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Top: The Chrismas Group (clockwise from left) Tiny Duoglide rig ornament by 
Hallmark, Ceramic Father and Son carry gifts to rig, Cast Resin Santa w/car full 
of gifts, Cast resin Santa and Mrs. Claus, Tin ornament, Tin Racer ornament. 
Bottom: The Cast Iron Group - Back Row: Chinese Cast Iron Repros 
Front: left - Red Cast Iron Harley, right - Black Harley with red car  

Will Short collection - More on page 16! 

Cast your vote today:  
Election Ballot and Member 

Survery on pages 9-10. Must be 
postmarked before June 1! 
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USCA REGIONAL DIRECTORS & STATE REPRESENTATIVES  

(if your state or province isn t listed, apply today!) 

Northeast Director:

  
Steve Clark 
800 Nassau Road 
Uniondale, L.I., NY  11553 
Phone: 516-538-8750  

Connecticut:  

Stacy Goff 
100 Newberry Road 
East Windsor, CT  06088 
Phone: 860-623-2547 
Fax: 860-623-2547 
Email: hosersbg@aol.com  

Maryland / DC:  

Robert L. Montague 
2634C Lander Road 
Jefferson, MD  21755 
Phone: 301-834-8789 
Email: robertlmonta-
gue@msn.com  

Massachusetts:  

Dale F. Cochran 
751 Glendale Road 
Wilbraham, MA  01095-2328 
Phone: 413-596-8295  

New Hampshire 
David L Haskell (Wiskers)   
12 Union Hall Rd 
PO BOX  55 
South Tamworth  NH 03883-
0055 
603.323.8775 
wskrs@adelphia.net   

New York:  

Chuck Tretyak 
12495 Rt. 62 
Lawtons, NY  14091 
Phone: 716-337-2689 
tretyak55@aol.com  

Pennsylvania:  

Claude Stanley 
RD#1, Box 172s 
Middleburg, PA  17842 
Phone: 570-568-1334 
Email: cstanley@sunlink.net   

Southeast Director:

  
Spencer Bennett 
4201 Windermere Drive 
Nesbit, MS  38651 
Phone: 662-449-3840 
Fax: 901-360-4955 
Email: slbennett@fedex.com   

Alabama:  

Tony George 
1426 Chandler Road 
Huntsville, AL  35801 
Phone: 256-650-0787 
Email: 
GEORGEAJ01@comcast.net  

Mississippi:  

William Bray 
7812 Highway 15 South 
Pontotoc, Mississippi 38863 
Phone: 662-488-9933 
Email: wmbray01@aol.com (home) 

wbray@nmhs.net  (work)  

North Carolina:  

Jon Cheney 
1115 North Peak Drive 
Kernersville, NC  27284 
Phone: 336-996-0415 
Fax: 336-996-0342 
Email: jcheney@triad.rr.com  

Tennessee:  

Nancy & Butch Turner 
3088 Rising Sun Road 
Lakeland, TN  38002 
Phone: 901-388-3040 
Cell Phone: 901-485-8951 
Email: ButchTurner@webtv.net  

Virginia:  

Daniel D. Hough 
16308 Bromall Ct. 
Chantilly, VA  20151 
Phone: 703-222-3818 
Email: danhough@erols.com      

Central Director: 

  
Joyce Canfield 
5201 Cook Road 
St. Joseph, MO  64505 
Phone: 816-232-2726 
Email: jhcn92@yahoo.com  

Arkansas:  

Elmer J. Sveda 
1182 Cedar Grove Road 
Arkadelphia, AR  71923-8259 
Phone: 870-246-2067 
Email: gsveda@ezclick.net  

Colorado:  

Paul Wood 
130 Zante Street 
Lochbuie, CO 80603 
Phone: 303-655-7525 Home 
Email: snakefest@netzero.net  

New Mexico:  

Tom F. Hansen 
112 West Blodgett 
Carlsbad, NM 88220 
Phone: 505-885-5250 
Email: tfhansen@cavemen.net  

Texas:  

Toby Toberny 
4450 FM 1387 
Midlothian, TX 76065 
Phone: 972-723-6605 Home 
             972-723-0171 Work 
Fax: 972-723-0801 
Email: mrfix-it@msn.com  

  Midwest Director:

  

David Szkudlarek 
4059 Shadows Glade 
Trotwood, OH  45426 
Phone: 937-837-6650 
Email: cj3dave@aol.com        

Minnesota:  

Al Olme 
3117 James Ave. South 
Minneapolis, MN  55408 
Phone: 612-824-2484 
Fax: 612-824-2494 
Email: aolme@scc.net   

Wisconsin:  

Allen R. Schultz 
530 W. 29455 Williams Way 
Waukesha, WI  53188 
Phone: 262-968-2092 
Email: aschultz@milwpc.com  

Western Director:

  

Jay Geise 
17022 SE Wax Road 
Covington, WA 98042-9122 
Phone: 253-638-1793 
Fax: 253-638-1793 
Email: sidehacke@msn.com  

Nevada:  

Norbert Monohan 
1698 Bobwhite Ln. 
Gardnerville, NV 89410 
Phone: (775) 782-5802 
nmonohan@netzero.net   

Washington:  

Steve Woodward 
17308 NE 13th Place 
Bellevue, WA 98008-3835 
Phone: 425-746-6860 
Email: stevewoo@exmsft.com 

Internet Sidcar Owners Klub, aka Sidecar Talk at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sct/ 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sct/
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USCA Officers & Administration 

President      

Vice President     

Secretary    

Treasurer     

Advertising  
Manager    

Club Paraphernalia & 
AMA Liaison    

Publicity Chairman      

Chaplin     

Editor 

John Kennedy  (859) 389-6786 
1648 Donelwal Drive 
Lexington, KY  40511 
j.kennedy2@insightbb.com   

Al Olme  (612) 759-4666  
3117 James Ave. So.  
Minneapolis, MN 55408  
aolme@scc.net  

Al Roach                     (630) 833-6732 
130 S. Michigan Ave. 
Villa Park, IL 60181  

Bob Montague (301) 834-8789 
2634-C Lander Road 
Jefferson, MD  21755 
robertlmontague@msn.com  

Tony George               (256) 650-0787  
1426 Chandler Rd 
Huntsville, AL 35801.  
georgeaj01@comcast.net  

Dave Sasenick  (812) 923-1082  
5039 Denise Way 
Floyds Knobs, IN 47119  
Sasenick@epowerc.net  

Bruce D. Stephens  
841 Summit St. 
Bethlehem, PA 18015.  
FAX(610)866-6339  
B_L_Stephens@netzero.net   

Claude Stanley           (570) 837-5128 
RD Box 172s 
Middleburg, PA  17842 
cstanley@sunlink.net  

Steve Woodward       (425) 746-6860 
17308 NE 13th Place 
Bellevue, WA 98008-3835 
sidecarist@sidecar.com 

Contents 

Opinions expressed in articles in the SIDECARIST, are those 
of our contributors and do not reflect the viewpoints, unless 
otherwise credited, of the USCA and its appointed or elected 
Board members.  

All material submitted © copyright, United Sidecar Association, 
Inc., 2003.  

Send requests for replacement of magazines damaged in the 
mails to: Al Roach, 130 S. Michigan, Villa Park, IL 60181.  

Letters, articles and photos should be sent to the editor, pref-
erably via email. If material is required to be returned to 
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with sufficient return postage.  
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Thanks to our contributors!  
  We hope that everyone in the USCA will contribute an article to 

The Sidecarist sooner or later.  For now, we appreciate these 
folks who did!    

WE D LIKE YOUR ARTICLE TOO! 
Content deadline for 

Volume 28, Number 4 Of  
 The Sidecarist 
(July-August) 

is June 1, 2004

 

Guidelines for Regional Directors:  

 1 - Member of the United Sidecar Association. 2 - Represents 
the membership and maintains contact with local sidecar clubs or 
associations within the Director s region. 3 - Recruits State Rep-
resentatives. 4  Coordinates meets and Rallies within Region. 5 
 Promotes SSP. 6  Obtains access to Trade Shows. 7  Rec-

ommends sites and clubs to host National Rallies.  

Guidelines for State Representatives:  

 1. Member of the United Sidecar Association 2. Contact person 
for other sidecarists and to promote the USCA in any motorcycle 
Expo or event in their state. 



THE SIDECARIST MAY-JUNE, 2004 VOLUME 28 NUMBER 3 Page 4 

My friend, Dennis McAllister and I 
took a trip in 2001 with our sidecar 
motorcycles to North Carolina and 
back. Here is a serialized report of 
that trip. 

Well, this is going to be in install-
ments, as the trip took 29 days and 
6793 miles for me (about 7500 for 
Dennis). In all that time and tarmac I 
still didn't take nearly as many pix as I 
should have! 

We left the house in Oregon at 
12:35 just past noon on August 22nd, 
with a reading of 22,529 miles on the 
odometer. It was nice ride up the 
North Umpqua River, past Diamond 
Lake and Crater Lake, up to the high 
desert and Christmas Valley. We ar-
rived at 5:30 P.M., having logged in 
92 miles. Had a nice dinner with my 
friend Richard Allan (9 BMWs, '92 
Harley Dyna Glide, and '00 Ducati 
748). 

Departed Christmas Valley at 8:30 
AM and arrived at Marsing, Idaho at 
7:40 in the evening, putting in 378 
miles for the day. Had dinner at a little 
burger stand that doubles as a motel 
office. Incidentally, Dennis ran out of 
gas just north of Wagontire, Oregon. 
Then, right after filling up and hitting 
the road again, said he broke a clutch 
cable. Would that it had been as sim-
ple as that! It ended up being a tang 
on the rear of the transmission that 

holds the pin for the 
clutch activating lever. 
We were lucky to get to 
Burns, where we found 
Dave Linn who could 
heliarc the repair. 

We departed Marsing 
at 07:55 in the morning, 
and traveled down the 
beautiful Hagerman Val-
ley, past the Thousand 
Springs Trail. We kept 
to the secondary roads 
as much as possible, 
and arrived in Logan, 
Utah at 6:30, putting in 
some 368 miles for the 
day. 

8:30 AM saw 
us headed east 
out of Logan 
down Logan 
Canyon, where 
we stopped for 
lunch in 
Kemerer, Wyo-
ming, at the 
Busy Bee. I 
couldn't con-
vince Dennis to 
try a Navajo 
Taco. This ver-
sion of a taco 
was invented in 
1963 by a Greek 

named Louis 
Shepard, 
who worked 
as a cook at 
the Shiprock 
Cafe. In-
stead of the 
usual corn 
tortilla shell, 
it is made 
using a flat 
Indian fry 
bread. My 
first one of 
these was at 
the Days Inn 
in Richfield, 

Utah in '91, and the absolute best 
was at the Cameron TradingPost, 
Cameron Arizona, in '95. We arrived 
in Rawlins, Wyoming, at 6:00, where 
we spent the night. We had covered 
301 miles that day.  

The odometer now reads 23,668, 
and we ve logged a total of 1,139 
miles! 

If you can't get high on life, there's 
something wrong with your life.  

Ur Pal Hal NARMA #5965 

 
The Big Ride Episode 1 - Hal Thompson 

DAVE LINN WELDING DENNIS' BIKE 

COMPLETED REPAIR 
May look messy, but it still works 

after HAGERMAN VALLEY 
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Spring has sprung, grass is growing 
and sidecars are on the road. I have 
managed to get a feel of wind on my 
1000 sidecar rig. I have spent the 
month of March lying underneath the 
1500 rig, repairing the damages from 
my accident last September on the 
way to the Hoosier Hack rally. Hope-
fully, by now this adventure is finished 
and the1500 rig is ready for the road. 
The Carlsbad rally 
has passed and I 
am sure everyone 
that attended had 
a great time. Up-
coming is the 
Georgia Sidecar 
Club rally - always 
a great time and 
hopefully every-
one can attend.  
Speaking of ral-
lies, the USCA s 
very own national 
at Bean Blossom, 
Indiana is just 
around the corner 
from June 24-27. I 
invite everyone to 
attend, so send in 
those registra-
tions and make 
plans to meet old 
friends and make 
new friends and 
have a great time.   

