sidecars and 
trikes.) 

It was through their encouragement 
that I decided to attend the Nationals 
at La Crosse. I probably wouldn t 
have considered it too far, too 
much time and too much 
money without their urging. While 
there, I made lots of new friends and 
renewed several old friendships. I got 

to meet some of the icons of the sport 
and a number of people I knew 
though SCT.  

In summary, I wish to share that I m 
normally not one to step up and vol-
unteer. For many years, I was content 
to sit back and let others do the work 
but since I did, my life has changed 
for the better. This experience of be-
ing state rep for the USCA has been 
a great trip. Its difficult to put into 
words; there is something about be-
ing involved that makes the whole 

experience much more intense. This 
intensity is something to be savored, 
like a new road, a bottle of fine wine 
or Christmas dinner with family. Your 
life could change for the better, too. 
You may not believe it, but you can 
make a difference. Join me on the 
road. 

Tom Hansen  
USCA NM State Representative 
Carlsbad, NM 
tfhansen@cavemen.net  

(Continued from page 9) 
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I woke up to a beautiful, though 
cool, sunny morning on a Tuesday. 
The colors of the aspens in the foot-
hills beckoned me and having no 
plans for the day I decided to escape 
the metro crowds and head for the 
hills. Calling a lady friend to see if she 
wanted to join me in a ride, I headed 
up to her place to pick her up. She 
would provide ballast for my sidecar, 
as well as company for me, and have 
a great time too. A winning combina-

tion. 
I decided to ride on one of the 

states prime roads for fall foliage, ac-
cording to the Rocky Mountain News. 
The one I chose was Golden Gate 
Canyon Road, making a loop to come 
back into Arvada from the north and 
west. It was a great choice. 

Jeanne and I rode out about 10AM 
and headed west on I-70. We exited 
at Colfax Ave. and headed west. We 
crossed Hwy. 6 and rode up to 
Susie s for a bite to eat. Susie s is a 

local biker establishment I ve fre-
quented for years. Had the usual, ex-
cellent, breakfast there and then went 
out to begin our ride.  

It was nearing noon now and we 
were pretty warm, having dressed for 
the cooler temperatures in the eleva-
tions we were going to be riding in. 
We each shed one of our multiple 
layers and headed west on 6 again. 
Turned off 6 onto Golden Gate Can-
yon road and began to climb. 

Interesting fact: 
Golden Gate Canyon 
Road was used for 
hauling in mining sup-
plies and out ore from 
the mines back in the 
nineteenth century. 
There is a plaque 
posted on the side of 
the road soon after 
one gets on it stating 
this fact. One won-
ders at our ancestors 
and their horse drawn 
transportation when 
you get climbing 
these roads on your 
bike.  
Less than a mile after 
getting on this road 
we started seeing 
colorful frees along 
the road near the 
creek flowing there. 
These 
were 
hard-
woods, 
oak 

and such, and a blaze 
of colors ranging from 
oranges to reds. There 
were patches of gold 
from the aspens in the 
background up in the 
hills. The size of these 
groves was not readily 
apparent from the dis-
tance we were seeing 
them from. Curious 
fact, aspen groves 
each have one sepa-

rate root system for a grove. All the 
trees in a group are tied together with 
common roots. 

Once you get up into Golden Gate 
Canyon State Park the roads become 
dirt. They are well maintained but one 
does slow down and get more careful. 
There are numerous places with 
beautiful views and sights, but words 
do not do them justice. You simply 
have to see them to appreciate it.  

We went on through the park and 
then began descending, out of the 
foothills. We came back into the N.W. 
part of Arvada and I took Jeanne on 
back to her house. We had gone W. 
on Hwy 6 to Hwy 85. We had then 
turned N.W. onto Golden Gate Can-
yon Road. When this intersected Hwy 
46 we took it w. to Hwy 116 then got 
on Hwy 72 headed east back into Ar-
vada. Our total ride had covered 
about 70-75 miles. We had cruised it 
about 40-50 MPH and taken as many 
photo, and viewing stops as we 
wanted. This had been about four 
easy, enjoyable hours. The fact we 
had done it on a weekday meant 
there was little if any traffic and we 
had a great time. 

- Happy 

Fall Colors in Colorful Colorado 
Ron Happy Beers 

Jeanne gives a wave 

 

My kind of roads, my kind of country 
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The Man. Not as old as dirt but 

sometimes feels like it. The hair no 
longer grows upward from his head 
but downward from his chin. A side-
car rider since 1996. 

The Machine A 1996 H-D FLHTCI 
(alphabet soup to some), that was 
purchased used in February 2001 
and the Champion Escort sidecar 
added within two months. The sidecar 
has the T.I.L.T. that enables me to 
trim the bike depending on the load in 
the chair as well as the crown or 
slope of the road. Reverse is also 
necessary as I travel alone a lot. Con-
tributing to my poor gas mileage 
(performance) are, a 29 tooth drive 
sprocket, EV-27 cam, Screaming Ea-
gle heads and the tallest windscreen 
that HD makes so I can watch the 
bugs splat in the extra two inches. My 
mileage varied from 25 to 30 mpg. At 
the higher speeds and winds the mile-
age took a beating. 

Well, I can count on the fingers of 
one hand to when I leave on another 
adventure, this time to ride to the 
"four corners" of the United States. I 
have already ridden from San Diego 
CA to Savannah GA and from South 
Padre Island TX to the Canadian bor-
der, and have been to Sturgis several 
times and ridden Route 66 twice from 
Chicago to Santa Monica, so to me, 
this is a ride that just needs to be 
done. 

The ride can begin in any "corner" 
and I have decided to start on Sep-
tember 21st, the day after my 64th 

birthday, from Blaine WA, then travel 
to Madawaska ME, Key West FL, and 
end in San Ysidro CA. More details 
can be seen at sc-ma.com.  

I began preparing for this ride by 
mapping the entire route at once and 
then entered the hours I want to ride 
as well as the average speed I think I 
can maintain. I then broke down each 

day by the miles to drive as well as 
the gas mileage I hope to get. I then 
picked my 
gas and 
overnight 
stops based 
on that in-
formation. 
Each day 
became a 
route that I 
entered into 
my GPS to 
help me 
manage the 
stops and 
then motels 
were found 
in each 
overnight 
location 
chosen, and the reservations made. I 
planned the ride for 17 days, leaving 
4 for contingencies plus two days to 
Blaine and one day home from San 
Ysidro. A total of twenty days. 

