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It s that time of year! If you would like to 
contribute to the future of the USCA, please 
consider running for one of the positions 
noted below.   

First, in order to run for office, you must 
be a member in good standing , which is 
defined as a club member with paid up 
dues.   

It has long been the policy of the USCA to 
extend membership benefits to the spouses 
of members and in most respects, that will 
continue but for the purposes of elections, 
only members who are actually named on 
the membership roster can nominate, run 
for office and/or vote. This does include 
members who have joined under the re-
cently created Associate Member status. 
As an Associate Member, you have both the 
right to vote and to hold office. You cannot 
nominate yourself; you must be nominated 
by another member in good standing.   

So the rule is: All participants, nomina-
tors, nominees and voters shall be mem-
bers in good standing of the USCA as of 
the date of their participation in the elec-
tion process.  

The normal term of a club officer is estab-
lished in the constitution as two years. In 
order to maintain some consistency on the 
Board, elections have been scheduled so 
that offices are staggered for re-election.  

In this election, we will be electing  

President  
Treasurer  
Southeastern, Midwest and West-
ern Regional Directors.   

Nominations begin on January 1 and 
close on March 1. Voting will begin on 
May 1 and close on June 1.   

If you want to run for an office, or you 
want to nominate someone, the procedure 
is simple.    

1. Send the name of the person you wish 
to nominate to the Election Chair. 

(address below) For nominations, you 
may use either the post office or e-mail. 
Nominations must be made by March 1. 
Postmarks and/or e-mail time 
stamps will be used to determine timely 
nominations. 

2. The Election Chair will check to make 
sure that the person who has been 
nominated is a member in good stand-
ing. 

3. A confirmation from the nominee ac-
cepting the nomination must be re-
ceived, including a statement indicating 
acceptance of the nomination and the 
nominee's name, address, phone num-
ber and membership number. These 
acknowledgements should also include 
the nominee's candidacy statement and 
a photo, if they want them to run in The 
Sidecarist. The deadline for the accep-
tance of these acknowledgements from 
nominees is April 1, 2005. Postmarks 
will be used to determine timely confir-
mations.  

The candidacy statements and photos will 
appear in the May-June issue of The Side-
carist along with the ballot. Paper ballots are 
the only accepted voting media in this elec-
tion. Ballots may be cast until June 1, 
2005. Postmarks will be used to determine 
timely ballots. 

   
The Board feels that this ballot is a good 

opportunity to collect other information and 
opinions from the membership so we are 
open to including other questions on the 
ballot form. If you have any ideas for this, 
please contact any Board member.  

Board members include the President, 
Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and 
the Regional Directors.    

The Election Chair for 2005 is Marilyn 
Johnson. Send your nominations, accep-
tance letters, candidacy statements, photos 
and eventually your ballots to:   

Marilyn Johnson 
703 First Street 
Manhatten, IL 60442  

2005 Elections! 



THE SIDECARIST JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 2005 VOLUME 29 NUMBER 1 Page 2 

USCA REGIONAL DIRECTORS & STATE REPRESENTATIVES  
(if your state or province isn t listed, apply today!) 

Northeast Director

  
Chuck Tretyak 
12495 Rt. 62 
Lawtons, NY. 14091 
(716) 337-2689 
tretyak55@aol.com  

Connecticut  

Stacy Goff 
100 Newberry Road 
East Windsor, CT  06088 
(860) 623-2547 
Fax: (860) 623-2547 
hosersbg@aol.com  

Maryland / DC  

Robert L. Montague 
2634C Lander Road 
Jefferson, MD  21755 
(301) 834-8789 
robertlmontague@msn.com  

Massachusetts  

Dale F. Cochran 
751 Glendale Road 
Wilbraham, MA  01095-2328 
(413) 596-8295  

New Hampshire  

David L. Haskell (Wiskers)  
12 Union Hall Rd.  
PO Box 55  
South Tamworth, NH 03883 
603-323-8775 
wskrs@adelphia.net  

New York  

Chuck Tretyak 
12495 Rt. 62 
Lawtons, NY  14091 
(716) 337-2689 
tretyak55@aol.com  

Pennsylvania  

Claude Stanley 
RD#1, Box 172s 
Middleburg, PA  17842 
(570) 568-1334 
cstanley@sunlink.net   

Southeast Director

  

Spencer Bennett 
4201 Windermere Drive 
Nesbit, MS  38651 
(662) 449-3840 
Fax: (901) 360-4955 
slbennett@fedex.com  

Alabama  

Tony George 
1426 Chandler Road 
Huntsville, AL  35801 
(256) 650-0787 
GEORGEAJ01@comcast.net  

Mississippi  

William Bray 
7812 Highway 15 South 
Pontotoc, Mississippi 38863 
(662) 488-9933 
wmbray01@aol.com (home) 
wbray@nmhs.net  (work)  

North Carolina  

Jon Cheney 
1115 North Peak Drive 
Kernersville, NC  27284 
(336) 996-0415 
Fax: (336) 996-0342 
jcheney@triad.rr.com  

South Carolina  

Tod Parks 
616 Briarcliffe W. 
Elgin,SC 29045 
(803) 736-7488 
tkpsc@sprynet.com  

Tennessee  

Nancy & Butch Turner 
3088 Rising Sun Road 
Lakeland, TN  38002 
(901) 388-3040 
Cell (901) 485-8951 
ButchTurner@webtv.net  

Virginia  

Daniel D. Hough 
16308 Bromall Ct. 
Chantilly, VA  20151 
(703) 222-3818 
danhough@erols.com  

Central Director

  

Joyce Canfield 
5201 Cook Road 
St. Joseph, MO  64505 
(816) 232-2726 
jhcn92@yahoo.com  

Arkansas  

Elmer J. Sveda 
1182 Cedar Grove Road 
Arkadelphia, AR  71923-8259 
(870) 246-2067 
gsveda@ezclick.net   

Minnesota  

Al Olme 
3117 James Ave. South 
Minneapolis, MN  55408 
(612) 824-2484 
Fax: (612) 824-2494 
aolme@scc.net  

Texas  

J.R. Lewis 
RT3 3  BOX 510L 
CROCKETT, TX 75835 
(936) 546-0756 
texasroadrunner4@hotmail.com  

Midwest Director

  

David Szkudlarek 
4059 Shadows Glade 
Trotwood, OH  45426 
(937) 837-6650 
cj3dave@aol.com  

Illinois  

Jim Kelleher 
2651 East Providence Lane 
Lindenhurst IL 60046 
847-525-9134 
jpk0727@yahoo.com  

Indiana  

Bob Madigan 
801 Thorndale St. 
Indianapolis, In 46214 
(317) 247-1851 
r.madigan@comcast.net  

Kentucky  

Jean Kennedy 
1648 Donelwal Drive 
Lexington, Ky 40511 
(895) 389-6786 
j.kennedy2@insightbb.com  

Michigan 
Bob Petersmark 
10168 River Rd 
Evart MI 49631 
(231) 734-6670 
adoni@thinkextreme.net   

Ohio  

David Szkudlarek 
4059 Shadows Glade 
Trotwood, OH  45426 
(937) 837-6650 
cj3dave@aol.com   

West Virginia  

Kevin Klaggs 
151 Grandview Dr. 
Wellsburg, WV. 26070 
(304) 737-1531  

Wisconsin  

Allen R. Schultz 
530 W. 29455 Williams Way 
Waukesha, WI  53188 
(262) 968-2092 
aschultz@milwpc.com  

Western Director

  

Jay Geise 
17022 SE Wax Road 
Covington, WA 98042-9122 
(253) 638-1793 
Fax: (253) 638-1793 
sidehacke@msn.com  

Colorado  

Paul Wood 
130 Zante Street 
Lochbuie, CO 80603 
(303) 655-7525 
snakefest@netzero.net  

New Mexico  

Tom F. Hansen 
112 West Blodgett 
Carlsbad, NM 88220 
(505) 885-5250 
tfhansen@cavemen.net  

Nevada  

Norbert Monohan 
1698 Bobwhite Ln. 
Gardnerville, NV 89410 
(775) 782-5802 
nmonohan@netzero.net   

Washington  

Steve Woodward 
17308 NE 13th Place 
Bellevue, WA 98008-3835 
(425) 746-6860 
steve@wardwood.net  

Please note new alignment of states within regions!  
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USCA Officers & Administration 

President      

Vice President     

Secretary    

Treasurer     

Advertising  
Manager    

Club Paraphernalia & 
AMA Liaison    

Publicity Chairman      

Chaplain      

Editor     

Web Master 

John Kennedy  (859) 389-6786 
1648 Donelwal Drive 
Lexington, KY  40511 
j.kennedy2@insightbb.com   

Colby M Cousineau     (262) 857-4857 
18324 Winfield Rd.  
Bristol, WI. 53104 
ccridr@wi.rr.com  

Al Roach                     (630) 833-6732 
130 S. Michigan Ave. 
Villa Park, IL 60181  

Bob Montague (301) 834-8789 
2634-C Lander Road 
Jefferson, MD  21755 
robertlmontague@msn.com  

Tony George               (256) 650-0787  
1426 Chandler Rd 
Huntsville, AL 35801.  
georgeaj01@comcast.net  

Dave Sasenick  (812) 923-1082  
5039 Denise Way 
Floyds Knobs, IN 47119  
Sasenick@epowerc.net  

Bruce D. Stephens  
841 Summit St. 
Bethlehem, PA 18015.  
FAX(610)866-6339  
B_L_Stephens@netzero.net   

Claude Stanley           (570) 837-5128 
RD Box 172s 
Middleburg, PA  17842 
cstanley@sunlink.net  

Steve Woodward       (425) 746-6860 
17308 NE 13th Place 
Bellevue, WA 98008-3835 
sidecarist@sidecar.com  

Bob Stock  (603) 822-2242 
PO Box 574 
Barrington, NH 03825 
rcstock@sidecar.com 
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Thanks to our contributors!  
We hope that everyone in the USCA will contribute an article to 
The Sidecarist sooner or later.  For now, we appreciate these folks 
who did!    