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank those at Rally 04 for their 
efforts in planning and taking the re-
sponsibilities of working this rally. I list 
them in no particular order and I am 
sure that I will miss some of their re-
sponsibilities; it is purely an oversight 
on my part.   

I want to thank Bob Madigan for 
being our host from Indianapolis, IN, 
who proposed the Bean Blossom 
Campground. He has provided a 
wealth of information on the Nash-

ville, IN area and all the things to do. 
Ladies, there are lots of shopping 
places and gentlemen, there are flea 
markets and good country roads. 

I want to thank Bob Montague for 
taking on the job of pre-registrations 
and dealing with the financial part of 
the rally in addition to his position as 
treasurer of the USCA. Bob is also 
making the nametags for the rally. 

I want to thank Claude Stanley and 
the ISOK for handling the registration 
table at the rally, the shifts and the 
volunteers. Claude is also the USCA 
Chaplain and will be doing the inter-
denominational church service, Sun-
day morning.  

I want to thank Steve Woodward, 
the editor of the Sidecarist, for the 
publicity of the rally. He is also putting 
together the rally booklet, which will 
have the schedule events, coupons; 
maps, ads, and ballots for rig judging.   

I want to thank Harry Walters and 
the Keystone Sidecar Club for doing 
the games again at this year's Rally. 
Harry and his team put on a great 
show.  

I want to thank Dave Szkudlarek for 
taking care of the plaques and 
awards. 

I want to thank Bruce Stephens for 
handling the raffle and we want to 
thank everyone that has donated 
prizes.    

I want to thank Al Olme for ordering 
the pins. 

I want to thank Dave Sasenick for 
working with a T-shirt vendor. The 
vendor will be located on-site. 

I want to thank Joyce Canfield for 
handling the 50/50 tickets, sales and 
drawings.  

I want to thank Jean Kennedy and 
volunteers for sponsoring the Friday 
night Children s games and dinner. 
(Children s door prizes are welcome!)   

I want to thank Bob Davis, Chuck 
Tretyak and Jay Geise for being ac-
tive members in Rally 04 and assist-
ing in making important decisions for 
this rally. 

I have enjoyed working with the 
Rally 04 team and want to give them 
all an advance thank you.   At the 
rally, take the time to tell them that 
their work is appreciated.    

In this issue you will also find a bal-
lot, because it is election time. I asked 
that each of you would take the time 
to vote, answer the questions at the 
bottom of the ballot and mail the bal-
lots in before the deadline date. Your 
vote and opinion are important for the 
continuing growth of the USCA.     

Jean and I are looking forward to 
seeing all of you at Bean Blossom.    

 FROM THE SEAT OF MY 
WING

     
From the seat of my wing 

Parker Thomas Bell, 3rd birthday, with Uncle 
John. Starting him out early, sidecar comes next 

year after the training wheels goes!  
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Candidate Statement: Vice President - Colby Cousineau 

I am a candidate for Vice President 
of the USCA. As I am running unop-
posed, I am assured a seat on the 
board of directors. I ran for President 
last year and lost by five votes out of 
nearly 250. I wish to thank the people 
who voted for me last year. The cam-
paign statement I made last year is 
still what I would like to see accom-
plished in the next two years. The 
following is from my statement last 
year. In this statement I will not dwell 
on past problems the USCA has in-
curred, but rather I will state my posi-
tion on how to make the club better in 
the future. 

COMMUNICATION. 
I believe that communication is the 

main ingredient that will make this 
club grow and be worthwhile to be-
long to. The Board of Directors needs 
to be responsive to the wishes of the 
majority of the members while at the 
same time conducting the business of 
the club as directed in the Constitu-
tion and By-laws of the USCA. 

I started a group on 
the internet for USCA 
members, where they 
can voice their opin-
ions and get answers 
to their questions, and 
while it is just getting 
rolling, I for one have 
received some very 
good ideas from the 
members that I will 
take to the board for 
consideration. I know 
the Internet is un-liked 
by many people our 
age, but I believe it is 
a tool that we should 
take advantage of if it 
will further the cause 
of our club.  

ACCESS TO ELECTED MEM-
BERS 

If elected I will insure all members 
will have access to board members, 
officers and state representatives. All 
the people who serve in these posi-
tions will have their phone numbers, 
addresses and email ( if they are on 
the net), published in the sidecarist, 
and on the USCA web site that we 

are in the process of developing for 
use by all the members and not just a 
select few. 

WAYS TO ENHANCE THE CLUB 
Renew contacts with motorcycle 

and sidecar manufactures, Insurance 
companies, law enforcement agen-
cies and state and federally elected 
officials. Let them know we are here 
and we are a good source of informa-
tion for them when making decisions 
that will affect us. 

Get more members involved in the 
club, more state reps, and more 
members serving on committees, a 
standing advisory committee to help 
the rally chair and encourage mem-
bers to participate in the content of 
the sidecarist. 

Representation at major local, 
state, and national bike shows and 
rallies that other bike club and manu-
factures hold. 

Have at least two national rallies a 
year, one in the east or Midwest and 
one in the west, if we can find mem-

bers to volunteer to chair them, with 
support from the Board. A yearly 
gathering in every region, and get-
togethers promoted by state reps. 
This will involve more people and pro-
mote new membership. 

If any one has any questions or 
suggestions please write, post or 
email me and I will do my best to an-
swer your questions, listen to your 

suggestions and will reply to all that 
contact me concerning this statement. 
The address for the yahoo site is: 

Http//groups.yahoo.com/group/USC
AQANDA/ 

President John Kennedy and I have 
talked at length about our goals for 
the club and have come to the con-
clusion that we could work well to-
gether. 

I would like to thank the Midwest 
Regional Director Dave Szkudlarek 
for nominating me and President 
John Kennedy for endorsing me. 

I am not and do not pretend to be 
concerned with political correctness, I 
am at times very blunt and to the 
point, having learned that that method 
provides for the least amount of mis-
understanding. I firmly believe in ad-
hering to the Constitution and Bylaws 
of the club. I pledge to keep the gen-
eral membership informed on the 
business of the Board of Directors 
and actions taken by the Board. I will 
report these and other issues in The 

Sidecarist, on our web 
site, Sidecar.com and on a 
site I started on Yahoo 
named USCAQandA. Q 
and A is a site for mem-
bers to post opinions and 
ask questions. It is not an 
officially recognized or 
sanctioned site of the 
USCA  I would like to en-
courage members to con-
tact the Board of Directors 
and their Regional Direc-
tors with any questions or 
suggestions that would 
help the club. By keeping 
the membership informed I 
hope to generate more 
interest in the day-to-day 
business of the club and 

more members stepping up to run for 
offices in the USCA.   

Colby M Cousineau 
USCA membership number 6480  
ccridr@wi.rr.com      
Colby M Cousineau 
18324 Winfield Rd. 
Bristol, WI. 53104  
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Candidate Statement : Secretary - Al Roach 

I do accept the nomination for Sec-
retary of the USCA. 

I have had members address a 
concern about e-mail. They feel that 
not owning a computer is leaving 
them out of the loop. I ve tried to as-
sure them this is not true. As an ex-
ample, I have told them that owning a 
motorcycle or a sidecar is not re-
quired. 

This seems to be a negative devel-

opment. The most difficult thing the 
USCA faces is getting members to 
renew. They must be encouraged by 
all possible means available. 

If one wants to run for office of fill 
som administrative position, the only 
requirement is now and should stay 
being a member in good standing. 

Hopefully, the future will produce 
multiple candidates on election day.  

Candidate Statement : Northeast Regional Director - Chuck Tretyak    

Hi my name is Chuck Tretyak, 
USCA member #5244. I am running 
for the position of North East Re-
gional director. 

These are some things that may 
help this club grow and move for-
ward.  

1)  To have more people become 
involved as a state Rep. in their 
states to help the USCA grow in 
size.   

2)  Getting younger riders and 
their families, the next generation, 
interested in this sport to help it con-
tinue to grow.  

3)  To have the media both the 
news paper and the Television noti-
fied when we are in the area for the 
National Rallies to gain more expo-
sure and also to have members and 
their families interviewed about the 
club to show people who we are 
and what we do as a club with a 
fairly large mixture of people from 
different states with their sidecars. 

4) Some interested Sidecarists 

possibly going to a charity type ride 
that may be going on in the area of 
the Rally, again to gain exposure. 
Most of these types of rides do not 
get more than 2, maybe 
3 Sidecarists if that. To 
have Sidecarists  from different 
states come to an event that may be 

going on in the Rally area I feel 
would leave a lasting impression on 
the local community and the Motor-
cycle community as well.  

Thank you and I hope to see you 
in Indiana this June 

                                                       
   Chuck Tretyak  
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Candidate Statement : Central Regional Director - Joyce Canfield  

My name is Joyce Canfield and I 
am a candidate for the office of Cen-
tral Regional Director of the USCA.I 
have held this position for the last two 
years and during that time I have en-
joyed watching the USCA grow. It has 
been a privilege to have an active role 
in the improvements to the Sidecarist 
and the web pages at sidecar.com, 
along with other changes that are not 
easily seen.   

My focus has been to connect with 
members in the Central Region and 
to create activities that can easily be 
attended by members here. This year 
there will be two regional rallies, Cav-
ern City Three Wheel Rendezvous 
and Sidecars in the Flint Hills, along 
with one piggyback rally, Land of Oz 
Rally in La Cygne, KS. We are also 
planning to assist the Pediatric Brain 

Tumor Foundation in a Ride for Kids 
in the Kansas City area, Organizers 
have issued a request for sidecars for 
the children to ride in and we will be 
there to represent our club. I have 
also set up a Yahoo group 
(http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group
/USCAcentral/) where the State Rep-
resentatives and members in this re-
gion can enjoy news and just chat 
about things happening in our areas. 
I d like to invite anyone living in this 
region with internet access to join our 
group and share news about events 
in your area.   

Sidecars are about fun, friendships, 
kicking tires and enjoying our sport 
with others. My goal is to keep the 
Central Region growing and to have a 
lot of fun doing it.  

Enough about me, now what can 

you do! I don t care how you vote but 
let s show the rest of the country that 
the folks here in the Central Region 
want to participate in this open elec-
tion. Find a stamp, mark the ballot 
and mail it in. This is your chance to 
be an active member and make the 
USCA come alive in the Central Re-
gion.   

Joyce 
Canfield 

Candidate Statement: Central Regional Director - J.R. Lewis  

Hi. I am 69,retired, been riding 
since 1955. Active in Texas Motorcy-
cle Roadriders Assn for 25 
years. First sidecar was a junk-yard 
Stieb on a new 1966 Honda 305 
scrambler. Next was Velorex on BMW 
R-75,then 82 R100. Sputnik on BMW 
K-75 then California then 
Equalean. Present ride is Sputnik on 
K1200LT. Wife and I ride about 
10,000 miles a year. I am running for 
Central Director position. I would like 
to see more activity in the south. I feel 
like I have the time and interest to do 
a good job for you.   