I intend to pack enough clothes so I 
won't have to do laundry or offend 
anyone following me, so 21 pairs of 
almost everything, gets put into the 
bike and sidecar. I'm also bringing a 
tire mounted on a rear wheel to 
lessen the time spent at the dealer for 
this service. (The dealers usually 
don't stock the larger tire I use). One 
saddlebag contains a five gallon fuel 
cell to offset my low mileage with a 
sidecar, but I still have plenty of room, 
(I haven't packed yet, so I'll see). I'll 
have a toolbox and even know how to 
use some of the tools. In a real break-
down, I have the AMA towing insur-
ance as well as the extended Harley 
towing coverage and AAA if I need 
gas. 

I had a practice run to test out the 
fuel tank and my packing, and as with 
most plans, Murphy's Law is always 
present. I found that the main tank 
was draining back into the fuel cell, 
causing spillage out the vent tube. 
This was corrected with a one-way 
valve placed at the top of the fuel cell. 
The sealant used to put the pump on 
the cell was not very resistant to gas 

so the surfaces had to be cleaned 
really well and another bonding agent 

used. The 
sidecar 
needed new 
brake pads 
and when 
they were 
installed, a 
bad axle 
bearing was 
found and 
that had to 
be re-
placed. 
(better here 
than in the 
middle of 
who knows 
where). 
Even the 

GPS acted up and needed a software 
upgrade and while doing this on the 
Internet, I timed out during the 
download and everything crashed. A 
call to Garmin and the support folks 
sent me the free CD for the upgrade 
by 2nd day delivery. Even while typ-
ing this the first time, I answered the 
phone and while I was talking Bill 
Gates called a meeting that my pc 
had to attend, so I lost all of that to 
cyberspace. Not being used to a pc, 
but a simple to use Mac, I had to fig-
ure out how to stop the crashing, and 
I did. (I hope). All this before I left. I 
reluctantly had to buy a pc because 
the GPS software is windows based 
and using Virtual PC on my Mac was 
not stable enough to depend on. At 
least for me. Oh well, I had heard that 
a pc is great for solitaire. 

Well, I just piled up 21 white long 
sleeve shirts and decided not to try to 
pack them in a suitcase, but to use 
stuff bags and divide the clothes by 
the weeks. They will be easier to fit in 
the corners that way. I have my re-
cently purchased Darien riding suit 
from Aerostich and installed an anti 
fog shield in my flip up full-face hel-
met that I'll use in the rain, as well as 
my favorite open face helmet. I know, 
having all that room is spoiling me. I 

(Continued on page 15) 

My Four Corners 2003 
Bob Roberts 

Bob Roberts and his 96 HD FLHTCI with Cham-
pion Escort sidecar 

I'll have a toolbox and 
even know how to use 
some of the tools. 
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have to leave room for the water, so-
das and snacks, especially the new 
peanut butter in tubes, computer, 
printer, coffee pot and all the other 
"necessities". I remember on my first 
"long" trip, I owned every bungee cord 
between here and Albuquerque, but 
then I had no sidecar. 

Tomorrow is my last day to remem-
ber what else to take, but the kitchen 
sink is not going. 

Well, I'm gone again, or as my wife 
Rita would say, still. I left my house 
on Sunday the 21st of September the 
day after my 64th birthday, and 
headed for Roseburg Oregon on my 
way to the first corner," Blaine Wash-
ington. I decided on this rotation to 
miss the cold weather in the north 
and hope the weather will be milder in 
the south when I get there. To remind 
folks, this ride needs to be completed 
21 days or less from the time the first 
envelope is mailed and can be started 
from any of the four corners. In my 
case, the order will be Blaine WA, 
Madawaska ME, Key West FL and 
San Ysidro CA. At each corner a 
photo of the bike in front of a land-
mark or sign of the town, a gas re-
ceipt from the town as well as a local 
phone number, bike mileage and date 
entered on a form that is given to you 
from the sponsoring club is to be 
placed in a provided envelope and 
postmarked from that location. 

I need to mention some folks at this 
point. "Steely Dan" of Dan's Metal 
Works in Santa Rosa CA designed 
and built my extra fuel tank, and as 
an Iron Butt Rider offered lots of sug-
gestions and advice for my trip. 
Thanks to Jim Leskar, the GM of Mi-
chael s Harley Davidson in Cotati, Ca 
who provided me with lots of clean 
laundry for my trip. Thanks to Pete at 
Empire Auto Parts in Healdsburg CA 
who on the weekend of their moving 
the business, found time to make 
some repairs on my sidecar brakes. 
Lastly thanks to Dean Hummer who 
provided me with enough of his deli-
cious beef jerky to feed Lewis and 
Clark. The following is a compilation 
of the e-mails I sent to friends and 
family almost every night. 

The first day on the road, Windsor 

CA to Roseburg OR (484mi, 
N101/E20/NI-5), was uneventful and 
Roseburg was right where I left it last 
and the ride was what one would ex-
pect on an Interstate, kind of dull. I ll 
probably say this again sometime. 
The wind was fierce from the side and 
I consumed more fuel than planned, 
so I guess if this continues, I'll just 
slow down. At a meal stop in Weed, 
CA I found it hard to get away from 
the locals who wanted to talk about 
the sidecar, so I just talked away with 
them for a while. 

The second day of travel to my first 
corner , from Roseburg to Blaine 

WA, (459mi N on I-5), was about the 
same as the day before, more winds 
blasting me from the side and using 
more fuel then planned. The Anchor 
Inn in Blaine is an older one-story 
motel, well kept and the owner is mo-
torcycle friendly as his son rides 
Harleys in the Southern California 
area. I spent the evening visiting with 
some other "biker" guests who were 
from Minn. and riding their bicycles 
down the coast. This would finish 
their ride on the whole west coast 
even though they have done it in sev-
eral segments. The oldest was in the 
middle seventies and I was the 
youngest in the "group." 