WE D LIKE YOUR ARTICLE TOO! 
Content deadline for 

Volume 29, Number 2 Of  
 The Sidecarist 
(March-April) 

is February 1

 

Guidelines for Regional Directors:  

1. Member of the United Sidecar Association. 
2. Represents the membership and maintains contact with 

local sidecar clubs or associations within the Director s re-
gion.  

3. Recruits State Representatives.  
4. Coordinates meets and Rallies within Region.  
5. Promotes the Sidecar Safety Program.  
6. Obtains access to Trade Shows.  
7. Recommends sites and clubs to host National Rallies.  

Guidelines for State Representatives:  

1. Member of the United Sidecar Association  
2. Contact person for other sidecarists and to promote the 

USCA in any motorcycle Expo or event in their state. 
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The year began with several grum-
bles from sidecarists traveling the 
length and breadth of the vast USA 
from California to New York, and from 
Illinois to Texas. Every now and again 
came the grumble of how this one than 
that one got ripped off on first this toll 
way then that toll way or this turnpike 
or that turnpike. 

As these grumbles began to grow 
into a roar I began to fear that all my 
hard efforts of twenty to twenty five 
years ago when I, with lots of help and 
support from you, and the USCA mem-
bers who came before you, had been 
to no avail. Frankly, I did not know 
where to begin. Had all the toll ways 
regressed? Were we back down to the 
bottom of the totem pole? How far did 
we have to reach back into history and 
reassert our efforts? Was it really 
worthwhile? 

Well, let s throw in a few real num-
bers. There is NOT a uniform toll way 
classification. As our former president 
was fond of saying, it all depends on 
what the definition of the word is is. 
And therein lies the rub. Are we 
[sidecars] a Classification 1? Some-
times. Maybe a 

Classification 2 is good. A classifica-
tion 3 is conferred on us sometimes 
and that is NEVER good! 

Based upon the evidence I was 
given -  that I was ripped off - I first 
began to challenge the toll ways on 
their charges, but that very soon 
changed to a challenge of what is 
your official policy of charges  and 
are you very sure that your toll collec-
tors are in fact charging our sidecarists 
your official charge!

 

It soon became very apparent that 
most sidecarists appeared to have 

been charged correctly. Our definition 
of a correct charge is that we are 
charged at a rate no more than that of 
a car or passenger automobile. Some 
sidecarists, however, were being over-
charged by overzealous toll collectors, 
and in some cases, by an even more 
overzealous toll collector in New Jer-
sey. The New Jersey case stands out 
in particular because, as in some other 
states, when you go from a Class 1, 
two wheel axle vehicle, (which inciden-
tally also allows for a hearse or ambu-
lance or armored limousine if less than 
7000 pounds), to a Class 3 heavy duty 
vehicle, the difference in price is sig-
nificant (especially for our three wheel 
motorcycle and sidecar of 1000 
pounds)! A Class 1 toll is $5.85; the 
Class 3 is $16.50!  We are indebted to 
USCA Member # 6513 for bringing this 
injustice to our attention. 

The tolls are created by public fiat 
and there is a set of constitutions and 
bylaws they must operate under just as 
the USCA or any organization must. 
Included in these laws are generally 
two rules which are generic and of vital 
importance  any toll must be uniform 
within the class to which it is applied - 
and also that the toll must be equitable 
between the classifications. Obviously, 
a toll classification which appears to be 
applied in a somewhat random fashion 
certainly is neither uniform nor equita-
ble. 

I did NOT contact ALL the turnpikes 
and toll ways in the United States 

 

there are hundreds of them. I only con-
tacted those from which I received a 
complaint of an overcharge. I did, how-
ever, receive a positive response from 
all. Every toll way contacted said that 
their policy had not changed and that 

we were to be charged the same rate 
as an automobile - that was the Class 
1 rate in most states, but the Class 2 
rate in a few others. In no state were 
we to be charged at the dreaded Class 
3 heavy duty rate for commercial vehi-
cles. 

New Jersey did in fact provide us 
with a refund check in the amount of 
$10.40, the difference between the 
Class 3 rate and the Class 1 rate as 
this was the only complaint where I 
was provided with the necessary infor-
mation, namely, a valid receipt. All the 
other complaints were in the form of

 

well I was traveling on 1-80 in mid-
November somewhere near Idaho I 
think  that does not cut it, you must 
be very specific if you want to get a 
refund. The system does work, but you 
must make it so. 

So I will leave it at this. Use the back 
roads to see the wonderful country. 
And when you use the toll ways or the 
turnpikes, remember, toll take staff is 
not paid well and there is limited op-
portunity for promotions. They are do-
ing their job as best they know how. 
Their training is minimal. Give them a 
break. If overcharged, pay; get a com-
plaint slip, and a refund envelope. 
Send it in or send me ALL details, with 
you name and address. 

Safe riding, and keep the rubber side 
down!  

Any sidecarist is welcome to contact 
Hal Kendall on any toll way issue.  

Hal Kendall, USCA #2 
Co-Founder, and Advisor 
711 Plainwood Drive 
Houston, Texas 77079 
hkendall1@houston.rr.com

  
The US Turnpikes as I see them in 2004  

Attention North East Region USCA Members!  

There is a yahoo site for you to post questions or suggestions and also to find people in your area to get together with for 
rides campouts, rallys and to sell or buy any items you may no longer want Stop in and check it out!   

http://groups.yahoo.com/group.uscanortheastregion    

Chuck Tretyak 
USCA Member#5244 
USCA Northeast Regional Director 
USCA New York State Rep. 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group.uscanortheastregion
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With the rigs and bikes tucked lov-
ingly in the garage for a well deserved 
nap, here in Kentucky and most north-
ern locations, January is a time to plan 
for the riding season, rallies, and vaca-
tions. It is also a time to catch up read-
ing all the motorcycle magazines that I 
did not read during the summer, and of 
course time to get all of last years pic-
tures in albums. 

January is a time to relive some 
great times from years past, it helps 
me to forget about the driveway that 
needs to be shoveled and the rising 
cost of home heating. For myself it is 
always a time to make those grand 
New Years Resolutions . You know 
the ones I mean that include more ex-
ercise, healthier diet, quitting bad hab-
its, better organizing and use of my 
time and the list goes on. (the great 
part about lead time is that I have not 
made these yet, but I will, and while 
you are reading this I have already 
broken my resolutions some of them 
twice at least.)  

Aside from the resolutions, January 
is a time of planning for the future, 
which leads me to ask you What direc-
tion would you like to see the USCA go 

in 05? AND how are you going to 
help?  Would have been a great one 
part question. I ask this question in two 
parts because both parts are of equal 
importance.  

The USCA is a member driven or-
ganization. That means that member 
participation and input is the only way 
that great things can happen.    

The elected board and the president 
after all are just members, we do not 
have all the great ideas; I get most of 
the good ideas around the camp-fire at 
rallies and campouts. Your ideas and 
suggestion even on minor issues could 
be the one that makes the USCA a 
better club. My point is that no matter 
who holds what title or office this club 
belongs to the general membership, 
that is you, and the final decision will 
be made by the general membership. 

Back to my two questions along with 
my answers. What direction would you 
like to see the USCA go in 05?  I 
would like to see more regional and 
state campouts and rallies. I would like 
for all fifty state to have a state rep. I 
would like to see every member of the 
USCA attend a USCA event of some 
nature this year. I also would like to 

read your article in the Sidecarist, 
whether it is fiction, travel or technical. 
Most of all I would really like to have 
everyone vote in the 05 election. 

AND how are you going to help? As 
president, just a title that has no vote,  
I am going to work to get more mem-
bership input, and help the board to 
steer this club into the club that the 
membership wants.  

I do want to thank you, the general 
membership, for all the help that you 
have given me in the last year and a 
half and for your support, and I want to 
thank you in advance for making the 
USCA the best it can be in 2005. It is a 
brand new year with new horizons, and 
adventures with new and old friends.     

Maybe a ride on the first of January 
is possible. 

A Blessed and Happy New Year 
wish to one and all, from the seat of 
my Wing      

From Where I Sit 
John Kennedy 

Advertisers in The Sidecarist can 
now advertise on the clubs website at 
www.sidecar.com. 

Those running ads in The Sidecarist 
larger than business card size can pur-
chase a slot on a rotating banner ad 
that will appear on all pages of side-
car.com.  

Business card advertisers can pur-
chase a slot on a smaller rotating ban-
ner ad that will appear on static pages, 
but not dynamically created pages 
such as the forums. 

For more information and to adver-
tise, contact Advertising  Manager 
Tony George. Contact information can 
be found on page 3 of this issue.  

Odds & Ends 
Steve Woodward   

Members involved 
in fatal accident 

On October 27th, Bill and Sandra 
Shirk, of Chandler, Arizona, were in-
volved in a collision with another vehi-
cle near Waldport, Oregon. 

While Bill was seriously injured, San-
dra was pronounced dead on arrival at 
a local hospital. 

Periodic updates received on Sidecar 
Talk (SCT) and also posted on Side-
car.com indicate that as of December 
11, Bill was still recuperating in hospi-
tal, and faces significant rehabilitation. 
He may be home as you read this.  

William Shirk, #6444 
500 W. Ray Road ST3 
Chandler, AZ 85225  

USCA Announces 
Web Site Advertising 

Is Now Available 

I ve covered a lot of ground since 
getting the last issue off to the printer - 
from New Hampshire back to Seattle 
by way of LA for the Griffith Park Side-
car Rally. 

On the way, I got to catch up with 
Midwest Region Director Dave Szkud-
larek to borrow one of the USCA ban-
ners for display at Griffith Park. I also 
got to meet the printer of The Side-
carist, Scott Hemmiger.  

