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26th National USCA Rally Recap & other stuff 

Steve Woodward 

This issue of The Sidecarist has been in 
the sausage maker for a couple of days now 
and I finally figured out that since no one is 
responding to emails, that everyone else 
must be out riding. That leaves me to fill in  
those of you who weren t able to make the 
National.  

I ve been a member of the USCA since 
sometime in the 80s and this is the FIRST 
national that I ve been able to attend. Since 
I took on the editor s job a year ago, I ve 
been chatting with folks all over the country 
either by email or by phone, so this was my 
big chance to finally meet some of these 
people! 

The trip to the rally was a lot of fun. Much 
to my astonishment, my 14 year old daugh-
ter decided it would be cool to drive cross 
country on the sidecar. Despite repeated 
opportunities to change her mind, we set off 
from Seattle for the National on June 16. On 
the first day we made it as far as Idaho and 
I figured it was 50/50 if she would continue. 
We spent the next day at a water park to 
recover from that first day and after that, we 
were all systems go. It didn t hurt that the 
next night we were at Yellowstone and two 
nights after that we were at Mount Rush-
more - checked in at our hotel before the 
skies opened. Now that s planning! Another 
two nights and a very long day and we were 
in Bean Blossom and ready for the rally. 

It really was a great rally site. Plenty of 
room for camping, plenty of room for roam-
ing around and checking out other people s 
sidecars. We had a great shaded area for 
registration and door prizes and plenty of 
room for Dave Sasenick to spread out the 
USCA stuff for sale. 

Alice and I had already met outgoing VP 
Al Olme and his wife Maryann when we 
crashed at their place in Minneapolis the 
day before the final sprint to Bean Blossom. 
I couldn t believe how organized they were, 
though having worked with Al on Sidecarist 
issues  both through email and by phone, I 
should not have been surprised. 

Once on site on Thursday AM, I got to 

meet Midwest Regional Director Joyce Can-
field and Louise and Bruce Stephens. To 
my surprise, my neighbors in Covington, 
WA - Tara and Jay Geise (only an hour 
south of me) had decided to fly in for the 
rally at the last minute. Treasurer Bob Mon-
taque was there early as was Bob Madigan 
who served as the rally guy on the ground 
in Indiana. After missing John Kennedy sev-
eral times, I finally caught up with him out-
side the campground offices and introduced 
myself. 

Back at the pavilion, Louise and Bruce 
had the door prizes organized while Joyce 
Canfield, Al Ewing, my daughter Alice, Tara 
Giese, Bob Davis and at least one of his 
daughters got the registration packages 
stuffed. By the time that was done, Al and 
Maryann had a registration process worked 
out that moved people from a money station 
to receipt of a registration package, and a 
personalized name badge (your name and 
your city and state - in letters big enough to 
read!) complete with neck lanyard and in-
cluding a complete schedule of events on 
the back. This was one of Al Olme s ideas 
and I think everyone loved it. It was really 
great to know who you were talking to and 
where they were from. Finally people had 
the opportunity to purchase raffle tickets for 
the auction.  

The registration process ran very 
smoothly throughout the rally with many 
folks pitching in to help. 

There was quite a complement of camp-
ers at the site on Wednesday night with 
many more folks arriving on Thursday, Fri-
day and Saturday. I believe that the total 
was on the high side of 300 people.  

My daughter Alice hooked up with Chuck 
Tretyak s daughter Georgia and with Bob 
Davis s daughters Lyndsey and Kayla and 
had a great time at the kids games organ-
ized on Friday by Jean Kennedy. On Satur-
day I finally got to meet Al Roach to whom it 
seems I ve been sending my membership 
dues to forever! 

(Continued on page 25)  

National Rally pictures 
start on page 18! 
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USCA REGIONAL DIRECTORS & STATE REPRESENTATIVES  

(if your state or province isn t listed, apply today!) 

Northeast Director

  
Chuck Tretyak 
12495 Rt. 62 
Lawtons, NY. 14091 
(716) 337-2689 
tretyak55@aol.com  

Connecticut  

Stacy Goff 
100 Newberry Road 
East Windsor, CT  06088 
(860) 623-2547 
Fax: (860) 623-2547 
hosersbg@aol.com  

Maryland / DC  

Robert L. Montague 
2634C Lander Road 
Jefferson, MD  21755 
(301) 834-8789 
robertlmontague@msn.com  

Massachusetts  

Dale F. Cochran 
751 Glendale Road 
Wilbraham, MA  01095-2328 
(413) 596-8295  

New York  

Chuck Tretyak 
12495 Rt. 62 
Lawtons, NY  14091 
(716) 337-2689 
tretyak55@aol.com  

Pennsylvania  

Claude Stanley 
RD#1, Box 172s 
Middleburg, PA  17842 
(570) 568-1334 
cstanley@sunlink.net   

Southeast Director

  

Spencer Bennett 
4201 Windermere Drive 
Nesbit, MS  38651 
(662) 449-3840 
Fax: (901) 360-4955 
slbennett@fedex.com  

Alabama  

Tony George 
1426 Chandler Road 
Huntsville, AL  35801 
(256) 650-0787 
GEORGEAJ01@comcast.net  

Mississippi  

William Bray 
7812 Highway 15 South 
Pontotoc, Mississippi 38863 
(662) 488-9933 
wmbray01@aol.com (home) 
wbray@nmhs.net  (work)  

North Carolina  

Jon Cheney 
1115 North Peak Drive 
Kernersville, NC  27284 
(336) 996-0415 
Fax: (336) 996-0342 
jcheney@triad.rr.com  

South Carolina  

Tod Parks 
616 Briarcliffe W. 
Elgin,SC 29045 
(803) 736-7488 
tkpsc@sprynet.com  

Tennessee  

Nancy & Butch Turner 
3088 Rising Sun Road 
Lakeland, TN  38002 
(901) 388-3040 
Cell (901) 485-8951 
ButchTurner@webtv.net  

Virginia  

Daniel D. Hough 
16308 Bromall Ct. 
Chantilly, VA  20151 
(703) 222-3818 
danhough@erols.com  

Central Director

  

Joyce Canfield 
5201 Cook Road 
St. Joseph, MO  64505 
(816) 232-2726 
jhcn92@yahoo.com  

Arkansas  

Elmer J. Sveda 
1182 Cedar Grove Road 
Arkadelphia, AR  71923-8259 
(870) 246-2067 
gsveda@ezclick.net  

Colorado  

Paul Wood 
130 Zante Street 
Lochbuie, CO 80603 

(303) 655-7525 
snakefest@netzero.net  

New Mexico  

Tom F. Hansen 
112 West Blodgett 
Carlsbad, NM 88220 
(505) 885-5250 
tfhansen@cavemen.net  

Texas  

J.R. Lewis 
RT3 3  BOX 510L 
CROCKETT, TX 75835 
(936) 546-0756 
texasroadrunner4@hotmail.com  

Midwest Director

  

David Szkudlarek 
4059 Shadows Glade 
Trotwood, OH  45426 
(937) 837-6650 
cj3dave@aol.com  

Illinois  

Jim Kelleher 
2651 East Providence Lane 
Lindenhurst IL 60046 
847-525-9134 
jpk0727@yahoo.com  

Indiana  

Bob Madigan 
801 Thorndale St. 
Indianapolis, In 46214 
(317) 247-1851 
r.madigan@comcast.net  

Kentucky  

Jean Kennedy 
1648 Donelwal Drive 
Lexington, Ky 40511 
(895) 389-6786 
j.kennedy2@insightbb.com  

Michigan 
Bob Petersmark 
10168 River Rd 
Evart MI 49631 
(231) 734-6670 
adoni@thinkextreme.net      

Minnesota  

Al Olme 
3117 James Ave. South 
Minneapolis, MN  55408 
(612) 824-2484 
Fax: (612) 824-2494 
aolme@scc.net  

Ohio  

David Szkudlarek 
4059 Shadows Glade 
Trotwood, OH  45426 
(937) 837-6650 
cj3dave@aol.com  

West Virginia  

Kevin Klaggs 
151 Grandview Dr. 
Wellsburg, WV. 26070 
(304) 737-1531  

Wisconsin  

Allen R. Schultz 
530 W. 29455 Williams Way 
Waukesha, WI  53188 
(262) 968-2092 
aschultz@milwpc.com  

Western Director

  

Jay Geise 
17022 SE Wax Road 
Covington, WA 98042-9122 
(253) 638-1793 
Fax: (253) 638-1793 
sidehacke@msn.com  

Nevada  

Norbert Monohan 
1698 Bobwhite Ln. 
Gardnerville, NV 89410 
(775) 782-5802 
nmonohan@netzero.net   

Washington  

Steve Woodward 
17308 NE 13th Place 
Bellevue, WA 98008-3835 
(425) 746-6860 
steve@wardwood.net 
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USCA Officers & Administration 

President      

Vice President     

Secretary    

Treasurer     

Advertising  
Manager    

Club Paraphernalia & 
AMA Liaison    

Publicity Chairman      

Chaplain      

Editor 

John Kennedy  (859) 389-6786 
1648 Donelwal Drive 
Lexington, KY  40511 
j.kennedy2@insightbb.com   

Colby M Cousineau     (262) 857-4857 
18324 Winfield Rd.  
Bristol, WI. 53104 
ccridr@wi.rr.com  

Al Roach                     (630) 833-6732 
130 S. Michigan Ave. 
Villa Park, IL 60181  

Bob Montague (301) 834-8789 
2634-C Lander Road 
Jefferson, MD  21755 
robertlmontague@msn.com  

Tony George               (256) 650-0787  
1426 Chandler Rd 
Huntsville, AL 35801.  
georgeaj01@comcast.net  

Dave Sasenick  (812) 923-1082  
5039 Denise Way 
Floyds Knobs, IN 47119  
Sasenick@epowerc.net  

Bruce D. Stephens  
841 Summit St. 
Bethlehem, PA 18015.  
FAX(610)866-6339  
B_L_Stephens@netzero.net   

Claude Stanley           (570) 837-5128 
RD Box 172s 
Middleburg, PA  17842 
cstanley@sunlink.net  

Steve Woodward       (425) 746-6860 
17308 NE 13th Place 
Bellevue, WA 98008-3835 
sidecarist@sidecar.com 
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Thanks to our contributors!  
  We hope that everyone in the USCA will contribute an article to 

The Sidecarist sooner or later.  For now, we appreciate these folks 
who did!    

WE D LIKE YOUR ARTICLE TOO! 
Content deadline for 

Volume 28, Number 6 Of  
 The Sidecarist 

(November - December) 
is September 20!

 

(early deadline) 

Guidelines for Regional Directors:  

1. Member of the United Sidecar Association. 
2. Represents the membership and maintains contact with 

local sidecar clubs or associations within the Director s re-
gion.  

3. Recruits State Representatives.  
4. Coordinates meets and Rallies within Region.  
5. Promotes the Sidecar Safety Program.  
6. Obtains access to Trade Shows.  
7. Recommends sites and clubs to host National Rallies.  

Guidelines for State Representatives:  

1. Member of the United Sidecar Association  
2. Contact person for other sidecarists and to promote the 

USCA in any motorcycle Expo or event in their state. 



THE SIDECARIST SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER, 2004 VOLUME 28 NUMBER 5 Page 4 

27 July, for immediate release  

Each year the Sidecar Safety Program presents the 
Pop Dreyer award to an individual who has demonstrated 

exemplary service to sidecar motorcyclists. The Pop Dreyer 
perpetual trophy is a plaque containing the names of those 
who have received the award over the years, and includes 
an original identification badge from a Dreyer sidecar. The 
trophy is displayed at Dreyer Honda in Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, managed by Pop s grandson, Mike Dreyer.  

For 2004, the recipient of the Pop Dreyer award is Tara 
Giese, a Sidecar/Trike instructor from Covington, Washing-
ton, and co-owner of Dauntless Motors, a custom sidecar 
installation firm in the Seattle area. Tara has been a 
staunch supporter of the SSP book, Driving A Sidecar Out-
fit , and has served on the advisory board of the Sidecar/
Trike Education Program administered nationwide by the 
Evergreen Safety Council. 

The 2004 Dreyer award was presented July 17 at the 
BMWMOA Northwest Passage International rally in Spo-
kane, Washington, by SSP President David L. Hough. Tara 
was also given a copy of the book They Called Him Pop , 
written by grandson Mike Dreyer.  