Day 1, Tuesday the 23rd, Blaine WA 
to Ellensburg WA, (238mi, S on I-5, E 
on 2, S on 97) was my first day on the 
"official ride", and I purposely left my-
self with a short riding day. The day 
began with my not being able to find 
the keys to my bike. After looking 
everywhere twice, I gave up and re-
sorted to using my spare set. I then 
had to replace them ASAP. The local 
locksmith told me he was unable to 

copy those kinds of keys, but gave 
me the name of a locksmith in Bel-
lingham who could. I looked his ad-
dress up in the phone book and pro-
grammed that info into the GPS. He 
was not too far off the freeway so not 

much time was lost as the GPS led 
me directly to his business. Except he 
was out on a call and would not to be 
back until 1pm. Anyway, before I left 
Blaine, I got gas and a duplicate re-
ceipt, and spent more time jawing 
with the friendly locals and had to wait 
until 9am for the police department to 
open, (no crime here between 4pm 
and 9am), so I could get a patch as I 
will try to do at all the corners. After 
getting the patch I then went to the 
Post Office to mail my first envelope. 
There I met two more sidecar riders, 
one from each side of the border, and 
spent more time talking. The local 
one asked me over for tea but as I 
had to leave sometime, I had to de-
cline the invitation. My ride to Ellens-
burg WA was another windy day and 
included two passes of over 4,000 
feet elevation. That's no big deal in 
California, but this far north, it was a 
lot colder so I stopped before the first 
one to put on my electric vest. There 
was also a lot of reds, yellows and 
different shades of green. Fall is be-
ginning. When I arrived at my motel, I 
was informed that they were full and I 
did not have a reservation. Again 
more polite words were spoken, even 
by me, and a downstairs room was 
found and I moved in for the night. 
Soooo there you have it. Oh and I 
found my keys. The all weather suit 
I'm wearing just has too many pock-
ets.  

Day 2, Wednesday, Ellensburg WA 
to Bozeman MT, (561mi, E I-90), was 
the first full day on the ride and 
worked as well as planned. I arrived 
at the end of the day in Bozeman a 
half hour later than scheduled, but 
that was after two gas stops and one 
hour for lunch. The GPS tells me at 
what mile and approximately what 
time a turn or highway change is to 
take place and I saw that nothing was 
going to happen for 188 miles so 
shortly after that I not only started 
singing but also making up words to 
songs. Since I'm lousy at both, that 
didn't last long. Sometime soon after 
Spokane the scenery became worth 
looking at all the way to Bozeman. 
The town of Missoula stands out as a 
place to stop in sometime. The older 

(Continued from page 14) 

(Continued on page 16) 

Sometime soon after Spo-
kane the scenery became 
worth looking at all the way 
to Bozeman.  
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houses there seemed to be sur-
rounded by trees and looked like nice 
neighborhoods. I crossed three 
mountain passes including the Conti-
nental Divide, which was the highest 
at over 6,000 feet. I'm glad I dressed 
warm when I left Ellensburg. 

Lunch was in a small mining town, 
(I guess by the name), at a small cafe 
across from the Happy Landings bar. 
In front of the cafe was a multi-
colored pickup with the doors, hood 
and tailgate different colors, but there 
were no bullet holes in the truck and 
the tires were not flat so it looked OK 
to eat there. And the food and service 
was good too. 

Lots of fall colors all day with the 
Aspens standing out the brightest. 

Best of all, the motel had a room for 
me. I lost an hour by changing time 
zones so its lights out so I can get 
going tomorrow.  

Day 3, Thursday, Bozeman to Bis-
marck, (524mi, I-90 to I -94), started 
well. I had three passes to go over 
today and early in the morning the 
temperature actually got warmer 
going over the first pass. I was not 
so lucky on the other two. A trucker 
told me his gauges registered 40 
going over the pass in the Beartooth 
Mountains. My breakfast was in a 
small town again, and it was hard to 
leave with all of the people talking to 
me. I was told twice today, once 
getting my gas tanks filled up in 
Bozeman and once at breakfast, to 
be sure to come back to visit the 
big sky state again. 

The transition from Montana to 
North Dakota was really noticeable 
traveling from the west to east. On 
entering North Dakota the rock and 
land formations were fantastic, later 
changing to brown rolling hills with a 
lot more "big sky" than Montana. It 
looks like the last wheat harvest is 
being done before winter sets in and 
the fields are full of large round pellet-
looking objects. I hope it s wheat 
'cause I haven't seen any rabbits that 
big. 

I lost another hour and I'm now on 
Central Time. Yesterday when I lost 
the hour, it cut into my mealtime. To-
night I checked in and went immedi-

ately to the Diner next door for dinner. 
While paying my bill I commented to 
the very young cashier how neat and 
orderly everything is in the country 
and asked if there were a lot of Swed-
ish or Norwegians in the area. She 
told me that there are mostly Norwe-
gians and Germans here and she 
was mostly German. She further 
stated that is why all the kids have to 
do here, is to go outside of the city 
limits and get hammered . I told her 
about the kids where I live in Sonoma 
County that do that too, and told her 
how many were killed by a drunken 
driver getting home. Her reply was "at 
least they are just killing another 
drunk not an innocent person" Wow, 
what an outlook. 

Day 4, Friday, Bismarck to Eau 
Claire, (524mi, E I-94), is a looooong 
day. While it was to be a shorter day 
than most, I got a late start because I 
was on the edge of the central time 
zone and the sun did not come up 'till 
after 7:30. I try to leave just at sunrise 
so I don t have to change to dark 
glasses  too long after I start out. That 

put me behind as well as one heck of 
a traffic jam in Mnpls/St Paul that took 
me over an hour or more to get thru 
the two towns. There was so much 
stop and go traffic, because of the 
engine heat, I was reminded of a 
song about something roasting on an 
open fire . 

While I was getting ready to leave 
the motel in Bismarck this morning, it 
began to sprinkle so I changed to my 
full-face helmet and I think I have 
found my helmet of choice for long 
distance travel. It is quieter as there is 
no wind noise and dry inside when it 
is raining. And I mean there was wind 

again today. I had pulled to the side 
of an on ramp for a short nap and the 
wind tried to blow my reclining self off 
the seat. 

I try to eat things on the menu that I 
don't see at home, so for lunch I had 
stuffed hash browns. There were on-
ions, bell peppers, ham and cheese 
all folded into one heck of a lot of 
hash browns. (No wonder you could 
get a half order. That should have 
been a clue.) 

All the states so far except North 
Dakota have the exit signs telling 
what services are available but ND 
seems to like the big billboards along 
the road. So far I'm batting 100% on 
construction everyday in every state. 
Sometimes you have to stop and 
sometimes the speed limit is 65 so 
there is no consistency. 

Tonight I'm staying at a small motel 
with a popular restaurant attached so 
when I checked in I had to ask the 
clerk to give me a room that I could 
park in front of. No problem. I was 
given the Green Bay Packers room, 
complete with signed photos on the 
wall. At dinner tonight the cook left 
out part of the ingredients that came 
with my sandwich. I asked if it was 
because she knew that in California 
we have happier cows so our 
cheese is better. A free fudge sun-
dae was offered and I accepted just 
to make her feel better. Yeah right! 
Day 5, Saturday, Eau Claire WI to 

near Cleveland OH, (640mi I-94 to I-
90), 13 hours in the saddle and into 
another time zone so I lost another 
hour. I don t think there are any more 
hours to lose.  
In Wisconsin I started off in the 

rainy and cloudy weather and that 
kept the sun out of my eyes. Only one 
more day of driving east into the sun-
rise. I arrived at a Harley dealer about 
20 minutes before they opened. While 
I was waiting in the parking lot some-
one came out and asked if I was OK 
and I said I was waiting for them to 
open. He said that if they were there 
they were open and invited me in. I 
told him what I was looking for and 
where I was going and he sold me the 
shirt for 1/2 price. This is one of only 
two shirts I wanted to purchase. 