- J.R.Lewis 

http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group
/USCAcentral/
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USCA Election Ballot 2004 and Member Survey 

Ballot 
For the office of Vice President of the USCA - running unopposed 
The Vice President:  

- is elected to a two year term.   [  ]  Colby Cousineau    

For the office of Secretary of the USCA - running unopposed 
The Secretary: Maintains a current membership roster, informing members of renewal 
dates and processing all applications and renewals. Any monies collected by the Sec-
retary on behalf of the USCA, will be forwarded to the Treasurer in a timely manner  

- is elected to a two year term.   [  ]  Al Roach  

Regional Directors: 
- Are elected to a two year term, - represents the membership, - maintains contact with local sidecar clubs or associations 
within the Director s region, - recruits State Representatives, coordinates meets and rallies within their region, - obtains ac-
cess to trade shows and recommends sites and clubs to host USCA National Rallies.  

For the office of Northeast Regional Director, running unopposed [  ]  Chuck Tretyak    

For the office of Central Regional Director  [  ]  Joyce Canfield [  ]  J.R. Lewis   

Member Survey Yes No  

Do you have Internet access in your home? [  ] [  ]   

Do you have some other Internet access that you use? [  ] [  ]  

Do you go to the USCA S web site, Sidecar.com? [  ] [  ]  

Do you object to banner ads on sidecar.com if they are sidecar related 
and help pay for the site? [  ] [  ]  

The 2005 rally is planned for Washington State.  Would you travel to 
Washington state for a national rally? [  ] [  ]  

Would you consider having two national rallies, one in the east or 
central and one in the west a good thing? [  ] [  ]  

Would you attend a weekend regional rally if it was held two states away? [  ] [  ]     

Would you attend a weekend regional rally if it was held in a neighboring state? [  ] [  ]   

Do you feel that you are getting a good deal for your membership dollar? [  ] [  ]    

Would you like to see a complete annual membership directory published? [  ] [  ]  

Would you opt out if such a directory were published? [  ] [  ]     

You MUST fill your 
membership number 
in here for your ballot 

to be counted    

Ballots must be post marked before June 1, 2004 

Cut Here 

Cut Here 
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Of the changes you ve seen in the USCA in the past two years, what do you like or not like?    

Do you believe the USCA is headed in the right direction?      

In what state would you like to see a future national rally?   

What event or activity would you like to see added to  or eliminated from the rally?      

  

Bob Davis 
10501 North Canyon Road 
Charlotte, NC   28214  

What would you like to see the Board work on in the coming year?     

What would you like to see more of or less of in The Sidecarist?     

Any other comments are also welcome!    

Remember! Ballots must be Postmarked  before  June 1, 2004! 
Please use tape to seal - the Postman hates staples! 

First Class  

postage   

please! 
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Call for Volunteers  
Want to help with the planning, preparation or 

execution of the 26th National? Contact Al 
Olme who will put you in touch with the right 
people:    

Al Olme  
3117 James Ave. So.   
Minneapolis, MN 55408   
(612)759-4666   
aolme@scc.net  

Call for Musicians  
Bring that guitar or violin or banjo or flute to 

the rally. Everybody bring your best singing 
voice. Be prepared to make some joyful noise!  

Call for Raffle Prizes  
Items are needed for raffle prizes. 
The USCA is asking everyone to donate items 
towards the raffle. 
Item scan be directed towards the sidecar/
motorcycle hobby, your significant other, or for 
a child. 
Talk to your local motorcycle, sidecar and ac-
cessories shops about donating some items. 
Good used items are acceptable. Check out 
your closet and garage for cool things in good 
shape that you aren t using. 
Short of room?  Send it to Bruce Stephens and 
he ll bring it for you.   

Bruce D. Stephens   
841 Summit St.   
Bethlehem, PA 18015  

Camping at Bean Blossom  
There is shaded and open, level camping 

space at Bill Monroe s Bean Blossom. 
There are hot showers and clean restrooms 

There are hookups for your RV if your sidecar 
has recently grown in size! You need to make 
you own reservations with Bill Monroe s Bean 
Blossom!  

Motel-ing it at 
 Bean Blossom  

Contact the Brown County Visitor s center for 
suggestions (800) 753-3255 

The closest town with hotels is Nashville (about 
5 miles). Some options include: 

The Comfort Inn 
The Ramada Inn 
Best Western Music Row 
Antioch Quarters Inn and Suites 

La Quinta Inn  

More Information:  
www.beanblossom.com 

www.www.browncounty.com 
www.nashvilleindiana.com  
www.ourbrowncounty.com   

Bean Blossom Bluegrass 
5163 State Road 135 North 

Bean Blossom,IN 46160 
1-812-988-6422 
1-800-414-4677 

 FAX 1-812-988-1203    

See you there!   

Brown County is a Mecca for artists and visi-
tors. The nearby town of Nashville, IN is about 
as cute as it gets. They offer lots of lodging op-

portunities and great places to eat and 
shop. The whole deal is surrounded by GREAT 
ROADS! If you can go for more than a quarter 

mile in a straight line it would be amazing!

 

http://www.beanblossom.com
http://www.www.browncounty.com
http://www.nashvilleindiana.com
http://www.ourbrowncounty.com
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One sidecar per form please! USCA # Circle one (For awards) 

Register by June 1: 
Adult (16 and over) 
$25 - USCA Member 
$35 - Non Members 

Register at the Gate: 
Adult (16 and over) 
$30 - USCA Member 
$40 - Non Members 

Driver s Name: Male Female Age 
Address: 
City: State Zip 
Passenger Age 
Passenger Age 
Passenger Age  

Rig information: Year: M/C Brand: Sidecar Brand:   

   Number  Cost 
USCA Members: X $25 =  
Non-Members: X $35 =   

Total =  

26th Annual  
USCA National Rally 

Three nights of tent camping 
Friday night weenie roast, 
Saturday night dinner 
Morning Coffee and snacks 
Raffle prizes 
Door prizes 
50/50 drawing 
Children s games 

Sidecar judging and games 
Guided and self guided tours 
Ice Cream Rides 
Tech sessions 
Nightly campfire & Sing-along 
Longest & Oldest Awards  & More 
RV Hookups available at extra cost 

June 24-27 at 
Bill Monroe s Bean Blossom 

Bean Blossom, Indiana 

All motorcyclists welcome with or without sidecars. 
Spend some time with fellow sidecarists, even if you don t have a sidecar - yet! 
Join us and enjoy the terrific scenery and roads of southern Indiana.   

Detach and mail with check 
made out to USCA  to:   

Bob Montague 
2634-C Lander Road 
Jefferson, MD  21755 

Rally Registration includes: 

Rally Costs: (Children 15 and under are free) 
Interdenominational Worship Service on 
Sunday morning 
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Summer is gone and the memo-
ries are all that remain. The Sturgis 
motorcycle rally of 2003 was one of 
the best motor cycle rally memories of 
the year for me. It was a good one in 
every sense of the word, except for 
the fact that it had to come to an end. 

This year it began well. Rode into 
my regular favorite campground, Ea-
gles Landing, and straight up to the 
pavilion that holds the store for a 
beer. Sitting there sipping a cool beer 
at a table in the shade, I struck up a 
conversation with a gent who rode up 
on a new Sportswear. Told me it was 
his first year and invited me over to 
his camp. 

He led me straight over to an area 
I usually camp in. There, sitting at the 
end of a table nearest me sat one of 

my old , regular, Sturgis amigos, Sb 
Bob! Not much later another of my 
yearly Sturgis friends named Connie 
wandered over. We exchanged greet-
ings and all of us wandered back up 
to the pavilion to purchase some bev-
erages. No sooner had we sat down 
than another of our yearly group, 
Mark, wandered over to our table with 
a bottle of Crown Royal to toast our 
reunion The whole week was full of 
pleasant surprises and good times 
like this. 

This year was one of the larger 
rallies I ve been to. Professional com-
petitors, builders, motorcycle dealers, 
and all the other members of the biker 

community were there. I ve heard, 
and read of attendance numbers from 
about 450,000 to 700,000. My per-

sonal guess would run around 
600,000. Most of the riders 1 hoped 
to see and encounter 
from all over the country 
could be found. This is 
the only rally I make 
where I encounter friends 
from N.Y., Wa., Cal., and 
Fla. every year! 

Being such a large 
motorcycle lover gather-
ing there are numerous 
othcr sidecar rigs to 
scope out. Being one of 
them I talk to anyone I 
can who is on one. There 
is a selection of the rigs I 

encountered, and could photograph, 
included. 

I made rides on different days to 
Devils Tower, Mount Rushmore twice, 
Spearfish Canyon and Crazy Horse 
Monument. I logged about I ,000 
miles on these rides during the week 
and about 800 for my round-trip mile-
age from Denver. The weather was 
sunny and warm with an occasional 
shower thrown in. No serious, uncom-
fortable weather encountered by me 
this year. 

One week of good weather, good 
friends, and nice rides make up For 
an incredible trip. This was my tenth 
one since 1979 and I will be making it 
every year I can for as long as I ride.  

- Happy  

Sturgis 2003 - Happy (Ron Beers) 
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Hi Steve, I thought you might like to 
see a few sidecars and our annual 
abate bike show (Lincoln, NB, 2/20-
21/04).  This was the 18th year for the 
show and it was a sell out as usual, 
over 270 bikes. 

I got 1st antique and 1st sidecar and 
a big plaque for being in the show for 

many years and a pen & pencil set 
that says Abate Show. Not bad for an 
old man. 

Next year s show on 2-19/20/05 will 
be something about the Glory days 

 

should be neat. 
My 51 Indian 80 has 31 miles on it 

since complete restore, all chrome re-

plated, new paint, frame powder 
coated, motor all new inside, clutch 
cases polished, heads, intake mani-
fold, cam case and oil pump polished 
it s black & shimmery.   

- Vern Goodwin 

 
Vern Goodwin s award winning 51 Indian 
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Dear Sidecaring Friends,  

This collection is the result of about 
12 years of buying anything I could 
afford when I saw it. Also friends and 
relatives have provided additions as 
gifts. (Many of the gifts turn out to 
have duplicated some rig that I al-
ready had.) Thus I have 38 items not 
counting two pictures and a pillow. I 
have gotten into trouble for bringing 
home a toy just before my birthday 
because my wife had bought the 
same toy at the Harley shop that I 
had! 

I scout gift shops, flea markets, an-
tique stores and bike rallies. Sidecar 
memorabilia is a fun thing to collect. 
The happy meal stuff is so cheap! 

The dealers at the flea markers don t 
seem to realize they are being listed 
in the collector books. Match Box and 
Hot Wheels are sources also- the 
Hero City Matchbox item was on a 
pre-Christmas sale last December. 
Hallmark shops have items on occa-
sion. The Christmas Village sets in 
gift shops sometimes include rigs as 
a part of a display. The Sees Candy 
bank is still available from Sees 
Candy as far as I know. Harley shops 
often stock the collector repro banks 
and toys but the prices reflect the 
Harley Pricing . 
I have provided these pictures and 

supplementary information for the 
enjoyment of other sidecar nuts that 
might he collecting or are just inter-

ested in the hobby. 
My wife and I enjoyed the LaCrosse 

rally last summer. It is such a joy to 
get together with other riders and 
share stories and look at each other s 
rigs. The weather was good. the mos-
quitoes weren t too had. The conver-
sation was great. I hope to be able to 
do this again sometime. This coming 
summer My brother and I are travel-
ing the other direction to Alaska on 
our motorcycles so we won t be get-
ting to Bean Blossom.   

Sincerely 
Will Short (USCA #1598) 
Sioux Falls, SD  

My Sidecar Toy Collection - Will Short 

 

The whole collection, which includes the pictures and a pillow. 
 (from my brother-in-law - The Harley guy in the family.) 
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Largest and Smallest. 
Rear - by far the ugliest pair of riders known to man! 