The Sidecar Safety Program is an independent non-profit 
corporation dedicated to improving the knowledge and 
skills of three-wheeled motorcyclists. The book Driving A 
Sidecar Outfit is available from Printwerk Graphics, tele-
phone 800 736-1117. $24.95 plus S&H. Also available from 
Whitehorse Press 800 531-1133. For more information 
about the Sidecar Safety Program, contact SSP President 
David L. Hough, 93 Thunder Road, Port Angeles WA 
98362, or pmdave@tenforward.com. 

Sidecar/Trike training is totally independent of the Motor-
cycle Safety Foundation, but is being offered at many rider 
training sites across the USA. For more information about 
sidecar/trike training, contact the Evergreen Safety Council, 
800-521-0778 or www.esc.com.  

USCA Sidecar Safety Program, Inc. 
93 Thunder Road, Port Angeles WA 98362 
360 452-0901 e-mail pmdave@tenforward.com  

Pop Dreyer Award 2004 Announcement 

Dave Hough presents Tara Geise with the 2004 Pop Dreyer 
Award at the BMW MOA National in Spokane, WA. 

Cut off: 
The critical ending of the Ride for 

Kids story by Jon Cheny was a victim 
of the publishing process. The full text 
should have included:  

Steve has also asked me to convey 
this offer and challenge. If you re a Ural 
rider, and you ve never participated in 
a Ride for Kids®, and you ride your 
Ural rig in the 2004 Asheville event 
(Sunday, August 29th), Steve will pay 
your basic entry. Show up for a Ride in 
your area - you may make a profound 
difference in someone s life.  

Next Issue: 
Gosh folks - keep those pictures and stories coming. We are so tight on con-

tent this month, that there will be lots of stuff to look forward to in the next is-
sue: Travels with Stub Davis, Georgia Sidecar Club - 10th Annual Howdy Sum-
mer Rally, Sidecar racing in Europe, Sidecars at Vasona Park, more updates 
on the 2004 US Sidecar Championships, Dan Hough s Saturday at the Arbo-
retum, contributions from Vern Goodwin, a summary of the election ballot 
questions , pictures of sidecar toys and lots of other cool stuff you haven t got-
ten around to sending me yet. 

Special deadline for November/December is September 20th - I ll be on 
the road by October 1. Thanks! 

Oh - and the membership application will be back next issue, 
I promise - too much stuff! 

INCOME   

Registrations $7,128.00 
New memberships/renewals 445.00 
50/50 drawing (net) 165.00 
Raffle proceeds (Net) 721.25   

TOTAL $8,459.25  

EXPENSES   

Campground fee $2,000.00 
Caterer 2,700.00 
Insurance 275.00 
Volunteer hats 375.00 
Rally pins 528.00 
Misc expenses (food, supplies, etc.) 1,294.52   
ED Johnson memorial fund 165.00*   

TOTAL $7,337.52   

NET INCOME FROM RALLY:  $1,121.73   

*not yet disbursed   

Current bank balance (as of 8/4/04) $12,215.21    

26th National Rally Financials 

http://www.esc.com
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Where did the summer go? Bye the time you 
read this I will be getting the rig ready to go to 
the Hoosier Hacks So Long Summer Campout. 
It is hard to believe that the 2004 rally season is 
quickly coming to a close; it seems like just yes-
terday I was getting the rig ready for Carlsbad. 
How time flies when we are having fun. If we are 
not careful we will pass great milestones and 
never remember where and when we passed 
them.  

I want to share a few milestones that have 
occurred this summer.  

First, the 26th USCA National Rally was out-
standing, and Bean Blossom, Indiana is a won-
derful place to visit. The Bill Monroe s Camp-
ground staff  worked  hard  and was very helpful 
making us feel right at home. Also want to men-
tion again that the staff of Rally 04 deserves 
many thanks for bringing the rally together. This 
was the first rally that was put on by the USCA board with 
much help from volunteers. Most of the planning was done 
over the internet, quite a milestone. This was also the first 
USCA rally that Ed Johnson did not attend in the Club s 
history, which means that no one has attended all the 
USCA Nationals, a sad milestone.  

Another milestone, Mrs. Johnson and her daughters were 
at the rally 
in Bean 
Blossom 
and pre-
sented the 
first ever 
Ed John-

son Memo-
rial award 
for Literary 
Excellence 
to Hack d 
Magazine. 
Hack d is 
also cele-
brating 
twenty 
years in 
print with 
the sum-
mer issue. 
The award 
was ac-
cepted by 
Ms. Chris 

Dodson, the editor. 
For the second time in two years, the USCA held elec-

tions for board members. I want to congratulate Colby 
Cousineau the new vice-president, Chuck Tretyak the new 
Northeast Regional Director, Al Roach re-elected as Secre-
tary, and Joyce Canfield  re-elected as Central Regional 
Director. I also want to thank Bob Davis for being the elec-
tion chair, and J.R. Lewis for being a candidate for the Cen-
tral Regional Director. Most of all I want to thank all of you 
who took the time to vote. General membership input either 
by vote or letter is important, it tells the board and me how 
we are doing. This is your club and you have a voice and a 
vote. Help us make this your club! 

For today, Ride to Work Day , I am loading the rig and 
camper to attend the ISOK Ron-Dee-Voo in Pennsylvania 
and from there Jean and I will go north to the CSOC rally in 
Kingston. This will be our 11th year attending their rally, an-
other milestone. With all the Sidecar Rallies in the states 
and Canada it would be impossible to attend all of them, 
but the next best thing to attending these rallies would be to 
read about them in the Sidecarist. Take some pictures and 
write a small article, or a large one, and send it to the edi-
tor. Most everyone would enjoy reading about it. Jean and I 
found most of the rallies we attend by reading about them 
in the Sidecarist. Your article could help someone decide 
about their travel plans for next riding season. Just think of 
the milestones of seeing new places and meeting new 
friends. Friendships may be the milestones that make life 
worth it all.   

From the seat of my wing,   

From Where I Sit  

John Kennedy 

Chris Dodson receives the 1st annual Ed Johnson Memorial award 
for Literary Excellence from Marilyn Johnson 

Who got wet? John Kennedy and Al Butterfield compete in the sidecar games 
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In Episode 1 (May/June issue of The 
Sidecarist), In August of 2001, Hal 
Thompson and Dennis McAllister set 
out from Oregon for North Carolina, 
logging 1,139 miles from their start to 
Rawlins, WY. In Episode 2, they get to 
North Carolina. -ed.  

After having traversed 2/3 of Wyo-
ming, leaving Rawlins 196 miles be-
hind, we were accosted at a rest stop 
by a couple young fellows interested in 
our bikes. I overheard one of them say 
"Looks like maybe motorcycle from my 
home country" and when I asked his 
home country, he replied "Czech Re-
public". His friend was from the 
Ukraine, and pronounced the name of 
my Sputnik as "Ishnul". 

Nearing Cheyenne, we came upon a 
statue of Abe Lincoln at "the highest 
pass of the Eisenhower Interstate Sys-
tem" at 8,276 feet (if memory serves 
me correctly). We arrived in North 
Platte, Nebraska at 6:00 PM, having 
logged 231 miles on the day's travel. A 
nice dinner at the Perkins next door 
was most welcome. 

I neglected to mention earlier, that 
when we came down off the mountain 
to Bear Lake (Utah, East of Logan), we 
stopped at a nice rest area where Den-
nis consumed half a watermelon. I 
later learned that this was "de rigueur" 
for him. 

We departed North Platte at 8:20 
AM, and entered Kansas having cov-
ered some 91 miles just inside of 3 
hours. On the way we passed through 

one town in Nebraska that was big 
enough to have a Country Club, but no 
gas station, or restaurant that was 
open. A little later we passed through 
another that had one regular gas pump 
and two diesel pumps.  

After crossing the corner of Kansas 
and entering Missouri at 4:30 PM, we 
were waved down by a Wild Young 
Thing who informed us that she was 
the World Famous Wild Betty, and if 
we would follow her, she would lead us 
to a nice motel with nearby nice res-
taurant. Bless her little heart!! 

So, at about 6:30, Dean and Wild 
Betty Hutson met us at the Applebee's 
across the street, arriving in their 
"Touring Harley" with the special lights 
and equipment which assures trouble-
free traffic. They then treated us to a 
fine dinner (the yellow-fin tuna steak 
was one of the best I have ever had), 
and then led the way to their place out-
side town. I did take pictures, but 
somehow, they disappeared off the 
disc. 

The next morning, we left at 9:40 AM 
(late night at the Hutson's) for Spring-
field, Missouri and a BMW shop where 
Dennis hoped to get a throttle cable. 
As we pulled in, the kid in the lot 
looked at my plate and said "I know 
that bike! You must be Hal!" He also 
has a '97 F650ST in Orlando Orange. 

Well, as we prepared to depart 
Springfield at 8:45 AM, I told Dennis 
that Ava, (my childhood home) was 
only an hour away, so why don't we 
go and surprise my Aunt Bug for 
breakfast? So we did. She fixed 
eggs and toast for us and was very 
surprised and happy to see us, as 
we had not planned on stopping 
until on the way home. She called 
her oldest son, Leo, and he and his 
wife Kay came in to visit with us. 
Turns out they were leaving in two 
days for their other home in South 
Dakota. We would have missed 
them had we not stopped. Leo & I 
are the same age, and have always 
been fairly close. In fact, I intro-
duced him to his wife in June of '54 
when we were working for Del 
Monte in Rochelle, Illinois. 

We went down to Leo's place in 
Squires, Missouri, where Dennis did 
some welding on a tractor for Leo. 
Then we took the back roads to West 
Plains and on into Doniphan Missouri, 
where we stopped at 6:30 PM, cover-
ing some 211 miles for the day. 

We went across the street to gas up 
next morning and looked out across 
the town to the west/southwest, the 
view of which decided us to put on rain 
gear while still under the canopy. Good 
choice!! The rest of the day was riding 
in the proverbial "Frog Strangler". In 
fact, Dennis found a dead frog in his 
lower fairing!  

We were heading for Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri, to a BMW shop 
for another throttle cable for Dennis' 
R80. We got the cable and crossed the 
"Mighty Mississippi", heading south. 
Not more than 3 miles across the river 
his clutch started slipping pretty badly, 
so we turned around and went back to 
Cape Girardeau to check it out. Dennis 
thought there was enough water 
around that some could have splashed 
up from underneath and got on the 
clutch. Not likely, said the mechanic. 
"Did you check your transmission?" 
"No but its pretty high on my list". Ha!! 
When Dennis removed the FILL plug 
to check the level, a full QUART of wa-
ter ran out!! Then, when he drained the 
box, the oil was kind of chocolaty?? In 
any case, it turned out that water had 
run down the speedo cable, past the 

(Continued on page 7) 

 
The Big Ride Final Episode 

Hal Thompson  

Aunt Bug, Leo, Kay & Me  

New friends from the Czech Republic 
 and the Ukraine 



THE SIDECARIST SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER, 2004 VOLUME 28 NUMBER 5 Page 7 

ORIGINAL dried & cracked seal, di-
rectly into the gearbox. 

So, a day and a half later, new 

clutch, etc., we crossed the Mississippi 
River again and headed for Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky, where Dennis 
went through Basic 32 years ago. Nos-
talgia strikes again. Naturally, the base 
had changed allot, but we found a 
building like the one he lived in and got 
his pic. 

And on we went to friends of my wife 
(from high school, no less) in Tulla-
homa, Tennessee, for a nice visit, din-
ner and country breakfast, after arriv-
ing there (in the rain) at 3:40 PM, with 
292 miles on the clock. Richard is a 
Professor at Tullahoma State College 
and was planning his retirement in the 
spring. They d had a new, smaller 
house built in preparation. 

We left Dick and Susan after a 
scrumptious breakfast and headed for 
Cherokee North Carolina and the 
Thumper National. 

It was a relatively quiet and scenic 
ride and we arrived a day early (at 
5:15, logging 232 miles for the day), so 
we got a motel room and on Tuesday 
rode up part of the Blue Ridge Park-
way to Waynesville, where we ordered 
a front tire for me, and front and a rear 

one for Dennis (to be picked up on 
Thursday). Then back to Cherokee 
(3184 miles from home for me and 600 
+/- more for Dennis). We registered, 
and then went to the Hungry Bear res-
taurant for a nice dinner and harass-
ment of our waitress with some pretty 
corny stuff.  It was a full day: rides, 
bike judging, BS for the day, then din-
ner and awards that evening. 