(Continued from page 15) 

(Continued on page 17) 

My favorite riding position 
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Leaving Wisconsin I had the privi-
lege of paying to drive in the terrible 
Chicago traffic. Five toll booths at .40 
each and a $2.00 charge for driving 
over a skyway. I had run out of dollars 
in my wallet so I pulled over in a 
guess what.....right!! a construction 
zone and dug out some more bucks. 
The last time Rita and I was here it 
was for a Route 66 ride and several 
hundred riders had a police escort 
from St. Charles to downtown Chi-
cago and we didn't even have to stop 
at and pay any toll. 

The only thing I remember about 
Indiana and Ohio besides the 
glimpses of Lake Erie, was again hav-
ing to pay for the privilege if riding on 
the Interstate that I thought all taxpay-
ers paid to have constructed. I also 
remember the way the freeways are 
constructed so the state police can 
slip in between the barriers for their 
radar detecting. They have a lot of 
officers out there. So far, they all 
wave back at me, not that I'm 
speedin ya know. 

The speed limits have been differ-
ent in all the states; some are higher 
for cars and lately, 65 for cars and 
trucks. Ohio has been the worst so far 
for speeders passing me. Oh well, 
tomorrow is another day, maybe I'll 
have something interesting happen 
on the way to Massachusetts. I know 
it will be another drain on the pocket 
for the toll plazas. They sure cut into 
the average speed by having to stop 
for them. No wonder the drivers race 
between the toll plazas to make up 
lost time. 

Day 6, Sunday, Elyria OH to 
Springfield MA (587mi I-90), I left into 
the rising sun from about 25 miles 
west of Cleveland and yep more road 
construction. No one was working so I 
was able to sail thru. Just east of 
Cleveland, the road widens with a 
large green belt between the 
east/west roads. I-90 goes thru New 
York's wine country and there were 
some sweet pleasant smells in the 
air. When I left home last Sunday, the 
smell in the air was of fermenting 
grapes. Not so in NY. I couldn't see if 
they have started their crush yet. I 
passed thru Albany, the namesake of 

the town in California I was born in. It 
seems my grandfather was from that 
town in NY and as the California 
town s first mayor he was instrumen-
tal in the name change.  

I had to pay tolls in all the states I 
rode in today and they all had con-
struction. Just to give you an idea 
what a pain it is at these toll booths. 
Here is the routine; wait in line, when 
I roll up to the booth the transmission 
is in neutral, my face shield has to be 
open rain or shine, and I have to take 
off my left glove. To receive a toll 
ticket I have to have a place to put it, 
and to pay I have to find the ticket I 
was given at the start of the toll way, 
unzip a pocket, get out my wallet, 
pay, put the change away, zip up the 
pocket, put on my glove, lower my 
face shield, put it in gear and drive 
away. This happened several times 
today, and sometimes in the rain. OK 
enough bellyachin . 

The road was a lot prettier today in 
all states, with lots of greenery and in 
Mass some fall color. Just a few 
showers and the last two hours I was 
in the rain, but at least I didn't lose an 
hour and it was all daylight. Not much 
to report except I'm staying dry and 
warm. The "all weather suit" is work-
ing well. 

Day 7, Monday (540mi I-90E/I-
95N/11N), I leave Springfield headed 
for corner #2 in Madawaska Me and 
more toll roads. After gassing up and 
buying a lucky (I wish), lottery ticket in 
MA, I 
headed 
northeast 
on I-90 with 
Boston only 
90 miles 
away. For-
tunately I 
turned north 
before I got 
in that city s 
traffic but 
got stuck in 
another traf-
fic jam for 
about 1/2 
hour. The 
rest of the 
day was 
clear sail-

ing. I entered New Hampshire for a 
short time and don't ya know they 
built a toll booth just for me and col-
lected $2 for the short miles traveled. 

The GPS routed me near Portland 
and that is one pretty town with all the 
water around it. It seemed I started to 
climb in elevation from there. Some 
slow fast food in Bangor and more 
fuel for the bike and away I went. I 
was told that in ME as in OR the at-
tendants fill your gas tank on the cars, 
but on a bike they let you do your 
own. I think he was spoofing me. 

After I turned off 95 to Highway 11, 
the towns and scenery became pic-
ture perfect, with one small town after 
another, I barely had time to get my 
photos in Madawaska before the sun 
set around 6pm. The early sunset 
must be because it is so far north. 
The home construction looks to be 
modern, new old design, trailers, dou-
ble-wides and just about everything. 
The homes either have lots of wood 
stacked for the winter or the trailers 
and motor homes ready to leave at 
the first snow for someplace south. 
Tomorrow I'll go back to MA on a dif-
ferent small road so there should be 
more small towns and more color. 

Anyway, I now have two "corners" 
and two to go. Hardly any rain today 
and according to USA Today, I may 
have some good weather for a while. 

- Bob (to be continued)   

(Continued from page 16) 

The second corner 
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Hannigan is 
a name that 
has been as-
sociated with 
motorcycles for 
as long as I ve 
been reading 
the motorcycle 
press. They 
were a big 
presence at 
the BMW RA 
Rally in Birmingham Alabama this 
past October and I had a chance to 
interview Ruth Anne and David Han-
nigan in between lots of visits from 
potential customers. 

 The Hannigans have been in the 
business for about 30 years now, 
starting with a BMW shop in Toronto 
in 1974 and then branching out into 
building fairings. According to Ruth 
Anne, they started building sidecars 
around 82 or 83 so they could con-
tinue riding with their kids and found 
nothing on the market that suited their 
needs. 
Their first 
rig was a 
V-Max with 
a sidecar 
they called 
the Astro, 
which 
seated two 
people, 
one behind 
the other. 
David de-
veloped 
the Astro in 
less than 
two months 
so the fam-
ily could 
vacation in 
style! 

Hanni-
gan con-
centrated 
on fairings 
and side-
cars after 
ending 

their relationship with BMW in 1984, 
selling the fairing business in 1988 
and in 1992 relocating from outside 
Toronto to their current location in 
Murray, Kentucky. Reasons for the 
move included a much better busi-
ness climate and being much closer 
to most of their customers. 