Front: the tiny Duoglide rig ornament 

 
The Cast Resin Group 

Front: A pair of hogs on a hog rig 
Back: Santa with gifts, Santa & Mrs. Claus 

 

Left - The Ceramic Group 
From  lower left and clockwise - Pair of pigs on a rig. 
(heads are salt and pepper shakers! M&Ms candy 

dish, Betty Boop (bike is pepper, the sidecar comes 
off the frame as the salt shaker) Racers - bike is pep-

per shaker, car is salt shaker 

Left - The Happy Meal 
Group. (left to right) 
Louie Anderson with pet 
fish on sidecar. Anamani-
acs - Squirrle on bike, 
chipmunk in car. Pig on 
watermelon bike and pig 
in gox sidecar. Two Gar-
field s with Odie in the 
car. 
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In the mid 1940 s the best retreat 
from reality on hot summer days was 
to go to the Saturday afternoon mov-
ies and languish in the darkness, rel-
ishing the best air conditioning the 
town had to offer. If you were lucky, 
one of the girls with Shirley Temple 
curls from your class at school would 
meet you at the movie. Real luck was 
when she was cute and had her own 
dime the price of admission. 

The movie played over and over, 
continuously, throughout the after-
noon. You could stay as long as you 
wanted to if you didn t put your feet 
on the chair in front. If you dared to 
worry your mother, you would stay 
about half way through the showing of 
the next movie. 

Roy Rogers, Gene Autrey and Lash 
LaRue, The Lone Ranger and Tonto, 
and The Little Rascals were the usual 
fare. There were previews of next 
week s movies, cartoons and some-
times there was a serial (yesterday s 
equivalent to a soap opera). But al-
ways, there was the Movietone 
News . You could watch real-time 
films of events from around the world.  
Most of the time the news was only 
one week old. TV and CNN had not 
yet come to our town. 

A chubby little freckle-faced kid sat 
in the darkness and waited each 
week to see if there were going to be 
any sidecar races on the Movietone 
News this week. Occasionally, he 
was rewarded with clips of racing ac-
tion Europe. He never said anything 
to anybody, but from the age of six he 
had a fascination with sidecars. 

During the week, he played with the 
neighbor kids, fought with his siblings, 
did chores, shot his BB gun, played 
cowboy, went fishin and did what 
other kids did (like trying to ferment a 
bottle of Welch s Grape juice to see if 
it really would change into wine). 
Every Saturday, he went to the mov-
ies hoping so see a little sidecar ac-
tion. 

One day, he was sitting on the curb 
beside his bicycle at the north end of 
Bailey Street, down by Miss Rhea s 
house, when he heard something that 

he had never heard before. He looked 
to the west, hearing the sound grow 
louder and louder until he saw it . It 
was a huge motorcycle. It was white 
at one time, though you could hardly 
tell from the grease and dirt. It had 
greasy, dusty, floppy, fringed, black 
leather saddlebags, fishtail pipes and 
no windshield. The saddle was big 
and long. It was black and had fringe 
and springs in the back. There was 
black leather fringe hanging down 
from the handlebars. 

The rider was an old man, appear-
ing to be about 25 or 30 years old. He 
was wearing  engineers boots, a 
black leather jacket, a black leather 
cap and goggles. He had a cigarette 
hanging from his mouth. He was al-
most as dirty as was his motorcycle. 

He downshifted as he came to a 
stop just a block away. He turned to-

ward the chunky little kid and shifted 
up a time or two, then down-shifted 
again, made a right turn at Miss 
Rhea s house and headed south, out 
of sight, never to be seen again, but 
forever etched in the mind of that little 
fat kid. 

That little fat kid was me.   
Then one day Dad brought home a 

well-worn Briggs and Stratton engine.  
My brother and I bolted it to a board, 
put some gas in the tank, wound the 
rope around the starter and gave it a 
mighty pull. Nothing happened. We 
wound and pulled and wound and 
pulled and wound and pulled until our 

arms ached. Sometimes it would 
start, but most of the time it didn t. 
When it did run, we experimented 
with some galvanized pipe from Dad s 
shop, making custom exhausts which 
would have made Rube Goldberg 
proud. 

Dad had a friend killed on a motor-
cycle when he was in college. He did-
n t care much for such things and 
wasn t shy about making his feelings 
known. 

My parents wouldn t even let me 
have a motor scooter when I was 
growing up, much less a motorcycle. 
In doing so, they probably saved my 
life. I wasn t a particularly smart kid.  
Whenever I could beg a ride on a 
friend s motorcycle, as far as I was 
concerned, there was no such thing 
as a throttle; there was simply an on 
and off switch. Fortunately I lived 
through my rather exuberant youth 
with allot of misses and no real 
hits . 

After I left home I couldn t wait to 
own a motorcycle. I ve since owned a 
number of motorcycles in my life, from 
UJMs to the big Harley Electra-Glide 
and the BMWs, but the one that stole 
my heart was the Guzzi I saw in the 
early 70s. There was something mys-
tical about those big jugs hanging out 
to either side that just simply got un-
der my skin. 

Around Thanksgiving 2000, while 
surfing E-bay Motors, I spotted a 
Moto Guzzi California II with a Texas 
Sidecar for sale. It was exactly what I 
was looking for, down to the color and 
the model. It just so happened that 
Bob Darden of Texas Sidecars had 
put up his own personal rig for bid. I 
wrote Bob and told him that I wasn t 
going to bid, but that if he didn t sell 
the rig, to get in touch with me. 

Then came a time in my life when I 
had a sick spell and realized I wasn t 
getting any younger. Time came to 
re-evaluate some priorities. I decided 
that if I was ever going to own a side-
car, rather than just dream about it, 
I d better hurry up and get it before I 
croaked.  I wasn t ready to give up my 

(Continued on page 19)  

First Rig - Tom Hansen  

The rider was an 
old man, appearing 
to be about 25 or 
30 years old. He 
was wearing  engi-
neers boots, a 
black leather 
jacket, a black 
leather cap and 
goggles.  
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BMW and I really don t have the kind 
of income to live the lifestyle that I so 
richly deserve. Nonetheless, I de-
cided that I was gonna have this rig. 
I d worry about how to pay for it later. 

I corresponded with Bob and Deb 
Darden for several weeks, trying to 
get myself up to speed on the condi-
tion of the rig and whether I would 
actually enjoy the thing after I bought 
it. I was hesitant at first because there 
have been a few times in my life that 
my dreams did not turn out to coin-
cide with reality. 

With the patience of Job, Bob and 
Deb embarked on a teaching session 
over the Internet and managed to lay 
to rest most of my fears. Soon, it be-
came apparent that I was going to 
have to find a way to go to Texas and 
take a look.   

About the same time all the above 
was happening I learned I was sched-
uled to go to Houston on business. It 
must have been providence!  

I was to fly out of Midland, Texas to 
Houston and return home four days 
later. I modified my flight plans and 
had my oldest son, Michael, pick me 
up at Dallas/Fort Worth (DFW) Airport 
on the return trip.   

Michael dropped me off in Denton, 
Texas where I met a longtime friend. 
The neat thing about this friend is that 
he drove all the way to Denton, a dis-
tance of some 600 miles, just so he 
could look at the rig before I bought it.  
This friend s name is Bob Elder.   

So now, I m bobbin along with two 
Bobs. I guess for the sake of clarity, 
I ll have to refer to them by their last 
names, though I really don t like to do 
so. 

Bob Elder and I lived in the same 
town, Ruidoso, New Mexico, during 
the late 70 s and were continually get-
ting involved in some kind of weird 
project. He had an old Triumph Bon-
neville basket case that he d found 
and resuscitated. That Triumph 
shifted on the right side. My first ride 
on that thing was a hoot! I kept trying 
to shift with the brake and brake with 
the shift. Some time afterwards, I fi-
nally got the hang of it. Elder later 
built a sidecar rig from scratch and 
hooked it up to the Bonnie. I helped 

him in a gopher sort of way on both 
projects. We also rescued a Honda 
305 scrambler and a wrecked MGB. 
We didn t have any money, but we 
did have a place to work and were 
young enough to really believe that 
we could fix anything. Ah, but I di-
gress! 

Elder later put the sidecar on a 
Gold Wing and continued to ride it for 
several more years. Eventually, he 
took the rig apart and returned to rid-
ing solo. Yet, I figured he knew more 
about sidecars than I, so I was glad to 
have him along on my quest for my 
first sidecar. We left Denton early the 
next day in search for the elusive 
town of Leonard, Texas. 

The Darden s live and have their 
shop in Leonard, Texas. You can only 
get there with very specific directions 
from Bob. My internet maps didn t 
even show a highway to Leonard.  

When we finally found Texas Side-
cars we were immediately ushered 
into the office and offered a cup of 
coffee. We hit it off with Bob and Deb 
big time. We visited for a long time, 
getting to know each other. We didn t 
mind staying in the office because it 
was cold. Texas cold!  And windy. I 
really was not looking forward to the 
test drive in those conditions, and I 
was getting very close to thinking 
what am I doing here?

 

I had shipped all my riding gear 
ahead of me and it was waiting in the 
office. I dug my helmet out and 

started to get my leathers out. Darden 
told me I wouldn t need them as he 
had an Aerostitch I could wear since it 
appeared that we were about the 
same size. I d never worn a Stitch 
and I wanted to try it out, so that was 
settled.   

We made our way to the shop and 
Darden opened the door. In the 
musky half-light stood a beautiful 
black Guzzi with matching sidecar. I 
was a whole lot excited and maybe a 
little bit scared because I was about 
to step into the unknown world of 
three wheels. 

Darden cranked the Goose and 
threw a bucket of bolts, nuts and sun-
dry scrap metal into the sidecar. At 
first, I was slightly offended. I didn t 
want that crap in MY sidecar. Now, 
I m glad he did. Several days later, I 
was to find out why. 

I offered the first ride to Elder, tell-
ing him that if the blessed thing fell 
apart, I wanted him to be on it. By 
now, I had gone from being a little bit 
scared to a downright panic. My 
thoughts at the time were: What in 
the heck am I doing here anyway? 
I m liable to kill myself on that thing. 
Reckon anybody would notice if I just 

went home?

 

Darden drew a map of a route to 
follow on an old scrap of lumber and 
Elder took off. While he was gone on 
the test ride, Darden and I visited. 
While we were visiting, one of his twin 
cats wandered past. A few minutes 

(Continued from page 18) 

(Continued on page 20) 

 

Tom Hansen s first rig 
A Moto Guzzi California II with Texas Sidecar 
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I will be the clubs Vice President for 
the years 6/04 through 6/06. I am go-
ing to try to have an article in The 
Sidecarist every issue; the topics will 
be from rallies attended to Board of 
Director news to tech articles. The 
following is the first such article.   

I would like to encourage all USCA 
members to vote for all candidates of 
their choice listed on the ballot, even 
if that candidate is running unop-

posed. Last year there were nearly 
250 votes cast in the election, which 
at that time amounted to about 1/3d 
of the membership, and hopefully this 
year even more members will partici-
pate in the process that will decide 
how the club is governed in the fu-
ture. It is the members club, and both 
President John Kennedy and I will 
strive to return this club to the mem-
bership, and to do that we need to 
hear from the members. PLEASE 

take part in this process and let us 
know that you are out there and that 
you care about your club.  

- Colby M Cousineau # 6840  

Letter to the Editor - Colby Cousineau #6840 

before, his shop buddy, Peppy the 
skunk made his appearance.  Darden 
told me not to be concerned as Peppy 
was just passing through. Sure 
enough, Peppy didn t stay long. In 
one door and out the other. 

Elder returned and I took the con-
trols. I did a pretty good job of ob-
structing traffic for the first several 
miles and survived my first few cor-
ners. I was feeling better and gassed 
the Goose. Sheesh! The Guzzi had a 
wonderful sound and driving the rig 
wasn t as scary as I thought. Made 
the round trip back to Texas Sidecars 
via a pretty decent detour because I 
missed a turn I had been instructed to 
take. They laughed as I pulled in the 
driveway coming from the wrong di-
rection. 