On our ride, we met a nice young 
man with a really nice Dnepr but, un-
fortunately, neglected to take pictures. 

We departed Cherokee on the 6th at 
9:45 AM and rode back to Waynesville, 
where we had our new tires mounted. 
We then headed south to Abbeville 
South Carolina, via the local "lumpy" 
real estate. I'm going to quit telling 
these guys to come to the Pacific 
North West if they want to see some 
nice twisty roads. (But we don't have 
the humidity or the skeeter bugs). 

We crossed into South Carolina at 
3:40 and arrived at Abbeville at 6:30, 
then found a motel and some supper. 
Then we showed up the next morning 
at Cheek Cycle & Tire and found out 
that Aubrey and John Scholl were out 
at the warehouse awaiting delivery of 
the first shipment of the '02 models. 
After getting directions, we rode out 
and had a nice visit and Aubrey told us 
a couple tales about Bonneville. What 
a group, that SST!!! In the picture of 
John, Augrey & Dennis, the back-
ground shows a sign for Gambro 

Health Care - Sharon's company. She 
certainly was surprised! 

After an hour or so visiting, we de-
parted for Rome, Georgia, and a week-
end visit with my brother's best friend 
and also a friend of mine since we 
were all stationed together in Hawaii in 
'59-'60. Randy did the eulogy for my 
brother's funeral in January and is very 
close to the whole family. 

- Hal 

(Continued from page 6) 

 

On the East bank of 
 the Mississippi River  

Best Ducati at the Thumper National 

I learned one thing attending the 
2003 High Performance Sidecar (HPS) 
Gathering at Maggie Valley. I m not 
one of the big dogs. I have never rid-
den so hard and only to end up as the 
slow guy. My main goal was just to 
show up at the restaurants before 
every one else was getting their bills! 

The upcoming 2004 gathering will 
probably move me down even further 
in the pecking order. Doug Miller has a 
new Hayabusa/RDS rig. Jay Hall an 
FJR1300/RDS, and Larry Miller a 
K1200RS/RX5. Bill Ballou and Roger 
Symington both have new Center Hub 
Steering (CHS) front ends, designed 
and built by Bill, on their Honda Black-
bird rigs. Obviously my K1100RS/EML 
was not going to cut the mustard with 
this group. Upgrades are required!  

HPS or Not  

What makes a rig an HPS as op-
posed to a normal rig? Most HPS-ers 
would agree that automotive tires are 
required. Car tires put a lot more rub-
ber in contact with the road than a mo-
torcycle tire, increasing the traction 
available for turning, accelerating, and 
stopping. Also replacing the motorcycle 
wheels with 14 or 15 inch car wheel 
reduces the gearing, returning some of 
the acceleration lost due to the weight 
of the sidecar, although at the cost of 
some top end speed. 

Standard motorcycle telescopic forks 
are not designed for sidecar use. They 
have too much trail to steer easily with 
the extra weight and wider tires of a 
HPS. They were never designed to 
handle the side forces that a sidecar 
rig can generate. Both leading link and 
CHS front ends are better suited for 
sidecar use. These front ends can be 
specifically set up for sidecar use. A 
leading link has the disadvantage that 
the wheel turns up on edge a little 
when turning, reducing the tire contact 
patch. A CHS front end keeps the 
wheel flatter on the ground, keeping all 
the rubber on the road. Many sidecar 
riders resist making these changes.  

(Continued on page 8)  

Chasing the Big Dogs 
Michael Curren 
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These modifications turn the motorcy-
cle in to a dedicated sidecar tug. It can 
no longer be easily turned back into a 
single-track motorcycle. 

Another item found on many HPS is 
a sway bar. A sidecar sway bar is a 
torsion spring connecting the bike s 
rear wheel and the sidecar wheel. Its 
purpose is to reduce the amount of 
lean when cornering. In a right hand 
corner (right hand mounted sidecar), a 
rig will lean to the left. The bike sus-
pension is compressed and the sidecar 
suspension is extended. The compres-
sion of the rear motorcycle suspension 
twists the sway bar, which in turn pre-
loads the sidecar suspension, reducing 
the amount it extends. 

Others include sidecar wheel steer-
ing as a requirement for an HPS. This 
reduces the amount of scrubbing the 
sidecar wheel does in corners, allow-
ing the sidecar wheel to have more 
lead, with out making the steering ef-
fort overwhelming. The additional lead 
better stabilizes the rig in left-hand cor-
ners. (This article assumes a right 
hand mounted car, for left-hand 
mounted cars everything reverses.) 

Perhaps it s just a state of mind. Like 
a bumper sticker I saw years ago in 
the parking lot at an SCCA race Every 
Car is a Sports Car Some of the Time.   
Maybe there is no recipe for an HPS 

other than the riders willingness to 
push the state of the art a little and 
modify or design a rig so that it han-
dles a little better than the average. 

My rig already had a leading link 
front end and automotive tires on all 
three wheels. So I have many choices 
for my upgrade path, convert to a CHS 
front end, adding sidecar wheel steer-
ing, or adding a sway bar. As anyone 
with much experience rigging sidecars 
has learned, rarely if ever can you go 
to the local motorcycle shop and pur-
chase what you need. A few parts can 
be ordered form specialty shops, but if 
its something different, you have to 
make it. Nobody I know of makes sway 
bar kits for sidecars, there are just too 
many possible combinations of bikes 
and cars to cover. 

Likewise there are no retrofit kits to 
add CHS or sidecar wheel steering to 
my rig. So whatever path I take, the 
parts will have to be custom designed 
and made. 

After many discussions and emails, I 
decided that the most bang for the 
buck, performance wise, would came 
from adding a sway bar to the rig. Plus, 
this was the option that fit my budget 
and was within my skill level to fabri-
cate.  

BMW K110RS / EML Speed 2000 
Ver 2.0  

There 
are three 
major 
compo-
nents 
that 
make up 
the sway 
bar as-
sembly. 
First the 
sway bar 
itself, 
next the 
sway bar 
bush-
ings, and 
then the 
end links 
which 
connect 
the sway 
bar to the 

bike and sidecar suspension. 
The first step was to determine 

where to run the sway bar and there 
were many options to consider. 
Ground clearance had to be taken into 
account along with the geometry of the 
bar. Where and how the bar would at-
tach to the bike and sidecar suspen-
sion also had to be considered. 

My Speed 2000 has the EML High 
Comfort Anti-Dive (HCAD) suspension, 
sort of a side-ways mounted swing-
arm.  The pivot is next to the bike and 
the swing-arm runs sideways. This 
supposedly provides better stability in 
left-hand corners (figure 2). 

I wanted the bar to attach to the sus-
pension as far from the pivot as possi-
ble on both the bike and the sidecar. 
This would provide the most leverage 
to twist the bar as the suspension 
moves. Next whether to run the bar 
under the frame, between the frame 
and the sidecar body, or try to make it 
fit in the same channel in the body that 
the swing arm fits into. Then I had to 
be sure that the bar could move 
through its range of travel with out hit-
ting the sidecar frame, bike frame, 
sidecar body, the ground, my right foot, 
or anything else. 

It turned out that the only real option 
was to run the bar under the sidecar 
frame. Once this decision was made 
the next step was to bend the sway 
bar. I ordered a length of 5/8 inch di-
ameter 4140 alloy steel rod from Met-
alsDepot.com. A trip to the local Har-
bor Freight and I had hydraulic pipe 
bender (it was on sale!). I made a pat-
tern for the bar that was made out of 
some scrap conduit, then the rod was 
bent to match the pattern. This took a 
time or two, since the bar would 
straighten a little when the pressure 
was released from the pipe bender. I 
just had to bend a little past where I 
wanted the bend to be. When neces-
sary I could straighten the bar by 
wedging it under an immovable object 
and pulling. 

Once the bar was bent I could de-
sign and fabricate the mounts for the 
sway bar bushings. To have better ac-
cess to the sidecar frame I removed 
the body from the frame. The sidecar 
frame is made of 1 ½ inch square tub-
ing. Another order from MetalsDe-

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 

 

Figure 1: One of the next generation of HPSer was recruited  
to help remove the sidecar body from the frame.  
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pot.com and I had 
a supply of 1 ½ 
square tubing to 
fabricate mounts 
for the sway bar 
bushings. Energy 
Suspension poly-
urethane 5/8 inch 
sway bar bushings 
were ordered from 
Summit Racing. 

For best opera-
tion of the sway 
bar the bushings 
should be as close 
as possible to the 
bends of the sway 
bar, so that the 
suspension motion 
twists the bar and 
preloads the oppo-
site side suspen-
sion. Too much 
distance between the bend of the sway 
bar and the bushing and the suspen-
sion travel will only bend the end of the 
bar instead of twisting the bar. 

The mount for the sidecar bushing 
was the easiest to fabricate. I simply 
ran a piece of square tubing forward 
from the rear sidecar frame rail to the 
center cross piece of the sidecar frame 
and tack welded it in place. Then two 
bolt holes were drilled to hold the 
bushing. 

The bike side bushing mount was a 
little more complicated. Where the 
bushing should be mounted for best 
swaybar operation there was nothing 
but air. An out rigger assembly from 
the sidecar frame had to be con-
structed to hold the bushing near the 
bike. I decided to incorporate a re-
ceiver type trailer hitch into the assem-
bly. The outrigger was then tack 
welded to the frame. 

Next to be designed were end links 
to connect the ends of the sway bar to 
the bike and sidecar suspension. I 
chose to use 5/8 inch ball joint rod 
ends from the McMaster-Carr catalog 
to connect to the swaybar and the sus-
pension. One female thread rod end 
and one male thread rod end are used 
on each end. The rod ends are simply 
screwed together and secured with a 
5/8 jam nut. The length of the end links 
can be adjusted by how far the rod 

ends are threaded together. One of the 
rod ends is to connect to the rig sus-
pension, the other to slide over the 
ends of the sway bar. The sway bar 
ends are held in place with 
clamp on shaft collars 
placed around the bar on 
both sides of the rod end. 
This allows for some mis-
alignment and flex between 
the suspension and sway 
bar. Typical car sway bars 
use a simple rubber bush-
ing between the suspen-
sion and sway bar to allow 
for flex. 

Attaching the sway bar 
end to the sidecar suspen-
sion was fairly easy. The 
sidecar swing arm is made 
out of 2 inch square tubing.  
A ¾ inch holes was drilled 
through the swing arm and 
a piece of 5/8 inch inside 
diameter, ¾ inch outside 
diameter steel tubing was 
driven through the hole and 
tack welded into place. A 
5/8 inch grade 8 bolt runs 
through the tubing and 
through the one ball joint of 
the end link. (see figure # 
3) 

The bike suspension 
sway bar attachment re-

quired fabricating a mount.  
The mount was made out of 1 
¼ inch square tubing. It at-
taches to the bike suspension 
by the stud holding the rear 
shock to the rear wheel gear 
housing and the bolt for the 
rear brake stay arm. Another 
piece of 5/8 inch inside di-
ameter tubing was driven 
through a hole in the square 
tubing and tack welded in 
place. Another 5/8 inch grade 
8 bolt was used to attach the 
end link to the mount. (see 
figure # 4) 
At this point the sway bar was 
placed in the bushings, eve-
rything bolted together, and 
checked for fit. With the 
shock absorbers removed the 
suspension could be moved 
through its range of travel and 
the sway bar motion checked 

to insure nothing was binding or hitting. 
(see figure # 5) Once everything 
checked out it was time to disassemble 
everything for welding, painting, and 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 

 

Figure 2   The EML frame prior to modifications 
showing the HCAD suspension  

 

Figure 3  End link attachment to the sidecar swing arm. 
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heat treating. 
The sway bar must act as a spring to 

allow some independent movement of 

the sidecar wheel and rear wheel.  
Prior to heat treating it can be easily 
bent and would add nothing to the han-
dling of the rig. Heat treating the bar 
turns it into a spring. Not knowing any-
thing about heat treating I talked with 
Tom Roberts at Carolina Commercial 
Heat Treating in Reidsville, NC about 
how best to accomplish this. He hinted 
at how they heat treated certain parts 
for NASCAR, I figured if its good 
enough for NASCAR it should work for 
me. The sway bar was placed in an 
oven and baked at 1550 degrees for 2 
hours in a protective atmosphere con-
taining carbon. Then the bar was 
cooled in an oil bath. After this process 
the bar is extremely hard, but also very 
brittle. Next the bar was placed in a 
tempering furnace and the hardness 
brought down to 45  48 Rockwell. 
(Not all heat treating facilities have ov-

ens large enough to hold a sway bar, it 
may take some looking to find one.) 