 Ruth Anne remembers the move 
as two years of paperwork and wait-
ing and then having only six weeks to 
close up their current operation, sell 
their house and get everything moved 
to the US. The original Astro sidecar 

by then 
had been 
replaced 
with the 
Astro 
Sport, their 
second 
model. The 
Astro was 
never pro-
duced in 
the US, but 

the Hannigans estimate that there are 
still 125 or so of the original Astro 
model in the US. 

Besides the Astro Sport, Hannigan 
now also offer the Astro GT and the 
Astro 2+2 for the touring crowd. For 
sport bikes, models include the Su-
persport, Classic, Conte Classic and 
Sprint sidecars as well as a vintage 
model. Responding to their custom-
ers, Hannigan also began building 
trailers, and are still the only company 
to offer a matching sidecar and trailer.  

Around 1996, Hannigan began of-
fering what 
they called a 
Tri-Car after 

noting that 
trikes where 
affecting the 
sales of their 
sidecars. They 
first described 
the Tri-Car as 
a 2-wheel 
drive sidecar, 
but they didn t 
get much re-
sponse until 
they started 
calling it a 
trike. They 
have sold 
more than 70 
Tri-Cars to 
date. 
At the RA 
Rally, Hanni-
gan was 
showing off a 
great looking 

(Continued on page 22) 

Hannigan at the BMW RA Rally 
Steve Woodward  

Ruth Anne and David Hannigan 
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USCA Books and Paraphernalia  
Books  
1. Riding With A Sidecar: English translation of a German manual originally published by the Federal Motorcycle Rid-
ers Association of Germany. Includes lots of theories, formulas, technical info and practical suggestions.  
2. Sidecar Operator Manual: The original USCA sidecar text written by Hal Kendall (most recently revised in 1988) to 
assist an experienced motorcyclist to transition to sidecar driving. This is the text used in sidecar driving prior to 1997.  
3. They Called Him Pop, The Floyd "Pop" Dreyer Story: New book by Mike Dreyer. The book chronicles the life of 
Floyd Dreyer the sidecar racer, race car builder, motorcycle retailer and sidecar builder. This is a great addition to any 
library and a must for collectors. 236 pages, hardcover with over 200 photos.   

Description  Quantity  Price  Total  
Riding With A Sidecar  $10.00 
Sidecar Operator Manual  $5.00  
They Called Him Pop  $45.45 
USCA Logo T-Shirt (grey w/ navy logo) M L XL  $10.00 
USCA Logo T-Shirt (grey w/ navy logo) XXL  $12.00 
USCA Logo Sweatshirt (grey w/ navy logo) M L XL  $15.00 
USCA Logo Sweatshirt (grey w/ navy logo) XXL  $17.00 
USCA Logo Golf Shirt (natural color) M L XL  $20.00 
USCA Logo Golf Shirt (natural color) XXL  $22.00 
USCA Logo Jacket (navy color w/ white logo, f/b) M L XL  $25.00 
USCA Logo Jacket (navy color w/ white logo, f/b) XXL  $27.00 
USCA Logo Baseball Cap (adj., natural w/ dk. blue logo and brim)  $9.00 
USCA Vinyl Logo Decal/Sticker  $1.00 
USCA Logo 3" Embroidered Patch  $3.00 
USCA Logo Cloisonné Pin w/ screw on back **NEW VERSION**   $5.00 
NAME: Sub Total:       
Addr:    Shipping & Handling - add $5.00 ($7.00 overseas)                                                          
CITY: STATE:  ZIP: Total:       
Email:  
Please send check or money order payable to the USCA in U.S. funds along with this completed form to:  
Dave Sasenick, 5039 Denise Way, Floyds Knobs, Indiana 47119. Ph. 812-923-1082. sasenick@epowerc.net  
Rev. 9/04  
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Hayabusa/Sprint combination (Not 
your father s sidecar!) as well as a Tri-
Car and several of the touring mod-
els.  

Hannigan competes most directly 
with Champion Sidecars in California 
and with California Sidecars, now lo-
cated in Virginia. According to Ruth 
Anne, Hannigan is an entry level 
choice, attractive to those who own 
one motorcycle and want to use it 
solo and with a sidecar. Their rigs are 
designed to be attached or discon-
nected in about 10 minutes, so the 
owner can have two or three wheels 
with one bike. Hannigan provides an 
electronic camber control option to 
help make the steering easier and 
eliminate the need for front end 
changes that would compromise the 
handling of the bike in solo mode. 
The Hannigan approach means that 
someone can get into sidecars for a 

lot less money than the dedicated 
solutions from EML and EZS.  

Hannigan sidecars come with what 
David feels is needed for the particu-
lar motorcycle. That means a sub-
frame if required and a sidecar brake 
for the heavier touring sidecars. They 
offer an EZ-Steer front end for the 
GoldWing to reduce steering effort.  

Typically, a new Hannigan cus-
tomer will initially move frequently 
between solo and sidecar attached 
modes and then will leave the sidecar 
on for quite a while. After the owner is 
used to having the rig on and then 
takes it off again for a solo ride, they 
usually put it back on and leave it on! 
Ruth Anne estimates that only 2% of 
their customers remove the sidecar 
with any regularity. 

The Hannigans attend between 12 
and 14 rallies a year including the 
national rallies of the bigger clubs 
when possible including the Gold-

Wing Rally in Branson, Missouri, 
Americade, WingDing, Sturgis, 
BMWMOA, BMWRA, Wings over the 
Smokies and the Jubilee. They like to 
attend the USCA national but are 
aware that they need to be reaching 
new customers, not selling to the 
choir.

 

Currently, Hannigan sells their 
product directly, selling between 80 
and 100 sidecars, 30 to 35 Tri-Cars 
and more than 100 trailers per year. 
Hannigan employ 14 people, ex-
pected to grow to 20 people in the 
spring as they prepare to move into 
new facilities currently under develop-
ment. Visit them on the web at 
www.inb.net/hannigan. ~ Steve  

(Continued from page 18) 

http://www.inb.net/hannigan
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Sidecars at the BMW RA Rally   

BMW RA is the other US-based 
club for BMW motorcycle enthusiasts. 
Like their bigger brother, BMWMOA, 
the have a rally each year. In 2003, the 
rally was held at the Barber Motorsports 

Park just outside of Birmingham and 
drew over 2000 riders. What a fabulous 
venue! A great new track, neat as a pin, 
with incredible sight lines of the track and 
it is home to the Barber Museum as well 
with an over the top collection of motor-
cycles. 