Further west in Missouri I met with Al 
Olme at the Falling Leaf BMW rally 
where, gosh, I won the long distance 
sidecar award! I also had the distinct 
pleasure of meeting USCA State reps 
Nancy and Butch Turner. 

Hope to meet YOU on the road too! 

http://www.sidecar.com


THE SIDECARIST JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 2005 VOLUME 29 NUMBER 1 Page 6 

The first sidecar rally of the 
fall season In the Flint Hills of 
eastern Kansas was a grand 
success. The official name of 
this event was Sidecars In 
The Flint Hills. This event 
happened September 24th 
through September 26th,  
2004. The weather was great 
as was the company. The flint 
hills are a truly beautiful, hilly 
area of eastern Kansas. It s a 
relatively well-kept secret that 
this sort of terrain exists there. 

The rally officially , for an 
unsanctioned event, began Friday 

morning with the coffee being on by 
6AM. This was for all the hearty souls 
who had come in the day and night 
before. There were riders from ten dif-
ferent states that made this gathering. 
From Texas to Minnesota, through the 
middle of the country, riders came. 

[Editor s note: The event was un-
sanctioned due to insurance being un-
available at the last minute.] 

Registration opened at 9AM and 
self-guided tours of Council Grove 
were scheduled to start at 10. These 
tours were not really organized, they 
were an integral part of the event since 
the riders and passengers were busy 
noticing historical things from the mo-
ment they arrived in Council Grove 
which was a major part of the Santa Fe 
Trail in the mid 1800 s. 

The first scheduled part of the rally 
the author made was a ride to the 
Alma cheese factory. This was a 
pleasant ride to a quaint, quiet busi-

ness operation not far from the park 
where the rally was held. The group 
left the camping area about 1 with 
about 9 rigs pulling out but by the time 
the group arrived in Alma the number 
had swelled to a dozen. A few more 
riders joined the group while the tour of 
the cheese factory was being con-
ducted. It was a nice ride of about 80 
miles on a beautiful day in company 
with good friends and no problems. 
Could it get any better? 

Yes! As dusk was moved in there 
were hotdogs and chili for eats around 
the campfire which gave everyone time 
to wander around and talk to the oth-
ers who arrived during the day or chat 
around the campfire roasting marsh-
mallows. Riders continued to arrive 
well into the evening. 52 had arrived 
and registered before things began to 
shut down. By 10PM there were only 
one or two small groups still up. An-
other day of riding and fun was coming 
to an end. 

Saturday morning the great weather 
continued with a beautiful, 
cloudless morning at sunrise. 
While it started out cool, tem-
peratures in the upper 70 s 
and low 80 s with little or no 
wind made for perfect riding 
conditions all day long. Coffee 
was on by 5AM and the camp-
ers were up moving around. 
People were greeting each 
other, hitting the showers, get-
ting coffee and donuts, and 
checking over their respective 
rigs for the coming day. 

At 9 AM the registration opened and 
those who had come in late signed in. 
Ten AM brought the tour of the Z-Bar 
ranch. This was a beautiful 30-minute 
ride to a fascinating exhibit. 

A small book could be written about 
this place. In 1863, it was described as 
Best improved farm In Chase County. 
This place was built of stone and had 
running water from a spring incorpo-
rated into it s design. Imagine fresh 
running water in your house back then! 
It also had a three-hole outhouse built 
of stone. These are just a taste of what 
one found wandering around the 
grounds. It s a National Park Historic 
site for good reason. 

The sidecar games began soon after 
the tour group returned to the camp-
ground. These were open to all regis-
tered riders and passengers. There 
was also a collection of locals wander-
ing around the site looking at the rigs 
and watching the games, including 
Mayor Montgomery of Council Grove! 
There were three events plus an un-
scheduled extra at the end. . - 

The first event was the Blind ride. 
The tug operator was blindfolded and 
got directions around a set of three 
cones from the passenger in the side-

(Continued on page 7)  

Sidecars in the Flint Hills Rally 
Ron Happy Beers 

 

The rally venue in Council Grove, Kansas 

 

Outside the Alma cheese factory 

 

The crowd checks out a 500cc rig 
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car. A couple from Texas with two rigs 
won this event. 

Next up was Sidecar Hockey. This 
involved the driver of the rig positioning 
the sidecar passenger in a position to 
maneuver a soccer ball down the field 
and through a set of goal posts with a 
hockey stick. Some fun!. A rig from 
Colorado won this event with a pas-
senger playing the ball from Okla-
homa. 

The final scheduled event was the 
Frisbee toss. This involved the sidecar 
driver tossing a Frisbee and then stop-
ping as close to it as they could. Al 
Davis won this event. 

The unscheduled extra that was 
added in at the end of the games was 
a prize of ten dollars to anyone who 
could fly their hack in a figure 8 around 
2 cones about 50 yards apart. There 
were numerous attempts but the first 
several rigs failed before they reached 
the halfway point. Carney Robertson 
rode out on a smaller rig and made it 
look easy. 

When the games were over, there 
was more general socializing and get-
ting ready for the dinner. Dinner was at 
the Hays House in downtown Council 
Grove. This was another interesting 
historical spot with good food too. Din-
ner was buffet style and all those in 
attendance were very pleased with the 
meal. 

After dinner the group rode back out 
to the campground where a gathering 
was held at the central dining shelter 
for awards and announcements. The 

awards were: 
Oldest Sidecar Pilot- Eddie Smeth-
ers from Oklahoma 
Oldest Solo Pilot- Harold Short 
from Kansas 
Oldest sidecar passenger- Noel 
Smethers from Oklahoma 
Youngest Sidecar Passenger- 
Jacob Davis from Kansas 
Long Distance Sidecar Pilot- Bud 
Amy from Louisiana 
Long Distance Trailer Rig- Ron 
Campbell from Colorado 
Hard Luck Award- Ron Miller from 
New Mexico 
Oldest combo-rig and sidecar- Bob 
Zinda from Wisconsin 

Along with these awards, plaques 
were awarded to those winning the first 
three places in the sidecar games. 
Those winners were: 

Blind Ride 
1st place went to JR and Avanell 
Lewis 
2nd place went to Jim and Anita 
Doyie 
3rd place went to Carney Robert-
son and Bud Amy 

Sidecar Hockey 
1st place went to Happy Pappy 
and Roger Bostic 
2nd place went to Avanell and JR 
Lewis 
3rd place went to Ron Campbell 
and Tony 

Frisbee Toss 
1st place went to Al Davis 
2nd place went to Norman 
Wooden 
3rd place went to JR Lewis 

At the end of the announce-
ments a 50/50 drawing was 
held. JR Lewis pro-
posed that the rally s 
half of the drawing be 
donated to a worthy 
Cause in the name of 
Leroy Dad Raines. 
Leroy Raines had been 
an active member of 
the USCA for years 
and passed away Sep-
tember 1st. This was 

agreed upon and the drawing 
continued. The winner of the 
drawing was John Wilcox from 
Colorado who donated his 
share of the pot to as well.  

A campfire was lit after the an-
nouncements. People roasted marsh-
mallows and talked around the camp-
fire or collected in small groups near 
their tents. This all wound up around 
ten PM as people turned In for the 
night. Total Registrations had reached 
59 before the registration closed. 

The people that put this event to-
gether and helped work it must be rec-
ognized and thanked. First and fore-
most amongst these are Joyce Can-
field and her husband. This lady organ-
ized and worked this rally and she did 
a marvelous job with her partners help. 
The local folks that helped put the tour 
rides together were Jim Doyle and 
Floyd Turner. According to Joyce this 
event would not have been possible 
without their help.  

The volunteers that helped run the 
sidecar games were riders from New 
Mexico: Tom Hansen, Bob and Cheryl 
Eider and Brian Kemsley. According to 
Joyce you d have to list almost every-
one at the event as a helping volunteer 
because everyone was helping every-
one have fun at the event. 

Planning is already underway for a 
2005 Flint Hills Rally. It should be big-
ger and better than the rally this year. 
If you didn t make this one plan on it 
for next year! 

Sunday brought on the end of the 
rally. It dawned another marvelous 
day. Coffee was on by 6 AM and peo-
ple were up packing their camps to hit 
the road. The Christian Motorcycle As-
sociation provided a service at 9AM. 
When that was over, it was the end of 
the rally and time to hit the road. 

(Continued from page 6) 

 

Saturday night dinner at the Hays House 

 

The Colorado Sidecar Enthusiasts  
who made it to the rally.  



THE SIDECARIST JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 2005 VOLUME 29 NUMBER 1 Page 8 

I have ridden motorcycles since 
1969 and have owned a variety of 
bikes without sidecars. In the fall of 
1998, I suffered a back injury that origi-
nally left me paralyzed from the waist 
to my toes. My two wheeling days 
were done and my life underwent a 
dramatic change for my entire family. 
After years of intense physical therapy, 
prayer and lots of support from my 
family and friends, I progressed from a 
wheelchair to a walker. Eventually I 
was walking with two quad canes and 
braces on both legs. I am now able to 
walk around with a cane and a small 
brace on my right leg. As I slowly 
learned how to walk again I found my-
self daydreaming about riding a motor-
cycle. Knowing that both legs are par-
tially paralyzed and I couldn t use my 
left foot to shift, I started to look for a 
motorcycle with an automatic transmis-
sion. 

In September 2003 I found a 750 
Hondamatic with a Velorex sidecar 
attached to it. I purchased to outfit and 
took it home. I rode it briefly that fall 
and knew it was going to be a busy 
winter. Little did I realize how long it 
was going to take me to find some of 
the elusive engine gaskets and seals! 
The holidays were very busy and I did-
n t get started on the bike until January 
2004. I removed the sidecar and with 

the help of some friends removed the 
engine for a complete rebuild. I pur-
chased a Hondamatic service manual 
and became very intimate with it over 
the next 8 months. The wheels re-
ceived new bearings, spokes and tires. 
An ATV hand shifter was added to the 
2 speed tranny as well as a new chain 
and sprockets. The engine rebuild 
turned into waiting game as I searched 
for gaskets and other parts that were 
Hondamatic specific. 