As Tom warned me it might, the bar 
did bend a little when heat treated. Try 

as I might, there was no 
way to bend the bar after 
the heat treating. Luckily 
there was enough length 
adjustment in the rod ends 
to make up for the bend-
ing. 
While the bar was at the 
heat treaters the sidecar 
frame was removed form 
the bike and all the mount 
pieces that were initially 
just tack welded, fully 
welded in place. This is 
where the real long term 
planning comes in. About 
nine years prior I married 
a girl whose step father is 
a welder, so even though I 
did do a lot of the welding 
myself, I had someone 
who knew what they were 
doing to check my work. 
Seriously working on sus-
pension components is 
probably not the time to 

learn to 
weld. Af-
ter all the 
welding 
was com-
pleted and 
cleaned 
up the 
sidecar 
frame and 
sway bar 
mounts 
were 
sprayed 
with self 
etching 
primer 
and painted. 

Once the bar was back from the heat 
treaters and all the paint dry it was 
time to bolt everything back together 
and try it out. Was it worth the time, 

effort, and cash? Yes, definitely, the rig 
now corners much flatter than ever 
before. A few corners that were a little 
worrisome before the sway bar are 
now taken much faster than ever. It is 
a big enough difference that its almost 
like a new rig, BMW K1100RS/EML 
Speed 2000 Version 2.0. 

I was worried that the ride might be 
to stiff after installing the bar, but it is 
only slightly noticeable. Installing the 
sway bar is something I should have 
done a long time ago. 

Now I ll probably have to install one 
on the wife s rig as soon as I finish the 
back porch renovation project. About 
the only thing I would do different is to 
wait until the sway bar returns from 
being heat treated to drill the holes for 
the 5/8 inch inside diameter tubing for 
the attaching the ball joint rod ends to 
the suspension. That way if the bar 
warps a little during the heat treating I 
could adjust the mount locations to 
compensate. I would go ahead and 
build the bushing mounts and test fit 
the bar before heat treating so I could 
check for interference as the sway bar 
moves. 

While I was there it was time for a 

new rear tire, so I went with a slightly 
lower profile and wider tire. Of course it 
hit the swing arm, requiring a spacer to 
be made to move the rear wheel a little 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 

 

Figure 4  Mount for attaching the sway bar end link to 
the bike suspension.  The spacers between the shaft 

 collars and the end link ball joint were not used 
in the final design.  

Figure 5   The tack welded test fit of the sway bar components. 
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to the left to clear the arm. As asym-
metric as a rig is to begin with didn t 
seem that having the rear wheel 3/16 
out of line with the front would make 
much difference. I checked with a few 
other HPS drivers and found some 
other rigs with the bike wheels slightly 
out of line (or maybe it was the drivers 
that are out of line, not sure on that.) 

The stock exhaust system on my rig 
is one piece, headers, catalytic con-
verter, and muffler. Taking the rear 
wheel off my rig required removing the 
entire exhaust system, a real pain in 
the a,,aahh,,,,,,,, neck. This seemed 
like a good time to change to an after 
market two piece system, so I can re-
move only the muffler to remove the 
rear wheel. If it happens to be lighter, 
sound a little better, be made of tita-

nium, and maybe an extra horse power 
or two all the better. 

In a few weeks I leave for this years 
gathering of high performance side-
cars. Maybe this time I ll be running 
with the big dogs. 

Now all I need is about 50 more 
horsepower! 

This article is not a cookbook on how 
to install a sway bar on your rig. It sim-
ply discusses my experience adding a 
sway bar to mine. As mentioned previ-
ously, every bike/sidecar combination 
is different. If you are not sure of your 
design or fabrication skills get help 
form some one you trust. Any time you 
repair or modify the suspension on a 
vehicle and if that repair or modifica-
tion fails, there is a chance of serious 
bodily harm. 

Thanks to Ralph Gerkens and Jay 

Hall for their email advice and com-
ments. Thanks to Bill Ballou for design 
and fabrication advice and for making 
the rear wheel spacer. Thanks to Tom 
Roberts at Carolina Commercial Heat 
Treating for sharing his knowledge. 

- Michael Curren   

(Continued from page 10) 

 

Figure 6 - above, left - Completed sidecar end of sway 
bar assembly.  

Figure 7 - above - Completed bike end of sway bar 
assembly.  Old biker always have a have a little piece 
of chrome.   

Figure 8 - left - With the proper tolls and some assis-
tance installing a sway bar is not that difficult.   

Page 12 - Vendor list and costs  
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Metals Depot http://www.metalsdepot.com/index.phtml     

Rod for sway bar - 4140 Alloy Round, 5/8 inch, 
12 foot $26.52  
(they will cut to 8 ft for UPS shipping)   

bushing mounts  1½ x 1½ x 14 ga. Carbon $23.04  

bike side bar attachment  1 ¼ x 1 ¼ x 14 ga. $9.48  

sway bar attachment  ¾ inch O.D. Steel Round $7.62    

McMaster-Carr       

Ball Joint Rod End, 5/8 inch, male threaded $22.20  

Ball Joint Rod End, 5/8 inch female threaded $22.20  
Shaft Collars, one piece, clamp on, chrome   4 
@ $4.16 $16.64    

Summit Racing http://www.summitracing.com/  
Bushing, Sway Bar Set, Non-grease able, red $15.69    

Carolina Commercial Heat Treating http://www.ccht.com/     

Heat Treat Sway Bar $100.00    

Local Hardware Store     

Stepped drill bit for ¾ inch holes $25.00  
Various nuts, bolts, and washers $30.00    

J.C. Whitney     

Receiver Hitch Cover $24.99    

Found in Barn     

Paint, Primer, Welding Wire, etc.     

Total (does not include shipping) $325.38  

Vendor list - HPS Swaybar project  

I ll bet many of you know 
that the United Sidecar 
Association was started in 
1976 and that Ed Johnson 
was member #1, Hal Kend-
all #2 and Terry Strassen-
burg #3, but how many of 
you can name the location 
of all the national rallies? 
Thanks to Marilyn John-
son, you won t be stumped 
again when it s national 
rally trivia  time.  

Can anyone provide 
more info about any of the 
rallies? Extra credit for 
knowing who was the rally 
chair, or how many people 
attended! Please send any 
information to the editor. 
Thanks!  

1979 BLAND MO.  

1980 ESTES PARK CO  

1981 EFFINGHAM, IL  

1982 MERCER, PA  

1983 LAKE TAHOE, CA  

1984 INTERLOCHEN, 
MI  

1985 PLYMOUTH, MA  

1986 BUELLTON, CA  

1987 KITCHENER, ON 

CA  

1988 MARSEILLES, IL  

1989 STONE MTN, GA  

1990 COOS BAY, OR  

1991 THORNTOWN, IN  

1992 CEDAR FALLS, IA  

1993 COOK FOREST, 
PA  

1994 INTERLOCHEN, 
MI  

1995 WISCONSIN 
DELLS, WI  

1996 PONTIAC, IL  

1997 SPRINGFIELD MA  

1998 SAVANNAH, MO  

1999 HIAWASSEE, GA  

2000 LEXINGTON, KY  

2001 LEXINGTON, KY  

2002 BUENA VISTA. VA  

2003 LACROSSE, WI  

2004 BEAN BLOSSOM, 
IN  

USCA National Rallies 

http://www.metalsdepot.com/index.phtml
http://www.summitracing.com/
http://www.ccht.com/
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SEPTEMBER  24-26, 2004 
WHERE: Council Grove, Kansas 

Council Grove Lake, Santa Fe Trail Park 
Group Area S-1 

SIDECARS IN THE FLINT HILLS 
A USCA CENTRAL REGIONAL RALLY 

All Motorcyclists Welcome  

DOOR PRIZES     AWARDS 
GUIDED & SELF-GUIDED TOURS  DINNER RUN 

SIDECAR GAMES             COFFEE-DONUTS 
CAMPING INCLUDED        SHOWERS 
50/50 DRAWING       WEINER ROAST 

Contact Information and Registration 
            Joyce Canfield 
            5201 Cook Road 
            St. Joseph, MO 64505 
Phone: 816-232-2726   Cell: 816-390-4132 
http://www.geocities.com/jhcn92/index.html 
Email: jhcn92@yahoo.com 

Located 120 miles Southwest of Kansas 
City or 55 miles SW of Topeka KS.  

Getting There: 1.5 miles north of Council 
Grove, KS on State 177. Go West across 
dam road, at the west end of dam turn 
right on to City Lake Road and go 1 mile 
West to Santa Fe Trail campground. Road  
is on the right. 
COUNCIL GROVE WEB SITE 
http://www.councilgrove.com/ 

SIDECARS IN THE FLINT HILLS 
COUNCIL GROVE, KS 
SEPT. 24-26, 2004 
Checks payable to: Joyce Canfield 

Before 9/10/2004 
PRE-REG     $25.00/ Person  

AT-GATE     $30.00/ Person 
KIDS 0-15      FREE 

Drivers Name ______________________________________   

Address: ______________________________________ State___________ Zip________ 

Phone ___________________________   

Motorcycle __________________________________ Sidecar 
_______________  

Passenger:(s) 
Name 

______________________________________ ____________________ Miles to Rally   

Persons X $25.00 
AMOUNT ENCLOSED  ____________         

Lodging is available: 
The Cottage House Hotel      620-767-6828 
Old Trail Motel                      620-767-5034 

AREA ATTRACTIONS INCLUDE: 
Hays House The oldest continuously operated restaurant west of the Mississippi River.  
Santa Fe Trail  Remnants of the ruts remain 
Z-bar Ranch, an 1800 s living history Flint Hills cattle ranch 
Kaw Indian Mission, Council Grove 
Alma Cheese Factory Alma KS 

Group Site has Shelter with Water, Electric and Food Service Facilities 
Electric and Water hookups available on a first  come basis  (16 available) no additional charge 

www.sidecar.com 

http://www.geocities.com/jhcn92/index.html
http://www.councilgrove.com/
http://www.sidecar.com
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First Rig, Part 2 

by Tom Hansen 

(Continued from the May/June issue of 
The Sidecarist.)  

I decided that I wanted to make cer-
tain modifications to the Guzzi rig, both 
to personalize it and to make driving it 
a little less strenuous. I didn t like the 
heavy steering and the mild head-
shake that occurred at a certain speed.  
I don t live in mountain country but I 
generally head for Colorado if I have a 
few days to ride. There is one particu-
lar road that I have been over several 
times on the way the Paonia for the 
Top o the Rockies rally that is just 
beautiful. My wife hasn t been over this 
road and she needs to go! I figured 
she would get a thrill out of going over 
Slumgullion Pass in a sidecar. 

The Guzzi seat wasn t as comfort-
able as the Corbins I ve had on the last 
two bikes, so a change up was in or-
der. I also opted for a smaller wind-
shield and put the stocker in storage.  
It s as big as a barn door. 

I m going to add a driving light and a 
taillight to the sidecar. I found some 
really neat lights at the local car parts 
store. They came from a motorcycle 
accessory catalog and they are just the 
right size for the Ranger. 

I m also going to add Hyperlights.  
My local Guzzi dealer had never heard 
of Hyperlights so I returned to the 
BMW dealer to purchase them. For 
those of you that may not know about 
them, they are a small set of super 
bright red LED s that flash incessantly 
when you hit the brakes.  I m a big be-
liever in visibility and since I can no 
longer outrun all the traffic around me, 
I m going to work diligently on the visi-
bility aspect of sidecaring. 

Bob and Bob (but not Bob) explained 
to me that almost all scooters with 
stock forks and triple trees would have 
one short period of head shake. They 
did say that there were adjustments 
and/or modifications I could make to 
minimize the effect. I decided to em-
bark on getting a set of modified triple 
trees. 

Wanting to keep the stock parts so I 
can change back to a stock two-

wheeler at some time in the future 
meant that I was going to have to get 
some replacement parts to modify. I 
embarked on a cross-country venture 
via the web and landlines to locate the 
parts. I found a set of used triple trees 
and purchased them. I also located a 
seat pan, much shorter than the origi-
nal, (but not quite solo ) in California. 