Fortunately for me, Elder had been 
watching the weather and had 
brought a trailer. I had intended to 
ride the rig home, but with the sorry 
weather and the fact that I was recov-
ering from surgery, I was glad we to 
have the trailer. 

We loaded the rig, but had to split it 
as it was too wide for the trailer. We 
put the chair in the pickup and the 
motorcycle on the trailer.  Darden and 
Deb invited us to have lunch with 
them. It was around 1:00 PM when 
we finally left.   

We made it Snyder, Texas that 
night and came on home to Carlsbad, 
NM the next day, arriving about noon.  
We went to a local barbeque joint for 
a sandwich before we unloaded the 
rig. The retired founder of the barbe-
que place came over to the table and 

wanted to go look at the Guzzi. He s 
in his mid 70 s and doesn t ride any-
more due to poor health, but he has 
owned several Guzzis in the past and 
wanted to take a look. 

Elder and I took the rig home, 
unloaded it and put it back together. 
He took off for Ruidoso and I went 
inside for a nap.   

When I woke up, I fired the Guzzi 
up and drove across the street to visit 
my neighbor whose name is, you 
guessed it, Bob. Now this Bob 
(Bridges) is in his late 70 s and had 

ridden motorcycles for years, from 
Harleys to Gold Wings to a Guzzi 
Convert. He s also quite a wrench, 
maintaining his vehicles, his grand-
children s and the widder woman s 
car next door. Bob still owns and 
rides his Honda 90 s and his Honda 
185. He also keeps an old Cushman 
Eagle, modified for hunting, in running 
condition. 
I knocked on his door and he an-

swered. I told him I wanted to show 
him my new toy. He said he had al-
ready seen it; he had come over dur-
ing my nap. We visited for a few min-

utes and I left. I really wanted to get 
some seat time before my wife (Anita) 
got home from work. 
Anita had ridden many miles with me 

in the past. It pretty well came to an 
end when she was learning to ride 
her own bike and kissed the pave-
ment. She would still ride with me 
from time to time, but since I no 
longer owned a dresser , she didn t 
enjoy the rides as much as she used 
to. Most of the people I ride with are 
couples, so I constantly felt like the 
odd man out, regardless of the fact 
that I knew I was welcome to ride with 
them. I enjoy my wife s company and 
I had high hopes that she would 
someday again enjoy taking trips with 
me. 
I had gotten to the place that I was 

comfortable with just myself for com-
pany and took solo rides frequently, 
but something was still missing. That 
was my partner that I so enjoy shar-
ing things with.  
Anita came home from work and I 

asked if she would want to go for a 
ride. She said no. I thought, Oh well, 
I m going to go to rallies by myself if I 
have to . I d done it before and I d do 
it again. 
After dinner, she said she d like to go 

look at Christmas lights .in the side-
car! We did just that, night after night 
during the remainder of the season.  
She would put her helmet, jacket and 
gloves on and throw a blanket over 
her lap. She liked that!   

(Tom s First Rig will conclude in the 
July/August issue of The Sidecarist.)  

(Continued from page 19)  

I did a pretty good 
job of obstructing 
traffic for the first 
several miles and 
survived my first few 
corners. I was feel-
ing better and 
gassed the Goose. 
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Editor s note: When I started as 
Editor of The Sidecarist last year, the 
first issue I produced came with an 
story excerpted from Stub s travels. 
Acting Editor Al Olme told me I had 
carte blanch to cut from Stub s jour-
nals as I saw fit. I promptly forgot all 
about Stub - that is until his journals 
started appearing in my inbox! There 
were so many! How was I ever going 
to figure out what to do with all this? 

Enter Assistant/Associate/At 
Large/Remote Resource Editor Barry 
Irvin. Barry was the guy who pulled 
the Tri-fold brochure together and 
made it work. Here, he has done 
some judicious editing to give you the 
flair and flavor Stub Davis. 

Thanks Barry! And thanks Stub for 
being so accommodating in our use 
of his material in The Sidecarist. 

- Steve  

Oh West...how far, how far...with 
weary arms and buttocks... Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and Illi-
nois...  

Mesmerized by the miles I doggedly 
follow the dashed yellow line, feeling 
heated air pour around my legs and 
torso, gluing the nylon interlayer to 
my skin. The threat of rain, patiently 
waiting in the wings, scurried across 
stage center on the second day. Tem-
peratures were almost reasonable as 
I crossed Pennsylvania under a bril-
liant blue sky...then the weather gods 
had the temerity to rain on my parade 
as I streaked through Ohio. Indiana 
saw temperatures reach 90 and for 
the first time I regretted wearing any 
clothes at all. 

With a feeling of peace I absorbed 
the pastoral openness of tidy farm 
homes nestled in stands of pines, 
sheltered from the vagaries of 
weather. The land rises and falls 
holding new growth in its gentle em-
brace. Waving carpets of corn 
pleases my eye. In weeks it will grow 
as high as an elephants eye.  
The labyrinth of roads known as The 
Greater Chicago Highway Inter-
change and Transportation Network 
(a.k.a. - Slow Way, Confuse the Visi-

tor) extends in every direction from 
City Center to remote suburbs. I 
planned to visit my brother Guy for a 
day (...or two...) if his jokes or cun-
ningly concealed threats of bodily 
harm (resulting from MY loutish be-
havior as a child, he eagerly points 
out)...don't drive me away. Since I 
wouldn't have a prayer of finding my 
brother's home in Long Grove, I 
called for instructions and was told to 
meet in town at the large public park-
ing lot. I did so with a minimum of 
angst. 

Long Grove, for the uninitiated, is a 
small village with its share of antique 
styled furniture stores, gift shops, res-
taurants and flower gardens. Famous 
for its strawberry and other fruit la-
beled festivals, the village draws 

enormous crowds, keeping the locals 
at home. Preparations were well un-
der way with bright tents lining the 
streets but thankfully not the crowds. 
The parking area is large enough to 
accommodate dozens of tour buses 
and SUVs 

Thursday, my second day, I per-
suaded Guy to drive us north to the 
small town of Union so we could ex-
plore the Illinois Railway Museum. 
Next to sidecars I'm enthralled by 
trains. Advertised as America's larg-
est Historic Railway Museum, it was 
founded in 1953 and staffed solely by 
volunteers. The place is enormous 
with steam, diesel electric, streetcars, 
interurban, passenger and freight 
cars. The museum offers daily rides 
on two electric Interurban cars. A 

street car loop circles the display, 
storage and restoration buildings. A 
longer set of rails extends two miles 
into the countryside providing passen-
gers the limited experience of com-
muting by trolley. Truly it is a train 
lover's paradise.  

On Friday morning I left Brother 
Guy in the drive waving goodbye as I 
began my journey north to spend two 
days at the United Sidecar Rally in 
Wisconsin over the June 22nd week-
end. Four hours later I reached La 
Crosse. Riding at sixty-five for hours 
and then crawling in traffic for 12 
miles is a real comedown, but for 
once was an advantage. The USCA 
newsletter with directions had type 
that was small and difficult to see with 
my tired eyes. At every stop light I 
eyeballed the route numbers, so it 
was steer, stop, read, steer, stop, 
read. Finally, miles later, I motored up 
to a large sign announcing the en-
trance to Goose Island Campground, 
site of the rally. 
Hidden away among the backwaters 
of the Mississippi, the county s largest 
campground is all grass and trees. 
The rally site was tucked among a tall 
stand of pines. The sun filtering 
through thousands of intertwined 
branches cast soft shadows. Parking 
in the shade I checked in and almost 
immediately found three friends, two I 
hadn't expected to see. Colby 
Cousineau, Rally Chairman, had the 
twin of my hack parked in the shade. 
Tom Hansen of New Mexico, Chair-
man of the Spring USCA Regional 
rally in Carlsbad also made the trip, 
as well as Bob Darden, de-
signer/owner of the Texas Sidecar 
Company. 

Bob Darden and I got together for 
supper that evening and between 
bites of dead cow talked about what 
aspects of our life are dear to 
us surprisingly there was little con-
versation about motorcycles. Darden 
does make a fine product and to help 
support the Association made the 
grand gesture of donating a sidecar 
that was to be raffled off at Saturday's 

(Continued on page 22)  

On the road with Stub Davis 

On Friday morning I 
left Brother Guy in the 
drive waving goodbye 
as I began my journey 
north to spend two days 
at the United Sidecar 
Rally in Wisconsin over 
the June 22nd weekend. 
Four hours later I 
reached La Crosse.  
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dinner meeting. I have to fess up and 
mention I missed half of what Bob 
said. The restaurant was noisy, he 
speaks softly and the hearing in my 
left ear is impaired. So what to do but 
smile allot, nod and throw in a couple 
of "is that so" or "well I'll be 
damned" or..."you must be shitting 
me." If he reads this he'll be surprised 
I'm so good at fooling folks, especially 
Texans. 
I was too late for the Friday breakfast 
ride, but made up for it Saturday 
morning. Tom Hansen had his first 
ride in a Hannigan car. He was so 
comfortable he wanted to ride it back 
to New Mexico. I said okay but we'd 
have to go to Canada first. He copped 
out by saying his wife really missed 
him and should get back. He sat quite 
still, hair blowing back, soaking up the 
rush of cool air. I thought he'd fallen 
asleep, but no, he was basking in the 
feeling of flying a foot off the ground.  
We rode South on Highway 35 into 
Stoddard to break our fast. Downtown 
is too grand a word for Stoddard but it 
did have a small restaurant with a 
rural feel. It was nothing fancy, but 
good grub.  

Let the games begin. Every sidecar 
rally has games. Pitting the more ex-
perienced against the least, the 
youngest against the oldest, it turned 
out to be a pleasant and fun filled af-
ternoon. Blindfolded riders, receiving 
directions from a passenger attempt 
to navigate a serpentine course. Not 
easy and at times hysterical. The ball 
toss from a moving bike was not easy 
for most. Children played their part in 
the games and sometimes got carried 
the day. Water-in-a-cup-on-a-tray bal-
ancing act was not as easy as it 
looked with some participants getting 
a good soaking. Flying the chair was 
appreciated by the spectators. Some 
riders were most adept at keeping the 
chair in the air as they turned left and 

right. It ain't easy. I've done it a few 
times when I had no intention of doing 
so.  
Saturday evening the club hosted a 
great chicken diner. The food was, as 
my friend Johnny Badkin would say, 
scrumptious. For the first time, in time 
beyond reckoning, I was third in line 
to eat. I didn't knock down any old 
geezers to get in line which is kinda 
funny as I got the award for the oldest 
geezer at the rally. Lean in closer, I 
wanna tell ya sump'in. I was not the 
oldest looking guy there.  But some-
body let the cat out of the bag. All of a 
sudden I'm the oldest. How did that 
happen? One minute Biker Boy, next 
minute I'm being helped out of the 
saddle. Geeesh! 

In all modesty I must mention that the 
next award, for Literary Excellence, 
was given to your reporter. Never 
been so surprised in my life. Those 
are big words for a journal writer. 
There are hundreds of thousands of 
excellent writers published in newslet-
ters, magazines, newspapers, books 
and hundreds of other periodicals. To 
be considered a member of that fam-
ily is a pleasure and an honor. My 
thanks to the President and Board of 
the USCA for this award, the first I'm 
told. I must thank Spell Check for pro-
viding clean copy.  
I left La Crosse Sunday morning on 
my ride back to Rockford to keep a 
luncheon appointment with Linda 
Grist Cunningham, an editor I worked 
with at the Morristown Daily Record 
twenty years ago. We hadn't spoken 
or been in touch until I talked to Bill 

Denellen, another alumni from the 
Daily Record (now working for The 
Record), who told me she was some-
where in Illinois working for a Gannet 
paper. Pulling up info on the web, I 
found her working as Executive Editor 
for the Rockford Register Star.  I 
emailed, we made contact, and sev-
eral emails later made a date for 
lunch on the 25th.   
I decided to follow Route14 as it wan-
dered southeast to Madison after 
overhearing folks talking about what a 
great ride they had along it. Sounded 
like my kinda ride. Packed and rolling 
I returned to the campground and 
said my goodbyes to Tom and Colby. 
Al Olme had already left and Bob 
Darden was on his way back home to 
Leonard, Texas and his wife Debbie. 
New friends soon become old friends. 
Isn't that the grand way of things?  
Life is good. 