The months dragged by and I got 
really good at using the Internet to 
search for parts. Oddly enough, the 
Hondamatic was never imported to 
Europe, but most of my parts came 
from England and the Netherlands. 
Spring became summer and I finally 
finished the engine rebuild and every-
thing was reassembled. It was now 
August 2004.  

The bike was finally running fine and 
with the help of several friends the 
sidecar was attached and the initial 
alignments were made. I took the old 
Honda for numerous short rides, ad-
justing and readjusting the settings 
until I felt it was right. The Honda/
Velorex outfit now has 800 break-in 
miles on it and the joy of motorcycling 
is mine once again! Car drivers do 
seem to notice the sidecar outfit more 
so than a single motorcycle.   

It seems that everyone notices 
you when riding with a sidecar.   

I truly enjoy the smiles, waves and 
taking people for a ride in the hack. 
Rebuilding and riding this outfit has 
been great therapy for me and I look 
forward to many more years in the 
saddle. I hope to meet many of you at 
some of the sidecar rallies in the fu-
ture.  

A Therapeutic Journey 
Barry Johnson #6518 

 

Barry Johnsonss 
Hondamatic/Velorex rig 

 

Parade to the National Motorcycle Museum and Hall of Fame 
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The First East Central Iowa Sidecar 
Rally turned out to be a success. Peo-
ple came from 5 surrounding states, 
the weather was beautiful and a good 
time was had by all, Anamosa Mayor 
and Mrs. John Hatcher also came to 
greet the Rally and go for a ride in a 
Ural sidecar. John Parham, President 
of The National Motorcycle Museum 
and Hall of Fame and his wife Jill wel-
comed us to the event and asked us to 
make it an annual event for the Mu-
seum and Iowa, Nancy Keedy, the 
Marketing Director for the Museum, did 
everything to make us fell like we 
where part of the Museum. 

Doug Bingham was the 2003 Induc-
tee to The Hall of Fame and came to 
The National Motorcycle Museum and 
Hall of Fame in Anamosa, Iowa to see 

the Plaque and article that was pre-
sented to the Hall of Fame room. He 
reminisced about others He knew that 
were also inducted. His stories were 
wonderful to hear. In addition to Doug 
Bingham Al Olme, Vern Goodwin, Kurt 
Liebhaber, Mary Sontag, Gary Greene, 
who have all had a part in the manu-
facturing or selling of sidecars were 
there. [Editor s note: or in Al Olme s 
case  talking about them!] 

There were a number of makers of 
sidecar represented at this Rally: 
Harley Davidson, Liberty, Motorvation, 
EML, Ural, Champion, International, 
California, Terraplane, Spirit of Amer-
ica, & Goodwin. There was also a copy 
of a BMW with a Maytag motor, and a 
homemade sidecar. 

We had a Raffle of donated items 

from The National Motorcycle Museum 
and Hall of Fame, Ornamental Con-
crete, S.C.F., Ural, and Texas Sidecar. 
Vern Goodwin won the Best and 
Heaviest, a Concrete Motorcycle 
bench from Ornamental Concrete of 
Fairfax, Iowa. 

We thank everyone who donated 
Items and everyone who participated 
in the 1st. East Central Iowa Sidecar 
Rally. 

Thanks for making it Happen, and 
we Hope to see you Next Year. 

John Dennis is a member of the 
Sidecar Industry Council as well as the 
United Sidecar Association and is the 
owner of John s Sidecar Shoppe in 
Fairfax, Iowa.  

East Central Iowa Sidecar Rally 
John Dennis, #2330 (pictures courtesy of Doug Bingham) 

 

John Dennis with Museum Director Nancy Keedy 
check out a rare Croker motorcycle, manufactured 
in Los Angeles 

 

Mayor of Anamosa John Hatcher & his wife 
Cecilia pose on John Dennis 750 Honda/
Ural rig 

 

Bronze sidecar racer 

 

1918 Harley Davidson with sidecar 
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ANAMOSA It wasn t merely coinci-
dence that 20-30 motorcycle sidecars 
were parked in front of the National 
Motorcycle Museum September 11, 
they were here to take part in the first 
Sidecar Rally sponsored by the mu-
seum. 

The idea for the sidecar rally was the 
brainchild of John Dennis of Fairfax, IA 
and Doug Bingham, a 2003 Motorcycle 
Hall of Fame inductee, of Los Angeles, 
CA. Bingham has been holding a simi-
lar rally for 33 years at Griffith Park in 
the Los Angeles area. 

Dennis said that he got the idea after 
attending Bingham s rally. 

Doug couldn t go to the (Hall of 

Fame) induction in Daytona, and we 
wanted to get him here. We wanted to 
do it last year, but put it off because of 
the street project, said Dennis. We 
wanted to get a few vendors and 
planned it to coincide with the hill climb 
(September 12). Doug and I talked 

about it and decided we were going to 
go through with it. 

Bingham, who was inducted into the 
Motorcycle Hall of Fame for creating a 
market for sidecars, uses the vehicles 
to film movies and sporting events. I 
was living in the LA area, and I was a 
motorcycle racer and raced sidecars. 
That got me involved in the movie in-
dustry. 

I shot the sidecar sequence in Indi-
ana Jones. Harrison Ford actually did 
most of his own riding, Bingham re-
vealed.  

I ride in the front and shoot, added 
Bingham, who has been manufacturing 
sidecars under the name Side Strider 

since 1969. 
He said when he started the rally 

in Griffith Park there were only a 
handful of participants.  

Now there are over 10,000, Bing-
ham said. 

The rally at the National Motorcy-
cle Museum attracted about 20-30 
sidecars and several vendors includ-
ing Dennis, who owns John s Side-
car Shoppe, and Gary Greene, who 
manufactures sidecars at Motovation 
in Sibley, IA. 

Greene explained that the market 
for sidecars is different than that of 
motorcycles, and a special license 
isn t needed to drive one. 

Motorcycles have become very 
family oriented. You can put the kids 
in a sidecar. Some people get them 
after retirement, Greene said. 
I m one of Doug s competitors, 

Greene continued. Even though 
we re in competition I still call Doug if 
I have a question.

 

We ve become friends, Bingham 
said with a smile. 

A lot of people think it s hard to 
drive a sidecar, but it s not, just dif-
ferent. You actually don t have to 
balance it anymore, added Greene. 
I like side cars because you get that 

sporty feel, plus you can still relate 
with motorcycle riders.

 

In addition to the vendors, Jill and 
John Parham were at the event, with 
Jill selling tickets for this year s mo-

torcycle raffle. Dennis was also holding 
a raffle for a concrete Harley Davidson 
bench.  

Randy Rohrer, of Ornamental Con-
crete in Fairfax, IA, made the bench 
with all the proceeds from the raffle 
were donated to the National Motorcy-
cle Museum.    

Sidecars Rally Held at National Motorcycle Museum 
(article and photos reprinted with the kind permission of the Anamosa Journal-Eureka) 

 

Steve Brinegar of Ottumwa, IA, rode his Harley Davidson Roadking 
with Vetter sidecar to the rally.   
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Gary Greene, owner of Motorvation, (L) and  
Doug Bingham, 2003 Hall of Famer pose on 

Greene s sidecar.  

 

Braydon Thomson tries out this mini sidecar. He is pictured with his father,  
Ricky Thomson, and brother, Caleb Thomson.  

Top left and above, courtesy of the Anamosa Journal-Eureka. All others, courtesy of the 
Sidecar Industry Council (www.sidecar-industry.com).   

1 - John Dennis giving John Parham a SIC award in appreciation of the museum participa-
tion in the sidecar rally. Left to riight: Doug Bingham, John & Jill Parham, John Dennis, 
Nancy Keedy. 2 - Peter Fonda checking out the Taxi fare. 3 - Doug Bingham & John Dennis 
at the National Motorcycle Museum and Hall of Fame, The 1st East Central Iowa Sidecar 
Rally Sept. 11, 2004. 4 & 5 - Outside the museum. 6 - Evel Knievel 1969 - At the famous Ascot race track on his American Eagle and 
Bingham MK-I sidecar, one of the first production units. Seems Doug Bingham showed Evel some sidecar driving tips! 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

http://www.sidecar-industry.com


THE SIDECARIST JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 2005 VOLUME 29 NUMBER 1 Page 12 

© The Gazette,  
September 3, 2004   

   SPRINGVILLE - Motorcycles with 
sidecars are nothing new. You've cer-
tainly seen German soldiers riding 
them in World War II movies. But 
they're unusual enough that it's fun 
to  catch up with a couple who enjoy 
sidecar cycling. And you can mark 
your calendar for Sept. 11,  
when the National Motorcycle Museum 
& Hall of Fame in Anamosa is host of 
the East Central Iowa Sidecar Rally   
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

   Roy and Doris Pugh have been cy-
cling from Springville since they moved 
here in 1976 and have enjoyed side-
cars since 1979. As well as taking 
short trips, they've been to Canada 
and both  U.S. coasts.  
   "I like that fresh air smell," says 
Doris, 65, with a laugh.  
   "You see so much more than you 
can see from a car," adds Roy, 72.  
   They once took a 5-year-old grand-
daughter with them on a trip to Mon-
tana. Of course, they filled the sidecar 
with dolls and books to keep her occu-
pied when she wasn't enjoying the  
sights.  
   "She's never forgotten it," Doris says.  
   Heck with the bugs in your teeth, it's 
the wind in your hair that makes it fun. 