The triple trees were sent out to Pe-
ter Smith at Side Effects of Canada to 
be modified. The seat, the lights and 
the triple trees will be on soon.   

***  

I ve found that people of all ages 
often will smile and point out the rig to 
a friend who may be standing near by.  
I ve carried people as young as 4 
years old and as old as my 89 year old 
mother in the car . One day, I was rid-
ing across town to take some relatives 
from California for a ride and took the 
sandbags out before I left home. 

Surprise!!  I turned right, the chair 
flew and I took a dab. The chair came 
back down and I was glad to get some 
weight in it a few moments later. After 
taking these folks for a ride, I again 
turned right and flew the chair and took 
a dab. This time I pulled a muscle in 
my butt. I went home, pulled out my 
sidecar safety manual and read what I 
should do.   

Oh! Roll off the throttle .  
Since then, I have been practicing 

flying the chair in a large empty park-
ing lot. I m not very good at it yet, but I 
will get better. My wife was pretty ex-

cited when I told her I got it up four 
times but she said she s glad she was-
n t there.  

We removed the factory bike seat 
and rack and installed the new seat 
and luggage rack. The new seat was 
too cruiser for me and smashed my 
self against the gas tank and my 

knees against the cylinder heads. It 
must have been made for someone 
about 5 4 . So off it came. I took it to a 
local upholstery guy with the instruc-
tions to fill the dip and cut the hump off 
in order to provide me with a more or 
less flat seat that I could move around 
on. I also took the stock seat to use as 
an example for the color pattern (I like 
the white skunk stripes on the origi-
nal), and the general shape of the 
seat. I took the Corbin from my BMW 
to demonstrate the cup of the seat so 
the new seat doesn t drive my tail-
bone through my cranial cavity as does 
the stocker. 

Bob across the street made a neat 
little bracket to mount my headlight on, 
and Bob from Ruidoso is bringing his 
wife Cheryl and his new Triumph Bon-
neville this weekend. We are going to 
get the wiring done. We ll probably 
have a beer or two and go out for a 
steak Saturday night, then take a ride 
through Dark Canyon before they 
leave on Sunday. 

We worked hard all day Saturday, 
doing as much parts chasing as we did 
wiring. Bob worked and I chased parts 
(This gave me a great excuse to chase 
around on Elder s new Triumph Bon-
neville. He s been riding for many 
years and has had several of the old 
Bonnies. He just couldn t resist the 
new one. It s a hoot!  Ya oughta try 
one out if you get a chance. It will bring 
back a lot of memories for the rest of 
you old codgers.). As usual, I thought I 
had purchased everything necessary, 
but forgot the switches, mounting nuts 
and bolts, etc. Not to mention the run 
across town to swipe some flat metal 
stock from my brother, and yet another 
trip across town to borrow my dad s 
drill press. Also had to get another wir-

(Continued on page 16)   

I m a big believer in 
visibility and since I 

can no longer outrun 
all the traffic around 

me, I m going to 
work diligently on the 

visibility aspect of 
sidecaring. 
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ing connector as we found I had pur-
chased a faulty one. This was similar 
to most of my plumbing experiences. 
Late in the afternoon, Bob said it was 
beer time . I knew the work was fin-

ished for the day. We can t work and 
drink beer at the same time any more 
than I can flap my arms and fly. 

We ate a steak for dinner as planned 
and got home late, hitting the sack al-
most immediately. Bob with his wife 
and me with mine. The girls had had 
a good day shopping and Bob and I 
had had a good day working.   

We got up Sunday morning and sat 
around having coffee, then went out to 
breakfast. It was late morning before 
we finally go to the bike. We still 
needed to wire the Hyperlights and to 
change the toe-in just a little. After that 
was done, they went home. 

I feel much more visible now that I 
have the extra lights on the rig. The 
toe-in adjustment helped quite a bit as 
far as head shake, but now it seems to 
pull to the right somewhat. The modi-
fied triple trees are supposed to com-
pensate for the crown in the road, but 
they re not back yet from Side Effects.  

I got the modified seat back a few 
days later. The upholstery guy charged 
me almost nothing. The seat looked 
pretty good, though not perfect as I 
would have preferred. Oh well, it s a 
learning experience for both of us. He 
is from another country and doesn t 
speak much English so I m sure some-
thing was lost in the translation. It s on, 
and seems much more comfortable 
during my limited testing around town.  

The next time I have him do the seat, 
we ll probably get it just right. It seems 
to need a little more re-contouring of 
the foam. I may help him cut the foam 
next time or be a little more specific 
with my instructions. 

I ve had two custom seats by the 
name brand people and they were 

wonderful, but I believe in supporting 
my local businessmen as much as 
possible. For the price he charges, I 
can get the seat re-done several times 
before I have as much money invested 
as I would have to spend on one of the 
big name seat specialty people. The 
only concern I have at the moment is: 
will the foam be the right density to 
support my fat rear for a day at a time?  

So far, I haven t been able to leave 
town for a real test as there have been 
too many projects going on at my 
house to allow much spare time. But 
that will have to change soon. 

I m slightly concerned that my seat-
ing position may dictate a change in 
the handlebars. I prefer a slight for-
ward lean as I had on my BMW 
R1100RS and the Goose seems to sit 
a little upright for me. I will also inves-
tigate a backrest. I may have to make 
one, but who cares? I like fiddling 
around with things like that. I had a 
backrest on my Hog and it worked 
very well. So, time will tell. 

Not much happened for a while, just 
a few rides around town, then one day 
a new friend (Rich Arimoto) called and 
asked if I wanted to ride Dark Canyon. 
It is a nice little ride out in the country.  
Carlsbad is in the desert and the 
mouth of Dark Canyon is in the foot-
hills of the Guadalupe Mountains. The 
road meanders down the bottom of a 
canyon that is one of the main drains 
for the mountains. It also crosses a 
streambed several times that is usually 
dry. There are a lot of hills and curves.  
It is one of the more interesting rides 
nearby, especially if you want to ride 
fast. It is a fairly technical road. Open 
range, narrow road, short sight dis-
tances, gravel in the corners, etc. It is 
about 70 miles in length from the time 
you leave home till you return.  

Rich rides an old Guzzi 73 Ambas-
sador and his friend Dave rides a late 
model Springer Harley. I told them that 
they should ride their own ride and I 
would ride mine, figuring they would 
leave me in the dust. 

I had a lot of reservations about 
whether I could do the ride as I really 
hadn t done more than putt around 
town a little since my stay in the hospi-
tal. I hadn t even been on the BMW 
R1100RS, so it was my first decent 
ride in about 10 months. 

They took off, Rich leading, with me 
in the middle and Dave following.  
Much to my delight I was able to stay 
right with them though I have to con-
fess they were not riding very aggres-
sively. I practiced hanging off and pre-
tended like I really knew what I was 
doing. It was an exhilarating ride and I 
felt good afterwards. I felt like I could 
have gone twice the distance without 

too much fatigue. 
A couple of weeks later, I decided to 

ride from Carlsbad across the Sacra-
mento Mountains to Alamogordo and 
visit the Guzzi dealer. I was up at the 
crack of dawn, loading the rig with 
camping gear, clothes and so on. After 
two wheeling for 40 years, it was a sur-
prise to me how much junk you can 

stuff in a sidecar. The Goose cranked 
right up and I headed out across the 
desert, into the foothills. I stopped in 
Hope and drank some water. This is a 
tiny, tiny town with maybe a couple 
dozen or so people living there. They 
have a really nice, shady park along-
side the highway that I always stop at.  
Stopping there has become a tradition 
with me. It is my first opportunity to rest 
and reflect on things in a quiet peace-
ful setting when traveling that particular 
road. Stopping there is my first re-
minder that I am gone again, doing 
what I love to do, riding motorcycles.  
My time in that little park is always a 
catharsis for me. 

After a few minutes I continued down 
the road. Near Mayhill, I witnessed the 
remains of the recent 15,400 acre for-
est fire. It was a sad situation all the 
way around. A man carelessly dropped 
a cigarette and started the fire. He was 
a hunter and an avid outdoorsman. He 
couldn t deal with what he had done 
and the next day he committed suicide. 
This was just the start of the summer 
and the beginning of the fire season of 
2001 that devastated the west. 

I stopped in Cloudcroft (elevation 
9000 feet), gassed up and rode down 
the other side of the mountain to Ala-
mogordo. I m now learning that a rig 
creates a lot of wind resistance and 
has a subsequent drop in gas mileage.  
I m also learning that other factors dic-
tate the speed at which I ride. I can no 

(Continued from page 15) 

(Continued on page 17)  

I practiced hanging 
off and pretended 
like I really knew 
what I was doing. It 
was an exhilarating 
ride and I felt good 
afterwards.  



THE SIDECARIST SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER, 2004 VOLUME 28 NUMBER 5 Page 17 

longer just twist the throttle and go with 
reckless abandon. 

Alamogordo is just outside of Hollo-
man Air Force base, home of the 
Stealth fighters and on the edge the 
White Sands National Monument, 275 
square miles of pure white gypsum 
sand. It is also just a few miles from 
the famous White Sands Missile 
Range and the White Sands Test Fa-
cility. In the late 60 s a lot of research 
was done on propulsion systems for 
the Apollo Lunar Landing vehicles at 
the test facility. 

The Guzzi dealership was sponsor-
ing a poker run that morning. I visited 
with some of the players in Cloudcroft 
and was treated to a free noon meal at 
the dealership. I got to see the new 
LeMans and visited with the mechanic 
that is going to install the new triple 
trees for me. 

I went from there to Ruidoso to visit 
with my wife s son and his family. The 
two little girls, ages 5 and 6, always 
beg for rides in the sidecar and I m 
always happy to oblige. 

I returned home the following day.  
My trip encompassed a distance of 
410 miles. I ve done more miles than 
that in one day many times before on a 
two wheeler, but I felt good when I got 
home because I haven t ridden in 
some time and I wasn t very tired. It 
was a good feeling to be on the road 
again (by the way, the seat worked 
pretty darn well!). 

Since then, I have been able to 
make several out of town trips. After 
the first one, I decided that I d have to 
get those triple clamps installed.  
There was just too much work involved 
in keeping the thing in a straight line on 
my side of the road. I did discover 
though, that if I drove in the oncoming 
lane, everything seemed to neutralize 
and holding a straight line was pretty 
easy. I understand that this may be 
against the law and urge other riders 
not to follow my lead. 

The mechanic at the Guzzi shop had 
moved on, so I went to a local motor-
cycle mechanic to see if he would in-
stall the triple clamps. He said he 
would, but in reality he wasn t really 
interested in doing the job. Every time I 
stopped by to ask when he wanted me 
to bring the rig in, he had one excuse 

after another. It finally became appar-
ent that if it was going to be done, I 
was going to have to be a little more 
creative. I called Bob Elder and asked 
him if I could come stay with him, eat 
his food and drink his beer for a couple 
of days while he installed the triple 
clamps. I would be there to offer sup-
port and encouragement. Surprisingly, 
he said yes. 

As a note of explanation, Bob was a 
farm boy turned auto mechanics 
teacher. He had been working on mo-

torcycles since he was in junior high.  
He s retired now and earns a little 
travel money restoring British twins. He 
doesn t hesitate to rip into anything 
mechanical, whereas I tend to panic 
when I have to change license plates. 

We tore into the old Goose and had 
the front end off in no time. I m now 
sick to my stomach and Bob is show-
ing nothing but confidence. The re-
assembly took a little longer. We spent 
a good part of the day getting the fork 
tubes back into the triple clamps. It 
required four hands, a hammer and a 
pry bar, a little bit of time looking at the 
whole assembly and just a little prac-
tice on my French. Once we got it back 
together, it was time for a test drive. 

This time, Bob wanted me to go first.  
I KNOW he was thinking that if the 
darn thing fell apart, he wanted me on 
it. 

I could tell within 100 feet that we 
had exorcised the devil (head shake) 
from this machine. I took off down the 
road at a rather frenetic pace and 
whipped the rig from side to side. It 

steered like magic. I throttled past the 
wobbly spot and it was not there. I 
went faster. The rig still had no head 
shake. I slowed down. Still none. I 
went back to the shop just a grinnin . 
Bob took the rig up the road and came 
back a grinnin also. 