Route 14 was beautiful. The coun-
tryside changed continually. I putted 
along at 45 to soak it all up, occasion-
ally allowing cars to pass when their 
impatience with my leisurely pace 
became critical. I made a quick stop 
in Coon Valley to grab a photo of a 
large mural celebrating the town's 
founding 150 years ago:  an eye 
catching painting of dozens of rac-
coons dancing around a large birth-
day cake. Kinda cute. My next stop 
was non-photographic. I spotted a 
bakery...thank God, in Westby. A 
small town...yes, but with a BAKERY. 
It was still mid-morning, but who 
could pass up a 10:30 snack... 

When I reached the little town of 
Richland Center I was treated to an 
impressive sight of approximately 325 
American flags fluttering from equally 
spaced poles. I got off the bike, took 
some photos, hoping I could find 
someone to talk to when I noticed the 
door to the building was open. I wan-
dered over. A friendly gal named 
Debbie was restocking the bar. She 
told me folks stop every day and I 
was the first that morning. The flags, 
she said, are part of American Legion 
Post #13's tribute to Vets from both 
World Wars, Korea, and Viet Nam. 
She said that so far it was the only 
Flag Park in Wisconsin. We talked a 

(Continued from page 21) 
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If he reads this he'll be 
surprised I'm so good 
at fooling folks, espe-
cially Texans. 

Lean in closer, I wanna 
tell ya sump'in. I was not 
the oldest looking guy 
there.  But somebody let 
the cat out of the bag. All 
of a sudden I'm the old-
est. How did that hap-
pen? One minute Biker 
Boy, next minute I'm be-
ing helped out of the 
saddle. Geeesh! 
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bit more and I left to walk through the 
display again. Never saw so many 
American flags in one place. Very 
impressive.  

My next stop was a surprise. Enter-
ing Spring Green, I saw a sign direct-
ing travelers to the Frank Lloyd 
Wright Visitor s Center. Wright is con-
sidered by most to be the 20th Cen-
tury's greatest American architect. 
The community of Spring Green has 
been the site of Wright's Taliesin, the 
most personal of his impressive mas-
terpieces. Originally designed in 
1902, the house was ever evolving up 
to the time of his death. Entry is 
through the Visitor s Center, a build-
ing originally designed by Wright as 
the Riverview Terrace Restaurant, 
now serving as a large bookstore, gift 
shop, cafe, and exhibits.  Replicas of 
his furniture, lamps, leaded glass win-
dow designs, blankets, drawings and 
posters provided insight into the man 
and his passions. For years Wright 
was one of my hero's, as I had had 
the privilege of photographing the 
man in my early years as a news pho-
tographer.  

I arrived in Rockford late that after-
noon under a cloudy, rain-at-any-
minute kind of sky. I encamped at a 
Red Roof Motel and in the morning 
drove downtown to look for Linda 
Cunningham s paper, the Rockford 
Register Star. Linda s been on my 
short list of favorite people since she 
helped me through a difficult experi-
ence at the Daily Record. Never for-
got her kindness and willingness to 
listen. 

Wednesday dawned clear and 
sunny. I emptied the hack hoping 
Linda would like an opportunity to ride 
in a modern chair.  I found the build-
ing in good time, received my stick-on 
pass at the door, and started my 
climb to the second floor. I hadn't 
reached the top step when I heard a 
familiar voice which gave me the feel-
ing of a big hug. We complimented 
each other on how good each of us 
looked after twenty years. Let me tell 
you, did she look good! Those twenty 
years could have been two. The 
years should treat me so well. I got 
the grand tour, meeting a number of 

staffers. As a rule I don't think about 
the newspaper game after all these 
years, until I visit a paper and old 
emotions surface. It was very nostal-
gic. I could have slipped right in, 
picked up a camera and never 
missed a beat (errr...shot). We spent 
time in her office playing catch-up. 
Linda loved the sidecar. Brad, her 
picture editor, followed us to the 
street and shot some photos.  She 

wanted to show me Rockford and the 
area where she's lived for almost 13 
years. Lunch was delightful and upon 
return to her office we sat for another 
hour of conversation. What a great 
experience to connect again.   There 
are people who touch our lives, how-
ever briefly, and remain with us for-
ever. Linda Grist Cunningham is one 
of them. 

On Thursday I bid Rockford adieu 
and set my wheels in motion for Can-
ada by way of North Michigan, along 
the North shore of Lake Michigan.  A 
mountainous, sparsely populated 
area protected by a number of na-
tional and state parks, it's wild beauty 
is as exciting to the traveler as can be 
found anywhere in North America. My 
crossover point was at Sault St. 
Marie s, and from there on to Midland, 
home of Ron and Sylvia Foster. 

Ron and Sylvia have been good 
friends for 14 years. Bea and I were 
living on our sailboat in a marina on 
the Hudson River when the Fosters, 
traveling south from Lake Erie, mo-
tored into the marina for a propeller 
replacement. As it turned out, they 
waited ten days for a fix, so Bea and I 
became their American cousins. We 

spent a great deal of time together, 
honing our Scrabble skills. If truth be 
told, they were closet professionals. 
As I remember we didn't win a game. 
Finally they were able to continue on 
to Florida and then on to the Baha-
mas (methinks they got bored with 
our amateur status as Scrabble play-
ers). Over the years we stayed in 
touch, meeting when they drove to 
Florida to commission their boat for 
another few months of sailing. We 
even drove to Canada to see them 
and of course there was always 
email.   

When I finally got there it was a 
great visit. They had wonderful patio 
deck on which to relax and bask in 
the warm sun. Weather was much 
better than in the states. You know 
why? They send all the bad weather 
south. Canada is our greatest trading 
partner...right? So it follows we get 
their weather shipments tariff free. 
Well that was okay with me, eh. I en-
joyed my week's visit which only rein-
forced my feelings that Canadians 
and Americans are under the skin, 
very much alike. A country with 30 
million citizens, Canadians are, to me 
at least, as Americans were 50 years 
ago. I don't know anyone my age that 
doesn't look back at the Fifties with 
longing, when families were closer, 
our culture simpler, and our future 
brighter, despite world tensions. We 
were excited about life. That's my 
take on Canadians today. We share 
the longest, unguarded border in the 
world. How fortunate for both our 
countries. 

I left early Saturday morning in 
bright sunshine headed back to the 
States via the Sarnia/Port Huron 
crossing. From there I took route 69 
through Flint and Lansing around 
which I stopped for the night. The 
next morning I rode to Battle Creek, 
had breakfast at you know 
where...switched to Route 94 and 
followed the Lake Michigan shore to 
Michigan City, Indiana and back to 
Long Grove and my brother Guy and 
his wife Sylvia. As the afternoon aged 
the clouds thickened. The large num-
ber of thunderstorms in this area of 
Illinois at this time helped me to de-

(Continued from page 22) 
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Weather was much 
better than in the 
states. You know why? 
They send all the bad 
weather south. Canada 
is our greatest trading 
partner...right? So it 
follows we get their 
weather shipments tar-
iff free.  
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cided to stay until the weather window 
was more positive. I did have the op-
portunity to see my nephew Rick who 
took us all to breakfast Monday morn-
ing...at a Mexican fast food restau-
rant. That's right...breakfast in a Mexi-
can fast food restaurant!  

Since my arrival, Guy and I are 
keeping an eye on the weather for 

different reasons. I want to leave for 
Iowa and he wants me to leave. He 
likes to sleep in the morning and I 
don't. I eat all his favorite food before 
he can. I don't like the programs he 
watches. I'm smarter than he is. He 
doesn't think so. I was my mother's 
favorite. He strongly disagrees. I'm 
better looking. He really doesn't agree 
with that statement at all. So you see, 
we're brothers and love each other. 

I held him out a second story win-
dow once, by his feet and for some 
reason he's still upset. We didn't have 
a lot of history together growing up. 
I'm 9 years older but we really do get 
along. He and his wife are a wonder-
ful couple and I envy their relation-
ship. It's been a great visit and the 
poor weather gave us a chance to 

spend time together. Now if I can just 
get him to forgive and forget that sec-
ond story episode ..  

Finally the weatherman smiled in 
our direction. All the black clouds, 
crashing lightening, rain and threat of 
tornadoes hurried east to New Jer-
sey. It was time to get cracking, pack 
and move on. The sun cast long, 
warm shadows as we left. I followed 
Guy to Walker Brother's Pancake 
House for our last meal together. 
Here the scrumptious meal and fast 
service made for an unforgettable 
experience. If you ever find yourself in 
the Northwest Chicago area, run, do 
not walk, for a morning culinary treat.  

Soon after, the brilliant sun filtering 
through billowy white clouds cast 
moving shadows as I sped west along 
state road 20 and took in some of 
Illinois most beautiful farmland. The 
countryside was a washboard of hills 
and valleys. At one rest area a 75 foot 
wooden tower enabled travelers to 
climb above the trees for a panoramic 
view. The structure creaked as a 
fresh wind tore at my clothes. The 
clouds began to darken. Curtains of 
rain filled the horizon. It was hard to 
tell if the highway would lead me into 
the rain or circle around.  

On making Galena, I found the 
home of Ulysses S. Grant, our 16th 
President. The brick house is sited on 
a hill surrounded by tall trees. A small 
porch guards the front entrance. I was 
surprised by the smallness of the 
house but awed by the history played 
out in its rooms. One could sense the 
history that faintly stirred within its 
walls.  

My return to the Wing was in the 

rain. I covered myself with a jacket 
(don't know why I bothered, I was just 
as wet inside as out). The rain fell as 
if I'd ridden under a waterfall. I made 
my way slowly back to Route 20, 
wondering how soon I'd be in the 
clear.  

The rest of the trip through Iowa to 
the small northeastern town of Sum-
ner was a repeat of the Galena rain, 
but here I was anyway, back amongst 
the corn and soybeans. Iowa has 
such a scrubbed clean look, it was so 
nice to be back. Late in the afternoon 
I finally motored to the end of my 
daughter's drive, completing this leg 
of my journey. As I dismounted, my 
daughter Kyle, Jim, and the three 
grandkids greeted me with smiles and 
hugs. It didn't take long before I was 
giving everyone a ride. "Drive past 
Susie's house...take me past 
Johnny's home...hey granddad this is 
fun." Tired as I was I couldn't disap-
point such enthusiasm. Ya know, Life 
just gets better.   

Ten days in Northwest Iowa!  What 
in the world does one do in Iowa...of 
all places?  Spillville for one. Spillville 
is an Iowan town that has deep 
Czech roots, is the home of the Bily 
(Beely) clock collection, as well as 
was a stop over point for Antonin 
Dvorak during the summer of 1893. 
There we also found a fine bakery 
that produced some very fine home-
made Kolace, a traditional Czech 
pastry that is filled with any one of 
many scrumptious fruit fillings. Very 
much worth the visit.   