And so what if it rains? You stop and 
put on rain gear. Or, if you're in a side-
car, you can attach the cover.  
   Currently the Pughs own a 1985 
BMW K100RT motorcycle with an EML 
sidecar. It is the sixth sidecar they've 
owned.  
   "We like to travel, and it seemed to 
make more sense to carry more stuff 
than you could on the back," Roy says.  
   And riding in it is fine with Doris, al-
though she's quick to add, "I drive a 
lot, too."  
   A motorcycle's handling characteris-
tics change dramatically when a side-
car is added, but both say they're used 
to it.  
   "You have to steer it like a car," Doris 
says. "On a motorcycle, you lean  
into curves."  
   With the sidecar attached to the right 
side, turning to the left can be a prob-
lem, Roy says. If you drive too fast 
around a corner, the sidecar wheel will 
lift off the ground. But with weight in 
the sidecar and a careful driver, that's 
a rare problem. And the Pughs  
have been doing it for so long that ei-
ther one of them can fall asleep in the 
sidecar while the other drives.  
   "We trust each other," Roy says.  
   THAT COMES with experience - 
more than a half-century of it for Roy, 
who got his first motorcycle when he 

graduated from high school in western 
Nebraska in 1950.  
   "My folks didn't want me to have one. 
They really didn't like motorcycles,  
even though my mother's brother had 
ridden motorcycles across the coun-
try."  
   Roy, who retired from Square D in 
1997 and was mayor of Walford for 5 
1/2 years in the late 1960s and early 
1970s, has been riding cycles ever 
since. He got Doris hooked before they  
married  in 1966.  
    IN 1990, Roy wound up in the hospi-
tal for 16 days after a motorcycle acci-
dent in which he was hit by a car on 
Highway 30 east of Cedar Rapids. The 
BMW motorcycle he had owned for 22  
hours was totaled. He was off work for 
six months and had to use a wheel-
chair and crutches.  
   "You could see my butt imprint in the 
windshield of that car," Roy says.  
   But he had no hesitation about get-
ting back on a motorcycle because it 
wasn't his fault. And, even though he 
broke his collarbone, his head was 
fine. He was wearing a helmet,  
something  the Pughs have done since 
1966.  
   "I don't have a death wish," Roy 
says. "I enjoy motorcycling too  
much."  

More from the East Central Iowa Sidecar Rally   

Motorcycling fans go alongside for the ride  
Dave Rasdal  

(Reprinted with permission f rom The Gazette, Eastern Iowa s leading daily morning newspaper) 
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Both systems are designed to re-

duce the trail which, in turn, reduces 
the steering effort. 

The leading link front end has been 
around for many years in various 
forms. It is, today, typically designed 
and utilized to reduce trail. Other ad-
vantages to consider are that it cancels 
any stiction that a conventional tele-
scopic fork system may have. Leading 
links will also, dependant upon design, 
create sort of an automatic anti-dive 
system in the front end. Many will actu-
ally allow the front end to rise on hard 
braking. The downsides of a leading 
link? Cost is one. Yes, they are more 
expensive than a triple tree modifica-
tion. It is, of course, up to the buyer's 
feelings on this as to whether the cost 
can create the value desired. Another 
'downside' to some is the aesthetics a 
leading link. This is a personal call of 
course.  

Modified triple trees retain the stock 
type fork configuration. They do reduce 
trail and make steering less tiring. 
Keep in mind that stiction can be a 
challenge with stock forks. If you think 
about it, we are hanging a wheel, 
brakes and so forth on the end of two 
large shock absorbers with springs in 
them. Forks can flex and if one works 
through bump and rebound differently 
than the other then the action of the 
two of them, not being in sync, can be 
less than desirable. With today's forks 
being what they are, mass-wise, the 
stiction is not as bad as it once was 
with older designs. A good fork brace, 
properly installed, is a smart addition to 
curtail any stiction or flex that may be 
present. Triple tree mods are also less 
expensive than leading link systems 
overall. Again, the cost vs. value deci-
sion is arguable.   

There are other ways to reduce the 
steering effort that many times may be 
overlooked. Some of these ideas 
should be considered prior to laying 
down the bucks for the leading link or 
triple tree conversion.  

Wider handlebars do provide more 
leverage, a good thing. 
A smaller rolling diameter front tire will 
reduce trail slightly. 

Sliding the forks up through the triple 
trees will also reduce trail slightly. Be 
aware that on some machines clear-
ance can be a problem. Check to 
make sure that the suspension can 
work through its range of travel with no 
conflicts.....be careful! 
A fork swap in some cases can reduce 
trail. Example of this would be the 
XS1100 Yamaha Standard model with 
the XS1100 Special forks installed. 
The standard has the front axle in the 
center of the fork tubes and the special 
has it hung out front. By a simple fork 
swap trail can be reduced.  
Another example is the K100 BMW. 
The front axle is located slightly behind 
the centerline of the fork tubes. Some 
of the Australian sidecarists (where ex 
Police K bikes seem to be very com-
mon) have simply turned the forks 
around (swapping them side to side) 
which moves the axle forward slightly, 
reducing trail. Note that this does put 
the brake calipers in front of the fork 
tube and under hard braking some 
have mentioned they would be con-
cerned the caliper brackets would not 
hold up. From those who I have spo-
ken to this has not seemed to be the 
case at all...but, it is a design variation 
that drifts away from the original BMW 
design so you are on your own if you 
try it.  

A discussion on this topic should not 
ignore the center hub systems or cen-
ter hub type systems that are becom-
ing more prevalent, especially in Euro-
pean designs. At this time these are 
not common as a bolt on or as a sim-
ple upgrade so for the present these 
are not a real option to most. They do 
provide various advantages over the 
more conventional systems. Depend-
ing on the design, they can allow a 
constant trail setting though bump and 
rebound. Trail, or maybe we should 
call it caster in this case, can be easily 
adjusted. When running large tires the 
contact patch can be more stable 
through bump, rebound and all steer-
ing efforts. Flex is no longer an issue 
at all with a well designed center hub 
system. There are other possibilities 
for this type of front suspension that 

are yet to be explored. Roll center 
height adjustments, anti-sway-bars in 
the front of the rig, adjustable wheel-
base and a few others. The rumor mill 
has it that these may soon become 
more readily available in this country.  

Yes, the reduction of trail can and 
does make for a more enjoyable ride. 
A stock machine may have up to 5 or 5 
1/2 inches of static trail. This allows the 
solo bike to be quite steady when go-
ing in a straight line and is common on 
the touring type machines. It also pro-
vides a self centering effect when exit-
ing a turn. Sport bikes typically have 
less trail to allow quick steering. This is 
fine on a solo but makes for hard 
steering on an outfit. Trail on an outfit 
may be run down to 1 1/2" or so to cre-
ate that 'power steering' effect. Some 
sidecar jockeys like a little more than 
that and some have run even less.   

The thing that we see from time to 
time though is that someone installs a 
nice link front end and then adds a 
dampener that is so stiff they did little 
to nothing to reduce steering effort. 
Dampeners are another topic of 
course. Bottom line is that you will not 
automatically need one because you 
have a sidecar. Some do some do not. 
For the ones that do, the best advice is 
to only install as much dampening as 
is really needed.  

A few other things to consider, espe-
cially for a new sidecar jockey. Learn 
to ride with the conventional front end. 
Yes, steering can seem heavy but it 
may get magically easier as you gain 
experience. New sidecarists will be 
hanging on with a death grip rather 
than being relaxed. This is tiring. New 
sidecarists may not have learned that 
the pulling to the right on acceleration 
and to the left under braking can be 
put to their advantage in steering the 
rig.(sidecar on the right side) A bad 
setup can make a nice rig into a bear 
to steer, not to mention grinding your 
tires off prematurely. 

When switching to a link or a tree 
modification take it easy at first. It is 
easy to 'oversteer' a rig which is unset-
tling to many at first. You will find, 

(Continued on page 31)  

Triple tree  vs. Leading Link: What's the best? 
Claude Stanley 
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In November of 2004, a woman from 
North Florida posted a picture of a 
sidecar on sidecar.com and asked if 
someone could identify it. It was a 
Hitchhiker. This thread received 257 
views and 30 replies in 4 days! 

It was nice to see the interest in 
Hitchhiker. Hitchhiker was designed 
and built by Bob Loberg of Richfield, 
Minnesota in 1970. The body was fi-
berglass reinforced with 3/8 plywood. 
He made 2 models. The small version 
weighed 95 lbs and had a 4.00-12 
trailer tire. The large model weighed 
145 lbs and used a 3.25-18 motorcycle 
tire. 

By about 1980 Hitchhiker had dis-
continued production. Mr. Loberg sold 
the plans for the Hitchhiker frames for 
$15.00 to Dick Rothe who used the 
frame for his Sycamore sidecars made 
in Washington State. [See Dick Rothe 
and his Sycamore Sidecar, page 16.] 

In December of 1980, Pat and Barb 
Sheehy acquired Hitchhiker and 
moved production to West Jefferson, 
Ohio. During this time they started us-
ing a 13 car tire on the sidecar using a 
hub from a Chrysler K car. A K car 
drum brake was also an option. The 
sidecar was priced to sell at $1895.00. 

Although Hitchhiker was popular 
mainly in the Midwest, in 1986 a man 
from Oregon rode his Moto Guzzi to 
West Jefferson to have a Hitchhiker 
mounted on his bike. In 1988 the 
Columbus Police Department 
bought 7 Hitchhikers to be 
mounted on their Honda Interstate 
motorcycles. Over the years they 
bought a total of 13 Hitchhikers. 
The Delaware County Sheriffs De-
partment also used Hitchhikers on 
their motorcycles. Hack Shack in 
Seattle, Washington was a Hitch-
hiker dealer in the late 1980 s. 
[See David Hough on The Hack 
Shack, page 17] 

Due to health reasons Pat and 
Barb Sheehy sold Hitchhiker to 
Paul Williams. On May 1, 1989 
Paul opened shop in London, 
Ohio. This is when I came on the 
scene. Due to my wife s health 
problems the Doctor said no more 

two wheels, so we started looking for a 
sidecar. At every motorcycle event we 
attended the first order of business 
was check out the sidecars in the park-
ing lot. Sidecarists being the friendly 
people they are would let her try their 
different sidecars. After a year of look-
ing she decided the Hitchhiker was the 
easiest to get in and out of and the 
most comfortable to sit in. The fact that 
they were made in London, Ohio and 
the in-laws and outlaws live there was 
a plus. 