Bob got in the sidecar and we went 
looking for a highway. I drove about 10 
miles out of town and was still grinnin .  
We changed places and Bob drove 
back to town. Upon arrival at the shop 
Bob told me that in all the years he had 
been working on cars, trucks and mo-
torcycles, he had never seen a single 
change make such an  improvement in 
a vehicle. I had to agree. 

About 36 months have passed since 
I bought this rig and started this jour-
nal. Unfortunately, my friend Mr. 
Bridges across the street has passed 
away, Bob Darden s beard has gotten 
longer, and Bob Elder now owns a 
sidecar (again). I ve ash-canned the 
windshield and now ride naked. What I 
mean is, I now ride a naked bike. The 
seat has worked out just fine and the 
handlebars have remained stock. I ve 
joined the USCA, have hosted a side-
car rally and am in the process of plan-
ning another one. I ve been to the 
USCA National Rally and have high 
hopes of going again this summer. I ve 
met some of the nicest people I have 
ever known because I own a sidecar. 

My sidecar experience has been a 
dream come true, a dream that started 
way back in the 1940 s in a movie 
theater in Hobart, Oklahoma. 

That little fat kid, now a portly white-
haired retiree, finally got his sidecar. 
He just wishes that he d done it 20 
years earlier

 
(Continued from page 16)   

I did discover though, 
that if I drove in the 
oncoming lane, eve-
rything seemed to 
neutralize and hold-
ing a straight line was 
pretty easy. I under-
stand that this may 
be against the law 
and urge other riders 
not to follow my lead.  

Thanks from J.R. Lewis  
I would like to thank everyone 
who took time out to vote for 
me. Upon resignation of Toby 
Toberny as Texas rep,I was 
appointed in his place. I would 
like all the Texas members to 
feel free to contact me. In 
fact,I would like them to get in 
touch with me.  

Thanks!  J.R.Lewis  
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Getting Registration setup. From left: Bob Madigan, the man on the ground 
for the rally and new Indiana state rep, Bob Montaque, treasurer and outgoing 
VP and rally meister extraordinaire Al Olme.  

Above: Bruce & Louise Stephens rig  

Left: Ready for the kids games!  

Right: Jean Ken-
nedy & Georgia 
Tretyak get in the 
spirit of things for 
the childrens 
games hosted by 
Jean on Friday. 
(Georgia is not 
really standing 
on a chair!)  

T-shirts by cd grafix: Cindy and Dennis Loughmiller from Clarksville, In. 
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Volunteers assembling the rally packages: From left:  
Joyce Canfield, Alice Woodward, Bob Davis, Tara Giese, Lyndsey Davis and J.R. Ewing. 

Dave Sasenick and Jay Giese confer in the background.  

Like a well oiled machine, registration ran like clockwork. From left: Sarge , Bill Dobias, 
Just Dave Szkudlarek, Chuck Tretyak and Bob Montague work the system.  

Midwest Director Just Dave Szkudlarek 
& Secretary Al Roach  

When am I supposed to stop?  
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A 61 /2 Conversion with a Pop Dreyer sidecar owned by 
Wendell Owens of Coatsville, In.  

Below: The last one - a 55 Nimbus with ACAP sidecar  

New member Ernest Streikthau brought this immaculate  
49 Matchless with The Dusting sidecar  

Bob Honemann and Cindy Crowell pose with Bob s 
93 Krauser Domani - the only one in this country! Bob 
had only owned it for 1 month and it broke down 
later that day. Fortunately, Al Olme had a trailer and 
was able to rescue them from the side of the road. It 
sure drew a crowd!  

Nancy & Scott Koeneman were at the rally with their new busi-
ness: Family Freedom Motorcycling.  

Check them out at www.familymotorcycling.com for  
motorcycling gear for your kids.  

http://www.familymotorcycling.com
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Terry McCandish of Lee s Motorcycle Accessories checks out a  
copy of Riding with a Sidecar.

  

G-Mans Leather and More had a big tent with lots of goodies.  

Piero Bassi s V-Max 
with Peter Stern 

sidecar  

John Kennedy addresses members at the  
general meeting on Saturday night.  

Near right: Babe Parks wins oldest fe-
male sidecar driver.  

Far right: Roger M. wins longest solo bike 
driver. 
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Left: Jeanine Walker wins hard luck award Above: Loading up the wounded.  

Awards! 
Your editor has some serious apologizing to do. 

My rig ate the alternator belt around noon on Satur-
day and I got to spend the rest of the afternoon and 
some of the evening getting to Louisville and back 
with a new belt. I missed all of the sidecar games, 
dinner and most of the awards ceremony. Still 
haven t found anyone who wrote all the winners 
down. If you did - please let me know! Thanks, 
Steve  
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Dauntless Motors Corporation 
Attn. Tara & Jay Giese 
17022 SE Wax Road 
Covington, WA 98042-9122 USA 
253-638-1793 
jay@dauntlessmotors.com 
Item: (2) Twin Tires  

Creative Metal Products 
Attn. Steve Neuschwander 
P.O. Box 702 
Cascadia, OR 97329 
Item: Vintage Sidecar Mounting 
Bracket  

Bob s BMW 
Attn. Bob Henig 
10720 Guilford Road 
Columbia-Jessup, MD 20794 
Item: (10) Shirts  

Works Performance Products, Inc. 
Attn. Monica Longacre 
21045 Osborne Street 
Canoga Park, CA 91304 
Item: (6) Gift Certificates  

David Hough 
93 Thunder Road 
Port Angeles, WA 98362 
Item: (3) Autographed Books  

IMZ Ural of America 
Attn. Gary Kelsey 
15411 NE 95th Street 
Redmond, WA 98052 (continued!) 
Phone: 425-702-8484 
Fax: 425-696-0834 
info@imz-ural.com 
Item: Ural Gas Can  

Bill Monroe s Music Park & Camp-
ground 
Attn. Dwight Dillman 
5163 St. Rd. 135 North 
Morgantown, IN 46160 
Item: Cooler / Chair & Free Museum 
tour for all rally participants.  

Lee s Motorcycle Accessories 
Attn. Terry McCandish 
39 West Street 
Canal Winchester, OH 43110 
Item: BMW Glass Etching  

Side Effects 
Attn. Peter Smith 
RR #5 S4 C3 
Kamloops, B.C. V2H 6C2 
Canada 
Item: (2) Steerite Triple Tree Modifica-
tions   

G Man s Leather 
Attn. Gary Fredrick 
62 Grand Ave. 
Tiffin, OH 44883 
Item: Leather Vest  

Canadian Sidecar Owners Club 
Attn. 04 Rally Chair 
Item: (2) Free Admissions to this years 
rally  

Family Freedom Motorcycling 
Attn. Nancy & Scott Koeneman 
1821 Lake Ridge West 
Monticello, IL 61856 
Item: Mug & Shirt  

Hack d Magazine 
Attn. Chris Dodson 
P.O. Box 58 
Buckhannon, WV 26201 
Item: (3) 1 Year Subscriptions  

CD Grafix 
Attn. Dennis Loughmiller 
P.O. Box 3354 
Clarksville, IN 47131-3354 
Item: USCA Windbreaker & Sweatshirt    

Many thanks to the following Door & Raffle Prize Sponsors! 

 

We apologize if we missed any other businesses which may have donated items to these activities. We also want to 
thank all the Rally participants who donated Door & Raffle prizes. It was impossible to list you all and we didn t want to 
take the chance of missing someone. Thank you all! Louise & Bruce Stephens. 

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!  
Louise and I would like to thank all the volunteers that helped out with the Door / Raffle Prize Activities at this years 

USCA National Rally. As you very well know, volunteers give up their rally time so others can enjoy it.   
No activity can be successful without a good team and we had a good one. Louise and I would like to personally thank 

Tom 'Sarge' Brown, Bob 'boltsrightup' Davis and his wife Kelli and daughters Kayla & Lyndsey, Beverly & William Do-
bias, Matt Szkudlarek and Sherry & Duke Le Due, who  put in long hours and really made it happen. Sorry if we missed 
mentioning anyone. Sincerely, Louise & Bruce Stephens Door / Raffle Prize Activity Co-Chairpersons 
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Every year more people are dis-
covering the fun and challenge of mo-
torcycling. And many of these people 
are finding they want to share the 
pleasures of riding in the wind, of two 
or three-wheel travel, with the young 
people in their lives  children, grand-
children, nieces and nephews. 

But they re also discovering frus-
tration while searching for protective 
motorcycling clothing for these kids. 
The search is over  Cordura and 
leather riding jackets and pants, with 
armor, and Cordura and leather riding 
gloves are now available in youth 
sizes, in the U.S. through Family Free-
dom Motorcycling 
[www.familymotorcycling.com]. 

Nancy and Scott Koeneman dis-
covered the difficulty of finding youth-
size riding gear more than three years 
ago when they began touring and trav-

eling by motorcycle. Their son, Quinn, 
wanted to join them on some rides, but 
putting him in protective riding gear, 
like the jackets and pants they wore, 
looked impossible. Nancy started to 
search, thinking someone, somewhere 
must make riding gear for kids de-
signed for touring and traveling. 

And she couldn t find anyone in the 
U.S. who had such a thing. 

But she did find a shop in England 
whose owner designed and manufac-
tured kid-size riding gear in both tex-
tiles and leather. BabyBiker Wear was 
the product but it cost nearly as much 
to ship one riding suit to the U.S. as 
the suit itself cost. 

Nancy realized she probably was-
n t the only person in the U.S. search-
ing for this kind of riding gear. After 
research and more research, and sev-
eral discussions with the BabyBiker 

Wear designer, she decided she d try 
to bring this gear to the U.S. and fill 
this unmet need. It took another year 
of sorting out customs and shipping 
issues, but Nancy is now the sole U.S. 
importer and distributor of BabyBiker 
Wear. She and her husband have 
formed the company Family Freedom 
Motorcycling and are selling the rid-
ing gear through their website and at 
motorcycling rallies in the Midwest. 

They plan to expand their inven-
tory and product line to include youth 
size motorcycling boots, and additional 
styles of jackets and gloves. They also 
plan to include other products geared 
toward families traveling and touring by 
motorcycle. 

Product photos and details can be 
found at: 

www.familymotorcycling.com  

 (see photo - page 20)  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

MOTORCYCLING FAMILY STYLE: INTRODUCING FAMILY FREEDOM MOTORCYCLING

 

http://www.familymotorcycling.com]
http://www.familymotorcycling.com
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On Saturday, I had hoped to go on 
the Ken Askey ride, but since the 
board meeting ran long (go figure!) and  
registration needed some help, I ended 
up passing on that. I understand it was 
great - as usual. As to the board meet-
ing - I have 16 pages of transcript to 
wade through, and for some reason, I 
keep ignoring it. I ll give you the 
reader s digest version here and pester 
the board for something more formal 
for the next issue. For the record, 
when I say The Board I mean John 
Kennedy, Al Olme, Al Roach, Bob 
Montague, Joyce Canfield, Dave 
Szkudlarek and Jay Giese. Board 
members Steve Clark (Northeast) and 
Spencer Bennett (Southeast) did not 
attend the rally.  

As you know from reading John s 
column on page 4, Colby Cousineau 
was elected as the new VP and Chuck 
Tretyak was elected as the new North-
east Director, while Joyce Canfield 
was reelected as the Central  Director. 

The good news is that the treasury is 
very healthy with Bob Montague re-
porting that we are in the black.  

Balance as of June 22, 2004:   
$9736.18. 

Last year s rally made:  
 $768.00  

July 1 2003 to June 22, 2004:  

Total Income of  $21,790.00 
Total Expenses of  $17,686.00 
a net increase of  $4,117.00  

I got to talk about The Sidecarist for a 
while and then Al Olme talked about 
what is going on with the web site.  

There was much discussion about 
how the board would meet electroni-
cally in the future. 

Al Roach gave a review of what he 
does as Secretary of the USCA to the 
board. It was confirmed by Al that the 
USCA is a current registered non-profit 
corporation with the state of Illinois. 

There was much discussion about 
the current board ending the $200 a 
month stipend that the Secretary is 
currently paid, given that a) the Secre-
tary is a board position and b) all other 
positions are volunteer. It was agreed 
that this issue would be revisited when 
the new board meets.  