There were many vendors present, in-
cluding Blue Moon Cycle from Atlanta 
with their usual collection of eye candy, 
including one vintage BMW/sidecar com-
bination, and Hannigan. Here are a few 
shots from the rally. 

Sidecars at the BMW RA Rally 
Steve Woodward 

Front cover - top -  eye candy in the Barber 
Museum Store - Darryl Richman Photo 
Front cover - bottom - 54 R67/3 with Steib 
S500 sidecar gets ready for judging  

Clockwise from above left: The Hannigan 
Sprint/Hayabusa, Military BMW from the 
Barber Museum, A thumper combo from 
Blue Moon, Ready for bike judging and a 
new home. - Steve Woodward photos 
unless otherwise noted. 
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It was white trying to get my old Ka-
wasaki GT550 firing on all four cylin-
ders (coil trouble, I think) in order to 
get my sidecar outfit on the road after 
years of deliberation that I began to 
wonder just what had happened to all 
those sidecars of old, made by a 
plethora of small manufacturers 
whose names, sadly, now seem to be 
fading rapidly into history. 

In virtually any town or city street 
scene pictured between the late 40s 
and early 60s there s a sidecar outfit 
or two, and such humble vehicles 
played a vital transport role in their 
time, yet in classic motorcycling today 
such combinations seem rare to say 
the least. 

The affordability and, more to the 
point, availability of small family cars 
in the mid to

 

late 50s and early 
60s undoubtedly consigned thou-
sands of family sidecars to rot among 
the weeds at the bottom of the garden 
(I know because I bought one for just 
a few pounds back in 1965). 

During the course of my work today 
I attend scores of vintage and classic 
transport rallies a year, and motorcy-
cles are invariably well represented 
and create a lot of interest among 
visitors, yet rarely do I see a motorcy-
cle combination of the classic kind 
(maybe a Matchless G9/Blacknell 
San lmperia; BSA A10 Flash/Busmar 
Astral; Triumph Thunderbird/Garrard 
Sports). Go back a little further to the 
days when any family transport was 
scarce and sidecar outfits tended to 
be real plodders and you have 
Claude Rye Ltd, offering genuine 
1946 model M20 BSA s with saloon 
bodied Leyton Dawlish two seater 
sidecars for £149.l0s. That one was 
in the January 18, 1951, issue of Mo-
tor Cycling. And what about all those 
slogging 600cc Panther slopers that 
would pull a home-made sidecar as 
well as a Nutshell combination cara-
van complete with the wife, kids and 
luggage for a whole week s holiday? 

However the serious side to my 
column this month is that while side-

cars are far from dead, today s 
gleaming, streamlined glass-fibre 
creations bear little resemblance to 
the humble outfit of old which played 
such an historic transport role, par-
ticularly during the inter-war years 
and the period of austerity that fol-
lowed WW II. 

Most modes of historic transport, 
from bicycles and solo motorcycles to 
cars, commercial vehicles and even 
steam trains have been beautifully 
preserved in great numbers for us all 
to see, enjoy and perhaps even ex-
perience  but what of those weary 
old side-valve singles and child/adult 
sidecars which once graced our roads 
in their thousands, and always had 
that air of honest, hard toil about 
them? 

Indeed has the vintage and classic 
motorcycle movement itself played its 
own part in this decline by being ea-
ger to restore the motorcycles them-
selves to perfection at the cost of per-
haps casting aside those classic 
wood-framed, aluminium-panelled 
sidecars which boasted superb 30s 
styling. So many of us would, I m cer-
tain, love to see them again today, 
and perhaps this time, because of the 
historical significance they would now 
hold, take a little more notice of their 
makers names! 

In 1961 The Motor Cycle had clas-
sified advertisements for sidecars 
from Blacknell, Busmar, Canterbury, 
Garrard, Rankin, Raven, Steib, 
Streamline, Surrey and Watsonian. A 
decade before that Motor Cycling, 
under the editorship of the esteemed 
Graham Walker, could add Avon, 
BSA, Leyton, Millar, Swallow, Trinder 
and VP among others to the list. In 
those days the Used Combinations 
classified listings were immensely 
long, and the magazines occasionally 
told how to build a sidecar body of 
your own. There was much evidence 
of such home-made bodies In the 
second-hand ads, particularly in com-
bination to those old Panther singles. 

In The Motor Cycle of September 

8,1960 Geo Clarke, The Combination 
Specialist listed no fewer than 85 
second-hand outfits in his ad. These 
included a dozen Panthers, from a 
1949 model with a Watsonian Albion 
single seater (£59.l0s), to a 1953 
model with a home-built double-adult 
on a VG21 chassis (£39.l0s), a 1955 
model with a 1959 Blacknell San 
Remo (£189.10s) and a 1957 model 
with a Busmar double-adult 
(£21510s). You can see them now, 
can t you, every kind of weird but 
quite definitely wonderful outfit on the 
road! 

Just for interest in those days a 
brand new Panther 650cc 
120s/Canterbury Venom double-
adult, complete with sprung wheel 
and brake, would set you back £357 
2s 7d while a BSA A10 twin with a 
Watsonian Maxstoke double-adult, 
similarly equipped, would cost £365 
16s 9d. The clearance bargains in 
that same advertisement would make 
any enthusiast of today drool, a 1949 
Ariel 500 ohv single/Swallow single-
seater for £39 10s, a BSA M21 from 
the same year, complete with Swal-
low child/adult for £32 10s, a 1949 
Norton 600 side valve/child adult sa-
loon for £39 10s and a 1949 Triumph 
T100/BSA single-seater for exactly 
the same price. 

As I m rediscovering with my E reg 
Kwacker and 1968 Palma sidecar, the 
motorcycle combination had many 
drawbacks such as lack of accessibil-
ity on the motorcycle s left side (the 
original reason for the concept of sia-
mesed exhaust pipes] and it definitely 
requires riding skills borne of hard-
won and well-remembered experi-
ence. 

Aerodynamically, unless of the su-
per new generation of expensive and 
lavishly-equipped sidecars, a house 
brick would have a cleaner passage 
through the air, yet for me it allows 
me to re-live the past, rekindling the 
joys of youth and bringing back many 
happy memories while there is hope-

(Continued on page 25) 

A Taste for a Classic Combo 
Pete Kelly 

From Classic Bike Guide - September,2003 
re-printed by kind permission of Mortons Motorcycle Media 
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fully still plenty of time to do it in. How 
close my dear old dad seemed to be 
as I fired up my GT550 for the first 
time in about three years and took it 
on an exploratory run up and I down 
the farm drive outside my home. 
Apart from coaxing it along on three 
cylinders it steered like a dream, 
money well spent in getting Watson-

ian Squire to do the fitting. In my 
imagination I was back at the 1963 
TT, being taken by Dad in his 
G9/Watsonian child/adult outfit to 
Creg-ny-Baa to watch Phil Read go-
ing past on the Gilera during an early 
morning practice session! 