In 1990 we went and talked with 
Paul. I found him to be knowledgeable 
and courteous. I purchased the stan-
dard Hitchhiker priced at $2195.00. 
Custom mounts set me back another 
$175.00 and installation came to 
$175.00. Paul included a light bar, a 
$125.00 value, at no charge. The side-
car was mounted on my GS85OL Su-
zuki. When we arrived to pick up the 
bike and sidecar, Paul surprised me 
with custom arm rests on the sidecar. 
These were the first ones out of the 
shop. These were also no charge. 

At this time Hitchhiker offered the 
standard for bikes 600cc and up. They 
also offered the In-Town model which 
was 9 shorter. In 1992 the air-shock 
suspension with leading swing arm 
was changed to torsion bar and trailing 
swing arm. The wide body was intro-
duced that year. A cargo trailer was 

also available. 
1993 was a very good year.         

The Jan-Feb issue of the Sidecarist 
reported on the first Hack d Magazine 
Invitational, mentioning that Paul Wil-
liams, his wife and two employees 
were in attendance with their Hitch-
hiker products. That issue also fea-
tured a full page article on Hitchhiker 
under Industry News. The Mar-Apr 
issue of the Sidecarist had a three 
page article by Billy Myers Jr. about 
growing up in his dad s 85 Hitchhiker 
that was attached to an 83 Gold Wing. 

Paul donated a Hitchhiker to the 
USCA to be raffled off at the 1993 Na-
tional Rally in Pennsylvania. The Hitch-
hiker was won by Janie McNeese from 
Hemphill, Texas. She was actually un-
able to attend the rally because of an 
accident on the way in which her rig 
was wrecked. Also at the National, 
Paul introduced the newest Hitchhiker 
model, the Classic, for Harley David-
son. 

At the National, Paul asked my 
wife how her health was and if she 
needed an upgrade to the sidecar 
seat. She told him that a new seat 
with more padding would be nice. 
He said to drop the seat off at the 
shop after riding season and he 
would take care of it. I dropped 
the seat off at Thanksgiving and 
picked up the new seat at Christ-
mas. Again Paul would take no 

money. He really stuck behind his 
product! 

(Continued on page 15)  

HITCHHIKER 
Al Butterfield 

 

The Hitchhiker Classic for Harley Davidson came out 
in 1993. This picture from the 15th USCA National in 
1993 ran in The Sidecarist! 

 

Janie McNeese with her Hitchhiker rig 
from a write up in The Sidecarist in 
1995 
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Above: Full page ad for Hitchhiker from The Sidecarist. Below: Hitchhiker 
on a Honda. Lower right: features, specs and options. 

Hitchhiker ran a full page ad in the Side-
carist during 1993 and 1994. 

The Mar-Apr 1995 issue of the Sidecarist 
included an article by Janie McNeese. She 
wrote about her trip to Ohio to have the Hitch-
hiker she won at the 1993 National installed 
on her Gold Wing. She had high praise for 
Paul and the Hitchhiker operation. 

Mike Peyton worked at Hitchhiker for 7 
months during 1995 with the intention of buy-
ing the company. When this didn t happen he 
bought Good One from Vern Goodwin. 

In 1997 Len Kallmeyer from Interstate Mo-
tors in Covington, Kentucky bought Hitchhiker. 
To my knowledge he never did anything with 
it. I heard he had passed away and his son 
has it. 

In the fall of 2002 I picked up a Yamaha 
XS11 with a 93 Hitchhiker. The original bill of 
sale came with it. Price: $2395.00, custom 
mounts $250.00 and installation $250.00. 

At the USCA National at Bean Blossom last 
year Gary and Courtney (sorry can t remem-
ber your last name) from Michigan had their 
Goldwing/Hitchhiker rig there. When I saw 
them again at Hack d in October Gary told me 
he had just gotten another Hitchhiker rig. 

Hitchhiker mounting intrusions are posted 
on ISOK/SCT courtesy of the Skunks Kevin 
(Hahnda) Hahn and Sidecar Mike. 

Thanks to all who gave me info. FLY
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The "Sycamore" was a one-off side-
car built by Dick Rothe. Dick was an 
active member of the Boeing Employ-
ees Motorcycle Club, a very friendly 
guy, and best known for running the 
BEMC "Rotten Russ's Red Rabbit 
Ride" (RRRRR) every spring for a 
number of years between about 1983 
and 1988. The ride was invented by 
Russ (sorry, can't remember his last 
name--I'm thinking "Sanford") who 
passed away quickly from a melanoma 
that was discovered too late. Dick took 
over the event, which he called the 
RRRRR in honor of Russ. 

The run was a matter of making edu-
cated guesses based on rabbit heads 
cut out of colored paper. A red rabbit 
at an intersection meant you needed to 
decide which way the route went from 
there. A green rabbit within a half mile 
of the intersection meant you were on 
the correct route. Other colors meant 
other things, and of course it was fair 
game to post a green rabbit on a green 
fence or mossy stump, or post a blue 
Judas rabbit which looked a lot like a 

green one. One year Dick made the 
mistake of stapling the rabbit heads to 
new power poles. By the day of the 
ride the paper had soaked up the creo-
sote from the poles, and turned the 
rabbits black, which required some 
additional head-scratching by partici-
pants. 

One year, Rothe found a circuit of 
roads where either way you went there 
would be a green rabbit. Halfway 
around, you d encounter riders going 
the other way, and wonder who was 
wrong. In fact, everyone was right, 
which pretty well sums up Dick s atti-
tude about his fellow motorcyclists. 

I think Rothe caught the sidecar bug 
from me, became increasingly inter-
ested in sidecars, and decided to build 
one. I'm thinking this was about 1984. 
He liked the looks of some Sycamore 
lumber he found at a lumber yard, so 
that's what he used for the body. Until 
now, I didn't realize he had used a 
Hitchhiker frame. Once he had the rig 
together, he called me for an inspec-
tion, and brought it by my Boeing office 

one day to show it off. I made 
a few minor suggestions, 
which he adopted. 

Rothe and his significant 
other made a number of trips, 
and got involved more in side-
car events. He had a trip 
planned across the Canadian 
prairies on the Sycamore rig, 
and asked me for some ad-
vice about long distance 
travel on a rig. His BMW still 
had a stock front end and I 
suggested that the long trail 
would require some consider-
able muscle. I added a joking 
comment about hooking up 
some elastic bungies to one 
grip or the other for riding in a cross-
wind. When he got back from the trip, 
he reported that he had encountered 
some very strong crosswinds out in the 
prairies, remembered my suggestion, 
and had hooked up two or three 
bungies between the sidecar frame 
and the left handlebar. He called this 
bodge the "Calgary Compensator", 

and we'd have a few chuckles over it 
for several years thereafter. He trav-
eled across the USA on that rig. 

Rothe retired from Boeing, and 
served as a volunteer fireman in the 
Hoodsport area along Hoods Canal 
southwest of Seattle. Sadly, Dick con-
tracted cancer himself, and soon be-
came too weak to ride anymore. I re-

(Continued on page 17)  

Dick Rothe and his Sycamore Sidecar 
By David L. Hough 

 

Rules for the RRRR - got it? 

 

Rothe assists the Red Rabbit out of his Sycamore sidecar. 
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call a group of sidecarists at the "Ears 
Across The Border" rally taking a ride 
to see Dick. Few of us realized how 
spent he was, or that this would be 
the last time we d see him alive. With 
considerable effort and physical sup-
port, he managed to come out to the 
porch to look over the rigs, but he ob-
viously wasn't up to a ride. He passed 
away shortly after that. 

I haven't seen the Sycamore Side-
car anyplace since Rothe stopped 
driving it. I imagine that it's tucked 
away behind someone's garage near 
Hoodsport, rotting and rusting away. 
As far as I know he built only one, and 
the body truly was built out of Syca-
more wood. 

I've managed to locate some photos 
of Dick. Looking them over, I m re-
minded of his good sense of humor, 
his unselfish efforts to create rides 
that were memorable, and his creativ-
ity. I miss him.  

David Hough on The Hack 
Shack:

  

The "Hack Shack" was a commercial 
venture by Ed Taylor. He had a small 
sidecar shop near Aurora Ave in Seat-
tle. I can't recall too much about those 
days, which I think were in the mid 
1970s. Back then I had a Moto Guzzi 
Ambassador, souped up in various 
stages to 850 and 1,000cc, and at-
tached to several different sidecars, 
including a Spirit "Eagle", and a flatbed 
with a pop-up seat. I used the Guzzi 
outfit to commute to Boeing every day 
during the winter months, and during 
the summer it became a two-wheeler 
again. I don't think the Hack Shack 
was in business for more than a couple 
of years. It's awfully difficult to make 
money in the sidecar business. 

As I recall, Ed and his wife moved to 
the Portland area, then bought a 
campground near the southeast corner 
of Crater Lake National Park. I remem-
ber visiting them at the campground on 
a trip back from California. It wasn't 
long after that that Ed moved else-
where, I believe back to the Portland 
area. OK, my vintage memory is a little 
hazy about those details.  Ed, where 
are you?  

(Continued from page 16) 

 

Above: Dick and his friend Arlene tally up the scores at an RRRRR.  

Below: Rothe was known for a good sense of humor. Here, he poses as the mayor of 
Zekesville. 
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33rd Annual Griffith Park Sidecar Rally 

Steve Woodward 

 

Above: a 1999 Enfied with a Cozy sidecar owned by Albert Valenzuela 
of Victor Valley.  

Right: A Tom Ridyard rig with flip up sidecar - makes it easy to get to the 
valves! 

The 33rd Annual Griffith Park Side-
car Rally took place on Sunday, Octo-
ber 24th on what would have qualified 
as a pretty nice anywhere except LA. 
By LA standards, it was a little cool. By 
Seattle standards, it was wonderful! 