Next, John Kennedy proposed a for-

mal contact for association administra-
tion. This would be so each administra-
tive position (Advertising, Club Para-
phernalia, Publicity, Chaplain and Edi-
tor) would have a clear point of con-
tact. After some discussion this passed 
unanimously.  

John s next proposal was for Blue 
Ribbon Committees as a way to get 
more members involved in the decision 
making process of the club. This mo-
tion also passed. [If you get asked to 
be on a blue ribbon committee, please 
accept!] 

Dave Sasenick gave a report on the 
status of Club Paraphernalia. (see 
page 30). John commented that he 
would like to see the general quality of 
club stuff go up. 

Al Olme then introduced a proposal 
for the USCA to have a copy of Dave 
Hough s book Driving A Sidecar (aka 
The Yellow Book) on the USCA web 
site and to sell the book in exchange 
for a regular ad in The Sidecarist. As I 
read the transcript, this motion passed, 
though it is not clear to me from the 
transcript who owns implementation of 
this issue. 

John concluded the meeting with 
outlining his goals for the club: 1) that 
the USCA be more member friendly, 2)   
that the USCA renew it s commitment 
about being a family oriented organiza-
tion, 3) that the USCA work to improve 
it s membership retention, 4) that the 
USCA have bigger rallies and more 
fun!  

So concluded the board meeting. I 
had missed the last half due to the reg-
istration table needing some help. 

On Saturday afternoon my daughter 
and I decided to go into Nashville for 
some lunch and ice cream. On the way 
back, I had the wonderful smell of 
burning rubber followed by the alterna-
tor light on my rig lighting up while un-
derway - never a good sign. 

Once back at the campground, I met 
Greg Tenbrook with whose encourage-
ment, I stripped off the left side of the 
fairing and got the alternator cover off 
to reveal that the belt was toast. No 
problem. This had happened to Greg 
and he was able to fix it and he had 
some friends at the rally who could 
probably remember how to do the ad-
justment if I could get a new belt.  

A call to the Indy BMW dealer (50 

miles away) resulted in no joy - they 
were out of stock, but the Louisville 
dealer (80 miles away) had one, but 
was closing in an hour. I bought the 
belt over the phone and asked them to 
leave it in a good spot for me, which 
they agreed to do. Jay and Tara Geise 
lent me their rental car, and I was off to 
Louisville! While I had good direction to 
the shop, I still managed to miss it and 
paid for that with a flat tire on the rental 
car! Not my day. I finally found the 
dealer and got the belt and headed 
back for the rally site on the midget 
spare. 

By the time I got back, I had missed 
the sidecar games, dinner and half of 
the awards ceremony. Tired and hun-
gry, I forgot to a) record the rest of the 
award winners and b) see if anyone 
else had thought to do it. Maybe there 
will be a recap in the next issue if 
some kind soul has a record of who 
won what and sends it to me. Hint! 

After the awards and door prizes had 
been handed out, there was a bit of a 
general meeting.  

It was either Jay or Tara that an-
nounced that the 27th National USCA 
rally would be held at the Skamania 
County Fairgrounds, near the Colum-
bia River in Washington State next 
year in June on the same weekend as 
this year s rally. (That makes it June 
23-26 on my calendar.) 

There was some discussion about 
why, with most of the members of the 
USCA located in the Midwest that the 
National would be held in the west. 
Personally, since the last USCA na-
tional on the west coast was in 1990, I 
sure hope to see a lot of you next year! 

Then, as the meeting broke up there 
was the incident that Ken Askey re-
fers to in his letter to the editor. I know 
that both people involved deeply regret 
it. I m not going to give it any more 
mileage here, but you can bet they 
have both been taken out behind the 
woodshed. 

So! The meeting ends and the crowd 
thins out, so I take my new alternator 
belt in hand and start looking for Greg, 
but he finds me along with Greg 
Baumgardner of Springfield Ohio and 
Kevin Klages of Wellsburg, WV. These 
gentlemen, assisted by their Marilyn 
Baumgardner proceed to fix my 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 27) 
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September 2   5 
Bigfoot Sidecar Club Kootney 
Kampout Mirror Lake Campground, 
Box 540 Kaslo, B.C.  VoG 1MO, Can-
ada, 250-353-7102, 3 miles south of 
Kaslo B.C., 50 miles north of Nelson 
B.C.  Camping fee only  Very scenic 
area for riding, hot springs caves, hik-
ing, historic gold mining towns.  For 
more information, contact Jerry Co-
tanko, 6115  216th Street RR11, 
Langley, B.C. V2Y 2N6, Canada, 604-
534-6473, Fax 604-534-5909, spar-
rowhawksidecars@yahoo.ca  

Sept. 3  6 
16th  Vintage British Motorcycle, 
Sidecar and Teardrop Rally 
Live Oak Campground, near Lake Ca-
chuma just 15 miles north of Santa 
Barbara, CA. USA on highway 154 
next to the golf course.  A $125 pre-
paid fee includes campsite, showers, 
activities and 9 meals.  The rally is 
family oriented with field events for 
motorcycles and one for bicycles, a 
motorcycle show, rides in the area, lots 
of awards and prizes.  For more infor-
mation, contact John or Donna at 
The British Connection, 9530 Cypress 
Street, Lakeside, CA  92040, 1-888-
627-2559, Fax 619-443-1839, or, jmul-
rean@cox.net  

Sept. 11 
East Central Iowa Sidecar Rally 
Join us and meet the 2003 inductee. 
10AM to 4PM at the National Motorcy-
cle Museum and Hall of Fame in Ana-
mosa, Iowa. See ad on page 13. For 
more information contact John s Side-
car Shoppe (319) 846-2619 or jcdden-
nis@aol.com.  

Sept. 10  12 
Hoosier Hacks 'So Long Summer  
Muscatatuck County Park, North 
Vernon, Indiana, USA  West side of 
State Route 7, on the south side of 
North Vernon  Friday night hot dogs 
and campfire, Saturday morning pan-
cakes, Saturday afternoon tech ses-
sions, Saturday evening dinner ride, 
Sunday morning donuts. - $5 per fam-
ily plus camping fees  Camping $12 - 
$15 per night - For more details, con-

tact Fred Hunteman, 3331 East Daniel 
Street, Mooresville, IN  46158, 317-
831-8105 or fhunteman@mw.net 
. 
September 12 
23rd Annual Dinosaur Show at the 
Queens County Farm Museum 73-50 
Little Neck Parkway, Floral Park, NY. 
11:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Donation $4 to 
benfit the Farm Museum. The Largest 
Antique Motorcycle Show in New York 
City, in the apple orchard of this 46 
acre working farm. Activities include: 
Judged show of over 100 antique 
bikes, live music, vendors, swap meet, 
competition: slow race, blind sidecar 
race, kid s activities: farm animals, 
hayrides, egg toss, sack race (yes, 
adults can participate too), Fresh vege-
tables sales, Greenhouse, Farmhouse 
tours, petting zoo. Free Parking! Bikes 
to be judged are requested to arrive by 
10:30AM. Qualifications are that the 
model is stock (unmodified) and be out 
of production for at least ten years. All 
proceeds to benefit the Queens 
County Farm Museum. Vendors 
wanted! Space only $25. For further 
information call Museum Events at 
(718) 347-3276 or 
info@queensfarm.org. Contact Amy 
Fischetti at (718) 347-3276, ext 13 or 
Steve Eftimiades at (917) 501-6449.   

September 24  26 
Sidecars In The Flint Hills 
a USCA Central Regional Event. All 
motorcyclist welcome.  Council Grove 
Lake, Santa Fe Trail Park Group Area 
S-1, Council Grove 
(www.councilgrove.com), Kansas. 
Door prizes, awards, guided and self 
guided tours, dinner run, sidecar 
games, coffee  donuts, camping in-
cluded, showers, 50/50 drawing, 
weiner roast. Pre-registration $25, at 
the gate $30, children up to 15, free. 
For more information and directions, 
contact Joyce Canfield, 5201 Cook 
Road, St. Joseph, MO  64505, 816-
232-2726, cell 816-390-4132, or, 
jhcn92@yahoo.com.  Solo motorcy-
cles welcome.  

September 24  26 
NEMG (New England Moto Guzzi) 

Club Rally Partridge Hollow Camp-
ground, Monson, MA. USA  Rally fee 
includes a Friday night stew & Satur-
day night supper and two nights camp-
ing - This is a combination solo/sidecar 
rally, for more information, contact Mil-
lie Pease, New England Moto Guzzi 
Club, 809 Kennedy Road, Windsor, CT  
06095, Phone 860-688-1579.   

September 24  26 
21st Ears Across the Border Sidecar 
Timberline RV Park Resort, 736 Wilde 
Road, Concrete, WA  98237, USA, 
360-826-3131  5 miles west of Con-
crete, WA off Hwy. 26  Camping fee 
only  Very scenic riding area, corn & 
weenie roast, group ride  For more 
information, contact Jerry Cotanko, 
6115  216th Street RR11, Langley, 
B.C. V2Y 2N6, Canada, 604-534-6473, 
Fax 604-534-5909, sparrowhawkside-
cars@yahoo.ca.   

September 25-26  
The Twentieth annual Sidecar and 
Enthusiasts Rally is to be held at the 
usual site on the Bridle Track, north of 
Bathurst on the banks of the Mac-
quarie River. A family rally so bring the 
kids. There will be a gymkhana for kids 
of all ages and trophies. T-shirts, hats 
and badges are available. $12 adult 
pre paid/$15 on site.$9 child pre 
paid/$12 on site. $25 family pre paid/ 
$30 on site  
Pre paids to Rally Organizer Po box 
1069 Blacktown NSW 2148. 
For more info call Ruben 02 9547 2885  

September 26 
2nd Annual TOMA Ride for Burned 
Kids. Sponsored by the Red Knights 
of Toronto, Milton and Burlington. The 
ride begins in Toronto, Ontario, Can-
ada. First stop is at the Milton Fire Hall. 
The final destination is at the Burling-
ton Fire Hall on Fairview Street in Bur-
lington, Ontario, Canada. For more 
information, a map of the ride route, or 
pledge sheets visit the TOMA Founda-
tion web site. 
www.fondtomafound.org/english/index.
htm. The Canadian Sidecar Owners 
Club has been asked to participate by 

(Continued on page 27)  

Coming Events 

http://www.councilgrove.com
http://www.fondtomafound.org/english/index
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giving child burn victims rides at the final 
destination on the ride, at the Burlington 
Fire Hall. You can visit our web site at 
www.csoc.20m.com , or contact Brian 
Brama. 2 Sunrise Street, Holland Landing, 
Ontario, Canada L9N 1H4   (905)836-
0095 brinette@rogers.com   

October 15  17 
Georgia Sidecar Club VP, Eddie George 
organizes a campout on months with five 
Fridays, These are not rallies and there is 
no admission fee. Just an informal sidecar 
gathering. What happens at these camp-
outs depends on the weather and who 
shows up. You reserve your own camp-
site or lodging. This is an open invitation. 
All sidecarists or solo bikes interested in 
sidecars are welcome to attend. For more 
information, contact Eddie George, 706-
654-2648.   

October 23  24 
33nd Griffith Park Sidecar Rally  Crystal 
Springs picnic area, Griffith Park, Los An-
geles, CA Doug Bingham 818-780-5542  

December 17  19 
Georgia Sidecar Club VP, Eddie George 
organizes a campout on months with five 
Fridays, These are not rallies and there is 
no admission fee. Just an informal sidecar 
gathering. What happens at these camp-
outs depends on the weather and who 
shows up. You reserve your own camp-
site or lodging. This is an open invitation. 
All sidecarists or solo bikes interested in 
sidecars are welcome to attend. For more 
information, contact Eddie George, 706-
654-2648.  

(Continued from page 26) 
bike! I got to hold the flashlight - 
some of the time, and put the covers 
back on, but without these guys, I 
was looking at a flatbed trailer and a 
couple of days in Indianapolis wait-
ing for the dealer to get to it. Greg, 
Greg, Marilyn and Kevin - Thanks 
once again for all your help. I 
deeply appreciate it! In fact, I ran 
into Greg Baumgardner at the BMW 
MOA national in Spokane a couple 
of weeks ago and he wanted to know 
how the rig was running. There had 
been some speculation that the alter-
nator might be on the way out as it 
wasn t turning as freely as it should 
have, but that turned out to be some 
of the old belt stuck behind the pulley 
causing the problem. 