Now I simply can t wait to finally 
solve that ignition fault, get my outfit 
back on the road and start enjoying 

myself. 
Of course increasingly today s 

sidecar rider, especially if his outfit 
happens to be old and slow, will be 
seen as simply eccentric by today s 
road users. But there again comply-
ing with moronic standards has 
never been my strong point anyway!    

(Continued from page 24) 

I know these pictures don t really go with Pete Kelly s piece, but I like the concept. I wonder what it s like to steer this 
rig down the road? I doubt there is a brake on the sidecar wheel, but note the beefed up frame on the bicycle.  

These pictures were sent in by Donald Thiederman of Hull, Massachusetts, Collector of vintage amusement park 
devices Thanks Don! 
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Call for Volunteers 
Want to help with the planning, preparation or 

execution of the 26th National? Contact Al 
Olme who will put you in touch with the right 
people.    

Al Olme  
3117 James Ave. So.   
Minneapolis, MN 55408   
(612)759-4666   
aolme@scc.net 

Call for Raffle Prizes  

Items are needed for raffle prizes.  

The USCA is asking everyone to donate items towards the raf-
fle.  

Item scan be directed towards the sidecar/motorcycle hobby, 
your significant other, or for a child.  

Talk to your local motorcycle, sidecar and accessories shops 
about donating some items.  

Good used items are acceptable. Check out your closet and 
garage for cool things in good shape that you aren t using.  

Short of room?  Send it to Bruce Stephens and he ll bring it for 
you.   

Bruce D. Stephens   
841 Summit St.   
Bethlehem, PA 18015  

Call for Musicians 
Bring that guitar or violin or banjo or flute to the 
rally. Everybody bring your best singing voice. 
Be prepared to make some joyful noise! 

Camping at Bean Blossom  

There is shaded and open, level camp-
ing space at Bill Monroe s Bean Blos-
som. 
There are hot showers and clean rest-
rooms 
There are hookups for your RV if your 
sidecar has recently grown in size! You 
need to make you own reservations 
with Bill Monroe s Bean Blossom! 

Motel-ing it at 
 Bean Blossom  

Contact the Brown County Visitor s center 
for suggestions (800) 753-3255 
The closest town with hotels is Nashville 
(about 5 miles). Some options include: 
The Comfort Inn 
The Ramada Inn 
Best Western Music Row 
Antioch Quarters Inn and Suites 
La Quinta Inn 

 

Brown County is a Mecca for artists and 
visitors. The nearby town of Nashville, IN 
is about as cute as it gets. They offer lots 
of lodging opportunities and great places 
to eat and shop. The whole deal is sur-
rounded by GREAT ROADS! If you can go 
for more than a quarter mile in a straight 
line it would be amazing!

 

More Information: 
www.beanblossom.com 

www.www.browncounty.com 
www.nashvilleindiana.com  
www.ourbrowncounty.com  

http://www.beanblossom.com
http://www.www.browncounty.com
http://www.nashvilleindiana.com
http://www.ourbrowncounty.com


One sidecar per form please! USCA # Circle one (For awards) 

Register by June 1: 
Adult (16 and over) 
$25 - USCA Member 
$35 - Non Members 

Register at the Gate: 
Adult (16 and over) 
$30 - USCA Member 
$40 - Non Members 

Driver s Name: Male Female Age 
Address: 
City: State Zip 
Passenger Age 
Passenger Age 
Passenger Age  

Rig information: Year: M/C Brand: Sidecar Brand:   

   Number  Cost 
USCA Members: X $25 =  
Non-Members: X $35 =   

Total =  

26th Annual  
USCA National Rally 

Three nights of tent camping 
Friday night weenie roast, 
Saturday night dinner 
Morning Coffee and snacks 
Raffle prizes 
Door prizes 
50/50 drawing 
Children s games 

Sidecar judging and games 
Guided and self guided tours 
Ice Cream Rides 
Tech sessions 
Nightly campfire & Sing-along 
Longest & Oldest Awards  & More 
RV Hookups available at extra cost 

June 24-27 at 
Bill Monroe s Bean Blossom 

Bean Blossom, Indiana 

All motorcyclists welcome with or without sidecars. 
Spend some time with fellow sidecarists, even if you don t have a sidecar - yet! 
Join us and enjoy the terrific scenery and roads of southern Indiana.   

Detach and mail with check 
made out to USCA  to:   

Bob Montague 
2634-C Lander Road 
Jefferson, MD  21755 

Rally Registration includes: 

Rally Costs: (Children 15 and under are free) 
Interdenominational Worship Service on 
Sunday morning 
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George Wolfe of Pittsburgh Pa. Passed away in early November. He was the founder of the Keystone Sidecar 
Group in 1988 in Pittsburgh. He was a WWII Vet was in the service from 42 to the mid 60s. George raced in Side-
car Class Enduros and Observed Trials in the Birmingham England area, in Panama and across the United States 
where ever he was Stationed while in the Service and after leaving the Military to the 70s. He had also raced 
against Dot Robinson in the Jack Pine Enduros in Michigan in the 50s He was buried in his home town of Altoona 
Pa.  

Remembering George Wolfe    

Announcing  

The 2nd Annual 

Cavern City Three Wheel Rendezvous 

April 23, 24, 25, 2004    

 An event for sidecars and trikes will be held at the Walter Gerrells Civic Center, 4912 National Parks Highway, 
Carlsbad, NM, USA. 

All riders welcome; on two wheels or three.     

This is a United Sidecar Association (USCA) sanctioned Southwest Regional event.  

Includes motorcycle show, vendors, field events, side trips, poker run, motorcycle related videos, fireside conversa-
tion, 50/50 drawing, door prizes, trophies, Saturday cookout, and more. Nearby RV parks, camping and motels.   

No camping on site.   

Sponsored by 3Wheels, SW, the City of Carlsbad, the Lodger s Tax Committee, the Carlsbad Current Argus 
and the Carlsbad Chamber of Commerce.  

Rally fees:  $15.00 per person advance; $20.00 per person after April 15, 2004 
Rally T s:   $15.00 each advance order guarantees a shirt. Limited number available at rally.     

 For more information, contact:       

Tom Hansen, Rally Chair  
112 W. Blodgett  
Carlsbad, NM 88220  
505-885-5250  
E-mail:  tfhansen@cavemen.net 
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The Classifieds 

 
(please include your USCA member-
ship number!)   