The rally was different this year. For 
some reason, the folks who run Griffith 
Park wanted a couple of changes that 
led to Doug Bingham s decision to 
eliminate the Saturday night campout 
part of the rally. As I understand it, 
camping would have taken place 
somewhere else in the park (which is 
huge) and the price per camper would 
have been substantially more than in 
years past. There was some talk on 
the internet of folks not coming since 
there was no camping. Those folks 
missed another great Griffith Park! 

As usual, there were lots and lots of 
interesting things to see. People and 
rigs came and went during the course 
of the event, so it was always time well 
spent to take an occasional walk up 
and down the road to see what was 
new and to talk to all the folks wander-
ing and exhibiting. 

Tom Ridyard, an advertiser in The 
Sidecarist, was there, initially in his 

persona as The Crash Test Dummy. 
In this disguise, Tom wandered 
through the crowd dispensing candy to 
one and all. Later on during the event, 
I got to talk to Tom and another fellow, 
Paul Garson, who has written a story 
about Tom that has been serialized in 
several magazines. As soon as I get 
the pictures from Paul, it will run in The 
Sidecarist as well - hopefully starting in 
the March/April issue. 

There are always a bunch of classic 
rigs at Griffith Park as well as a few 
one-offs that you won t see anywhere 
else. One of those was a Mitsubishi 
motorcycle with Globe sidecar owned 
by Stephen Etheridge . Yes, there is a 
story behind it and that story will also 
be told in the next issue of The Side-
carist. Speaking of one-offs, Stephens 
dad, Bethel, & partner Dianne Ethridge  
were there with their 92 Yamaha 
FJ1200 with American Spirit sidecar. 
This 126 HP, 105 MPH cruiser is a real 
piece of artwork, from the paint and 
Kanjii symbols down to the wheels and 
struts and the material used to mount 
the car to the bike. Beautiful! 

There was one rig there that I sized 
up as a Motorvation attached to an 

older Goldwing. It turns out that I was 
looking at a 1973 Simon Mark III. Ac-
cording to owner Jere Young of Simi 
Valley, the molds from the Simon be-
came the first models of Motorvation. 
The fairing on the wing was pretty in-
teresting too. Sadly my notes are not 
100% clear, but I think I had it sized up 
as a Vetter fairing, but is was a Jacwal. 
(Nope, me neither!) There was a nice 
inscription on the inside of the fairing 
reminding the operator to not lower the 
landing gear until the speed was under 
a ridiculous MPH number! 

Of course I had to attend the rally 
with my sidecar which had been stored 
in New Hampshire since early July. It 
was amazing how much I missed that 
thing. Getting it from New Hampshire 
to LA is a story for another time, but it 
did involve meeting the Midwest Re-
gion Director Just Dave Szkudlarek 
at his home in Ohio to borrow one of 
the USCA banners which was dis-
played at the rally along with a bunch 
of issues of past Sidcarists and a 
whole pile of membership brochures, 
all of which disappeared pretty quickly. 
Can t wait for next year!  
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A 1948 Indian Chief and sidecar owned by Jeff Pearson 
of Anaheim. As I recall, his dad and or grand-dad ran 
Indian dealers in KC and in LA. When Jeff wanted rebuilt 
the rig, he found some new, in the box, parts in the attic! 

  

Almost Halloween! Can you see the pumpkin inside the chair? 
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Above: A Ariel with a 
1939 Watsonian Tan-
worth Sports sidecar. 
Now I know why they 
call them boats!  

Left: A 32 AJS and 
boat owned by Paul 
Greenstein of LA  

Facing page  

Top left: An R1200/
Champion combo with 
a unique Givi bag 
mounting system.  

Center left: A rumble 
rig! The chair is a Wat-
sonian, I didnt write 
down the rest.  

Bottom left: Jere Young 
and his very special 
76 wing/ Simon MK III   

Top right: Doug Bing-
ham at the closing 
ceremony  

Bottom right: The Ma-
nila Taxi 
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This fantastic unit is owned 
by Bethel & Dianne Ethridge 
of Huntington Beach, Califor-
nia.  

Above: the kanji characters 
translate to Hog Slayer. At 
126hp and a 105 MPH 
cruising ability, there is no 
doubt about that!  

Left: The kanji on the front, if 
my notes are correct, trans-
lates to Faith.  At 105MPH, 
I d want some of that! The 
leading link is Unit-based  

Note that none of the mounts 
are square or round - they 
are all very much in keeping 
with the style of the bike. 
The pod at the lower front 
is a convenient place for 
some tools, but actually 
serves to complete the front 
lower mount - which looks 
like it is just hanging out 
there! 
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Top: A side view of Hog Slayer Check out the wheel on that sidecar! Note the construction of the frame. This 
is truly a one-off rig!  

Bottom: Dianne and Bethel Ethridge pose with their rig 
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Above: My first ride in a sidecar! I didnt get her name, but the 
rig is a sweet Guzzi/EZS combination owned by Thom Irwin of 
Los Angeles   

Left & below: The sidecars really do come in all shapes and 
sizes at Griffith Park! 
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The Russian s are coming! 

Ron Patterson 

The annual assault on Abbeville, SC 
by the Riders of the Eastern Front oc-
curred April 30, 2004. This spring of-
fensive was engineered by Robbie and 
Betsy Moor and the campaign was 
headquartered on the high ground of 
the Abbeville County Shrine Club. Ural 
Czar and IMWA President, Illya Khait, 
along with Gary Kelsey and a much 
prettier interpreter this year provided 
the strategy and the technical details 
necessary to sustain this badly out-
numbered little group of sidecarists. 

This rally certainly has all the things 

that sidecarists enjoy: 
camping, rides, bike 
judging, an auction, 
great food, door 
prizes and most of all, 
the camaraderie en-
joyed when old 
friends get together. 
The joy of sharing 
unique solutions to 
the many challenges 
of owning a classic 
machine adds a spe-
cial dimension to the 

get together. 
The technology highlight 
of the rally was Illya and 
Gary s presentation of 
the first available sample 
of the lower inertia alter-
nator and coupling sys-
tem developed to over-
come the catastrophic 
alternator failures feared 
by every Ural rider. The 
presentation was con-
vincing enough to move 
even some of the total 
loss systems troops. 
Total loss advocates 

have given up after several failures, 
removed their alternator and installed a 
large car battery which is recharged 
ever night and run without lights or 
other non-essential loads. This has the 
added benefit of greatly reducing the 
Urals noise level, but does limit the 
rider s range. 

Illy has attended Ural rallies all over 
the country, listening to owners and 
prospective owner s complaints, ex-
pectations and recommendations and 
has been very responsive in imple-
menting improvements in the Ural mo-
torcycles. The current models are 
vastly superior to those of just a few 

(Continued on page 27) 

 

The Riders of the Easter Front - dismounting after securing the high ground in Abbeville 

 

Ural President Illya sharing some strategy with the help of his English phrase book 

 

Daisy

 

The familiar yellow and white rig of Bonne-
ville land speed record pilot Steve Jackson 
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years ago. The adoption of hydraulic 
disc brakes, the larger 750 cc boxer 
engine, and numerous other improve-
ments in the engine and drive train 
have made Ural a viable option in the 
US sidecar market. New models such 
as the top-of-the-line Retro and solo 
Wolf have broadened the company s 

appeal. 
Terry Crawford came all the way 

from Michigan with what amounted to 
a mobile Ural dealership. Terry is a 
very knowledgeable Ural dealer and 

machine shop opera-
tor. He brought a small 
warehouse full of Ural 
parts and accessories, 
as well as a new Tour-
ist model off his show-
room floor, in case 
anyone needed more 
than just parts and 
expert advice. People 
were lined up to meet 
with Terry for most of 
the rally. The author 
even tried on the new 
Tourist for size. 
Another highlight of 

this encamp-
ment was Mi-
chael 
Weaver s re-
lease of the 
second edition 
of Weav s 
Useful infor-
mation and 
Technical 
Guide to An-
tique Russian 
Motorcycles 

and Sidecars. Weave is the unques-
tioned Guru of old Russian motorcy-
cles and sidecars, and this encyclope-
dia is a unique collection of technical 
information, pictures, history and nos-
talgia which belongs in every side-
carists library. 

This was not the author s first visit to 
this Spring in the South Rally and I (a 
Yamaha rider) am always treated as a 
comrade in arms. This is undoubtedly 

the friendliest and most committed 
family or riders that I have encoun-
tered. They go out and find and fix 
each other, no matter what the 
weather or the distance. One might 
think this is a cult but is simply a won-
derful group of people dedicated to the 
Marque and to each other. This is an 
informal group, loosely tied together 
via the Internet. The effectiveness of 
these Ural owners was demonstrated 
by their (virtual) Siberian Sped Team 
not too long ago in capturing the land 
speed record in their class at Bonne-
ville without any formal organization, 
bylaws, dues, meetings, committees or 
publications.  

There are other regional get togeth-
ers, but this Spring in the South Rally 
is their focal event of the year and any-
one with an interest is invited.   

(Continued from page 26) 

  

I dont know - I just heard this big noise and then everything stopped...  

Ron Patterson trying out a new Terry Crawford Tourist 

 

Jim Clark looks lovingly at his trusty old Ural 
which has gone more than 100,000 miles. 
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Butterfly  Rally  

Visit Lincoln, NM; see where Billy the Kid shot a deputy U.S. 
Marshall  

See the Birthplace of Smokey the Bear  

Visit the Valley of Fires Recreation Area;  
the Malpais, Badlands

  

Visit White Sands National Monument  

Photograph El Rito, one of the largest open pit mines in the 
world  

Visit the Gila Cliff Dwellings 
and more ..  