By the time the bike was ready to 
go it was pretty late and I was pretty 

hungry. Alice and I ended up having 
dinner on Saturday night with Al and 
Maryann Olme at the only place 
open in Nashville- McDonalds! I slept 
pretty good that night

 
On Sunday, Alice and I wandered 

off towards Massachusetts spending 
Sunday night in Washington, PA and 
Monday night visiting family in Leba-
non, PA. On Tuesday, we smelled 
the barn and arrived in Plymouth, 
MA around 5:30 to meet up with Al-
ice s mom, my wife, Julie and Julie s 
sister Nancy and her husband Ken. 
Ken was blown away by the sidecar 
and helped me fix a bunch of little 
things.  

Now, the rig waits for my return in 
October in a barn in NH. That s it!  

(Continued from page 25) 

Kevin Glages scopes out the adjustment while Greg Baumgarden 
looks on. They let me hold the flashlight - some of the time. 

http://www.csoc.20m.com
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I think most would agree 
that the National Rally went 
well and was enjoyed by all. 

I certainly enjoyed meeting 
lots of old friends and making 
some new ones. It was so 
good to see families traveling 
together and a number of 
women drivers. One was Ann 
Smith who brought her two 
nieces along so I am sure 
they will brag about having an 
Aunt like that! And you folk 
who bring your miniature 
dogs, did you see that she 
had her St Bernard in the 
sidecar too!! 

To those who made kind 
comments about the guided 
tour let me say that I was 
greatly assisted in the prepa-
ration of this by John Flynn of 
Bloomington and I spent an 
enjoyable day riding with him 
on his trike before the rally. 
He is not a member of USCA 
but is a fellow member of the 
GWRRA. John also spent 
most of a day rounding up the 
parts for my front wheel bear-
ings which enabled me to still 
do the tour on my own out-
fit,so he made a big contribu-
tion to the rally. 

I think about 8 or 9 guys 
assisted me in various ways 
with that front wheel problem, 
it is almost a pleasure to 
break down in a group like 
that!! I have mentioned John 
Flynn. Amongst others who 
helped greatly were Duke Le 
Due, Bruce Stephens, Paul 
Coberly and J.R. Lewis who, 
when he knew that I needed 
transport on Thursday, threw 
me the keys to his truck and 
said Bring it back when you 
are finished!

 
I was originally told that the 

tour would be on Friday which 
I think is the best day. Why 
on earth was it switched to 
Saturday which can be busier 
and clashed with the sidecar 
games? This was never ex-
plained to me. Bear this in 
mind in future planning fel-
lows! 

Probably the only thing 
which marred an otherwise 
totally enjoyable rally was the 
very disappointing spectacle 
put on, by two board mem-
bers no less, right at the end. 
Concern had been expressed 
and assurances given about 
animosity on the board but 
we must say, that outburst did 
not inspire much confidence. 
A number of us discussed 
this afterwards (this is not just 
my opinion) and were agreed 
that this has nothing to do 
with who said what or who 
was proved right or wrong. 
Mature people who know 
their manners, do not rant 
and rave like that in public (or 
private for that matter!) so 
really all that the two mem-
bers did was to demonstrate 
a deplorable immaturity and a 
shockingly bad example to 
any young people present. A 
wriften apology from the two 
members concerned in the 
next SIDECARIST would 
help. We keep hearing that 
the club is To be given back 
to the members whatever 
that means! We need a better 
example from the board if 
there are going to be enough 
members to receive it!! 

Sincerely, Kenneth Askey # 
6324 

 
To THE EDITOR July 6, 2004 

Ken Askey 
talks about the 
Saturday 
morning ride at 
the awards 
ceremony on 
Saturday night.  

Support our advertisers! 
Tell them you saw it in  

The Sidecarist 
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USCA Books and Paraphernalia  
Books  
1. Riding With A Sidecar: English translation of a German manual originally published by the Federal Motorcycle Rid-
ers Association of Germany. Includes lots of theories, formulas, technical info and practical suggestions.  
2. Sidecar Operator Manual: The original USCA sidecar text written by Hal Kendall (most recently revised in 1988) to 
assist an experienced motorcyclist to transition to sidecar driving. This is the text used in sidecar driving prior to 1997.  
3. They Called Him Pop, The Floyd "Pop" Dreyer Story: New book by Mike Dreyer. The book chronicles the life of 
Floyd Dreyer the sidecar racer, race car builder, motorcycle retailer and sidecar builder. This is a great addition to any 
library and a must for collectors. 236 pages, hardcover with over 200 photos.   

Description  Quantity  Price  Total  
Riding With A Sidecar  $10.00 
Sidecar Operator Manual  $5.00  
They Called Him Pop  $45.45 
USCA Logo T-Shirt (grey w/ navy logo) M L XL  $10.00 
USCA Logo T-Shirt (grey w/ navy logo) XXL  $12.00 
USCA Logo Sweatshirt (grey w/ navy logo) M L XL  $15.00 
USCA Logo Sweatshirt (grey w/ navy logo) XXL  $17.00 
USCA Logo Golf Shirt (natural color) M L XL  $20.00 
USCA Logo Golf Shirt (natural color) XXL  $22.00 
USCA Logo Jacket (navy color w/ white logo, f/b) M L XL  $25.00 
USCA Logo Jacket (navy color w/ white logo, f/b) XXL  $27.00 
USCA Logo Baseball Cap (adj., natural w/ dk. blue logo and brim)  $9.00 
USCA Vinyl Logo Decal/Sticker  $1.00 
USCA Logo 3" Embroidered Patch  $3.00 
USCA Logo Cloisonné Pin w/ screw on back **NEW VERSION**   $5.00 
NAME: Sub Total:       
Addr:    Shipping & Handling - add $5.00 ($7.00 overseas)                                                          
CITY: STATE:  ZIP: Total:       
Email:  
Please send check or money order payable to the USCA in U.S. funds along with this completed form to:  
Dave Sasenick, 5039 Denise Way, Floyds Knobs, Indiana 47119. Ph. 812-923-1082. sasenick@epowerc.net  
Rev. 9/04  
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The Classifieds 

 

(a reasonable number of ads per issue are free to members. 
Please include your USCA membership number!)   

Classified First Time Ads  

Unrestored 1934 Harley Davidson package truck box that I 
would like to see go to a good home. It has great patina, ex-
cellent original interior wood and original company pinstriping/
title. Willing to work with someone restoring a H.D. Asking 2K. 
Gabe Griffin 714-231-0753 or email anytime at GGrif-
fin@CI.WESTMINSTER.CA.US  

2003 Ural Tourist 750, 225Km, like new with extras. Asking 
$7,500 OBO. Will sell sidecar separately. Kevin Derksen 
#6717 (507) 235-6465 (MN)  

USCA Paraphernalia Summary 6-23-04            

Sales    JUN - JAN -  TOTAL      
2003  2004   

ITEM DESCRIPTION  
THEY CALL HIM POP  1    1  
RIDING WITH A SICECAR 4  5  9  
SIDECAR OPERATORS MANUAL 5  5  10  
T-SHIRTS    7  3  10  
SWEAT SHIRTS  5  1  6  
GOLF SHIRTS  1    1  
JACKETS    1  3  4  
HATS    6  5  11  
FLASHING PIN  2    2  
VINYL LOGO STICKER  11  9  20  
3" PATCH    6  5  11  
USCA PIN   3  3  6   

TOTAL ITEMS 52  39  91            

Inventory on hand            
QTY  AMT  TOTAL  

SWEAT SHIRTS  27  $15.00  $405.00  
JACKETS    12  $25.00  $300.00  
T-SHIRTS VIRGINIA  9  $0.00  $0.00  
T-SHIRTS USCA  30  $10.00  $300.00  
GOLF SHIRTS  13  $20.00  $260.00  
RIDING WITH A SIDECAR  75  $10.00  $750.00  
SIDECAR OPERATOR MANUAL 95  $5.00  $475.00  
HATS    3  $9.00  $27.00  
STICKERS   509  $1.00  $509.00  
PINS    13  $5.00  $65.00  
PATCHES   44  $3.00  $132.00   

TOTAL VALUE OF INVENTORY $3,223.00             

BANK ACCOUNT BALANCE $689.85             

GRAND TOTAL OF  ASSETS $3,912.85 

1994 Honda CP1000/Vetter Terraplane 
sidecar. 40K on Honda with custom seat, bar 
risers and windshield. Sidecar set up by Vern 
Goodwin with his last electric lean. Body sur-
rounded by tubular grame. top half opens for 
entry. Has seatbelt and locking storage behind 
seat. Wife no longer likes to ride due to lower 
back fusion. $5800. Lyle #540 (303) 647-
2083. Sedalia, Colorado  

1982 Honda Custom 900 with Terraplane, 
already mounted and ready to ride. The bike 
has a dual range transmission (5 speeds high 
range, 5 speeds low range).  Great condition, 
color matched.  At 82, it s time for me to clear 
out some of my toys.  $4,500 complete!  Con-
tact Jim Scott, 317/786-6850  home, 
317/506-5145  cell. 
jamesjlscott317@aol.com  

Classified Second Time Ads  

Toy motorcycle collection, 2 wheels and 
sidecar, some old, some new.  Dennis, #5346. 
414-768-7262.  

2000 Kawasaki Vulcan Nomad FI.  Picture of 
rig on Championsidecars.com.  Convertable 
top, tonneau cover, electric tilt, driving, interior 
and trunk lights, disk brakes, air vent and 
more.  3500 mi. on rig.  David Gunn, #6273 
909-735-0195, Theodicy98@aol.com.  
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Since the birth of the 
motorcycle, postcards 
have been there to docu-
ment the history of these 
marvelous machines. 
Now, for the first time, a 
book is available that is 
dedicated to the history 
of motorcycles as seen 
on pre-1940 postcards.   

Postcard collectors and 
motorcycle lovers will be 
fascinated by the range 
of material that was 
available in the last cen-
tury and is now por-
trayed in this unique 
book. Over 700 full color 
images are shown. You 
don t even have to like 
motorcycles to enjoy this 
book.  

Contact: 

  

Jerry Hooker 
757 Brushwood 
Walled Lake, MI  

48390 U.S.A.   

Chapters include:

  

American Cycles 
European Cycles 

Racing 
Sidecars 

Advertising 
Holidays 
Military 

Humorous  

Reviews

 
Lewis Baer 

The Postcard Collector

 
Prodigious research 

and the author s passion 
is evident on every 

page .  

Ed Youngblood 
Motohistory.net An 
impressive scholarly 

work .   

Midwest Book Review

 

Enthusiastically recom-
mended...enormous 

appeal for postcard col-
lectors, ...motorcycle 

enthusiasts... students of 
20th century popular 

culture

   

Contact the author about 
shipping rates for multi-
ple copies and destina-
tions outside the USA.   

hookman1@comcast.net 
www.motorcycle-
memories.com   

4 color printing  
8-1/2 x 11   
252 pages 
Over 700 images  
Hard cover              
Dust Jacket  
Printed case            
80# gloss paper 
         

Book Features:

 

Cycles identified 
Descriptive text 
Historical data 
Stamp boxes shown 
Price guide 
Fully indexed 
Bibliography 
Postcard resources 

Printed & bound in the U.S.A. $ 39.95 U.S.D. + Postage ( $ 4.25 in USA) Order form on web site 

Motorcycling Through History, During The Golden Age Of Postcards

 
A new book by Jerry S. Hooker 

http://www.motorcycle-
memories.com


Uni ted Sidecar 
Associat ion 

PRESORTED 
STANDARD 

US POSTAGE PAID 
PERMIT #167 
KOKOMO, IN 

ADDRESS SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Postage returns and postage due accounts 
to: 
The USCA, Inc. 
130 South Michigan 
Villa Park, IL 60181-2526

 

Were on the web 

www.sidecar.co
m 

Advertiser Index 
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Advertising Rates 

  

Ad Size Per Issue    

Full Page $125  
Half page $70  
1/3 page  $50  
1/4 page  $40  
1/6 page  $30  
1/8 page  $25   

5% discount for 3 issues (1/2 year)  
10% discount for 6 issues (full year)   

Business card ads:  
$30 per year for USCA members  
$50 per year for non-members   

Contact:  Tony George                  
GEORGEAJ01@comcast.net   
(256) 650-0787    
(physical address on page 3) 
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