(to be continued in the July/August 
issue of The Sidecarist)  

(Continued from page 23)  
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1st Quarter 2004 Report on 
Income and Expenses  

INCOME    
    
2004 Rally Registrations $565.00 
Ads, Books, Paraph $32.00 
Assoc Memberships $70.00 
Contributions & Misc $109.00 
Membership $4,300.00  
------------ ------------  
TOTAL INCOME $5,076.00 
    
EXPENSES    
    
Al Roach - Salary $600.00 
AMA membershipInsurance $35.00 
Misc Expense $331.99 
Postage, UPS, FedEx $167.70 
Printing and Mailing $4,847.84 
Rally'04 $528.00 
Rally'04 Office Supplies $81.51 
Supplies & Misc $10.88  
------------ ------------  
TOTAL EXPENSES $6,602.92  
------------ ------------  
OVERALL TOTAL -$1,526.92 
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Web Site Changes  

If you have ever visited the USCA s 
official website, www.sidecar.com, 
you have been admiring and making 
use of the hard work contributed by 
long time volunteer Mike Laubenstein. 
Mike is in the process of passing the 

torch to another volunteer, Bob Stock. 
That new look and feel that is starting 
to appear is the product of Bob s hard 
work, building on the foundation pro-
vided by Mike. Under the covers, the 
hosting for www.sidecar.com has also 
changed, giving the club more stabil-
ity, space and throughput. 

The next time you visit the site, take 
a critical look at how things are laid 
out and if you have suggestions or 
comments, pro or con, send the web-
master an email. 

Thanks Mike Laubenstein for all 
your hard work and welcome Bob 
Stock!  

The annual sidecar issue of Wal-
neck s Classic Cycle Trader (May, 
2004) showed up the other day. Fea-
ture stories included riding a British 
AA Patrol sidecar outfit, An ad, re-
printed from E.M.A.P./Classic Bike 
from 1961 touting low-priced sidecars 
(how about a Pullman multi-seat sa-
loon for 65 pounds? I wonder what a 
pound was worth then?). A review of 
Doug Bingham s Griffith Park Sidecar 
Rally, another reprint from 
E.M.A.P/Classic Bike from 1956 tout-
ing a motorcycle with a built in side-
car, and finally a story on the origins 
of Jaguar as a motorcycle sidecar! 

Sittin Pretty is the title of the Grif-
fith Park write-up. (Hmm, I wonder 
how many months it will take to get 
permission to re-print?) The article 

mentions that Doug is an inductee 
into the National Motorcycle Museum 
& Hall of Fame which is located in 
Anamosa, IA. They ve got a great 
web site at 
http://www.nationalmcmuseum.org. 
Doug is listed there as an inductee 
under the Industrial class with a nice 
little bio. 

As ever, Doug Bingham has been 
keeping busy.  At the Trailblazers 
Banquet held last year in Buena Park, 
Ca, Doug, aka Mr. Sidecar was in-
ducted also into the Trailblazers Hall 
of Fame. Did you know that Doug has 
won three Emmy Awards? Doug also 
wrote Harley s & Hackers which is 
included in a newsstand-only special 
edition of American Glory: 100 years 
of Harley Davidson.

 

Now there are more than a few 
reasons that Doug is known as Mr. 
Sidecar. I ve got clippings from a 
1969 article in Popular Science talk-
ing about Doug s company, 
Sidestrider, and their 120 pound side-
car that you could have for $350! The 
article mentions how this sidecar in-
corporates Doug s 20 years of experi-
ence 

 

in 1969! How many of you are 
aware that Doug was President of the 
USCA from 1979 until 1987? Clearly, 
Mr. Sidecar is an entirely appropri-

ate moniker for Doug. 
Congratulations Doug, and don t 

stop now!  

Mr. Sidecar keeps on rolling 

In 1984, My daughter , Maralyne, (TSgt NY Air Nat'l Guard) was sent to Germany and found this attractive toy and 
shipped it to me, long before we thought of getting a sidecar (again). It came in a colorful carton with instruction is 
several languages and in about 3 dozen little pieces. Snapping it together took thought and patience. 

Lots of patience ------------------------------------------------------and a glass of vodka. 
It measures 5-1/2" x 5-1/2" xc 3" high. They called it a "Motor-roller mit Seitenwagen". 
Made by "S-Poimt" in Germany  

And--NO ! you can't have it!! - Ken Weingart  

http://www.sidecar.com
http://www.sidecar.com
http://www.nationalmcmuseum.org
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June 4-6  
25th Annual Kansas "Land of OZ" 
Rally hosted by the Kansas City 
BMW Motorcycle Club. Linn County 
Park, LaCygne, Kansas. Located on 
US 69 at K152, South of Kansas City. 
Information: Trisha Taylor, 816-353-
6571, violett.rider@earthlink.net or 
Joyce Canfield,816-390-4132, 
jhcn92@yahoo.com for more informa-
tion.  

June 4  6 
21st Annual Northern Illinois Re-
gion Sidecarist s Pow Wow  Side-
car/Trike/Solo Campout  Livingston 
County 4H Park, Pontiac, IL. USA 

 

Located north of Pontiac, IL just off 
Route 23. Take Interstate 55 to Exit 
201. Ride south on Route 23 one mile 
to a side road. Follow the signs to the 
rally.  Friday - sign in, weenie roast, 
group campfire, Saturday - breakfast 
ride, sidecar clinic, dinner ride, door 
prizes, group campfire, Sunday 

 

church service, breakfast ride, good-
byes. - $6 per tent per night, passes - 
$2 per person per day  For more 
information, contact Marilyn Johnson 
815-478-5609.  

June 4  6 
SideKars Up Nort' Klub (SKUNK) 
1st annual rally. Cameron Wisconsin 
- Pioneer Village Museum.  Everyone 
welcome, family event.  $25 per per-
son, includes Saturday night meal, 
primitive camping and more. 
www.cybermotorcycle.com/skunk  For 
more information, contact 715-549-
6131 or biker@cwizaro.com .   

June 10  13 
10th Annual Howdy Summer Side-
car Rally  Held at the Two Wheels 
Only Motorcycle Resort  Suches, GA  
30572, USA, at the intersection of GA 
180 & GA 60.  Registration includes, 
Saturday dinner, trophies, pins, door 
prizes, bike games, tours and more. - 
contact James Allmond 478-471-
9153, almond@bellsouth.net, or, 
Eddie George 706-654-2648, or, Carl 
Schantz 770-928-2111 or 
www.members.cox.net/georgiasideca

rclub . 
June 11 
4th Annual Informal Gathering of 
Sidecars, at the Americade Tour & 
Rally - Lake George, NY. USA - We 
will gather Friday between 3pm and 
6pm, at the south west corner of Fort 
George Battleground Park under the 
large Willow trees, off of West Brook 
Road, to kick tires, share stories, take 
pictures, ask questions, see and be 
seen, etc.  All sidecars are welcome, 
new, antique, home built, one off, 
unique, and bizarre.  If it has three 
wheels, we want to see it. For more 
information, contact Bruce 610-866-
1611 or  B_L_Stephens@netzero.net.  

June 18  20 
Northeast 3-Wheeler  IBMC Camp-
out  Travelers Woods of New Eng-
land Campground, Bernardston, MA. 
Exit 28 off Interstate 91 onto Route 
10, cross bridge back over Interstate 
91 and turn left on river Road. 2 tents 
per site. For more information, con-
tact Don Nolin 508-771-2261.   

June 24  27 
26th Annual, United Sidecar Asso-
ciation National Rally  To be held 
at Bill Monroe s Bean Blossom Blue-
grass Park, 5163 State Road 135, 
Bean Blossom (near Nashville), Indi-
ana. 46160 USA . 
www.beanblossom.com .Rally pin 
(first 200), Friday night weenie roast, 
Saturday catered dinner, morning 
coffee and snacks, door prizes, 
50/50, raffle prizes, sidecar judging 
and games, children activities, guided 
and self guided tours, ice cream 
rides, tech sessions, nightly campfire 
& sing-along (bring you instrument), 
longest and oldest awards and more, 
Sunday Interdenominational worship 
service. Pre-Registration package by 
June 1st, Adult (16 and over) USCA 
member $25, children (15 and under) 
free, non USCA members $35. For 
rally pre-registration, send check or 
money order (US funds) made out to 
USCA to: Bob Montague, 2634-C 

Lander Road, Jefferson, MD 21755. 
Registration package after June 1st, 

or at the event, add $5 to all prices. 

 
Rally fee includes three nights of tent 
camping. Motor homes and RV s will 
incur additional charges and must 
make reservations with Bean Blos-
som (Ray Flook 800-414-4677) prior 
to the rally. All attendees are asked to 
donate an item for the raffle. For more 
rally information, contact Bob Monta-
gue, 301-834-8789, or robertlmonta-
gue@msn.com . 
www.sidecar.com/Rally2004.htm .  

June 24  27 
4th Annual Gathering of High Per-
formance Sidecars in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains (Maggie Valley) of North 
Carolina. Most are staying at Garden 
Breeze Motel, 2541 Dellwood Road 
W., Waynesville, NC 28786, 828-926-
1976. If you live in the area and want 
to check out the rigs, we will be meet-
ing for breakfast on Sunday June 27th, 
at the Pisgah Inn Restaurant, mile 
marker 408.6 on the Blue Ridge Park-
way (20 miles south of Asheville, NC). 
For more information, go to 
http://hometown.aol.com/sidebike99/
HP/Sidecars.html or contact Roger 
Symington Sidebike99@aol.com   

June 26  27 
Jim Hogan Run.  From Gordy's Res-
taurant in Cloquet Minnesota to Ely 
Minnesota with overnight camping 
and evening meal.  $20 per person.  
A fun charity run where sidecars are 
needed to give rides to people with 
MS in the Ely area.  
www.wolfsheadrally.com/jimhogan 
218-384-9936   

July 2  4 
Midwest URALFest  Sponsored by 
Wagner s Cycle Shop, 4997 South 
U.S. Hwy. 35, Kingsbury, IN  46345. 
Admission $35 ($20 under 12). Friday 
registration opens after 2pm, Satur-
day morning local ride, afternoon 
sidecar games and tech sessions, 
evening BBQ and band under the big-
top. Sunday 3Wheeler Precision Drill 
Team at July 4th parade in LaPorte, 
IN. Door prizes for every registration. 

(Continued on page 28)  

Coming Events 

http://www.cybermotorcycle.com/skunk
http://www.members.cox.net/georgiasideca
http://www.beanblossom.com
http://www.sidecar.com/Rally2004.htm
http://hometown.aol.com/sidebike99/
HP/Sidecars.html
http://www.wolfsheadrally.com/jimhogan


THE SIDECARIST MAY-JUNE, 2004 VOLUME 28 NUMBER 3 Page 28 

For more information, contact Michael 
Wagner, 219-393-6800, Fax 219-393-
6801, sales@wagnerscycle.com, 
www.wagnerscycle.com.   

July 9  11 
Black Dog Dualsport Rally. North 
West Tour and Trail is pleased to an-
nounce the addition of a sidecar class 
and that Irbit Motorworks of America 
has committed to entering five Urals. 
Staged around Mt. Hood, Oregon. 
There will be a special S course for 
sidecars and will be about the best 
backcountry riding you can hope to 
find. If you want to ride your sidecar in 
the Nort West s premier Dualsport 
event, this is your chance. More infor-
mation and sign up forms can be 
found at: 
http://www.blackdogdualsport.com/Bl
ackDog04/Sidehacks04.htm , or con-
tact The RedMenace dand-
nepr@aol.com .  

July 22  15 
22nd Bigfoot Sidecar Rendezvous 

 

Ft. Langley, BC, Canada. For more 
information, contact Jerry Kotanko 
evenings at 604-534-6473 or Email 
Barry Bates at barry-
bates@yahoo.com .  