Watch this space (or check coming events on page 30) 
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USCA Books and Paraphernalia  
Books  
1. Riding With A Sidecar: English translation of a German manual originally published by the Federal Motorcycle Rid-
ers Association of Germany. Includes lots of theories, formulas, technical info and practical suggestions.  
2. Sidecar Operator Manual: The original USCA sidecar text written by Hal Kendall (most recently revised in 1988) to 
assist an experienced motorcyclist to transition to sidecar driving. This is the text used in sidecar driving prior to 1997.  
3. They Called Him Pop, The Floyd "Pop" Dreyer Story: New book by Mike Dreyer. The book chronicles the life of 
Floyd Dreyer the sidecar racer, race car builder, motorcycle retailer and sidecar builder. This is a great addition to any 
library and a must for collectors. 236 pages, hardcover with over 200 photos.   

Description  Quantity  Price  Total  
Riding With A Sidecar  $10.00 
Sidecar Operator Manual  $5.00  
They Called Him Pop  $45.45 
USCA Logo T-Shirt (grey w/ navy logo) M L XL  $10.00 
USCA Logo T-Shirt (grey w/ navy logo) XXL  $12.00 
USCA Logo Sweatshirt (grey w/ navy logo) M L XL  $15.00 
USCA Logo Sweatshirt (grey w/ navy logo) XXL  $17.00 
USCA Logo Golf Shirt (natural color) M L XL  $20.00 
USCA Logo Golf Shirt (natural color) XXL  $22.00 
USCA Logo Golf towel $10.00 
USCA Screened Logo Jacket (navy color w/ white logo, f/b) M L XL  $25.00 
USCA Screened Logo Jacket (navy color w/ white logo, f/b) XXL  $27.00 
USCA Embroidered Logo Jacket (navy color w/white logo front only) M L XL $25.00 
USCA Embroidered Logo Jacket (navy color w/white logo front only) XXL $27.00  
USCA Embroidered Logo Baseball Cap (adj. natural w/ dk. blue logo & brim) $15.00 
USCA Vinyl Logo Decal/Sticker  $1.00 
USCA Logo 3" Embroidered Patch  $3.00 
USCA Logo Cloisonné Pin w/ screw on back **NEW VERSION**   $5.00 
26th National Rally T-shirt (limited quantities) $7.00 
26th National Rally Mugs (limited quantities) $5.00   

NAME: Sub Total:       
Addr:    Shipping & Handling - add $5.00 ($7.00 overseas)                                                          
CITY: STATE:  ZIP: Total:       
Email:  
Please send check or money order payable to the USCA in U.S. funds along with this completed form to:  
Dave Sasenick, 5039 Denise Way, Floyds Knobs, Indiana 47119. Ph. 812-923-1082. sasenick@epowerc.net  
Rev. 9/04 - really!  

Check out the new items this month! 
Embroidered logo jackets and caps,  
Logo golf towel, 26th National T-shirts & mugs 

Limited 
Quantities 
Left! 



THE SIDECARIST JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 2005 VOLUME 29 NUMBER 1 Page 30 

Please send in your event listings early so 
that we can be sure to include them. 
Event listings should be sent to the editor:  

The Sidecarist c/o 
 Steve Woodward 

17308 NE 13th Place 
Bellevue, WA  98008-3835 
sidecarist@sidecar.com. 

The Classifieds 

  
(a reasonable number of ads per issue 
are free to members. Please include 
your USCA membership number!)   

First Time Ads  

1986 Honda Goldwing 1200i/
California Sidecar. 157K on 
bike. Sidecar newer. Wineberry with 
new battery. Fake sheepskin seat 
cover, loud horns. Kids grown. $3,500 
obo Dave #4199 (740) 694-0500 or 
dskinner@munu.edu    

94 VMAX EZS DBLE WIDE [That 
would be the Summit - ed.] all the 
good stuff 800 mile a day machine. 
Contact: STAN VORGIAS, #939 
1005 Fair Lane 
Union, IL 60180 
815-245-6098  

Second Time Ads  

Coming Events

  

February 19-20 
19th Annual Lincoln Motorcycle 
Show, Theme for 2005 is "A Tribute to 
the Golden Years, My Life on Two 
Wheels". It will be held at the Lancas-
ter Event Center, 84th and Havelock 
Ave. Lincoln NE.  

May 4 
Handicapped Person s Ride to pre-
cede the Butterfly Rally in New 
Mexico Information: Ron Miller 
Miller_6705@msn.com 
I am arranging a ride for handicapped 
people, some of whom have ex-
pressed a desire to ride in a sidecar, 
so many, in fact, that I cannot do it 

alone. If anyone would like to help, 
please contact me! The ride is sched-
uled for the 4th of May 05, My tenta-
tive itinerary is to ride via Pine Lodge 
Road to Capitan (80 miles), take a 
break there, and return via Lincoln and 
Hondo, a round trip of about 140 
miles. This may change if or when I 
get feedback from the handicapped 
organization. It would help also if you 
could bring a spare helmet, Thank you 
in anticipation, Ron Miller.  

May 5-8 
Butterfly Rally in New Mexico.  
Information: Tom Hansen 
PH. (505) 885-5250  
tfhansen@cavement.net  

June 3-5 
Skunks in da Woods Rally Pioneer 
Village Museum, Cameron, Wiscon-
sin. Information: biker@cwizard.com 
www.cybermotorcycle.com/skunk/  

June 9-12 
11th Annual Howdy Summer Rally 
Information: Eddie George (706) 654-
2648 or mem-
bers.cox.net/georgiasidecarclub  

June 10 
5th Annual Informal Gathering of 
Sidecars at Americade. 
Information: Bruce Stephens (610) 
866-1611 or 
B_L_Stephens@netzero.net   

June 23-26 
27th National USCA Rally at Skama-
nia County Fairgrounds in Stevenson, 
Washington. More information in the 
next issue of The Sidecarist.  

July 30 - August 2nd 
Canadian Sidecar Owner s Club 
2005 Annual Rally in Wyoming, On-
tario 
Information: Kevin & Lynda Vallinga 
(519) 383-0025, or 
roadkill@sympatico.ca or 
www.csoc.20m.com  

August 5-7 
Sidecar Ron-Dee-Voo 05 
Union County Sportsman s Club in 
Central PA Information:  
Claude Stanley (570) 837-5182 or 
cstanley@sunlink.net  

September 16-18 
Sidecars in the Flint Hills at the 
Santa Fe Trail Park. Information: 
Joyce Canfield (816) 232-2726 or 
jhcn92@yahoo.com  

http://www.cybermotorcycle.com/skunk/
http://www.csoc.20m.com
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USCA Membership Application/Renewal/Emergency Contact Update  

Date Membership# AMA# (optional)    

Name Phone#  

Address   

City State Zip  

e-mail  

Dues are based on 12 month membership, not calendar year. 
All amounts are in US Dollars. Please make checks payable to the USCA.  

US & Canadian Memberships   New $30 Renewal $25  

Associate Member*  5  5  

Overseas Memberships 40  35  

Optional Donation to the Sidecar Safety Training Program            

Total 
Please send to:  

Al Roach, USCA Membership Secretary 
130 South Michigan 
Villa Park, IL 60181-2526, USA.  

First years dues include a USCA memento and your subscription to The Sidecarist, the news journal of the United 
Sidecar Association.  

*Associate members enjoy all rights and privileges of members, but don t get a separate copy of The Sidecarist. 

Emergency & Friendship 
Complete this if you want 
to be included in the 
Annual Directory.  

First Name:    

I m open to:  

Emergency 
Friendship 
Both 

through practice, that the rig will almost 
seem to steer itself. With reduced trail 
it is important to monitor tire wear 
closely and make adjustments as 

needed. Due to the lack of steering 
effort a bad setup may not be as evi-
dent though the seat of your pants.  
So, what is best? The truth is only you 
can answer that. Yes ,there are a lot of 

good options out there. Talk to 
other sidecarists. Maybe ride 
someone's rig. Get on one of the 
sidecar sites if you are on the 
net. (http://
www.sidecar.com/ or http://
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/
SCT/ are a good start) 
Gather as much input as you 
can, evaluate it and then GO 
FOR IT. ABOVE ALL...have fun!   

Claude Stanley 
USCA National Chaplain 
& Pa. State Rep. 
Founder: 
 Internet Sidecar owners Klub 

(Continued from page 13) 

http://www.sidecar.com/
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/


Uni ted Sidecar 
Associat ion 

PRESORTED 
STANDARD 

US POSTAGE PAID 
PERMIT #167 
KOKOMO, IN 

ADDRESS SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Postage returns and postage due accounts 
to: 
The USCA, Inc. 
130 South Michigan 
Villa Park, IL 60181-2526

 

Were on the web 

www.sidecar.co
m 

Advertiser Index 

  

American Motorcyclist Association.................. 31 
Canadian Sidecar Owners Club ...................... 28 
Dauntless Motors............................................. 25 
Florida Sidecar Club ........................................ 25 
Hack d Magazine ............................................. 12 
Lear Unlimited ................................................. 25 
Motorcycle Memories ...................................... 28 
Motorvation Engineering.................................. 28 
Northwest Sidecar ........................................... 12 
Ride to Work.................................................... 28 
Ron Gardner.................................................... 28 
S.C.F. Kurt Liebhaber...................................... 30 
Side Strider, Inc. .............................................. 25 
Sidecar Talk..................................................... 31 
The New York Sidecar Connection ................. 30 
Tom Ridyard .................................................... 25  

Advertising Rates 

  

Ad Size Per Issue    

Full Page $125  
Half page $70  
1/3 page  $50  
1/4 page  $40  
1/6 page  $30  
1/8 page  $25   

5% discount for 3 issues (1/2 year)  
10% discount for 6 issues (full year)   

Business card ads:  
$30 per year for USCA members  
$50 per year for non-members  

Contact: Tony George 
GEORGEAJ01@comcast.net 
(256) 650-0787   
(physical address on page 3) 
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New! Advertise on  

Sidecar.co
m! 

http://www.sidecar.com
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