Classified First Time Ads  

1985 BMW K100RT with FLEXIT 
sidecar, sliver, 39K,$7500,Dayton,Oh.  
(937)837-6650 Dave Szkudlarek 
#6387 CJ3DAVE@AOL.COM   

1967 BMW R60/2 with 1954 Steib 
S500,blk.,low miles since  
rebuild,$12500,Dayton,Oh. 
(937)837-6650 Dave Szkudlarek 
#6387 CJ3DAVE@AOL.COM  

1982 Honda Ascot FT500 with 1990 
Velorex 562,14K,$3000,Dayton,Oh. 
(937)837-6650 Dave Szkudlarek 
#6387 CJ3DAVE@AOL.COM  

Classified Second Time Ads  

1997 Suzuki Savage LS 650 w/ 
color matched Velorex sidecar A 
show winner. 6.5K miles, recent tune-
up and tires. Excellent condition. In-
cludes a stand-up trailer. $4,000. 
Scott Reiser, IL (630) 837-2913  

2001 Yamaha V-Star 650 Classic 
with 2001 Champion Escort sidecar 
with lots of extras. Deep purple. Only 
4.4K miles  Asking $8000, or swap for 
automatic scooter. Diabetes forces 
sale as I can no longer foot shift. R.K. 
Davis, #5926, 179 Valley View Dr., 
Imperial, PA 15126-1230  

Coming Events

   

The Cycle World International 
Motorcycle Shows 
(www.motorcycleshows.com)  

NEW YORK 
January 2-4 
Jacob K. Javits Convention Center  

WASHINGTON 
January 9-11 
Washington DC Convention Center   

ATLANTA 
January 16-18 
Cobb Galleria Centre   

OHIO 
January 30-February 1  
IX Center (Cleveland)   

CHICAGO 
February 6-8 
Donald E. Stephens Convention 
Center 
Check out the USCA booth!

  
DETROIT 
February 20-22 
COBO Conference/Exhibition Center  

DAYTONA 
March 3-7 
Daytona International Speedway  

MINNEAPOLIS 
March 26-28 
Minneapolis Convention Center  

2004 Brass Monkey Rally  
Muledge, Baja, Ca  
Feb. 13-14-15-16 2004  
For information please call Jack Zol-
lars at 805-376-2297  or  Dave Ten-
penny at 520-762-8195  

April 23-25 
2nd Annual Cavern City Three 
Wheel Rendezvous.  
Information: Tom Hansen - tfhan-
sen@cavemen.net  

June 4-6 
2004 Skunks in da Woods Rally

 

Cameron, Wi. 
Information: biker@cwizard.com 
www.cybermotorcycle.com/skunk/  

June 4-6 
Northern Illinois Region Sidecarst s 
Pow Wow 2004 
Pontiac, Illinois 
Information: Marilyn Johnson (815) 
478-5609  

June 10-13 
Howdy Summer Sidecar Rally 2004 
Suches, Georgia 
Information: James Allmond, 
(allmond@bellsouth.net) 478-471-
9153 or Eddie George 706-654-2648 
or Carl Schantz 770-928-2111 or  
members.cox.net/georgiasidecarclub    

June 24-27 
26th USCA National Rally at Bill 
Monroe s Bean Blossom. 
Bean Blossom, Indiana - 50 miles 
south of Indianapolis. 
Information: 
www.sidecar.com/Rally2004.htm  

July 10 - 11 
13th Annual Blackdog Dualsport 
Ride (with sidecar class) 
Mt. Hood, Or. 
Information: tawmn@aol.com or 
www.blackdogdualsport.com   

July 22-25 
Bigfoot Sidecar Rally 
Ft. Langley, BC 
Information: call Jerry Kotanko eve-
nings at 604-534-6473 or email Barry 
Bates at: barrybates@yahoo.com  

July 30 - August 2 
Canadian Sidecar Owners Club 
Annual Rally 
Kingston, Ontario 
Information: 
blake.poland@utoronto.ca (905) 338-
0725 or 
www.csoc.20m.com/whats_new.html  

September 24-26 
Sidecars in the Flint Hills 
Council Grove, Kansas 
Information and Registration:  Joyce 
Canfield, 5201 Cook Road, St. Jo-
seph, MO 64505 Phone: 816-232-
2726 Email: jhcn92@yahoo.com   

Please send in your event listings early so 
that we can be sure to include them. 
Event listings should be sent to the editor:  

The Sidecarist c/o 
 Steve Woodward 

17308 NE 13th Place 
Bellevue, WA  98008-3835 
sidecarist@sidecar.com. 

http://www.motorcycleshows.com
http://www.cybermotorcycle.com/skunk/
http://www.sidecar.com/Rally2004.htm
http://www.blackdogdualsport.com
http://www.csoc.20m.com/whats_new.html
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USCA Membership Application/Renewal/Emergency Contact Update  

Date Membership# AMA# (optional)    

Name Phone#  

Address   

City State Zip  

e-mail  

Dues are based on 12 month membership, not calendar year. 
All amounts are in US Dollars. Please make checks payable to the USCA.  

US & Canadian Memberships   New $30 Renewal $25  

Associate Member*  5  5  

Overseas Memberships 40  35  

Optional Donation to the Sidecar Safety Training Program            

Total 
Please send to:  

Al Roach, USCA Membership Secretary 
130 South Michigan 
Villa Park, IL 60181-2526, USA.  

First years dues include a USCA memento and your subscription to The Sidecarist, the news journal of the United 
Sidecar Association.  

*Associate members enjoy all rights and privileges of members, but don t get a separate copy of The Sidecarist. 

Emergency & Friendship 
Complete this if you want 
to be included in the 
Annual Directory.  

First Name:    

I m open to:  

Emergency 
Friendship 
Both 



United Sidecar 
Associat ion 

PRESORTED 
STANDARD 

US POSTAGE PAID 
PERMIT #167 
KOKOMO, IN 

ADDRESS SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Postage returns and postage due accounts 
to: 
The USCA, Inc. 
130 South Michigan 
Villa Park, IL 60181-2526
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Advertising Rates 

  

Ad Size Per Issue    

Full Page $125.00  
Half page $70.00  
1/3 page $50.00  
1/4 page $40.00  
1/6 page $30.00  
1/8 page $25.00   

5% discount for 3 issues (1/2 year)  
10% discount for 6 issues (full year)   

Business card ads:  
$30 per year for USCA members  
$50 per year for non-members   

Contact:  Tony George                  
1426 Chandler Rd   
Huntsville, AL 35801.    
GEORGEAJ01@comcast.net   
(256) 650-0787  
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