July 30  August 2 
2004 Canadian Sidecar Owners 
Club National Rally in Kingston, On-
tario, Canada (1000 Island Tourist 
area).  
http://tourism.kingstoncanada.com/   
www.kingston-ontario.com   
www.visit1000islands.com  The host 
campground is Rideau Acres Resort 
Campground.  www.rideauacres.com  
Registration fees include a welcome 
BBQ on Friday evening, fantastic 
roads in scenic 1000 Islands and 
around inland lakes, sidecar games, 
kids games, Sunday buffet dinner 
overlooking the St Lawrence River, 
ice cream runs, never ending coffee 
pot, and more. Early pre-registration 
(post marked before June 10, 2004) 
will include a 1000 Islands Boat 
Cruise www.rockportcruises.com/ , as 
reservations must be made over a 
month in advance for a group of this 

size. (The boat cruise will not be 
available to those registering after the 
early registration cut off date.) Pre 
registration package postmarked be-
fore June 10th, adult CSOC members 
$40, non members $45. After June 
10th , CSOC members $45, non mem-
bers $50. Children age 6-16, before 
June 10th $20, after June 10th $25. 
Children 5 and under no charge. Tent 
sites $19 per night. RV site with elec-
tric and water $29 per night. All prices 
in Canadian Dollars. For more infor-
mation or registration forms, check 
the CSOC web site at 
www.csoc.20m.com , or contact the 
rally hosts Brenda and Blake Poland. 
406 St. Augustine Drive, Oakville, 
Ontario, Canada L6K 3E9. (905)338-
0725 blake.poland@utoronto.ca    

August 20  22 
Keystone Sidecar Group Kampout - 
Kalyumet Campgrounds - R.D. 1 Box 
672, Lucinda, PA. USA  Required 
registration deadline August 15th. For 
more details contact Harry Walter at 
412-963-8327 or June at 412-833-
1393.  

August 20  22 
VRRA Vintage Motorcycle Festival. 
- The VRRA (Vintage Road Racing 
Association) www.vrra.ca  is having 
their Vintage Motorcycle Festival at 
Mosport International Raceway in 
Bowmanville, Ontario, Canada. 
www.mosport.com  Last summer the 
SRA (Sidecar Racing Association) 
www.sidecarracers.com  invited the 
Canadian Sidecar Owners Club to 
join them for the weekend at the festi-
val. Camping, bon fires, pit admission 
and manufacturer motorcycle test 
rides were some off the many things 
included in the $30 park admission 
price for the weekend. Sunday single 
day park admission price is $20. Price 
in Canadian dollars/person. For a do-
nation to charity, we could try our 
hand at being the monkey 
(passenger) on a sidecar race rig.  
We look forward to attending this 
event again. For more information 
check our web site at 
www.csoc.20m.com  , or contact 
Brian Brama. 2 Sunrise Street, Hol-
land Landing, Ontario, Canada L9N 

1H4   (905)836-0095 bri-
nette@rogers.com  

August 27  29 
Adirondack Sidecar Campout 

 
Paradise Pines Campground, P.O. 
Box 180, 4035 Blue Ridge Road, 
North Hudson, NY  12855, USA . Exit 
29 off Interstate 87. Call the camp-
grounds for reservations, 800-232-
5349  This is a nice combination 
solo/sidecar event with a chicken & 
corn roast on Saturday night, plus 
many other activities.  For more info, 
contact Millie Pease, New England 
Moto Guzzi Club, 809 Kennedy Road, 
Windsor, CT  06095, Phone 860-688-
1579, or Dale Cochran, USCA Mas-
sachusetts State Representative, 751 
Glendale Road, Wilbraham, MA 
01095, Phone 413-596-8295.  

August 29 
11th Annual Asheville Ride for Kids 
Information:  
Jon Cheney 336-996-0415 or  
jcheney@triad.rr.com.   

September 2   5 
Bigfoot Sidecar Club Kootney 
Kampout  Mirror Lake Campground 
Kaslo, B.C. 
Information: Jerry Kotanko 
604-534-6473 
sparrowhawksidecars@yahoo.ca.   

Sept. 3  6 
16th  Vintage British Motorcycle, 
Sidecar and Teardrop Rally  Live 
Oak Campground, near Lake Ca-
chuma just 15 miles north of Santa 
Barbara, CA. 
Information: John or Donna 
888-627-2559 or jmulrean@cox.net  

Sept. 10  12 
Hoosier Hacks 'So Long Summer 
Campout'  - Muscatatuck County 
Park, North Vernon, Indiana 
Information: Fred Hunteman46158, 
317-831-8105 or 
fhunteman@mw.net.   

September 24  26 
Sidecars In The Flint Hills 
Council Grove Lake, Kansas 

(Continued from page 27) 

(Continued on page 29) 

http://www.wagnerscycle.com
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Information: 
Joyce Canfield 816-232-2726 or 
jhcn92@yahoo.com.  

September 24  26 
NEMG (New England Moto Guzzi) 
Club Rally  Partridge Hollow Camp-
ground, Monson, MA. Pre-register by 
9/1: Adult: $32, Children 6-12: $19, 
under 6 free. After 9/1: Adult: $38, 
Children 6-12: $19.  
Information: 

Millie Pease 860-688-1579.    

September 24  26 
21st Ears Across the Border Side-
car Rally  Timberline RV Park Re-
sort Concrete, WA 
Information: 
Jerry Kotanko 604-534-6473 or 
sparrowhawksidecars@yahoo.ca.  

September 26 
2nd Annual TOMA Ride for Burned 
Kids. Toronto, Ontario 

Information:  
Brian Brama. (905)836-0095 or  
brinette@rogers.com  

October 23  24 
33nd Griffith Park Sidecar Rally 

 
Crystal Springs picnic area, Griffith 
Park, Los Angeles, CA 
Information:  
Doug Bingham 818-780-5542   

(Continued from page 28) 

(please include your USCA member-
ship number!)   

Classified First Time Ads  

2003 Ural Tourist 750, 225Km, not 
even broken in yet. Extras include 
driver windshield and custom hand 
shift. Financially desperate - take ad-
vantage! Asking $7,500 OBO. Kevin 
Derksen #6717 (507) 235-6465 (MN)  

1988 Goldwing/Motorvation sidecar 
with 6 gal. auxiliary gas tank, tonneau 
cover and convertible top. Electric 
lean. Unit leading link installed, 90 
amp alternator, CB, AM/FM radio, 
tape deck, intercom, sidecar has 
separate controls for CB and ra-
dio. Installed bucket seat in sidecar 

for arthritic wife. Seat moves back, 
forth, up and down and is comfortable 
for easy in and out access. 76K 
miles. Will deliver to you east of the 
Mississippi, but prefer pick-up. Asking 
$5000.00 Patrick C. Monahan # 6051 
703-670-3049- after 8 PM est. 
Pqlyr2@aol.com  

1985 BMW K100RT with FLEXIT 
sidecar, sliver, 
39K,$7500,Dayton,Oh.  
(937)837-6650 Dave Szkudlarek 
#6387 CJ3DAVE@AOL.COM  
1967 BMW R60/2 with 1954 Steib 
S500,blk.,low miles since  
rebuild,$12500,Dayton,Oh. 
(937)837-6650 Dave Szkudlarek 
#6387 CJ3DAVE@AOL.COM  

1982 Honda Ascot FT500 with 1990 
Velorex 562,14K,$3000,Dayton,Oh. 
(937)837-6650 Dave Szkudlarek 
#6387,  
CJ 3DAVE@AOL.COM   

Classified Second Time Ads  

Velorex 562E Sidecar less than 200 
miles on it. Asking $1000.00. Call 
330-496-2473 and leave message. 
Shreve, Ohio Dave #6093    

Classified Ads 

Please send in your event listings 
early so that we can be sure to in-
clude them. 

Event listings should be sent to the 
editor:   

The Sidecarist c/o 
 Steve Woodward 

17308 NE 13th Place 
Bellevue, WA  98008-3835 
sidecarist@sidecar.com. 
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USCA Books and Paraphernalia  
Books  
1. Riding With A Sidecar: English translation of a German manual originally published by the Federal Motorcycle Rid-
ers Association of Germany. Includes lots of theories, formulas, technical info and practical suggestions.  
2. Sidecar Operator Manual: The original USCA sidecar text written by Hal Kendall (most recently revised in 1988) to 
assist an experienced motorcyclist to transition to sidecar driving. This is the text used in sidecar driving prior to 1997.  
3. They Called Him Pop, The Floyd "Pop" Dreyer Story: New book by Mike Dreyer. The book chronicles the life of 
Floyd Dreyer the sidecar racer, race car builder, motorcycle retailer and sidecar builder. This is a great addition to any 
library and a must for collectors. 236 pages, hardcover with over 200 photos.   

Description  Quantity  Price  Total  
Riding With A Sidecar  $10.00 
Sidecar Operator Manual  $5.00  
They Called Him Pop  $45.45 
USCA Logo T-Shirt (grey w/ navy logo) M L XL  $10.00 
USCA Logo T-Shirt (grey w/ navy logo) XXL  $12.00 
USCA Logo Sweatshirt (grey w/ navy logo) M L XL  $15.00 
USCA Logo Sweatshirt (grey w/ navy logo) XXL  $17.00 
USCA Logo Golf Shirt (natural color) M L XL  $20.00 
USCA Logo Golf Shirt (natural color) XXL  $22.00 
USCA Logo Jacket (navy color w/ white logo, f/b) M L XL  $25.00 
USCA Logo Jacket (navy color w/ white logo, f/b) XXL  $27.00 
USCA Logo Baseball Cap (adj., natural w/ dk. blue logo and brim)  $9.00 
USCA Vinyl Logo Decal/Sticker  $1.00 
USCA Logo 3" Embroidered Patch  $3.00 
USCA Logo Cloisonné Pin w/ screw on back **NEW VERSION**   $5.00 
NAME: Sub Total:       
Addr:    Shipping & Handling - add $5.00 ($7.00 overseas)                                                          
CITY: STATE:  ZIP: Total:       
Email:  
Please send check or money order payable to the USCA in U.S. funds along with this completed form to:  
Dave Sasenick, 5039 Denise Way, Floyds Knobs, Indiana 47119. Ph. 812-923-1082. sasenick@epowerc.net  
Rev. 9/04  
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USCA Membership Application/Renewal/Emergency Contact Update  

Date Membership# AMA# (optional)    

Name Phone#  

Address   

City State Zip  

e-mail  

Dues are based on 12 month membership, not calendar year. 
All amounts are in US Dollars. Please make checks payable to the USCA.  

US & Canadian Memberships   New $30 Renewal $25  

Associate Member*  5  5  

Overseas Memberships 40  35  

Optional Donation to the Sidecar Safety Training Program            

Total 
Please send to:  

Al Roach, USCA Membership Secretary 
130 South Michigan 
Villa Park, IL 60181-2526, USA.  

First years dues include a USCA memento and your subscription to The Sidecarist, the news journal of the United 
Sidecar Association.  

*Associate members enjoy all rights and privileges of members, but don t get a separate copy of The Sidecarist. 

Emergency & Friendship 
Complete this if you want 
to be included in the 
Annual Directory.  

First Name:    

I m open to:  

Emergency 
Friendship 
Both 



United Sidecar 
Associat ion 

PRESORTED 
STANDARD 

US POSTAGE PAID 
PERMIT #167 
KOKOMO, IN 

ADDRESS SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Postage returns and postage due accounts 
to: 
The USCA, Inc. 
130 South Michigan 
Villa Park, IL 60181-2526

 

We re on the web 

www.sidecar.com 
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Advertising Rates 

  

Ad Size Per Issue    

Full Page $125  
Half page $70  
1/3 page  $50  
1/4 page  $40  
1/6 page  $30  
1/8 page  $25   

5% discount for 3 issues (1/2 year)  
10% discount for 6 issues (full year)   

Business card ads:  
$30 per year for USCA members  
$50 per year for non-members   

Contact:  Tony George                  
GEORGEAJ01@comcast.net   
(256) 650-0787    
(physical address on page 3) 
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